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E'y jdneM Aurelio
: 'THOU shall not kill.

- The Sixth Commandment is the message for
Preszdent Duterte that will emanate from a Mass :

whlch the Archdiocese of Manila will hold to-
morrow afternoon as he delivers his first State of
the Nation Address (Sona) to Congress.

The Mass wills mark the_ Duterte admmwtranons war
L'hmg of the’ “Huwag Katig ~on illegal drugs. - '

Pt 1

Papatay” (Thou Shall Not Kill)
campaign, which aims to bring
together the families of the vic-
tims of extrajudicial killings
that have come with the

These people—drug users,
pushers and dealers—can no

longer change their ways be- _

cause they are already dead,

according to an official of the

#5ONADGID

Archdiocese of Manila.

God. But because of this (the
extrajudicial killings), there’s
no more fove because there’s
no more life who will ask for
forgiveness and mercy,” Fr, Ati-

 Year of ‘Merey, that we have. ‘& - killings and

“chance of showing our love of

Iano Fajardo said o cver Radie'_
" Veritds yesterday

" Fajardo is tHe, dlrector of the

- Manila archdiocese’s Public Af--
- fairs Ministry, which will hold -
the Mass at St. Vincent de Paul
‘Church on “San’~ Marceimo

Street in Ermhita distrier.”

i The Mass, which will start at-

Sp.m., zncludes prayers for the

“We believe, especially in the- __'.v1ct1ms of the extrajudicial

olice operations '
and their families. "
Churchgoers have been
asked to wear black and bring
candles for a program that will
start at 4:30 p.m., by -which
CHURCH/ A4
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Churc h Thou shall not kill

From pageA} _ o

begun to address Congress. ™
Since Mz Duterte took ofﬁce on

June 30, more than:300 suspect- -

ed drug users, pushers and deal-

ers have been killed by police or

\ngﬂaﬁ.tes across the Philippines; -
More than 10,000 drig depen—
dents have turned themselves in

to police out of fear for their lives. - . _
shifts marked “Hz uwag kang Pa:,’

: pata_y” and ‘posters will be put
schools; churches .and'

- During the campaign for the
May 9 presidential election,

Mr. Duterte promised to'stamp .

out illegal drugs and wipe-out

crime within the first six

months of his presidency. .

“MrDuterte; who has  been  run
Titked to vigilarite killings in  me:
~Davao City, where he served s
. mayor for 23 years, gave the po-
licé the go-signal for a-merciless
campaign . against drugs even

_ _before he took office:

‘Catholic Church ofﬁmais have :
slammied the “lack of moral out: .
cry” among the public over the . f

o 'klﬂm _ o_f dmg suspects
Robbed of their nghts

Fajarde said the killings were

_equivalent to robbing the sus-

pects of their right to due pro-
.cess and a chance to change
their lives. _

“We will pray for the souls of

T ours%aln brother@ We invite the
" families” of “those slain to at-

time Pre51dent Duterte wﬂi have

tend " Fajardo said. .

“Hesaid he would rnake a per—

' sonaI appeal t6 Mz Duterte cofi-”
certing the'extrajidicial killings.
Masses will be held at St; Vin:

“cent de Paul Church every last

. Monday of the month as part of
the campaign against extvajudi-
cial killings, Fajardo said.
=Campaigners will wear black -

up i

g pubhc vehicles to drum up sup~'
port for the ¢campaign o
““There will be talks and fe~ :

normal; -We are .consolidating

-all [opponents] of extra}udmal.
kiltnizs,” Fajardo said. :

- “We denounce the extrajudl-

'czal killings ‘happening in the
country, doneé by mern-in-wm--
y vigilantes and ‘other.’ =
. nder the baton’ of the * Bast
" maestro, We uphold due pro-

“cess-of faw and the dignity of

form .

human life,” he said.

- The latest to fall in the gov-
‘ernment’s narcotics campaign
was asuspected drug lord, Chi-
nese national Meco Tan, who
was killed by police in Valen-

Killings are}'becommg the” new'{' -

P

- zuala C1ry early on Fnday L
" Mt Duterte has said some 104+
- cal officials, mcludmg EOVernors -
'__and mayors, are among the pros;
teetors of drug syndicates, ali; .
,though he has not named theni: ;.r:
~ Yesterday, - Basﬂan Bishop,
Martin® Jumoad urged Mty
Duterte t0 name those local Ofsr
ficials' in' his. " address to
Congrass tOrmoTrow. :

.-of ‘the Nation - Addrcss} the
_names of those governors an
mayors allegediy coddling ill
~gal drug syndicates i Jumo
: said inastatement.. - :
Mt Duterte has named ﬁve

: legedlyprotecung drugsyn ¢ :
‘Thefive officials—Chief Supt.:
Bemardo Diaz, retired Deputy Di->
“rector General Marcelo Garbo, Te-!
~tired - Chief *Supt,” Vicerite  Loot, "
‘Chief ‘SuptJoel - Pagdilao and_
Chief Supt. Edgardo Tinfo-—tave:
denied the President’s accusations. |
.':Romb o Bi ;

-“]-want to hear in the [States *

‘saying Mr Duterte should
spect the rule of law in his cam~
‘paign against drugs.’ '

“ hope he will respect human
rights by not introducing the:
death penalty and by following-
the rule of law in punishing
drug offenders,” Bastes said.
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' 'm15s1on {NTC) had for—I-'
. mally assigned. code

#9117 a5 the national.
emergency- hotline
niimber beginning next’
_moni:h m’ compliance”
Swith a-directive from -

_-_l’fetszdent Duterte.

In Memorandum -

Circulat (MC) 06-07-
2016 dated July 21, the

missiuner

shallbe
-'for the 118 “of. the Phﬂlp—__
pine government, while
“ Memorandum Order 07+
- 07-2016" datéd July 20
.c;tlpulatecz the use of code’
911 as emergency hotline

Hmber nationwide:

“Fromy Aug. 1, HOJE}'

%H pubhc telec:om“\u-
mca’nons entities shali

_ “Tiirn 1o Page 9

CGamaliel  Cordoba

Page: 1

Fhe agrrenmeiid molodes & ey

FEmergency”?
From Page 1

17 calls to the exisling
PATROL 117 Conunand Cenler
untll the new 917 Command
Center is established and made
operational. Plhiereatter, ail ‘911"
callg shall be routed to the 911
Command Center,” NTC Com-

oty 791

sabd. :

Parlier this month, PLDT
and Globe Telecom signed an
agreement with the Depart
ment of the Interior and Local
Government, the Department
of Information and Communi-
cations Technology and NIC
for a transition o the new @1l
sy sh_m from the existing Pa-
trol 117

onvmendation for Doterie o s
st g eno ve arder transtor-
ring the authority of the curient
Potrol 117 Connndssion o a udw
boyal entity Lo haradle the 2 svs
Lo,

In i'_fid\-'fmtf'i’[.\“ whore the Presy
dent brad served asinavor for de
Gt Bas Beon i iase

o
S T IR N oule

dur o Jong Uime Jor guich emers

HEnoy E'L"S]'H)Hht“
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i Byjlgger jerusalem
o 'InquzrerMmdanao '

CAGAYAN DE ORO CTITY-Au-

' ‘thorities arrested -a former
" Lanao del Sur mayor who al-
- legedly heads a drug syndicate
that “operates in five, of Min-
danao’s six regions, her sol-
dier-husband and several other
- suspects during a raid here on
Saturday.
The Philippine Drug Enforcg-

- mient Agency (PDEAJ:in- North-

T Bt Mmdanao ‘tonsidered- the

- arfest of former Maguing towi-

mayor Johaira Abinal as one of

its major accomphshments in

the antidrug campaign of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte. ‘

Armed with a search war-

. rant issued by a local judge, op-

. eratives of the PDEA and the

- “Cagayan dé Oro Gitypolice-of- -
" fice stormed the ‘compound”

owned by Abinal and her hus-

band, Army Maj. Suharto

Macabuat in Grand Balion in

Barangay -Kauswagan here

around 11 a.m.

~ Major Macabuat is assigned
te the thppme Army head—

mrarrare in Bare Banifacin

L _dmduals also reside, w;exe pack..;-__
ets of suspected shabu WEighmg'-

200 grams, cash and a .45 cai :
pistol with live ammunition. -

Also arrested during the
operation was Sonny Santi-
can, also an aileged member
of the drug ring, and six other
individuals. '

Adrian Alvaro, PDEA Notth-
ern Mindanao chlef told re-

. porters.that the former mayor
_heads the Abinal drug ring, de~

scribed as-the: biggest supplier:

“of shabu in the regions: of

Southern Mindanao, Northern
Mindanao, Caraga, Central
Mindanao and the Autonomous
Region in Muslim ‘Mindanao
(ARMM).

“They (Abinal drug groap)
aredealing drugs n bulk Al .
varosaid.” :

“If the o:cders are huge [the
payment is done] through bank
to bank transactions, and on
consignment basis,” Alvaro said.

Alvare said the group obtains
its supply from Chinese drug

fords in Manila and has beenin
the illegal Arne trade for the
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: }OHAIRAAbmai aﬂegedlythe
in'Min

past 15 years.

“Thig is the first time group
members had been arrested,”
he said. '

Abinal denied involvemnent in

_drug trafficking.

Virknr Tatmee Van warnad, the

iggestsy
do, talks to reporters foliowing her arvest by narcotics agents -
in Cagayan 'de'ﬁro City. Beside her is husband’ Maj. § Suharto Macabuat. :

-Jn-Gldn;. Sarangani, Mayor. ..

pliet of drugsinfive regfcm_“

1,693 confessed drug users and
pushers, who surrendered there
on Wednesday, against refurn-
ing to their illegal activities.

“If they abide by the terms
and conditions of their surren-

der, the local government will do
-\’.Mhnfmmf 1f— talnd tn haln them

shoulder other funeral experns- -

o cemetery Iots free. coffins and

free funeral servieces ‘for slain
drug suspects, Yap said the, mu-
nicipal. government would. also.

s served diiting the wake.
“Their family will be spared

‘the funeral expenses,” he'said.

Yap said ‘those who would
permaneﬁﬂy stop their " vices :
andigetout of the drug tradeal-

‘ter their surrender would be. -
given' free rehabilitation and’-

technical training programs.
_ He also offered interest-free

loans from his own pocket for

“retired” drug pushers so they
could “start “new - “Hisifiesses;

“Those Wantmg o 1ook for jobs
"in other areas or abroad would:’
- also be provided financial cash
-assistance to defray their ex-

penses in applying forjobs.

“ say to you now and I won’t
say it again: reform or rest for-
ever in peace,” Yap said. Witha
1t from Allan Nawal,_lnu
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~ing ofﬁcer of the'Army 5 402nd Infant
-..-Bmgade'saxd that. ﬂ’llS was throughz 8!

CHts time to. put anend {o the pres-
ence. of NPAS m Mahmono tom sald_

M : : S the conduct_of t‘ne eries £
i “Investors aiready demed usandwe ~ youth leadership summits to the young'
“miist not allow the next gerierations to - adults, we empowered them and created.
 face difficulty infinding jobs justbecause - - awareness on their role in naﬁon—buﬂci—
they camefromanNPA mﬂuenced fown. mg ” he said. (Mlke U Cnsmtmdo)
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their 1 Way ""

Le gislanv@ Biiﬂdmg durmg the State of the N ation
ona) of Pre51d”_ 1tD luterte tomorrow‘

stopover in
buses carried dele
- ferent leftist
% in Mindanao

! -'Sona under the Arroy
i .Aqumo ‘adminisirations

been blacked from. proceeduig'
: ok

a:»\":\)

'started a five ay-travei'to Qte-
.zon Gity hoping 10 presenta 15-

da’toMr. Dufarts tormoriov

point “Mindanag Peopit, ] l\gen

Al Indayia;: of Gabriela:
and secretaz‘v general of1 he Mo-

unng

of Mr. bt,_zterte pmpeopie
progressive palicie

-.--_Thé march; dubbed Marila

'bgy arl, is being led by Gabrie
‘and. other leftist groups, like
Kﬂu&ang Mavt) Uno (KMU

n r1ght advo.
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“ByTovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

EMBERS of the Mak-
abayan Bloc in the House
‘of Representatwes are

pushmg for a re
the abrogation of th

fenseCooperation Agreement (Edca)” '

between the United States and the
Repubiac of the Philippines (RP)."
InHouse Resclution 31, Party—hst
Reps Ariel Casilao of Anakpawis,
¢ Carlos Zarate of Bayan Muna and
- Erimide Jesas of Gabrielasaid Edca
violates the Philippines’s sovereign-
ty, imperils the geopolitical situa-
tion in the West Philippine Sea and
endangersthelivelthood of farmers,

~fense Secretary Voltaire T. Gazrnin
and US Ambassador to the Philip-
pines Philip Goldberg in Manila on
April28,2014, justbefore thearrival
of US President Barack Obama.

The lawmakers said the growing
US military presence in the Philip-

__pines has negatively affected the

"country’s international relatlons
with other countries, such as China,

~ “Chineseaggressionintheregion
correspondingly heightens as al-
readyshown in thelatter’sincursive
moves in the West Philippine Sea,
its banning of Filipino fisherfolk in
the Panatag Shoal, andits construc-
tion of man-made airstrips in the
Fiery Cross Reef, Spratly Istands,”
they added.

They said the continued US mili-
tarypresenceinthe countrythrough
Edca complicates and even jeopar-
dizes the country’s claim to the West
Philippine Sea.

Moreover, prior to the signing,

thelawmakerssaidthe details of.the
agreementwerenotmadepublicand
the preparatorymeetings conducted
by the departments of Foreign Af-
fairs and National Defense, and Of-

fice of the President regarding the
“drafting of the Framework Agree-

ment for the Increased Rotational
Presence, which started waybackin
2011, were kept secret,

They said the joint RP-US Ba-
likatan Exercise through the years
have affected the communities of
farmersand Aetatribesmenaround
Camp O Donnell and Crow Valley
mountain range in Capas, Tarlac;
around{lark AirBaseinPampanga;
the Fort Ramon Magsaysay mili-
taryreservationin NuevaEcija;and
other areas in the country.

“These military exercises also
affect the fishermen’s commu-
nities in Subic and San Antonio,

HIRCRAFT, shootmg stars and planets, are visible from the flight deck of the Navy’s only forward:

. fishermen and tribal comrunities... ... deployed alrcraft carrier USS Rona!dﬁeagan{(w 76) asit fransits the Luzon Strait. Ronald Reagan !Sthﬁ

‘Bdca‘was s1gned by former De-

Ieg1slator9 added _
" Theysaidthe countrywas trans-

* flagship of Carrier Stnke Grovip 5 and i is o patrolin the E!S Seventh Fieet area af respunsiblizty suppamng :
" secirity and stab:hty i the Indo-Asia- Paoﬁcregmn. USNAVY PHOTG : e =

Zambales, around Sangley Pointin
Cavite, Mactan Air Base in Cebu,
SanJose, Antique, Puerto Princesa
Cityand Cyster Bayin Palawanand
other military bases and reserva-

tionsinthe country, tl}_e_p_ar_t_yjl_i_gy_

formed into a virtual US military
base in the Asia-Pacific region,
where US armed forces units have
practically been given free rein in
conducting operations of whatever
nature in strategic points inside
Philippine territory,

Infact,thelawmakerssaid, Amer-
ican soldiers are allowed to use the
Antonio Bautista Air Base in Pala-
warn; Basa Alr Base in Pampanga;
Fort Rarmon Magsaysay in Nueva
Heyja; Lumbia Alr Base in Cagayan
de Oro; and Mactan-Benito Ebuen
Air Base in Cebu.




Army \ision, By 2028, & world-class Army [nai 15 & S0Urce o' national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02 B45-0555 Local: 5285, 5285¢cce

Qd( July 2016

THF WATION'S LTADING NUWEPAFLE

DND chiet
to meet with
Indonesian,
Malaysian
counterparts

WAKEFIELD

Defense Secretary Delfin N. Loren-
zana is set to meet with his Malaysian
and Indonesian counterparts in Indone-
sia in the first week of August, 2016.

The Trilateral Meeting scheduled
for August follows up on the first meet-
ing among the three countries which
was held in Manila last June.

“The defense chiefs of -the three
countries, it was recalled, discussed
cooperative means to address the grow-
ing security challenges that undermine
peace, security and prosperity in the
region.

Among the problems they expect
to immediately address range from
kidnapping, robbery against ships,
transnational crimes, and terrorism.

U Aiithorities from the three countries-
particularly expressed concern over the
series of kidnappings of Indonesian and
Malaysian sailors, which is believed fo
have been carried out by members of
the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).

In the past month, at least 14 In-
donesian sailors and four Malaysian
seafarers were kidnapped along the
Sulu archipelago. A number of kidnap
vietims has since been freed by their
captors.

Also this week, five Malaysian na-
tionals were also reportedly kidnapped
by armed men suspected to be mem-
bers of the Abu Sayyaf along the border
of Sabah, Malaysia and TawiTawi. -

The Philippines, it was recailed, has
a border patrol agreement with Indo-
nesia since 1975 called RPRI Border |
Patrol Agreement. -
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- not accept, and one that the -
' Philippines must. 5

 IWsaruling that China can-.

- An international arbitra-

tion panel’s decision on the
“contested waters of the South'
China Sea so far is fueling -

- regional tensions rather than

tamping them down. .

In the ensuing 11 days, -

China has responded to the
sweeping victory for the Phil-.
ippines by flexing its mili-

tary might, The pmpgn

faces pressure both'at

Court of Arbitration. .. :
The South China Sea.is

. dotted with reefs and rocky

outcroppings that several
governments-claim, includ-

ing China and the Philip- -
pines. The arbitration panel -

~and abroad not to cede an
inch to China after the July-

12 deécision by a:tribunial at -
Thé Hague-based Permanent -

didn‘t take a position on

who -owns the disputed
territories. It did conclude:

‘that many of them are le-
: gally. rocks,.even if they've

been built into islands, and
therefore do not include the
rights to develop the sur-
rounding waters. That and
other findings invalidated
much of ' what China-has
called its historic claims to

the resource-rich sea.

In order to ease tensions,

~ China, the Philippines and

possibly other claimants must
define what the ruling means
for fishing, offshore oil and

“gas-exploration; and military..-
aind other activities in the’

vast body of water that lies
between the southern Chi-
nese coast and the Philippine
archipelago.

A major diplomatic fest
starts today in Laos at a

~over disagreements between..

threé-day meeting of South-
east Asian foreign ministers

that will include sessions

with their Chinese and US
counterparts. Past ASEAN
meetings have broken down

those taking China’s side
and those opposing it. The
US, whose Navy patrols the
waters, has called on China
to abide by the ruling while
also urging calm.

Longer-term, there are com-
pelling reasons for China and
the Philippines to talk, but also
significant obstacles to that
happening. Unless the two

sides can find a way around
their impasse, the ruling may

simply prolong the South
China Sea’s long-running ter-
ritorial disputes, which also
iavolve Vietnam, Taiwan,
Malaysia and Brunet in a mesh
of overlapping claims. -~ AP
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Breakthrough

+ Is China drawing the “red line” in’
the Spratlys? Is the United States ready
to draw a “red line” in the Scarborough
Shoal? Where is the Philippine “red.
line” in the South China Sea after the
Arbitration Tribunal rulings favoring
the Philippine claims against China?

The phrase “to cross the red line” is
used worldwide to mean a figurative
point of no return or line in the sand
or a limit past which safety can no
longer be guaranteed. The phrase has
been used in geopolitical terms. For
example, in' 1975 Israel said that the
United States “has managed to draw a
red line which all Arab countries know
they must not cross ~ that America is
not going to sacrifice Israel for the sake
of Arab support.” '

A week ago, it sounded like China
—or at least its Armed Forces — seemed
to be drawing a red line. The American
Chief of Naval Operations Admiral John .

" Richardson visited the Chinese North

Sea Fleet headquarters in Qingdao. Dur-
ing the visit, Admiral Wu, Commander
of the People’s Liberation Army Navy,
immediately lectured Admiral Rich-
ardson on the Tribunal's ruling against
China’s claims saying: “The Chinese
navy is prepared to react to any infringe-
ment of rights or aggression...efforts to
force us to succumb to pressure will only
be counterpreductive. We will never
stop our construction on the Nansha
(Spratly) Islands...The Nansha ( Spratly)
Islands are China’s inherent territory,
and our necessary construction on the
islands is reasonable, justified and law-
ful...Any attempt to force China to give
in through flexing military muscles will
only have the opposite effect.”

)

 ByELFREN S. CRUZ |

- Admiral Richardson immedsately

‘countered and said: “The US Navy will

continue to conduct routine and lawful .
operations around the world, including

“the South China Sea in order to protect

the rights, freedoms and lawful uses of
sea and airspace guaranteed to ail.”
There are two potential sources of
conflicts in this disputed region. The
first is Scarborough Shoal; and, the
second is the declaration of an Air
Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ)

“over the Sotth China Sea. .

..China’s occupation of Scarborough
Shoal has always been a big issue for the
Philippines because Filipino fishermen
have been forcibly deprived of fishing
rights by Chinese maritime vessels. At
the same time, Chinese fishermen have
been fishing in the area and destroying
the marine environment.

. Scarborough Shoal has also beena

serious.concern for the United States.

because there are reports that China
is planning to turn Scarborough into
another artificial island and possibly
build an airbase similar to the seven
artificial islands built in the Spratlys.
This Shoal is not only ideal fishing
grounds but is also ideally located to
control the northeast exit route of the
South China Sea.

Scarborough is only 150 nauti-
cal miles west of Subic Bay. If this is
turned into a base with an airfield,
radar and other modern surveillance
equipment, China will have full time
radar coverage over most of Luzon and
the capability to declare an ADIZ over
the Exclusive Economic Zone claimed
by the Philippines and recognized by
the Arbitration Tribunal.
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Recent US actions suggest that the
United States see Scarborough as a very
different issue from the Spratlys and
Paracel Islands. Unlike those two areas,
Scarborough is not being claimed by
any other country aside from the Phii-
ippines and China. Also, for more than
50 years, Scarborough was treated as
though it was under US jurisdictiofi. The

American case is that the United States -

‘was “ the legal proxy for the Philippine
peopleuntilfull independence in1946.”
In this-case; the US-Philippine Mutual

cover Scarborough 7

Defense Treaty could be interpreted to

In a recent testimony before the US
Senate Armed Services committee, US -

Defense Secretary Carter was quoted
as saving “...Scarborough is a piece
of disputed territory that like other
disputes in the region, has the poten-
tial to lead to military conflict...That’s
particularly concerning to us, given its
proximity to the Philippines.”
According to a report by some

American.newspapers,. President.

Obama mentioned Scarborough Shoal
-to-President-Xi Jinping- during-their
meeting last March 31 at the Nuclear
Security Summit. The New York Times
reported:

“The stakes are so high that Mr.
Obama warned the Chinese leader
Xi Jinping, during the recent meeting
in Washington not to move on the

“ Searborough'Shoal orinvoke an air.

“defénsezone, said an American official’
who was briefed on the details of the
encounter and spoke anonymously be--
cause of the diplomatic sensitivities.”

China has also been threatening to
declare an ADIZ over the entire South
China Sea. An Air Defense Identifica-
tion zone ( ADIZ) is airspace over land
and water in which the identificaticn,
location and control of civil aircraft is
performed ostensibly in the interest
of national security. The ADIZ may
extend beyond a country’s territory to
give the country more time to respond
to a potential hostile aircraft. However,
such zones is supposed to cover only
undisputed territorv and do not ap-
ply to foreign aircraft not intending to
enter territorial airspace.

The building of new dirbases and
upgrading of air defense capabilities.

‘indicate that Chira has a long term.
“strategy by which it would establish ef-

fective controf over the sea and airspace”
throughout the South.China Sea: There.

"is nr indication that China'now has the.
 capability t¢ impose an ADIZ over the:
- South China Sea as long as the United:
. States is prépared to cross this “red line.”.
- Someday, a country will draw a Ted.

line somewhere in the South China Sea.
- And another country will cross that.
- red line. If no one retreats, we will see
"a conflict nobody wants. That is how:
Wars bEgln. L . e

Creative writing classes . -

... a) Young Writers’ Hargout for
Kids and Teens on Aug: 6 and Aug. 20,
(3803pm)

b.) Feature Writing Class for Adults
with Jo-Ann Maglipon on Aug. 13
{1:30-5:30pm) o . .

Classes at Fully Booked Bonifacio
High Street. For registration and fee
defails text 0917-6240196 or email

writethingsph@gmail.com.

- -Email: elfrencruz@gmail.com o0
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Ex-mayor at Army major arestado sa drug raid sa Cdo

By Bombo CdeOPosted in Latest News. » ... - .. Lo
CAGAYAN DE ROO CITY - Arestado ang mag-asawa ng kinabibilangan ng dating town mayor at aktibong

army official sa inilunsad na court search warrant sa Barangay Kauswagan, Cagayan de Oro City.

Kinumpirma ni PDEA agent Ben Calibre ang pag-aresto sa suspek na si dating Maguing Mayor Johayra
Bagumbung Macabuat slias Marimar na tinaguriang bigtime drug lord sa Mindanao.

Minuli rin ng mga otoridad ang anim na tauhan ng mag-asawa habang nakumpiska ang mahigit P500,000
halaga ng shabu, mga baril at mga sasakyan.

Samantala, mariing itinanggi ng mag-asawa ne sila'y drug lords na kumikilos sz Autonomous Region in Mustim
Mindanao na kinabibilangan ng Regions 9, 10, 17 at 12.

yww . phiistar com
Duterte meets with military, Mangudadatu on peace-building, dev’t

programs -

slor Gen, Edmanda Pangifinan watch Presidan Rodrigo Dutene register on & jog book for visitors

iquindanzo. which hs toured on F fiday for dialogues with seidiers and Gov Fama
vec Cliy afier bis sorie in the province. Philstar.com/John Unson
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MAGUINDANAOQ, Phifippines - The tour in Maguindanao on Friday of President Rodrigo Duterte was markedly
more of an emotion-filled “family reunion” with soidiers and the ruling Mangudadatu clan in the province than a
traditional presidential sortie.

Officers and enlisted personnel of the Army’s 6th infantry Division (ID) gave the president a fousing applause
when he praised them for their peace-building programs, compiementing the government's peace overture with
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, during a traditional “talk to the men” session in Camp Siongceo in Datu Odin
fown.

The camp is Central Mindanao’s largest military Army installation, where 6th ID’s command base is located
and from where its commander, Major Gen. Edmundo Pangilinan, supervises the operations of more than a
dozen Army field units scattered in the provinces of Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, North Cotabato and in
several towns in Lanao def Sur,

Duterte assured members of 6th ID of Malacafiang’s protection as he called on them to help him fight the drug
problem besetting the country.

‘As long as you are on the right direction, you need not worry because | will protect you,” Duterte toid them
during the dialogue that lasted for about two hours,

Visayan soldiers present in the dialogue cheered and applauded Duterte each time he quipped and spoke
Cebuans in encouraging them to perform their duties efficiently and support the peace process.

Lt. Col. Markton Abo, an ethnic Maguindanaon officer, said Moro soldiers also became emotional when he
mentioned his concern for Mindanao’s underdeveloped Muslim communities and his desire for the peace
process to succeed,

‘it was a very different experience. We've hosted the visits of past presidents, but this is something new and so
different. He seemed more of g relative to all of us, a blood refative, because of his Maranaw ancestry.” Abo

Visayan soldiers broke through the security cordon laid by members of the Presidential Security Group around
Duterte 1o 1ake “selfie” photos with him using their mobile phones, something they have never done before with
sast presidents.

His presence in the camp boosted our morale. He is a Mindanaon president who is so friendly to people
tespite his being known for being so hard on criminals,” a Visayan soldier, Sgt. Dante Dalagan, said in heavy
-ebuanc accent.

‘alagan said what touched them most was Duterte’s promise to protect them as long as they perform their
ounden duty to protect the local communities from hostile agaressions and from criminalities as weli,

alagan’s companions, Cpl. Janice Saavedra and Private 1st Class Donna Jane Balladares, were both as
ated.

:avedra, also a Visayan, said Duterte’s commitment o put an end fo the Mindanao secessionist confiict were
uching,” expressed in Cebuano and in English, tacitly indicating that he will fail without public support.
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Duterte was accompanied to Maguindanao by his newly-appointed defense secretary, Delfin Lorenzana, and
top officials of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

While in Maguindanao’s provincial capital, Buiuan town, Duterte expressed gratitude to Gov. Esmael
Mangudadaty, his politician-siblings and all local executives for his having won overwhelmingly in the province

during the May 9 presidential race.

He hinted that he would not politically persecute local executives in areas where he lost to rivais in the final
tally of votes for president during the elections.

Duterte was in Buluan on Friday after his engagement at Camp Siongeo to launch the 4.5-megawatt biomass
power plant established jointly by the Mangudadatu clan and a private developer, the Green Earth Enersource

Corp.

Duterte, in a message after the symbolic launching of the power plant, to operate using only wastes from oil
palm trees, directed impromptu his agriculture secretary, Emmanuel Pifiol, to allocate P300 million to sustain

the propagation of oif palm trees by peasants in Maguindanao.

The Mangudadatus had helped developed more than 2,000-hectares of contiguous oil palm piantations in the
province in the past five years through the provincial government's continuing seed dispersal program
benefiting the local agricultural communities,

Pifiol, who accompanied the president to Buluan, said he can immediately facilitate the release of the P300
miflion allocation once documentary requisites have all been complied with.

Mangudadaﬁu said the assistance will compiement his eight-point development agends, centered on
agricultural productivity, normalization in conflict-stricken areas and empowerment of farmers by providing

themn with free agricuitural inputs that are for them so expensive.

“There is no reason now for the Mindanao peace process to fail because we have someone in Malacafiang
who is a native of Mindanao, who understands the root causes of the Moro issue,” Mangudadatu said.

The Mangudadatus are long-time friends of Duterte, a friendship started by their patriarch, the late Datu Powa,
and the president while hie was still & neophyte mayor in Davao City. S

In fact, the governor and his siblings, Khadafeh, a member of the Regional Assembly in the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao, and Freddie, who is mayor of Mangudadatu town, talk to the president in fluent
Cebuano, which they learned when they studied in schools in Davao City.

Duterte’s top campaigner in Maguindanao during the recent campaign period was Mangudadatu’s vounger
brother, ibrahim, most known in the province as “Datu Jong,” & wealthy businessman engaged in agricultural

ventures and tilapia propagation projects in the vast Lake Buluan.
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Duterte vows to continue AFP modernization
MINDANABO MILITARY OFS TQ BE PRICRITIZED

Byv: Jaymee T. Gamilt

Ehincuirerdatnet

P i g:;ma Daily Inguirer

Fresident Rodrigo Roz Duterts. INQUIRER FILE PHOTOVUD AN BORDOOC

President Rodngo Duterte has assured the troops that he will continue the previous administration’s efforts to
modernize the military.

A press statement from the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} public affairs office guoted Duterte as

saying as much, when the new Commander in Chief visited for the first time the Sixth Infantry Divisien
headguarters at Camp Siongco in Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanac, on Saturday.

“There will even be no refocusing of the modemization thrust. We will only adjust our priorities,” Duterte was
guoted as saying.

“For the time being, we will be attending to the more pressing needs of our soldiers now engaged in focused
military operations in Basilan, Sulu, central Mindanao, and other areas in southern Philippines,” Duterte added.

"The procurements will be more of force protection equipment for our soldiers like helmets and vests, more

night-fighting systems capability, additional fast crafts for our Navy, additional helicopters capable of night flight

- for the Navy and Air Force, and more communications equipment,” Duterte said to the gathered troops,
personnel officers, among which was AFP Chief of Staff General Ricardo R. Visaya, Army chief Lt. Gen.

Eduardo Ano, Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Edgar R. Failorina, Navy chief Vice Adm. Caesar C. Taccad, and Sixth
Infantry Division commander Maj. Gen. Edmundo R. Pangilinan.

“The AFP appreciates this manifestation of our Commander in Chief Rodrigo Duterte’s genuine concern for our
troops in the field who face peril fo life and limb on a daily basis,” Visaya said.

“The fast crafts and helicopters will be of immense help in foiling kidnapping attempts by the members of the
Abu Sayyaf [Group], among others acts of terrorism and criminality by unscrupulous individuals and groups,

these may prevent or curb,” Visaya added.

Visaya also thanked Duterte for committing to allocate budget for the enlistment and training of 10,000 more
personnel to beef up the AFP by yearend.
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“With this manifest support of the President, it behooves the AFP to accompiish its mission of protecting the
people and the atate, securing its sovereignty and the integrity of the national territory,” Visaya said,

www. bomboradvo.com

AFP hospital gagawin kong moderno - Duterte

By Bombo Analy SoberanoPosted in Latest News .o cn. (7 - oo o
ipinangako ngayon ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na gagawin niyang modermno at maaasahang pagamutan

ang V. Luna Hospital para sa mga sundalo.

Sinabi ng Panguiong Duterie, gaya ng kanyang pangako, uunahin niya ang kapakanan ng mga sundalo lalo
ang may kinalaman sa kanifang kalusugan.

Ayon sa Pangulong Duterte, magdadagdag siya ng mga gusali sa V. Luna para sa mga nasusugatang mga
sundalo sa gitna ng pakikipaglaban sa mga kalaban ng pamanhalaan.

inthayag ng Pangulc na sa pamamagitan ng mapagbebentahan sa barkong BRP Pagasa, kokompletuhin niya
ang mga medical equipment gaya ng mga ginagamit sa mga mamahaling hospital.

"If somebody's wifiing to sell it. 'Pag ang kita niyan, maaasahan ninyo. diretso... | will rebuild the V. Luna. | will
complete it. | will add another building, maybe a new one. and you will have the operative best medical
treatment. It will have everything: CT scan, ano yung mga imaging... | will spend money," ani Duterte.

WAV DNEL OOV, DR

162 AFPPS military, civilian personnel successfully hurdle surprise

drug test
MANILA,July 23 {(PNA) — All 162 officers, enlisted personnel and civilian employees of the AFP Procurement

Service have passed the surprise random drug testing conducted last July 21, according to AFP public affairs
office chief Col. Edgard in a statement Saturday.

Arevalo said the random drug test was ordered by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Ricardo Visaya as part of the efforts
to keep the military service drugs free.

He said the testing took place on July 21, which was in time for the AFPPS' two-day semi-annual Command
Conference held in Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City.

"All the 162 ofﬁcefs, entisted personnel, and civilian employees underwent the test and everyone passed,” he
added.

The AFPPS, which is commanded by Brig. Gen. Alvin Francis A Javier, was the third AFP unit based in Camp
Aguinaldo to conduct service-wide drug testing.
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The first was the AFP Command General Staff College and the General Headquarters and Meadquarters
Service Command and both were declared 100 percent drug free.

Members of the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines' Task Force “Moses” conducted the
random drug testing while the Phitippine Drug Enforcement Agency supervised the process to ensure that

proper procedures were obiserved.

“This is in line with our Commander-in-Chief President Rodrigo Duterte’s ali-out campaign against illegal drugs
that is being vigorously implemented in various AEP units at the headquarters and the units below by the AFP

chief-of-staff Gen. Ricardo Visaya,” Javier said.

For his part, Visaya reiterates that, “The AFP will continue to fulfill its mandate to protect the people and the
State and secure the sovereignty of the State and the integrity of the national territory.”

“‘And | intend to do that through an legal-drugs free Armed Forces of the Philippines to ensure that the AFP
will be the example of an institution that supports the vision of our President and Commander-in-Chief Rodrigo
Duterte," he added. (PNA)

RMA/PFN

Soldiers take 3 into custody in anti-Abu ops in Tawi-Tawi
fosien July 23,2016 @t 12:01 am . Florante S, Solmerin

Three individuals who could not present identification documents were taken into custody by the military

Thursday morning during an operation targeting supporters of the Abu Sayyaf Group, a report reaching Camp

Aguinaldo said on Friday.

The report said the operation was launched by the Amphibious Ready Group of the Joint Task Group Tawi-

‘Tawiled by navy Captain Feiridndo Gomez in Panguan Isiand in Sitangkay town,

The operation “resulted in the seizure of three jungkong-type water crafts, custody of three persons with no

pertinent identification documents and the confiscation of one shotgun with 10 live ammunition rounds,” the

report said.

"Authorities are currently determining if the seized boats and Persons are connected with the recent spate of

cross-border kidnapping incidents.” it added.:
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Accordingly, the amphibious group has used the BRP Tarlac, the first ever command and contro! ship of the
Navy.

Buiid by PT Pal (Persero) of Indonesia, the ship has an embarked helicopter which has a marine special
operations component and a Navy SEAL detachment on board

In the past few weeks, the ASG has been staging kidnappings of Malaysian and Indonesian crews of transiting

vessels in the area. The bandits usually behead their victims once ransom is not delivered to them in exchange
for the safe release of their caplives

This worsening security situation in the south, which include Basilan and Sulu, the lairs of the ASG, has

prompted Manila, Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta to craft a joint border patrol operation which is already in the
works to prevent the criminal activity of the bandits

The Armed Forces of the Philippines has also intensified its operations to efiminate the ASG problem in
| { i

southern Mindanac even as President Rodrigo Dulerie has given the ASG the option to sither talk or fight with
the government.

www. philstar com
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MANILA, Philippines - After a three-year wait, the Permanent Court of Arbitration {PCA) rendered its ruling on
the maritime dispute between the Philippines and China on July 12, 2018. The five-judge tribunal unanimously
ruled in favor of the Philippines on almost all of the claims in made against China.

The PCA rendered China’s claim to historic rights through its nine-dash line in the South China Sea as contrary
to international faw. 1t determined that none of the Spratlys are legally islands because they cannot sustain a
stable human community or independent economic life. Finally, the PCA found China of guilty damaging the
marine environment by building artificial islands of llegally preventing Filipinos from fishing and conducting oil
explorations in the Philippines’s Exclusive Econcmic Zones (EEZ).

Despite their overwhelming legal victory and the fact that the July 12, 2018 PCA ruling was the most
anticipated decision of any international court or tribunat on the law of the sea, officials of the Duterte
administration met the decision with sober, cautious, and even muted reaction. Philippine Foreign Affairs
Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. called for restraint and sobriety among the Filipinos who were euphoric about
their country’s decisive legal victory against an expansionist power in East Asia, China.

Officials of the Duterte administration met the decision with sober, cautious, and even muted reaction.

The Philippine government's cautious reaction to the PCA awards might be due to the Duterte administration’s
fear that flaunting its legal victory against China might force the later to react adversely against the country’s
fishermen and the Armed Forces of the Philippines's (AFP) units stationed on some of island occupied by the

Philippines in the South China Sea.

This may also because of the government's realization that it cannot sly implement the PCA’s rewards
because of the weakness of the Philippine Navy {PN) and the Phiiippine Coast Guard (PCG) compared with
the large and well-equipped Chinese naval and civilian presence in the South China Sea. - '

Discovering the Philippine maritime domain

in December 2012, six months after the tense Scarborough Shoal stand-off between Philippine and Chinese
civilian vessels—then President Benigno Aquino il signed into law Republic Act (RA) 10349 extending the
AFP modermization program of 1985, The implementation period of the original AFP modernization law
Republic Act 7898 expired in December 2011 without any significant arms acquisition for the Philippine
military. RA 10349 extends the military modernization program up to 2027, to give the PN and the Philippine
Air Force (PAF) ample time to develop and acquire of new weapon systems needed for maritime security.

The implementation period of the original AFP modernization law Republic Act 7898 expired in December 2011

without any significant arms acquisition for the Philippine military.

.

The March 2015 Defense Planning Guidance for 2016 to 2022 emphasized the importance of defending “the

country’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, specifically in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea)” which
accordingly "poses the foremost security chalienge’ to the Phifippines and the AFP. Thus it stressed the need
to maximize all available resources at the government's disposal to achieve a credible defense posture in

territorial defense and maritime security.
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Such defense posture requires enhancing the AFP's capabilities, prioritizing its needs, and gradually
restructuring its forces for territorial defense. The long-term goal, according to the earlier 2011 AFP's Strategic
Intent is to develop the force structure and capabilities enabling the Philippine military to maintain a “credible
deterrent posture against foreign intrusion or external aggression, and other illegal activities while allowing free
navigation to prosper.” Specifically, the AFP pians to develop the following limited capabiiities: aj) enhancing
maritime domain awareness: and b) joint operations between the PAF and PN for limited naval interdiction

capabilities.

The above mentioned targets can be translated into two mundane yet enabling tasks for the Navy. One, the
PN can monitor the Philippines’s vast maritime territory. It should build the necessary surface and air capability
fo survey and monitor Philippine controlled islands in the South China Sea and prevent unoccupied

Ancther is the PN can develop the necessary capabilities to deter external threats and protect the country’'s
maritime interests. It must develop an effective force presence in the maritime domain that exhibits

competence to defend the territory, if necessary.

In building up the capabilities of the PN, the Aquino administration sinks its teeth into challenging China’s
expansive claims in the South China Sea as the latter directly encroaches into the country’s EEZ. The
Philippines’s territorial defense goal is very modest--to develop a credible posture for territorial defense and
maritime secuyrity through building & competent force capable of defending the country's interests and the land

features it occupies in the South China Sea.

Unfortunately, the PN'’s goal of developing a cradible defense capability is hampered by a still tedious
procurement process and more importantly, limited defense budget. So far, the Philippine government
acquired two second-hand U.S. Coast Guard Cutters (The BRP Gregorio Del Pilar and the BRP Alcaraz), a
Landing Craft Utility (BRP Tagbanua) and three Augusta Westland AW 109 helicopters. Though the PN has
acquired six Multi-Purpose Attack Crafts (MPAC), the DND has postponed the purchase of missile-armed
MPAC unti] after the Department of Budget and Management (DBM;} finally releases the funds.

The Philippine Navy's goal of developing a credible defense capabllity is hampered by & stilf tedious
procurement and more importantly, fimited defense budget.

The chalienge to the Duterte administration

A crucial challenge facing the AFP’s shift from internal security to territorial/maritime defense is whether
President Rodrigo Duterte will continue or discontinue Aguino’s policy of challenging Ching’s expansive ciaim
in the South China Sea. Before his inauguration on June 30, 2018, Duterte declared that he wanted a closer
‘elation with China and that he WwGn1 continue the modernization program started by his predecessor,
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inauguration, however, Secretary of Nationa! Defense Delfin Lorenzana assured the AFP and the Filipino
nation that the Duterte administration would pursue the modernization of the Philippine miiitary.

Observers thought that Duterte will follow former President Gloria Macapagal-Arro yo's national security policy
of gravitating close to China while ignoring territoriaf defense and focusing on neultralizing domestic security

challenges such as ferrorism and insurgencies.

Lorenzana emphasized that territorial defense is one of the priorities of the Duterte administration because “it
is very important as we need to protect our territories against encroachment by other parties.” He then added
that the 15-year AFP modemization program will continue as scheduled.

Lorenzana, however, clarified that there will be some “redirection” as the Duterte administration is determined
to decisively deal with criminality, especially the Abu Sayyaf bandits, as it gives the Philippines g bad name
due to its series of kidnappings of Malaysians and indonesian sailor off the Sulu Sea.

Unfortunately, the July 12, 2016 PCA ruling has generated pressures on the Duterte administration 1o develop
the PN and the PCG. First, the PCA ruling has triggered unexpected tensions with China. Secondly, the
Philippines must enforce the awards it received from the tribunal.

The July 12, 2018 PCA ruling has generated pressures on the Duterte administration to develop the Philippine
Navy and the Philippine Coast Guard. :

The awards are final and binding. However, they cannot be implemented and it is simply difficult fo imagine
China carrying out its activities in accordance with the PCA’s awards. The Philippine government wili have to

implement these awards with a modern naval force.

The government will have to send coast guard vessels to escort Filipino fisherman and survey ships in the
South China Sea. The PN will have to deploy its ships to show the flag in certain cases and to join allied
navies in conducting free of navigation operations in the disputed waters,

Failure to modernize the country’s maritime capabilities in the aftermath of the July 12 PCA awards to the
Philippines will make tribunal's land mark decisions nothing more than a “piece of trash paper.”
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