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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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[putedSeuth C __
’ weeks us: naval ofﬁma}s sazd
bn Ihnrsday"pmo”]s likely tofu-
el tensions ahead of an interna-
nonalgguﬁis uling on Beijing’s.
sweepmgmmume claims. "~ -
g&a‘he destroyers Stethemn,
Memsem have

g o)
axchlpelago and Panatag {Scar‘
borough) Shoal, which is near
the Phﬁappmes, the ofﬁma]s
saddh e
. Th .ggatmis were first reporb
ed. by the Washmgtan-basea
ﬁavy‘r;mesnwspaper. .
. Pressure has been rising in
the région ahead of & July 12
ruling by the United Nations
Permanent—Cﬁurt of Arbitration
on-the dispute betweeir Chma
and the Philippines over the
~ South China Sea m- the "Dzztc}z
aty ofTheﬂacrue. o
e ﬂS‘DESTROYERSiAM

“ Ilemswn marshut China
= nptstosnuh t:ase «China
,envnv v:s:tsiluterte Gdays

hefere 1!!& ruimg /A‘m

From page Al

Chma has refused 1o pamcxpate in

- ﬁhe case and vowed to ignore the riil-

ing, which the United States insists is
binding and an fmportant test of Bei-
jing’s willingness o adhere to interna-
tional law.

« While not close enough to'be mthm :
21 6 kilometers—a so-called freedom--
of-navigation operation that would re-.
duire. high-level approval—the de-
stroyers operated-within 25.2 16 36 kmi
of the Chinese-occupied featu:es, the
Navy Times reported h

US carrier patrol
The USS Ronald Reagan and 11:s £S5

eort ships have also been patroling the
South China Sea sincelast week. .

Lt Clint Ramsden, US Pacific Fleet
spokespersou, said he could not go
into -operational or tactical details
but that the patrols were part of a

Yroutine presence.” .

- “pT] of these patrols are conducted
inaccordance with international law

‘and all ate consistent with routine .

“Pacific Fleet presénce throagheut
ﬂ1e Western Pacific.”
* US Navy officials said Chmese naval

shlps ‘znd sometimes fishing vessels, -

frequently track US ghips in the ‘South
China Sea but it isnot yet: known if the
presence of the destroyers attracted
pameular atrention.

Masnila is chailenging the legality

~ of Beijing’s actions and claims to al-
most all of the South China Sea—the

fitst legal case involving the South
Chma Sea. ‘

- 'With legal experts expecung the rul-
mg g go Manila’s way, nullifying the
basis for Beijing’s territorial claims, Us
and other regwnal ﬂaval ofﬁmals are

_ ;m._ i

“bracing for tensions in the weeks and
months after the ruling. ~

Peaceful resolution sought
_ China frequently. blames the Unit-
_ed States for stirring up trouble in the
SouthChina Sea, where its territoriat
Alaims overlap inparts with Viemam,
the Philippines, Malaysm Brunez
andTaiwan.

Speaking in Be13zng following a
meeting with Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang ¥i on Thursday, UN Secre-
tary General Ban Xi-mooz said that

. while he could not comment on the

Philippines’ legal case, he called for
“a peaceful resolution of differences.

“] did stress to Minister Wang, as I
have with all other countries in-
volved, the need to resolve their dif-
ferences in a peaceful manner and to
avoid any escalation or misunder-
standings that could put security
and development in the region at
nsk * Ban sazd

Forced arbltratton

‘Wang repeated China’s posmon
that it #1so wanted a peaceful resolu-
tion, but that it could not accept
forced arbitration. -

“This approach will not help brmg
about a peaceful resolution of dis-
putes. On the contrary, it would only’

escalate ‘the disputes and tension
and should be resisted by all coun-
tries and peopie who uphoid] JESUCE
he said.: \

China has acc:&sed rhe United States
of militarizing the waterway with free-:
dom-of-navigation ~patrols, while

-Washington has expressed concern

about China’s building of military facil-
ities on artificial islands it controls in

' the South China Sea,
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. US SEA PATROL US destroyers
Stethem, Spruance and Momsen have
sailed close to Chinese-held reefs and
islands in the disputed South China Sea

in recent weeks. US NAVY

In an editorial published . on
Wednesday, China’s Cormmunist Party
newspaper People’s Daily warned that

there would be a “price to pay” if the
United States crossed China’s “bottom:

line” by meddling in the South China .

Sea disputes.
“If the United States, regardless of
the cost, chooses the path of

‘bri_nlunanship’ that pressures and in-

na dispute,

rimidates others, there will be onlty one
result, that is, that the US bears all the
responsibility for posmbly further
heightening tensions in the South Chi-
naSea,”the editorial said.

On Tuesday, Chinese state-rin news-

-paper Giobal Times wrote in an edito-

rial that China should prepare for mili-
tary confrontation over the South Chi-
but foreign ministry
spokesperson Hong Lei played down
the comment on Wednesday, saying
China was committed to pedce.

. Hong said China would work with

: ‘Southeast Asian countries “to safe-

gilard the peace and stablhty of rhe

" South China Sea.” .

US response

US officials say the US response
should China stick to its vow to ignore
the rilihg could include stepped up
freedom-of-navigation patrols close to
Chinese-claimed islands in what is one
of the world’s busiest trade routes.

. In“a-telephone- call on Wednesday,
Wanv told TS Secretary of State John
Kerry that the United Startes should do
nothing to harm China’s sovereignty
and security in the South China Sea.

China’s foreign minisiry said m a
statement that Wang told Kezry, who
initiated the phone call, that the Unit-
ed States should stick to its promises
not 1o take sides in the dispute.

China hopes the  Uxnited States

“speak’s and acts cautiously, and take
no actions thar .harm China’s
sovereignty and security interests,”

the statement paraphrased Wang as

saying. - .
Wang also said relations between

China and the United States were gef-

.erally on a sound rack and that the two

sides showid further focus on coopera-

tion while managing their differences.

Issues of mutual interest

- The US state department confirmed
that Kerry had spoken to Wang, with-
out providing details.

“The two discussed issues of murual
interest, We are not going to get into
the details on this private diplomatic
conversation,” said state department
spokesperson Gabrielie Price.

US officizls say they fear China may

respondto the ruling by declaring an

air defense identification zone in the
South China Ses, as it did in the East
China Sea in 2013, or by stepping up
its building and foruﬁcanon of artifi-
cial islands.

fronclad commitment
On Wednesday, US Ambassador 1o

the Philippines Philip Goldberg reiter-

ated that the US commitment to stand
side by side with the Philippines was
“roncled” and extended to bringing le-
gal, diplomatic.and peaceful resolu-
tion to the South China Sea dispure.
“As allies, we stand rogether when-
ever the other is threarened and we
will always continue to do so,” Gold-

“berg said in a speech during the cele-

bration of the 240th anniversary of US
independence in Manila.

In an interview with reporters after
his speech, Goldberg said that while
the United States was neither a party
nor an observer in the arbitration case,
it supported the Philippines and hoped
parties would abide by the arbitral tri-
bunal’s ruling.

“We hope that it’s observed, because
the nule of law ... is always the best way
{to deal with sea dispures],” Goldberg
said. Reports from Reuters and Estrel-
{a Torres
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" By GIOVANNI NiLLES and JANVIC MATEO
- After two meetings, President.Duterte has had
a change of heart and offered Vice President Leni
Robredo a Cabinet post, as head of the Housing
arid Urban Development Coordinating Council
He immediately got “yes” for an answer. -

) _jusﬁ,cé_ Secretary Vitalia-

“no Aguirre II announced
—oren early evening press

coriference at MalacaTiang

* that Duterte called the Vice

President vestérday to offer

~ her a Cabinet post to ad-

dress “persistent questions”
on whether Robredo would

. bepart of theofficial family.

In a statement, Robredo
welcomed the decision of

Duterte to appoint her as-
HUDCC chairperson; say-: o

*ifg fhiswould enableher to -

. serve Filipinos who do not

_ have shelter and'at the same-

: fine fuilfill her promise o
Support those inthe fringes

_ofsociety - :

While Duterte sas on &
live broadcast over govern-

ment station PTV-4, he in--

structed his special assistant
Christopher Go to call th

- “He asked the Vice
President if she would ac-
cept a Cabinet post, that of
HUDCC. We did not frear -
the angwer of the Vice Presi-
dent, but from the face of
President Duterte, we knew
that the Vice President ac-
cepted the offer,” Aguirre
said. o
Duterte used the phone
of Go during the call aired
onPTVA. -~ e
L “Pwede ba hoeusing,
‘ma’am? Can you be the
housing secretary? Tenggapin
o, maam?” the President
was heard to have said. -~
" #The executive secretary
will hand you the appoint-
‘ment. Makinto na ito-{ques-
_tions) ma’am, kai tanggapin
mo kaya?” -
Robredo, Aguirre added,

- was told to aftend her frst -

(02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Vice President. ‘

. Turnto Page 11
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Cabinet meeting on Monday.
The date of her cath-taking,

however, was not announced.

The HUDCC and other

housing-related agencies were

also given to former vice presi-

dents: Jejomar Binay during

the time of former president

Benigno Aquino [, and Noli -

de Castro under the Arroyo
" adminstration. o
“Matiy of the Cabinetmem-

bers are happy (about) the -
. development. At last the Vice -

. Presidentis nolonger arn elect-
ed officer without a Cabinet
post,” Aguirre said. o

He attribiited the change
of heart o the two “amiable”
meetings that Duterte and Ro-
bredo had - first at the change
of coramand ceremony at the

Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines in Camp Aguinaldo,
Quezon City onJuly 1and then

at the Palace where the Vice -

President paid a courtesy call
‘on Duterte on Monday.
Reminded that Duterte was
" previcusly opposed to Robre-
.do’s appointment to the Cabi-
net because of his closeness
to former senator Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, who was Robredo’s
closest opponent in the vice
presidential race, Aguirre said
“if was a reason given by the
President at that time.”

“With the passage of time,
there must have been a recon- -
sideration of that decision,”
Aguirre added.

Reacting to her appoint-
ment, Robredo noted that
addressing the problems con-

- cerning lack of housing had
been an advocacy of her late
husband, former interior sec-.
retary Jesse Robredo.
- . “Maisasakatuparan ito 4t
mabibiyayaan ang mga nasa lay-
layan sa pakikipagiulungan ng
Iahat (We will be able to fulfill
this and help those who are
in the-fringes with the help of
“everyone),” she added. '
© HUDCC was among-the
agencies covered by Duterte’s
first executive order, which
reorganized several offices 10

. The agencies covered by the
EO will be under the supervi-
sion of Secretary to the Cabinet
Leoncio Bvasco Jr.

“ Foliowing their first meet-
ing, Robredo said she was
no longer expecting an offer

of a Cabinet post from the .

President
“] am ready that I won't
have apost. Infact, we already.
have alot of discussions with
the private sector,” she said in
Naga City-on Saturday.
_ Shesaid itwouldbe abonus
if given a Cabinet pest, “but
if there won't he, we are also
ready™. - - i
- On Tuesday, Robredo said
she informed the President
Juring her courtesy call that
he would gét her full support
with or withouta Cabinet post.
i . Against death
~ penaity but
for federalism
Earlierifi the day inMarawi
City, Robredo said she was
against the revival of the death
penalty being pushed by
Duterte but stressed that any
disagreement with the policies
of the current administration
would not affect her support
for the President. :
~ “Ever since, I have been
advocate against death pen-
alty,” she stressed. L
But Robredo said she was
open to the proposal to change
the system of government to
federalism, noting that her late
husband was an advocate for
local autonomy. - -
However, the Vice President |
said some guestions about the

proposal must be answered,
particularly on the readiness
of some regions to stand on
their own. . -

"7 A lot of municipalities are
heavily dependent on IRA
(Internal Revenue Allotment).
The locally generated funds
are small. T want to know how
will that be resolved,” she said.

Robredo also expressed
support for the passage of the
proposed Bangsamoro Basic
Law, noting that criticisms
such as lack of consultation’
might be remedied.

“This is an important first
step so we canmove forward,”
she added. :

Spedking before local of-

© ficials and supporters in La-

nao del Sir also yesterday,
Robredo paid tribute to the
achievements of former presi-
dent Aquino and expressed
confidence that the current ad-
ministrationwould confinueto
bring progress to Mindanao.

Robredo said Duterte
would ensure that progress
is achieved in Mindanao as
he himself comes from the
south. “I think he will not ne-
glect us,” she said.

“The benefits that Lanao
del Sur has received in the
past five years, we can expect
that (to continue) at least in
the next three years,” she said
i Filipino. :

“The challerige to our local
officials is how to maximize
those that we receive,” she
added." - ‘

Paying homage to Aquino,
Robredo said a lot of projects

_“were initiated in the province
_ during the past administra-

Hon. .

“There is no reason for us
not to expect (that progress
will continue) because the new
president is from Mindanao,”
she added.

“The Vice President went to

Marawi City to lead the cer-
emonial oath taking of local
officials and attend the celebra-
tion of 57th Araw ng Lanao.
It whs the first trp of Ro-
bredo to Mindanao following

 her assumption of the second

streamiine poverty reducton

* programs of the government. BL
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She thanked her supportel
for helping her wininthe prov

ince in the recent elections.
“The office of the Vice Pres

dent is always here to suppo
you,” she said, expressing cot
fdence that the local leade: |
would work together for & |

benefit of the people.

“] will never forget th 1
when I was in need, you we .
there to support me,” st
added. “We will pay it off wi |-
service that youw will not 1 |
ashamed of. You willnotregr &

that vou chose me.”

Meanwhile, Robredo ¢«

Wednesday called on arti

to guide the government
how it could help them in th

struggles.

“J understand that many |
you are among those who¢
overworked and underpaic
The least the government < .
do is to help you out, me
life easier for you withe
thinking so much on mak' |
aliving,” Robredo said dur |
the unveiling of an art e
at Solaire Resortand Casine |-

Pasay City.

“T am very honest the |-

need you to guide me ¢

make me understand how _:

can help you,” she added.

Robredo urged artists
continue being a source ;.

inspiration, saying their ¢

should be a unifving force

the Filipino people.
“We do understand

value that vou give tosode | E
she said. “IT hope that from71 .
on, we will be able to »

together.”
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE
RE?ORTEFI

%LORDSFRONEAT o

The Wanidla Times | pse
RODY NAMES THEM, TOO

Topdrug tradea’s

_ In a Malacafiang briefing aired
over the governmment-owned Peo-

_ple’s Television network, Duterte

named Wu Tuan alias Peter Co,
Peter Lim alias Jaguar, and Herbert
Colangeo alias Ampang as leaders

-of big drug syndicates operatmg m

the Philippines: -
Co and Coiangco are in jail

and allegedly directing illegal
i drug operations from the New

Bilibid Prison, whilé Lim 1s out
of the country. :

. Duterte warned the 1nma‘tes
they risked death if they tried
to escape. '

“They destroy the country,

they're destroying the youth of .. :
' 19,” a group of convicted drug

the land. My appeal to them, since
they are beyond redemption, they

can stop and commit suicide be-

canse I will not allow these idiots

to run their show not during my
watch,” Duterte told reporterstwo
days after revealing the names of

five potice generals involved in the

illegal drug trade.
Duterte specifically pointed to
retired Philippine National Police

[PNP) deputy director general

“ Marcelo Garbo Iz as a protector
- of drug syndicates. A diagram pro-
vided to reporters linked-Garbo to

Coand Lim.
Duterte bared that Colangco

‘was .2 member of the Kuratong

Baleleng lidnapping syndicate-.
Co is the*head of *Bilibid

traffickers detained at the New

Wl

Bilibid Prison, he said. ‘

- Co's operations, he.added, cover
Tuzon and Metro Manila.

Lim, who: is reportedly be-
hind the drug trade in the
Visayas, goes ini and out of the
country based on information
from PNP chief Director Gen-
eral Ronaldo “Bato” de la Rosa,
Duterte said.

* “The moment he lands at NAIA
[airport], he will die. That is my
assurance to the Filipino people,”
he declared.

Solicitor General Jose ‘Calida,

- who briefed reporters aftera Cabi-
- et security cluster meeting, said

Garbo was the “coddler” of the top
drug dealers.

"According to briefing we re-
ceived earlier, he's level five assocdi-

ate/protector. In. short, coddler,”

Calida said of Garbo.
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ltw fm* drg

By?éiarm J ‘Wial!an R Army commaadmgxgenerai;” Hao
"gaid.
- Ziilu%eenArmy solé;ers.are now Aceordingto Ha,@ the drugtest
“nder «custody affer they Were wasunammounced and was done
" testedpsitive for illegdl drugige -after the troops’ I‘eglﬂﬂf Taebo
! afteria.random drug testing -e¥ercise.
 ordered’by Army chief It Gen. ~ “The ?hﬂ;ppme AHBF is very
' Eduardo Ano ontroops assigned Serious inits anti-Grug campaign,”
to Fort Bonifacio. _ "Hao said. “Since we started this
Col. Benjamin Hao, Army campaign, 304 soldiers nationwide
spokesman, said the 13 soldiers ~werealready discharged from the
are currently under custody of the service because oficases related
Philippine Army Custodial Center - 40 illegal drugs {131 soldiers
pending confirmatory testing by nationwide were discharged in 2013;
“Department. of Health (DoH)- 881 2014; 30 in 2010 and five so
accredited festing center. far this vear) S
_ According to Hao, about 8,000 “If the confirmatory test is
Army troops alSsi,gned to various positive, it is enough evidence for
post units at Fort Bonifacio were  US to discharge our personnel,”
‘required to undergo the random ~ Hao explained. -

drug testing after the morning ~ "But we emphasized that due
‘ exercise on Tuesday. process is giventoallour personnel

Hao said Ano himself fook the  based on existing lawsind regilations
drug test. about illegal drugs,” ke added.

“Tne 13 failed the initial Section 36, Article 3 of Republic
sereening test and were Act (RA) 9165, otherwise knows as
immediately required to undergo” the Comprehensive Dangerous
confirmatory testing in a DoH- Drugs Act of 2002, mandates the
sceredited ~ drug -testing conduct of random drug testingfo
gstablishment,” Hao said. . public and private officers for

“They are curl entlv placed purposes of reducing the 7isk in

-under custody at the Custodial the workplace. Thisisame section
Center,” he added. ~ .. of RA 9165 slso mandates the

Haoe, however, refused to -~ conduet of annual mandatory drug
1dent1fy o7 af ieastgive the Tanks  test to all members of the milttary.
of the 13, ¢iting due process and Hao stressed the drug test
pending the results of the = among Army ‘soldiers has been
confirmatory test, and investigation. ongoing since 2012 as part of the

: “Everybody was required to efforts of the military leadership
undergo the drug test led by our - 30 keep its ranks from drug users.
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- _bers of the terror group Abu Sayyaf,1ed by
* 1wo of fﬂelr hghest-ra:ﬂdng 1éaders, at-
* tacked an ATy ?aeadquarters sm'rom:lc'ied
e ivilian " communities - Basilan
provmce on Sunday, sendmg Tesidents
fleeing to safety and starting a gun battle

that was still going on as of iate yesterciay

aftemoon
Joel Marturan, fomzer mayor of
Ungkaya Pukari town in Basilan, said the
terrorists, armed with .50 cal. machine
guns, had positioned themselves on four
hills suzroundmg the community of
Punch Butigan in the village of Sungkay-
ot where the 18th Infantry Battalion
_headguarters is located.
' Theterrorists, said Maturan, “seemed to
" ‘be_determined to -get the headguarters.”
He said he and his rubber plazitation work-
-ershad armed themselves and prepared to
fight alongside-government soldiers. -
He szid false reports that the town of
TipoTipo was the one under attack, not

Ungkaya Piikarn, sent resxdentg there flees

© ing inpanic

. . The terrorists Iaunched the attack on
Ungkaya Pukan around” 7:30 p.m. on

- Wednesday until 2 a.1n. yesterday Theyre-

 surned the attack around 7 a.m. yesterday.

-~ “If’s on and off,” said Maturan. “I won-

‘der why these bandits are not running out

of ammunition and feed.” :

.~ Supt. Oscar Nantes, Basilan provmmal
police chief, said he sent more policemen
to Tipo-Tipo and Ungkaya Pukan 10 help

the mﬂltary )

. ZAM;BE}AN&A«CHY—A‘I&%&I 2@@ mem- -

AB{E SAYYAF is nowusing thislogo Bnder

jts other name: INGUIRER MINDANAD

1eaders Pnru31 Indama an& Isnﬂon ‘Hapi-
lon. °

Nantes said at Ieast Z 000 fa:mhes from”

Ungkaya Pukan, Tipo-Tipe and Al Barka
towns had been dlsplaced '

He 'said police and mihtary were also _:

bramng for an attack onthe mumczpal ha}l
and police station.

Nantessaid he couid‘not promde casual— -

.ty figuresyet.

Maturan said the texronsts reposmoned ‘

themselves in the commumty of Punog Al—

. The tetrorists are Jed by top Abu Sayyaf :

'ibasa which falls within the 3unsd1cuon of
Tipo-Tipo, Ungkaya Pukan and Al Barka. *

+ “But the volley of fire is landing on us,”
Maturan said. Atleast 400 families had al-

wweady fled, he said.

Tong Isarul, former Tipo-Tipo mayor,

happened.”
“Deoplé are afraid to move around,” Is-

arnladded. .

“Wednesday after almost a year in captivity.

the Western Mindanao Command, said
Araji Maani, who is into money-Jending.
was freed in the village of Wanih Piyanji-
han in Parang, Sulu.

Maani was lﬂdnappeé on July 27 last
year. ...

demands were ignored by the govern

“ment.

A terrorist spokespexsou had saic

- Abu Sayyaf was dedicating the behead.
fdgs
" Duterte.

to then incoming Presidemw

After the beheadings, Duterte said the
time for reckoning for the Abu Sayya

f
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said classes in a1l eight elementary and
high schools in his town had been can-
. celed.

“We were all caught by surprise,” said Is-
arul. “We were winding down our Eid (end
of Rarnadan) celebration when the attack

: 'I‘.he,attacictoo}cplaceasaTausugtrader
_wag freed by his Abu Sayyaf captors on

- Maj. Filemon Tan Jr, spokesperson of

The terronsts have beheaded two of
" their captive Canadians after their ransom
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killed in Su

By ROEL PARENO

. ZAMBOANGA CITY - At
least nine Abu Sayyaf men

and a soldierwere killed while .
19 others were woundedina' -

clash between the group and
the military in Sulu yesterday.

" Themilitary said 13 of those.

wotnded were Abus and six
were -government troops that

encountered about 130 mili-

tants led by senior leader
Radulan Sahiron in Barangay-
Kabuniakas, Patikul town.
Meaj. Filemon Tan jr., spokes-
man of Western Mindanao
Command {Westmincom),
said the troops from the 45th
Infantry Battalion (IB) initially
encotintered the Abu Sayyaf
group at about 3 pamn.
The fighting lasted several
hours until militants retreated.
. However, tzoops from the
39nd IB-closed in and clashed
the fleeing Abu Sayyaf group
‘of Sahiron sending fierce en-
COUMIETS. ... | e
_ The military also launched

Su lu ci_ash

heavy artillery strike -against
‘the positions of the AbuSayyaf.
- Basilan battle

- Meanwhile, a series of en-
counters also erupted in Basi-
lan when combined forces
of 200 Abu Sayyaf members
attacked -the military camps
in Ungkaya Pukan town and
Barangay Magcawa, Al-Barka
town. - :
Tan said the troops encoun-
tered the Abu Sayyaf led by
Furuji Indama and Isnilon
Hapilon, the alleged appointed
amir of the Islamic State late

“Wednesday night until Thurs-

“day.

The Abu Sayyaf group at-
tacked the camps of 18th IB
in Ungkaya Pukan and in
Barangay Magcawa, Al-Barka
at about 7 am. on Thursday.
The militants reportedly at-
tempted to raise its black flag
in Tipo-Tipo but were repelled
by troops. . ° PR
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By?ﬁann&. Mallan 7 4:

- Government"tmopsyesterdayf.

clashed with two main bands ef
the terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) in Basilan .and Sulu

provifices, resutting in at leastone,

soldier and mine bandits killed
while six troopers and 13
termnsts were wounded, the
military’s Western Mindanao
Cominand (Wesmincom) said.
Maj. Filemon Tan Jr,
Wesnuneom spekesman, said that

: elements of the Army’s 45th
Infantry Battalion{IB) encountered’

the band of ASG senior commander
Radplan Sghironin Patikul, Sulw
at around 3pm.

Tan said that the Eroops wWere

" congueting focused military
operations along Barangay

Kaburtakas where they clashed
with the group of Rahiroem,
composed of about 150 bandits. -

_ . Fighting wasstill ongoing as of -
: ress time yesterday.

'I‘an said that initial resulis showed

'tha,t one soldier was killedin actibn

whﬂe six otherswere wounded.

: .eﬁlge;a 3

: that at legst: fine Abu Sawaf
“hamdits wepslilled-white 18-ethers
werewounded duringthe clashes,

. TWan said that slements of the .
Air Foree provided indirect fire
"support to the enga,ged ground
troops while members of the:
Army’s 32nd 1B were sexnt to

reinforce the 45th IB.

“In Basilan, elements of the Jointt |
Task Force-Basilan engaged the
group of ASG leader Tsmilon!

" Hapilon and Furuji Indama in 2

-geries Gf-encoumbers. in Unghaya
Pukan and Al Barka towns.

“Tan 8434 that the initiel firefight
erupted at.around 8 p.m. Wednesday
which lasted for five hours.

“his morning 7 am. (Thursday),
firefightresuraed in differernt sitios
in Ungkaya Pukan and Magcawa
A1 Barka, Basilan,” Tan said.

sGontinuous indirect fire
suppert and air gtrikes are being

“deployed in the area of operations!
" asfivefight still ongoing as of th:s@
tlme *he added. i

;
S
:

doné and additional troops
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idlers clashw

' GOVERNMENT forces foug'z‘lt himdreds of 5
laImchhtants ontwo remotelslands Thmrsday,

with memﬂﬁa:yaﬁcxaft-badted éamipaignieav-
smkes are being dome and additiomal rOOps ¢
wereéeployeﬁi, he addedmﬂmmgmngdetaﬂs v

- Ay troops hutirig down Abu Sayyafunits
ashed with about 130 of e guntnen ear the
}olo town ofPankuE ka]hnga saléierandwound-”v-

ingupto 10 people dead, the armmy said. -
- The gun batties on the southiern Jslands

of Jolo and Basilan Tollowed ‘ordérs By tiew -

Presidest Rodrigo Duterte forthe securitysex-
“vicesto go,afterthe Abu Sayyaf Group, whach
Tecently beheaded two foreign hostages and
is 4lso blamed for the womst terror atta@ks m
?hiilppme history.

“The fighting was £0}1‘ﬁﬁﬂlﬂg 1ate Tlmxsday

wﬂh more toops bemg rusheé i, backed by

mifitary aircraft and artillery, regional mﬂxtar;
spokesmman Major Filémen Tan tol& I{:‘}EDDHEIS
“Continizous indirect fire suppert and air -

mg six others, Tan said. -

Mi]:mymtelhgence repozts later deted'
that piire Abu Sayyaf members Tere also Iﬂlled' :
~ and 13 others wounded, be added: ,
Meanwhﬂa up o 200 Abu Sawaf gumnen _

ith Abu Sayyaf rebels, 10 dead

have been ﬁg'lmng Tunning gun battles with
+-goverrsment forces in three Basilan towns since
iaiewednesday Tan said, but did notsay if tbere

were casualfies.

‘Thefelo nilitants are beheved 10 be holding
a Nomfeglanresort managerabducted dlsewhere

-inhesuth in‘Septernber Jast year and a Dutch
“birdwatcher Kidnapped in 2012,

- The Abu'Sayyaf beheaded in April and

Junie two Canadian tourists who were kid-
napped along w:th the Nomegzan, whilea |

freed lgs{mon'rh '

AFP
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e Meanwhﬂe m Basﬂan a series of
encounters between members of Joint j

. Task Foree (JTF) Basilan and about '

200 ASG bandits under Isnilon Hapilon

' Ma_;or]memon'lhn Wes‘tem Mind- :
anao Coramand (WesMinCem) spokes- -~ -
man,smdheavyﬁreﬁghtwassﬁﬁanga— ~ {FAB) provide

ing as of press time Jast night.

Tan said operating troops fromthe” Infantr

Army’s 45st Infantry Brigade and 501st-
Brigade were conducting Intensified
Focused Military: Operations against
Sabiron s group when a ﬁreﬁgh’s en-

and Firyji Indama engaged patrolling
“iromps 10 2 firefight that lasted for five
.’nﬂurs__ Wednesday night. The battle
- restrmed vesterday morning in Sitio
Ungkaya?ukaa -and Magcawa, Albarka
a]so W Bastlan -
* There weré no reports of casualfies
; onﬂﬂaer saﬁ‘e bt flreﬁghL is-ongoing

: H“5}391% showed six seldlers
were wounded in the ciash. RRRE
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e kiHed am; a;r stn kes

‘5Cont1nuous mdn'ect fire suppart‘ .

. ;md air strikes are being done and ad- -
ditionaltroops were déployed,” 'he add-

-ed'without giving details. = -

PHILIPPINE governinent - fcrrces.
fought hundreds of Islamic militants.
on two remote islands Thursday, with-

the military aircraft-backed campaign -

" leaving up to 10 people-dead, the Army
said.

The gu
Iands of Jolo and Basilan followed or-

- ders by new President Rodrigo Duterte~
- for the security services to go after'the

Abu Sayyaf, which recenﬂy behead-
ed two foreign hostages and is.also
blamed for the worst terror attacks in
Philippine history.

The fighting was' contmumg late

'Thursday with Tmore troops being .
rushed in, backed by military aircraft -

and artillery, regiomal military spokes-
man Major Filemon Tan told reporters.

n.battles on the 501rt‘hem s

The

b r

Page:

- Army troops -hunting down Abu

. Sayyaf units clashed with about 130 of .
the gummen near the Jolo town of Pa-
., tikal, %illing 4 soldier and woundmg - tag

s:txothezs, Tan-said. - -

-Military intelligence rep@nsla:terde— :

‘termmed thatmine Abu Sayyaf mem-

bers were also killed and 13 eﬂlers_

wounded, he added. .
Meanwh;le ap fo' 200 Abu Sayyaf

-gunmen have been fighting. TUnming
gun battles with government forces in -

three Basilan towns since late Wednes-

"day, Tan said, but did not say if there
were: casualtxes

The Jolo militants are beheved to be
hoidmg 2 Norwegian resort manager

abducted elsewhere in the south in
- September last year and a Dutch bird-
" watcher kidnapped in 2012.

Tan did not reply when asked sbout

" the Impact e‘f the ﬁghtl,ng on the hos-

es.
- The Abu Say’yaf beheaded in April |

_and -June two Canadian tourists who
' were kidnapped along with the Norwe- |

gian, while a Filipina who was abduct- |

_ed with them was freed last month.

- The Abu Sayyafis a loose network of a %
fewhundred Islarnic militants, formed in |

- the 1990s with seed money from Osama J

bin Lader’s. Al Qaida network, that has |
earned miltions of dollars from Iadnap— ;
pmgSwfor “Fansorn. AFP : ;
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Y -Siyamr:akasapmgbandtdonOan S-ayyaf :
aflfy ‘napatilat na ramatiy sa pambagang; -
ngBamnga} Kabuntakas sa'Paﬁkul

File i1 Eng agapagsailta ng Westem N
{Wesﬂﬁfm(:ﬁm ?jbaﬂe Tin“sa nakuba Hilang
‘bo“ima sa 13;ang sugatan sapamg nginga

dalo mxg sl tan s fengkuwentm na’
HRES- sasgspltal ng 3 ailitary headquarter.

: onp 360 1 hip brithabiEng nagsasagAWa BE
SELin _ogcfﬁﬁ%mg “Aropa ng A58 Infdntsy Battalion

Geye:; cAmly{?‘A’jmangmai@sag@am%mr ghumxgﬁ:m;mﬁlmg'.
4-130. naAbuSayyﬂf na}pmangungnn 3 “umzm;m A‘SGOommander :
3 Radulin Sairo
1. D”‘t&namgmnuia“ang aftmﬂmgsagﬁpaan Naapapamioy namm

; ang éieanng OPETBUUE-DE - wRilitat.

' Ang opeTasyonTEmEas “nga sundslo sa natimngiuga; ay ba}zagx pa nsa'-
4 _umatio Bg ginagawang nppatatn o militarupang ‘masalbz ang mga.
{ natitira pang bitag: > ng Abu Sayyaf ka%'lang na dite- aug myam Ta
| dehuyang biktima at tatleng Finoy..

3. Unapang smabmg militar namASG CommanderRadulan‘Sa‘nzron
4 ay ang Styang. ‘hamahawsk sa Norwegiad Kjartan Selidagstand na

4 binantaang pupugiitan dinngule Katyladng ginawa ng mza kidnapper
1 sa dalawa pang dayehang biktimd ma kasama rin myang dmukot sa

amal Island sa Davao dc Nortc
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Lumad tribal leader niratrat

- Dead-on-the-spot ang isang Ata trib-
&l Jeader at nito aang pagbabari-
Hn ng ga pinaghihinalaang miyembro
ng New People’s Army (NPA) kamakala-

wanghapon saPanabo, DavacDel Norte.

_ Kamilela-aig nasawi na sina Ata Pa-
quibato Distriet tribal teader Datu Re-

ben Lahawa, 42, 2t Romeo Tanio, 49. -

.~ - Base sa-wat mi 10th Infanry Di-

visien spokesperson . Capt. Rhy-

“an Batchar, bumibyshe mmano sa na-
tionz] highway. ng Panabo -City ang
mea bildima -sang biglang . lomi-
taw ang mgasuspek na sakay ug dala.
wang motersiklo at pagbabarilin ang
mgaito ng makailmpuls, . ¢
" Bago ang insidente, kasama sima
Labawap-at Tanio sa mga Ata-Mavabo

ihedsaders na.dumalo sa isang conver-

gence forum and consultation na inor-

_ganisang National Commision forIndig-

enous People(NCIP) X1 sa RJ3 Restap-
mnt, Brgy. Gredu ng nasabing lungsed
Pinag-usapan ang pagpapatpad ng
Stope Agriculture Land Technology,
jsang pilet projects para sa lumad, sa

{lalim ng Department of Agriculture, .

Department of Eavironment and Nat-
wral Resources, NCIP at Technical Ed-

peation and Skills Development Au-

fisority kaagapay ang Municipal Agrar-

. an Reform office =t ang City Envire-

-ment and Naturdl Resoumrces Office
ng Pansbo na nagsipagdalo Tin 52 nas-
sbing pagtitipon.

Samantala, patuloy pa rin ang Op-
erasyon sa pagtugls samga salarin ay-
onskzy Batchar {Edniel Parresa) s
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would Taunch a tribal War :
taliation.

Datn RuBen Labawan, 49

was riding a motorcycle driven
by one Romeo Tanio Escosar,

49, when they were attacked by -

five gunmen on thre¢ motorcy-
cles on the nadonal highway in
the village of Gredu iz Panabo,
said Chief Insp. Andrea dela
Cerna,
. Southern Mindanac police of~

fice.
" Labawan and Escosar were

taken to & hospital Where they"

were declared dead. Labawan

had muldple gunshot wounds

while Escosar was shot once. .
Capt. .- Rhyan.. . Batchar,

spokesperson of the Army’s

10th Infantry Division, said the
military feared the family of
Labawan would retallate and
wage a “pangayaw,” or tribal
war.

* The slain tribal chleftam
headed the Supreme Tribal
Council for Peace and Develop-
ment, a staunch anticommunist
ally of the military.

. The New People’s Army has
yet to issue a statemenr on the

spokesperson of the .

gust 201@ ;g:uem]ias

' Wlth a group of soldlers onthe;.r
. way to Paguibato district for a

dialogue with tibal communi-
ties over an agticultural prOJect
for indigenous peoples in re-
mote areas of Davac City and
Davao del Norte.

Two soldiers were killed in
that. attack but Labawan was
urthurt

Col. Ricardo Nepomuceno, -

head of the Army’s 1003rd In-
fantry Brigade, condemned
Wednesdav's . » attack o1
Labawan caﬂmg it “treacher-
ous.”

-Batchar = said Nepomuceno
expressed fears of a pangayaw
over Labawan’s killing.

Maj.” Gen. Rafael Valencia,
10th Iifantry Division chief, ex-
pressed grief overthe killing of
Labawan, who had been active-
Iy helping the military in efforts
4o uplift the living conditions of
indigenous peoples.

The head of the Southern -

Mindanao police has ordered
the creation of a special investi-
gation task group to solve the
kﬁlmg anstonLIm, Inquirer
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2 Jumads
DAVAC CITY — Suspected
New People’s Army (NFPA)
rebels shot dead the leader of
a lumad tribe and his associate
along the national highway in

Panabo City, Davao del Norte _ .
- . ™ cerity of communist insurgents

on Wednesday.

shot dead.
nounced dead-on arrival in a
hospital. . :
" {ol, Ricardo Nepomuceno,
1003rd Infantry Brigade com-
_ mander, condemned the attack
" gven as he questioned-the sin-

Capt. Rhyan Batchar of the': o Tesume peace negotiations

public affairs office of the 18th
Infantry Battalioh identified
the victims as RubenLabawan,

42, chieftain of fhe Ata-Manoloe.-
tribe in Paquibato district,

and Romeo Tanio, 49. . ,
~ The victims had just at-
tended ameeting organized by
the National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples at the RJ3
Restaurant in Barangay Gredu
when unidentified men ontwo
fotorcycles shot them from
behind.

The wvictims were pro-

with the govertiment.
 Peacetalks with communist
rebels are setto resumein Oslo,
Norway this month. -
Maj. Gen. Rafael Valendia,
1015t Infantry Division com-
mander, said Labawan had ac-
tively worked with.the govern-
ment in identifying programs
to alleviate the condition-of
Tumad cornmunities. o
Pursuit operations have
‘peen launched for the rebels.
— Edith Regalado, Jaime
Laude

: : z
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2 &umads sh 't dead in Davao dei Norte

shot and killed by suspected New
People’s Army(NPA) rebels at around

4 p.m. on Wednesday, afteratteudmga; B
forum organized by the National Com-
mission for Indigenous People INCIP)

in Panabo City, Davao del Norte.

Datu Ruben Labawan, 42, tribal -

leader of the Ata m’be of Paqmbato
District and his companion Remeo

Tanio, 48, were shot from behind by

armed men on board tws motorcy~
cles.

Capt Rhyan B Bai:char cmef of bR

vision Pubhc Aﬁalrs Office Of the 10th
Infantry Division, said that the two vic-

S ST A S S - -'“mmajomedtheconvergencefarumand'
DAVAQ CITY — Two lumads were *

cohsultation organized by the NCIP in
Brgy. Gredu, Panabo, along with other

Tumad leaders and representatives -

of the pational and local government

- agencies. ..
The meetmg suppasediy dlscussed ‘
g pﬂot areas within lumad communi-

ties for the Slope Agnculture Land
Techhology, a farming method imple-
mented by the Department of Agricul-
ture, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources , NCIP and Techni-

cal Education and Skills Development

_Anthority, Municipal Agrarian Reform

Office and the City Environment and
Natural Resources Office of Panabo.
Col. Ricardo Nepomuceno, 1003rd
Infantry Brigadé commander, linked
the killing to the communist rebels
anil questioned the group’s sincerity

‘intheresumption of peace talks.

But he added he is not also dis-

* cotnting the possibility that it could be

due 1o “pangayaw,” ortribal war, be-"

- tween the families of the two victims. -

He vowed that the military will do
its part to prevént further bloodshed
involving lumads.

The Philippine National Police,
meanwhﬁe echeed the condemnation
of the death of the Lumad leader.
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IS thi

: F atahshca'boui 1115 safety,

>resident Dutefte brushed
side yesterday reported death
hreats and said the Vice Presi-

ent would contirue the fight

against illegal :.drugs if he is
killed. L

.:-

" «I'm confident God will
decide everything. If God does
not want:me to die, I will not
die. 1f God wamts me out of the

scene, I'will'be gone. 50 babay

na limg (that's a goodbye),”

" - Duterte. said when asked on

about the Islamic State {I8)

planningan attack in his home
city'of Davao, He was to leave..
last night for Davao City. "~ *

Puterte said he is aware of

yavao? If I die, babay na lang
; state-mnPTV4 from M.éiacls:- _
‘fiarig 0 comment On TEPOTLS

reporis that some illegal drug
personalities are raiSing more
than P1 billion to have him

. assassinated.

*." “You have your Vice Presi-
dent...that is why we have
7 Turni 1o Page 3

IS “FromPaged .
avice president. There is always this ride
of succession,” Dziterﬁce_-saida PP
", Duterte expressed corifidenceéthateven
if he will be out of the picture, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and Philippine
National Police will not take-the issue oR
illegal drugs “sitting down.” ‘

- agenif I'm gone, they will not allow
these animals... Lerd Robredo becomes
president (and. she) will also be harsh
(becatise) we're talking about the welfare

_of the country,” he saigd. 3
He said those involved in kKidnap-for-
ransom syndicates have shifted to the
iflegal drug trade because it is easier to
doandlesstisky. -7 ‘ :
. Duterte again called for the reimposi-
tion of the death penalty in the country,
sayingthe criminals can always choose to
- chift from one operation o another with-
' out threat of capital punishment.
e believes thie lack of the death pen-
alty is the “meat of fhe problem.”.
Duterte was reachng o a-question on
, his security, paricularly on his going
home to Davao City inthe wake ofthreats |
of Islamic State (IS) militarts. ;

B _fﬁsson,\ﬁ'eeM‘ayOﬂsaoldDdtéﬂeyeé—

. ferday revealed the city is facing threats
fromthelS. . .. T .

- Duterte, the presidential son who is

now-the,acting city mayot, said he has

- already ordered the police and militaryto.

“beef up secutity and intendify intelligence.
gathering to avert possible attacks, . 7

_The yotnger Duterte satd he has some

information about the whereabouts of the

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: ¢
£rmy Core PUrpose. Servi

| graup ]mked wfch ’rhe Bﬁﬁtreﬁlse d to.
-give speciic details. . ol

D o Stensiying e gatheing o

information. We cannot disclose details or

confirm anyfhing as yet,” he said.
" The vice mayor said that he has co-

ordinated with the dity’s anti-terrorism

group, Task Force Davao, thie Davao City
Police Office and the-military’s Hastern

* IS terrorists in the city.

get more informafion abott

the threat.

© ‘Davao City police chief

Serior Supt. Michael Dubria

said they would look further

into the intelligence report
“and mzke sure the necessary
' security measures are inplace.

Duibria said the dity has alsd

" been on heigi‘-ltened alert'since
_jtis the hometown of President
Drsterte, who goes home every

weekend.

“We also factor it in, that
- since the President is also
~from Davao City. Thatis why
there is also that threat,” Du-

bria said..

- “Turnto Page 11

“ Mindanao Command :(Easmﬁxlcqm) 1o

', He said authorities are now
validating the reports.. - -
~ Bastmincom commander Lt
Gen. Leonardo Ray Guerrero
said the military is coordinat-
ing with police counterparts to
verify the threats. '
Guerrero said they have no .
information that would con-
firm the supposed presence-of

_ But just the same, Eastrnin-
com has raised and intensified
its security monitoring in the

77

IS From Page 3

city, he said.
“Being a progressive city
and the place of residence of the

_President, we expect the level

of threats will also go higher.
Also, the city is celebrating the
yearty Kadayawan Festival next

1month,” Guerrero said.

“ As far as we are concerned,
we don't have any information

- on any direct threat coming

from IS in the city,” he added.
— Giovanni Nilles, Edith Re-
galado, Jaime Laude
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AVAQ CITY - The city govern-
¥ ment here remains unfazed

warned the public to be vigilant and coor-
dinate with authorities,

. Security has been beefed up along
the city’s entry and exit points after City
Hall on Thursday revealed that terrorist
group ISIS has targeted the hometown of
President Duterte. -

_ Acting Mayor Paolo Z. Duterte said
that the military and police have been in-
formneqd of the report. :

The acting mayor also ordered the
intensification of intelligence — gathering
to avert possible attacks from the inter-
pational terror group. |
| Intelligence-gathering

He said he has already some informa-

tion abowut the whereabouts of the group
but refused to give specific details.

The information, he said, must be
validated first.

“We are intensifying the gathering of
information. We cannot disclose details
or confirm anything as of yet,” he said.

Duterte said that he has already co-
ordinated with the city’s anti-terrorism
group, Task Force Davao, the Davao
City Potice Office, and the Eastern
Mindanae Command of the military to

and Davao City Police Office director S
Supt. Michael John Dubria to intensiy
their intelligence gathering efforts and
double their securify operations espe-
cially in the houndaries of the city” Du-
terte said.

“Be vigilant” he added. “If there is
someone acting suspiciously who is not
& member of your community, you can
inform the PNE TF Davao, Or even vour
Barangay Officials.”

Coastal secarity muscie

get more information about the said

threat.
The rain entry points of Davao City

are manned by personnel from the TF ¢

Davao, who ask passengers of public
transport to step out of their vehicies
while the personnel scan the vehicles us-
ing K& units.

“T already mstructed Task Force
Davac commander Col. Henry Robinson

Meanfimne,

ng:ls MRRV) from Japan that will be as-
signed off the shore of the “Malacanang
of the South” at the Department of Public
Works and Highways QPWH) compound
in Pandacan. this city where President
Duterte holds office,

PCG-Davao acting station command-
er LCDR Restituts Conclo Jr said that
the new sea asset is expected {v arrive in

the region in September this vear. which
would also boost their rescue capabill-
fies, maritime patrol. and marine envi-
ronmental protection efforts.

He said that all 16 vessels will be de-
livered in two vears, and the PCG-Davao
is expecied to get another unit since
Davao is the priority area to ensure the
safety of the president white the rest will
be distributed to 12 other coast guard sta-
tions in the country. (With a report from
Antonio L.Colina I¥V)

'the Philippine  Coast
Guard-Davao will get one of the 10 brand
¢ new 4-meter multi-role response ves-
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3 o fo *RBEL PA’REI‘:‘IO
ZAMBGANGA CITY <

'eéaﬂ busmessman lad-

napped by Abu Sayyaf band:uts 1ast year was freed on

Wednesday

. Araji Maahi was released ‘
at around 10:45 am. m Ba-

~ rangay Wanih Piyanjthan in
Parang town inSuly, said Maj.
Filemon Tan Jr., spokesman
for.the Western Mindanao

C@mmanc‘i

“Ten said soldiers who res-
ponded to reports that Maani
was seen in the ared brought
the businessman to the head-
guarters of Joint Task Force

© Sulu, where he underwent

debriefing and counseling.
Maand was taken from this
dty on July 27.
© It was not immediately
known if ransom was paid,
butTan said focused military
-operations pressured the Abu
Sayyaf to release Maani.
Three other Filipinos and
nine foreigners — a Nor-

wegian taken from Samal
Island, a Dutch birdwatcher
-and seven Indonesians -
.remain in the hands of the
- AbuSayyaf.”

Abdut “fhree hotirs before

" Maari wag freed, an Abu Sayy—
af gimman was killed in an
" encounter with government
troops in Barangay Ma}igay in
Paﬁku} fowrm .

‘Basilan clash
Tan said fighting erupted

in Al-Barka town in Basi-
lan on Wednesday night and

" early yesterday when aroumid
200 bandits attacked mlh’tary

‘cammnps.
He said Abu Sayyaf gun—
men stormed the headquarters

. of the 18th Infantry Battalion

and its detachment in Baran-

. gay Magcawa

A village official said an-
other group ‘attacked a school
in Tipo-Tipo, damavfmg some
classrooms;

The offidial said the attack
cotild be a diversionary tactic
of the Abu Sayyaf.

There was no immediate
J:ep@rt -om the number of ca-
sualiies: .
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- “He mgedresadems 10 bewgllam ’
: while the authorities were venfy '

ing the reported threat.

. AFP Eastern Mindanao 'Cwom- 5
; m&nder, It Gen. Leonardo Gumam, :
" has directed ATy comman&ars tic

coordinate closely with the pofice

. atithorifies and tensify ntelligerice

gaﬂnenngand conduct antiterrorism
. and counter-tertorism actvities not
onlyinDavao, but the whole region.

Guetrero pointet out that the -
. mﬂnarys posture on thie matter _

g zem;a,ms Ihe same a8 ‘Lhe threat

S leveied agamst Davao mcreased
3 -'bemg the *I’reszde-rns hc;metawn. :

. ‘ten:onsm operaﬁons o
i The mmcamefoﬂmmg fecent -
KIS attadionamightdubin Pachong,.

- Selangor in Malaysia Just oistside the
“capital Kuala Tarnper that wounded
eight people, andasuidide attack on a -
 policestationin central Tavamindone—'-f “
o ﬁntyBaﬂahman&SlstMechanmd

mathﬁt:muredanﬂﬁﬁen

ISIShasa‘ismﬂueaienedthethhp.
piries and 4n 6né of its Tatest propa-
ganda,calledforhadists aronndthe *

wotld to go to the largely Catholic
couintry and wage holywar.

’Hewever, Armed Forces of the

o Phlhppmes Chief of Staff 1+, Gen.
. Ricardo Visaya on Thursday said !
- they have not recetved any infor-
" mmation on the-alleged threat as

‘revealed by the younger Duterte -
. ‘baven't received any similar
Iepom ’butas always terrorist threats

i are :pm of our mtelhgence uxnits’

As;lce&abomﬂaepmsence of ISISin

o ﬁzeconnnjy;Vasayasa;dThaﬁhesame
wasnotvalidated.

”OMYWWE@ASG {Abu Sayyaf
Group) hat have publicly dedared
supportto thesaid group,” headded

Just I’ECE‘.Bﬂ}E suspected jihadists
“ambushed 2 convey of the 65 In-

'Compargmlxdamm City In Lanao

-del Sar, lélizngan:armysoldaer and
woun&eé three others,

- ALJACINTO AND

FERNAN MARASIGAN
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- BYMOHSAADUDDIN
' . CORRESPONDENT -

'ORE atrocities are threatening
Mindanao after several attacks

Lin Lanao del Sur and Basilan -

provinces in the Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao {ARMM) have been

daimed by the Islamic

State (IS or ISIS)

which hinted ties with local jihadists -

groups in the country.

The IS Técently casted to hiave
carried out attacks during the last
week of the Islamic holy month

&f Ramiadan; a few days-after 18- :
 separate incidents in Al-Barka

Asian fighters in Syria surfaced in

a video otdering its SuppOTers n-

Southeast Asian countries, such as

Malaysia, Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines, to wage mOIe attacks and
wnify under ene umbrella group.

Security forces confirmed the.

town in Basilan and Marawl
City in Lanao del Sur but pro-

Hanila @imeﬁl Page: 4 7
g o § B 8 : | ‘

- vided no further details. Marawi
- policesdid they were tracking

down the suspects.

' But in its bulletin on July 2, the
IS's Amagq news agency website
claimed that “2 Filipino soldiers
twere] killed inthe mumicipality of

. ‘Tugaya, in addition to the destruc-
. tion-of an armored vehicle, killing

those inside, near a Filipino army
base in the city of Marawi in the
Southern Philippines.”

On June 29, the news agency

" also reported that “15 Filipino

soldiers [werel killed, as Islamic
State fighters carried out 2 at-
tacks during the last 2 days in
the «ity of Marawi.”

" The Amnaq reporis were be--

ing shared online by IS Ranao,
known to the military as “Maute
group” oz.“foreign and local ter-
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xonst orgamzanom (PL’I‘O}” in
the remote town.of Butig n'la- -

. mao del Surand aglhadlsi group
previously known as Khﬂafah

Islamiyah Movement (KIM).
Meanwhﬂe, Bng Gen. Res-
fituto Padilla jr.; Armed Forces

' of the Philippines spokesman,
- downplayed the fhreat, calling it
_ apropaganda-of thelocaljihadists -
-to get the: attentionof the foreign
terror group. forsupport..

“They are part of the propa- .
panda of these groups. They sen-
sationalize and twist the atrocities.
like claiming that at Jeast 200 of
their armed members attacked a

_ military Getachment. .

* Parang may pangyari 12pos
papalzkikin nila at babalukeutin -
yung ; karofoﬁaﬂ&a para ma Suit

yung purpose nila para maisu-

: {ogg: yung propaganda nila at
inaipaldta na malakas sifa {If

something happened they will

“blow it out of proportion, twist

the truth to suit their purpose
and push their propaganda ‘to

showtheir might),” Padillasaid. -

Since jure the military tem-
porarily. stopped its operation
against Abdullah Maute's group in

Tespecttothe sacred month.of Ra~

madan whilecomtinuous military
offensive was on-going inBasilan
and Sulu against another local
jihadists, the Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) led by Isnilon Hapilon.

_The twogroups had both pledged _
allegiance to thedS. o
The ASG, know for kidnap-

ping, bombing and beheading
activities, is-still holding several
hostages in Sulu mdudmgN orwe-

 gian Kjarian Seldingstad, who was

" suatched in Samal Island, Davao

del Norte province last September
21, 2015 along with Robert Hall
and John Ridsdel-and a Filipina,
"Maritess Flor:

The group teleased Flor with-
out ransom but decapitated
Hall and Ridsde] after deadlines

-lapsed to pay the P300-million
' ransom they were demanding for

- each of their hostages.

" The ASG has wamed that Sek-
kingstad might have the same
destiny of Hall and Ridsdel if the
government fails to pay the ran-
‘SOIT OF eXpress ntent to negotiate.
Eaglier reports said that private
negotiations are taking place for
the safe release of Sekkingstad
under the Duterte administration.
WITH FERNAN MARASIGAN
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1515, says

State of Iraq and Syria, ateordingto

maintained that there is ne IS

‘said .he-has

Force Davaoand
Davao City Police
Office to beefup
o : T security.- and
| _intensifyintelligence gafhering toavert
| “possible attacks ffom the jihadist
| group,alsureferred to b the name
| Daesh?responsibiefcs;variﬂusdeadly-
| attacks indifferent countries.. *.

; Terrorist linked to IS were
I
t

" Jast November:

* ofinformation. We cannot disclose
. details or confirm anything2s ofyet;”
he told a pressbriefing. - .- - :

7 The acting mayor alsoadvi

publicto remain calm and vigilant. 3

) Duterte o1 its Facebook wall, hours

‘Davao under
Yueat from .

" The hemetown of Prestient
- Duterte isreportedly facing threats -
from international terror groupJslamic

hisson, acting Mayor Paolo Duterte; -
but govermment Securiy forces ”

affiliated gronp

Paclo Ditterte

orderedthe Task

" respensible for the Brussels bombings
at the city’s airport and a subway .
‘stationin March and the Parisaitacks

“We sre intensif‘ﬁng?{;h'é g’étheﬁzgg :

édthe :

- TheDavao City InforfnationOffice -
posted an “additional quote” from

. Turn o page 7°
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“whether the inform
‘apuot, whether there is an actual
threat from ISIS or none, what is

important is that the people are -
fjow indormed. Andbecause of that,:
ali5f us are vigilant now. The
pulic and all coricérned agendies”

Hagbeen alerted:and are doing
&iffthing to avert thethreat from.

RIS, 1 repeat, we are’ still

verifying this information.” .
??B oth police and .militaTy
Sithorities, however, dovmplayed

fims terror threat sounded by |

nphirmed Forces of, the

Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff - f

gl

- has not received any report as he

“gdntained there-is-ho-I8IS - -
. pr,eSence'inthe;counﬁrg' e

Th 3

. I haven't received a1y similar’
.;_%)_pr.t but as always terrorist

fressed.

ey validation 'of'ffépdfts,'- :

L Gen. Ricardo Visaya saidhe

, ’E}%{eats are part of ourintelligence
Sits monitoring effors,” Ye

.ﬁﬁﬁe so far,” replied Visaya when
$%ed of the AFP assessment of -

& presence of ISIS in the

PHitippines, adding “only groups:
. bids the ASG {Abu Sayyaf group)
et have publicly declared support

tothesaid group.”

- fxEastern Miridanao _Cémmah& 1
Chief 1%, Gen. LeonardoGuerrero |

 said they have no informationyet
segarding any terror threat but-

_ ?hey are now in comimurications;
ith the mayor regarding the:

lpecific threat of the ISIS.”

Ee, however, stressed his

roops are on alert §o that they
gean tmmediately put a stop to any
Yform of terrorism.
! Davao City police chief Senior
Isapt. John Michael Dubria also
downplayed Daterte’s information
but called onthe public to remain -
| e said the information he got
was that there 18 threat against
(Cotabato egion but not Davao City.
} /ButDubria was quickto defend
' Dixterte in revealing the supposed
threat to the public.

~ The Davao City police chief
said such move prompted further
intensification of security
operations there.

Dubria said he already
ordered intensified conduct of
checkpoint operations, additional
deploymert oftroops and doubling
of beat and foot patrols around |
the city.
~He said coordination with
| other government seé curity
1 agencies like the AFP and the
1 coast Guard was also
T strengthened.
= Dubria also admitted that
_ihere are other threats the city

is facing from lawless armed
FIOUDS.

. *Qther reglons are
- gxperiencing threats from lawiess
med group. Davao Region is
forent because we not only
82fperienced threats from lawless
-f ‘§r’med group but aiso from BIFF,
© ASG .. most especially now that

£
14 :

ot police have stepped up their
91g¥mpaign against llegal drugs, 8o |
toigis also possible that drug lords °

" and personslities involved in drugs -

svimd those whose businesses were

t

shpffected in our intensified °

9mmpaign.a,gainst illegal drugsthat

oikhey plan to T etaliate,”
gy findaNews quoted him as saying.
. riig; The jihadist Islamic State had
M earlier advised its followers to
5 Bﬁqepm the Philippines as a stage
‘,z 5 fierror operations in Southeast
UA%ia asit created 2 “province” in
a.a'afgindanao with Aba Sayyaf Group
1848, der Isnilon Hapilon as emir of
mofge “Islamic State in the

gmail.con - ' P}'ﬁ;ippma_st”w .

[

i
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aistf According to'the UShased Long
sriar Journal of the Foundation for .
+x Defense of Demoeracies which
Hwas an offshoot of the 91l terror
ggtacks in 2001, the I8 has
. gffi cxa]lyﬁrea:tedaprevmcemthe
Igmhppmes “after-‘months of
uﬂdupw}uchancluded p“}eﬁges«)f‘
0 hc:yaltv frorn variouslocalgionps.™
Beeen In'a video, three sipposed IS
Shilitants - aFﬂlpmo,aMaiaysxan
52514 an Indonesia, urged their
followers to troop to the
Philippines if they can't afford to
. join IS ranksin Syria; -
pion It also issued a warning to,
waPresident Duterte of their
srigpotential activities as they have
urged their followers to target the
thppmes ‘

C:k:ri*”*:;'cl
l:* c:-f W
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-smb "’ﬁnangpmgngmundﬂ :
“Gayunmaf, sinab Af g

i Armed Furces of the Philip-~

ay k&g
‘harta umeno-mula-sa terots-

sl nig karahe%m k=1 Davao
Gy,
1n‘hayag .rtosm Eavao{tﬁy

V’ce MayorPablo-Dotertena

rakipag-ugnayanasa pulis-
yeatmiitar apang befipikahin .-

angbaniangiSISanginems-

Hionalterronst group narespon-
sablé sariga pag-atake na
Jiqnasa_wi ng daardaang tao

mrnggaumng‘iS!Saamag’rﬁsar

pines spokesman Biig. Gan.

~Resituto-Padila nainaalampa

nyykanilang hanay ang impor-
masyon patungke! sa banta
sa*syudad - -
Hlndmaman rnakumpirna
o maitanggi i Davae City

- Pofive-Office {DCPO) Chist -
*Michdiel John Dubia ang na-
- sabmgbantasasyudaﬁhaga
-t tiniyak nitong mahigpnt

Smablpam]}ubna nafine

- @ pupwedengmagmg kalma:

do ang-mja otoridad sa-nge--

~yonat; patiiley ang-keanilsng

papiging alerto at pagpapaidios
ngmga tauhan uparzgiwa}(mg
Jigtas-ang sywdad.

Pinayuhandin ang publike
‘na maging mapagmamag at
kaagad ipagbigay-dlam ‘sa
“plisys “ang kahina=Hinalang
mga 120 0 gawain.

_ang “Davaa Clty Police ng

~wa-bagd pa man idaos ang

- sa Minfianao ang ilang mi-
yembro nig terostang Jema-

™
Pahina. __ 7

Noong*Hinyd, naglabas
Bang‘lerenstwatcrﬂlst DR ging--

thanksgiving party i Pangu-
{ongHodrige Duterte.

ltio'y matapos umanong
makatanggap ng ulat ang mga
puifis-Davao nanakapasok na

iah lglamiyah Movement-na
kaayadong 3818, -
_ JEFF GALLOS'
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O% july 2016 Pahina. G

ISIS threat

. KGnumpira g et

ing Mayor Paolo Duterte

pa may makeking bemta -

ang Islamdic State of Irag
and Syfa{I8IS)sa siyu-
dad ng Davad.
Tpinag-utos D2 i
Dnterte sa kapulisan at
kagundaluhean na TdoBg
paigtingan ang seguiidad
ga buong lungsed upang
mapigll ang mga posib-
leng pag-ateke ng 110
ristang grapo. . -
Nagbigay ito 18 ins-
traksyon sa mga Fwiorlk

sa

dad kengnay ng napaba-
litang banta.. ’

paglvba ng mga 10por

‘masyon Sa pamarmagh-.

zkikipag-alyan-

sa ng lokal na pamalsa-

Jaap sa Davao City Po-

lice Office, Bastern Min-

danae Command a3t ba
ang swtoridad.

Sa Yasalvkwyan 2y
may hawak g fIypoT-
masyon 5z Duterie ngunit
hindi mina ito naghigay
ang detalye cahil kaila-

tan ng p

Pinaigting Gin ang

Davao kumpirmado

‘ngan pa itong heripika

ng intelligence network.
Tpinaguios dis nite
sa Task Force Davac pa
Iilong higpitan =2ng TAgE
entry points ng hmgsod.
14l0 pang pinagbutl eng
pagmonitor ngayon samay
mga“-kaduda-duéang—idlos.
Nanawagen din fio sa
mga taga Davao ng mana-
tiling kalmado -at maging
alexto Tin 58 P itan
ng pageport s2 Eistirpisied
k= duda dndang kilos sa
paligid. (Malon Cablinda)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-85585 Local; 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

7




. Northern Samar-one

' SantiagoSalas:
- 9. dom’t

! mation,” said the gOVernor.

AESIZE OF THE ARKY CHIET BUBIC AR

Wis

- ByJoeyA.Gabieta’ ©
 InquirerVissyas *.

TACLOBAN CITY—A newly elected congressman

“and his  oncle, who 1s
' Samar, were accused by
“Pront (NDF) inl Eastern Visayas 0

governor in Northern
the National Democratic

finvolvement in

 illegal drugs in'the province.
On its website, the NDE an
wmibrelia ‘group of underground -
Leftist organizations, inclading
the Communist Party of the
Philippines, identified Rep. Bd-
win Ong as the P —
“biggest druglord” in :

" of the country’s poor=
 est-provinces, who is
- “being’ supperted I
" the dllégal trade by
' hi$ uncle;" Gow Jose
. .Ongf." e
el Bt e Governor
. Ong, who ismow on |
. his"second . termy
brushed aside the al-
-: legation raised by
# NDF - ‘through its
~ spokesperson:  Fr.
. GOV.JOSEONG

E : know ,
-where the (NDF) got that infor--
~ “festheir practice 10 accuse Ay~
body without ary basis,” he said.
- The governorinsisted that he,
had been fighting illegal drugs’
in Northern Samar. Lo

“widespread itlegal drug trade

~Northern Samar 15 Tated as
the poorest province in Bastern

Visayas where six-out of 10peo-
. ple are clagsified as poor, ac-

‘cording to the survey of the
philippine Statistics Authority
duringthe firstquarter of 2015.
The other provinces in East-
rn Visayas are Samas, Rastern
“Saniat Leyie,
-and Biliran. "
i The staternent issued by the

red 1o media outlets here, was

made .apparently in Tesponse 10
'the call of President Duterte for
the cOmHTMISt group to help him
in his campaign to rid the coun-

tryof the fllegal drug rnenace..

. In 2 ope-page statement, the
dlaimed that the two OffF-

‘were ©'behind = [the

in the province.”

"~ “The rebels expressed COTICET .
over the alleged proliferation-of
- illegal drugs in Northern Sairar

that “these are evell sold to ele-

mentary students ahdinremote

towns,”
- "NDF also
that the Ongs wei€

--ysing. the local po-

GFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - EM/" Jice to arrest drug

Army Core Purp

pushers who were
pot under their pro-
tection. o

ose: S

P

Southern. Leyte

‘NDF onits website and distribut--

.alle"ged ’

T agency
_mation: on
ment of the Ongs on

“Visayas

provide other details.

.-

The  commumist
group, however, did
not cite specific cas-
s or present evi-
dence to back ifs
-claim. _
. TRogelette Urgel;

information, officer

of - the - regional
‘Philippine Drug En-
forcement Agency (PDEA), ma
ohone interview, said that the
did not have any infor-
the alleged involve-
the illegal
drug rradein Northern Samar: "

Asked if the PDEA S monitor:
ing local officials in EHastern
who~are- involved in
drngs, Urgel said yes.- :

e consider them as high-
value targets,” shesaid.

TUrgel, howeves, declined 10

But in-Cebu, 2 brother of a

- town mayor did-net wait for po-

lice to arrest it fof Hisinvolve-
ment in drugs. ’
Jover Jusay, brother of Cat-
mioni town Mayor Dan Jusay, i
the first drug suspect 10 present
himself at the police statian in
the town in northern Cebu and
prormise to stop selling drugs.
Senior Insp. Roberto Hugo,

chief of the Catmion _police
precinct, said = the mayors

 younger brother was No. 201
" the potice list 6f drug personali-

ties. With areport from Carmel

—— Loise Matus, Tnquirer VIsayas
amatl B ~

——e

;. Securing the iam

.

deny being
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China has refused toO take

* part in the arbitration and

¢ says It will not accept the’
" eoutt’s ruling. :
M Dutérte on Tuesday said

* %,e-was optimisticthat the rul
_ ing would be in the Philip-
© imes favor. And ¥ it is, he
_said he was willing o talk
- oqyith Chim. = 5% e

- “War’ adirty word )

- «3f s favorable 1O g, let’s
. ‘talk. We are Dot prepared 1@
" go to war. War is.d dirry word
1€ Jow, but we will proceed ac-
;-gz?uaﬁ;i cordingly after we shall have
- t'erlt;ation:-' ~sthe-copy ofthe arbicral judg-
= : ment,”hesaid. -

egaﬁg?ga?}g?;i 7hao was one of the first
Ve " few diplemats with whom Mz
: _@fﬁﬁhe South Chi- Duterte met after the May 9
e e 5 o - -glections, with partial returns
| Zhao went to the Palace 1@ e ing hirm on the W2y t0 be.
-pgpxiejamgssggejfr om e iﬁgelected?resid-ent, T
; %’;es;deggm]) {?gemg )C;?sgml‘m: . Zhao was also. among the
s thi bl on O S - Liplomars present . 2t Mr

Hon as the ppne’ Duterte’s - imauguration om
~ President, according to the June 30

presidem:ial' gpokesperson Er- ! . - -

nesto Abella. . )

_ Asked if the South China
 Sea dispute was discussed,
“ Abella said no- further infor-

mation was available. s

Foreign Secretary Perfecto

Yasay was also present at the

- meeting. - E

july 12 ruling Lo
. The UN-backed Permanent
~-Gourt of Arbitration awill hand
_ dewn its ruling on the Philip-
" pine case on July 12, with In-
ternational . officials and ex-
perts €Xpecting the’ decision
to go:against China. .

OEFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PLBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5235, 5295
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" ¢ Op theotherside were

r OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.amy201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Taptop computersand notepa

empty chairss . o

¢laims inthe South China Sea,
arguing that the panel has no
jurisdiction to rule on the dis-
pute with the Philippines. '

" putwith a decision scheduled
10 be announced next-week, Bei-

Jing seerns to be getting NEervous. |

Showofstrength . -~

T a show of szength, itkicked
off a week of naval exercises in
the-Seuth Ching Sea-on- Tuesday

" pearthe dispirred Paracel Islands,
where the Chinese ‘military has-

installed surface-to-air missiles.-

;. And inyecent montlis, it has
mounted an arduous campaign
outside the courtroom to rebut
the Philippines and nndermine
the tribunal enlistng countries

- of the Sea (Undos), witi sithe”
- i of fhie Philippine compla
nd the tribunaPs deliberatons.”
- “The importasice of the issue.
" 35 “whether international Tules
willbe obeyed,” Kausikan said.
" “China, he: added; “cannot
-+ pickand choose which rulesito -
follow sor .only i

" 4withairstrips-and radar.

u

+ China has plled

physical race, dredging sand to

build otie island after another -
‘over the objections of its neigh

e Cimese eadership quicly
dismissed the tribunal without ex-
tensive consiltation with the ‘for-

- o the Usited States, aid - eign policy establishment, accord-
Dors ax s e = ' ing to several Chinese scholars.

equipping many of the islands
Bﬁtif‘them‘bunai‘nﬂes'inifavor
5 the Philippines on key issues, it
covld put President Xi Jinping of
China on the defensive—or, SOmME,
worry, push himinto acomer

. “Thisisanatier of wider signif-
jcance thanthe South:China Sea.”-
said Bilahari Kausikan, a Singa-
‘porean ambassador at jarge, not-
“ing that China has signed the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on the Law

- Sepsingan =npp_?u3§fﬂié:_

' Gbama administration has be-

- gun a diplomatic ‘push- of s -
* own, backing the:

from Russia to Togo o support’

fts claim to waters that include

* Yital trade routes and may hold

oil and other natural TESOUTCes.
i The flurry of activityisasign of
how much is at stake in what was

For a “rules-based order atsed”

andtheuse ofmtérnaﬁpnal'iéw"

to settle territorial disputes. -
" Neither. Washington nor Bei-

" jing paid much artention whenl

‘once an obscure jegal case before-
an obscure arbitration panel. -

. The outcome could alter the

Respéct forint llaw

dynamics of the: South China-

' Gea conflict, shifting it from a.

race to establishpliysical domi-

- hance over flie watets to a:CoOR~

- gpicuous test of Beijing’s Te-
 gpect for international law and - o )

.3 Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

‘Iuglul;ﬂatera__l im_t_imﬁpns._

' 3LIC AFF

the Philippine foreign -secretary,
 Albert del Rosario; began the case
“before the Permanient. Gourt of
Arbitration in 2013, notlong after

Clina-wrested control of an atoll -

Jnown as Panatag (Scarborough)
Shoal from the Phitippines..

The US staté department’s
senior. diplomat for Fast Asia,
Daniel R. Russel, has said he

case at the time.

24

s

comply when

Sdip i sh -

he tribupal and
 persuading ‘allies to speak out

Beijing’s positon has ot
changed. Because the sovereign-
1y of scattered reefs, rocks and is-

.1ands in the South China Sea 18

in dispute, it argues, the tribunal
cannot rule on competing claims

'to the waters surrounding them.

Unclos says nothing about

" the sovereignty ofland.

‘No guestion of sovereignty

- But the Philippines has been
careful to frame irs corpplaint
in & way that sidesteps the
question of who has sovereign-
ty over the islands and reefs..

. For example, Manilz has asked

‘the tribunal to declare that nine

specific reefs and rocks, inchud-
ing sdme that China has ‘budlt in-
to artificial islands, are t00 small
to be used o assert ecOnOmIC
rightstoe the waters around thet,

Tegardiess of who controls them.
<% "Unclos allows a naton 10 exer- -

(ise spvereignty over warers up to

- 21,6 ¥ometers from ts coast, and

it grants economic rights over wa-

{ yers of 2 natior?s continental shelf
‘and to 360km from its coast

" But the treaty says reefs that
are entirely submerged at high

tide ._a_nd- artificial islands can-

was unaware of the PHIliPPIne o oo Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5299
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asked the mbumﬂ 1o ﬁnd that
China has violared the treaty by -
¥ buﬂdmg islarids in the Philip-
pines’ ecopomiic waters, inter- -
fering “with its fishermen, en-
dange:mg its shlps :md damag-

i ings dfmand is :Forﬁie m’bsneﬂ 10

rq;ectﬁbma s dazmmsevere;gm- :
: :‘;over_watezs wm:u_a 'ﬁ:ﬁne-.

s, -even. n"aveled 10

Russm, for example, agrees
that the tribunal $hould ot re-

_scive the dlspute but it has been

1e5e buﬂdup,

¥~ ghip ywith Viemam,  which dlso f
R damas pazt ofthé sea.

- Af a-COntentious meeg -

- hosted Tast month, China pres-

v sured the 10~ smember Associa-

The United® States mgned the
UN treaty but never rahﬁed 1t

US challenge
- The Obama adnnmstranon

has struggled to_deter Belfjing .
- from building islands and mili-

tary outposts inthe SouthChina

Sea, with increased naval pa-
‘trols and stronger alliances in
the region having little-effect.
«  PBut it concluded last year

‘that the tribundl case presented “to’badcdown. He has used his

‘an opening to push back na

alls | @ifferent way.

- hxstoncal ewdem&e, mduﬂmg

.. maps published in the 1940s and -
19505 thatghow the dashes. .

: Bumhasnever dmwnaﬁonmn
uous Ene cleaﬂymaﬂung itsclaim,

" norhasitbeen,
: ng'bxsmsassemngmfnearea.

Critics say the Chinese gow:- -
wemmeﬂt gaye up any ‘special’

claim to the sea when it signed
the UN treaty in 1996, during a
period when it sought' re-
spectabmty on The giobal stage

- Beijing’s clout.”. _
Now, Be:gmgmaybeheve it has

.enouigh-cloutito ignore the treaty. - -
It has labeled’ the  arbitration .

“rourt a Adw-abusing - ribymial® .
. -+ and we'll. have control:over ev-

and itsproceedings a farce.”.
- Chinese diplomats have sug-

‘gested= that i the - government -

may evern renounce the treaty.
x“We will Tiot accept it or rec-
ogmze it,” a Chinese foreigh
mamst{y spokesperson,
Kang, said of the coming mhng
That position has made some
in "China - uncomfortable, in:
Ainding forpion nolicy experts

cabpurwhat
< Homallaws and rifles.”

Iu-
- ing a complaint from Beijing
- that the group shouid stick to

- When Pms1déﬁt Park Geuza,-j

hye of South Korea :visited

‘Washmgton 41 -ctober lagt
- yéar, Obama sdid Be expected -
‘Seoul to speak out on the need
“for China to “abide by I interma“
h . fuling agéinst China by moving

 Rasssel, the assxstant sedres

- tary of state for Fast: Asta, was

sent to Germamy, ‘Wwhere, he
made the ‘case at'a prominent

- public policy school in Berlin.

“The Chinese are fond of say-

ing that the Pacific is big
enough for both of us,” he told.
.the audience. “What that does

not mean is that they can draw |
aline in the center of the Pacific .
:-rmgton lawyer retained by :the-
' Philippines as.chief counsel in

and say, ‘You stay on the ‘east,

rythmg west of the nine-dash
litie/ That's unacceptable®
The administration also per—

-éuaded the Group of 7 nations
“to issue two joint statements -
on the South China Sea,. draw-

economic policy.

A state department ofﬁqal g

line up againstit.

: reach an accomnmodarion, or em-
bitrer its neighbors and endure &

tion of Southeast Asian Nations
niotto issue 4 joint statefrient on
the subject. (In a ft of pigue,

-~ Malaysia Ieaked the draft state-

?Pmsaé‘em :Duterte “who fa-
vors cleser:ties with China than

* ‘His predecessor, said on Tues-

‘day that hie was zeady to open
t4lks on maritime cooperaucn

- Hard 1:0 back down

Bat it may be difficult for Xi

defense iof China’s territorial
claims to fan nationalist senti-
medt, . -boistering the ruling

Commumnist Party, and to
‘stremgthen his authority over
ﬂle Chmesemhtary :

‘Some analysts have suggest-
ed that X miight respond to a’

even more aggressively in the
South ‘China-Sea -and taking
steps fo- transform Panatag

-.,.*‘Shoalamo an artificial igland. -

-Doing sowould give Beijing its
st Gutpost on thie eastern side
of the sea, more than 720 km

fromi the Cluneseusland province

‘of Hainan and just 216 km from .

. the Philippihe coast.

Paul.S. Reichler, the Wash-

the case, said that if China re-

7 sfused st accept, the' mibunal’s

mlmg, other countries wouid

. “China’s. choice V\;Du}.d be to,?55 5285

prolonged period of chaos and

‘. instability in the region,” he saic.

New York Times News Service
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- BEING = United Nations
 Gecretary ‘General Ban Xi-
. mipon sgid yesterday he has
* citessed to China the need for

" differences OVeT the disputed
: 'Sowﬂlﬁhinaﬁeatoberresoived

peacefully. ~ <

UN tO From Page 1

the Philippines over the South China Sea
i+ the Dutch city of The Flague.

Ban said thai while he could not com-
ment on the Philippines’ Jega! case, he
callec for & peaceful resolution of differ-
ences.

“1 did stress to Ministel Wang, as 1
Lave with ail other couniries involved,
the need to resolve their differences ir: 2
peaceful manner and to avoid any escala-
sion or misunderstandings that could put
security and development intheregion at
risk,” he said.

China savs the court hasno jurisdiction
and it will neither participate in the case
nor accept its decision.

Wang repeated China’s position that
it also wanted a peaceful resolution, but
that it would not accept foreed arbifration.

#This approach will 20t help bring
about & peaceful resolution of disputes.
On the confrary, it would only escalate
che disputes and tension and should be
resisted by all countries and people who
uphold justice.”

Last Wednesday, Wang told US Secre-
tary of State John Kerry the Unjted States
should do nothing to harm China's sov-
ereignty and securlty in the South China
Gea anead of the court ruling on China’s
ciaims T the disputed waterway.

Speaking by telephone on Wednesday,
the Chinese foreign minister told Kerry
the US should stick to its prornises not
sake sides in the dispute. .

China hopes the U5 “speaks and acts
cautiously, and take no actions that harm
China's sovereignty and security infer-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AEFAIRS - Email add: oacpa,armyzmz@gmaii

Ban
conference in Beffing with Chi-
na’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

" Tension has been rising
shead of aJuly 12 ruling by an
arbitrafion court hearing the
dispute between China and

woris-class Army tha is & source of rational pride
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was speaking at anews

jfui'n_ toPage 2

a1,
H

ests,” the statement para,;-:asec}l i
as saving.

Ching is congucting miiiary exercise
around the Paracel Islands im the norinh
of the region this week while US Navy
oificials said vesterday L5 dectrovers
had been patrolling aroumc Chinese-helc
reefe and islands in the CONTES © Sorally
Ielands to the south.

Ching freguently blanas the
stirring up fouble in the South Cni
where its territorial clalms overiap i pa: s
with Vietnam, the Philippines, NMalavsia,
Brunei ang Taxwan.

China has accused the LS of milita-
rizing the waterway with freedom ©f
navigation pa*frols_. while Washington has
expressed concern apoul hing's bullding
of military facilities on islands it conirols
in the South China Sea.

US officials szy the UG response shoul
China stick to its vow to1gnore the rulin
could include stepped up freedom-of-nat
igation patrols close 0 Chinese claime
:lands in whatis one of the worid's busi-
est trade routes.

in the call initiated bY Kerry, Wang
aiso said relations between Chine and the
1'C were generally on 2 sound frack and
cnat the two sides should fyrther focus
on cooperation while meanaging their
differances.

The US State Department confirmesd
shat Kerry had spoxen t© Wang, without
providing details.

UG officials sav they fear China may
respond 0 the ruling by deciaring an air
defense identification zone 1 the South
China Sea. as it did in the £2st Cring Sez
in 2013, or by stepping up i building and
fortfication of artifical islands. — Reuters
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PASHINGTON/BEIJING

(Reuters) = The United
States should do nothing
' 4o harm China's SoVer-
eignty and security intheSouth China
Sea, China's foreign minister told US
Secretary of State John Kerry on
Wednesday, ahead of akey courtTuling
on China's South China Sea claims.

the United States should stick o its
promises net 1o take sides’in the dis-
pute, China's foreign ministry said.
~'China hopes thie United States
"speaks and acts cautiously, and
take Tio actions that harm China’s
soversignty and seciity mberests”,
the statement parapbrased Wang as
gaying. )

Speaking by telephone, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi told Kerry

“The center porfion of the SubiReef runway is showniin-this

Center for Strategic.and ‘nternational Studies {CSIS) Asia
Maritime Transpatency Initiative January 8, 2016 satellite.
inage released to;‘Reu'testn January 15, 2016. {Reuters)

arbitration court hearing the dispute
between China and the Philippines
overthé South ChinaSea intheDutch
city of The Hague. -
Wang repeated China's rejection
of the case, saying the court had 1o
jurisdietion: = - T -

e
Fa

- “The farce of the ar-
bitration court should
come to an end,” he
said, T B
Regardlessofityrul-
ing, China will ‘reso-
1utely safegnard Its own
territorial sovereignty
. and legitimate maritime
- rights and firmly safe-
-guard peace and stabil-
ity in the South China
Sea", Wang added. -
"“China frequently
blames the United
States fot stirring up
trouble in-the South
China Sea, whereits ter-
: o ritorial claims overkap in
parts with Vietriam, the Philippines,
‘Malaysia, Brunei and Tatwan.
China has acciised the United
States of militarizing the waterway
with freedom of navigation patrols,
while Washirigton has expressed con-
cern about China's buildingofnilitary

Tensions and rhetoric have been
rising ahead of a July 12 ruling by an

facilities on islands it controls in the

South Chiha Sea.

1IS officials say the US response
should China stick to its vow to ignore
the ruling cowld include stepped up
fmedom~6f—navigaﬁon'patrels closeto
Chinese claimedislands in what is one
ofthe world's business trade routes.

Tn the call initiated by Kerry, Wang
alsosaid relations between China and
the Tnited States were generally on
a sound track and that the two sides
should further focus on cooperation
while properly managing their differ-
entes. - -
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(% July 2076

| 00D FOR President Duterte for taking the cam- -
! paign against illegal drugs right 1o the highest
’ ranks of the Philippine National Police. I ‘only he

.- hadn't taken shorteits in-doing so. i history—ouwown;® -
- stilt-recent history—teaches us anything, itis that, in the
lotig un, shortcuts work against our own best interests.
. Even during the '

campaign period, candidate Duterte had
" already suggested that some police
L. . generalsivereinvelved inbig-time ille-
; oo gal drugs trade. During the transition,
' President-elect Duterte called on fhree police generals to
" resign; he did not name them, but during his thanksgiving
| rallyinDavaoCityon June 4, he issued clear warning.
’ . “Corruptionmust stop.d would have to ask about three
! generals diyan sa’Crame {there in Camp Crame, the PNP
' headquarters) to resign. Do not wait for me to Iame you
in public because T will only humiliate you.” Reporters
working the police beat had .an. inkling, abowt who the -,
three were, but could riot get confirmation.~ ' L
. And then last Tuesday, July 5, the Presidenit,ata cere- ‘
- mony marking the anniversary of the Philippime. Al -
Force, dropped a bomb. “T am compelled by mysenseof *
duty to tell you [the names of] the police who COmErbut-
' ed to-deteritration of law and order in this country” He
' then proceeded to name three generals in active police
serﬁce_anémo;recenﬂy:eﬁred generals. o
- He tagged Marcelo Garbo, former.deputy director gen-
eral of the PNE and Vicente Loot, now amayorof a fown -
in .Cebu province. He also named active-duty generals
Bermnardo Diaz of Police Regional Office 6, former Nation--
| al Capital Region Police Office chief Joel Pagdilao, and
formerQuezon City Police District chief Edgardo Tinio.
; ‘These Gfficers are among the highest ranking police-
.- men in the country, holding prime positions. That the" -
" President himself accused them, and the two who have
" already retired, of “protecting drug syndicates” is not -
"only unprecedented; it s shocking.' » il et
_Perhaps the shock will do wonders for the ‘system; if

some of the highest ranking policefpﬁﬁcia_ls'are'invblyed _
inillegal drugs, wecertainly join the public in'sapporting

the Puterte administration’s fightto flush them out, and -

~ then to hold them to account. Biit part 'of the shock is .
| that, despite the lapse of timie since Mr. Duterte raised the

' specter of high police involvement in the drugs trade in

. February, in spite of the full. month that separated his

thanksgiving rally from the PAF anniversary, he did not

offer.any evidence to support his accusation. »
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: We.do not necessariy mean evidence that would stand
v beéyond thé customaly measure of reason-

e discover that the

- Shouldn’t avestigation -

‘when theaceuser is fhe official designated as the Gonstitu-

tior’s chief executive? The President could have offered

one instance when one of the police generals was discov-

ered in the act of protecting drug syndicates, or described
one situation where apolice general was compromised.

Instead, he gave a blanket accusation, and then called

on thepolice generals named to prove their innocence. 1

would Tike to talk to them and ceftainly, I would expect

. the [National Police’ Commission] to do their thing;

_ imbestigahan ninyo .ito at ‘wag ninyo akong bigyan ng
zarzuela (investigate this and don’t play pretend).” '

This turns the justice process upside down. The-Const-

tution guarantees each citizen, police generals included,
the rightto be presumed innocent. What would it have
cost the President to wait until the administration had
- gathered the necessary evidence? We wish to stress the

point: The public would fully support the niew adminis-’

tration’scrackdown on the flegal drugs trade ifit-did not

' violate the law in the process. If police generals are in-

volved, then, yes, “itis golng to be a dirty fight, is going
1o be a bloody fight,” as the President said. Would that he .

- had both law and the public onhis side.

erfill passage about

Ives involved in

LGFHCE OF THE

ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.armyZ0i2@

gmail.com - Tef no. {02)

545-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Secu

9

ring the lanc




OFFICE OF THE

ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emafl ad

Army Vision. BY 2028, & worlo-cless Army

that is & source of nalona’ price

(02} 845-8553 {ocal; 5285, 5295

0Fduty 2016

d: oacpa.arrny2012@gmail.com - Telno.

(s

Page: . .

Fighting ISIS as it Shifts tactics

The -New York Times editorial

"The Islamnic State extended its bloody
rampage witha suicide bomnbing inBagh-
dad on'Sunday that klled more than 200
people, the deadliest attack on the dty
since the 2003 American-led invasion.
On Monday, three smaller attacks:on the
Sandi Arabian cties of Tidda, Medina
and Qatf were also linked to the terror-

ist group. The recent viokence, induding
“4n Turkey and ppossibly in Bangladesh,

wnay indicate some adjustment in the

"group’s tactics-as its fortunes decline-on.
_thebattlefields. . - o .
The mulfipronged assauit reflects the -

made some sigriificant progress against
them.” - : :

.- Bombing isn’t the only récourse. Im-
proved intelligence, coordinated opera-
%ions to find terrorists before they strike
and better strategies to counter extremist
propaganda aree quallyneeded- A central
problem remains the tensions among
countries in the region that have pre-
venteda fullly coordinated responseto the

Islamic State threat. The recent attack.on®

Istanibul sairpert, whickkilled 44 people:
and authorities said was the workof ISIS,

should persuacte Turkey, 2 NATO member,~

ol

Islamic State’s growing desperation a5 1o getmoreinvolved inthe andi-ISTS fight,
itloses the territory it seized inlraq and -especially in Syra. - e
Syria. An Arnerican-led coalition basre- - The Americans need to work more.
captured 20 percent of the15IS-held Tand ' closely with Tran, the leading Shiite Mus-
' in Syriaand 47 pexcent inTrag, including  lim country, against the Jslamic State in
Falluja, which was taken back by Irag’s  Irag. Iram en Tuesday condemned the at-
beleaguered government {ast month. ‘tacks against Saudi Arabia, its Sunri-ma-
Aftér the Baghdad attack, the govern-  jority rival, as well as those against Shiite
_ment’s response was not encouraging. Muslims, and called for a united response
" Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi an-. to terrorism. Testy relations between Iraq
nounced plans to speed up the execution and Saudi Arabia have also undercut a
0f SIS members and some weak security coherent regional response 1o the Islamnic
measures. If Mr. Abadi cannot findways State, which wants to destabilize both
to secure Baghdad, pressure may grow governments. The riskis espedially acute
+0 move army units to the capital From for Mr. Abadi, who has long struggled
 the battlefield, where they are fighting to hold on 1o power ageinst challenges
15]S. This would undercut plans’by the- from other Shiite leaders. Sunday’s attack
~ American-led coalition, including the brought calls for his resignation from a
Tragi Ay, to intensify efforts to retake population fed up ‘with viclence.
Mosul, amajor cityin the north thathas | Expertssay the Islarnic State will wither
_ been in ISIS" hands for two years. _asitloses nore territory. Buteven then, it
© " The latest attacks reveal an enemy . will no doubt contintieivstage oceasional
" that is adapting, becoming more sophis- attacksmhaqamd‘elsevﬁ%ew IEMir Abadl
ticated than Al Qaeda, and nurturing a ‘and other Iragi Ieaders are to protect theijr
 far-flung network of operations, includ- people, theywill nieed the support offraq’s
ing in the West. A complex response 18 Sunni popu‘laﬁion,_w?zic‘l'i;‘rémains‘mata
needed, but John Brennan, the Central ginalized and susceptible to Islamic State
Intelligence Agency director, said last. propaganda. That is a central political
month that “we still have a ways to go - and security problemIrag’s Teaders have
‘before we're able to say that we have persistently failed toxémedy. :
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relative ﬁeclme, the usual Items
that get threwn overboard are the
psearchand davelopmentcapabzh
ties of an organization. In the case of the
Philippine Navy (PN), during its long
period of "benignneglect, andwhennaval

assets were simply sllowed 1o deterio- .
rate,its Researchand Developmenttmits -

and offices were de-acvtivated: No funds
could be found to keep them going.

" Under the Sail Plan, with the Navy's

“yision"to become a "strong and credible

Navy for amaritime nation,"this sad state .

of affairs couldnot be allowed to continue.-
The Philippine Navy simply had to think
strategic and long-term, taking into
account the maritime character of the
nation it serves. Outside of the internal
core processes which it had to bring up
io global standards. it-alsg had to focus

on developing systems and assets that

would take advantage of the geagraplncal
characteristics. and maritime contoursef
 pur national territory. This may require
a research and development Program,

; cns:s andw}zﬂemapenod of

’s. Board of Adwsers

which would take years 1o pursue, butit'

isaprogramthat wouldhave’cobestarted

nnmedxatei
Indeed, the Board of Adwsens of the

‘Philippine Navy was profuse with itsen
‘cotragement in re-activating the Navy's
research and development units and of-- -
fices. The interest was deep, and there "

were Navyofficers —atleasta few—who
wereenthusiastic about the TeCommen-
dation. Thus, even while the CNLE was
still in the process of finalizing Book II of
the Navy Sail Plan, the Flag Officers in
Comiriand (FOIC) made the decision fo
re-activate the Office of Naval Strategic

 Studies; the Fleet Marine Warfare Cen-

ter; and the Naval Research and Technol-
agyDeveiopment Center. Moreover, the
commitment was formalized to inchude
re-activation of these offices among the
breakthrough results that should be
delivered by 2015, '
The PN action teams were quick o
respond. Thus, when the external dudi-
1ors were sent in August, 2015 1o check
on whether this specific performance
comutment had been dehvered, they
cante back with this report

-~The offices and units — specifically
the three that had been jdentified and
committed — were already operating
Moreover, i:hey were rated "mission
capable”
© — Although & few final outputs re-
mained pending, the re-activated offices

- and units afready could show "emerging

results” indicating "sufficient progress
{owards) eventually meeting the targets
set in their performanece scorecards.”
Furthermore, they were well on the way
towards the "project milestones that
would indicate "the attainment of their
breakthrough goals." External audi-
tors are not known for their diplomatic
language, but their statement indicated
that these newly re-activated offices
were still belowthe performance targets
they had set. Nonetheless, they showed
promise that given a bit more of time -
and perhaps of budget and other types of
support — they are likely to deliver their
breakthrough goals in the foreseeable
future.

—_ Moreover, the external auditors
noted that these offices and units need to
‘e more strongly coordinated with each
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othér. Although all these offices and units
were linked fogether through the FOIC,
sl the external assessors found the
need for "creating formal linkage! that
would strengthen and tighten “coopera-
tion of their activities and oufputs.”
Based on the above observations,
the PN was given a passing mark of 6"

out of ten. in fecognition of fhe actual

re-activation oftheseresearchand devel
opment units and offices, whicha"strong

and credible Navy' would mostabsolutely

need, sailing forward.

The Impact assessment of these

newly re-activated offices, however,
based on testimony from directly affected
stakeholders was more positive. Typical
‘comments are thefollowing:

—Regarding the Office of Naval Sfra- m

tegic Studies, from a N officer: for N5,
the-ONSS has significant impact (since)
they.are "focused, and they were able
to link up with other strategies... and to
partner with other think tanks and aca-
dernic institutions." I give them a rating
of "8.7" out 6f 20"

— Regarding the Naval Research
and Technology Development Center
(NRTDC) , from another Navy officer:

NETDC is "a must especially for 2 Navy
aspiring to be better, strongex and more
capable.” I give them a “rating of "9.8"
out of ten.” o
. — Regarding the Fleet Marine Waz-
fare Center, frorn an N3 officer: "Satisfied,
givinga rating of '8' out of ten, especially
v;dthregardtép}anning; butthe Unitmay
considerinvolving subjlectrmatter experts
in formulating doctrines and manuals.”
" The external auditors finally came
to their conclusion that these néwly re-
established offices and rmits would need
more time to mature. In the meantime,
the auditers assessed them tohavemade
a-goodposiﬁvestaxt,andwiththeiriniﬁal
activities they already were receiving a
favorable impact. assessment from their
stakeholders. The auditors gave 2 final
rating of "8" out of ten for the positive
impact of thisbreakthrough initiative. ..
Thus, despite the overall reticence of
the CNLE when it made a "health check”
on where the Navy was with respect
to its governance and transformation
program, these three re-activated of
fices and units of the Navy represented
points of light indicating progress with
the Sail Plan.
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" Sisbi i Foron Toars Manager Alvin Lu iz sitia Aby batéan aiCoach VilletDonce-Ge Leon 1 maghapakia
M.aa’a'ﬁoz&'gngblg'ﬁ_ﬁcsﬁenﬂgyés"ﬁgpehiéﬂﬁi'}cﬁé!yn g THAgAREE;
szgaaxﬁa@gg;MeDaqﬁBngRCCdﬁwaﬁ%
Thga talerit nia ipaparada sa lineup bilarig paghahanda
sa s de-balidad Tia Rompetisyon sa prestiiyosong frymmet weWart {0 Iake sue

Superliga (ESL)stars da
Manila'sa Setyembre3hanggang

dang performaAnce ang IgahaiE. -

ysetions we are iy formmg aTery
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el D
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tigit na riiay Tnga RaTanasan, .Maémhaﬁﬁﬁaﬁ‘éysamaﬁéﬁrﬁnameﬁcan

gayamﬁaﬂ\ﬁéraﬁq.?eyesatDac';uisnahéhaéiﬁgPen—oh jmporzsﬁa{éiushefatiﬁadsaysmzerhabaﬁsgangiocaﬁs

squadmmabahsanaurmgtomeonocngnaharaaﬂg na sinz Jaje Sartiage, AngeliAraneta, Patty Orendainat
taen -SHGonzagadyisang Season edititernational Gani- Iy Derez ay unasa 18 woman pool.
‘paigner Bg. Afional Tean NeoNg 98t SorftheastAsian -~ Nasatearn din siva Bia-General, Rhea Dirpaculangan,

" doestany

Maiba Crtiz, Kara Acevedo, B Laure, Cherry Rondina

smsilasa u'éininé atialahok siTorma-  -arCarot Cerveza pe poyTnal hia thaharap 58 pressconsa
¢ap sa Bangkok mataposang ongo-  Hulyo 22 ' : :

ing DSL. Afi-Fipmic Conference. “Theirexperdente in e will rimythe lineup to the final 12 ight afterwe
‘the stermiational coripetition will bea maiorboost 1o arrivefiom Bangkok” ani L, S0 Wwe-expect evervbody

 ourteam” ayon kay Lu. ma aniyAzy ssikapintigmga  foshowup and give theirbest because representng ihe
o LT e i i, e e e S5 0SS R T W country isa once-in-a-lifetime opportmity”

Ang Tornadoes ay nasa Tight bracket ng Pooi A
hasagupa ang Lien Viet Post Bank rg Viemam at ng
Hong Korig National Team. -

Dero mahihirapan sila-dahil Failangarsg wlhinin ang
Asian Heavyweights tiffad ng charmpion na Banghok
Glass ng Thalland, Apri 25 ngf ‘North Korea, Sarmayeh
Pank ng Tran, Thisamitsy Springs ng Japan. Zhetysu

- Afmatynig Kazakhsian, jakaria Blectric PLN ng Indone-
sia, Tarwan Power ng Chinese “Taipei at Bayi Ay ng
+Ciiina bago nakhaang Rorona. - - : . .
wuii. Sasdbak dinangMakysia. perotind panaasbisihan.
‘amg organizers Rung anong team ang fialahok.
- e really Favetoput our best foot forward because
this tourpey Is an Asian championship” ani L. "It 5
not 8 walk in the park.” o {MCVA)
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ONLINE NEWS
08 JULY 2016

ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGN | Army assures due process for 13 soidiers found
positive for illegal drug use

Miarvoe! Necio Saarg July 7. 2018 O Comment “IBoidiers. ammy. CuspIooess

MANILA == Due process will'be given 1o the 13 Philippine Army {PA) personnel who were initiafly found tc have failed the
initial screening of the mandatory drug test conducted in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City on Tuesday.

“I the confirmatory test is positive, it is enough evidence for us to discharge our personnel. But we emphasized that due
process is given to ail our personnel based on existing laws and reguiations about illegal drugs,” PA spokespersen Col.
Berjamin Hao said in an interview by DWDD-Katropa Radio 1134KHz AM.

He added that the 13 Army personne! are now undergoing investigation and were immediately required to undergo further
confirmatory test in a Department of Health-accredited drug testing establishment.

“Everybody was required to undergo the drug test led by our Army commanding general,” he stressed.

The drug test, which was conducted in coordination with the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, was unannounced.

It was impiemented during the conduct of the Army's moming Taebo exercise on Tuesday.

“The PA is very sefious in its anti-drug campaign. Since we started this cafnpaign, 204 soldiers nationwide were already
discharged from the service because of cases related to illegal drugs (131 soidiers nationwide were discharged in 2013;

38 in 2014; 30 in 2015, and five so far this year),” Hao added.

Section 36, Article 3 of Republic Act 9165, otherwise known as the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002,
mandates the conduct of random drug testing to public and private officers for purposes of reducing the risk in the

workplace.
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it also mandates the conduct of annual mandatory drug test to all members of the military.

These soldiers are now under custody of the Philippine Army for further investigation
while waiting for the confirmatory test result.

10 killed, 19 wounded as military, ASG bandits clash anew in Sulu
From the Phitippine News Agency (Jul 7):

Nine Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) terrorists were believed to have killed while another 13 were wounded
in the ongoing "focused military operations” {FMOYi in Suly Thursday afternoon.

In the said operations, a trooper from the 45th Infantry Batialion was killed while six others were
imjured.

The series of firefights started 3 p.m. at'Barangay Kabuntakas, Patikul, of the above-mentioned
province, said Western Mindanao Command spokesperson Major Filemon Tan.

He added that government troops were conducting FMO when they encountered an estimated 130
ASG bandits reportedly headed by Radulan Sahiron.

in the ensuring gun battles, nine of the terrorists were reported by intelligence reports with another 13
wounded, Tan stressed.

Government losses were placed at one soldier killed and six wounded.

Meanwhile, in Basilan, a series of clashes between troops from Joint Task Group Basilan and
an estimated 300 ASG bandits headed by Isnilon Hapilon and Furuji Indama clashed 8 p.m.

Wednesday.

The fi ref ght iasted for five hours with undetermined losses on the bandit side and no casualties for
government forces.

y Pukan and Magcawa, Al-barka, Basilan:
g TR e N Ry S

http://www.pna.gov.ph
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No ISIS in PHL -- Visaya
From the Philippine News Agency (Jul 7):

There are no members of the jihadist terror group lslamic State in Irag and Syria (ISIS) in
the Philippines.

This was stressed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya
Thursday in a message to the PNA.

Visaya made this statement in response to claims made by acting Davac City mayor Paolo Duterte
who earlier said that iS18 militants are threatening the city.

“| haven't received any similar report but as always terrorist threats are part of our intelligence units
monitoring efforts,” the AFP chief stressed.

The younger Duterte said that he has already alerted the local military and police to avert the plot.
But he did not elaborate on the threat which he said still being validated by authorities.

Nevertheless, he asked the public to be vigilant and report individuals who are acting suspiciously.

hitp://www.pna.gov.ph
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