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The Philippines is will. °

ing to share natgral re-
sources with Beijing in
contested South China
Sea areas even if it wins a
legal challenge to China’s
maritime claim next week,
Foreign Affairs Secretary
Perfecto Yasay Jr. said yes-
terday. '

Yasay said President
Duterte’s administration hopes
t0 quickly begin direct talks
with China following an in-
ternational tribunal's verdict
on the case, with the negotia-
tions to cover jointly exploiting
natural gas reserves ad fishing
grounds within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone.

"We can even have the ab.

Jective of seeing hoiw we can
jointly explore this territory:
how we can utili; ¢ an d benefit
mutually from the utilization
of the resources in this ox.
clusive economic zone where
claims are overlapping,” Yasay
told AFP in an inlerview.

The Philippines, under the
pPrevious Aquino adminis-
tration, filed in 2013 4 iegal
challenge with a UN-backed
arbitral tribunal in The Hague
contesting China's claims to
nearly all of the strategically
vital sea.

China’s claims reach almost

T v e p L

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@amail.c

om ~Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285,5295

|
|
!

TERTTEN| Ve s e ey gt
sreviageee s tifn g ab g [yt 3
if;:-,!srpnh-::.ns-:\- LR EY I IA
T I B NNTT Hieh il
gl oy crerey g b

il ?'5.:|i§'|'i:ae-- Cor e ey
e Chapa b L [EEERTERY:
!.‘”,‘ v ol o P paeag e fll!'

T RYPSITY U rad g T

el :"c';'!E!!‘_‘_Hﬂili‘l[" Aol
‘rllfih“it-':iii“h’if‘ir.’t*l Hu--.:-.)
I ISR B F R EURIFE i SUN

[IYE PP IE FPR I IR ETY
oy e Wy .u}a‘l'ir'«l A
I R IV FR TR R l!'illl‘.,ji})
Tt e e ".f'lllilt}

Flec ooy Jrecsiie koot o
fogega )t ‘!\”Ielrllh':ff';” Al
ELIREETITVS I U frovbiceryed
(M EERTH ERRTT § FTR R PN e
TRV avy g, |y L R R Y
[ERTIE ater ceforad 'E‘;f!li<{ [ANIVINT

FIL R '.n;‘n_ah':{ AN T:‘!fl:)i.'
that It seenhb b g i
Tire ey g by drvbore e gy
vl e Ly ol tration

RSURYTY FE SR | bevniiee ihe

(PR Posabde velnione wifh
t hina

Foosventld Bl s by [
woared Tod e oy e g
T " B ot veluen anhoedd fo
CoImment o Ao’ Mg
byt

BURTIYRYRE F I Y Ny N ke G
whintever e tioa hin wdenan
relvabiog vt tal e (e wlate
el e i s making vl
Fre i thes Pt ol et
s e aelalionaspowgh
cveriboebv aned werl B oo thee
perpese nbmaling cipe e,
el by e b ioge Dol 1,
g h«'_gj;di,]!in‘r. A pearelnd
el o e Py

Flo oo cand €l agd Hhie
"hihn'ilu”«h,ul,1}[tt':‘«! AT
sand oo "Eswl‘\ o v Lt
Do Follons e Hhe retenae

of il vitlrnye

vt said nleyg Iiu‘ni!ingg
e fegeedd (e I'hilirpiau"-

vl ey gt hewedy i

preesal ool AT theny

© the coasts of the Philippines
md some other Southeast
\sian nations, and the Asian

Turn to Page 12

CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army201 Z@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 L ocal

: 52853, 5295

v

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email adg bacpe.armyl012@gmeilcom - Tel no. (02) 84505

58 Local: 5285,

codh te Ty byt tih

{ l\!li)l Yoo e veady iuw.r,i!\l;v :

Porveder the gy 1aend RIS TR

L RS R Y R

g thie 0 oae gt

e oo o e IR
i it
wortvi g arete ad e ot
Nl

"is'\;g ”.'-‘!;!-‘ Pos s

AR ERI RN

MV

e v gt [T EOR TR

prbot [ERETE

[NRIPRTE DIFEPRER TS PR

YT SN
'!Hlm.!n-lll\-‘f'i-li?;-iwzv- By

SSEEIEY R PRTIRNPIN | Pl
Fish, srili fogoaifhery

Yavean o and thn i'!uh;\;'xiw'

LR R AT R P ~hia Pt Poaniatace

Urrarirosene by Whioyg o,
?i‘-.h!!u'_ e o iihiey i
Plafivgane 11 that ¢ hoog,

1

'
[RTRYR ot ooy

RN VTS

T R PN i deee g
|
!

Preving l‘;iI-"EH‘:)I_‘A Five ~§!(1.\E
Abuo catled Bogo e VT vl
[EEEEENTTRY Hnrin-r*;!,ua.hng-_
Fhat b e {I\H‘E“rr'll!'-t'ﬂf Y
bevy o ‘*a*.\:f!(li':‘:t;'?» oot T
P the teaditional Biing
lglulnl‘acic el ey g iilig'i
nas bl oalen b '\'i(‘ll;.un-*'.q

{ E]il\l“-“ WY AR I AN AR AT TN

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.armyZ

gl il giranvetien! 0 e

Phiee co oo e e

(| Covieenn by abb e [
oot e L ey W s
voot bt o B it an o £y

Acrrddnge Hhe pragiore s o
tir il g
Yo oaie the Flheiligrpringe,

[RAFRYTE FS EENS PRI Bederr bl

Copbenne snatiaad e bl
oby Tl e

[EEEETEEVE AU FYRTUNEE SN | P i‘tn!l"

S e fic by

jrrire §o v b Lo Diespay 0 0
I R KL I VL IR IR OYTS FRTOIT

i thinl

el el g natsarad brifer

e sl Tae gy the

et ok o i bt il e
R L L L ETE RN TTON ST I TP IP RN
[BRLANNEIEE FETERRRES i\z:n-vriinf: Ty
ot b (L ST ET, N ETRITOT
bt RIRTRTYE i-wn”‘. ey iHI‘-

[EETERE ARV P SENP

AR TERNTIE VS R R PP ]‘FIIII"

EAERTERNANRTYY S SFPRS R B BERN
RS N TR

et | TN e ke oqf

ceteiy by [ETRY S P TRV I I

cbvedd Lo mvany e e

BRI I T RTINS

ot

coevprer alien g

[N il [ NTEY R B

vl e e P et oo

[RUTT I 'NIEH‘E,'LF1~ --E\
PYislegie Yoras

Ayl el

corth b b gt
Shao Banhioa on Phivered o
Jheves v ey

thy-

Pieparimenl of Togeren 4y

Ararh o af
IR EINREPIPN PRI SIS

oty

forie L e Rl SRR

seeredare s Ncries oy oyt
oAb v e i‘]uh;-i-uw-
et bd s e b torrsl b |
Oprvent e b e plogatieg o

Ao arean il o

I!i!']
whethior 50 i (AT FRTIFIVINNY P
[ LN AR R At H}!‘ | !.1?{1!;'

YR L e e o feoe e
Corre bt the Baoltony oy o
!ilf‘l\l".! A ."‘ ""
Thie

v bt b

3 \\'hl: Tien oy

LB oty - e, sEove o

[OERE R ] RTINS P
[ETAT R T i [ .1E|!'.'n§ 15 1:"1 i

crtiny e et oo ol e

are <ir\x‘ln;‘:u‘ ol Thiae o thyse

TR 1 B PRI PR FEN IRIRRRTENN

B eie v e B 0 € Juee ooy
toty

12i@wgmait.com - Tal no. ¢

T R N T T
Ily--;uhnr B R R I SN
T R T S P
RIREIITY

Puthy

[RERR) oy

1 f':;!: ¥
e ey brope L

(7R TN R S

IO PV S BT N L

PO TR | N RTINS TR S

il

[ TR T T TR

TR
T PR ,.,,;1,‘|$_”,!H“5_
D o vt e
Vit i oy bt

.. veeb D roa g e

R R e S A AR RN
"!]i!"‘ﬂ'f\‘t"'i\”v‘ §'i\=|¢f-gwnﬂ
sl o b o des e g, e
whenne tatoag

| IR PR I PRV S ¥ 1)

faet oy gy €

Thegs oo vt
RSV EEIT S P
KIIN T P NIV

R, rhese [ Poeat »!i.

\.Enn)., Coves g

AP e IR I I & HETTITE IS

Coaleiren

2) §45-9555 Local: 5285 5245

Ly Core Purpose Senving the people Securing the land

r"’
gt

i
i




L N S A P IRT  PE Y

. yoy
TRty MRt b el SO AN I TG

L OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add; oacpa.army2012@gmatl.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Lucal: 5285, 5295

oA

July 2016

JURTERRITORY A Philippine flag flutters from the BRP Sierra Madie,

t dilapidated Navy ship that servesasa military detachment on Ayungin
shoal in the disputed Spratly archipelago in the South China Sea.

US urges | |
lo respect UN ruling

VASHINGTON-—The  United
tates on Thursday urged re-
pect for a decision on territori-
I disputes in the South China
ea set to be handed down by
n international arbitration
ourt next week,

The Permanent Court of Ar
itration in the Dutch city of
he Hague is set to make its .
al decision on July 12 in the
ise between the Philippines
nd China.

1, China

“We urge both parties to com-
ply with the tuling and urge all
claimants to avoid provocative
aclions or statements;” - Abra-
ham Denmark, the senior Pen-
tagon official responsible for
East Asia, told a congressionat
hearing about the decision, al-
ready rejected in advance by
Beijing.

China claims almost the er.
tire South China Sea strategi-

US URGES/ Ad

Qul

%a § »52';.'@ ;
L £,
-zwk_,ﬁim.m. Hmn%\m :

cally important for world mar-
itime trade where the Philip-

pines,  Vietnam, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan also have
clajms,

Although Washington is not
directly part of the territorial
disputes, it has urged they be
resolved through diplomacy;
not Chinese force.

Beljing has artificially en-
larged islets and reefs to build
runways, ports and other instal-
fations to legitimize jts claims.

US boosts presence

The United States hag mean-
while boosted its military pres.
ence in the region, dealing with
neighboring  countries’ con-
cerns about China’s actions.
Washingtosi - has also strengtli-

other countties. .

The aircraft carrier USS
Ronald Reagan is currently pa-
trotling the sea.

The  Virginia-baged Navy
Times reported this week that
three
ance,  Stethem and  Mom.-
sen-—have been patrolling neay
the artificial islands that China
has  built in  the Spratly
archipelago and Panatag (Scar-
borough) Shoal, a resource-rich
reef that China wrested from
Philippine control in 2012,

us destmyer_s-fSpru-_.

Page: m A

“We will provide critical sup- |
port for diplomacy by providing §
a credible deterrent against the
use of force,” Denmark said,

China will ‘fight bacl’
Chinese media on Tuesday
said Beijing was ready for a |
“military confrontation” with
the United States in the region,
On Friday, the Global Times
newspaper, which is close to the
ruling Communist Party and of-
ten takes a nationalistic tone,
said: “If the US and the Philip-
pines act on impulse apd carry
out flagrant provacation, Ching
will not take a single step back.”
Faced with further escalation
from Manila, the paper said
China would “fight back.”
It could tum Panatag Shoal

.finto.a. militayy outpost;” “the

spaper said, and “row away or
ened its defense alliances with ..

the Philippines, Vietnam and

Sink™ an old landing craft, the
BRP Sierra Madre, that Manila
grounded on Ayungin (Second
Thomas) Shoal in 1999 to mark
its territory in the Spratly
archipelago, o0 “resolve the
standoff once and for af].”

The loss of Panatag Shoal

foreed the Philippines to'bring

the case in January 2013,

Most officials and analysts ex-
pect the arbitral tribunals dec-
Si0B 10 go against China, depriv-
ing it of its basis in claiming al-
most all of the South Ching Sea

President Duterte, earlier this
week proposed dialogue with
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FTHERED DRAGON Armed Peopie’s Liberation Army (PLA) soldiers walic pastasign on a rock that .
‘eads “Xisha Old Dragon” as they patrol the coast at Woody Island, in the Paracel archipelago, known in
~hina as the Xisha Islands, in this January photo.

-hina following the court’s de-
1Sion next week, offering dis-
‘ussions about issies such as
etting up joint ventures for
haring resources in the disput-
:d waterway.

“If it's favorable to us, lets
alk. We are not prepared to g0
o war, War is a dirtv word now,
utwe will proceed accordingly
fter we shail have the copy of
he arbitral Judgment,” M,
futerte said.

Flis foreign secretary, Perfec-
? Yasay, on Friday said the

by China to militarize mote dis-
puted land featwes would
prompt US military response.

Philippines was willing to share
natural resources with China
evenifit won the case.

Yasay said the Duterte ad-
ministration hoped (o quickly
begin direct talks with China
following the court ruling, with
the negotiations to cover jointly
exploiting the sea's natural gas
reserves and fishing grounds
with the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone.

US officials testifying at Thurs-
day's congressional hearing de-
clined 10 say whether any move

World is watching

Denmark said the arbitral
court’s ruling would be a chance
to determine “whether the Asia-
Pacific’s future wili be defined by
adherence to international taws
and norms that have enabled it
to prosper, or whether the re-
gion’s future will be determined
by raw calculations of power”

Rep. Randy Forbes, the Vip-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ennal adc oacpa army2012@gmall.com - Tel ne. (021 &

_other corners of the

-REUTERS

.

ginia Republican who chairs the |

House subcommittee on sea

power, said that the world is .
‘watching whether China be-
haves like a responsible stake- .
holder in the international $ys-
tem, and, if not, to see how .

America responds,

“What we do or don't doto

support our allies and the rules-
based international system in
the weeks ahead will have
echoes across the region and in

Forbes said.

Senior US state department
official Colin Willett told the
hearing that the United States
would not hesitate to defend its
national security interests and
honor commitments to Asia-Pa-
cific allies and partners.

But Denmark declined to
comment on whether mijlita-

tization - of “Panatdg Shoal by

China would hurt US national

Security interests, or invoke a
- US-Philippine
<alls for the allies to help defend
each other if there is an armed -

treaty, which

attack on their Armed Forces,
public vessels, aircraft or island

territories -under their jurisdic-

tion in the Pacific.

ognize any countries sovereign-
ty over. That said, our freaty

commitment to the Philippines .
is absolutely ironclad,” Willet:

sald. Reports from AFP and AP

45-0555 Local: 5285 5204
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globe,”

" “Searborough Reef is a dis-
puted feature that we don't rec- .
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The Philippines is willing to sharve natiral resourees
with Beijing in contested South China Sea areas even
if it wins a legal challenge next wenk, FPoreign
Secretary Perfecto Yasay told Agence France Prese
Friday.

Yasay sald President Duterie’s administration

“hoped to quickly begin direct talks with China following
- Tuesday's verdict, with the negotiations fo cover joinily
“exploiting natural gas reserves and fishing grounds
" within the Philippines’ exclusive cconomie zone.

“We can even have the nbjective of seein g how wo
ean jointly explove this territary, TTow we ean utilize
and benelil mulually from the sdilization of the
respurees in this exelusive economic zone where
claims are overlapping,” Yasay fold AMP in an
mterview,

The Philippines, wader Benigno Aquine’s provious
administration, filed alegal challonge with a UN-bucked
tribunal inThe Hasue confesting Chinn's claims (o nearly
all ol the strategically vital sea. Turn to poge 7

_tlie rorthern part of

From page T

China's claiws reagh almost to
the coasts of the Philippines and
some olher Smtthjast Asian
nutions, and i has in vecent years
builf giand artificial islands in the
soibested areas to cuforce what
it says are its indisputable
sovereign rights. |

The Philippines’ cdse enraged
Cliina, which repefai;e(ii,v vowed to
ignore the Eribunal’s riuling and is
enrrently holding milifary drills in

dhe seaasa
show of force, | |

Duterte, who took office on
June 30, has ad;cpl:t,.d a more
conciliatory approach o China
than Aquino. l l o e

The previous president refised
Lo hold direet talks, dnd likened
Uhina's expansionist efforls in the
seato Nazi Germany’s march on
parts’of Burope ahead of World
War IL b

Yagay signaled on Friday that
Duterte would be making no such
anafogies, emnhai;izing his
administration wou

with China. t
“I would like to be forward-
looking on these mattérs,” he said

~when asked to!colment on

Aguino’s Nazi statement.
“Frwould like to make sure
whatever actions  this
administration willl take, the
statements we will be making will
be inthe pursuit of stéengthening
ent retationship with everybody
and will be for the burpose of
makig sure there will be no
stumbling block Lol ournegotiating
a peacelul solution to the issue.”

-make

d saeek. fo.
ensure the best péssible relations -

He alsozsaid China and the
Philippines had agreed not to
ahy “provocative
statements” following the release
of the ruling.

Yasay said after the ruling the
Philippines would study it closely,
discuss it with allies, and then
seek to lauhch talks with China
“as soon as[pnssible.“

Yasay said the Philippines was
open to sharing Scarborough
Shoal, a rich fishing ground within
the Philippines’ exclusive
sconomic gone that China took
contral of in 2012.

He said ﬁhe Philippines would
also consider jointly exploring a
natural gas field at Reed Bank,

Cwhieh igivalso within ‘the
- Philippines’ exclusive economic
zone. :

H(}wever% Yasay insisied the
Philippines would not concede any
of its rights in the sea.

Duterte:and Yasay met with
China's ambassador to the
Philippined, Zhao Jianhua, on
Thursday. Zhao was seen again af
tile.Departﬂlent-ofl‘"‘nreign-Affairs

‘on Friday. |

Ex«envoﬂ: China, car’t afford to
be an enemy of RP

Formezg Foreign Affairs
Assistant Secretary and Philippine
Ambassador Albert Encomienda
yesterday said our leverage in the
South Chind Sea dispute does not
end with the upcoming Permanent
Court of Arbitration decizion only,
as China cannet afford to be an
enemy of the Philippines.

The looming raling of the PCA
filed by theé Philippines against
China contesting the latter’s so-
called nineidash line claiming 80
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percent of the South China Sea
and various terriforial areas of its
nreighboring countries wiil he
decided by Julv 12.

tn a forum, the former envoy
to the Phitippines said that our
immediate achion 15 fo obgerve
silence, noting that the PCA ruling
should he sabjected for review
first. In conselation, BEncomienda
said the upcoming award is not
the sole weight of our country in
this row,

Alleviating fears he said “Clina
cannot afford Lo be encmy of the
Philippines just as we eannol afford
to be an ¢nemy of China. Qur
Incation as a state and a trassit to
a lot of ships is teverage for us.”

Gust U3 on SCS issue

In the same lecture,
Professor of the University of the
Philippines Reland Simbulan noted
thal there is tersion growing
between the two powerful
countries displaving military
exercises in the rogion ahead of
the arbitral deeision, China and
the United States,

According to him, Philippine
interest on the maritime issue
should be upheld without being =
pawn to the latier.

“Actually the I3 wants the
decision to he favorahle to the
Phitippines because the position
of GChina will weaken
internationaliy.”

Simbulan noted the award will
he legally part of international law,
“China may not recognize it ud for
the US, the ruling will back up its
assertion, its subiarine fleels, and
its aircraft carriers can have a
show of force in the South China
Sea for its own interest.”

DFFICE (,;* THE GERY

Gn this note, “we should Le
magnanimous even if the ruling is
favorable (o the Philippines. We
should not make very sirong
stalements becanse we would stilt
want to be open for hilateral tatks
with China.”

In tate June US sent two
carriers in the area for

operational activities and just this |

week China announced its own
drills in the eontested area from
July 5 ending on July 14, 2 day
hefore the decision.

According to the professor, it is

China's way of saying “that ~

whatever the decisions will be even
il it’s not favorable to China, it is
not going to recognize it” but
ilespite these instances, “we should
nnt close ourselves from hilateral
talks with China, we have tried
mulfilateral. If we win this case |
think that will just he leverage for
us and for our bilateral
negntiations,” he clarified.

He was prth(‘ that Beiiing will
e open talking to the Philippines;

“They (Chinz) do not want our
territory to he used against them
because through Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement
. we are allowing US forces 1o
actively use cur territory against
them,” he said adding that such
possibility could “lead to war”,
“If there's a war , it will be

the Philippines that will'beé hit,”

since China's
1S forces.”
Beijing will not ‘step back’
in 5CS: media
‘Beijing will not lake a “single
step back” in the contested South
China Sea, state-run media said

s target will be the

Iriday, despite reports of US naval®

acpa gl Zdomall fot -

patrols close o its artificial istands
alead of a tribural ruhng in the
dispute.

Beijing asserts sovereigntv
ever almost all of the strategically
vital waters in the face of rival
claims from Southeast Asian
neighbours, and has rapidly turned
reefs into artificial istands capable
of hosting military planes.

li is currently holding a week
of military drills around the
Paracel Istands in the horthern
part of the sea, during which other
ships bave been prohibited from
cntering the waters.

The Virginia-hased Navy Ta.mas
reported this week that three US
destroyers ~ the Spruance,
Stethem and Momsen — have been
patrolling near the Chinese-
ciaimed Scarborough Shoal and
Spratly Istands further south.

The aircraft carrier 1SS
Ronald Reagan and supporting
vessels are &lso in the South China
nea, the US Navy hassaide

The Nevy Times cited experts

describing the deployments as “a-

message of resolve to the Chinese

and US allies in the region” and -

“a deliberate show of foree” ahead
of an international tribunal ruling,

The Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague is
set to release its final decision
Tuesday in 2 case brought by the

Philippines, challenging China's

position,

In an editorial Friday the
Global Témes newspaper, which is
close 1o the ruling Communist Party
and often takes a nationalistic
tore, said: *If the U8 and the
Philippines act on impulse and carry
out flagrant provocation, China will

Telnp (2 f48.0888;

niof take asingle step back,”
Faced with further escalation
from Manila, the paper said China

“*will fight back.”

- It cowld turn Scarborongh Shoal
— an islet it wrested from
Philippine control in 2012 — “into
a military outpost™, it said, and
“tow away o sink” an old landing
craft Manila grounded on the
Chinese-claimed Second Thomas
Shoal in the Spratlys to “resalve
the standoff once and for all®

it blamed Vieinam and the
Philippines for provoking tansions
by carrying out reclamation work
inthe area ecarlier.

Beijing ciles a vaguely defined
*nine-dash line” on Chinese maps
dating back to the 19405 as the
source of its tervitorial claims, but
Mauila contests tat the Hne has
na basis under internationat law,
and that Beijing has no historic
right to {he area.

Manila lodged the POA suit

~against-Beljing -in-early 2013,
“saying that after 17 years of
“negoliations it had exhausted all

politieal and diplomatic avenues to
settle the dispute.

Beijing has hoveolied the
proceedings, with an edilorial in
the China Daily newspaper Friday
calling them 2 “farce” and the
tribunal’s forthcoming raling

Cilegal, null and void from the &

outset”, saying the court had no
Jurisdietion over the issue.

The raling was likely to result
in “increasing threats” to China,
which “has to he prepared for all
eventualities”, it said, adding:

“This is not being 'ﬂarmist it is
being realistic,”
AFP and Joyce Rocamors

vt Wl
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Beljing won’t

‘step back’

PH willing to share resources

BELTING/WASHINGTON (AFP/
AP) - Beijing will not take a “single step

! hack”in the contested South China Sea,

state-run media said Friday, despite
reporis of US naval patrols close to its
artificial islands ahead of a iribunal
ruling in ihe dispute.

But the Philippines is willing to
share natural resources with Beijing in
confested South China Sea areas even
if it wins a legal challenge next week,

Foreign Secretary Perfectoe Yasay told
AFP Friday

Yasay said President Rodrigo Du-
tertn’s administration hoped to quickly
hegin direct talks with China following
Tuesday’s verdict, with the negotiations
o cover jointly exploiting the sea’s natu-
ral gas reserves and fishing grounds

wilhin the Philippines’ exclusive eco-

nomic zone.

The United Siates, meantime, urged
respect for the decision an international
arbitration court is expected to hand
down next week on territorial disputes

A

B »
Pave:

“We nrge hoth parlies to comply
with the ruiing and urge all claimants
to avoid provocative actions or slate-
ments.” Abraham Denmark. the senior
Penlagon official responsible for Tasl
Asia. lolil a congressional hearing
about the decision, already rejected in
advance by Beijing.

Bejjing asserls sovereignty over al-
most all of the siraiegically vital waters
irt the face of vivai claims from South-
east Asian neighbors, and has rapidly
turned reefs into artificial islands ca-
pable of hosting military planes.

Itis currently holding a week of mili-
tary drills around the Paracel Islands
in the northern parl of the sea, during
which sther ships have heen prohibited
from enloring the walers.

The Virginia-hased Navy Times
reporied this week that three US de-
stroyers — the Spruance, Stethem and
Momsen -have been patrolling near the
Chinese-claimed Scarhorough Shoal
and Spratly Islands further south.

'The aireraft carrier USS Ronald
Reagan and supporting vessels are
also in the South China Sea. the US
Navy has said.

l s Mililary ouipost
The Navy Times cited experts

describing the deployments as “a mes-

int the South China Sea.

sage of resolve to the Chinese and U5
allies in the region” and “a deliberate
show offorce” ahead ofan m%emat;enal
tribunal ruling.

The Permanent, Court of Arbitr ai io
(PCAY in The Hague is set to release its
final decision Tuesday in a case brought
by the Philippines, challenging China’s
posilion.

In an cditorial Triday the Global
Times newspaper, which is close {o the
ruling Communist Party and often takes
a nationalistic tone, said: I the US
and the Philippines acton impulse and
carry out flagrant provocation. China
will nol take a single step back”

Faced with further escalation from
Manila, the paper said China “will fight
back.”

I could turn Scarborough Shoal —
an islet it wrested from Philippine con-
trolin 2012 — Yinto a military outpost”,
it said, and “low away or sink” an old
Janding craft Manila grounded on the
Chinese-claimed Second Thomas Shoal
i the Spratlys to “resolve the standoff
once and for all.”

Rule of law or power
Denmrk also told the congres-
sional hearing that ihe ruling of the
Arbitral Tribunal wouid be a chanceto
determine “whether the Asia Pacific’s

CN

=3

k)
future will be defined by adherence to
international laws and norms that have
enabled it to prosper. or whether the
region’s future will be determined by
raw calculations of power”

Rep. Randy Forbes, the Virginia
Republican who chiairs the Hotise sub-

_committce on sea power. said the world
is watching whether China behaves
like a respounsible stakeholder in the
international system, and. if not. to see
how America responds.

“Whatwe do or dot do to support our
allies and the rifes-based inlernational
system in the weeks ahead will have
echoes across the region and in other
corners of the globe,” Forbes said.

Senior State Department official Co-
lin Willett said the US will not hesitale
to defend its national security interests
and honor commilments to Asia Pacific
allies and partners.

Some experts have speculated ihat
China might militarize Scarborough
Shoal off the Philippine coast where
a standoff with China prompted the
Philippines to initiate the legal case in
2013. In the past two years, China has
constructed artificial islands and placed
military factlities on disputed features
elsewhere in the South China Sea.

Willett said the ruling in the case
would ot reselve sovereignty issues,
but could potentially narrow down the
areas that are legitimately subject io
dispule.

s ovrcm vmerew o
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ng Philippine Army ang
pangalan ng mea sundalo
na nagpositibo sa isina-
pawang drug tesling noong
Martles.

I’ero iio ayon kay Phi-
lipping Army Spokoesper-
son Col Benjamin Hao ay
kapag nalapos na ang con-
firmatory test na kangad
isinagawa sa 13 sundalo ng
Philippine Army na
naunang nagrositibo sa
surprise drug test

Paliwanag ni Hao, sa
orgs na makumpirmas na
gumagamil nga ny shabu o
marijuana ang men sunds-

ISASAPURLIKO na

EERRL e BT B e S

io ay maart na nilang isa-
publiko ang katashan ng
wza e,

Giit ni Hao, walang
lugar sa AP at partikular
sa Philippine Army ang
mgs sundalong hidong o
gumagamil ng ilferat doegs
at hindi umano kinukun-
sinti ng liderato ng AFP
ang mga ganong wi ng
sundaic.

Ani Col lHao, bilang

Page.

patunay mayroon pang
kabuuang 209 ang mea
sundalo mula sa Philip-
pine Army ang nasibak sa
serhisyo simula 20 3 dahil
sa paggamit ng illegal na
droga.

131 dite noong 2013,
38 nasibak noong 2014, 35
na dismiss noong 2015 af
NEAVONg tacn Imayroon ng
5 ang nasibak dahil sa
illogal drugs.

Z
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Philippine Army ang pe-
ngalan ng mga sundalo na
nagpositiho sa drug test.

Gavarmman, ayon kay
Philippine Army Spokes-
person Col Benjamin Flao,
o ay kapag na tapos na ang
conlinnatory test na agad isi-
g sa |3 sundalo ng Phi-
tippine Arimy na naunang nag.
nosifibo s suiprise g fegt.

AniTtao, sa oras na ma-
kumpirma na Eumagamil
ngangshabuomaijiang ang
mpa sundalo ay maaari na
nilang isapubliko ang kag.
han ng maa ito,

Giitni Han, walang lugzar

ISASAPUBLIKOmang <o AP partikular sa Phi.

Pahina.

lippine Army an £ ga sun-
dalong tulong o gumagamit
ng illegal drugs athindi ma-
1o kinukuastnti ng liderato
pgAFPangmpa ganitong ud
ngsundalo.

Maytoon nang kaby-
w209 sundalo nwila sa
Philippine Ay ang nasi-
bak sa serbievo mula 2013
dahil sa paggamit ng Higalna
droga kung saan 137 dito
noong 2013, 38 nasibak
roong 2014, 35 na-dismiss
neong 241 5 at ngayeng taon
mayroon ng 5 ang nasibak
dahilsa illegal drugs,.

{Ejrie Repes)
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UNGKAYA PUKAN,
Basilan—The  terror
group Abu Sayyaf con-
tinued its offensive
against the Army yes-
terday with, gun battles
spreading to three
towns in  Basilan
province and sending
at least 7,000 residents
fleeing their homes and
pleading for govern-
ment help.

No official. however. had
come to visit the evacuees as of
yesterday, according to some
residents who fied the {ighting
on Thursday.

Hadjiya Asjail. 60, resident of
Barangay Magcawa in Al Barka
rown, Basilan, said there was no
help from the government since
the residents fled.

“I have been here for two days
now and we just rely on good
neighhors for food,” said Asjail,
who had sought shelter in hous-
es of fellow Yakans in Barangay
Cabangalan in Tipo-Tipo town.

Abdulbaki Kadari, another
evacuee, said the lack of food
forced some of the residents to
risk getting caught in the cross-
fire to return to their homes to
get supplies.

“We will dir here, we cannot
wait for them, we nced to eat
and we feel ashamed relying on
our good ucighbors,” Kadari
said.

Anwary Akalun, the provin-
cial social welfare officer. ad-

mitted that the provincial gov-
ernment couid not provide food

yetlothe evacuees.

Akalun g
need of the ev
andd t}
needed at leag 1

S

clashes that started on Wed

Qe
d ne

ay evening when at least 200

terrorists  attacked the head.-
quarters of the Army’s 18th in-
tantry Bartalion (IB) here.
_f\uthc)rities said there wére
brief respites from the clashes.
Jof:! Maturan, former mayor
of this 1own, said the ferrorists
some of whom armed with 'SO
cal. machine guns, had pml

tioned themsclves on four hills
surrounding the community of
Punoh Butigan in the village of
Sungkayot, where the 18th 1B
headquarters is locared.

The terrorists, said Maturap,
“seemed to be determined to
get the headquarters.”

Maturan sasd he and his rubber

plantation workers had armed
themselves to help government
soldiers repel the Abu Sayyaf,

- The fighting, he said. is “on
and off” But he snid he won-
dered “why these bandirs are
Dot rurming out of ammunition
and food.” Julic 5. Alipala, In-
quirer Mindanao

aid the immediate
acuees was [opod
e provincial government
e A 365,000 imitially,
The offensive, a firse by Abu
ayyal in recenr years, led to
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HADIIYA Asjail, a 60-year-old wornan from the village of Magcawa in Al Barlca town, Basilan, is one of hundreds of residents of three towns inthe
province who fled attacks by the Abu Sayyaf. Asjall sought shelter in this house behind a schoot in the town proper of Tipo-Tipo, awaiting government aid.
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Troops kill 9 Abu Sayyaf bandits in Suli'swdash

i INE Abu Sayyaf bandits
| andasoldier werekilled in
e ¢ fresh clashes between the
lawless group and government forces
in the provinces of Sulu and Basi-
lan on Thursday, the military said.

Theencountershappenedas the
Armed Forces refocused its opera-
tions on the Abu Sayyaf as part of
the overall effort to rid the coun-
try of criminality, as ordered by
President Duterte.

Maj. Filemon Tan, Armed Foye-
es Western Mindanao Command
spokesman, said troops of the
Army's 45th Infantry Battalion
clashed withatleast 130 terrorists
believed to be led by Commander
Radullan Sahiron at around 3
p-m. on Thursday.

He said the troops were oper-
ating at Barangay Kabuntakas,
Patikal, Sulu, “under an intensive
focused military operations,” when
they encountered the large group
of bandits.

As aresult, nine terrorists and
one soldier were killed.

Nineteen others, includingsixsol-
diers, were wounded in the gun bat-
tle, which raged until early evening,

Tan said the bandits were
pounded with artillery, while other
ground forces, which reinforced
the Army troops, also engaged Sa-
hiron’s group.

inBasilan aseries of encounters
also broke out between troops of
the Joint Task Force Basilan and a
combined group of the handits with
200 members led by Commanders
Isnilon Hapilon and Furiji Indama.

The Abu Sayyaf group under
Hapilon has pledged with alje-
glance with the Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant.

Tan said the firefight with
the bandits occurred at around 8§
p-m. on Wednesday and raged for
about five hours. The clash reig-
nited at around 7 a.m. on Wednes-
day in several villages in Ungkaya
Pukan’and Magcawa in Albarka.

Tan said airstrikes and shelling
were carried out against the ban-
dits. Rene Acosta

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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PHILIPPINE govern-
ment forces fought
hundreds of Islamic
militants on two re-
mote isfands Thurs-
day, with the military
aireraft-backed cam-
paign leaving up to 10
people dead, the army
said,

The gun battles on
the southern islands of
Jelo and Basilan followed
orders by new President
Rodrigo Duterte for the
securily services to =44
after the Alu Sayyaf,
which recently beheaded
two foreign hostages and
is alao blamed for the
wnrel Lerror attacks in
Philippine history.

The fighting was con-
tinuing late Thursday
with more troops being
rushed in. hacked by
military airerafl and ar
tilery, regional military

spokesman Major Filem-
o Tan told reportors.

“Continuons indirecl
fire support and air
sirikes are being done
and additional troops
were deployed,” he add-
ed without giving details.

Army troops hunting
down Abu Sayyal units
clashed with aboul 120
of the gunmen ncar the
Jolo town of Patikul, kill-
ing a =soldier and woumnd-
ing six others, Tan said.

Military intelligence
reporte later determined
that nine Abu Sayyaf
members were alsn killad
and 1.3 others wounded,
he added.

Meanwhile, up to 200
Abn Sayyal gunmen
have heen fighting run-
ning gun battles with
government forces in
three Basilan towns since
lale Wednesday, Tan said,

but did aet say if there
were casualties.

The Jolo mititants are
believed to he holding a
Norwegian resort man-
ager abducied elsewhere
in the south in Septem-
ber last year and a Dwtch
hirdwatcher kidnapped in
2012.

Tan did not reply
when asked about the
impact of the fighting on
the hostages,

The Abu Sayyafl be.
headed in April and June
two Canadian teurists
who were kidnapped
along with Lhe Norwe-
gian, while a Filipina who
was abducted with them
was freed last month.

The Abu Sayvaf is a
lonse network of a few
hundred Islamic mili-
tants, formed in the
19908 with seed money
from Osama bin Laden’s

Page.

Al-Qaeda network, that

has earned millions of

dollars from kidnappings-
for-ransom.

Although its leaders
have pledged allegiance
to Islamic State, analysts
say they are mainly fo-
cused on lucrative kid-
nappings.

Last month, as Du-
terte prepared to assume
office after winning the
May presidential elec.
tions %y fandslide on a
law and order platform,
he ordered the military
defeat the Abu Sayyaf.

“Our first priovily is
the Abu Sayyaf because
that is the order of nur
new president: address
the Abu Sayyaf immed;i.
ately so we can neutral-
ize them,” Delfin Loren-
zana told reporters he-
fore he was sworn in as
defense secretary.  AFP
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Ni FER TABOY

Infuiat kahapon ng Armed Forces
of the Thilippines (AFP} na sivam
na kasapi ng Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG] at isang sundalo ang namatay
sa bakbakan ng dalawang panig sa
Barangay Kabuntakas sa  Patikul,
Sulu.

Sinald =a repert ni Major Flemeon
Ton.  iagapagsalita ng  Weslern
Mindanao Command (Westh linCrons),
na masa anim na suwdalo at 12 naman sa
pandig ng Abu Savval ang nasigatan <a
nasabing engrkuwentro,

Avon kay Tan, dakong 300 no
hapon al nagsasagawa ng focused
mililary operations ang tropa ng 45ih
Infantry Battalion ng Philippine Arme
(A} ea lugar nang makasagupa nila ang
fasa 130 bandido. na pinangunahan ni
ASG Commander Radulan Sahiron,

Sinabi i Tan na ang operayon ay
bahagi pa 1in ng pagsisikap na iligtas
ang mga nalalabing bihag ne Abu
Sayvaf, na kinabibilangan ng sivam na
dayuban al taiong Dinoy.

Sinabi ng mitilar na maghanta si
Sahiron na pupugutan din ang ralalabi
sa mga dinukot nila sa Samal island
noong Setyembre 2015, ang Novweygian

ma si Kiarlan Sekkingstand, kung
hindi maibibigay ang hinthingi nilang
FANSOI,

Una nang pinugutan ng Abu Sayyaf

ang dalawang Canadian na sina John
Ridsdel at Robert Halt, habang pinalaya
naman noong nrakuaang buwan s
Marites Flor.
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9 na Sayyaf bulagta, 13 pa
sugatan sa enghkwentro

Nivam na kasapi ny bandidong Ay Sayyaf Group
CASGAng nasav habang 13 handido paanginiulat nn
neengatan sa panihagony pakikipag-hakbakan sa mé-
firar sa Patikul. Soln kamakalawa ng hapon,

Sainisval naularni Maj, Fitemon Tan. spokesman
e Western Mindanao Command. jsa nantang sundaio
ane Az sa nasabing engkowentro pero tmangyi
patigz kilalanin babang anim pa ang sugatan, hase na
i sn ulatng ipmarating sa Camp Agninatdo iahapon,

Napag-shaman sq fepait 0 magsasagawa ng fo-
cused military operations angtropa g 451k Infany
Battalion ng Philippine A rmy {PA) ga Rarangay Ka-
buniakas, Patikul, Suin kamakalawa ng hapon nang
matiyempuhan ang may 130 mivembro ng ASG sa
pangigna kemander ma si Radilan Sahicon,

Sinabi ni Tan na g pagpapateutya ng mititaray ba-
hagi rin ng paludoy wa pagkilos [ira maisalba ang mga
maititiza pang hihag nr ASCng kinabihifangan ng sivam

na daliivan af tatlong Pinoy, (Betehai Julian)
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intel officer killed
in traffic row

CAMARINES NORTE — A member of the
Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines was killed by a police officer fol-
towing a traffic altercation in Polangui, Albay
on Tuesday.

Cpl. Anthony Manuel, a resident of
Barangay Balogo in Oas, Albay, died at the
scene.

Senjor Police Officer 1 Ernesto Lladones Jr.,
36, surrendered and turned over his service
firearm.

Initial investigation showed that Manuel
and L ladones had a heated argument after
their motorcycles almost figured in an ac-
cident at around 11:3 a.m.

- Francis Elevado
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NPA rebels own up to killing of militiaman

LAMBOANGA UTY: Communist rchels
on Friday owned up to the killing
of a tribal leader they accused of
being behind the murder of an
ltalian missicnary in North Cesta-
bato in 2011.

Rigoberto Sanchez, a spokes-
man for the New People’s Army
{NPA), said rebel forces killed
Ruben Labawan, a leader of the
militia group called Alamara, in
Panabo City on Julv 6.

He said Labawan was also worle
ing for the military and behind the
numerous killings of indigenons
“peopie and civitians susperted of
stppotting or aiding the NPA.

“The AFP (Armed Forces of
the Philippines} troops, with
Labawan's Alamara and other
paramilitaries at their heels, have
committed the most fanatic and
barbaric acts of war crimes ariod

the region, such as the cold-
murder of Fr. Vausto Tentorio,”
Sanchez said.

Tentorio, who was accused hy
the Alamara group of heing a
sympathizer of the NPA, was shot
outside his convent in Arakan
town in North Cotabato province
on October 17, 2011,

Sanchez said most recently,
Labawan's group was allegedly
responsible for the rape and sum-
mary killing of two NPA members
in Paquibato district in Davae City
and the brutal slaying of rebel
leader Noel Gulmatico on July
in Magpel town, North Cotabato,

He said government forces
captured andd tortured Gulmatico
betore brutally killing him and
mutilating his body.

"The New T'eople’s Army in
Southern Mindanac and the fumad

and peasant masses in the region
commend the NPA-Ist Pulang
fagani Battalion in successfully
carrying out the standing order of
the People’s Revolutionary Court
in dispensing justice against Ruben
Eabawary Tast June 6 in Panabo City.”

“lahawan was guilty of blood
debis and therehy meted with the
death penalty for serious crimes
agamnst the people, especially the
fumadand peasant settfers of Davao
City and Nerth Colabato. He was

also guilty of grave acts of coliusion -
in the reactionary regime’s campaign

of dupt laty and disunity among
fumads,” Sanchez said.

He added Labawan threatened
hapless indigenous people of vio-
leat retatiation in order to force
them te enlist in the Alamara.
Last year, alongside troops from
the 69th and 72nd infantry Battal

1ons, coerced 70 tribesmen to join
pro-government militia groups
and tagged those who resisted
as rebe] supporters.

“He deputized his minions
to carry out widespread land-
grabbing and cattle-rustling that
victimized poor lumadand settlers
in Paquibato, Marilog, Malabog
and other areas in Davao City. He
peddled the occultist deception
of being impervious to bullet
wounds, carrying wherever he
went o his mysterious oils and
amulets. At the time of his death,

“hewas carying a 45-caliber pistol |

along with an assortment of oils
and amulets,” Sanchez said.

The indigenous organization
Kalumuran Mindanao has calied
on Fresident Rodrigo Duterte
to give justice to the killing
of Labawan. AL JACINTO
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Northern Samar solon, gov linked

to drugs re: yto face NDF

By joey A. Gabieta
Inquirer Visayas

TACLOBAN CITY—A spokesper-
son for a Northern Samar con-
gressman who, with his gover-
nor-uncie, had heen linked by
communist rebels to drug traf-
ficking said representatives of
the two officials were willing to
meet with rebel leaders to clear
their names.

Rei Josiah Echano, speaking
on hehall of Rep. Edwin Ong,
said the congressman and his

province’s second district while
his uncie, Jose, won a second
term as governor.

The governor is out of the
country and is expected fo re-
turn on July 12,

The Ongs are considered to
be the most influential political
clan in Northern Samar.

While they dismissed the
NDF statement as pari of a
smear campaign, the family, ac-
cording to Fchano, fears that it
would be used to bring down
the Ongs politically.

uncle, Northern Samar Gov
Jose Ong, had never been in-
volved in arty way in drugs,
blaming a political opponent,
who is close 1o the rebels, for
what Bchano said was a smear
campaign against the Ongs.

Echano, however, declined to
identify who the political rival
was.

Reports about the Ongs’ in-
valvement in drugs, according
to Echano, are not true. “He
(the congressman} and his {fam-
ily are legitimate businessmen

Dusterte administration offi-
cials had said Mr, Duterte might
soon announce the names of lo-
cal officials who were involved
in drugs after naming five for-
mer and active police officials.

Echano said the Ongs were
willing to sit down with NDF
leaders to discuss the rebel state-
ment and disprove allegations
that the congressman and gov-
ernor were involved in drugs.

“Due process should be ob-
served even though they claim
to be a revoluiionary govern-

since the 1950s,” said Echano.

The Ong family is engaged in
steel and food businesses and
have worked with some of the
country’s renowned business-
men, Echano said.

Echano cailed up the INQUIRER
to react to a report that came out
on Friday about a National
Democratic Front (NDF) state-
ment linking the Ongs to the drug
trade in Northern Samar, one of
the country’s poorest provinces.

FEdwin Ong is on his first term

as congressman of  the

ment,” said Echano.

“They (rebels) should not re-
ly on the information coming
from our political opponent.

' They must investigate to get the
itk He said,

Echano said the Ongs were
alst against drugs and had sup-
ported efforts to stop drug traf-
fieking in the province.

- One proof of this, he said, isa

summit set on Aug. 17 by the
provincial government to ad-
dress the drug problem in the
province.
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Clashes continye

"

IAMBOANGA CITY: A soldier died as
sporadic clashes between the
mititary and Abu Sayvaf forces
continued on Friday in the
provinces of Sulu and Basilan,
where militants are holding
captive at least 10 foreigners in
the restive Autonomaous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).

There were no immediate re-
purts of casualties in Lhe fghting,
which began on [uly 3, but on
Thursday. troops battled with
ahout 130 gunmen under Radulan
Sahiron in the village of Kabunta-
kas in Patikul town in Suk, where
a soldier died and six troopers
were wounded,

No other details were provided

" by the military, except that

securily forces were continuing

 Sulu, Basilar

L]

operations in Sulu against the
radical group blamed for terrorisim
and ransom kidnappings in the
troubled region.

The army is also batling about
200 Abu Sayyaf fighters in nearby
Rasilan, whete troaps are targeting
to kilt terrorist leader Isnijon
tHapilon and another senior
commander, Puriti Indama,

Fighting was raging between
the two groups since Wednesday
in lUngkavs Pukan and
Tipo-Tipo towns.

The military - guoting
intelligence reports - insists mainy
Abu Sayyal ighters had been
killed and wounded in the batile
fickd, but not a single bady had
been recovered by soldiers in
the provinces. ALJACINTO

The Manila Tines | rage: A1
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By Mario J, Mallari

! Fhe Armed Forees of the
Jhitippines (AFT Y yvestorday sent
off a Fib-strong peacekeeping
ECnni-ingonf to Haiti in a simple
weremony al Villamor Afy Base,

| Newly pramoled AT chief of
isﬁaff Gen, Rivnde Visaya lod the
smend-ofl ceromouy, tngether with
sArmy chief LG Gon, Bduardo Ano,
Air Foree ehief Li. Gen, Bdear
;Fai[nnna AF I’(lv[mh chicfof stall
dcu operaliots Maj, Gen, Carlito
i(w abvez Akl Col. Buvenio {fermarxdes,
Echief of the AFP Teacekeeping
{Operations Conter.

; The B35 all-Aviny contingent is
Hod hy Col, Hosabio Pomopa and it

' %‘, Al e d{'plmm i Jhaiti for one

.‘f‘ﬂ!

The contingenl, ithe 200k
Be‘pimmf'm by the Philippines in
1" arions  United  Nations
Peacekecping missions, is
ieamplemenied by 15 pificers and
1% entisted personned, ineluding 1
RO,

i

“The conlingeni is the
{’Euhppnws contribation to the UN
Iemvvkocp]ny Operations
worbdwide, To date this is the

; r.'mm y°s fargost deployment afier
Hhe Philippines putled out its

-eontingent in Liberia and Golan
“Heights,” said Brig. Gen. Restituto

Fadilla, AFP spokesman.

Padilia said the contingent to

‘he replaced witl e returning to
-Manila an July 1

- Meanwhile, Visaya afficially

received his fourth star from
Defense Seeretary Defin
“Lorenzana during simple donuing

of rank cereinony &t the
Departnment of Nadional l)efcnse at
Camp Aguinalds,

The eeremony was attended bry
albthe Joint, Personal and Special
staff of Lhe AFP jod by L. Gen.
h]nrwm Miranda, the vice chief of
staff and the depuly chief of staff,
Maj. Gen, Salvador Mison 11, and
members of fle nzmktm! eorps and
eivitian (‘mp!nvvtw of Gamp
Aguinaldoe,

Visaya assumed as AFP chief
of nistlf Tast by 1 vice Mivanda
who has servod g, af of
stald sinea April, -

Page:
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135 AFP UN Peacckeepers tumulak na sa Haitil

Lamisan na ka-
hapon patungong Haiti
ang nasa 135 sundalo
upang magsilhi bilang
AFP UN Peacekeeping
contingentl sa nasabing
bansa.

i ahapon, pinanguna-
han ng bagong promotc
na pasungkit ang kani-
vang ika-apal na estrelya
na si AFP Chiel ol Staff
Gen. Ricardo Visaya
kasama ang iba pang

mga matalaas na opisyal
ng militar ang send-off
CCremony na isinagawa
sa Villamor Air Base,
ang punong himpilan
ng Philippine Air Force
{PAE} sa Pasay City.

Ang 135 man UN
Peacekeeping Contin-
gent ay idedeploy sa
Haiti sa loob ag isang
faon,

“The contingent is
the Philippines contribu-

tion to the UN Peackeep-
ing Operations world-
wide”, pahayag ni AFP
Spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla.

Ang mga peacekeep-
ers ay pinangungunahan
ni Col. Rosario Pompa
ng Philippine Army na
binubuo np 13 opisyal
at 119 enlisted personnct
kung saan: 14 sa mga it
ay mga babae.

Nabatid na ito ang
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AFP chief of staff, 4 star na

Nakamit 1z nigy bageng taiagang chisf
of stafl ng Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) na i Lt Gen. Ricardo Visaya
ang ranggong 4-star general na mag-
dadala sa kanya bitang pinakamataas
na opisyal ng militar sa bansa,

Sa isang seremonya ia pinanguna-
han ni Defanse Secratary Delfin Loron-
zana sa Department of Nationat Defense
Building sa Camp Aguinaldn, Quezon
City, iginawad kay Visaya ang minimit-
hing 4 star, ayon kay AFP spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Restiiuto Padilla.

Si Vizaya, irang miyembra ng Philip-
pine Military Academy Class 1983,
ay tinapos ang iull military honors na
bumagay sa kanyang bageong ranggo
sa harap AFP General Heatquarters
Building. Siya ay itinalagang chief of

stalf ng AFP noong July 1 ni President
Rodrigo "Digong” [uterte.

Ang seremonya ay dinaluhan ng la-
hat ng personnel at special staft ng AFP
na pinangunahan ni Lt Gen. Glorioso
Miranda, ang vice chief-ob-staff at ang
deputy chisf-of-staff na si Maior Gen,
Saivador Mison 11, at miyembro ng
enlisted corps at civilian empioyees ng
Camp Aguinaldo. Dito ginawa ni Visaya
ang kanyang unang official visit bilang
hagang 4-star general sa Philippine, Air
Force headouarters sa Villamor Air Base,
Pasay City. Sinalubong siya ni PAF com-
mander Lt. Gen. Edgar Faliorina kasama
ang leadership ng senior Air Foree kung
saan ginawaran siya ng PAF ng Honorary
Aviator's Gold Wings bilang top honcho
ng AFE. (Ricky 7. Tufipat) :

),

Pahina.
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By Allan Nawal
Inguirer Mindang

DAVAO CITY—Piesident Duterte on
Friday balked al calling the Abu Sayyaf
criminals, even as he blamed US inter-
vention for the hlnody conflicts in Jrag
and other Middie Hastern countries.
“That's wivw [ am not including Abu
Sayyaf Factivities| in criminalite You've
never heard me szav (thev are} crimi-
nal{s). It is a dificrent setup there be-
cause these are the guvs who were driv-
en to desperation,” he said in a speech
during the Hari Raya Tid al-Thr cele-
bration at SMX convention center heve.
Duterte said he knew Lthe silua-
tion “from Nut [Misurari] (o the

ARMM  {Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindarao).”
“There iz no sufficient sem-

hlance of governance and that i
why they are pushed 1o the wall”
he said. adding: “Then they be-
came radicalizngd.” .

The celebration was attended by
such prominent Moro leaders as
Ghadzall Jaafar of the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILIM).

The President earlier warned the
Abu Sayvaf to stop 2 wave of ransom
kidnappings, and said he would
eventually confront the militants.

Two Canadians were successively
beheaded by the militarnts in Sulu af-
ter ranzom deadlines lapsed.

A Norwegian, a Dutch bivd waich-
er amd a group of seven newly kid-
napped Indonesian tughoat crew-
men remain in Abu Sayyaf custody.

The United States and the Philippines
have blacklisted the Abit Sayyaf as a ter-
rorist organization for bombings, kid-
nappings for ransom and beheadings.

In his speech, Mr. Duterte also sug-
gested that US policy was to blaine
for terrorist attacks on its soil, say-
ing, “It is not that the Middle Fast is
expornng  terrorism (o America,
America imported tervorism.”

He said Lhe US-led invasion in
Iraq, which was backed by Britain,
led to Saddam Hussein’s downfall
but caused the oil-rich nation to de-
scend into bloody strife, adding that
America’s action had no legal basis.

My, Duterte earlier said he would
chart a foreign policy not dependent
on the United States. '

“They destroyed the Middle East,”
he said as he faulted foreign inter-
vention in the Middle East for the
worsening situation there.

Mr. Duterte said that before the US-
led coaiition invaded lIrag, Saddam
Hussein was in control and the situa-
ton there was much better than today.

“Look at Traq now,” he said.

NWi
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The President also said violence
worsened in Libya when Moammar
Ghadafi was ousted as president. He
said foreign intervention continued to
worsen the Middle East situation, cit-
ing Syria’s case as another example,

He said the situation that gave rise
o radicalism there was different,
though the people there were against
[oreign intervention.

In the Philippines, he said the
players were all Filipinos and “we
are ali brothers,”

Mr. Duterte said he was talking to
the Moro Nationa! Liberation Front
{MNLF} and the WILF it the hope of

DUTERTE

ending the decades-cld conflict.

He said he thought of federalism
as the effective way to resolve the
Mindanao problem because it would
give everyone the same opportunity.

What the MILF gets, he said, will
akso be the same thing that the MNLF
gets. ' With reports from AP

o iy U 1and.

Tt

i1 5285, 5295




ALy VISION. Ly U0, @ WOHKH CRISS Army NGl IS 2 SOUrce OF NaRONal prioe

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: vacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-0555 Local: 5285, 5295

00

ISABELA CITY — Officials
of the Autenomons Region in
Muslim Mindanno (ARMMD)
have vowed Lo support {aw
erforcement (melz‘e?-tiens ogainst

AbuSayyabandit. dinid aspate

of atlacks onmilitary camps and
avilian comnmumitios in Basilan,

“I’s time for us to unite o

stop them from sowing terror-
ism here,” ARMM Gov. Mujiv

July 2016

Hataman said during a meeting
of ARMM mavyors and other lo-
cal offidials during the Eid’1 Fitr
celebration at the Basilan State
College. "What they want is Lo
sow feal o inmeocent comimuri-
ties, We will not aflow this.”
Hataman said they received
reports that Abu Sayvaf recruits
from Zamboanga City, Suly,
and Zamboanga Sibugay have

GUs to support drive vs Abu Sayyaf

reinforced the group in Basilan.
“1 suspected they were
pressured by military opera-
tions (in Sulu) that's why they
transferred here,” he said. -

At least 1,000 Faniilies were

displaced in Barangay Bagu-
indan when a group led by
Isnilon Hapilon and Furiji
Indama attempted to hoist an
Islamic State (IS) flag at the

town hail, according to Tipo-
Tipo Vice Mayor Tong Istarul.

Al-Barka town mayor Lajid
Darus said the militants also
tried to hoist an IS flag at their
municipal hall,

The military said Abu Sayy-
af bandits have been firing at
the camps of the 18th Infantry
Battalion since Wednesday, = |

- Roel Pareio |
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By FRANGIS T. WAKEFIELD - .- 33 Folice Regional Office 11 (PRO-11), kasi as far

ar we are concerned, wala kaming nakukuhang

The Armerd Forees of the Philippines  information about iyong direct threat coming from
(AFP) yesterday said that it has nol. yel 1518 sa Davao City,” Guerrero said,

received any reports of any threal from “Although aiam naman natin na itong Davao
Jhadist militant group Islamic State of City continues o be on the list of yung mga cities
trag and Syria (ISIS) in Davao Cily. under threat ng terrorism pero iyung position

This was disclosed by AT'P Chicf of haman natin continues to remain the same. Perg
~taff Lt Gen. Ricardn Visaya who reacted iyung threat directly coming from ISIS wala kam-
‘o astatement made by acting Davao (i ty  inginformation dun kaya ito vine-verify namin,”
Mavor Paclo Duterte that the interna- he said.
tional terror group is
inlending {g launch
altacks in the city,

“I haven't re-
ceived any similar
report but as always
terrorist hreats are
part of our intelli-
fence unils monitor
ing efforts.” Visaya
said.

He also said that
there was still no
mifitary assessment
on-the TSIS, and if it
kas any presence in
the country. :

“Per validation.
none 50 far... only
from grotps like the
ASG (Abu Sayyaf
trroup) thal have
publicly declaved
support Lo the said
group.” he =aid.

Meanwhile, 1.1,
Gren Leonardo Guor
rero, the chief of the
AFP’s Bastern Min-
danao Command.
said Lhal. as far as
the military are con-
cerned, they have
nat received any -
formation regarding
any ISIS threat to
Davao Cily,

“Wala kaming
information, Tio nga
katatawag ko lang
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DAVAO CITY - Prosident
Duierie is set te meet with
Moro National Liberation
Frong (MNLF) chairman Nur
Misuari in Sulu 1iext week in
an effort to get the rebel's sup-
port for the proposed shift to
a federal form of covernment.

Deterte moet with over 710
Muslimes from all over the i«
tand in celebration of the Min-
danao Harirava Eid'l Fitr

2006 heid at the SMY Conven-
tion Center bere in SM Lanany,
Promicr veslerday.

Among those who altended
the celebration were officials
of the Moro Istamic Liberation
Front (MILE)} led by vice chair
for political affaire Ghazali
jaafar.

“We all believe in the same
God. What vou give Lo the
MILE vou also give Lo the

federalism.

“But if the Filipine nation
ina F]ebisc%t@ would not want
il then T am ready to con-
cede whalever is. there in the
Bangsamoro Basic Law., Wo
will see Lo it that it will pass
and also in fatrness to Nur, we
might also configure his ter-
ritory for the Tausug nation,”
Duterte said. “We will have
new boundaries.”

By EDITH REGALADO

MNLE” Duterte said.

To those wondering why
there are not many Mus-
firns in his Cabinet, Duterte
explained the government
is now thinking of a recon-
figuration of the territory in
Mindanao.

“We are lrying to do a
frameworlk, and if T succeed

in convincing everybody in

Mindanao, if T could convinece
my MILF brothers and Nur
Misuari of the MINLE there
will be a reconfiguration of
the territory. And most of them
will occupy regional or state
positions,” Duterte said.

The President said that
he foresees that loward the end
of the vear he will be able to
come up with a framework on

He said the boundaries are
nobtintended to separate Mo-
ros from Christians but onjv.
to delineate territories “that
should not keep us apart from
heing Mindanaoans.”

fun another development,
Dulerte yesterday said the US
cngendered terrorism overseas
that led to the ruin of Iraq,

Syvia and Libva.

— With Giovanni Nifles
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MILF keeps
optimisim
over peace
talks alive

OZAMIZ CTIY—Moro rebel
leaders are keeping their op-
timistn alive that the peace
process started hy the Aquino
administration  would  he
continued and susrained by
the administration of Presi-
dent Duterie.

In 7n Eid al-Fitr message to
members of the Moro Tslarmic
Liberntion Front (MILP), its
chair, Murad Ebrahim, said ef-
forts 10 keep the peace process
moving under the Duterte ad-
minisiration were ongoing.

As so0n as Duterte was de-
clare:l winner of the presi-
dential race, Murad said
MILT had already launched
“back  channeling eungage-
ment” to preserve the gains
of the peace process that led
to the signing of a peace pact
with thie Aguin® adminigira-
tion hut fell short in its target
of heving a new law passed
by Congress that weould ere-
ate a new autonomous setup
for the Moro people.

The MILF central commit-
tee, according to Murad, had
formed a group that dis-
cussed the peace process with
close aides of My Duterte.
Mursd did not identify who
they were, though.

The initial discussion with
Mr. Duterte's aides, said Murad,
ted 1o the one-on-one meeting
between him and Mr. Duterte
in Davac City on June 17.

Murad recounted that dur-
ing the meeting, which lasted
some 20 minutes, he and Mr.
Duterte “had very substantive
discussions toward the way for-
ward in the search for peace.”

“We are now working for
the continuation of that bacl
channeling discussions until

we are able to start the formal f

engagement,” said Murad.

He said there was also an
agreement to hold another
set of back channel talks next
week.

it was not clear whether
the next round of discussion

wauld - still -involve Murad®
and Mr. Duterte or members
of government and MILF

peace panels.

The Duterte administra-
tion has not formed a peace
panel for the MILF vet.

In his inaugural address on
June 30, Mr. Duterte vowed to

honar all peace agreements
~signed by previous - adminig.

trations with both communist
and Moro rebel groups.

Jesus Dureza, presidentjal
adviser on the peace process,
said the Duterte administra-
tion would also seek the con-

vergence of peace initatives

with MILF and Moro Nation-

al Liberation Front. Ryan
Rosauro, Inquirer Min-
dangn

E‘ageﬁq
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Duterte may consider BBL
if federalism is rejected

By ANTONIO L COLINATY 7 7

DAVAD CITY - President Duterte .
vesterday vowed to effect change in the
country in two to three vears, stressing
that if the nation rejects federalism he
will consider the proposed Bangsamoro
Basic Law (BBL).

Speaking at the Mindanao Hariraya

Fdi'l Flir 2016 at the SMX Convention
Cenier Davao, Duterte said itis possible
to restore peace in Mindanao and make
a major overhaui in the government
through federalism and encouraged the
Moro people to build a nation “founded

Page: -

s,
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on peace and understanding.”

“} might be able to do this within
the six years. It will not be over- 7

night, certainly not next year, it
would be something two to three
years from now but I agsure you
something will change before 1
end my term.” he sajd.

Bruterte said heis comingup

wilh a framework where - ifboth
members of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front MILF) and the
Maoro National Liberation Front
(MNLI) would be convinced —
there will be “reconfiguration
ol territory.”

The President did not elabo-
rate na the “reconfiguration”
bul he: said if the nation will not
agree on federalism. “I will pro-
ceed whatever is in the BBI..

te assured Muslims: “A

_promiseis apromise. My word of

honor is something I value very
much. Kaya ako pagnaghitaw
ng salita yun na yun at hindi ko
papalitan.”

“I do not think there will be
another chance for the Mind-
anapans te expect change,” he
added.

Duterte said he does wani
to include the Abu Sayyaf in his
fight against criminality because
“these are the people who are
driven by desperation”.

“We are a nation, we are all
brothers and sisters hy blood.
I am not including (the) Abu
Sayyaf in-the criminality be-
cause they are pushed to the
wall hecause of the failed prom-
ises,” he said.
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By John Paclo Bencito

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte declared Friday
night that he would ask Congress to pass the con-
troversial Bangsamoro Basic Law pushed by the
Moreo Islamic Liberation Front should Filipinos
reject his proposed shift to federalism through a

5

Constitutional Convention.

Speaking to the Muslim com-
munity during the Eid I-Fitr ce]-
ebration in Davao City, Duterte
hoped he could persuade the
Moro community to accept fed-
eralism because it will fulfill the
aspirations of the Bangsamoro.

“IE1 could persuade everybody
in Mindanao, if I could persuade
my Muslim brothers, inchidin
Nur Misuari of the MNLE there
will be a reconfiguration of the
territory and most of them would
occupy regional and state posi-
tions,” Duterte said. '

Fle said his federalism proposal
is also one of the reaons why Mo-
ros were not given key positions
in the government even if he is a
“son of Mindanao.”

“It will be difficult because I
see that at the end of the year; we
will be able to come out with a
{ramework on how to implement
federalism,” Duterte said.

“Bat if the Filipino nation Idoes
not] want it, then I am ready to
concede whatever is there in the
BBL. We will see to it that it will
be passed [by Congress)” he
added.

Duterte also outlined some of ..

his ideas on sub-states under a
federal government, including,
for instance, a separate territory
for the Tausug people.

“In fairness to Nur, we wiil

Page:

reconfigure his territory for the
Tausug nation. Then we will have
new boundaries which are not
intended to separate Moras from
the Christians. Rather it is only to
delineate territories,” he said.

“But that should not keep us
apart from being Mindanacans
because most of the Christians
here in Mindanao are supporting
federalism and the BBL,” he said.

If he succeeds in pushing for
Federalism, Duterte envisions the
actual shift to come in the middle
of his six-year term.

“We must accept that we will
be a nation that will be founded
on peace and understanding, |
think, with the grace of Allah, I
might be able to do it in six years.
It will not be overnight but cer-

“tainly it will conie two to three

years from now,” he added.

“T assure you that something
will change before I end my
term so fo rmy brothers in the
MILF, a promise is a promise.
My word of honor is something
that I value very much so when
Tve already given my word,
that is it and T will not change

are things that we must work
in, our aspirations. This will be
another chance for the Mindan-
a0ans to expect change, it might
not come again,” he added.
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By CARMEN N. PEDROSA

Of Crying generals and the
bravest Filipinos soldiers

Fdon't know what vou make of
it but Iwas repelted by the story of
crying generals, To my mind, gen-
erals whether soed or bad de not
cry. We woulkd never have known
who these generals were unlil we
had a brave leader, Precident Ro-
drige Roa Duterte came along Lo
expose them. He gave them ample |
warhing to rosign and Ql,n‘l”(‘ﬂ}“ﬁf‘i‘ W SRR .-
but still they retused, relying instead on our ignorance.
Thev could have continued swith their alleged criminal
lives under the protection of a government that did not
care. Duterte cared. .

Yet when they were apprehended for atleged crimes
committed during their tonure thev broke down and cori rri
One would expect that they were made of Rl‘L‘!'ﬂel')Sitl”
and strong cnough to accept they had been wrong, Put to
crv? Geez. | lave onlv read the story in the newspapaors,
But T can imagine how they thought that crying on the
shoulder of the newly appointed Gen. Bato de la Rosa
wauld have pity on them, a1t would have been in past
uncaring Philippine governmenls.

These seli-centered men who are su pFusod tor defend
uz have been utterty disgraced. [0is not they who shoutd
e pitied. Instead we do need to ery and feel pity for their
victims - the men, women and children who were victims
of the drug cartels they protected. No crying can right the
wrongs that were done o them. .

If we did not have a Dulerte, these crying generals
would have continued with the evil trade and the dam-
age it did te our countrymen and country. It is whal we
should ory for |

Duterfe named Deputy Director General Marceto
Garbo Ir. tretired), Chicf Superintendent Vicente Loat
(retired}, Chief Superintendent Bernardo i}%az, I-’tr'oftt{ar
Toel Pagdileo, and Chicf Superintendent Edgardo Tinio
as the police officials im{-'nive;d in the illegal drug trade.

|
]
H
3
|
L

My cousin. Rose Adea Sarte whose father, Gen Luis
Adca, was also a military man and who in the Bataan
Match was so moved by this incongruity of eryin g gener-
als. She sent me this post that we should not despatr. It told

that crying yenerals are not what the Philippine military
is all about. The post comes from the blog Filipkiowe, it
is entitled “The Ten Most Fearsome One Man Filipino
Armies.” It tells of men who fought bravely 611 their dying
day. I have never heard their names until | read the post.
She wanted to console me that there there are Filipino
generals and soldiers whom we can be proud of and it
is a good antidote to compare with the crying generals,

These men can inspire us not to lose hope. We do have
good and brave generals.

Douglas MacArthur was so moved by their bravery
and heroism he said, “Give me ton thotsand Filipinos
and we will conguer the world.” He knew some of them
first hand. They should not be forgotten in the scandal
of ceying generals accused of protecting drug lords and
crooked politicians.

“Filipinos are warrior race, often fighting with the odds
stacked against them. A glance at the differeni battles and
wars Filipinos fought throughout history prove that,”
adds the post.

It also talked of the unbelievable display of fighti ng,
prowess and near-reckless abandon by these Filipinos
who were literal one-man armies, MacArthur’s praise for
ten thousand able to conquer the world is something to
be reminded of in these davs.

Among the one-man armies MacArthur was referred
to were Jesus Villamor, Narciso Ortilano, Jose Nespiros,
Jose Bandong fr., Romualdo Rubi, Tulius Javier, Ramon
Alcaraz, Jose Ignacio Paua. And Rodelio Caballes.

Here are some excerpts on their bravery.

“Arguably one of the greatest Filipino pilots ever, Vil-
lamor led a squadron {read: six) of 126 fighters against 54
Japanese enemy planes consisting of dozens of Mitsubishi
Zeros over the skies of Batangas during the opening stages
of the Japanese invasion of the Philippines in December 1941.

Where many of us would probably falter at the sight
of bayonet-wielding Japanese screaming “Banzai” at
the top of their lungs, Ortilano did the exact oppesite.
Guarding his machine gun nest in the wee hours of the
morning on January 12, 1942 in his sector of Bataan, Or-
titano was suddenly greeted by gunfire and the screams
of 11 heavily-armed Japanese soldiers who broke oul of
a nearby sugarcane field and who were quickly charging
towards his position.
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With his fellow machine-g umnner killed by the initial hail
of builets, Ortilano alone manned his machine gun and
took out four of them until it finally jammed. Undeterred,
Ortilano took out his pistel and shot another five dead.

Anative of La Union, Nisperos earned his colors when
asa Philippineg Secut he Fougﬁwt offa huge number of Moro
insurgents who ambushed his unit in Lapurap, Basilan
on Sept. 24, 19171,

Barely able to stand due (o bleeding from several stab
wounds and having his left arm broken with g gunshot
wound, Nisperos nevertheless kept firing his tifle with his
right hand at the assailants until they finally withdrew,

In the six-hour gunfight, Bandong was hit with a
bullet to the left shoulder Seeing they were about to be
overwheimed, Bandong heroically ordered his men to
withdraw and took it upon himself to make a last stand.

His supreme sacrifice of which he sarned aposthumous
Medal of Valorno doubt saved the lives of his men. Legend
has it he also ardered artillery to be fired on his position
to wipe out the enemy, :

Jalius Javier was also deemed to be "unkillable™ ag he
survived his armed encounters and at least three attempts
on hislife without injury, leaving some to believe he wore
anamulet that protected him from harm. However, two of
favier's greatest accomplishments involved him defeating
the enemy withowut firing a =i ngle shot.

The namesake of one of our \A-'arshi;:ns, Ramon Alcaraz
was one of the naval heroes of World War H. Then an of-
ficer of the Offshore Patyol (the predecessor to the Philip-
pine Navy), Alcaraz commanded the torpedo boat Q-112.

During the war, he and his men en gaged nine Japanese
Zeros and destroved three of them in battle on January
17, 1942, oa ring him a Sitver Star in the process. Earlier,
he had also successfully sunk 15 ships in the Pastg River
to prevent the Japanese from using tﬁwem.

Faua was the only full-blooded Chinese who fought as
a general on the side of the Filipine revolutionaries i their
struggle agaimst the Spanish and later the Americans. We
didn’t mention that aside from being, a noted blacksmith
and untiring fund-seeker for his compatriots, Pava wag also

“abadass marlial artisl who used his skills in actual combat.”

P wasindeed consaled Rosemary, daughter of a military

general with this post.

#
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Abu Sayval member caught in Baslian
By o Pareno

15

ABELACTTY. Philippines - Governent froops caplired a member of the Abu Sayyal group Friday aiiile
[Pymiet o e acde mililary offensive operalion agamest he grovp in Al Daitka town in Basilan. according to official

Lene Mup Hataman of the Autonomons Region n Mushn Mindanao (ARMM) confinnec the a.rest of the
suspeotin g checkpoint set up by the military foroes 1y Barangay Magcawa Al-Rarka

SThe suspect came inoide the operational aqroved iy ALB3ka and e to pass a checkpoint ™ Hataman said

Arcording to the governcr, the suspect was ot simedistely wenbited since he was not able to present any
cdoctraent Me only claimed to be coming fron Zamboangas Sibugay

faman said the arvest coniirmedd fie repors thal Pasiian-based Al Sayyal rmlitants are reinfreed Fry
lenis outside the provinoe

Hie s e military reporiad that they are Tghtine abond 200 Ay sayyal handits and are tiying fo estalhish
thog caliphate m Tipo-Tipo, Unckaya Pokan aiel Al Parkas

Fased onrhe idonmation received froim local eificials, abond 20 of the milita e came fronn St Mararcan,

Barangay Muton an east coast village of Soimboarga Uity while ihers came fom Zambosgg 3 SMPLIAY
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AFP chief Gen. Visaya is now a fouv-siar general

By Franoss Margnsirg

{

Armed Foreos Li'ﬂ chofstall Gon Fieardo Visava recerved his fourth star on Frdav. exacflv aweck
atior ho assuped the top militas post

Pulense Seeretary Dellin Loronsana prosided the donning of mnks af € an i Seimaldo. Visava was
aecompanicd b his wite Mildred. said AFP spokesperson Brig, Gen, Restituto Padiliy

vinember of the Phifippine Military Acadomy Cliss of 1984, Visava is the 48th chiol of satf ol
iim AP Prionto his appomtment. e was the commander of the Southern Turon Command hased
1 izon

v lour-star rank 15 thae highest milom posibion and is cxelave o ihe AFP chiel
]

Visana was aceorded with Gl nnliary honors ot the Goneral Headguartors, atiended by the joinl
stadll top generals, enbisted porsonne! and civilian chnplovees at Camp Asumaldo.

Fater on the same day, \’ix‘zr\'n v isgdod ﬂh.‘- Philippine A Foree headyuartors in Pasac 1o was
awardad the DAY Aeiator's Gold Wises s the jop foader of the AUD,

Padifla said hat Visava told the roops (o hone i stale of tendiness for disasior response amud the
monsoen rams brovghl by Tyvphoon Dirtehos {’r‘a?c-;‘n:niui--: oI
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MAMNILA Fhillbpines - The MNew Fee ;-l s Ay Bas Desn oidered to shrengther its ranks and continue
E:‘.!iih.-hi! u mm! offenswes agamst ooy tds thal beve commitied fascist ciimes against the people” amid
efforte to firge an alkancs with the 1 1 2l Ao [ml.nu

bean editonal inoits offsl pablication. Args Bavess, hf Cormmunist Patly of the Philippimes also e s ane
st to Tarsann and arrest the biggest cnmmals nvokeod i peddiing Hleoal drogs” ﬂmt fo “lauresh aclions fo
profect the epvronment agaimnst desboctne mipieg, lf. 15__::__ it ared plardalion npemimn 15

The echiforal waoltan i Flipino, af“lu'afr-‘f}r‘»ci‘ ] et et ;mh«ntsa;’ af Petilding a "peonressive and pro people
At Dy

s:?-,il! f‘n;wiis\ and the reihonal democratio ingees' “evelr as il stressed that iis forces ﬂl?‘ aware uI
b aiabions of s allance” and e mcangers of begg Hed down, socked upy and dresedd by s waorlc”

It recoumzed ihat Datedte himsel! = workineg onand poshing this albance” even as it ponted oul that he i also
the head of a Treactionary state” hat remams doiminaied by elite amd foreign interests

eitheless 1T sandihe crent sitaabon "opers s Dogs politieal opportunity for the national democeatis
forees wib the ‘people’s agenda” sl lhe cender ol heional | ciscourse and debate.” to van the sigapor! and
ceoperation of sectors, arganizabons nsttnhons aned “even officals of the reactionary governinent” mmz_Jg! a
nationwices educational campaign, Iae:-i%e i the urban mess and connbryside.

W alst saic the nminent resumption of Tonmal peace negoliations between the Diuterle dovernment st the
Flational Uemoo ratic Front of e Phidppmnes woukd hedp tstrongthon the progressive a%peht of Diterte and the
;w: sspects for furging aosnlid allaal we hrough fonmst agreeiments that will serve as the general prooram of

achion of suciyan alhanes
WL NEL 0V, DR
kastimincom head orders drug-testing mmnong military personnel

MAMILA July 8 (PMAY - The military's astern Mindanao Command head Lt Gen. Rey Leonardo
Guerrere has orderod alf his commanders to infes wify drug-esting efforts in the EMC.

He said his is part of the effort to cleanse the organization of se alawags, and to enhanice security
measuras being zmplvmonmd aspes T ai%\,f in l)'w 20 Reglon, he added.

Guerrero also ordered his subordinate commanders o strengthan their operations against iflegal

drugs and terror groups and waork closely with their Ph tppine Mational Police counterparts on the
matl er.

He cifed, as basis for such actions, the provisions of the Joint Action Plan recently signed hetween
the EMC and Lirectorate for Integrated Police Operations-Eastern Mindanao. (PNA)

ANy Core Praipose Sepying e weapte. Seciiving the land.
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MANILA, July 8 (PNA) - Intelligence reports ciaiming that Davao City is under terror threat from the
Istamic Gtate (1915) did not come from the military or police, Armed Farces of the FPhilippines (AFF)
Spokasperson Brig. Gen. Restifuto Fadilla aaid

"Per verification . the info (regarding allegad 1515 threat aganst Davao City) did not come from the
AFF or the Fhilippine Mafional Polica, It coudd come Bom ancther source that we are not awars of "
Padilla told PRNA

Acting Davao Oity Mayor Paolo Diuterte earlier said that 1518 militants are threatening to atiack the
southern city.

The local military and police have been aleried to avet the plot, Duterte said. He did not elaborate on
the threat which he said is still bamg validetod by authorities,

tartier, AP chief-of staff Lt Gen Flicardo Visaya said there are 0o 1S

S groups of cells in the
Philippmes.

"Theve ara no B315 here. Only groups fike ASG (Abuy wayyal Group) that publicly declared suppott {o
the said group are in Mindanao bui they ate not 1313 he said

Fhaven't received any similar report but as always terrorist thyeats

are part of our intelligence units
maonttoring efforts,” Visaya sain.

He aslced the public fo be vigilant and report individuals who are acting suspiciously. (IPNA)

Ay Core Parpone: Sepvingy e people. Seoring the land.
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BGen Padilla: Intel report on the alleged

By Marycel Necio Batara
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AFP deploys another peacekeaping contingent in Hait
MANILA July 8 (PMNA)Y - The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has deployad Friday a 135.
strong peacekeaping contingent to quahe devastatad Haith,

The send-off ceremonics at Villamor All Base, Fasay City was headed by AFP chief Gen. Ricardo
Visaya, Army commander Lt Gen Fduardo Ano. Air Force chief Lt Gen. Edgardo Fallorina, AFP
chief of-operations Major Gen. Calito Galver and AFP Paacekeeping Operations Center haad Col.
Eugenio Hernandez,

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Restiiuto Pacdilia said the L3n-sirong Filipine contingent witl serve in Mail;
for one yvear

The contingent is the Philippines’ contribution tn ihe UR FPeacekeeping Qoerations worldwide

To date, this is the country's largest deploymeni after the Fhilipines pulled out its contingent in
Liberia ard Golan MHeights,

The 20th contingent is led by Col Rosatia Pompa of the Philippine Army and is supported by a
cormplemant of 15 officers and 119 enlistac persannel, 14 of whom are women.

They will replace the former coniingent which will arrive in the country on July 11, (PNAay

Army Care Bupoee: Seving the people., seeuring the land.




