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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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ByMarlon Ramos - - .-
PRESIDENT_ st Duterte'
yesterday said his ad-
ministration would not
‘honor the historic Paris
Agreement on climate
change ‘that. the Philip-
pines . adopted: along,
‘with ‘about 200 coun-
mes 111 December 2015

" The tough aikmg Pre51dent
sazd the international treaty,
SIgned by countries that partici-
pated in the 21st Conference of
Parties in France, would only
limit - the country’s mdusmal
~growth. ..

Speakmg at sendoff cere-
monies in Malacafiang for Fil-
Ipino athietes bound for the -
‘2016 Olympics in Rzo de
Janeiro, Brazil, the PreSJdent
said a foreign ambassador re-
cently reminded him of the

RODY/ A6

. :‘{-
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. He: smdhewasangrymt t_h :
ambassador and’

e diplom:.

wh om he dld not Idennfv asked

}nm zf*'.the Phlhppmes“

: [Yozxr country]
ched _the‘apex {of mdu

‘Presiderit recalied as- tellmg the
ambassador.® ;o

; “We have not reached the age
of mdusmalzzatzon We're now

 In- Aprl, four months-after
the hard-won deal was clinched
in Paris, the -Philippines along
with more than 170 countries
signed the climate pact.
After signing, countries must

*“formally approve the " Patis
 Agreemnent through their do-
, mestic procedures,

The agreement will enter into
force once 55 countries repre-
senting at least 55 percent of
global emissions have forrna]ly

‘ Jomed it.:

Under the agreemem, coun-.

tries set their own targets for re-
ducing emissions of carbon
dicxide and other greenhouse
gases. The targets are not legal-
Iy binding, but countries must
update themn every five years.
The Philippines kas pledged
to reduce carbon emissions by

gomg into if, Butyou are trymg
. to stymie [our. growth] with an
. agreement that says you can ofi-

ly go up 1o here,” he added.

that "
S_l gnature not his -

-hu'h_ that the’ Phﬂzppfn “jf _W

chmate c:hange‘ agreement was

forged ]ﬁS W T
d

“Now that we re deveIopmg,

©Uyou will impose ‘4 limit?” he

said. “That’s absurd.”
“That's how very comnpetitive

70 percent in 2030 through
greater use of cleaner and re-
newable. energy, improved
mass {ransport services, more

efficient-waste -management, .
“reforestation and forest pro-
“tection; and cofiring biomass,

said former Environment Sec-
retary Ramon Paje, who repre-
sented then President Aquino
during a signing ceremony in
New York.

Ei Nmo, Yolanda .

weather phenomenon as well as
hiiman-caused global warming
pushed the global average sur-
face temperature to 0.76 C
above the average observed in
1961-1990.

in the Philippines, the De-
partment of Agriculture put

“That’s stupu:l I wﬂl no honor

“When the: ambassado: .told

and consmcted our, hves NOW,
It's. ‘being “controlled { by the
world, it’s being imposed upon
us by, the industrialized coun-
tries. They think that they can
dictate the destiny of the rest of
the Tworld],” he added.

c In December last year, repre-
sentatwes of 195 nations that
gathered in Paris for the United

r . Nations, Climate Change Con-

ference agreed to keep the in-
crease in global temperatnure at.
below 2 degrees elsius—cons
sxdered the threshold that sepa-
r’ates huma_n fr

8¢
fects of, global warmmg
. The: " Paris:. Agreement _

pegged globa} efforts toward

limiting the incteasé in tems -
perature 1o 1.5 C above prein-
dustrial levels.

the loss in food crops attribut-
ed to F] Nifie ‘at P3.4 billion in
2015—excluding farm dam-
age caused by strongtyphoons
that - &lso -reached - billions of
pesos. -
In November 2013, Superty
phoon “Yolanda” (international
name:; Haiyan}, the strongest
typhoon in recorded histery to
make landfall, struck central
Philippines.

fts  300-kilometer-per-hour
winds and. the storm .surges

I 2015, the strong El- Nmo " these  spawned  killed: some

16,300 ‘people; m]urec[ 28 000

others and dzsplaced 4.1 mil-
lion.

Yolanda was one of the ex-
treme weather events caused by
climate change, according to
scientists. With a report from
Inquirer Research
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that islands in the South China

Sea are “China’ inherent rerri.
+.tory” and says it could deciare._
an air defenge ~ identification
Zone over.the watars if it-felt

blocks sea 777

+ From page 4]
s >

drills, .

threatened, ..« i 0
- Inafurther show of defiance;
Beijing followed the ruling by -
landing. tw civilian aircrafe on '
CTiew airs - the dispured -

'r © Hague based Perma.

BEITING—Ching "5 ‘Monday
‘said it was cloging Off 4 Partof. L e _
thie Souith Ghing Seq fof milifary Mischief and Subi reefs ang dis- " Mr Duterte has been rmore rec-

patched its Coast Guard to block onciliatory with Chj

exercises this week, days aftrer hina compared
a Philippine fishing boat from to  his Predecessor, Benigno

an international tribunal ryled ;
against Bejjing’s claim 1o own. + reaching a contested shoal. .. Aquing TIT, who filed the arbitys.
ership  of virtually the entire i R ot tion complaisit against Befjing.

- SHEteglcWaterwdy, st . ,le!_t_ﬁch_er conm.. i The ribunal ruled that China
- Haman's ‘maritime adminis. + Dennis Blair, 5 formier com: violated internatipna] maritime
tration said an area southeast of mander of US forces in the Pacif- Jaw by-buﬂding up artificial js-
the island province- would be ie, told a &6hgressional hearing lands i the South Ching.Sea
' on Wedneésday .thar the United - thar destroyed carsl teefs, and

closed from Monday to Thurs. Wi &
States should be willing to use. by dfsrup_ting_ﬁshing and oi] ex-

day, birhe gave no details about
(rmilitary force to Oppose Chinese” ploration. S

~the Nature of the exercizes, The

Navy and Defense Ministry Had B aggression at a disputed reefoff e

ne immediate comment. the coast of the Philippines. - _ Live fire exer Cises - o

- “The anhouncement came in Blair said the objective’ of . giy states claim territory iy
such an action wag nottopicka the South China Sea, although

the middie of 5 three-day visir

0 China by the Ug Navy’s top fight with China at the disputed  the area where the Chinege

admiral i discuss the South ) Scarborough Shoal, but to set a naval exercises are being held ig :
China Sea dispute ang ways to Limit on its military coercion, aot considered o particylar e :
President Duterte," who saigd hotspot. - Chirjzg™ Navy = ang

Increase interactions between

the two militaries. = before the ruling that he want-  Coast Guard Operate extensive.

ks with China on ly throughout the South China

- The US ¢hief of figval opera- ed to start ta]

tions, Adm. John Richardson, i5 the Issue, has not commented Sea apd regularly stage live fi.
" Meeting with China’s Navy com. on .the tribunal’s decision, but - Ing exercises'in the area,

i he described the territorial dis- China’s island development

mander, Adm, Wu'Shengli, dyr.

ing his tip to Beijing and the Putes as a complicated Issue  has inflamed regional tensions,

port city of Qingdao thas began “that may affect the couniry's  wirk many fearing that Befjing
on Sunday. €conomy as well as ties wirh g  will use the COnStruction of new

He ig alsg scheduled to vigjr treaty ally, the Unjted States. ' jslands complete with airfields
the Navy’s submarine academy, ' T

teur China’s first airerafr carpi.
er and diseyss Ongoing Pacific
B BEIfING /A4
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_ and military facilities to extend
{ its military reach -and perhaps

trict navigation. .

times in the past year,
have deliberately
me of those is-

by to

accused the' United States of

threatening it national security,

Warning against ‘tricks’
- At a dosed-door forum in Bei-

Jing on Saturday, Adm. Sun Jian-
guo, deputy. chief of the joint
staff department of the powerful

Central Military - Commission,

wamed freedom of navigation
patrols eould end “in disaster”
“When has freedom of navi-
gation ih the South China Sea
ever beén affected? It has not,
whether in the past or now, and
in the future there won't be a

Jproblem as- long as nobody

s tricks;” he said, according

s to exercise freedom of nav-
‘igation and challenge the claims.
Inresponse, China has deployed.
fighter jets'and ships to track and
~wam off the American ships, and

to a transcript of his comments

seen by Reuters on Monday, -

- China is the biggest beneficia-
1y of freedom of navigation'in

- the South: China Sea and ‘woén'’t

-1et anybody damage it, Sun said.
“But ‘China- consistently -op-
© ‘puses so-called military free-

dom ..of . navigation, which

brings with it.a military threat;

and which challenges and disre:

spects the international law of
the sea,” Sun 'said, -

“This kind of military free-
dom of navigation:s damaging
to freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea, and it could
even play out in a disastrous
way” he added, without elabo-
rating. . -

... He said the court case at The
Hague tust be used by China’s
military to improve its capabili-
ties “so that when push.comes
to shove, the military can play a
decisive role in the last moment
to  defend ouwr npational
sovereignty and interests.”
Reports from AP and Reuters
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- BEIJING = Despite a UN-backed court ruling
that its construction of artificial islands in the
South Chiria Séa has no legal basis, Beijing will
nothalt the work, the head of the Chinese navy

reportedly said Safurday night.

"""China will not leave
outcroppings under con-
struction. half-finished,

state-run Xinfug news .
blamed the United States
for-stirring up-trouble in

agency yesterday reported

. the admiral as saying: ..
" Sun Jianguo, an-admi-
ral and deputy chief of the
Joint Staff Department of
the powerful Central Mili-
tary Commission, has also
said freedom of naviga-
tion patrols carried out b
foreign navies jn the Sou

China Sea could end “in
disaster” — a warning to
the US after last week’s
ruling against Beijing’s
claims in the area.

China has refused to
recognize the ruling by
an arbitration court in The
Hague that invalidated its
vast territorial claims in
the South China Sea, and
did not take pert in the
proceedings brought by
the Philippines. .

It has reacted angrily to -

2

calls by Western coufitries
and Japan for the decision
to be adhered to.

- China has repeatedly

the Sourth China Sea, a stra-
tegic waterway through
which more than $5 trillion
of trade moves annually.

China, Brunei, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam al}
have rival claims, of which
China’s are the largest,

The US has conducted
freedom of navigation
patrols close to Chinese-
held islands, to Beijing’s
anger, while China has
been bolstering its military
presence there,

Speaking behind closed
doors at a forum in Beijing
on Saturday evening, Sun
said the freedom of navi-
gation issue was a bogus
one that certain countries

Turn to Page 12
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‘repeatedly hyped up.

. R’V‘,’heg h);ps freedom of
navigation in the South Chy-

‘na Sea ever been affected? It
has not, whether in the past

Or now.:and. in the futites: .

there won't be 4 preblem
as long as nobody plays
tricks,” he said, according to
a transcript of his comments
seen by Reuters.

China is the ]
eficiary of freedom of navi-
gation in the South Ching
Sea and won't let anybody
damage it, Sun said. :

: “But China consistently
opposes so-called military
freedom of navigation which
brings withita military threat,
and which challenges and dis-
respects the international law

- of the sea,” Sy said.
- “This kind of military

biggest ben-.

free-
dom of navigation js damaging
to freedom of navigation in
South China Sea, and it coulq
even }}Jli_ay out in a disastreus
way,” he added, without elabo-
rating
He said the court case at
The Hague must be used
by China’s armed forces to
improve its capabilities “s0
that when push comes to
shove, the military can play

the

a decisive role jn the last mo-
ment to defend our .national
sovereignty and interests.”

-~ .Separately, China’s Mari-
time Safety Administration
said yesterday that an area

" just offshore from the east of
the island province of Hainan

would be a ng-gai} zone from
July 19 to 21 while military
drills take place.

China generally describes
its exercises in the South Chi-
naSea as routing, . Reuterg
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lages as camps in Shariff Aguak
and - Dati: Unsay towns in
Maguindanao province.

*" At least 33 members of the

Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom -
Fighters (BIFF) were killed and

10 “others. were wounded in

skirmishesin Barangay Kuloy in

Shariff Aguak and Barangay
Meta in Datu -Unsay from
Wednesday to Saturday, accord-

Jing to Col. Lite Sobejana, cofm-

mander of the Army’s 601st In-
fantry Brigade., ,

- “The figure was verified with
various sources and confirmed
by village "officials and resi-
dernits,” he said,

The BIFE which split from the
mainstream Moro Islamic Liber-
aton ‘Frofit (MILF) over politi-
cal differences in pursuing
peace negotiations with the
government, laughed off the
military claim: .

"The Armywas imagining ca-
sualty figures,” Abu Misri Ma-
ma, spokesperson of the BIFE
said in the vernacular, He also
denied the communities were
BIFF strongholds.

Mama admitted that only
three rebels were killed and
four were injured,

Asked how many soldiers
were killed; Mama said, “Ah
marami (plenty).”

forces Have fought and-
driven away Moro armed men
‘Who had used at least two vil-

THE ABLTY CHIEF PUBLIC ARFLIRS - Eimail zag: Cach

" Airand ground assaults

On* Wednesday; . the “Army
launched  air and ground as-
saults against some £0 BIFF

rebels who Harassed Army re--

cruits undergoing immersion
activities in conflict-affected
communities in’' Meta. Sporadic
fighting ensued until Saturday,
Two homemade bombs left

.by the fleeing rebels explod-

ed while scldiers were clear-

ing the area; Seven soldiers
‘werewounded, . Pl
- Mgj. Gen. Edmundo Pangili-

fian, commander of the Army’s
6th Infantry Division, and Maj.

~ Gen. . Demosthenes - Santillan;

Army deputy commander, also
visited the recaptured commu-
nities while bomb EXperts
checked on several houses from
where the BIFF men launched
their attacks.

- With the two high-ranking of- -
ficials" were -nlembers™ of “fhe’
government and MILF ceasefire -
monitoring comznittess and the
international monitoring teat, -

. Sobejana said the Army was
putting a ceasefire mechanism
in place to avoid clashes be-
tweeh military and the MILE

b

Displacedfamilies

_‘About 700 families have been
displaced by the fighting, ac-
cording to the humeanitarian
unit of the Auténomous Region
in Muslim Mindanag.

After clearing operations
wete completed on Sunday,
the Army announced that lo-.

©cal residents could return to

their villages. But the dis-

~ placed families refused to do

so, fearing the return of the
BIFF and the resumption of
armed hostilities, .

“We might be caught in the
cross fire, we will not risk our
lives,” one of the residents,
Kamid Sandig, said. He re-

- counted -previous experiences

in areas where soldiers were
statidned near BIFF camps and
skirmishes flared up repeatedly.

Sandig said the Army should
leave before they could return
home. He cited the case of a 15-
year-cld giri who was woinded
by stray bullets on Wednesday
morning when Army soldiers
and BIFF rebels started shoot-
ing at each other,

Sobejana said the soldiers
weuld stay in an area far from
the communities. under the
ceasefire setup with the MILE
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Heeding Duterte, 44 Reds yield in Pampanga

By Tonette Orejas
Inquirer Central Luzon

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—
Ahedd of the resumption of
peace talks between the govern-
ment and the Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP}, 44
rebels surrendered to local offi-
cials here on Monday to express
support for the efforts of Presi-
dent Duterte to end one of the
world’s longest insurgencies.
Called the “Sta. Ana 44,7 af.
ter the name of the Pampanga
‘town where they were born, the
~-rebels-were presented to Gov.
Lilia Pineda, Vice Gov. Dennis
Pineds, 1t Col Ramil Anoyo,
commander of the Army’s 48th
Infantry Battalion, and Chief
Supt. Aaron Aquino, Central

. B

Luzon police director.” -

They were accompanied by .
Sta, Aha Mayor Norberto Gam-
boa, a former leader of the N ew

People’s Army, the CPP’s armed

wing, who surrendered in 2004
to mow Gen. Ricardo Visaya,
Armed Forces chief of staff,

“These are partisans of the
NPA, members of propaganda
units and members of CPP °
branches in the villages, Some
are with the Rebolusyonatyong
Hukbong RBayan (RME) and
[others are with the] Hukbong
Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (HME).
They have been operating in the
fringes of Pampanga,” said
Gamboa, who used the alias
“Commander Ros” when he was
in the NPA.

Their ages ranged from 35 to

s ae

F e

e, VoL UELIC AFFAIRE -
OFFICE OF THE ARWY CHEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Emell et pagy

70 yearsold.

. The RHB ijs the armed wing
of the Marxist-Leninist Party of
the Philippines, which broke
away. from the CPP in 1997
over ideological differences.
The HMB is the armed wing of
the old Partido Komunista ng
Pilipinas. o .
- Gamboa was joined by Aray-
at Mayor Emmanuel Bonifacio
Alejandrino, a former military
chief of the HME.

~Anoyo said no one-in the
batch of rebel returnees had
criminal cases. He assured one
of  the rebels,  Jeanette
Macasaquit, also known as “Ka
Joy,” that she was not in the mjl-
itary’s order of battle or on any
list of targets. .

Former rebels  Conrado

ey o
e ! (RN

and Nicolas Nicdao also sur-
rendered six firearms, mostly
oid ones. - ) '

In the program, Gamboa de-
scribed the former rebels ag
“victims,” saying “people in
high places did not lift a finger
to ease poverty while the
rebels risked lives "defending

" the poor”

Both Anovo and Aquinc,
however, said that “commu-
nism i§ akmost dead in Central

Luzon.” The ‘military declared .

Pampanga, together with Aurg-
ra and Tarlac, to be “insurgen-
cy-free” as early as 2012.

Pineda said the provifcial
and local governmens will pro-
vide funds for livelihood pro
Jects for former rebels,
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Abu Sayyaf
_bomber
shot dead

" By ROEL PARERO
ZAI\EBOANGA CITY Arl
- Aby-Sayyaf bombet who was

arrested on Sunday was shot
dead atthe Lamitan Cl‘cy pohce
station yesterday:

Chief Inspector Gean Gal-
Iarcio Lamitan police chief,
said they were conducting an
investigation when Manan
Abubakar, alias Pido, bit his
finger in an attempt to grab
his firearm..

Responding police person-
nel shot Abubakar, who died
at the scene. Gailarde was
brought to 2 hospital for treat-
ment.

. Abubakar was said to, be
a henchman .of Abu Sayyaf .
leader Puruji Indama and was
tagged in the assassination
of Army Col. Cristobal ]uhan
Paolo Perez on June 19.

Prior to the incident, poh‘ce
said Abubakar was saying that
Abu Sayyaf bandits were plot-
ting to ambush Gallardo®

i ']5"(‘ H}':} 845




REBEL NO MORE. Former Rebolusyonatyang Hukbo ng Bayan (RHB] member
Joy Macasaquit turns overarifie to Police Regional Office 3 director Chief Sppt.
Aaron Aquino while Pampanga Gov. Lilia Pineda and Viee Gov. Dennis Pineda
ook 'on. Macasaguit was among the 44 rebels whosetumed $o the fold of the

' : S L Photo by Bernard Galang

law,

|
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SURRENDER Some of the firearms handed ov.
:apitol in the City of San Fernando,

er by 44 surrendering communist rebels are dispia'yed onatable at Pamﬁangé’s ﬁravincial

NHIO JESLS ORBETA
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AMBULANCE FOR FURT-MAGSAYSAY STATION HOSPITAL
- Philippine Charlty Swegpstakes. Office Genel | Manager
ALty ‘dosoFerdinand Rojds 1l {eenter) hands -over the
symbolic'key of a brandriew ambulance frof the PCSO
Ambuiancé “Donation Frogram to Col. Nelson Dancel
{right), commanding officer of Fort Magsaysay Station
Hospital, Army 7th Infaniry Division, ‘in Palayan City,
Nueva Ecija,;-duriag-'a's'[mpie.-ce:em‘ony'heid recently at
the PCSO head office in Mandaluyong City. With them Is
PCSO Assistant General Manager for: Administrative,
“Sector Laurd Fatiag, " Photo by JOSEPH MUEGG
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| ZAMBDANGA CITY/-
- Soldiers intercepted yester:.
l day.a’ 20-vehicle convoy of
Moro-National ‘Liberation’
Frofii (M} _

 Police said around 200
MNLF members were in ‘the
Vehicleg bearing the MNLF:
flags of Lanao, Agucan, Bukid-
non and-Central Mindanao,
The MNLF members were
unarrned. _

The convoy triggered panic
arnong residents amid fears of
a repeat of the 2013 siege that
left hundreds of people dead
and thousands homeless.

Senior Inspector Helen
Galvez, spokesperson for the
Zamboanga-City police, said
' soldiers belongi.ig to the 21st
~Infantry Battalion escorted the

convay to the pier.

Hem'y Lacaran, MNLF re-
' gicnal commitiee coordinator,
- said they would go o Sulu to
show their support for MNLE
chairman Nur Misuari, who
s set to meet with President
Duterte this week. .

The President said he would
seek Misuari’s support for the
proposed shift to a federal
form of government.

Mayor Ma. Isabelle Cli-
maco-Satazar said the arrival
of MNLF members was not
cocrdinated with the city
government. - Roel Parefio -

CEEICE GF 1HE




OFFICE OF THE ARNY O-IE0 2 1B J0 ATSLIDS L Smal ang: CeipeanmyIUiiBomalloom - Teine. (b1 RAE.EML _ooo BIBE Smet
oty 2076 g‘ gg %;g ¢F f_
o & ) 3
Military operations
EY VICTOR REYES diers were forced to halt the
\ o opetation last Saturday when the
THE Moro Islamic Liberation group went inside the}I\ﬂl.?com-
Front has given government munity a1 the boundarv of Datu
soldiers the green light to pur- Unsay and Shariff Agua{k owWns
sue some 80 members of the  in consideration of the March
Bangsamero Islamic Freedom 2014 peace agreement between
F;ght.ers, who are seeking ref.  (he government and the MILF.
uge in an MILF community in “The issues were already
Maguindanao. resolved. The grey areas were
The military had been run- already resobved,” said Col. Gi-
ning after the BIFF group since | " "7 " T
Wednesday last week, but sol- See MILITARY > Page Bﬁ
MILIT ARY asked if there was a promise Sobejana earlier said some MILF
from the MILF not to engage rebels coddle BIFF members be-
cause of their blood relation.

rilito Sobejana, commander of
the Army’s 601st Brigade, who
is supervising the cperations
against BIFF group.

The operation has Jeft 33 BIFF
men dead and 10 others hurt.
Seven soldiers have also been

wounded,

Sobejana said the clearance
was given during a meeting of

“the Joint Coordinating Commit-
“tee on the Cessation of Hostili-
ties, the International Monitor-

;ng Team, and the Ad Hoc Joint
‘Action Group in Cotabato City
fvesterday morning.

“We can already resume our
‘operational plan... There was

'already an agreement for them
(MILF rebels) to stay put in their
feonmumunity and et us clear (the

argn of BIFF menD.

i _'Tl']r-‘nr v'\rOﬂIJ ]

"us safe passage.” said Sobeja.na

He said the MILF promised that

; their fighters will not get in the
sway of soldiers pussuing the BIFF

i

in their community. Sobejana
implied he helieves the MILF will

ccomply with the arrangement,
-citing the peace pact,

“They said that (during the
meeting).” said Sobejana when

the cperating roops.

Sobejana said the operations
had not resumed as of vesterday
afternoon because “we are do-
ing refurbishment.”

It was not the first time the
BIFF ran inside an MILF commu-
nity to delay military operations
against them. Under the cease-
fire agreement. the military has
to coordinate with the MILF
before conducting operations
in MILF areas.

~_AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla said BIEF men

have put up lairs near MILF
communities. He said there are
times when an MILF commu-
nity and a BIFF lair are separated
only by rivers,

“That is one of the challenges

oldiers but

e
LALALLACE o L v

confronting cur
have 2 (peacc) mechanism 10
follow, We have to follow that
mechanism so that the conflict
will not become bigger, will not
escalate,” Padilla said.

“We all know that if we do
not follow the agreed mecha
aism, the problem may hecome
bigger, instead of resolving it,”

he added.

Nevertheless, Sobejana said
the act of these few MILF fight-
ers is not sanctioneg by MILF
leaders who. he said, are in

~favor of getting rid of the BIFF

which is composed of former
MILF leaders and mermbers.

Meanwhile, the Office of Civil
Defense in the Autonomous
Region in Musiim Mindanao
said the conflict has afready dis-
placed 1,320 families or about
6,600 persons,

Myrna Angot, officer in

charge of OCD-ARRM, said
the evacuees are from Baran-

gays Meta, Iganagampong, and

Malangog, ail in Datu Unsay
town, and Barangay Bagong in
Shariff Aguzak town,

Angot said there were 886
families or 4,430 persons dis-
placed in Datu Unsay while
there were 434 families or
2,17C persons displaced per-
sons in Shariff Aguak.

She said the evacuees are
staying in seven evacuation
centers where they are being
attended to by local govern-
ment officials.
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Ungkaya Pukan Magor Joel Maturan
“who also sajd-that Indama and six of. -
: his foHowers were waunded durmg the s

 air strike. - -
Reports said that Indama who 15’_ :

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWEPAPIS

AS_G I.eader Indama reported -

considered a high-value target and the

No.2man of Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon -

Hapilon, was being treated for shrapnel
wounds. Also brought along'were six of
Indama’s men who were wounded in the
same air strike.

Maturan had also received informa-

tion that the wounded ASG menbelong
to the Yakan ethnic tribe, and they were
brought to Tuburan, Basilan and Lami-
tar: City for treatment.

The air strike hit the group of ASG
sub-leader Ubaib and 37 armed foliow-
ers who were holding camp then at Sitio
Bohe Buug in the village of Baguindian,
Tipo-Tipo, Bagilan, The air strike killed
10 of the men, including the gunner of
a 50-caliber machine gun, a military
report said.

Maturan identified the six wounded
ASG mernbers who were also brought
to Suluwith Indama-as: Abu Haysam,
Abu Maid, Abu Hattam, Abu Gaber, Abu
Muadz and Abu Abugan.

The ASG from Sulu arrived af the
coastal village of Macalang in Al-Barka

- gine jung-kung type boat own
_ Sulu-based ASG. Indama was éscorted
1o Sulu by two trasted menon board the

.black hoat, it was reported. -

p.m.; Satiirday, aboard a black foiir: n-
the

Indama was seen f:ghtmg w:th
government troops in the village of
Baguindan in Tipo-Tipe town, one of the
sites where there is a “focused military
operations™ since July 3. E

Maturan’s group.is an ally of gov-
eriiment forces in Basilan. They have
fought against the ASG in the towns
of TIngkaya Pukan, Tipo-Tipo and Al-
Barka. o

" The report also indicated that the
Furu_]1 group had already merged with

thé group of Hapilon, who is reported

to be affiliated with the Islamic State of

" Iraq and Syria ISIS), and other armed

sympathizers of the bandits in the
village of Guinanta in Al-Barka town,
Basilan province.

The village of Guinanta was a known
stronghold of Moro Islamic Liberation

“Front (MILF) and other armed grotips:

The viilage is where 23 marines were
killed, 11 of them beheaded, in July,
2007 hy joint forces of the MILE, ASG
and armed civilians.
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e Luzon Corimand aftér another group of 69 rebels -
pledged allegiance to the government in Lubtiagan, Kalinga

4. 44 NPA rebels surrender.
. ...SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga - At least 44 New People’s .
- Army (NPA) rebels, including a woman, who have surren-
 dered to the Philippihe Army were received by the provin-
.. cial government of Pampanga yesterday. =~ o oo oo =
- -, Pamg iz Pineda welcomed the rebel-returnees

nfral Buzon ’p_oli_cé'.
residents of Sta. Ana..

rfirearms. oo e
accomplishment for the North:

on July 6. 7 ~—Rie Sapnu, Cecille Suerte Felipe

g e land.
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Santa Ana

VETE I NPA com-
manders Joey Mallari
alias “Ka Ron,” Vangie
Cuna ‘.alias "Ka
Regig/” Kenneth-Guiao
alias “Ka Joy" and Nican-
or Nicdag alias “KaNick.”
The returnees also turmed
-over their firearms to the

Tlocal officials in the prov~ .
“inceled by Pampanga

Gov. Lilia “Nahay” Pine-
da.

. Pampanga police di-
rector SI; Supt. Rodolfo
Recomono said Mayor
Nerberto Gamboa of 5ta.
Ana, Pampangg facilitat-

ed the surrender of the

rebels through the help of
his Army buddy, Mai.
Ericson Bulosan.

. Bulosan wag tnder
ATP chief-of-staff Ricar-

. do Visaya when Gam-

e

boa, a former district
commander of the NPA
in Pampanga, surren-
dered te the military in
2004, 0« :
Visaya was a lieiiten-
ant colenel and com-
mander of the 69th Infan-

- fry Battalion here when

Cambony alias “Ka Ross”
surrendered fo him. 1\;

Serv

[ERRAW -

s ,fold_ of the

silang nagtatak-
tikha agt kagtzawan
airdt dahil ayaw
milangmakilalasila. Kaya
ginusto kong tulungan
siia paramakapaghanap-
buhay ng maayos,”

One of the returnees,
JoyMacasaquit, said they
saw.-(Gamboa's sincerity
to héfprthem.

“Gusto po ni Mayor
Gamibta na mabuhay rin
kaming maayos at mapa-
yapa kayaniyakamitinu-
Hungan,” she-satd i -

The. PRO3 director’
thanked the 44 tebels for
refurning to the main-
streami. . o

Lt. 'Col. Ramil Anoyo,
commander of the Ar-
my’s 48th Infantry Battal-
ion, also laaded the 44
rebels in their decision to
Iive a normal life.

“Kami sa milifary ay
natutawa samgapangya-
yari dahil sa wakas ay
makakamtan na rin natin
ang matagal na nating
minimithi nakatahimikan
sa Pampanga at Central
Luzon, Kami ay sawa na
rin sa giyera at barilan
kaya panahon na para
itaguyod natin ang kata-
hignikan,” Anoyo said.

Pineda vowed to pro-
vide the returnees liveli- — -~
hood assistance o have a 7091 5050803 s
peaceful and better life,

e
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DND leadership to continue AFP modernization

Sec. Delfin Lorenzana

MANILA — The AFP Modernization Program remains a priority of the new defense leadership.
Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzans as the program jives with the

This was stressed by
lan of having 2 credible deterrence (C 88CWE Philipping territory especially the maritime

Duterte administration’'s P
ones.

“In the long run, we wi

having credible deterrence {0 secure our territory tespesially the: maritime plan.” he added.
errorism. and insurgency threals in the southem

1 siill follow our modernization because you know i jibes with what our iong-term plans (of;
g P ey

\White some projects may be fasi-tracked {0 acdress crimmality. i
Philiopines. Lorenzane saic they wili folicw the niens izid for the AFF Modernization Program

"“The 1 6-vear modernizatior prograrm of (he AFF wil comtinue as scheduled.” he sarlier sleted

. Some of the eguipment acgured in this perind inciude the two Mamilion-class cutters six mulli-purpose assault
craft. 144 armored personne’ carriers. three brand-new C-202 mediom ift sircraft. twe C-130 heawy transpors.
two FA-BOPH lighi-interim fighter aircrafi, five ulifity versions of the AgustaWasiland AW-10¢ helicopters. eight of
ite arack versions. five landing crafi heavies. three mulli-purpose attack craft and two stretegic sealift vessels o
name s iew.

| orenzana said the DND wil continue to henor contracis especially those in the pipeline.

“We study it for while and if there are no problems. then we will approve it he added

f

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Duterte - Ayon kay Duterte, mayroon i sogyaribis

S el f 11 pata riagbigay ng pardon s
kahit pa 10 pulis o sundalo araw-ataw i strmusunod
- sekenyanguios. .. ...(dileen Tuliping)

3;&'.'\_Panwgulong Duterte basta sang-ayon ?a)
ng uekttb at Tundi nnhento ang EbldEIlBiYn
iaban“sa fia drug pusher, nakahanda raw

Syatip- Idupeﬂsa—haﬁggang kore ang sangkot na pulis.
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China warns
of ‘disaster’ in
South China Sea

BEIJING. — Freedom of naviga-
tion patrols carried out by for-
eign navies in the South China
Sea could end “in disaster”, a
senior Chinese admiral has said,
a warning to the United States
after last week’s ruling against
Beijing’s claims in the area,

China has refused to recog-
nize the ruling by an arbitration
court in The Hague that invali-
dated its vast territorial claims
in the South China Se4.

It has reacted angrily to calls

by Western countries and Japan

for the decision to be adhered to.

China has repeatedly blamed
the United States for stirring up
trouble in the South China Sea,
a strategic waterway through
which more than $5 trillion of
trade moves annually.

The United States hiag con-
ducted freedom of navigation
patrols close to Chinese-held
islands, to Beijing's anger, while
China has been bolstering its
military presence there.

Speaking behind closed
doors at a forum in Beijing on
Saturday evening, Sun Jianguo,
an admiral and Deputy Chief of
the Joint Staff Department of

 See CHINA> Page B
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CHINA

the powerful Central Military
Comymission, said the freedom
of navigation issue was a bo-
gus one that certain countries
repeatedly hyped up.

“When has freedom of navi-
gation in the South China Sea
ever been affected? It has
not, whether in the past or
now, and in the future there
won't be a problem as fong as
nobody plays tricks,” he said,
according to a transcript of his
comments seen by Reuters on
Monday.

Chnina is the biggest benefi-
ciary of freedom of navigation
in the South China Sea and
won’t let anybody damage it,
Sun said.

“But China consistently
opposes so-called military
freedom of navigation which
brings with it a mititary threat,
and which chalienges and dis-
respects the international law
of the sea,” Sun said.

“This kind of military free-
dom of navigation is damaging
to fresdom of navigation i the
South China Sea, and it coudd
even play out in a disastrous
way,” he added, without elabo-

‘rating.

He said the couri case at
The Hague must be used by
China’s armed forces to inmr-

. prove its capabilities “so that

when push comes to shove,
the military can play a decisive
role in the last moment to de-
fend cur national sovereignty
and interests.”

China's Maritime Safety Ad-
ministration said on Monday
that an area just off he cast of
the island province of Hainan
would be 2 no-sail zone from
July 19-21 while military driils
take place.

China generally describes its
exercises in the South China
Sea as routine.

China’s air force also said on its
microblog it had recenily carried
out “normal battle patrols” over
the South China $ea involving
bonibers, spy planes and flying
rankers, including over Scarbor-
ough Shoal which is disputed
with the Philippines.

CONFIRMATION

In Manila, Foreign Affairs
spokesman Charles Jose said
the Department of Foreign
Affairs will get official reports
first before taking any steps
on reports that China flew
2 nuclear-capable bomber
ajrcraft over the Scarborough
Shoal three days after the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration
dealt a biow to China’s claim
over the South China Sea.

Jose said the concerned de-
partment would be contacted.

A photo of the H-6K long-
range bomber ajrcraft was
posted on the official Twitter
account of China’s State Coun-
cil Information Office on July
15, in the official account of
the People’s Liberation Army
Air Porce and in the Chinese
social media site Weibo.

The photos were captioned:
Bomber H-6k flyover Huang
van Island.

Huangyan is the Chinese
name for Scarborough, which
is alsc called as Panatag shoal
or Bajo de Masinloc in Fili-
Pino.

The H-Gk is 4 licensed built
version of the Soviet Tupolev
Tu-16 twin-eagine bomber
with the latest version being
designed to carry and fire
air-launched cruise missile
and other stand-off precision
guided munitions.

The aircraft is considered
a strategic bomber and is
capable of attacking priority
targets in Asia and even us
carrier hattle groups, aside

s

from having nuclear strikg
capability. .

China has 13 such aircrafeh
in active service as of 2015.

Former Foreign Affairs Scé—
retary Albert del Rosario saigl
former president Fidel Ramos
would make a good envoy 4n
hoped Ramos would accep{
President Duterte's reques
for him to start bilateral talkp
with China.

“We have seen the formef
president at work, he is &
exemplary negotiator, He ixg
a heavyweight and [ pray thaj
he accepts it,” Del Rosatio said
on ANC’s Headstart Monday f

He said Ramos also knows
the realities on the ground az
well 25 the complexities of
dealing with Beijing since it
was during his watch in 1995
when the Chinese occupied
Mischief Reef.

Despite the Mischief Reefl
incident, communication with
China during the Ramos ad-
ministration was never sev-
ered. .

el Rosario said the coun-
try's position in-any nego-
tiations with Beijing {5 now
stronger after the favorable
ruling of the arbitral tribunal
which he described as “one
of the biggest international
rulings since World War 117

He also defended Foreign
Affairs chief Perfecto Yasay
Jrs somber stance after the
ruling was announced.

“1 think the posture that
Secretary Yasay took was all
right. 1 think we should be
magnanimous and magnanim-
ity is good. Out of sympathy
for Secretary Yasay, be is up-
dergoing a baptism of fire, 50
he has to bone up and make
sure he knows everything
before he says anything but
I think he will surmount and
grow with the job,” he said.
- Reuters and Ashzel Hachero




[ ally the entlre stfategzc Waterway

Hainan's maritime administration said =

an area in the southeast of the island-
province would be closed from Monday
te Thirrsday, bit gave no details about

~ the mature of the exercises. The niavy and_
Defense Ministry had noimmediate com- ©

" ment. Six governments claim territory in

the South China Sea, althcugh the area

where the Chinese naval exercises are be-
ing held is not considered a particular

hotspot. China's mavy and coast guard oper- -

_ate extensively throughout the South China
Sea and regularly stage live firing exercises
in the area.

The announcement of the military ex-
ercises came in the middle of a three-day
visit to China by the US Navy’s top admiral
to discuss the South China Sea dispute and
ways to increase interactions between the

stwo militaries.

Chief of Naval Operatmns Adm. John

_Rlchardson is meeting with China's navy
commander, Adm. Wu Shengli, during his
trip to Beijing and the port city of Qingdao

and refused to take part in the arb:trat;on

‘It has responded by asserting that islarnds
inthe South China Seaare “China’sinherent
territory,” and says it could declare-an air-
‘defense identification zone over the waters
if it felt threatened. ’

In a further show of defiance, 'Bei}‘if_ig'

followed the ruling by landing two civilian
aircraft on new airstrips on disputed Mis-

- “¢hiefand Subi teefs and dispatched its-coast

guard toblock a Philippinefishingboat from
reaching a contested shoal. e
Dennis Blair, a former commander of
US forces in the Pacific, told a congressio-
nal hearing on Wednesday that the United
States should be willing to use military
force to oppose Chinese aggression at a
disputed reef off the coast of the Philip-~
pines. Blair said the cbjective of such an
action was not to pick a fight with China
at the disputed Scarborough Shoal, but to
set a limit on its military coercion.
Philippine President Rodrigo R. Duterte,




start talks with China 0

who said before the ruligg that be wanted to
dh the issue, has not
al’s decision but
ria] disptites asa com-
ay affect the. country's
fes with treaty ally the

United States, : C

Duterte has béen more conciliatory with
China than his predecessoy, Benignoe D.
Aquino 111, who filed the arbitration com-

plaint against Beljing.

', 'The tribunal ruled that China violated

internarional maritime law by building up
artificialislands in the South China Sea that
destroyed coral reefs, and by disrupting fish-
ing and oil exploration. :

. China'sisland developmenthasinflamed
regional tensions, with many fearing that
Beijing will use the construction of new is-
tands complete with airfields and military

+facilities to extend its military reach and

perhaps try to restrict navigation.

Several times in the past year, US war-
ships have deliberately sailed close to one
of those islands to exercise freedom of
navigation and challenge the claims. Inre-
sponse, Chinahas deployed fighterjets and
ships to track and warn off the American

~ships, and accused the US of threatening

its national security. AP

7t
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ry increase ng mga-

i P militar parin ni Digong
L= Nifina g Malacdnarng na unahin'munang bavaran ng Du-
lerte administration angpesion ng Tiga retiradong pulisat mifl-
tar bagoisunod ‘ang salary increasel.ng rga ilonia ipinangako
n Panguleng Rodrigo:Duterte, ayon key Atty. Pacls‘Aivaras.
Sinablini Atty, Alvarez & media brisfing, kung wala manit sa
Isdsimitalg:201.7 natior l'budget ng Malacafiang sa Kongrese
ay nasisigurong sa susunod na budget ay nakapaloob na ang
salary increase ng mga puils at sundalo, _ T
- Magugunitang ipinangako n! Pangulong Duterte noeng
kampanya na itataas niya sa P50,000 ang minimum salary ng
mga pulis at sundaio kapag siya ang nanaleng panguto ng ban-
s3. Kamekalawa rig gabi ay biranggit din ni Buterie sa kanyang
mensahe sa dinner na handog nito sa batch 71-72 ng San Beda
Law College na ginanap sa Malacariang ang uko! sa pangako.
niyang salary increase sa mga pulis at-sundalo. *Kaya the ofher
day, naglabas sl Diokno, Secrefary Diokno. : .

8abi niva na hindi matuioy 'yung increases ng sweldo ng

mga police pati military. But I just kept gquiet. But during the
campaign, f really promised the “police 5 davble your ‘salary,
pat! mifitary. Why? | cannot rui a country that is corruptsa po-

lee. How wili. | do it7.Eh corrupt nga.-So;-sabihin mo hulihin
mo Yun. Walang manghuhull. Kasali sita sa.. Look at— Babi
ko nga majalim to. And then, sabi ko, at that time I was not
at libarty. Ehsngayon, may immunity ako,” wika pa ni Duterte.
{Rudy Andal) - .

]
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" Umaabot sa 300 pamilya ang humikas

- af ‘Shariff Aguak sa Maguindanao
-gpang makaiwas na maipit 5a
patuley na apensiba ng mifitar laban
sa Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fightezs (BIFE). .

- ‘Ayon sa report sa Office of Civil
. Defense.(3CD), nasa 296 na pazilya
01,480 indibiduwal ang fumikas dahil
sa pagpapatuloy ng labanan,

Kasabay' nito, tiniyak ni Datu
Unsay Mayor Bai Reshall Ampatuan

na nagpaabot na ng kaukulang fulong .

. ang- lokal na pamshalaan para.sa
" nagsilikesnaTesidente.
Tndasahan ng alkalde- na
madadagdagan pa ang evacuees
habang nagpapatuloy ang sagupaan.
© Ayon sa Philippine Army, umabiot
na sa 33 miyembro ng grupo ang
- nasawi §a sagupaan.
. Sinahi ni Col. Cirilito Sobejana,
\itiander g 601st Brigade, na 19

_..»tauhan pa.ng BIFE ang hasugatan sa

lebanan. . . . .

“Pitong  sandalo - naman  ang
nasugatan sa mga pag-atake, na ang
. huliaynang pasabuganng improvised
+ explosive device (IED) ang grupo ng

ULAN, Sultan - Kidarat =

“mifla sa mga bayan ng Datu Unsay -

Cap |
ng 6t Infaniry DI ricerned ‘they don't want';
- Ayon kay Sobegung, tumakasang ‘fo-accommodate the BIFF but blood |
‘BIFF paturigosa kornunidad ng Moro™ i thicker than water: Some of the?
Telamic Libération’ Bront: (MILF): at 7 :MILE imembers are related o thel
idinagdag na ilang mandirigma mula: BIFF... father, brother, efc,” ayonkay ©

Sobejana,

¢a MILF ang nagkupkop ‘sa mgE

"NGITING PANG=BATO" Ngiting-ngiing ppifie: National - .
Police Chief Director Gen. Ronald "Bato’ Dela Rosa nang dumato
sa una niyang command visit sa Police Regional Office-7 sa Camp

Sergio Osmefia sa Cebu City kahapon.— " . .
: JUAN CARLO DE VELA
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Cafter: '
Court of Arbitration in The Hague
upheld most of the 15 submissions i
of the Philippines against China’s land-grabbing, Mr.
Duterte prefers to err on the side pf caution than con-
" Studying the firepower “tale of the tape” between
Lightweight Philippines and heavyweight China (No. 3
among world powers), one can sense-why the pragmatic

- President took the option of directly talking with Beifing
‘oni Gutstanding sssues. (See Globalfirepoter.om) v
.’ Neighborly negotiations bear fruit faster. Withjust six

“years ir his hands, Mz Duterte canfiot just-watch time

_hcking away while waiting: for supposed allies to use
‘their good offices or muster economic pressiire on'China
to'miend its expangionistways. - v T

- The Philippines has & Mutaal Defense Treaty with the
United States. The Cold War-vintage condract, however,
has noifonclad guarantee that the US will retaliate instan-

tanegusly except if China launches-an armed attack on

bitrai tribimal strick down inits Tuly 12 ruling as iflegal
_Chinese occupation or building (by reclamation of artifi-
" cial islands on reefs and rocks in the West Philippine Sea.
. One of the disputéd maritime features is Panatag

(Scarborough) shoal, 12 nautical miles off Zambales that
the Chinese grabbed in 2012 Reports are rife, and Beijing
has not denied them, that China would reclaim Panatag
and turn it into a military outpost — nexi door to Manila,
Clark Field and Subic Bay. ‘ o :

. China's reclaiming Panatag or driving away Filipinos,
declared by the PCA as a violation of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, is hot an “armed at-
tack” so the MDT does not come into play —except if the
Chinese fire live bullets in the process. o

; Lhinese co
' pleriipotentiary: must

- followed by ariexchange of t
= One bre 1 +h

fishermen ran seek hroughan e

its eastern corner :

L Without discussing sovereignty issiier = “
elines for fishing

‘Philippines can'invite Vietnani £o joj
.and proceed togethet to lay down

‘and sharing, as w NSErVgh
andprotocol. ;oo g
Ciniw Zhao explainsh
.. THE CHINESE enibasg

its part. Amb'a'ésaddrfz}&'
41st commemoration’

oyl Sics firm
1 Manila has been doing
€0 Yianhua noted diring the
st Juné 9 of the establishmient

1y yoyages o Southeast Asia, South:

East Africa from 140510 1433.
_ E _ Zheng He established
good relationship with the Sultan of Sulu. The Sultan
later on led a delegation of 300 people-who visited China
in 1417. They were well-received by the Ming Emperor
Yongle, © = :

The amba
are “proof of the traditional friendshi
the two countries and their people.’ R

_Many Filipinos are skeptica about forgirig Philippines-

~ China cooperation, especially when the dispute over the

West Philippine Seais discussed. Their nationalistic fervor
is stirred up when they sense they are being fooled.

“People cannot always cling to the past,” the ambas-

saclot said: “If we take history as a mirror, we cannot only

see the past, but also the future... Change isn't always

rleasevenexp
- Asta, Weste

Durings stogover in Mindanao,

\ssador said such stories as that of Zhenfg. He
p that exists between:

oLy L4

a bad thing.”
LR OT THE ARG Gl PRSI S PAIRE - Brsd s ooepia P P dmnnetl com - Telno. (00) 8458855 Fpoal 501 ETES
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i+ The Phﬂippine-China _ Agfeémff‘-_%}_‘c Sig'f .
19781 : 3

sulted in major-agreeiients in
technology, investn
services, cultire, ag:
_joint marine se1smi
- bilateral relatio

‘ahd mp. ents in fourism, a
‘tion systems. These will help boost local manufacturing -
capacity, trade and economic development, employment
and government revenues. . Y R
. Counries like Vietnam and Singapore have bilateral -
‘engagemeént with:China, including high level visits and
military consultations. In April 2016, Vietriam completed :
ajointinspection with China on waters outside the mouth -
of Beibu Gulf, a move to resolve maritime disputes -
through cooperation.
Despite having similar territorial disputes with China,
these countries show that nothing is impossible, given
enough openness to przper+n.eg8tiatiqns. , _

ADVISORY: To access Postscript archives, goto W,
sanilamail.com (if necessary, copy/ paste the url on your
browser’s address bar). Follow us on Twitter as @FDPas-
cual. Email feedback to fidp333@yahoo.com -

: *
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FINDING ANSWERS

£l v P K ’G‘ﬁi%*ﬁi@@

MARILA: ¢

THE NATION'S LEADING WEWBPAPER

Bracing for rough seas
anamiourlegalﬂnunqph

FHEN Chinese coast
. guard ships blocked a
Philippine fishing boat
| from going to Searbor-
ough Shoal last Thursday, two days
affer the July 12 historic rullng
against China’s aggression in the
South China Sea, the reality set-in
that tough sailing indeed lies ahead
despite the international fribural's
verdict favoring our country.

As the ruling of the UN Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague dealt a stinging rebuke
against China’s expansionism and
put the Philippines in a position of
legal and moral strength to assert
sovereignty, it has become all the
more imperative for our country

~to come up with peaceful ways 1o

effectively deal with the defiant
stance of China.

The various challenges the Phil-
ippines is faced with — softening
China’s defiance and consolidating,
strengthening, and nurturing inter-
national alliances in support of the

-landmark ruling — will certainly .

be a severe test of the Duterte ad-
ministration’s ability o capitalize
on our country’s legal victory and
succeed in the field of diplomacy
and foreign relations.

1t will require a lot of creativity,
astuteness, perseverance, among
many other factors, for the Philip-
pines to skilifully navigate the com-
plicated diplomatic maneuverings
necessary to arrive at a win-win
situation within the bounds of our
Censtitution and which reflects
the intent and spirit of the arbitral
court’s ruling.

Al the same time, government
has to consider past experience

where strategies have been pmven
either effective or defective, and
must constantly innovate as need-
ed, instead of repeating previous

mistakes; beéause it would be in-

sane, to paraphrase Einstein, to do
the same thing ovér and over and
expect differént resulis. A case in
point is-what transpired during the
2012 Scarberough Shoal standoif
t}tgt resulted in our iosing access
to the area as the Chinese navy
seized control.

While it is essential to be'mag-
nanimous in victory and aveid
provocation so as not fo further
agitate China, I believe it is neces-
sary to be persistent in asserting
our rights to our exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) in the West Philippine
Sea, if we are to fully galvanize and
maintain world opinion in cur favor
in relation to the historic ruling that
rejected China’s so-called “nine-
dash fine” that spanned almost the
entire South China Sea.

There is need to sirike a balance
in dealing with the delicate and com-
plicated aftermath of the verdict. For-
eign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay

may have a good point in calling for

“restraint and sobriety” following an-
nouncement of the ruling, bul many
found his somber demeanor guiie
strange for such a delightful occasion,
especiaily if compared to another
country's joyous event happening at
about the same time: Portugal s win
at the Eurp 2016,

If victory at Europe’s football
tournament had people in Portu-
gal jumping in joy, shouldn’t the
Philippines’ victory in the South
China Sea ruling — which shapes
our country’s future and affects the
lives of more than a hundred million
Filipinos and coming generations
— be all the more deserving of ex-

ULLETIN

Page: ____“_____”

pressions of unbridled happiness?
But it’s good many Filipino groups,
especially overseas, continued with
their victory rallies.

In tHe coming months; ‘the inter-
natlonal coramunity will be watch-
ing the respornse of our povernment

" and how the arbitral ruiing can
“naturally and logically be ised as
" 4 leverage to exfract concessions
- during talks betiveen Clina and

Philippines that are stili expected
to push through despite Beijing’s
rhetoric Jambasting of the tribunal,
its verdict, and our courtry.

Though it is essentfal t¢ fix
strained ties with our neighboring
country, government must be extra
careful with issuing statements
tending to appease China but could
only undermine our position and
alse Iead to the weakening of other
countries’ support-for the Philip-- -
pines. A case in point is the idea that
there could be joint development
or exploration in our EEZ which,
as Supreme Court Justice Antonio
Carpio has stressed, is prohibited
by the Constitution,

In traversing upcoming delicate
situations, it will take creative
imagination, mutual frust, and
goadwill fo view oid issues from a
new perspective andexplore new
possibilities to come up with peace-
ful and acceplable settiement while
upholding the Constitution and
international law.

The Philippines could be facing
much furbulence ahead but, as the
old saying goes, when the going gets
rough, the fough gets going. And
there’s no doubt that our President
Rody Duterte can be as tough as any
great leader can ever be.

E-mail: finding.lina@yahoo.
com
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By Michael Schuman

ANOLD saymg tells us that those Who

* cantlearn from history are doomed to

repeat it. In China these days; a more
relevant adage might be: Those who
" choosé to learn only cerfain lessons
from history are doomed. ~ . -

‘Thats the upshot- of China’s reag-

tion to a riiling from a tribunal at The
. Hague rejecting its claims to much .of

the South"China Sea.' Government off-

~cials and state news.redia unleashed d”

blistering torrent of vitriol in response,
deridirig the ‘whole proceeding as 2
“farce” and a “brutal violation” of in-
ternational law. ‘

That attitude is an outgrowth of a

+historical hatrative propagated by the

Communist Party’s leadership—one
that may be politically convenient at
the moment, but that ultimately threat-
ens to undermine China’s rise,

The Middle Kingdom, in this telling,
had long been victimized and humili-
ated by predatory foreign imperialists,
which today still scheme to prevent the
nation from assuming its rightful place
in world affairs. The storyline stretches
back to the crushing defeats dealt to
the Qing dynasty by aggressive West-
ern powets in the 19th century, and
continues to Japan’s even more embar-
rassing invasion during World War il

. President Xi Jinpinglikes to remind ;

people of these outrages. Last year's
celebration marking the 70th anniver-
sary of the end of the war was accom-
panied by a tidal wave of anti-Japan

propaganda. Ina speech, X said that

victory “put an end to China’s national
humiliation of suffering successive de-
feats dat the hands of foreign aggressors
in modern times” SRR

The same narrative is now being

adapted for the South China Sea dis-

pute. In early July, an editorial ip the
state-run China Daily, entitled “China
Will Not Swallow Bitter Pill of Hamili-
ation”” linked today’s maritime squab-
bles to past indignities at the hands of
the West. “The days have long passed

. -when the country wasseen as the "sick

man of East Asia] whose fate was at
the mercy of a few Western powers,” it

said. The Hague tribunal, according to.

the People’s Daily, “degenerated into 2
political tool of external powers.”
There’s no denying the mistreal-
ments inflicted on China during its
past times of weakness. However, this
narrative of woe is only one version of
China’s modern history. Theres anoth-
er, no less valid narrative that Beijing
chooses not fo talk about very much.

It may not whip up nationalist fervor,
Continued on A1l




I3 actuaﬂy benefit Chi

* torical narrative, then its ap-
proach to” the “South ™ China’

|

m sea s Fra:amAQ

%,

but heedmg its Iessons Would
1;1__& ove_r_the

| iog with -
its alhes China transformed
. Ltself mto the worid second-

| largest economy and a rising .
would help forestall the anti-

:China protectionism now Tis-

superpower. Its' rapid devel-
opment would: never. have

! been possible if the US hadn’t

* opened its market to Chinese
‘he benefits“too much from

‘the rhetoric’ abnvt China’s

exports. Companies from “the
US, Japan and Europe have in-

vested heavily in China, creat- -
ing jobs and-importing know-  a stand against foreign ag-

- how. The US security presence
..in. Bast. Asia--the same.one .

Beijing considers an intoler-
able constraint—has generaliy
kept the peace in the region,
allowing China to focus on be-
coming rich.

If Beijing chose this his-

Sea would probably look dif-
ferent. It would seek to peace-
fully negotiate with its neigh-
bors and work closely with the
U.S., Japan and others rather
than characterizing them as
saboteurs of Chinese interests.
The same would be true with

«‘m‘. b

other terxjtorial disputes, for

< intance with Japan and India,
* that keep Betjing’s ne1ghb<>rs_

wary of its intentions. And
e nomlcally, “China” ‘would

1l served by réciprocat-
the openness of its trading

partners to. Chinese_business
by ireating foreign firms more
fairly in its own market. That -

ing in the west.
«.Lhe problem for Xi.is that

past victimization. By taking

gressors, he can present him-
self as a defender of Chinese . -
interests, thf_: man righting
all the wrongs of the past 200
years, Widespread support
for the government on social
media and in the press shows-
just how weﬂ that strategy is
workmg

But Xis ﬁxa‘uon on tbe' )
history of China’s humilia-
tion is threatening to swamp
the history of China’s coop-
eration. In the end, history is
what you make of it. Which
narrative China chooses may
determine how the story
ends. Bloomberg
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IT WAS an Ilegal underfalung'*"”
at the outset. When Chind seized . -
. Phﬂlppme-clmmed

' ﬂmmgh mrhtary Hught dnd intimic

shoals” in. the '

éndw shlps ﬁ‘equente& the' shoal_
m the.West Phihppme Sea now-t'

¢ dation, " Chinese’ warshxps began___
; dnvmg away. anyone’ who wWent'

_near their’ artificial stractures; and;.E
Chinese fighter jets confronted any
aircraft that entered the air space“

above the structures,

The b]ggest surprise was for Fili-
 pirio fishermen who earned their.
Living around the shodls. Chinese

ships drove them away from what,

sincé time immemorial, have al-

“ways been’ considered ‘traditional

fishing _grounds

for _ Filipinos.
Those ﬁshmg grounds are clearly -

within the exciusive economic zone

-of the Philippines pursuant to the

! United Nations Convention on the

- Law of the Sea to which, irenically,
Bejjing is o' signatory. :

China aiieged that it has a
8 right - over,- those shoals-

claimed by the Philippines; ancient

Chinese maps suggest that Chinese
presence had been in the area for
the longest time, Manila, however,

' debunked that claim by producing

an ancient Phxhppme map which

Cincludes those shoals. Since this

Philippine map is older than the
oldest Chinese map, it clearly rebuts

 China’s cartographic claim,
- Inaddition, those disputed shoals

I OFFICE GF Ti

are more proximate to Luzon than
they areto mainland China, "This fact
alone dilutes Chinas position.
Beijing’s story is also belied by
recent history, When the United
States still maintained military
bases in the Philippines, Clark Air
Base in Pampanga and Subic Bay

area,  During that period, Beijing
never protested and just kept silent.
Now that the US bases in the

Philippines- are Ieft defending the

. region, * China “flexes its military f-'ﬁi

51ons§ 1hé U9 Mannes conductedi 2l

regular. traiming - exercises in the
' -phe:msms hke peace,’_“dialogue

E ‘cooperation;” and “undérstanding”
to give the impressioi that. China is

Philippines are gone, and now that *a peaceﬁﬂ and law- abzc‘tmg natlon

the puny navy and air force.of the

to parnmpate n, the arbitration
case because it is 4 signatory to the
has not oﬂ‘ered;_;fg

! _Unclos Benm

muscle and seizes those shoals on -2nd

the hollow claim that the area be-

-Jongs-to- China by Enstonc nght

Good grief!
China even redrew the map of the

South China Sea and marked its new _
territories with the now-infamous:

nine-dash Mne boundaries, The new
map ignores the EEZs of the Phxixp—
pines and nelghbonng cotintries, It

“also tritlaterally converts' the- South -

China Sea into Befjing’s private lake.

With no military might to en-
force its rights, and having had
enough of Chinds bullying, the
Philippines brought its case to the
United Nations-backed Permanent
Court of Arbitration based in The
Hague, in the Netherlands, Nations
which resented Befjings buflying
lauded the move.

China, however, refused to pat-
ticipate in the arbitration proceed-
ings on the ground that it has sov-
ereignty over the disputed shoals,
Anticipating a ruling against it
China announced that it does not
recognize the arbitration court, and
that it would not abide by its ruling.

Iz iegal theory, China is bound

12

ternational

to: abide by i

and Bemngs ﬂaunted -nine-dash
line démarcation is injustified. As

’ expected, China was furious, de-
ﬂozmced the decision; and refused. :
_ i h{l_cewzse called
":_the arbitration” cotirt all sorgs of.”
names, and questioned the comrt’s

competence and integrity, -

Beljing’s offensive language is a
typical example of the propaganda
a communist government resorts
to whenever it runs out of valid
arguments. Anyway; Beffing’s com-
munist propaganda may work with
its regimented and brainwashed
citizens, including those in Hong
Kong, but it fails to convince Fili-
pinos and the citizens of nations
which observe the rule of law,

The worlds eves are now fo-
cused on China. Wil it abide by in-
ternational law, or will it go back to
its wicked ways as a rogue, outlaw
state when it was niot yet a member

Continued on A1

_ e_:c_)rdmg 10 the--
- arbitration court, China hés no his- -
“toric nght to the contested shoals, -

— e
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Gummumst,, From Ai@

of the Umted Natlons?

ruling of the arbitration coiirt?.

A rmilitary option 15 6ut-of the g questxon because-

the Armed Forces of the Phﬁlppmes is ot i1 & posi-
tion to wage war against the communist glant. This
leaves diplomacy as the only practical option available
to Manila. Since international public opinion is cur-

rently against China, Manila should pursue quiet talks

with Beifing for the purpgse of giving Beijing & grace-
ful exit. Manilas diplomats for this purpase should not
include the likes of Senator Antanio Trillares IV, who
is considered by political arialysts as pro-Beijing, -

If the diplomatic option fails, Manila can still
take sclace in the knowledge that Betiing will suffer

from a serious cred1b111ty ptoblem-in the eyes of
‘the world community if ot comply with
. international’ law. The comp umst'ccmntry that i

Meanwhile, how will the Ph:hppmes enforce the : _' is, China is very concerned about it mtemauonal
SR - ithage.. Being fulnerable in that aspect;’ Chlna may'
-be compelled to ease up’ ‘on J,ts pesmon Of course,

- only timewill tell

Meanwhile, Foreign Affa:rs Secretary Perfecto
Yasay should stop giving press conferences about
the case. Even before.the arbitration court arrived
at its decision, Yasay has been making public state-
ments which suggest that he is afraid of displeasing
Beijing. Restraint and sobriety in the afiermath
of our court victory may be prudent, but a public
display of pessimism by the nation’s top diplomat
during a joyous occaston for the Filipino people is

uncalled for.

[
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% July 2016 Pahina

sahdd sa'mga emp!t?/_ado ng gobyernd. Kaiiahgan may
" “panggagalingan ang agdag-sahod naiyan. At bakit ga
pulis at sundalo fang ang dadagdagan ng sahod? Mara-
ming emplayado ng gobyerno ang nararapat bigyan din ng
dagdag-sahod, tulad ng mga.giro ng pampublikong_pas-
r?!an»a 492 gurSgD mrga .05911‘?:1 ng g@?ygr,no,{ Mga.e?
POl ees : - : .. Pleyadong ibat ibarig a ensiyd.-Ang kadi ang'mgatrabahp.
_ Wa[ a S8 201 7 budge‘t "7 aykasing halaga rfning-mga:‘trabahoi:ng'puh‘s at suhdalo.

o RGN R TR -Ayon'pa kay Diokno, baka kailangang Isantab.na muna
LUMABAS'na"ang halaga ng biic gef-para'fsa?ﬂ‘_f 7Bi- ang pagbilj g mga kagamitan para sa AFRR:Ang-problema -
nanggit ni-Budget SOCTetdary Befjamih Biokno' na wala' raw ngayon ay mas malaki ang-pengiyonng mga retira-
-58 budget ang pagdoble ng sahod ng g’ pulis at sundalo. dong sundaio-kaysa 5a mMga hasa serbisyo. Kontra na-
Ang pagdobie ng sahod para sa.mga pulis at stndalo ay ipi- . man ito sa ipinangako ni Diterte sa-Philippine:Air Force
nangako i, Président Diderte noang nangampanya. Pero ga- Jhoong andbersaryo rila na “matatanggap nila ang lahat ng-
hun nga, hindi ito matutupad basta-basta"Ang anangyayari kanilang kafiangan” Eroplaniohy pandigma any kailangan
ay'_ma'kak"étanggap_'ng‘dagda'gréé'hoci ang mgapulis at  ng PAF laio na'tnanalo na tayo sa kaso atkallangang ban-
sundalo sa darating ha faon, batay se Salary Standar- tayan ang ating EFZ. - L e
dization Law na isirabatas nj dating President Aguino. Malaki na raw ang utang ng gobyerho sa mga pensiyo-
"Dagdag pa i Diokno, ang pag-tioble Ng mga sahod ng pulis  nadong pulis at sundalo, Af dahif tila mas manaba ang bu-
at sundalo ay baka abutin ng limang taon, hindi “kaagad” hay NG mga refirado, patuloy ang pagtanggap ng pensyon,
na tifa ipinangako ni Dutérte. Pag-aaralan parindawang Ginawang hafimbawa Al Diokno si dating Fidel Ramosna
karagdagang “hazard pay” ui "allowances” para sa kanila, buhay ps raw hanggang ngayon. Kailangang pag-tsapan

- Hindi rin naman talaga ganun kadal ‘magdagdag ng - (Sundan sa pahina 5) - '

KKA LANG?... Muia pahina ¢ - o

ang sitwasycng ito, dahil mapupunta tamang sa -
baka dumating ang pa-  pagbayad g mga pensi-
nahon na malaking por- yor. Pampabigat palasa ¢
sivento ng nakatakdang gobyerno ang mahabang |
budgst para sa miitar ay  buhay. I

——

7}4 ———a em e
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: -(Ba!angas Cxty Sports Center)
-2 priv-- F2 Lugistics vs Petron
_. 4 pm - RC Cola vs Generika
6 m --Standard Insurance vs Fo!on

PRIM}'NG up fur rhmr r,nuch annmpated cIash this v eekend )
Logistics and RC Cola-Ariny seek fo inchcloser o a firstround sweep
whenthey piay separate foes in ﬂchluJJppmaSupernga A}I-Plhpmo
E Cor;femnca today atthe Batangas City Sports Center. 7
* TheCargoMovers batile Petron at 2p.m. whjle thaLady Troopers
_take on Generika at 4:p.m. .
i+ Foto tHes to ightén its hold 1 in the upper han of the stamimg
whernitclashes with Standard Insura.ucewNaw at6p n. tocap thﬂﬁrsi i
. .omﬂoktownplaydatcofthcscason . e e e e e - . ST
: 'Ihehlockbuazermp?e—headersspaﬂoﬁhecﬁy swaeb]ongSubhan
chuva} :
L Two heavywmghts tupped to dominate due 1o their Inaded roster
. andimpressive chemistry, the Cargo Movers and-the Lady Troopess
.rernain on top of the standings with a 5-0 slate while the Tri-Acfjv %
Spikers are running third with 4-1 card. :
- The Tornadoss and the Life Savers, who have 3-3 and 2-4 marks
respectively, are in the midéle of the pack agthey try [ rmpmva their
_ standing beading into second round.
- Avigtory by B2 Logistics and RC Cola will no’i only k%p ihem o
: :spotiess:hut Al zlig snpply them with much-needed. confidence .-
“entering arque'ema!ch-up diel attheend of ﬁaeﬁrst roundon E
Saturday, .. "
TheCa.rgGMm'ers who arecom\ng oﬁ a26-24, 25 16 25 léwm
over the Corvettes last Sunday, will focus fixst on the defending
champions before sTogging it out with the Lady Troopers. .
“Petron is a dangercus team. We know that it wants to gét back
ontop. Sowehaveiowork hardand beseady forall the challeagesthey
will throw at us,” said F2 Logistics mentor Ramil de Jesus. )
Echoing de Jesus' mindset,
RCCola-ArmycoechKungfu Reyesisvety much awamlhatoﬂzerteams
are 0w very eager t¢ tike them down. .
“Other teams arengw preparing forus,” said Reyes m{)men[s am‘,r
his troops downed Foton, 25-20, 27-25, 23-25, 25-20, last Saterday,
“Wecan't afford to be complacent. We havetodo ourpart and prepare
because other teams are getting more serfous {0 beat us.’
Also, the league will announce the fourth local member of the PSL
All-Stars competing in the FTVB Women's Club World Champion-
ship from Oct. 18 to 23 at the Mall of Asia Arena.
Jovelyn Gonzagaand Rachel Anne Daguisof the Lady Troopers and
KimFajardoof the Cargo Movers were earlierchosen for the team that
will campaign in the prestigious leagne against the best clubteamsia
the world, including reigning champion Rexona Ades of Brazil,
European titlis! Pomi Casalmaggiore of Italy and Asian supremo
Bangkok Glass of Thailand.
“We're stillinthe process of getting the coaches’ input,” said PSL
president Ramon 'Tats' Suzara. Theodore Jurado
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Army beefs up Central Negros forces

Fror the Visevar Dally 5187 (Ju 18] Army beefs up Centrai Negros forces

The 11th Infantrv Battalion in central Negros, where a series of killings perpetrated by the New People's Army had

occurred in the pasi months, receved augmeniation from the Army's 3rd Infantry Division.

Col. Francisco Detfin, 303rd Infantry Brigade commander. confirmed on Saturday that the 1118 was reinforced by
a2 DRC (Division Regonnaissance Company) unit of 3iD.

The NA Leonardo Panaligan Command recently claimed responsibility for the killing of Councilor Crispin Posadas
in [sabela, the assassination of Magdaleno Grande, a political campaign leader, and former Army Msal. Armando
Secuvya in Moises Padilla. and the raid of the hacienda owned by Mavor Enrique Montilla, also in {sabela. all in

central Negros.

sc rian reform beneficizries died in senarate encouniars and

mer were killed in an ambush in Candon iowr early ihis

ir: northem Negros. five Army soldiare ang two
aids in Sagay and Escalante citizs. while hw
vear. police records show.

Delfin. whe nosied the Mediz Funsnoo: Game C gt the 303ro infaniry Brigads firing renoe i Auroe. sag
they have been conducting an isigng-wide o no nersonne from detachments that nave heen
degctiveled
"Somie defachiments nad been deactivaies becsuse we want our soidisrs’to be highlv michils, s thevtar
immedigtely react jf there is 2 repori on the presence of an armed groun,.” he said
"They should not siay in one area forlong” Delin scdec

lszhele Mavor Eangue Montilie had f‘r:.:-: ~aooriconal Ay oelEshimeni 1 e put up i ssbeie, folluwing

T other NFA-reiatec activities in his town.

the assassination of Posadgas and the o

Posadas is slatec ¢ be buried 1odav at the Isahelz pubiic cemstery, yath full milliary honers being 5 former
member of the Philkppine Army.

Chiel Inspeclor Anthony Grande, isabela police chiel said they are now on red alert, as security wik be tight in the

burial of Posadas

N www visavandgiveidn. vt eo 1o ddiy 0

e
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS | 44 rebel surenderees, an addition to AFP’s feat of
SUCccess

i

Camp Aquino, Tarlac City— Forty-four {44 New People's Army (NPA! rebels from Pampangs are
to the Philippine Army ang finally handed over 1c the government authority of Pampanges Provinciat Caphtol togay July 18,

& voluntarily surrendered

2076,

This is another Teal of success for Northern Luzon Command (NOLCOM} AFP in addition to the sixty-nine NPA rebei
surrenderees at Luhusgan Kalings or July € 2016, This new achievemnent was made possible through the persistent anti-
insurgency campaign and colianorative efforts :," Governor Lilie Pineda. Msyor Norbertz Gamboe of Sle. Ane towr ang Maio!
Ericson Buiosan of the Cive Relgtions Service. AFP
The saic forme’ repels riag igeC ailesiance 1o the | & e whiingness o supmil e the governmen:

authorities.
Earber fodey. Maor Bulpsar of CREAFF saig

time when AFP Chiel General Ricarde K Visavs
F’emparnga. Me surrenaered 2 ther Lisutenam Colone Visave last 2004 unon realizing the ha

,...

hat Meyor Gamibog was knowr {o be & rebe: during the

it: the Ccmmaﬂom of 68 Infaniry Betialion, Philippine Army hased in
rdchip anc futiity o7 the armeds

struggle

NOLCOM. AFF looke forwarg ¢ more rebeis who wiil surrender their armec struggie as Mavor Gamboa urges other rebels in
the communist movemen! to surrender and abandon armed struggle anc becoms productive members of the society. He as
well a5 the rest of the surrenderees. is lving proof that there 15 & chance for g belier ang peaseful life for those whe retur to

the Toid of lave.

This is the sezonc batch
July 2076 The last was the 68 members of NPA who surrencered last 08 July a!l Heaoquarters 510,

of NPAs in NOLCOWM ares of responsibility who surrendered (e the military forces for this month of

5T
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Indonesian sailors abducted in Malaysian waters join hostages in Panamao:
Minister

From: the Jakarla Post iJui 18 Indonesian sailors abducted in Malaysian waters join hostages in Panamac: Minister

Three |ndonesian sallors recently abducted in Malaysian waiers have been relocated to Panamao. Jolo Island.
Scuthern Philippines, where they are reported to have joined four other hostages kidnapped by g Filiping militant

aroup in late June, Defense Minister Ryamizard Rvacudu said,

"They have been separated into two groups. There are now seven hostages being heid in Panamag [...] three
others remain at Lapac island, about 64 kilometers away,"Rvamizard said on Monday.

The hostages that remain st Lapac Isiand were kidnapped along with the other four in Philippine waters on June
20. They were transferred o Lapac Isiand one week before another group of Indenesian sailors were abducted in

Mzlaysian waters on July 9, Ryamizard said.

Based on information obtained from both the Philippines Defense Ministry and the Malaysian Defense
Ministry on Saturday, the condition of the three sailors remains healthy. Some of the seven sailors abducted in

late June are reporied to be unwell, Ryamizard said.

He is scheduled to depart for a bilateral meeting in Kuala Lumpur with the Malaysian Defense Minister on
Tuesday. The Phiiippines Defence Minister will join them on Thursday for a trifateral meeting on maritime

security in regional waters,

The three ministers alsc plan fo discuss 2 joint Navy exercise scheduled ahead of join! sea patrol
implementation and the mechanism of naval vessels to guard tughoats exporting goods between the

-neighboring countries,
http //www thejakartapost.com/news/2016/07/1 8/indonesian-sailors-abducled-in-maleysian-waters-ioin-
hostages-in-panamag-minisier.html

7%
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Duterte’s displacement strategy
From the Asia & Pacific Policy Society Policy Forum (dui 18}): Duterte’s displacement strategy (By Joseph

Franco)

Wil the President s tactics tackie the Abu Sayyal Group?

Will Durterte's promised ‘shock and awe campaigh against the Abu Sayval Group yield results? Joseph Franco
explains.

Newly-elected Philippine President Rodrigo Duterie's ascent to Malacafang heightened expectations that the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) will be defeated. The nascent administration has yet to unveil a strategy for doing this. aside

from promises of a day of reckening and ashock and awe campaign. Nonetheless. the President's decades-long
stint as mayor provides glimpses of what could be called the ‘Duterte dispiacement strategy’ that was used to

keep Davao Cily relatively safe from militants.

A recent spate of beheadings and kidnappings by the ASG has raised concerns over the Philippines” ability o
keep western Mindanao safe. Attacks targeting shipments of coal from Indonesia to Filipino coal-fired power
plants had uppec the stakes. Jakarle subsequently placed a moratorium on exports to the Philinpines unless there

is a ‘guarantee of security’” from Manilz.

For the various ASG factions. kidnap-for-ransom activities provide invaiuable financiaf resources. Using the
discourse of milicant [ihad. the ASG had been able (o wrangle millions of dollars in ransomr pavments over the
years. ldeology Is expiolied as the justification for violence rather thar acting as the inherent griver of confliot,
Even with the sxpiicil policy of not paying ransom mones for the release of hastages, Manila has not deterred

¢ entenched in the southern Philippines. Witk low fevels of human development
& many fighting-age males see membership with the ASG as ine mos: expedien

& kidnapping industry beaomis

gl
_and grinding poverty in the sre
veay fo eamn g fiving,
Infight of Duterte’s hard-line stance against crime. including allegations of involvement in vigilante killings by what
hes been called the "Davac Death Sguad’: his way of dealing with organises msurgent groups is somewhat
curious In the late 1980s. Davac City was considerec the communist New Peopie's Army's INPL; Droving ground
for ite urban operaiions. Military and poiice personnel ived under the threat of assassination by armed parlisans.
coltoquially known as ‘sparrows’. To deal with the rising death toll. Duterie entered into aliances with local NPA

commanders. For instance. notorious NPA commander Leoncio Pitac was considered a friend by Duterte,
Notwithstanding Pilac's numerous indictments for murder ang extortion. foliowing his death Dulerte even gave

Pitac e herp ¢ buria! and promised 1o extend assistance to the latter's next of kin.

More broadly. NPA cadres anc fighters were aliowed to seek respite from Philippine military ofiensives within
Davao a8 1ong a8 they did not commy vidlence within the city renire Dulerie further entrenched this uneasy
peace by paying what the NPL calls ‘revoiutionary tax” and in 2012 encouraged focal businesses 1o do likewise.
Davao s role as refuge and resource base for the NPA coincided with the diminished activity of NPA sparrows.

instead assassinations of military and police officers in the city occurred in the adjacent provinces of Eastern

Mindanao.

IUis therefore no surprise that even with the violence waged by the ASG. members of the Duterte cabinet were
keen to extend an clive branch. Presidential peace adviser Jesus Dureza claimed that he was approached by an
ASG member Muammar Askali based in Suju Province, known {0 be keeping a Norwegian hosiage captive.
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Abu Sayyaf abductions: Expert says insider info likely

From Free Malaysia Today (Jul 19): Abu Sayyal abductions: Expert says insider info likely

Terrorologist Paneir Selvam questions how militants know exactly when and where to carry out abductions

despite police patrolling the area.

PETALING JAYA: An expert in the field of terrorism and counter-terrorism has pointed 1o the likelihood of insiders
being responsible for the Abu Sayvals streak of success in abducting locals and foreigners in Sabah waters

recenily.

Terrorologist R Paneir Selvam told FMT insider information was a possibility, given that all the kidnapping-for-
ransom incidents carried out by the southern Philippines militant group appear 10 have taken place without a

hiccup.

“Without an insider. how is it possible that the miliants know exactly the right time and spot to carry out their

abductions”?

“They manaoced this even with police patroliing the areas involved, The information must have comg from the

inside.” he fold FMT.

counter the threat of the Abu Sevyell that !

*Sabah waisrs a7e porous and difficull 1o protect. sc the pasple nesd o be the eves and ears of the authoriues,
“The problem now s thai they (the people: fee! disassocialec from the autharities.

“But the authorities have to realise that their cusrent stralegies are unsuccessiul. so why not fully ufilise the high
number of locals who have batter access to whatever is happening on the ground?”

Paneir. whe is also 2 lecturer in terrorism at HELP University. was commenting on the abduction of three

Indonesian saiiors eadier this month.

The inciden: is the iatest in a kidnapping spree. having occurred less than & month after seven Indonesian

crewmen of & ship were laken hostage by two different Philippine militant groups and held on different islands in

. P e T o
southiein Fhilppnss.

hitn e freemalavsiaioday.com/eaiegorynalion’ 201670771 8/ahu-sayyal-ahgustions-expent-says-insider-info-

likely/
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Abu Sayyaf prisoner shoots police chief in Basilan province
From the Mindanao Examiner {Jul 18): Abu Sayyal prisoner shoots police chief in Basilan province

A police chief was shol and wounded on Monday by an Aby Sayval prisoner who grabbed his gun white under

custody in the restive province of Basilan, officials said.

The attacker. Mannan Abubakar, was eventually killed. but not after he shot Senior Inspector Gean Gallardo,
the police chief of Lamitan City, Galiardo was rushed tc hospital from a gunshol wound.

It was urknown how Abubakar managed to snatch the officer’s gun and the regional police office has nolissued
any statement on the incident. Abubakar was facing a string of criminal charges ~ from murder 1o terrorism,

H was the second time that an Abu Savyaf attacked his escort. Just recently. a member of the militant Abu Savyal
aroup orabbed the weapon of his army escort Seraeant Carlite Masologruz, of the 18" Infantry Batizlion. and shol

him dead in Tioe-Tino town alsc in Basilan,

The shooter was alsc killed by other soitiers before he cer fire sgain

The infantrymen diec instantly from the stiack (nat heppened while soldiers were transporting the miliant w
fthe incident. but had confirmad it ThE

they captured in Tipo-Tipo town. The military declinec ¢ provide details of the in

Philiosing Army alsc did not relesse any statement on e incident.

hilp. /mindanaoexaminer.com abu-sayvval-prisoner-shoote-police -chiel-in-ba silan-provinge/
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Mindanao stakeholders hopeful for peace under Duterte gov’t
From the Philippine News Agency (Jul 18): Mindanao stakeholders hopeful for peace under Duterte gov't

Members of civil society, including those from the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM],
cathered in a multi-stakeholders’ consultation last July 15 to discuss the prospects of the peace process
under the administration of President Rodrigo R. Duterte, expressing strong hopes for the attainment of

security, justice, and development across Mindanao,

Titled "Prospects on Journey to Peace under the Duterte Administration,” the forum was grganized and
convened by Miriam College-Women and Gender Institute (MC-WAG in cooperation with the Unites
States Embassy in the Philippines, the Philippine Center for Islam and Democracy (PCID). and the Center

for Legislative Development (CLD).

-Prasident Duterie has reopened and restaried the peace negotiations with the Lefi. He also offered vital Cabinel
pasitions to the Left and appointed persons for negotiations " said MC-WAG] Executive Director Atty. Aurora De
Dios during her opening remarks. referring to the renewad peace negotiations with the National Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDFP}, the political arm of the Communist Party of the Philippines {CPP) and its armed wing

the New People's Army (NF A3

“Prasident Duterts i pushing for federalism and coniinuoush talking with the MILF [kiorg
and the MNLF (orc National Liberatior: Front).” she added. o '

in many cocastons. Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP] Secreiary Jesus Durezs
has pul to rest reservations on whether ihe Duterie administration would honor the gains achieved in the peace
process. “VWe build on every brick on the ground. There is so much that has been done already. The message is
continuity. and this is for the FiIipinc} petlple, Enahling peace is & work for g lifetime, llis & continubus work.”

Civil society organizations represented in the forum include Nooru Salam; United Nations Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women); the Gaston Z. Criigas Peace Institute
(GZOP): Balay Rehabilitation: Women Engaged in Action on 1325 (WE Act 4228): Council for the Welfare
of Children: GenPeace Youth Network: Kasibulan; and the Initiatives for internationaf Dialogue (IID}.
Parthers of the Women's Peace Collective (WPC) from Basilan, Cotabato, ianao del Norte, Sulu, Tawi-

Tawi. and Zamboanga were aiso represented,
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Previous peace adviser Teresita Quintos Deles, together with former Bangsamoro Transition
Commissioner Atty. Raissa Jajurie, provided attendees with a situational analysis on what has been
achieved in the peace process with the MILF, with Jajurie focusing on possible means of inoving forward.

“Whether the current administration would pursue the legisiative track of the peace process of subsume it under
the call for federalism, what is imporiant to note is that the MiLF and MNLF have shown their commitment to
arrive al a peace resolution to the conflict in Mindanao,” Jajurie explained. "Whatever road map is adopted, it

should be able to lead to the resolution of the Bangsamoro Question.”

The MILF and the MNLF recently released a joint statement vowing to “come together with 2 unified action to work
at common goals and objectives to engage with the new Philippine adminisiration.”

The two Moro fronts were aiso tapped recently by the Department of Interior ano Loca! Government {(ILG} o
assist the government's campaign against iliegai drugs in their respactive communities and strongholds.

Change from within

CiD Presicent Aming Rasul whe servec as the foruim s resource PErson S eMerging 1ssues ¢ women and
peace in the ARMM, saic that peopie ir the AR should also be willing to change.and improve themseives in
order for Presiden: Duterie’'s peace anc development inftiatives to bear fruits.

“Not fust because President Digong saig Change 1s coming means that it will happen without doing amvthing
ourselves. It says 1 the Quran thai God will only change the condition of man if man makes changes for himseli.
“This means we-alsc need to have attitudinal change within ourselves.” sald Rasul, hightighting sociogconomic
realities in the ARIMM such as how majorily of the people live below the poverty threshold and thal incidences of

ifiteracy and joblessness remain high.

Recoonizing the need for socioeconomic ntesventions. Dureza had eariier commented un the nesd for peace
dgividends to accompany the peace process it is not enough that we have signed peace agreements. it wili not be
sustainabie. We must couple it with development. In other words. when you sigh egreements. you must always
make the people feel thal there are dividends for peace because it is development that will sustain all these

gains.”
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