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% _WASHINGTON——A US Navy gmded rmssﬂe .
.- destroyer sailed within 12 nautical milesof
.an; island: claimed by China:in the South -

. China Sea.on’ Saturday, in anoperation the
Pentagon ‘said’ was. des1gned T chaﬂenge"‘ ‘
efforts to restrict freedom of navigation. -
L _Pentagon spokesperson Capt.. Jeff’ des

id rio ships from China's military. werein
f jthe wc1mty of the_USS Ctlirtls Wﬂbur-{when’--:'_.

"*Zf-ffeedcms, 2 Davissaid, L
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By Git Cabacungan

AFTER exercising a veto against a hike in Social Security System
- (SSS) pensions, President Aquino will also be taking a hard-line
‘stance against a higher pension for retired military and police
' personnef{ if it would unduly burden the next generation, accord-
ing to Communications Undersecretary Manuel L. Quezon 1L

Ouewn said chﬂdcdnang was ex-
erting all efforts “guietly and behind
; the scenes” 1o ensure that the issue of
milicary pensions would not stall the
passage of the general Salary Stan-
dardization Law {(SSL}.

The new SSLis in danger of not be-
ing approved by the bicameral con-
ference commitree before Congress
holds its final session day on Feb. 3,
pecause of a conflict in the House and
Senate versions regarding the han-
diing of military pensions.

Congress will adjourn nexr week
with the start of the official campaign
period on Feb. 9.

In & radio nerview, Senate Presi-
dent Frankiin Drilon guaranteed that
the SSL would be approved by
Congresy and signed by the Prasident.
Dirilon was hoping the House would

agree to the pension “indexation” and
allocate the estimated P18 billion ad-
ditional fund in the 2017 budget.

Speaker Feliciano Belmonre Jr, was
also optimistic that Congress would
agree and uphold the 851 bilk.

The House had excised the provi-
sion on indexation or the pegging of
penstons of retired uniformed person-
nel 1o current salaries. The position of
the Departmen: of Budgetr and Man-
agement is that this provision would
require ballooving and unsustainable
furd allovments from the government.

Crver the tast 13 vears, the govern-
ment nas abrexdy accumulated P18
killion in unpaid pension adjustments
to militury ofiicers bused on a Marcos
decres mandating & pension hike
among retred nulltary personnel at
par with the pay hike f active sol-
diers. The OvernmEnt did not allocate
funds for the pension increase stardng
in 2002, The Commission on Audit is-
sued a ruling in May last vear ordering
the payment of pension arTears.

The Senare, however, s in favor of
retaining rhe auromatic increase in the
pensior: of retired military and police as
mandaed by lavs with the implementa-
ton of a P226-hilion salary hike for
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153 million government employees
spread over four years under the SSL.

The House has proposed to imple-
ment the salary hike because this has al-
ready been allocated in this year’s bud-
get-—bur without rhe indexation of mil-
itary and police pensions. This matter
would be deal: with in a separate hill.

The Senate proposed that the 551
be approved with the controversial
pension indexadon intaci, but with a
provision that this would be “subject
0 the availabiliry of funds.”

Malacafiang said it did not want to
leave the funding of military and po-
lice pensions o chance,

“It would be best to appeal to both
the Senate and the House [of Repre-
sentanves] to think not oniy of the ben-
efits for the governmenr workers but
also to think of the implications of the
funding thar would be underraker: by
the coming generations,” Quezon said.

Quezon explained that once the
military and police pensions would be
based on current and not previoug
salaries, this would have dirs implica-
tions on the nexr generation who
would have ng choice bur to peyv for
the salary hike. “The pension rae
would be based an & moving target

and this will grow so much thar it will
be impossible w finance through
member contributions,” Quezon said.

Quezon pointed out thar the Presi-
dent himself had appealed to Congress
in a Sona to reform the military and
police pension system with the caol-
lapse of the Armed Forces and Bolice
Saving and Loan Associarion Inc. dur-
ing the Ramos administration. Bur
Quezon said any reform should not be
made ar the risk of pushing the entire
pension system to financiat collapse.

“So we're hoping that members of
the Senate and the House are dis-
cussing this thoroughly and thar they

re looking for a win-win solution,”
Quazon said.

Walecafiang’s opposition 1o the pen-
sigrr hike for military and soldiers mir-
rored the reasons given by the Presi-
dent when he vetoed the SS5 bill
@anding a P2,000 pension hike g
members. The President said the pen-
sion hike would imperil the 858 and
push it to bankruptey in 12 vears 1o the
dewiment of 27 million members whao
would sacrifice for the sake of 2 million
555 rerireas. Butr unlike the SSS pen-
sion hike, the indexarion of milivary
pension is mandatory under the lawe
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Mindanao for peace’

By laymee T. Gamil

WITH hope dying on the passage of
the Bangsamoro Basic Law {(BBL), an
ex-governor has proposed a drastic
sofution to  achieve the “elusive

which he presented at a media forum
in Quezon City yesterday.

Tiliah suggested thar two federal
states in Mushim Mindanao could be
created—one for the island provinces
of Suiu, Tawi-Tawi, Basitan and the
“environs of Zamboanga,” and anoth-
er for the landiocked provinces of
Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur and
neighboring provinces.

“This to me is the only viable
solution to end the war in Mindanao,”
he said.

Tillah expressed the hope the
Philippines “will go with the federal
system” and “amend the Constitution’
through a constitutional convention.

peace” in  southern  Philippines:
Amend the Constitution 1o allow the
creation of two federal states in Mus-
‘lirn Mindanao.

~ This was the formula proposed by
former Tawi-Tawl Gov. Al Tillah,

“rhis government thinks the 1987
Cory Constitution is the Bible, the
Ouran. It is not. The United States
Constirution has been amended sev-
eral times. Why is it not possible 10
amend the Consttugon... 1o serve
the needs and times of our people and
eouncry?” Tillah said.

Tillah said the BBL—a key feature
of the peace agreement the Aquing
administration signed with the Moro
Isiamic Liberarion Tromt and which
seeks to creats an expanded Muslim
region in Mindenac w replace the Au-
ronomous  Region o Muslim Min-
Ganao——cal only achieve peace "o
gomie exteiit, LUL not wotally”
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“'The United States ffered a $5-mil- -~

St enteen ﬁghters from the Moto Is- SRR
1am1c_-..__ {iberatioti ¥ront: (MILF). and .~
';f-'_jthre cmhans als' 'd1ed in the daylong'_ ST
: | USVlOLATEDIAT o
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nd'.wounded after the dash
nd _conducted DNA 1dent1f1—

Transcripts of dlscussmns
ing closed- door sessions. of
he Senate Mamasapano he
estigation released last week
howed that the United States
rmﬁdedj._; an’ . “intelligence
ssurveillanc econnalssance”
“plane to locate. the 84th SAC,
' '-.-.:;-Whose members  were carry-
ngia fmger ‘of ‘Marwan ‘that
“they had cut off. after kllhng
~Him for DNA testing.

The US tracking: helped a
':'Phlhppme Army unit locate
: . 'nd rescue the 84th SAC
."'helped to evacuat th dea - AaTi
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The Moro Islamic
Liheration Front (MILEF) has
blamed the Agqguing
administration, primarily the
Ofice of the Presidential
Adviser on the Peace Process
(OPAPP) for the failure of
Congress to pass the
Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL).

Both Speaker Feliciano
Belmonte and Senate R
President Franklin Drilon had JARFAL
surrendered that the BB s dead eiting the narrow
window left uniil Lhe end of the current session of
Conpress.

MILF vice chairnian Ghadzali .Lzaf ar, ina television
interview, blamed the lack of political witl in the
: Aqumo administration for the shelved BT,

“1was told - that one of the wenknsosen or
+ghotteotning they saw wasin the loadership of nf Wiy
_|who presumed that Congress will follow the (peee)
fagreement signed.” Jaalar said,

| . Jaafar claimed a source told him that the AT
“did not exert encugh effort Lo come to an agrecinewt

with lawmakers.

“AHhough the MILF vegret the losb opporiunity,
we are not sad and we do nol mourn the inability of
Congress to pass the proposed law [brihe Bangsamaro
-« government,” he sald. Turn fo poge 3 MiL el : the intervention ofthe™ .
- , . - AC SLOpped il LF, then perhaps the better -
canbe part of the. overail schgeme 3
to promotep : -
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By Ted Tuvera

A US-hased chapter of a militant group has inveked the Freedom of
Information Act (Fola) of the United States on the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI} for it to produce documents related to its participation i the Mamasapano
debacle that resulted in the death of 22 Special Action Ferce {SAF} commandos
in January 25 last year.

Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan)-USA suid it is now pressing the FBI

to reveal its role in last yeal’s massacre of Filipinos.
 The group said similar FolA requests will be sent to the National Security
Division of the Department of Justice, Department of Defense, Department of |
State, Central Intelligence Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency, National Security
Agency, US Navy, US Army, S Air Force, and US Pacific Command regarding the
Mamasapano Incident “to maximize the opportunity to unearth information
about U.S. intervention in the Philippines.”

“Over 60 Filipinos died and witnesses aleo saw the body of an American at
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th widows of MILF fighters who
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: -.The New Peopleg_s Army'"-
“'staged simultaneous attacks '
and. destroyed: heavy. eqmpment-}"-
g "owned by DoEe_ Phlltppme '

:-_Army 4th Iﬂfantry Division pubhc
- affairs officer, ‘said the first attack_
otcurred ‘at around. 1,a.m. in
- Sitio U;}pe 'Gabunan, Barangay :
o Cas:sang : —_—
= o-Angmgal rebetde na kabllang sa;

_NPA Guerilla Front 6; North Central

Mindanao": Reg:onai ; _Commlttee

~fired ata'mega spray truc:k of Doie :
: -.Pi’ui:pp;nes Inc.: :

- ".:_-'Inc were' torchéd by & separate
“ol group of NPA in Feid 97 Zone 6 --

'Barangay Impa[ambong

according to Martinez.

Martinez said soldiers from'the’
1st Special Forces Battalion based”.
in -Manolo® Fortich, Bukidaon ay
- tumitugis na rin sa mya rebelde.

The military sald extortion was -
= the motive behind the attacks.
- AYoRsa, mga. sundalo the_ o

multanatlonat companles, in‘the

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBI

Brigade based” m Malaybalay“
-City ‘in coordination: with: the
““lgcal” police ‘were' 1mmedtate!yf"
-dispatched to the -incident sites; .

S provmce
“Martinez said isang bcom spray
owhed by the Lapanday’ pineapple ..
. plantatioh ay sinunog din ng five
o '_NPA msurgents :n Smo Hagwaon,.:'

Accordmg to' Martmez the
comparues consistently refuse to

‘heed the rebels” demands.
ColiJesse A, AEvarez commander -
'0f 403rd Brigade, said the attacks

fa: meant 1o force the owners or

“the management of businesses in
- the province to give in to the NPAs
-extortion activities. -

- "There are s:ml!ar pians by

~ the: NPA: agamst other targeted
~companies and businesses but
-were pre-empted by our troops,”

said-Alvarez, citing the case of a

* foiled arson attempt against the

Mindanag Agri-Traders Inc..in

--Barangay-Sorians,’ Cabadbaran
City. and the apprehension of:the
g’ nakilatang:si. Jephte
. .Cangke Butal, by troops fromthe
200y Infantry Battahon (Elena :
LoAben): e
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rig. Gen. Alan Arro;ado,ﬁ;
ndet of Joirit _Task Group-
g"mtelhge’n reports

es streetin downtown ]010 g
 He said the troops have
n alerted on possible at-
auks ‘of the Abu Sayyaf in
iatio the military of-.
e ___...__::mRoeI Parefio
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Ayon pa’sa heneral,
-nagpapamloy hamagn ang-
W .'enforcement opera- -

-member Roger Sajin
-kasarmahan ni Gapa

: rationis’ ay ilang: dayuhan-'--,-
nihayag pa-ni Ar- ' naipinagpapalipatlipatng.
_;ado na-partikular na‘taguan'sa kagubatan ng-
tget ng Abu Sayyaf : :_Sulu Joy Cantos... :
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d their fi
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Iy had a full

'. chedule while in'the country,

1:'0 echmcalﬁ}_
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and .people-to- -people
s ag well as the strategic

'-partnerath bet’ween the two
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