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PARIS—A Bastille
- Day flreworks cele-
bration “was shat-
- tered by death and-
~ mayhem on Thurs-
“day  night in: the
s’outhem French ci-

- 1arge truck barreled’ .
. for ‘more than 2
- kilometers through
an enormous crowd:
~-of spectators, cru-
- shing and maiming
) z-;__._.;dozens in what Pre-
* sident Frangois Hol-
lande called a ter-

rorist assault.

It came eight months af- -
ter the Paris attacks that
killed 130 people, trauma- -
*- tizing the nation and all of
"Europe; v |
z . Officials and witnesses -
'_m ‘Nice said at least 84"
& - people, inchuding  -chil-T
dren, were killed by the
driver of the rampaging .
truck who mowed ‘them’,

w TERROR[AH

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

- Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
]




From page Al

down on the sidewalk.

Interior Minister Bernard -
Cazeneuve said 18 people were -
in eritical condition in hospitals. -

Many more were also wound-
ed in the attack ajong the famed
seafront Promenade des Anglais
as the fireworks ended just after
10:30p.m.

The driver was shot dead by
the police as officers scrambled
to respond on what is France’s
most important annual holiday.

. local official said the driver

* fired a pistol several times be-
fore béing shot dead by police.

. “At'the moment that he was
shot dead by police, he had fired
several times,” the official said.

- Authorities said they found
identity papérs belonging to a
31-yaar-old French-Tunisian cit-
izen in the 19-ton truck, as well
as “guris” and “larger weapons.”

Graphic television and video
images showed the truck acceler-
ating and tearing through the
crowd, dozens of victims sprawled
in its path; and the bullet-riddled
windshield of the vehide.

~ Municipal officials and police
“officers described the truck as
full of weapons and grenades.

“The horror, the horror has,
once again, hit France,” Hol-
lande said in a nationally tele-
vised address early Friday.

He said the “terrorist charac-
ter” of the assault was undeni-
able, and he described the use
of a large truck to deliberately

“France has been struck on
the day of her national holiday,”
he said. “Human rights are de-
nied by fanatics, and France 15
elearly their target.”

He said several children were
among the dead after the at-
tack, which he said was of an
“yndeniable terrorist nature.”

Hollande, who only hours
earlier had proclaimed the im-
pending end of a state of na-
tional emergency on July 26,
said that the measure would be
extended by three months and
that. additional soldiers would
be deployed for security.

While ne group has claimed
responsibility for the attack in the
resori city, Hollande vowed to -
strengthen his counuy’s role in
the fight against the Islamnic State
(IS) group in Iraq and Syria.

“Nothing will make us yield
in our will to fight terrorism. We
will further strengthen our ac-
tions in Irag and Syria. We will
continue striking those who at-
tack us on our own soil,” he
said, in reference to IS,

French officials quickly con-
cluded that terrorism was the
likely motive, as the scope of
the slaughter grew clear.

The use of a large commercial
truck as the principal weapon of
death raised new questions about
how to prevent such attacks. .

The officials wamed resi-
dents to stay indoors and can-
celed all further scheduled fes-
tivities in Nice, a seaside city of
340,000, including a five-day
jazz festival and a concert on
Friday night by Rihanna.

“There are numerous victims,”
said Pierre-Henry Brandet, a
spokesperson for thie interior
ministry, on BEM Television. “It's
4 tragic; exceptional situation:” -

World condemns attack -

Politicians from arcund the
world reacted with horror after
the attack.

US President Barack Obama
condemned what he said ap-
peared to be a “horrific terror-
ist attack.”

est ally, as they respond to and re-
cover from this attack,” he said in
a staternent. “On this Bastille Day,
we are reminded of the extraor-
dinary resilience and democratic
values that have made France an
inspiration o the entire world.”
US Secretary of State John
Kerry, who had been in Paris ear-
lier in the day for a Bastille Day
parade, said: “The United States
will continue to stand firmly with
the French people during this
time of ragedy. We will provide
whatever support is needed.”
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeaw wrote on Twitter: “Cana-
dians are shocked by tonight’s at-
tack in Nice. OQur sympathy is with

it stand i solidarity - and ...
‘partnership with France, our old-

the vietims and our solidarity with
~ theFrench people.”

{f& spokesperson for mew i
~— British Prime Minister Theresa

‘May called the attack “a terrible

incident,” adding, “We are
shocked and concerned.”

Boris Johnsoh, whose first en-
gagement as Britain’s new for-
eign secretary was at the French
ambassador's Bastille Day party
in London, said om Twitter:
“Shocked and saddened by the
appalling events in Nice, and the
terrible loss of life.” .

.New York Mayor Bili de Blasio
~tweéeted that he was “sickened by

news of another senseless attack.”
~ European Courcil President
Donald Tusk called it “a sad day
for France, for Europe.”

. He saild it wag “rragic” that
“the subjects of the attack were
people  celebrating  liberty,
equality and fraternity.”

Chinese Premiier Li Kegiang
offered his “condolences” to the
victims and said China opposed
“ali forms of terrorism.

The United Nations Security
Council called the attack “bar-
-baricand cowardly” - .

... The council reaffirmed that
terrorism constitutes one of the
most serious threats to world
peace and security.

“any acts of terrorism are
criminal and unjustifiable,” said
the statement from the 15 coun-
cit members.’

- Latin. American leaders also
.condemned ‘the .carnage, with
Brazilian Interim President Michel
Temer declaring: “Today, more
than ever, we are all French.”

Ecuador’s President Rafael
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Correa said he was sending
France “a hug” after “a tragedy
caused by insanity.”

Leaders and repressntatives
of governments from Ireland to
Indonesia attending the Asia-
Eurcpe Meeting held a minute’s
silence for the victirns ‘at- the
opening of the summmit in Ulaan-
baatar, Mongolid, on Friday.
Scenes of pandemonium

The Mediterranean city of
Nu:e with its pebble beaches
and clear biue water, has beena
magnet for sunseekers and the
jet set since the 19th century.

Witnesses described scenes
of pandemonium, with conflict-
ing accounts on social media,
including a false report of
hostage-taking in Nice.

“We were enjoying the celebra-
tions when we suddenly saw peo-
_.plerupning everywhere and tables
- being pushed dowri by the mgove-

—.inent-of pamic,” said Daphne Bu-

- randg, 15, who was at a bar niear
the beach to watch the fireworks.
“No one explained to us what
was happening, and I heard some
gunshots not very far away,” she
said. “I waited at the bar for more
information because I thought it

.was afalse alert. Buc then people .

_were still running:” :
The main strip through Nice
was littered with bodies, one af-
ter the other.
A witness named Nader told

BEM relevision he had seen the .

whole attack from start to fin-
ish, and had initially thought
the driver had “lost control.”

“I was in the street. He
stopped just in front of me after

he [crushed] a lot of people. I
saw a guy in the street, we were
trying to speak to the driver to
get him to stop,” Nader said in
broken English.

“He looked nervous. There
was .a girl under the car, he
smashed her The guy next to
me pulled her out,” he said.

Nader said he saw the driver
puE out & gun and start shoot-
ingat police. -

“They killed hith and his head
‘was out the window,” he said. ..

“Whatever the namure of what
happened in Nice, the threat of
terrorism -is particudarly high,”
Brandet said on the Tele televi-
sion station. He added rthat securi-
ty forces were on high alert in the
area and in cities around France.

Dozens of people were seri-
ously injured and many more
were psychologically shocked,
Brandet said. .

“The regioni ‘has activated a 50 _
calied White Plan,.put in place .

during the Nov. 13 Paris terrorist
attacks that killed 130 people, to
open ail emergency rooms to re-
céive vicdms, he added.

Was it IS?

IS, which asserted responsi-
bility for the attacks in Paris, did
not make any immediate claim
for the Nice assaut.

1t typicaily takes IS several
hours, and sometimes up to one
and even two days, to assert re-
sponsibility for attacks on West-
ern countries. It typeially does
so through its Amag channel on
the encrypted telephone app
Telegram, which serves as the
group’s news wire.

Kol

Bug, as in the hours immedi-
ately after the Paris, Brussels
and Orlando attacks, there was
a now familiar celebration .on
channels run by groups that
support I8, as well as on at least
one channel affiliated with the
group, also known .ag Isis and
Isil. They cheered the carnage.

“On & channel created on Thurs-
day,  calied “the United Cyber
Caliphate, Tun by a group that has
previously tried to camry out cy-
berattacks in IS's name, a message
included a single word-—France
—followed by a smiley face.

The channe] of an 1S mernber,
Aswarti Media, which has re-
peatedly been shut down and
claims 1,987 members, was post-
ing the phrase “Allahu akbar™

Yer another suspected pro-IS
channel showed an image of the
Eiffel Towex gomg up in flames.

‘Security measures -

“TheNice-attack took place
just as the Euro 2016 soccer
tournament had concluded.

France had hosted the tour-
nament, and the entire country
had been on high ajert.

There had been reports that
suspects linked to the attacks in
Patisand the:Brussels.assault in
March ‘had planned an attack
during the tournament.

With tens of thousands of peo-

" ple gathered at stadiums and in

designated “fan zones” duzing
the games, the police and private
security took extraordinary mea-
sures to oy o secure the sites.

It was difficult to know if the
measures were suceessful or if
infact there were no plans to at-
tack the soccer rournament.

One question people will be
asking is whether the securjty
forces, as well as civilians, let

‘their guard down once the tour-

nament was over thinking that
the danger had passed.




Several witnesses spoke on
iTele. A man who gave his name
as Michel, working at Voilier
Plage restaurant in front of
Promenade des Anglais, said that
around 10:30 p.m;, a large white
truck drove into a crowd that had
gathered near the beach,

A huge number of people
started runnihg, then there was
alot of gunfire,” he said.

Another witness who -owns a
restaurant nearby, whom iTele
did not identify, said that when
the truck plowed into the crowd,
it “crushed everyone in its path.”

French rtelevision showed

running from the'scene.

footage of a panicked’ crowd -

On Twitter, witnesses posted
“grim photographs of bodies ly-
ingin a pile on the asphalt..
- Reports from New York Times -
' News Service, AFP and Reiiters -

BODIES litter the iconic Promenade des Anglais in Nice, the popular Mediterranean resort town in' southern France, after a terror truck

attack on a crowd celebrating one of France’s biggest national holidays, Bastille Day, on Thursday. .

REUTERS
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By PIALEE-BRAGO

China is eyeing a “win-

‘win” outcome of possi-

ble post-arbitration talks
with the Philippines, with
both countries to discuss
“temporary arrangements”
pending final settlement of
their maritime dispute.

China’s ministry of for-
eign affairs announced Bei-
jing’s readiness to talk even

_as it called on the Association

of Southeast Asian Naticns

~(ASEAN) not to take sides on

the issue related to arbitration.
The Permanent Court of Ar-

bitration based in The Hague,
in a ruling last July 12, invali-

dated China’s massive claim
in the West Philippine Sea and
South China Sea and upheld

rights over areas seized or
claimed by the Chinese.

The Chinese foreign minis-
try also said Befjing’s position
of not accepting or recognizing
the ruling will not change.

State Councilor Yang Jiechi
said the South China Sea issue
i not an issue between China
and ASEAN since the regional
bloc has long made clear iis
neutrality on the issue.

His statement came amid
ASEAN's silence on the re-
jection of Chinese territorial
claims by the arbitral tribunal.
“Therefore, it should not take
sides on issues related to the
arbitration,” Yang said.

China and ASEAN mem-
ber-states, he said, have main-
tained candid and friendly
communication regarding the
South China Sea issue.

Yang said China is ready

Turn o Page 12
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to settle the disputes through
peaceful negotiation with
countries directly concerned
— on the basis of respecting
“historical facts,” which the
arbitral tribunal rejected in its
ruling. e

The tribunal’s ruling was
based on international law,
including the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea -Beijing is d'signatory to
UNCLOS.

“China is ready to discuss
with countries concerned
about temporary arrange-
ments pending final settle-
ment of the dispute, which
include joint development in
relevant waters in the South
China Sea for mutual benefits
and win-win outcomes, s0

“that ‘together we can main

hina eyes e

tain peace and stability in the
South China Sea,” Yang said.

“China’s position of not
accepting or recognizing the
award will not change,” he
pointed out.

The official blamed the

administration of former

president Benigno Aquino

1II for the “serious difficulty”
the Philippines-China bi-
lateral relations were going
through. He said the Aquino
administration had a hostile
policy toward China on the
sea dispute.

“We call on the new Philip-
pine government to bear in
mind the common interests
of our two countries and the
broader picture of bilateral ties
and properly handle relevant

igsties;” he said.

China, Yang said, will stay
committed to following the
peaceful path of negotiation
and consultation, and to de-
veloping friendly relations and
win-win cooperation with its
nieighbors.

Beijing refused to partici-

pate in the arbitral proceedings
and rejected the ruling, calling ~ .

the award by the Arbitral Tri-
bunal “illegal” and “invalid.”
Yang said “this position of
the central government has the
strong support and endorse-
ment from people of various
social sectors in China.”
“They have expressed their
unequivocal attitude of op-
posing the illegal arbitration
and safeguarding sovereign
rights and interests by con-
tributing articles and ar-
ticulating views through the
press, TV and SMS as well

““a§ onlirie platforins like We-

_.countries.and international Montenegro, INether,.anas,
“New Zealand, Poland, Porti-"

community.

“Most countries in the
world see this clearly,” he
claimed.

“Yang flaunted that over 70

and regional organizations
have made statements show-
ing their support for China’s
position.

On the other hand, the
Washington-based think tank
Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS) said 40
countries had voiced support
for the arbitral proceedings.

The Asia Maritime Trans-
parency Initiative (AMTI}
of the CSIS said countries
that considered the outcome
of arbitral proceeding bind-
ing were Albania, Austra-
lia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Botswana,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Den-

mark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Lo
embourg, Malta, Moldova,
Montenegro, Netherlands,

gal, Romania, Slovakia, Slo-
venia, Spain, Sweden, United
Kingdom, United States and
Vietnam.

Countries supporting Chi-
na’s position included Af-
ghanistan, Gambia, Kenya,
Lesotho, Niger, Sudan, Togo
and Vanuatu. :

Yang noted the South China
Sea has been part of China’s
domain since ancient times.

“No country should expect
us to trade our core interests
away or swallow the bitter
consequences of our sover-
eignty, security and develop-
ment interests being under-
mined,” he said.

Chat and Weibo,” Yang said,
referring to what he called
deciaration cf support for the
Chinese position.

He called the South China
Sea arbitration a political farce
all along, staged under the
cover of law and driven by a
hidden agenda.

“Certain countries outside
the region, he said, have at-
tempted to deny China’s sov-
ereign rights and interests in
the South China Sea through
the arbitration.

“But such attempts are fu-
tile, to say the least, and in so
doing, thev are only lifting a
stone te drop it on their own
feet,” he added.

He said the arbitration ran
counter to the spirit of inter-
national rule of law, as it put
regional peace and stability in
jeopardy, and undermined the
interests of the international
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killed in
Datu Unsay
encounter;
lass slain
In crossfire

The Armed Forees of the Philip-
pines (AFP) confirmed yesterday that
at least 11 members of the Bangsam-

‘oro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF):

were killed in fighting with government
troopers last Wednesday in Datu Unsay,
Maguindanao.

Coionel Cirilito Sobejana, Philippine
Army’s 601st Brigade commander, said
15-year-old Fatima Elian, a resident of
Barangay Meta, Datu Unsay, was also
kilied in the crossfire while 19 others

were wounded in the clashes.
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T Sobejatia said that'soldiers from

the 601st Infantry Brigade under the
6th Infantry Division, and 34th, 57th,
33rd and 40th Infantry Battalions, were
conducting security patrol and clear-
ing operations in Shariff Aguak and
Datu Unsay, Maguindanao, when they
chanced upon a group of BIFF fighters
in the area.

He said the fighting broke out in
Barangay Kuloy, Datu Unsay, and in-
volved as many as 80 BIFF members,
led by Commanders “Rocky” and “King
Him.”

“Their (BIFF gunmen’s) munber
varies because they constantly maneu-
ver, they are on the move. .. while fight-
ing rages, reinforcement coming from
Sukarno Sapal and other commanders
came to help,” said Sobejana.

He confirmed that two soldiers were

among those wounded in the encounter, ~

but they are already being treated in <
the hospital. “They are both in stable _

condition and recuperating in a hospi- *

tal,” he said.

q
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Army declares Antigue 'insurgency-free’
By: Philippine News Agency
July 15, 2016 1024 AM

InterAksvon.com
The online news portal of TVS

SAN JOSE De BUENAVISTA, Antique -- Antique in Panay is now insurgency-free, the Army told the Provincial
Peace and Order Council,

“So far, we have not monitored any movement of insurgents in the province of Antique, but there are at least
three barangays that we consider as threatened barangays. These are Barangays Aningalan and Cabungahan
in San Remigio town and Barangay Tordesillas in Sibalom town,” Major Udgie Villan, spokesman of the 802nd
Battalion of the Philippine Army, told the PPOC Thursday.

Villan said they have monitored rebel movements in the mountain barangays of lgbaras, Tubungan, Miag-ao
and Sap Joaguin in the first district of lioiio, and of Leon and Alimodian in the second district, along the
boundary with Antigue, but called these “not something to be really worried about.”

The 802 Batialion's area of operations covers Antique and the two lloilo districts.

To keep the province free of rebeis, Villan recommended outreach programs in hinterland barangays to
complement the continuous patrols conducted by the Army.

Governor Rhodora Cadiao ordered provincial health officer Ric Noel Naciongayo to conduct medical missions
every three months in rebel-threatened barangays in San Remigio and Sibaiom towns.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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PA conducts fellowship activity with telecom companies

From the Philippine News Agency {Jul 15); PA conducts fellowship activity with telecom companies

In line with its efforts to modernize its communications system, the Philippine Army (PA) conducied a
fellowship activity with prominent private and commercial telecommunication companies at
its Fort Bonifacic, Taguig City headquarters Friday.

Col. Benjamin Hao, PA spokesperson, said representatives of 31 telecom companies, which included PLDT,
Globe Telecom, Nightline, Inc, and Philippine institute of Cyber security Professionals, have attended the

event.

Other participating companies are Barhead Sclutions Inc., IOT Technology, HBCom, Synetcom, SMS Glaobal
Solutions, Macrologic, Intrade, Theon Sensors, Comclark Network and Technology Corp., Rollbase, EBD!
Philippines Inc., Prism Biue Limited, Orange and Bronze Software Lab Inc., Fire Eye Philippines, MSI-ECS
Philippines Inc., Fortinet, Trend Micro Inc., Nimble Storage, HP Networking, APC Complete Solutions, Global
Knowledge, Cisco Philippines, Microsoft, First Data Corp., Giobai Sign, Neo Tech Asia Distributor, and Eset.

Armed Forces Communication, Electronics and Information System head Brig. Gen. Diosdado G. Respecio
served as guest-of-honor and speaker.

Hao said the PA's Command and Control Communication and Cyber System (C4S)initiated the activity in line
with its efforts to initiate sense of shared responsibility with stakeholders in implementing various development

initiatives.
Parinership and collaboration with the telecommunication companies wilt contribute to the Army's olanning and
development initiatives in terms of communication and cyber security system.

“It also provides us (Army Signal Corps) the necessary knowledge and skills to facilitate the instaliation,
operation and maintenance of Information and Communications Technology equipment and faciiities,” Hao

said.

hetn:fvwew . pia.gov.ph/index. php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&nd=804262

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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RIEEVS SRSAEE. SIS,
The Armed Forces of the always ensure that the Presi-  Region will help ensure order  protesters, said Chief Super-
* Philippines (AFP) hasnot  dent is safe. The military is _ in the entire metropolis. intendent Oscar Albayalde,
" monitored any terror threats ~ ~always ready to defend from’  Meanwhile, at least 13,000  director of the National
for President Duterte’s up- . all threats he is facing while - police officers will be de- Capital Region Police Office
coming Stateof the Nation: ~ in the performance orin the .. ployed to secure the Batasan (NCRPO).
Address (SONA) onJuly 25,7 course of his duties,” said . - Pambansa complex, where He is scheduled to meet
an'official said yesterday. ‘Col: Edgard Arevalo, AFP~ -+ the SONA will be held: with leaders of militant
. “Go far, from where Isit, - public affairs office chief. ..~ Police officers were or- groups next week to set
we don't monitor any threat” He said the AFF Joint dered to exercise maximum  guidelines for the conduct of
but just the same we must Task Force-National Capital  tolerance in dealing with peaceiul rallies.

To prepare for the protests,
the NCRPO set a two-day
civil disturbance manage-
ment competition among the
five police districts and the
Regional Public Safety Bat-
talion at the Quirino Grand-
stand in Rizal Park starting
today. — Jaime Laude, Non
Alguitran R

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: cacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Locak: 5285, 5295
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AFP HONORS FILIPINO PEACEKEEPERS TO HAITI

TOP officials of the Atinéd Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) honored
on Friday the 19th Philippine Con-

tingent to Haiti (PCH) after ayear -
of deployment as peacekeepezs in

rhe Caribbean country. .

" The 135-stong connngent Ie& :

by Col. Vincent Incognitc was

conferred the United Nations Sez-

vice Medals during a ceremony at
the GHQ Canopy Area at Camp
Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

Gen. Ricardo Visaya, AFP chief
of staff, 1x. Cen. Edgar Fallorina,
Alr Force commander, Mzj. Gen.
Caslitc Galvez, AFP deputy chief

_of staff for operations and Col,

“Eugenio Hemandez; AFP peace- -

--keeping operations center.com-

nander led top military officials
" in'welcoming the peacekeepers.

one of the most politically un-

-stable environments in the world,
‘critical responsibilities were be-

stowed upon you. And alongside

~those duties are the challenges of

" "As peacekeepers deployed to

Composed of 135 personnel’,

(11 officers and 124 enlisted per-
sonnel), the contingent provided

"administrative and security op-

working in a foreign land, thou- -

sand tmilés away from home and
your loved ones,” Visaya told them
during the welcome and medal
parade ceremony.

The 19th PCH was organized
and selected based on the man-
ning requirements specified

in the agreement between the

Philippine government and the

United Nations,

erations through clerical services,
transport services, VIP security and
perimeter defense.

The all-Air Force contingent
arrived in the country last July
11 and immediately underwent
a medical check-up at the AFP
Medical Center.

It was replaced by the all-
Army 20th PCH, which left the
country on july 8.

“As your eyes have been opened
with the problems occurring out-

‘side the territory we are primarily

tasked to protect, ] am certain that

you have gained the motivation to
serve more because you now have
more to offer to our country and to
the Filipino people,” Visaya said,
The AFP deploved its first con-
tingents to the United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti
{mMinustah) in 2004 after its es-
tablishment through the Security
Council Resolution 1542,
Minustah was established to
maintain a secure and stable en-
vironment, assist in strengthening
Haiti's government institutions
and promote and protect human
rights after the series of armed
conflicts that shook the country
under the Aristide:administraticn,
FERNAN MARASIGAN
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- Resupply operations for the
small military outpost on the
grounded BRP Sierra Madre at
Ayungin Shoal will resume fol-
lowing an international court’s
ruling declaring the shoal
and nearby waters part of the
country’s exclusive economic
zone (EEZ). +n :

~ “There was a scheduled re-
supply sometime last week but
we postponed it because of the
impending ruling because it
might be misconstrued by the
other party that we are provok-
ing. But definitely we are going
there to resupply them (the
troops) by any means,” Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana

“'said; referring to the Permianent”

Court of Arbitration’s ruling in
~ favor of the Philippines” posi-

tion on the West Philippine Sea

and Seuth China Sea issue.

He said re-provisioning and
rotation of troops would also
be carried out in the Kalayaan
Island Group in the disputed
Spratlys archipelago.,

" Buf Loterizana stressed the -

resupply operation is routine
and not meant to stir tensionin
the West Philippine Sea.

July 2016

“for addressing terrorisin in the

LT TN

He added no unusual activi-
ties have been monitored in the
area since the announcement
of the PCA decision. S

Western commander Vice Ad-
miral Ronald Joseph Mercad6, for
his part, said the posiponement
of the resupply mission did not
affect troops in Ayungin as they
had enough supply.

- “All our troops in all our
island detachments have suffi-
clent provisions. We don't have
any problems with that. We
will resupply when provisions
are depleted. Of course, we will
not put our troops in a situation
where they will agonize over
provisions,” Mercado said.

©Gpratlys claimant states;
“except Brunei, have troops de--
ploved in the dispited archi~~

pelago which Beijing entirely
claims as its own, citing what
it called historical facts.
Lorenzana is set to meet
with his Indonesian and Ma-
laysian counterparts next week
to hammer out an arrangement

high seas. : .
“Sometime next week, I'llbe
traveling to Malaysia. We will

! OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gm

IND to resupply Marméé on Ayungin Shoal

By JAIME LAUDE

again discuss the worsening

" problem out there,” Lorenzana
-said, referring to the rampant

Abi Sayyaf kidnapping of
Indonesian -and Malaysian
nationals in the waters of Sulu.

Readying next move

Meanwhile, Press Secretary
Ernesto Abella said the Duterte
administration is still threshing

‘out a post-arbitration strategy.

“We are really thinking
through the right response, but
the initial statement should be
sometime after DFA Secretary
{Perfecto) Yasay cormnes back from
Mongolia,” Abella said in a brief-
ing vesterday. Yasay is attending

‘the Asia-Etirope Sturnmit Meeting «

Forum in Mongolia. -

On the supposed appoint-
ment of former president Fidel
Ramos as special envoy to China
to conduzct negotiations, Abella
noted Ramos has not formally
accepted Duterte’s proposal.

“Former president FVR did
not decline but he did make a

be too old,” Abella added.

Asked why Ramos was cho-
sen for the post, Abella noted

that Ramos was “cbviously a
wise spokesman.”

During his term as presi-
dent, Ramos established good
relations with China, which he
pursued beyond his presidency.

~ Ramos has been active in
pushing for cooperation with
China, especially when he
became chairman of the Board
of Directors of Beao Forum for
Asia {BFA}ir:. 2009.

Ramos initially proposed
the Boao Forum in 1998 along
with Bob Hawke, foriner prime
minister of Australia, and
Morihiro Hosokawa, former
prime minister of Japan.

- The BEAwas formally inau-

“gurated on Feb. 27 2001, with

“comment, saying that he may -

Boao, Hainan province, China
serving as the permanent site
of its headquarters. Since 2002,
BFA has been holding its an-
nual conference at Boao.

The annual conference is a
version of The World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

~-Ramosis-a-frequent visitor, ..

“often playing golf, in Hainan

— China’s southernmost prov-
ince, whose gecpolitical im-

ail.com - Tel no. {027 843-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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portance has risen along with
tensions in the region. *

As this developed, Abella
said yesterday morning thatlo-
cal fishermen shouid proceed
with caution as they g0 back
to the rich fishing grounds in

the disputed areas, including

Masinloc Bay.
“Regarding the fishermen,
we are saying that the fisher-
men are not prevented, How-
ever, they are cautioned to pro-
ceed with care,” Abella added.

EEZ

Duterte noted that the Phii-
ippines should assert its rights
Over areas within its EEY.

“Now there are a lot of com-
plications there. Because now
that the ‘Tibunal has tuled, the

arbitral decision states that... .

And if China would insist on
a space domain, that vou have
to identify yourself before you
can cross that vast sea there,
Americawill notlike it ” he said.

Duterte also noted the need
to weigh the economic and
political impacts of the deci-

- sion on the Philippines before

taking a strong stance.

“Although they insist it's Phil-
ippine air space and; of course,
the maritime security, it's fust too
narrow there. I that closes, every-
thing goes up, because even the
insurance of the cargoes and the
boats, and the ships there, will go
up,” the President said.

S0 you do create another
problem for our economy and
somebody else’s finances? So
careful tayo diyan, We have to
navigate with courtesy,” he
said.

Work on Recto Banl

With the PCA making clear
Recto (Reed) Bank is within the
country’s EEZ, former solicitor
general Florin Hilbay said oi]

-exploration work in the area
nay now proceed.

“The characterization of the

Reed Bank is that it is a fully
submerged area within the
exclusive economic zone of
the Philippines and so, from
the legal stand point, we have
exclusive economic rights over
Reed Bank,” he said i an inter-

- View yesterday. = With Jafvic

Mateo, Paolo Romero, Edy
Punay, Christina Mendez

s
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‘China’s coast guard has pre--

vented Filipino boats from fishing
around the hotly contested Pana-

tag or Scarborough Shoal, Philip-
pine officials said yesterday, after

Beijing kept.a promise to ignore a
court ruling voiding its vast South
China Sea claims.

A-dispute over the shoal, 124
natitical miles northwest’ of the
Philippines mainland, was one of

Manila’s main reasons for bring-

ing international legal action
against China in 2013,
Military officials and fishermen

in northwest province of Panga-
sinan said Chinese coastguard
vessels remained in place at Scar-

‘borough and were still prevent-
ing fishermen from entering the
shoal’s lagoon.

~Many boats had stayed away
until’ the situation was clearer, of-
ficials said.’

“The ﬁshermen tere have a
wait-and-see attitude and are feel-
ing their pulse whether it is safe to
go to Scarborough,” Luis Mada-
rang, an official responsible for
fishing in Infanta town, said by
phone.

. “We are not stopping them but
cautioned them to stay away from
any trouble in the area. It will not
help the situation if they will chal-
lenge the Chinese who are still

there.” -

A local television crew joined
a fishing boat to try to reach the
Panatag Shodl in what a news an-
chor said was fishermen testing

. China’s compliance of the ruling

“on Thursday.

Footage from ABS-CBN News
showed a handful of black-clad
Chinese coastguard on a dinghy
approaching the Filipino boat and
using a megaphone to teil them to
leave.

The Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration ruled on Tuesday that be-
cause it has rocks above high tide,
Panatag was entitled to 12 miles of
territorial sea. — Reuters
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AMBOANGA CITY - Fifty-five
members of the Abu Sayyaf
- Group (AS() and seven Indo-
nesian sailors they abducted
in the Sulu Sea last June 24 have been
spotted in a remote sitio in Luuk, Sulu
where the bandit group is believed to
be getiing aid from some local politi-
cians.

This was disclosed by a military
source, who said that the ASG, led by
Alhabsi Misaya and with the seven hos-

tages, were seen holdmg campin Liuk

town around 5 p.m. Thursday.

The source, who asked anonymity
because he was not authorized to talk
to media, added that the Misaya’s group

was being supported by local residents,..

as well as some politicians who have
been providing them with logistical and
intelligence requirements.

_According to the source, the group

“and their captives were now encatiped

at Sitio Bulagsih in Luuk town.
. The military is currently on high-
ievel campaign against the ASG in the

provinee that puts more pressure on the
bandit group to free the hostages.

This developed as three personnel
of the Field Artillery Battalion attached

" tothe Marine Battalion Landing Team-

10 (MBLT10) were shot to death, Thurs-
day morning by suspected members of
the ASG in Indanan, Sulu.

Mazj Filemon Tan Jr, spokesman of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines-
Western Mindanao Command (AFP-
WesMinCom) said the three soldiers
were procuring provisions in Barangay

Manilop, Indanan when they were way—
- laid and ghiot by the suspects. -

Tan said embers of the MBLT-10
rushed to the area but failed to eateh
the suspeets who immediately fled afier
the incident.

According to Tan, the bodies of the
victims were immediately transported
by soldiers te Kuta Heneral Teodulfo
Bautista in Jolo, Sulu. Their names

were not released pendmg notlﬁcatmn
‘of their next of kin. - =

Meanwhile, in Basﬂan provmce
shout 40 rogue members of the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and

lawless elements frofm the municipali-
ties of Qlutanga, Talusan and Mabuhay,
all in Sibugay province, have reportedly
traveled to Al-Barka, Basilan using a
commercial vessel to reinforee the
groups of relatives belonging to the

. ASG led Isnilon Hapilon and Foruji

Indama.

The group Hapiion and Indama
has sporadically engaged in armed
confrontation with government forces
in the municipalities of Tipo-Tipo, Al-
Barka and Unkaya Pukan, ali in Basilan
prOWnce since July 3.

‘Toreinforee the ASG leaders’ forces,
a group under Mansul Urang and Ogis
Jakaria was reporiedly able toleave
this city and was headed to Lamitan
City in Basilan onboard different ferries
from July 11 to 13.

Some were able o get to Basilan
onhoard a fishing boat, bringing with
them ammunition, medical kits, and
other logistical supplies.

—Taw-gatd the-all-ouf Focus Military
Operations in the two province will
continue until they can neutralize the
ASG in the two provinces.




Defense chiefs to

By Florante S. Soimerin

DEFENSE Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
will be meeting with the defense minis-
ters of Malaysia and Indonesia next week
to discuss mutual concerns, particularly
the Abu Sayyaf problem in Mindanao.
“Sometime next week I'll be travelling

to Malaysia to meet with my counterparts,
the Minister of Defense of Indonesia and
the Minister of Defense of Malaysia. We
will again talk about {the Abu Sayvaf] be-
cause we should address that worsening
problem,” Lorenzana said.
- Lorenzana said the meeting is set next
week in Malaysia where they will fine-tune
plans and agree on coordination processes
and joint border patrol operations.

He said the meeting will be focusing on
what framework to follow, concrete steps
to make, and most importantly, to imple-

ment such plans, which in principle has .
been agreed upon in meetings with the
previous administration,

discuss Abu

Lorenzana said it is alrea&y the 1975 Phil-
ippine-Indonesian Border Patrol Agree-
ment which would be the basis for the joint
border patrol talk between the two coun-
tries, and the recent one with Malaysia. .

Because of the upsurge of incidents of kid-

 nappings by the ferrorist Abu Sayyaf, themili-

tary has poured in more ttoops in Basilan and

$Sulu to nevtratize the terforist group. - -

Recently, the world was stunned when
the Abu Sayyaf beheaded two Canadian
captives—]John Ridsdel and Robert Hall
—after their families failed to delfver the
P300-million ransom the bandits had
been demanding.

Hall's Filipina flancé, Marites Floz, was
released unharmed though amid allega-
tions of ransom payment but the Abu
Sayyaf has still in their hands Kjartan
Sekkingstad, 2 Norwegian.

_._The four were abduncted by armed men.
. in Septemnber 2015 at  resort in the Island
Garden City of Samal and brought them

to Sulu
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Abu Sayyaf sa Suly, sa layuning  sa Marine Battalion Landing Team
o mapalaya o mailigtas ang mga bihag  (MBLT}10 ang  pinagbabaril at
'. '! I[B - CIT" ;o 5 ng g:rupo.-'.»_- A s | Hﬂpatay Iﬁtﬂng 'H[IWebES I'lg umaga
B ffm&do(g);;NG?embro ng If;ﬁ o Kasabay nito, tgtlong-’ga!}han Tig: Dgmga hinthinalang tauhan ng ASG
" Sayyaf Group (ASG), kasaroa ang FleldArullery Battahon,namuu@ay sa Indanan, Suly, .
pitong Indonesian na bihag nito ang |
nagkakampo ngayon sa isang Liblib l
na sitio sa Luuk, Suly, at sinasabing
inaayudahan ng Hlang pulitiko sa ’
nabanggit na bayan, i
. Sinabi kahapon ng isang military !
source na tumangging pangalanan na l
dumating sa Luuk A0g grupo ng Abu |
Sayyaf leader na si Alhabsi Misaya, at ’
55 nitong armadong tauhan, dakong i

Ni NONOY E. LACSON

500 ng hapon nitong Huwebes,

-Ayon pa sa source, inaayudahan |
ang gropo ngmga residente at ngilang
pulitiko na nagkakaloob sa kantla ng
logistical at Infelligence requirements, |

< Sinabi.. ng -source:na -nakatuloy - l
Tgayon ang gripo ni Misaya sa Sitio |
Bulagsih sa Tuuk, kasama ang pitong [
Indonesian na bihag ng mga jio,

Matatandaang pinaigting  ng 1}
militar ang kampanya nito laban sa |
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._maisakatuparan ngayon‘ _
ang pangakoni Pangulong +/
:Rodrige Duterté:na do-
+doblehin niya ang sahod

.ng mga pulis at sundal

* Philippines (AFP). '

Naniniwala kasi siya na
kung tataasan ang sweldo
ng mga pulis af sundalo,

‘hindi na kakapit ang mga.

ito . .sa’ ‘patalim
isasangkot ang kanilang

sarili sa mga iligal na akti-

bidad.
Minsan pa ngang nag-

_..alok-ang pangulo.ng PS5
. milyong pabuya s4. puhs

e,

H

%

158,53 mga tunatak na
'.pangakomPangzﬂongDu— e
terte'sakaniyang Kampan-
¥a noon ay ang pagpa- -
pataas ng basicigalary ng -,
mga tauhan ng Philippine
= National Police (PNP) at!
i - Armed -Forces.of th
- Benjarnin Diokno, walang T
‘nailaan na pondo para sa .
ganitong alokasyon sa-”
P3.35 trillion na budget

na iy 54 Hig
big-time drug lords:

Dmk:uc Ta pansamantala
‘munang maisasantabi ang
‘pangakong ito ng panguio
dahil fnay.iba pang - mga
problemang pinansyal sa

el PNP at AFP ang’ kasla--_
e ngangmalmangharapmng
pamahalaan,

Tlmyak naman” ni
Diokno nia " pinag-aaraian
"nila ito, at ipinaalala na
-makakatangpap naman ng
dagdag sweldo ang mga ito
sa susunod na taon alin-

" sunod sa Salary Standar-
dization Law na isinaba-

th

- Gayunmian, . sindbi ni-

tas.ni.dating . Pangulonb .

“Noynoy Aqumo

sa Abu Sayyaf sa Sulu

PATAY ang fatlong Marines matapos pagbabarilin ng mga hini-
hinalang miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf group sa Indanan, Sulu.
Ayon kay Western Mindanao Command spokesperson Maj.
Filemon Tan Jr., kumukuha lamang ng mga supplies ang mga
“sundalo ng Field Artillery Battalion ng Marine Battalion Lariding
‘Team 10 (MBLT10) sa Brgy. Manilop, Indanan nang bigla silang
pagbabarilin ng mgs suspek. -
. Bigo namang mahabol ng mga mmesponden g sundalo ang mga
suspek na agad na nag-pulasan at tumakas.
" Dinala na sa Camp Gen. Teodulfo Bautista sa bayan nig Jelo
ang mga labi ng mga sundalong hindi pa muna pinangalanan.

LAy
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. Isang batalyon ng
P&P-Sgecial Action
Force (PNP-SAF) ang
idedeploy ng Philippina
Nationat Police (PNP}
sa:New Bilibid Prisons
&NBP) sa Muntinlupa

ity upang mahigpit na
bantayan ang pasilidad
atinisin ito sa talamak
naillegal drug trade,
Ayoni kay PNP Chief

_PfOirector eneral Ro-
nald “Batc” dela Rosa,
‘ang pagdedeploy ng SAF
-commantos sa NBP ay
bitang pagtalima sa ka-

hitingan n
of Justice (DOJ) sa PNP
upang matuldukan ang

‘problama ng droga sa

nasabing pittan na ki-
nasasangkutan ng mga
nekapiit ditong drug lord.

JLIEGAL DRUG TRAD

Department:

Sinabi ni dela Rosa
na-100 muia SAF troo-
pers.mula sa planon
1sang batalyon (500 SA|

‘persennel) ang kanilang

Inisyal na idedeploy sa
nasabing piitan at saka
na o dadagdagan..

- ™Yun na lang munang
initial na 100 SAF person-

hels ang idedeploy na-.

tin, one battalion { 500 )

-ang ating ipadadala dun
to secure the facility”,

ani dela Rosa na nagla-

fayon umanong malinis
-sa iflegal:na transakyon
ng droga ang pitan.

~ Mlito yung pinaka
pressing problem na
kinzkaharap natin sabi
nga nasa national emer-
gency na tayo pagdating
sa drugs so kailangan
ng special units na mag-
address dite”, pahayag
ng PNP Chief .

Inihayag pa ni dela
Rosa na makikipagtu-
lungan rin ang PNP sg

campaign

Philippine Marines na
magdedepioy rin ng
mga tavhan sanasabing
piitan bilang suporta sa
pinalakas na anti-drug
ng adminis--
trasyon-ni Pangulong:
Rodrigo Duterte.
Nabatid na epekiibo
Agosto 1 ng taong ito
ay uupo na sa puwesto
I incoming Bureau of
Corrections {BUCOR)
Chief Marine Major
Gen, Alexander Balutan.
Alinsunod sa planc
ay babantayan ng mag-
kajuwang na puwersa

at SAF commandos
-ang nasabing prison
facility na pinagkokulu-
ngan sa mga notoryus
na big time drug lord.

Samantalang -hindi-

‘naman permanente ang
depioyment ng SAF

troopers sa NBP af aa-

lisin rin ang mga ito sa
pagbabantay dito sa
sandaling matuldukan
na ang iltegal drug trade
difo.

Magugunita na na-
alarma ang adminis-
trasyon sa talamak na
operasyon ng droga sa

-Ng-Philippine Marines

NBP kung saan_mga.

high profile na drug lord
ang nasa likod ng tiegal
na fransakyon sa kabila
ng nakapiit ang mga ito
sa kulungan.
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Welcome back. Armed Forces Chief Ricardo Vis

Camp Aguinaldeo in Quezon City. MANNY PALMEROQ

aya welco_mg_asl_s's_merhb_é_rs of the United Nations’ peacekeeping force from Haiti in




Army Vision: By 2028 s world-class Army that ie & source of nationa’ pride

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF ccPUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5295

i

]
£y
=
&

§ Juy 2016 i The Wantla Times

§ §§§ ; N &gﬁ ﬁ’gv. E S ﬁ E ﬁ A member of the 19th Phnilppme peacekeepmg contmgent to Haiti is congratulated by

Armed Forces chief Gen. Ricardo Bisaya during conferment of UN Service Medals on Friday at Camp Aguinalde in Quezon City. The contingent was led by
Col. Vincent Incogmto. PHOTO BY MIKE DE JUAN
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EARTHQUAKE
‘RESCUE

‘DEMO —In
ohservance

of National
Disaster
Consciousness
Month,
members of
the Philippine
Mikitary
Academy
Rescue Group
retrieve &
mock injured
vietim trapped
inside a
‘collapsed
buiiding'
during a recent
rescue drill
employing
new human-
sniffing police
dogs in Baguio
City. Today

is the 26th
anniversary
of the kilter -
guake that

‘hit the city

on July 16,
1990. {(Zaldy C.
Comanda)
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Meantime, Pefron tmes ‘m rebound

from a 2529, 25-98, 95-11 defeat to RC

Cola-Army when it coliides with Amy’s -

a teAm ‘aching to barge it the win-col-

wmn aftér dropping its first four games.
Their game isset at 4 pm.

Also hoping fo nail its first win is

lee Amys 'Cignai had also lost
xts first four matches. . - -

RC Cola- Army Coach Kemigfu Reyes
said their easy win the last time was
nothing to crow about, saying Petron
was not in full force that time. - .

“All teams are strong and talenited.
But good thing, we are slowly reach-
ing our peak,” said Reyes... .. .

. 1¥'g0
the solo lead when it ciashes with Fo--
_---ton today in the Phjhppme' Superhga:
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Chrising Agno palabi sa spike

Dating open spiker sj Christine Agno pero nakilala
siyang matikas n4 libero sa Kanyang collegiate careér.

Walang interest sz volleyball ang 5-foot-3 na si .

iang siyaay sinubukan niyang maglaro niite. -

“Walang experience nag-try lang talags akong mag
volleyball, walang background sa family, hanggang
unti-unti rag training, tapos nag eenjoy na ako, kasi
iba *yung sayang nararamdaman ko,” wika i 22-year
old “Tin’ (paldyaw niya). S

Naglaro si Agng sa De La Salle Lipa bilang open
spiker, naging libero nang maglaro sa Far Eastern
University at minsang tinanghal na Best Digger sa
TJAAP Season 74.

“Naglaro ako sa Palarong Pambansa tapos na scout
ako ng FEU kaya nakapaglaro ako sa Lady Tama-
raws,” pahayag mi Agno.

Minsan rin nahilig si Tin, pangalawa sa apat na
magkakapatid, sa football pero nanatili ang kanyang

Agnphanggang isang araw noong siyam na faong st

puso.sa volleyball at nagtuloy-tuloy ang kanyang pag- _

asensosadaros: st T e
... Bangayon, isang Soldier-Athlete ang batang Lipa

City Batangas at kasalukuyang naglalaro sa RC-Co-

la Army Troopers bilang libero sa Philippine Super-

Tiga (PSL).

“Dream position ko talaga ang open spiker, pero
dahil maliit ako kaya naging libero,” ani Agno na ang
paboritong artista ay si John Lloyd Cruz.

- Matapang at-walang takot sumalag fig bola sa mga
palo ng kalaban kaya neman tamalang sa kanyaang -
pagiging Soldier-Athiete,

Pero ang hindj alam ng kanyang mga fans, si Tin
ay iyakin kapag nanonood ng mga paborito niyang
Romantic movies. '

Kasama si Agno ng magkampeon ang Army Troop-
ers sa PSL Iavitation, 2016. (Elech Dawa)
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AFP honors newly-returned 19th PHL Contingent to Haiti

From the Philippine News Agency {(Jul 15): AFP honors newly-returned 19th PHL Contingent to Haiti

For its year-long sterfing peacekeeping service for the United Nations, the Armed Forces of the Philippines
{AFP) honored the newly-returned 18th Philippine Contingent to Haiti (PCH) on Friday.

The 135-strong unit, which was commanded by Col. Vincent B. Incognitc, was given their United Nations
Service Medals at the GHQ Cancopy Area, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

The PCH officers and enlisted personnel were formally welcomed by AFP chief Gen. Ricarde R. Visaya, Air
Force commander Lt Gen. Edgar R. Fallorina, Armed Forces deputy chief-of-staff for operations Major Gen.
Carlite G. Galvez and AFP PeacekeepingOperations Center chief Col. Eugenio V. Hernandez.

“As peacekeepers deploved to one of the most politically unstable environments in the world, critical
responsibilities were bestowed upon you. And alongside those duties are the challenges of working in a fereign
fand, thousand miles away from home and your loved ones,” Visaya said.

The AFP deployed its first contingents to the United Natlons Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in 2004
foliowing its establishment through the Security Councli Resolution No. 1542.

MINUSTAH was established to maintain a secure and stable environment, assist in strengthening —aiti's
governiment institutions, and promote and protect human rights after'the series of armed conflicts that shook
the country under the Aristide administration.

The 18th PCH was organized and selected based on the manning requirementis specified in the agreement
between the Government of the Philippines and the United Nations,

Composed of 135 members - 11 officers and 124 enlisted personnel -- the contingent provided administrative
and security operations through clerical services, transport services, VIP security, and perimeter defense.

The all Air Force contingent arrived in.the counfry fast July 11.and immediaiely underwent a medical checkup
at the AFP Medical Center.

They were replaced Dy the alkArmy 20th PCH which left the country last July 8.

*As your eyes have been opened with the problems occurring outside the territory we are primarily tasked to
protect, | am certain that you have gained the motivation fo serve more hecause you now have moere to offer to

our couniry and to the Fifipino peopie,” the AFP chief added.

hitp/leawaw . pns. gov.elvindex. oho?idn=1&sid=&nid=" &rd=804364
; =] 14 +

Armmy Core Purpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.

T
5




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

AFP wants to improve service through social media

From the Philippine Daily Inquirer {Jul 15): AFP wants to improve service through social media

There's no stopping the rise of social media in the Philippines and soldiers are also all over Facebook.

But this powerful tool has its advaniages and disadvaniages, and this is why the Armed Forces of the
Philippines is holding its 3rd Social Media Summit on Friday at Camp Aguinaldo to discuss prevailing social
media issues and tools to enhance its engagement with the public.

Civil Reiations Service.

ikl

tip of the

He said social media has been useful to them, especially in disseminating information during disasters and
calamities.

“ft also helps out to clarify misinformation being spread around,” he added.

In 2014, the Philippine Army came out with its own social media handbook, which sets the ground ruies for the
troops in using social media, whether with their office or unit account or their own private accounts

But this has been exclusive to the Army and Aquino said they are also formulating an AFP-wide social media
handbook.

“There have been efforis 1o come out with a protocel,” he said without giving more details.

This year’s theme, "Change. Move. Achieve: Moving Forward Through Social Media,”Aquino said that they will
focus on matters that will enhance their efforts in publi; service,

INQUIRER .net editor in chief John Nery will discuss "Going Viral: Lessons for Creating Stories with Impact.”

Fbe tackled by Captain Chistopher Hayes of the Miltary

Other speakers are Jose Gabriel Lavina, social media director for the campaign of President Rodrige Duterte,

wili discuss “Thunderbolt: Winning the Social Media Wars of the 2016 Presidential Eiection;” Ramen isberto of .. st

PLDT-Smart Communications public affairs will discuss social media and public relations; Noet Jeffrey
Gonzales, BPI brand manager will talk about the importance of big data and social media benchmarks and
Carlo Ople of the Internet and Mobile Marketing Association of the Philippines will discuss bridging generation

gaps through social media.

hitp:/ftechnology.inquirer. nel/48464/afp-wants-lo-improve-service-through-social-media
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Marines general tapped to head BuCor to take over post
hy Aug. 1
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Bhilippine Marines General Alexander Balttan. (Photo from Wr Balutan's Facelook page.)

MANILA — The Philippine Marines general appointed as the new Bureau of Corrections director will retire
early from the military on July 30 and will bring several Marines to help guard the New Bilibid Prisons in
Muntinlupa City, according to the Armed Forces of the Philippines.Col. Edgard. Arevalo, AFP public affairs
chief, has announced that Marine Major Gen. Alexander Balutan will be given retirement honors by the
~Philippine Navy on July 30 before he assumes his post-as BuCor director on Aug. 1 .

“He {Balutan) said that this is a job that nobody wants to take, it's only a Marine who’s willing to take this job.
that’'s why he took it,” Arevalo said in a press briefing.

Arevalo has alsc confirmed that Balutan will bring along Marine soldiers to the New Bilibid Prison to work in
tandem with the Phifippine National Police-Special Action Force personnel to guard the state penitantiary and

its high-profile inmates.

. within the cells oo luxurious for prisoners, had smuggled contraband or prohtbzted items such as drugs
intelligence reports have revealed that robbery and drug trafficking convicts have been able to continue with
their illicit trade from prison.

The Marines to be deployed in New Bilibid have been undergoing special training, Arevalo said.

He added the SAF and Marine froops would take monthly rotating assignments, he said.

Balutan is a member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1983. He is a veteran of the Mindanao conflict

and earned the nickname “Mandirigma” (warrior).
The general gained prominence in 2005 when he testified before the Senate on the alleged election cheating in

Mindanao, defying an order from President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo for all executive branch officials to seek

clearance and permission first from Malacafang before testifying in legisiative inquiries.
Balutan was court-martialed but his case was later dismissed due fo prescription. SFM/rga
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