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Caniadian hostage
coming President
the spokesperson:

" bagong Presidente, it0

ay alamin

wpara - kay - Duterte)

mo kung ane gagawin namin §¢

Canadian
the DEW President. This is for

yoiito know what we

ig for Duterte,

willdoto

the Canadiand,” Abu Raami, the .
spokesperson, said-onMonday. -

. An hoot
terview with
mi anmounced
Gayyaf execute
fhe P600 million

‘Yhe INQUIRER, Rad- -
that the Abu -

d Hall because

it demanded

as ransom for his release had
niot been delivered before the

3pm. deadline.
. Another

--Canadian,

Ridsdel, was beheaded by the

kidnappers 0D
province, where

CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC A

April 25 in Suln
he, along with

Robert

after the phone i - ;
Ewold Hom #re
hostages still being
Abu Sayy

John

Hall’

Maritess Flot
trought by
- raided an exclusive Tnarina in

otorio

Tel no.

CITY—The Abu Sayyaf beheaded
$1all to embarrass ins
Rodrigo Duterte, according tQ
of the v :

us bandit group- ¢
apd his parmer Fi]ipiné
-and Norwegiat
geldingstad were

armed men whe

the 18land Garden City of Samal
in Davao del Norte Province on

- In

informed Canadian

ister

erninent ve

Sept. -
" Sekkingstad, Flor and Dutch

jatest killing
on Monday,

71 last year.

among seven

held by the
af bandits. - -
Marila, President Agquine
Prime Min-
Trudean about the
in a late-night call
soon after the goVs

rified Hall's death.” <

Jl}stﬁl

© Mr Aquino discussed how

2012@gmait
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FrompageAl”

government forces were desl-
ing with the Abu Sayyaf bandits
who have pledged allegiance 10
flamic” State, according YO
well-placed sources. '

e strongly condemn the’.

brutal and senseless murder of
Mr. Robert Hall, 2 Canadian na-
Honal, after being held captive
bythe Abu Sayyaf grovp in Sula
for the past nine months,”
Aguino said in a statement.

o Trudeatt maintained that de-

spite the deaths of two Canadi-
an hostages, his government

“would Tt give in 10 demands of

paying ramsom io serrorist
groups, like the Abu Sayyaf.

“] want to Teiterate that ter-
yorist hostage-takings only fuel
more violence and instability.
Canada will not give 1nto their

- fear-rnongering tactcs and de-

spicable attitude” roward the

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL

suffering of others,” hesaid ina
sratement. . s

Head recovered L
. Maj.  Filemon: Tan:

spokesperson of the Tuilitary’s -

Western Mindanao Cormraa] d,
co;_zﬁnned on Tuesday that a
severed head found dumped

beside Jolo Cathedrsl in Sulu’

was Hall’s after comparing it to
videos - and photos of the
hostage. - | ey
The head was placed inside @
Black trash bag left by two

ycungmen-onboard-a-motor__cy—_ .

dle dlong Sanchez Street, 1.7
lalometers “away from Camp
Teodulfo Bautista, home of the

ond Marine Brigade, I the .

viginity of Plaza Rizal around
0:05 pm. on Monday, accord-
ing to Supt Junpikar Sittn,
Jolopolice chief. :
Raami said the beheading

-swas intended for Duterte, the

201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} B4

tough-talking mayor of Davao
City who is to formally assume
the presidency in two weeks af-
+er winning in the May 9 elec-
doms., - : ‘
“¥ou p;omised TTrudeau]
that yoid will getr: them
(hostages) alive znd that what
‘happened to-Ridsdel will not be
repeated,” he said in Filipino.
u1 or’s see if you will not be er-
barrassed.”

Duterte said ina press confer-
ence in May in Davao City that
he had apologized 10 Trudeau
for Ridsdel’s death. “We will ty
our very best o $ge 1o it that
nothing of this nature will hap-

‘pen again,” he recalled relling
the Canadian leader

Media silence

The incoming President has
not spoken to journalists for al-
most two weeks since his gides
imposed a media policy that his

5.0555 Local: 5268, 5288
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staternents would  only be
coursed through government
information networks. .

1 think the concern aboutthe
Abu Sayyaf should be ad-

dressed to the present adminis- -

tration because he is not yet the
President,” | Duterte’s spokes-
person, Salvador Tanelo, toid
reporters at the Marco Pole Ho-
+el in Davao City.

“what ~ 1 know is* Prest
dent-clect Duterté will not tol-
erate ot -condone the llegality
smthis country. He will do every-
thing in this power 10 S0P all
these ... - That's his COmMMIEE-
moent, to stop all these cases of
criminality,” Panelo added.

The incoming national secd- -

ity adviser, Hermogenes Esper-

Con, saidin Manila- that -the

' Durerte administration would

' “zke a stronger action against

lawiessness in the South.”
aWe cannot allow this situa-

#remely helpful n

ton to comdnue, this shouid
end once and for all,” Esperon
told Reuters.

Condolences
Malacafiang extended 1its

sympathy and condolences to

Hall’s family. -
e 1y regret that ouT peo-

. ple’s <herished tradition of ex-

tending gracious hospitality to-
ward foreign nationals hasbeen
marred by.a small band of ctim-
inals whose despicable actions
have been abetted by the extor-
tion of ransom from their previ-
ous vicdms,” Presidential Com-
smunications Secretary Her-
mirie Coloma Jr. said in a text
message. .
Coloma thanked the Canadi-

. an government and people “for
their steadfast support and 40

derstanding which has been ex-
our deter-

mined efforts 1w end this

Tei no. (02) 545-8558 Looal: G285, 5288

decades-old problem.”

TFor the past two months, he
said the military and police hag
been conducting operationg
that“degraded the capability of
our enemies and limited theif
TovVenents.” H

On Monday afternoon, the
President met with his Cabinet
security cluster o Teceive upk
dates frorn Jolo, canceling hp
attendance at the launch of &
calt cenrer facility in Pasay Cityg
The recovered head wag

et SR

flown to Manita on Tuesday ang

+urned over to the Philipping
National Police’s crime labora-
tory for forensic exarmination. ?
Tan said efforts were ongoing
1o recover the body of the vic-
dm. Withreportsfrom Nikko
Dizon, Christine 0. Avendafio,
Jaymee 1. Gamil, Julie M. Au-
relio and Estrella Torres in
Manila; Yuji Vincent Gornzales,
Inquirer:net; AFP and Reuters
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Video confirms beheading

. BY JOELM.SYEG CO SENIOR REPORTER
. "FERNAN MARASIGANREPORTER AND
T JACINTO SENIOR CORRESPONDENT :

HE Philippines and Canada
have condemned the killing
of Robert Hall, whose head

‘was recovered in front of theJolo

Cathedzal in Sula

An Abu Sayvaf GIoup
{ASG) video seen by The
Manils Times showed the
beheading of the Canadian
hostage by a member of the

mlhtamgroup
 Thevideoalso showed Hall
being made 10 kneel by his
_ captors beforehewas executed. .
Malacanang expressed Ottt

[ FFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL!

late Menday..

rage over the “brutal-and
senseless urder” of Halland
extended its deep syrpatics
10 the farnily of the vicim.
"We truly regret that O
people’s, cherished tradition

o extending gracious bosp-
1ality toward foreign nation-’

41s has been miarred by asmall
, %ﬁumsﬁ&mnﬂz

L’—__’_______—_______,__————-—/’I
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"extortion

CONDEMN FROM A1

Times | e AL

PH, Canada condemn

band of criminals whose despicable
actions have been abetted by the
of ransom from their
Pprevious victims,” Palace Com-
munications Secretary Herminio
Colomalrssid

Hall was the second Canadian
beheaded by the ‘bandits. John Rids-

del was the fist ©o Be killed by the -

Abu Sayyaf Group in April when its
demand for a P300-million Tansomm
was Dot met.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau expressed Oulrage while
maintaining that TanSOmS should
notbe paid.

- *Thevidous and bntal adions of

Jess death. Canada holds the temorist
group who took himn hostage fully
responsible for this cold-blooded
nd senséless Tmurder,” Trudeau said.

The fates of the two other people -

ébdﬁctedatﬂxeiesoﬂ-Oﬁ_Samalisland
]ate}a:i;t?taar—-ﬁa“ll’sﬁﬁpinagirlfdmd
Marites Elor and Norwegian resort
manager Kjartan Selkingstad—were
notknown. = .

The ASG had asked for 300 million
for each of the remaining faree hostages-
il Sédangstad and Elor

mail.com - Teino. {02

¢ AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.amzyZﬂ’iE@g

&

e hostagetakers have led toaneed-

Coloma said the brutality of the

group has compelled the military
and policeto sepupits effortstofmd
them for the past two months.

»The ATP |Armed Forces of the
Philippines] and the PNP [Philip-
pine National Police] have waged
continuing military and law en-
forcement operations that have
-degraded the capability of our en-

' emiesandlimitedﬂleirmo'vemaﬁs.
“This Jatest heinous crime serves 10
gtrengthen our government's Tesoive
to putan end to this retgn of terror
and bandity,” he added.

Found

Hall's severed head was found by
residents of Jolo, Sulu, on MoOD-
day evening, hours after the ASG
anpounced that it had Killed the

"Canadian hostage. -
The PNP conducted forensic tests

+o idersify the victim.
Maj. Filemon Tan, spokestnan
for the Armed Forces of the Phifip-
pines’ Western Mindanao Cormmand
(Westmincom}, said the head, placed
in a plastic bag, was left by two
motorcydesiding men front of
the joto Cathedral atabout 5:45pm
Tt was not known why the police

} 8459555 Local: 5285, 5285
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and military falled to amest those
who dumped the head in jolo de-
spite the huge presence of security
forces in the 10WDL

Tan said a small military umit

has been deployed 1o tecover

Hall's body.

The Abu Sayyaf had threatened 10
1l one of its hostages if its demand
fora P600-million Tansorn was Not
paid by 3 pm. OB Monday.

Tan said the Westmincom in-
tensified operations in hunting
Aown the Abu Sayyaf terrorists
and strengthened its intel-
ligence gathering 10 pinpoint
the exact location of the group’s
remaining hostages.

He desczibed Sulu province as

avirtaal “marketplace” of soldiers

because of the huge number of
troops deployed tothearea.

* Rut despite the Jarge number of -
government troops, Tan admitted’
that security forces are having 2 hard -

fime tracking down the bandits. -
"Thevegetation inthearea s dense.

o we have'to find ways where topass

where we could not be detected. On
the mastery of temain, even if you

“blindfold them they knew howmany -
' ‘stepsitwouldtakéioreacha certain **

¢ area, Anotherfactor is their relatives.
They will hide their guns and just
blend with the populace and that's
it,” Tan said. _

Forensic tests

The PNP confirmed that forensic
experts are conducting tests to
idenzify the victim.

Chief Supt. Emmaruel Aranas, the

* directorofthe PNP Crirdie Laboratory

Service, said the head was flown 10
Manila from Jolo eatly Tuesday.

*Our personnel took some
specizientobe used for the neces-
sary testingand exarnination. We
are exhausting all means 10 iden-
1ify the recovered severed head,”
Aranas told reporters.

He said experts will be able 10 es-
tablish the victim's identity fhrough
aDNAtest :

The police official conceded that
st will take time for them 1o establish
fhe identity of the victim unless the
ot isfound: e

“We arenow communicating with
¢he Canadian Embassy,” Aranas said.

Tan, however, said that based on
initial reports of their personnel
on the ground, there is a SIIORg
possibility that the recovered head
belongs to Hall.

“This has to be confirmed by

conducted by the Crime Laboratory
‘Service,” he added. '

Hall, John Ridsdel, Norwegian
Sekkingstad and Flor, were abducted
in ‘September 2015 at the Ocean

the result-of the exarnination 10 be. .

View Samal Resort managed by Hall
ip Barangay Camudmud, Island
Garden City of Samal and were
brought to Sult. ‘
Ridsdel was beheaded in April
when the Abn Sayyafs dernand for a
P300-million ransom was not paid.

Vicious

in Canada, Tradeau praised Hall's
fammily for their strength of character
in: their Tesilience in-the face of what
e described as.a terible situation.

"This is a grievous Joss for therm,
and their COURTy THOUMS With them,”
he said in a bief news conference in
+he foyer of the House of Cormmans,
according to Canada’s CBC News.

The Philippines’ Departiert of
Foreign Affairs (DFA) said itis “deeply
outraged” by the execution of another
hostage of the bandit group. -

1t added that the killing was an
attempt “to sow fear and terror” in
the cowntry.

In a statement, the DTA de-
scribed the beheading as "inhu-
man and cuel.”

" Nfe strongly reiterate thatthe Phil-
ippine governiment does notolerate,

nor does it niegotiate with; Teriorists. -

We reiterate our utmost opposition

1o -terrodism in all its forms," 1 said.
“The department extends its

deep condolences 1othe family and

. of sin who distort a fzith that stands

still holding six other hostages

loved ones of Mr. Robert Hall, and

joins the government and people

of Canada in gieving his untimely
passing,” the DEA added.

Governor Mujiv Hataman of the
Autonomous Region in Muslim
indanao akso denounced the killing.

“I¢ has only been a week since
Ramadan began, and it is appall-
ing that this holy month we set
aside for prayer and reflection
has already been violated by ex-
tremists here and abroad, as they
wage violence in the name of our
faith,” he said.

Hataman added that the extren-
ists claim 1o follow the faith while
they go against Islam's message of
peace and humanity.

Folence cannot and mustnot be
so-easily associated with on epeoDie,
race or culture. Many try to distort
fhe Islam we know by heart, and itis
our responsibility to make the truth
of islam known to people, Those
who tread the path of violence and
claim to do it in the name of Islam
are, without question, Tnerely men

for peace,” he said.
Tan added that the ASG It

-Putch birdwatcher Fwold Hom
and five Filipinos.

WITH ANTHONY VARGA!
AND MICHAEL JOE T.DELIZC

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PURBLIC AFFAIRS - Emat! add: oacpa.army2012

@amail.com- Tel no, (07) 845-9555 Local:

Army Core Purpese

Serying the peopie.

-
4

Securing the iand.




Lrmy Vision By o028 & world-ciess Army thalis & SO

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Ermail ad

!_Sv June 2016

By Maric L. matiari
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They are the onesthat give them & warning
when there are soldiers inthe area,” Tan
told radie station DZMM.

He also said the isiand’s forested, hilly
terrain, a'broad coastline that aliows for
swift movement by boaf and the Kidnappers’
tactic of breaking up into smaller groups,
were all Windering pursult.

- National Police Chief Supt. Ronald “Bato”
dela Rosa for President Rodrigo Duterte to

declare Martial Law in Mindanao with the

- aim of demolishing the terrorist Aby Sayyaf -

: Fm_r_n_Pagegi;i, ;

eriminals and bring thémto justice. There
will be atime when Lsay, “Srrender and

- release all nostages,” he added. was junked by lawrnakers.
“If they do that=during the. _ Aceording to outgoing Speaker Teliciano
administration of Distérte; then thatcotild . Belmontethere is o need for Martial law just
be aictiallengetohimbut ROtTOW _in fight the Abu Sayyad Group in Mindanao. ;
- Pamnelo said he has-not HSOTSS (ot «] pelieve the strong leadership of - The Philippine National Police (PNF) also
‘Dutertehis stand on Hall'sbeheading and if. . President-elect Rodrigo Duterte, particularly  vowed intensive rrifitary and law enforcement
thedncerming presidentis withing johelpFo . inhisownpart of the country, wold suffice = operationgare underway to neutralize those
. (inresolvingthe problem of the Al Sayyaf)? behind theheheading of Canadian Bobert

- save the remaining ho stages in view of the

Tecent;appeal from the family of Hall's

. gitfrierd Marites Flor. Hallwas beheated
" afterthe degaﬁnemayﬁ@@sqm’ﬁemaﬁﬂ?

~ of P300 million Japsed on Monday.-
senseless murder of M1 Robert Hall,a
Canadiannational, after being held captive
. bythe Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu forfhe past
fine. months;” presidential sp okesman
Hermirio-Coloma said inastatement. "~

" severedhead believed to be Hall’s,was found

near a cathedral onJolo, the maimislsnd in
s-one of the:Abu

‘fhe Suln archipelagothiatl
Sayyal’s 'sﬁt}ng]_;c_ﬁdg: -

nafnoireing-on Monday pigh

toared Hall hadbeen killed; Canagian Priffie

Minister Justin Trudean expressed outrage

while maintaining that ransoxis shouldnot .

bepaid . .
" “Tpg vicious and brutal actions of the

 hostagetakers have led to a needless deatlt.s
? Canada holdsthe terrorist gronp thatrook”
le for this 66ld-

* him hostage fully respons
: bipoded:and senselessmurder," Trodeansaid
S 2 ; iof ¥ peopie

500 RilbmEters to fHewest of S
. Amother Canadian EGED%
1...Jegznfﬁidsﬁé1;-wasb€1fé§&3 in

-gimilar v 'sca_mdemap_gﬂf}f?sq@ ffilionwas

Cpotpard T s
The ‘fates .of the W"-Mhﬁr PELSONS

" shducted at the Samal fesurt, Hall s Filipina.

 girlfriend Marites Flop:and Norwegian resort
Tanager Kjartan Sekkingstatl wereunknowt

"t e Abu Sayyalhad ailse previousiy
demnanded ransoms for them. - [ ...

Rato’s bid jonked . -

_ The-suggestim of incoming P}{iﬁppme :

ly condermn the brutal and

Belmonte said. - _
..-Anak Mindanao partylist Rep Mkl
Mending, for his part, said that deel
Martial Law in Mindanao is prematr
Mendingposited that the incoming police
. .chief alone is capable of fighting the Abu
“"Sayyaf whichis allied with the Islamic State
that has been terrorizing Arab and other
‘Western coantries.
-~ "Tor all we know, it isthe leadership of

- - military statement confirmed thata. .2 General Bato that can solve this,” said

Mending. .
Buhaypartylist Rep. Lito Atjenza however,

saidthathe is ppento the proposal of Dela

- Rosa. Atienza said that the ASG has been

(3t he. “inflicting violence in Mindanao and that the

. possibility of a Martial Law that could put an

" end to these group §hould betooked hitko, -

beheaded one of its foreign hostages. Tt was
believed that the victim a8 one Robert Hall
of Canada. o .
i Atienza said that the Executive

Dapartment would nave to explain fully on
" theneed forthe declaration of Martial Law
Si'irderto getthe support of the legislature.

Davao Del Norte Rep. Pantajeon Alvarez,
‘doused aflegations that the Duterte

" government would end up ina dictatorship.

Former Akbayan Rep. Walden Bello has
alleged that Duterte is the most powerful
pregidentsince strongman Ferdinand Marcos
who has ruted the country for 21 years.

~ Major Filemon Tan, spokesman of the
military’s Westefn Mindenao Command

anknown - {Wesmincom), defended their performance

: and highlighted difficulties such a5 support
for the group from the impaoverished Mushim

" residents on Jolo island.

“They have relatives in the cormmunity.

The ASG on Monday was reported o have.

This-developed- as incoming. Speaker,

iChief Supt. Wilben Mayor, PRP

5 spokesman, said that theé 150,000 strong PNP
" dandemmed the senseless killing of the

foreigner; who s6 head was foumd Monday night
beside the Mt. Carmel Cathedral in Jolo.

4On behalf of the Philippine National
Police, we condemn in'the strongest-terms
the beheading of Cancasian looking male
believed to be that of Canadian Kidnap_
victim,” Mayor said.

Mayor assured that the PXE, in close
coordiriation withthe Avmed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP), will do its best 10 give
justice tothe farnily of Ball. -

T30 PNP and AFP zssure that its officers
are doingits bestto eliminate sach evil doing
through intensive milit ary and law,
.enforcemers operations that are underway
to eutralize these lawless slements and
thwart further threats to peace and secority”
Mayor said.

“Thistype of execution by evil groups on
innocent people is very unfortunate and
deserves the condemnation of civil society
and every peacedoving citizens,” headded. .

_ Atthe sametime, Mayor appealedto the-
media ot to Highlight the terrorisw being
peddled by the Abu Sayyaf group through’
idnapping for ransom and beheading of #s -

Beheading meislaic’ —AFP- - 7

The military yesterday pranded as “un-
Tslamic” the beheading of Hall.

Tan said that 4 head of & “Cancasian

Tooking male™ was found at around 8:45 p.an.

. “Thehead of whaf seems to belongioz:
Cancasian looking male believed to bethat
of Canatian kidnap victini Robert Hall was
soumdl at the vicinity of the Jolo Cathedral by
civilians in the area,” said Tan " :
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- Ivwas subsequently brought bythelocal
police te Camp General Teodulfy Bautista
alsoin Jolo. . ’

s\’ beheading came only hours after
the 3 pin. deadline for the payment of P00
illion ransorm expired Monday. ;

- Tan said thewndlitary condermmed in the
. ‘highest term the beheading, of Hall, the
- second Canadiankilled by the terrorist Abu
- Sayyaf group in morethan two moenths. -
. “The hrutal murder and inhuman
execution ofihe victim by these evil terrorists
shows their tmze color,” said Tan.
_ “Whattheyhave doneis clearly undslamic
and"a vielation wif the teachings of
Mohammad,” headded.

T Tlir‘“_ﬂbﬁheading;;also'-camie despitethe .

. promise_of Daterte 40 Canadian Prime

Minpister Trudeau that e will do hisbestto
* prevent the killing of Canadianshere. -

Tt was also done amid the intensified.

-focused military operations against the Abu
Sayyafin-Suluand Basilan.

" Tan said-that the Abu Sayyaf also

disregarded the holy morth of Ramadan in-

beheadingHall, -

~ “They-do not in any way represent Qur

~ peaceful Muslim brothers who are irue

' pelievers of fslam. Their ‘erimirial ‘act:

“distegarded evén the sdered period of
" Ranadan. This group showed us their true
natureiand the evil they truly are,” said Tan.
o Aecording 16 Tan, the military will

_eonﬁnue-imuﬂngaftefthetenoﬂsts;

- wThe AFP will work rélentlessly with onr
 police counterparts +p..continue to find,
" peutralize or arvestand hold these criminals
ceourtable for£heir crimes,” vowed Ta..
‘Still oot in

?." CityzMayor’sadmiristration.
#. Panelo toid

"sgid in gn sambushinterview af the Marco
 Pglo Hotel in Davas City. ,
** “He hasn’t saidanything yet, we talked

- powel to stop all thest.:

" there's a kidnapping he

administration’s approach
" noterious ASG. oo

Yddnap them back orldll them iy need
oA a S

intelligence work to enable anthorities

-~ Siillontimourwateh—Pandoc - . A
The carip of Dutertesaid thebeheading - D
- incident <1l does net Tallwithin the Davao .. =
mix " Duterte, Lacson expressed beli
ni : reporters yesterday that . problem created by the ASG

. easures with regatd to fhe latest hostage - i
- casualty caused bythe Istamic bandits still
{-rests on the outgoing administration’s -

that alithe elements neededin

... But formerchief ol the
fhat alet of tectmicsl aspeetitian
" worl isalso needed to corplemen

' becanse Duterte isnot president yet,” Panelo

@#sé,ihé concern should -

last night, It +was not discussed,” the né‘%r
presidential mouthpiece added. . T
Meanwhile, Panelo said that onee
Duterte’s term becomes official, then i
tske apparent measures fo deal with tHE
ASG. : R
ATl T know isthat President-elect Dutelf®
il rot tolerate or condone the iflegalitys
this country. He will do everything ¥
Thats.
commitment, to stop 21 this crimins
Panelosaid, - e ol
“T'yn not aware of the effertsTbut L Wi
not be surprised (because) President Duterh 3
abways helps those who are nneed. Tju
don’t know how exacily,” Pan said
“\e hiaver't talked abow
=

his style whexihiewas St

negotiationsthensuddent

released " headded.”
_ Tacsonwansstitferdat-

& it for tat, That’s it SEgatn

Panfito Lagsén;gugg;es{ﬁe&

“There’s o betterts dressthe -
ASG problem then under Eresi'e}_am'@nﬂerti e

good intel (intelligence) wWork;
in his twitter account.. ;&

Heveiterated the same pesiios 2
message 10 TEPOTLETSS wading the
government should nsures a-thoToug

pinpointing accurate targetgifitsbent
anmihilating the group. '

. Based onyroneuncen

resotved mderthe eoming

group could heyrovided bythe:

jntelligence efforis. s

sThere should be no Teomfor istak
identified for obviousTeasons,” saidy
Gerry Baldo, Angie . '
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Pping: Kidnap .
“them back
orkill them

#No better fime t0 address
the Abu Sayyaf problem than
under President Duterte. Kid-

Emefgen@y Erom Page 1

B Al nap them back or kill them. It _ “Kidnappings and Hehead-
© and ALEXISHOMER@’“ S may need very good intel work ings are 'alwa}fs?g?uesome and
With the nation still in T ﬂu%;éh,” Lac_:gon sGaid._ “ gmtal ﬁ‘l.glgi thagc should not

<hock after the be! 2 en president Glomalvaca be ensued,” he added.
shock after the beheading pagal-Arroyo declared a state Another Duterte spokes-

by the Abu Sayyaf of one

more of its foreign hos-'<.

tages, incoming senator
Panfilo Lacson said grant-

~ing emergency powers 10
president-elect Rodrige

PDuterte would help his L

-administration'n’éntrali'ze 25

_ the terror group once and

A humari.heé& ..gélieired. :té .

. have belonged 1o Canadian

‘Robert Hall was found out- -

- side the Mit. Carmel Cathedral
in. Jold, Stidu Trours dfter the
~deadline for delivery of the

ransom for his _Ieleasevexpﬁ‘é

of emergency in Maguindanao
following the massacre in
November 2009 of 58 people
aflegedly on orders from then
governor Andal Apipatuan Sr.

- iall-fellow Canadian John

Ridsdel, Norwegian Kjartan
Sekldngstad and Filipina Mar-
jtess Flor were gnatched from
2 Samal Island resort by the
terrorists in September Jast
year. Ridsdel was beheaded

fast April 25 after the P300-

, million ransorn demanded for
* his release was Tiot delivered.

© A Duterte spokesmarn ex-
pressed confidence he would
1mndertake measures to stop be-

lastMonday. - n L headings, kidnappings and other
On his Twitter account,. criminal acts, especally those
_Lacson — a former national trated by terror groups.

police chiet + said Congress
should grant Duterte emer-
gency powers so he can’ deal

more effectively with the ter-

ror menace as well as with the
-~ other serious problems beset-
ting the country like illegal
drugs and heavy traffic. He
said authorities should match

the Abu Sayyaf’s brazermess

and brutality with severe couris

'RV

' #Gince the presidentis a very

strategic thinker, I'm sare he
~will be able to do something
“or a series of actions that will
drastically reduce similar activi-

ties,” Ernesto Abella, one of the.

okesmen for Duterte, said.
Abella said Filipinos can
look forward to a “more peace-

ful nation” u_n‘der the next S&&i

‘administration.
I

man Salvador Panelo reiter-
ated that the next president is

“bent on suppressing crime.

“T'tn sure president-elect
Duterte will solve that kind of
problem. He has solved other

“problems of equal magnitude.

ing ine iand.
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1 don’t see any problem of himt
doing that,” Panelo said.

“T'm sure he will respond
10 the situation... Since he is
against all forms of criminal-
ity and fllegality, he would be
outraged by that (beheading).”

Martial law

For the mext chief of the

" Philippine National Police,
placing certain areas in Mind-
anao under martial law might
do the trick. ¥ tt (martial law)
would solve the problem, then
we better do it,” Chief Super-
intendeni Ronald dela Rosa
sajd in Filipino. Dela Rosa is
Duterte’s personal choice to
replace PNP chief Director
General Ricardo Marquez.

Incoming AFP chief, Lt. Gen.
Ricardo Visaya has submitted
a report to Duterte defailing
his plans on how he intends to
run the affairs of the military in
troubled areas, induding plac-
ing Sulu under martial rule.

_ "Tts about time! i you want
solution to this security prob-
lem, that's the best action,” said

-one-of the senior officers faver-
ing a limjted military rule.

_ Placing Sulu under martial
law, they said, would effec-
tively cut the lines between the
Abu Sayyaf bandits and their

divilian contacts as the mili~

tary would be directly taking
control of provindal and local
governmernts in the province.
One officer even suggested that
in the entire duration of military
Tule, civiliantravelsinand outof the
province must be restricted.

 “Nobody shotld be allowed

to just leave the island prov-
ince without prior clearance
from the military’s designated
authorities,” he said. -
Another officer complained
that soldiers pursuing the ban-

~ dits could not penetrate com-

munities where the terrorists
and their famnilies live.

*They just hide their weap-
ons and mingled in civilian
communities. These civilians,
mostly relatives, have been
providing Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers sanctuaries and are even
helping them in keeping and
hiding the hostages,” he said.

In' one incdent, troops wit-
nessed the payment of zansom
right inside the residence of a
political warlord in the province.

- AT] our efforts were merely
confined to monitoring the ac-
tivities of the political warlord
because the very sirict govern-
ment restrictions prevented us
from taking direct action due
to the presence of civilians at
the place,” he said.

But putting any region under
martial law should be in accord-
ance with the conditions set by
law, according to the Comnis-
sion on Human Rights (CHR).

CHR chairman Chito Gascon:
said they are prepared fo moni-
tor the situation in areas where
it would be implemented.

“The security forces — mili-
tary and police— are mandated
to protect the country and its
people from all threats to their
safety and security,” Gascon
told The STAR yesterday.

“Tn order to be able to ef-

fectively perform this, they can -

employ all means and methods
that they are lawfully entitled
o do,” he added. :

Gascon said the Constitution
provides for conditions before -

the cotméry or any part of it i
placed under martial law.

“All needs to be done is
these be complied with,” he
said, referring to the conditions
set by the law. “The CHR is
prepared to monitor.”

Lawmakers in the House of
Representatives, mea;xwhile,-
were cool to the proposal.

Speaker Feliciano Belmonte
Jr. said he is against the Impo-

sttion of martial law even if it

would be limited to Abu Sayya-
infested parts of Mindanao.

“Tbeheve the strong leader-
ship of president-elect Duterte,
particularly in his own part of
the country, would suffice (in
addressing the Abu Sayyaf),”
Belmonte said.

Anak Mindanao party-list
Rep. Makmod Mending de-
scribed the proposal as prema-
ture, saying Dela Rosa should
try countering the Abu Sayyaf
with the current powers and
resources of the PNF.

“For all we know, it is the
leadership of a General Bato that
can solve this,” Mending said,
referring to Dela Rosa’s morniker.

Buhay party-list Rep. Lito
Atienza said he would support
the imposition of imited mar-
tial law aslongas the executive
branch can jastify it before
Congress. :

But even before the release
of official findings confirming
Hall’s execution, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
has issued a statement con-
demning the “inhuman and
cruel act” of the' Abu Sayyaf.

“We are deeply outraged

by their continued attempts

to sow fear and terror In our
country,” the DFA said.

“This inhuman and cruel act,
carried out by the Abu Sayyaf
group, reveals that thefr ceimi-
nal activities are driven purely
by finandial motives,” it added.

“The DFA also extended its
condolences to Hall's family
and ioved ones.

“We strongly reiterate that
the Philippine government does
not tolerate, nor does itnegotiate
with, terrorists. We reiterate our
utmost opposition to eITOTISIN
in all its forms,” the DFA said.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeat: said it was “likely” Hall
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had been killed.

In a statement, Trudeau said
that Canada “will not give into
their fear mongering tactics
and despicable attitude toward
. the suffering of others.”

Catholic prelates also cot-
demned Hall's execution

but stressed the government -

should stick to its policy of not
paying ransom. Marbel South
Cotabato Bishop Dinualde
‘Gutierres said Hall’s death
should not be reason for au-
thorities to give in to the de-
mands of terrorists. “Tt will just
encourage criminals,” he said,
referring to paying of ransom.

He added the beheading of
Hallis “againstlove, God and hu-
man dignity” and thatit tramples
on the rights of civilized society:

- Heurgedthe people to pray
and work toward preventing
another atrocity.

The South Cotabato prel-
ate also said the government
should help in securing the
lives of its citizens. _

He proposed that travel to
certain parts of the country
be restricted. “No ransom, no
hostage-taking. No visitor, no
hostage,” he said.

~ Cubao Bishop Honesto
Ongtioco, for his part, adimit-
ted getting furious on hearing
news of Hall’s execution. “But
as Christians we pray for those

- who were responsible for this
horrendous act. Love will melt
and destroy evil,” he said. -

No findings yet

PNP spokesman Chief Su-
perintendent Wilben Mayor
said a decapitated head be-
lieved to be that of Hall's was
rurned over to Trauma Station
Hospital, Kampo Heneral
Teodolo Bautista (KHTB) for
proper identification.

Mayor said the PNP has also
expressed condolences to the

family of the slain kidnap victim.
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“Further, may I appeal to
the members of the media to
respect the mourning of the
family and let us not highlight
such kind of unlawful activity
that might add to the sorrow
of the bereaved family and his
counirymen,” Mayor added.

He said the brutality of the
terrorists usually directed at
innocent people deserves the
condemnation of all peace-
loving peopie.

“The spokesman said the PNP
~in cooperation with the Armed
Forces of the Philippines—is do-
ing its best o eliminate the terror
group and thwart further threats
to peace and security.

Chief Superintendent Em-
manuel Aranas, director of the
PNP-Crime Laboratory, said ele-
ments of the Special Action Force
—in coordination with the Explo-
sives Ordnance Division {EODj of
the Atmy’s 35the Infantry Brigade
(IB) — retrieved the head inside a
plastic bag dunnped outside Mt.
Carme] Cathedral ‘

“The decapitated head was
transported to Zamboanga City
via Huey PAF helicopter mid-
night of June 13, arrived at 1 axn.
About 2:30 am. on June 14, the
PAF C-130 carrying the decapi-

“tated head reached the Villamor

Airbase at 4:30 pm.,” he added.

He added a 50CO team
from Camp Crame examined
+he rernains, took sampiles, and
documented the procedure.

. As of press time, the Crime
Lab chief said it was still pre-
mature o conclude the head
belonged to Hall. ‘

“Tt wonild be better to estab-
lish the identity of the victim,
because this is a2 beheading,
we do not treat this case as an
ordinary one, so we need o
stick to procedures to identify
it,” he said. — Cecille Suette
Felipe, Paolo Romero, Jaime
Laude, Pia Lee-Brago, Janvic
Mateo, Evelyn Macairan
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Hostage
execution
confirmed,
cndemned

By ROEL PA'RENG

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Au-
thorities confirmed yesterday
that the Abu Sayyaf had be-
headed another hostage after
they recovered the severed
head of Canadian Robert Hall
near a church in Jolo.

“We strongly condemn the

“brutal and senseless murder

of Mr. Robert Hal}, a Cana-
dian national, after being held

- captive by the Abu’ Sayyaf
- group in Sula for the past nine

months,” Presidential Corri-
munications Operations Office
Secretary Herminio Coloma
said in a staternent.

“We extend our deepest
sympathy and condolences to
his bereaved family,” he said.

- The military confirmed the.

head recovered mear the Mt

* Carme] Cathedral on Monday

was that of Hall.
- “The discovery confirms the

prutal beheading by the evil :

criminal Abu Sayyaf groupofa

kidnap victin, “ Western Min-
daniao Command (Wescom)_.-
: _sgnkesrna:n Maj. Fﬁemon Tan

He sa1c’l m’cnesses saw 7 ¥Wo

mﬁn on amotorcycle dumping
#plastic bag near the church,
_ ”Wham they ‘checked the

contént, they iImmediately re-~

goﬁed #his to ’Ehe au&onﬂes

esaid. - :
Tan said the severed head

L Turit to Page 16"

HO Stag e From Page 1

was transported to Manila for
forensic examination. He said
the head has a “glaring similar-
ity” to the file photo of Hall.

Chief Superintendent Em-
manuel Aranas, director of the
police Crime Laboratory, said
the initial results showed the
beheading occurred at around
3p.m. or 3:10 p.m. on Monday.

Hall was abducted from Sa-
malisland resort last Septernber
along with another Canadian, a
Norwegian and a Flipino.

The other Ca:aadlan, former

mining executive John Ridsdel,
was beheaded in April after a
ransom demand of P300 mil-
Tion was not paid.

The fates of the two other
people abducted at the Samal
resort — Hall's Filipina girl-
friend Marites Flor and Nor-
wegian reserf manager Kjartan
Seklkingstad —were not known.

An Abu Sayyaf deadline for
the payment of a large ransom
lapsed Monday and police
later found a severed head
of a Caucasian man ouiside a
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-athedral in Jolo.

Tan said the beheading
srobably took place five houzs
sfter the deadline lapsed.

A militant video obtained
sy police officials showed Hall
inan orange shirt and kneeling
m front of a black Islamic State-
style flag before he was killed
majunglearea. - .. :

The beheadings have taken
place despite the heavy de-
ployment of military and po-
lice forces to locate them in th
iungles of Jolo. :

Tan said the kidnappers
were evading military pur-
suers with the help of some

residents of the island.

“They have relatives in the
commumity. They are the ones
that give a warning when there
are soldiers in the area. They
have mastery of the terrain, not

_$0 menson the vast coastlines

left and right and the residents
out there who are mostly their
{relatives). These are variables
that are making our anti-terror
operations very difficult,” Ten
said. - '
Tan pointed out the istand’s
forested, hilly terrain, a broad
coasttine that allows for swift
movement by boat and the kid-
nappers’ tacticof breakingup into

smaller groups, hinder pursuit
“But we are studying this
deeply and 1 can say we are
adjusting and it will be a mat-
ter of time that we will also hit’

them,” he added.

Tan stressed Hall's behead-
ing will not stop the military
from its operations against the
Abu Sayyaf.

He said the Wescom is
strengthening further its intelli-
gence collections in the province
while the police Special Actiont
Force and the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (A¥P) have de-
ployed six Army and three Ma-
Tine battalions in the province.

Coloma added the AFP
and the Philippine National
Police have waged continuing
military and law enforcement
operations that degraded the
capability of “our enemies and
limnited their movements.” -

In Ottawa, Canadian Prime
WMinister Justin Trudeau ear-
lier said there was “compelling
reason to believe” that Halltad
been killed by his captors, and
that the Canadian government
was working with Philippine
authorities to confirm his death.
— With Aurea Calica, Jaime
Laude, John Unson, Cecilie
Suerte Felipe, AFP, AP
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- Canada sets

~conflict areas

Canadahas announiceditis . 0o
providingadditional Cad$1.25 - areas mMindanao. - -
million (roughly P43 million) .

By PIALEE-BRAGO

aid to Mindanao

- - Against Hunger {ACF) and proving food security, health,

.. The Canadian embassy the International Committee living conditions, livelihood
e to. -said the funding would be -of the Red Cross (ICRC} and  and emergency-preparedness
ict’” coursed throngh the Action  would be used largely for im- - in Zamboanga and Maguin-

-danao.

The funding forms part of
the Canadian government’s
commitment of Cad$ 331.5

Turn to Page 16

Caﬂada From Page 1 |

million in humanitarian sup--

port for the world’s most
vulnerable, as recently an-
nounced by Canada’s Minister
of International Development
Marie-Claude Bibeau at the
World Humanitarian Surmnmit
in Istanbul, Turkey.
“Canada’s support will
help meet immediate life-

manitarian agencies, the Red
Cross and non-governmental
organizations, as well as Ca-
unprecedented -humanitarian nadian-organizations that are
challenges inichuding these in  addressing complex humani-
the Philippines,” Canadian tarian situations.
Ambassador Neil Reeder said. “(Given the size of current
The new funding will help humanitarianneeds, Canadais
the most vulnerable in more committed to working with all
than 32 countries, including partners — including those at
the Philippines. Support will thelocallevel-to combine our
be provided to 25 humani- strengths and maximize the
tarian partners, including a impact-we have on humanitar-

saving néeeds and address

“yariety of United Nations hu- -~ ian crises,” We are especially

cash grants to meet the basic
needs of those displaced, fo-
cusing on assisting pregnant
and lactating women and
households with children
aged 6-23 months, as well as
quick impact livelihood sup-
port through cash transfers
and appropriate training.
“This is another significant
step in lifesaving and hu-
manitarian assistance with the
support of the government of
Canada especizaily to conflict-

affected people in Zamboanga
and Maguindanao. Thismakes
Canada’s support very unique
and strategic in such a criti-

‘cal sitgation,” ACF Interna-.

Honal country director Javad
Amoozegar said.

The Cad$ 750,000 in assis-
tance to the ICRC will provide
medical care and physical
rehabilitation to detainees and
weapon-wounded patients
through six ICRC-trained/
supported heaiin facilities.

concerned with women and
girls, who are often the most
valnerable in crises. That is
why they are at the heart of
Canada’s humanitarian re-
sponse,” Reeder added.

Of the funds, Cad$ 500,000
will be provided to the ACF
to improve food security for
more than 3,000 people dis-
placed by conflict in Zambe-
anga and Maguindanao. The
assistance will include the
provision of unconditional

u
I

~t
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Canada calls
for better
pmtecnon |
for foreign
to unsts m PH
' ‘As Canada mourns the death of
its second national int the hands of the
i Abu Sayaff, it called on the Philippine .
govennnenttogwebetterpretectwnfor
foreign tourists visiting Philippines. |
“We would like o see more foreign
tourists to choose fhe Philippines as |
a destination of choice. And obviously
security and safety for forezgn tour-
ists afid community isvery, very 54
Canada caHs for better... a
important. I cannot emphasize this enough When police opened the bag, it contained
that a safe and secure environment for  the decapitated head of Hall, who accord-
foreigners who are visiting is necessary”  ing to sources was beheaded in Barangay
Canadian Ambassador to the Philippines  Bud Bunga by the followers of ASG leader
" Neéil Resdér stressed during 4 press hrief  HatibHajan Sawadjaan. Yesterday, the dé
ing of the Department of Tourism (DOT) in  capitated head was flown to Camp Crame
Makati City yesterday for forensic examination.

Reeder issued the statement after A militant video obtained by police of
anthorities confirmed that Canadian na-  ficials and seen by The Associated Press
tional Robert Hall of Calgary, Canada was  showed Hallin an orange shirt and kneeling
beheaded by the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf  in front of a black Islatnic State-style flag
shortly after 3 p.-m Monday after the group  before he was kifled in a jungie area.

failed to received their ransom demand of ,
300 million (56.5 million). No ransom pelicy

The same group beheaded Hall's compa- In Ottawa, Canadian Prime Minister

~ triot, John Ridsdel, a former mining execu-  Justin Trudeau said there was “compelling
tive last April after the bandits failed to get  reasonto believe” that Hall had been killed by
the same amount of ransom demand. his captors upon recetving information. “We

Hall, Ridsdel, Norweigian resortmanag-  have every reason to believe that the reports
‘er Kjartan Sekkingtad and Hall's girlfriend are unfortunatdy true,” Trudean said.
Filipina Maritess Flor were abducted by “He said he was “horrified” by the kill-
armed men from an island resort in Samal, . mgs and reaﬁrmeﬂ Canada s refusal to
Davao del Norte in September last year and . pay rapsoms.
brought to Sulubyboat. . . “The government of Canada will not and

Jolo residents told police two motorcy- cannot pay ransoms for hostages to terrorist

T cievndmg men abandoned a striped plastic  groups, as doing sowould endanger the lives
OFFICEOF THE  bag in front of the Jolo cathedral shortly  ofmore Canadians,” Trudeau said in a State- { 4e51 5285 5295
before 9 p.m. Monday _ .ment (With a report from Noney Laeson}
”
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Pugotnaulong Canadsaﬂ ﬂmagsn sa simbahan

Sa 1abi ng Mt. Car-
mel Cathedral ftinapon

. ng mga bandidong Abu

Savvaf Group (A5G} ang
ulo ng isa pang Canadian
hostage na kanilang pinu-
gutan sa isang lugar sa
lalawigan ng Suln.

Ang karumaldumal
na pamugugot ng o sa
Canadian hostage na si
Robert Hall ay apinakalat
pa ng Abu Sayvaf Group
sa social networking site
kung saan kitang kita
pa ang pagmamakazwa
nito sa kaniyvang mga
abductors.

Makikita sa video
na si Hall ay payat na
pavat sanhi ng matinding
gutom al mahina ang ka-
tzwan bunga ng saki nito.

Bandang. alas-
8:435 ng gabi nang matag~
puan ag niga sibilvan ang
puget na ulo i Hall sa
tabi i Mt. Carmel Cathe-
dral s2 Sanchez St.. Brgy.
Walled City Jolo, Suluna

Ura nang nagbigay ng

ultimatem na hansgang

alas-3 ng hapon nitong

Hun¥yo 13 ang mga ban-
dxdopara:bxga) sa kanila
ang hinthinging P600 M
ransom 2t kung hindi ay

- itatujoy ang pagpugct hg
~ wlokay Hall.

TUnanang pinugman ng
ulo ng mga bandido ang
kasamahang Canadian ni

- ¥al ma si John Ridsdei na
nabigo namang maibigay
*ang P300 M ransom.
nakasilid sa pldstic bag.

Ang mga kidnappers

ay uba nang humingi ng -

tig Plbilyon ransom sa
bawat isang Samal hos-

tages na na:baba sa P300
M bawat isa pero muiing
itinaas sa tig PO00 M.

Sa kasalukuvan ay bi-
hag parin ng mga bandido
ang mga kasamahan ng

‘raga ftong sina Kjartan

Sekkingsiad. Isang Nor-
wegian at ang Pinay na
s Maritess Flor. Ang apat
na hostages ay dinnkot
ng mga bandido noong
Setyembre 21.2015 sa 1s-
land Garden City of Samal
sa Davao del Norie-Joy
Cantos-
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7 unglayang gawin
‘ ng mga bandi-
; dong Abu Sayyaf
Group na mangidnap
at pumatzy ay dapat ay
gawin din ito ng pama-
halaan. :

hoang raisni Senator
Panfilo “Ping™ Lacson
kung siya lang ang ma-
sUsunog.

Sa kanyang Twitter

“aecormnt, sinabi oi Lacson

na sa ilahim ng adminis-
trasyonsi President-elect

Rodrige Duterte ang ta-
mang panzhon para kid-
napin Tin at patayin ang
mga Abu Sayyaf nz mu-
ling namugot ng kanilang
bihag na Canadian citizen
matapos hindi maibigay
ang hinihinging ransom.

Subalit. Inamin ni

" 'Nina MALOU ESCUDERO at JOY CANTOS

“Lacson na kinakaifangan

ng mahusay na intelli-
‘gence para matukoy ang
kimaroroonan ngmga Abu
Sayyaf. .

1giniit rin ni Lacson
na maaaring bigyan ng
emergency powers ng
Kongrese si Duterte para
maresolba hindi lamang
ang problema sa trapiko

kung hindi maging ang

problema sa illegal na

_droga at Abu Sayyaf.

Hindi nin aniya dapat
*masunog o mabulilyasoe
ang anumang hakbang
laban sa Abu Savyaf na
may natitira papg mga
bihag.

Naniniwala fin si Lac-
son na sa panahon ng pa-

" rehivon ng Mindanao

upang tuldukan na ang
lumalalang problema

‘ng pamahalazn sa mga
~-bandidong Abu-Sayyaf.

Group. - :

Anya, isang mabisang
paraan ang martial Jaw
para masugpo ang mga

1marahas nia aktibidades
ng Abu Sayyaf na may

ugnayan sa Jemash Is-

lamiyah. ang Southeast
Asian terror network na
naitatag ni Osama bie
Laden ng Al Qaeda.

-] e -pang- sinabi -ni
incoming FPresident Ro-
drigo Duterte na pina-
flanc nivang magpatupad
ng Martial Law upang
-matugunan ang erorismo
na kinasasangkutan ng
Abu Sayyaf.

munungkulan ni Duoterte
niya nakikitang masusug-
po ang bandidong grupo.

Samantala. sinupor-
tahan ni incoming Phi-
lippine Nationa! Police
(PNP) Chief P/Chief
Supr. Renald “Bato™ dela
Rosa ang panukalang
pagpapamipad ng martial
law sa llang bahagi ng

ocal: 5285, 5285
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napin, patayin! — Lacson:

R

]

Dahil sa matinding galit
matapos na pugutan ng
Aby Sayyal Group (ASG)
ang isa pa nilang binag na
Canadian national, nais
ni Senator Panfiio *Ping”
\ agson tia Kidnapin din at
pagpapatayin ng gobyemo
ang lahat ng mga miyem-
brong ASGna naghanasik
ng terorismo sa bansa.

Sa post sa kanyang
Twitter account, sinabi M
Lacson na sa ilalim ng
admiristrasyon ni Presi-
gerit-elect Rodrigo Duterte
ang tamang panahon paa
dukutin at patayin ang mga
Ahy Sayafl matapos pu-

gutan ng uio ang Canadian
na s Robert Halt nang hind
maibigay ang hinihinging
PBE00 milyong ransom.
“slp beter ime fo ad-
dress the ASG problem
than under Pres. Duterte:
kidnap them back or kill

ihem,” matapang na pa- -

hayagni Lacson.
. Gayunman, aminadd
si Lacson na kKallangan
ng isang mahusay na in-
telligence nelwork para
matukoy ang kinarorconar
ng ASG. ’ -
=if there's a beétter
sime to engage the ASG
“it for tat, it's under Pres.

Duterte”s administra-
fion, Kaliangen lang muna
ang isang mehusay atmati-
yagang inteliigence waork
para pinpoint accuracy ika
nga £8 mga targets. There
should be no room for mis-
1aken identties for obvious
reasons,” ani Lacson.
Samariala, maaanng

mabigyan ng ‘emergency
powers” g KOngresc st
Duterte para marasciba
nindilamang ang probiema
sa trapiko kundi maging sa.
flegal na droga &t paglipot
sa ASG.

“Congress should grart
the next president emer-

gency powers 1o solve the
traffic problem. Maybe,
against itlegal drigs and
Abu Sayyaf as well” ani
Lacson.

Hingi rin aniya dapat
“masunog” 0 mabulilyasoc
ang anumang hakbang ja-
ban sa Abu Sayyaf na may
natitira pang rmga bitag.

#Kung ibabase ko S8
mahabang karanasan &t
mga progouncements na
rin .ni Maycr Duterte, sa
kanyang adrain ko nakikita
ang lahat ng glement para
rmaubos nang wluyan ang
Abu Sayyaf,” ani Lacson.
(Malou Escuderc)
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Kamara futol sa ‘batas militar’

Maiamig ang mga mambabatas sa Mababang
Kapuiungan rig Kongreso sa panukalang magpaiupad
ng batas militar sa Mindanac- ‘

Sinabi ni House Speakar Feliciano Belmonte Jr. 1ia
xortra siya Sa pagpapataw ng batas militar katit na
limitado lamang ito laban sa mga kasapi ng Abu Sayaif
Group (ASG) sa liang bahagi ng Mindarac. Kasunod
na fn fto sa serye ng pagdukot g ASG at pagpugoet
sa uin ng kanilang mga bihag.

“Naniniwala ake na ang malakas na pamumuno
i President-glect Duterte, &y sapaina st pagtugis sa
mga miyembrong Abu Sayafi,” pahayag il Beimonite.

Samantala, naniniwaia st Anak Mindanao party-
list Rep. Makmod Mending na kailangan muneng
pag-aralan hg majalim ng mga awicrdad kung paano
susugpuin ang mga miyemibro ng ASG na naghahasik
ng lagim sa flang bahagi ng Mindanao.

" will support the imposition of fmited martial faw
as long as the executive branch can justify i before
Congress.” ani Buhay party-iist Rep. Lito Atienza.
(Buich Quejada) ’
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Natagpuan na ang ulo
ng isang Canadian hos-

tage na pinagutan ngAbu.

Sayyaf Group {ASG) s&
1abi ng Mt. Carmel Cathe-
dral sa Jolo, Sulumatapos
na mabigong bayaran ang
P800 milyong ransom na
hinihingl hg mga bandido.

8a isang pulong-ba-
titaan sa Camp Crame
kahapon, sinabi ni Philip-

pine National Police (PNP)
Spokesman Chief Supt.
Wiiben Mayorna bandang
alas-8:45 ng gabi nitong
Lunes nang matagpuan
ng mga sibilyan ang pugot
na ulo ng Canadian hos-
tage na‘si Robert Hall na
nakasilid sa isang plastic
bag sa tabi ng Mt Camel
Cathedral sa Sanchez 5t.,
Brgy. Walled City sa Jolo.

Ang narekober na pugot na ulo ng C national
Y na si Robert Hall, )

‘Nina JOY CANTOS at RUDY ANDAL

Nagresponde ang mga
awioridad sa lugardakong
atas<d ng umaga kahapon
at narekober ang pugotna
Lo saka agad na dinala s&
Marila para sa masusing
pagsusur.

Tinataya na pinugttan
si Hall ng mga bandido sa
pagitan ng alas-3:00-3:15
ng hapon noong Lunes
bage ang pagtatapos ng
ibinigay nataning, dahil na
rin sa medyo matigas pa
nang rmarekober ang o,

. Naipasa na ng pamé-
halaan ang ulo ni Hall sa

kustodya ng Canadian
Embassy para sa posib-
leng DNAtesting.

Ang karumai-dumal
na pagpugot sa uio ni Hall
ay ipinakalat pa ng ASG
sa social networking site
kung saan kitang kita ang
pagmamakaaws niic sa
kanyang mga abductors
bago pugutan.

Makikita sa video na si
Hall ay payat na payai san-
ki ng matinding gutom
&t mahina ang katawan
bunga ng sakit nito habang
finubuan nang mahabang

balbas. .

Agad na kinondena ni
Panguiong Benigno Agui-
no Il ang karumal-dumal
na pagpatay kay Hall.

“We strongly condemn
the brusal and senseless
murder of Mr. Robert Hall,
& Canadian national, after
being held captive by the
Abu Sayyat group in Sulu
for the past nine months.

We exiend cur deepest
sympathy and condolen-
ces to his bereaved fa-
mily. Wethank the Canadi-
an govermnmentand pecple

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email ade: oacpa army2012@gmail

for their. steadfast support
and understanding which
has been sxiremely helpiul
in our determined efforts
6 end this decades-oid
_.problem,” ayon kay PCOO
Sec, Herminio Coloma Jr.
Tutungo ngayong
~umaga ang Pangulo sa
Jolo upang alamin ang
ginagawang military at
police operations laban
sa ASG. ) :
Aycntiaman kay Major
Eelimon Tan, spokesman
ng AFP-Western Mind-
anao Command,. hind

makatao at patunay la--

mang na pagiging mala-

demonyong aktibidad ng
mga teroristang Abu Sayy-
af ang pagpugot kay Mall.

Sa ngayon, may pito
pang bihag ang Abu Sayafi
kebiiang na ang dalawang
nalalabing kasamahan
ni Hall na dinukot sa Is-
lang Garden of Samai sa
Davao del Norte noong
Setyembre 21, 2015 na
sina Kjartar Sekkingstad,
isang Norwegian at Pinay
nz si Maritess Florn.

Una nang pinugutan
ng ASG noong Abril 25
ang kaniizng kasamahan
na i John Hidsel, isa ring

' Canadian national dahil

sa kabiguang magbayad
ng P300 milvong ransom.

ervi

np the peopie. Sesuring 108
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MILF: Pass BBL first before shifting
to federalism s secsrom=no

DAVAO CITY - The Moro Islamic

ers. The legislation

the plan to change

Liberation Front (MILF) wants the pro- wouild implemert i
posed Bangsarmoro Basic Law {BBL)tobe the final peace ?:igﬁﬁgggf;fsﬁ
enacted first before the incoming adminis- agreement signed one of the prioriti os
trafion pursues efforts to change the type by the government of the Duterte ad-
of government from unitary to federal.. and the MILF in ietration.

MILF vice chairman for political affairs
Ghadzali Jaafar said it may teke time before
their peace agreement with the govern-

2014. The measure
was bypassed by
the 16th Congress

Alvarez.,
Duterte’s choice
for speaker of the

ment is implemented if the establishment despite being a pri- House of Represen-
of the Bangsamoro government is sub- ority of the Aquino tatives, said the BBL
administration. -

sumed by the planned shift to federalism.

“What we want, as far as we're con-

_ cerned, is to implement the Bangsamoro

government first before federalism,”
Jaafar said. )

“We believe it would be better if the

Duterte, on the
other hand, is push-
ing for afederal type
of government that
would possibly in-

would have to give
way to federalism
“because they are
the same concept.”

- Jaafar believes Al-

varez’s statements

Bangsamozo government is implemented dude the Bangsam- are personal and do
first. The implementation of-a-federal oro.government. notreflect the official
government, in case it is approved by - Federalism in- ctand of the Dutterte

the Bangsamoro people, will take longer

because the Congress of the Philippines of powers between . - in e
561l has to work 5{ out,” he adéed.?p the central govern- siiﬁtigf% g}nﬁfe
Jaafar also be- —eiein ment and local state gan AmMOTO ZOV-
lieves the BBL governments, a sef- emrrgxentcouldw'eld'
should be a legisla- up that its suppoxi- neoative each OYII'IS
tion separate from ers believe would S Enow
“that which would promote develop- Bangsamoro peopl .
-establishfederalistii. ?&?ﬁl c;uts:lde Me_trq bove been waiting

“Naturally, the
BBL should be-
come a law. The
Bangsamore (gov-

volves the sharing

‘The systém
would allow local
state governments

ernmient) canmot be to levy, taxes, imple-
implemented with- ment business regui-
out a law,” he said.” lations, build infra-

Jaafay, neverthe-
less, remains opi-

structure and estab-
lish courts, among

mistic that the BBL other powers.

would be enacted . Last month,
under the presiden- Davao del Norte
cy of Duterte, the representative-elect
first chief executive Pantaleon Alvarez
from Mindanao. said the incoming

The proposed
BBL seeks to form
a new Bangsam-
oro region with en-
hanced -economic
and political pow-

Congress would
not tackle the BBL.
because it would

‘be subsumed by

administrabon. He
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for so long. Many of them are frustrated

because the resolution of the Bangsameoro

issue is taking so long despite the agree-
ment,” Jaafar said: :

The MILF official believes the recent
violent incidents may have been borne out
of the frustration of some groups who are
waiting for the peaceful resolution of the
Bangsamoro issue.

When asked if he thinks violence
would erupt if the BBL is not passed,

Jaafar said: “I'm not saying that. But I -

believe that it is one of the motivations of
some people who are sowing violence.”
Jaafar admitted the Bangsamoro people

' are disappointed with the non-passage of

the BBL under the Aquine administzation.
Reaching out to MNLF

Jagfar also revealed that hié group is
talking to the Moro National Liberation

Front (MINLE} to come up with a unified

stand on the Bangsamoro government.

1 am very optimistic that eventually,
we can come out with a common ap-
proach in order to address the Bangsam-
oro issue,” he said.

Jaafar said the MILF and the MNLF
would look into the provisions of the final
peace agreement, induding the territories
to be covered by the
Bangsamoro politi-
cal entity.

He noted that
under the Tripoli
Agreement, which
paved the way fora’
peace dealbetween .
the government
‘and the MINLF in
'1996, the entity cov-
ers 13 provirnces.

The Comprehen-
sive Agreement on

* the Bangsamoro signed by the govern-
mernt and the MILF, meanwhile, involves
‘only five provinces.
7 "We can torne up with a solution to this -
issue. There are other issues which I don't
want to take up in public,” Jaafar said.
Jaafar said their efforts would also in-

;glﬁre the improvement of the proposed
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Oslo talks
a reunion
of friends
—Joma

LUCENA CITY—The
preliminary- talks
that should lead to
fhe resumption of
peace negomations
" between the gov-
ermment and the
commumists will be
a'happy reunion of
old friends.

.9 am sure the at-

| -mosphere will be

cordial. We are old
friends who worked
[together] produc-
tively in the past,”
Communist Party of
the Philippines
founder Jose Maria
Sison said in aft on-

. iine interview from

his base in Utrecht,
the Netherlands, on
Tuesday. .
He said the three-
day talks, set to be-
gin on Thursday in
Oslo, Norway, will be
a “happy occasion.™

National
Democratic Front of

The

the Philippines
(NDFP)" negouating
panel composed of Si-

" son, panel head Tuis
- Jalandoni and four
“other 1ebel leaders

flew to Oslo on Tues-

. day The government
¢ representatives in the
 ‘Seandinavian city are
" snecoming Labor Sec-
' retary Sivestre Bello
- T and peace negotia-

tor Jesus Dureza.
Bello led the gov-
ermment panél in the
peace megotiations
with the NDEP be-
tween 1992 and

1908, “while Dureza

setved as presidential
peace adviser in the
Ramos and Arroyo
admixnistrations.
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CTERNAL PLANS, FORTUNE LIFE ACCREDITED WITH AFP Eternal Plans inc. and Fortune Life Insurance o, Signeda memorandum of agreement with the Armed Forces
the Philippines {AFP) accrediting the two companies asfinancial institutions authorized to-vffer their servicesto AFP personmel, payable through safary deductions. The formal signir

ceremony was held on Jone 6.3t the AFP Finance Center, ‘General Headquarters, Camp General Emilio #guinaldo, Quezon City, together with 10 other financial institutions, I was b
Ty (third to fifth from left) Evelyn T. Carada, EVP and general managerof Forfune Life; Rear Adm. Alian B. Rosai, tieputy chiefof staff for Persennet Ji and chairman of the AFP Finandi

snetitution Accreditation Baard {AFPFIRB);and Eimer Lovica; president and (00 of Eternal Plans, Flanking them are (from ieft): Fortune Life’s Floreda C. Constantine, execative assista
o the first¥ice president, matketing and sales; Virgilio S Aquine, FVP marketingani sales; Fternal Plans’s RelandoB. Bongalon, senior assistant vice president, sales and marketing; ar
Jerry D. Barrantes, fraining manager. .
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Chinese, SEA foreign ministers
meet amid sea tensions
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China hits Pinoyy
 to Scarbomugh Shﬁaﬁ

CHINA has “called “an af.
" front to its sovereignty” the -
“recent attempt by 15 Fil-
. ipino “youth: ACHvIsts o
_plant a Philippine flag on:
" Scarborough Shoal off the
provinee of . Zambales 1o
"China calls

mark Independence Day ozz_
June 12. '

The P}zﬂlppme Depart—;-:;

ment of Foreign K Affairs’
(DEA), however, saw noth-

ing wrong with with the na-

tHonalistic attempt by mem-

- bers -of Kalayaan Atin Ito

(Freedom This Is Ours}
movement to reclaim, albeit
symbolically, what is part of

“Philippine territory. _
“The features that they -

(protesters) planned to g0
to, all of them are part of

pur{teriitory): We . have .

sovereign rights and juris:
dictions over those fea-
wures,” DEA spokesperson
Charles Jose 5aid in a news
briefing on Monday. . .

But he stressed the gov--
ernment’s main CcONCEIN

_was the safety of the young

Filipinos. “They didn’t have
1o unmecessarily risk their
lives,” ke said. -

In Chma foreign mmlstxy :

Masinloc

' 'spokesperson Lo Kang reit-
- erated .
~SOVETEIgnty

h15 counuy's

< over
‘saying it
“mherent tem—

‘I—Iuangyan Dao
WS Chm
tory”_ R
‘Prevocat‘i\'fe act‘tons’ K
Huangyan Dao is what
Scarborough
Shoal, which is also’known
to TFilipinos as Bajo -de
and  Panatag

‘Shoal.
“We urge the Phﬂ1ppmes

" to respect China’s territorial -

sovereignty and not take
any provocanve actions,”
Lu saidin & press briefing in
Beijing on June 13, a wan-
script of which was pasted
en the Chinese foreign min-
istry website.

The artempt to plant a
flag on the shoal to assert
the Philippines’ ownerskip |
was thwarted by the Chi-
nese Coast Guard op June
12, which was also the eve
of a two-day emergency
meeting of the Association
of Southeast Asian Na-
tons {(Asean) and China in
Kunming to find ways to
lower tensioms in the dis-
puted portions of the
South China Sea.
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1.5 June 2016

' Bﬁ Joyce Ann 1. Racamora

China has-onece again rexzerated its
- insistence on ownership of the disputed
areain South China Sea after a group
2of Filipino youth and an American
. yolunteer sailed to Panatag Shoal last
" Sunday to placethe country’s flag in view
of the Philippine Independence Day.

- In & press conference, Chinese. 3
‘Foreign Ministry Spokesman Lu Kang Y
made his strong stand clear on China’s
sovereignty over the disputed sea.

*  LuKang dismissed the youths’ actions
as provocative, saying “we haverepeatedly
stated that Huangyan Dao (Panatag Shoal)
js China's inherent territory.

-#*Wenrgethe Philippinesto respect
Ching’sterritorial sovereignty and not
take-any provocative actions,” he said.

" The incident happened on Sunday
adjacent to the Special China-Asean
hefore the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

:""‘"zﬁ’e}d yesterday, June M marking the 25th

T amniversary of diplomatic ties between .

f)hma and Asean in whichthe P}uhppmes it ﬁ&mmf A Filipino dctivist 'hofdsa thppme ﬂa_q wht!e a Chinese coast guard ship soifs dose by their

amember coantry.
> ’ﬁ“” a .mwbom‘ gt the Scarb prough Shoal, just 230 kilometres off Luzon, ithe West Philippine Sea. Fifipino protesters
‘The 10-courtr; union Aseam K dwmed that Chma s const a.mm‘b:ock dandsproved them w;th wcn‘er astheir srraﬂ group saifedto the shoal to

Turn fo z)"‘qE 2 mak P AP
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" Cold-blooded murder
@ NOTHER GRIM Monday deadline, another hapless
. hostage dead. On Monday, June 13, the Abu Sayyaf
g Yl Group beheaded Canadian hostage Robert Hall some-
Fhere in Suly, after the lapse of the 3 pL. ransom payment
Beadline. Hours later, the victm's severed head was found
near a c¢harch in Jolo, Sulu—delivered as proof of death by
the bandit group. In Ottawa, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
‘g ORIAL Trudeau issued a pained but resolute
AR URIAL - statement. “The vicious and bratal ac-
<Hons of the hostage-takers have led to a needless death.
Canada holds the terrorist group who took him hostage fully
“fesponsible for this cold-blooded and senseless murder”
““” Hall was the second Canadian hostage executed by the
Abu Sayyaf ‘bandit group in two months.
... Onanother Monday, last April 25, afrer the deadline for
paying another exorbitant 1ansom passed, John Ridsdel-—
“ith Hall, part of the group thatwas abducted from Samal’
-Island in September last year—-was beheaded, and proof
~ of death was also delivered. Trudeau condemned Rids-
“delskilling as “an act of éoldiblooded murder” o
- Two more hostages' from that Samal Island group re-
gnain in captivity: the Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and
the Filipino Maritess Flor. More hostages, both foreign
- and Filipino, lan guish in other Abu S ayyaf camps. Itis true
‘that several Indonesian hostages have been released; this
© “fust mean thatransom was paid, because the Abu Sayyaf
.is nothing but a brutal business. It understands only two
‘motivations: violence and money.

v E The uiifortinate Canadians were beheaded while their

“¢ormpanions remain hostages for a business reason. The
Fandit group demanded a steep price for their freedom,
_about P300 million each. The Indonesians were released
‘because the ransom was a much more “reasonable” fig-
“gre; about P50 mitlion for the first 10 sailors was report-
i2dly paid. The hostages who remain in humiliating captiv-
ity are either perceived by the bandit group as too rich or
“are in fact t00 poOT 10 pay fortheirwayout. - -
“"-When the money did not materialize, the brutal gang
"did the only other thing it knows to do: unleash violence.
The National Ulama Conference of the Philippines
{NUCP) condemned Hall's beheading. “We from NUCP
;-{si:r-ongly condemn this terrorism. This is un-Jstamic, inhu-
"pan, and condemnable;” said Alih Aiyub, national secre-
Jfary general of the NUCE ‘ ,
»., From Malacafiang, Secretary Herminio Coloma issueda
Pledge on behalf of President Aquino: “This Jatest heinous
_erime serves to stengthen our government’s resolve to
sput an end to this reign of terror and banditry” '
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o Butin truth, and despite the deployment of hundreds of
“soldiers and the use of sophisticated technology in those
pazts of Sulu believed to be Abu Sayyaf strongholds, the
Aquine administration is running -eur of time. In two
- aweeks, the Abu Sayyaf problem—Ilargely dormant during
President Aquino’s term, but now active again—will be-
. ZCome the burden of the Duterte presidency. .
1 What can be done to uproot Abu Sayyaf banditry
scompletely? =~ Pl e ST
_ The first task is the most difficult one: To-convince con- -
_reerned parties not 10 pay ransom at afl, because while it
-may buy the victims’ freedom, it will also ensure that a
“Better-equipped, better-supplied, better-supported ban- -
“dit group will abduct more victims in theé futare, Trudeau
-Bas called on his colleagues in the so-called Group of 7, -
Zhe richest nations, to avold paying ransom altogether.
=i he government of Canada will not and cannot pay ran-
-#oms for hostages to terrorist groups, as doing so would
“endanger the lives of more Canadians,” he said. _
T The second step is complicated but for very different
‘Yeasons. The ulama of the Philippines pointed to the prob-
.lem. Afyib told the INQUIRER: “We are saddened, too, by
«the insensitvity of the-government; especially the TGUs
«from regional to provincial to municipal to barangay, and
“heir Tack of cooperation with the PNP and the AFP to -
“eliminate this terrorist group.” .
~ The porousness of boundaries, the melting away of tra-
-ditional roles, have always been part of the reality of the
.bandit group. Its numbers swell when ransom is paid, be-
cause there is money to spread. Its numbers stay steady
during lean times, because clan and family ties help sup-
...port the bandits. When the ulama speak of a “lack of coop-.
.eration,” this is part of what they mean.. '
s The third challenge is economic. If the Abu Sayyafis a
:criminal enterprise, it thrives when poverty meets ideolo-
gy or indoctrination. A lasting solution to the problem
rnust therefore include the dramatic reduction of poverty

“in some of the country’s poorest areas.
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Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ORLINE REWS
15 JURE 2016

PINOY PRIDE | Lady trooper wins silver in Thai marathon

FORT BONIFACIO, Metro Manila — A female private first class from the Philippine Army won the silver
redal and a trophy in the 11th edition of the Laguna Phuket international Marathon heid at Phuket,

Thailand last June 5, 2016.

Pfc. Jho-An Banayvag of the Special Service Center. Philippine Army placed second in the 21-km half-
marathon and placed third in the overall female categories.

Banayag, who was among the 8,000 iocal and foreign marathoners from 56 different countries, compieted
the chalienging 21-km run in just one hour and 29 minutes passing through foca! villages, pineapple and

rubber plantations in Laguna Phuket.

Laguna Phuket International Marathon is a yearly running competition being organized by the Go
Adventure Asia. The running event is composed of 2-km, 5-km, 10.5-km, 21-km half-marathon and 42-km

marathon races.

The event was designed fo be a fun and family oriented affair in conjunction with the Laguna Phuket
Foundation, which supports educational and social devetopment of local communities, marine end natural

environmental conservation,

The Philippine Army, on the other hand, takes pride in its soldier-athietes that possess world-class skills.

“These recent victories continue to bring honor and pride to the Philippine Army,” said Col. Kiram Azgar
Grajo, the SSC Director. “It is also a clear manifestation that Army soldiers do not only excel in combat,

but are also world-ciass athietes.”

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land,
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intel efforts being intensified to locate ASG lairs. Samal hostages in Sulu
From the Philippine News Agency {Jun 14):

The Western Mindanao Command (NVESMINCOM) on Tuesday announced that it has intensified efforts to
track the exact locations of the Abu Sayyaf Group {(ASG) bandits and the two
remaining Samat Island hostages in Sulu.

This in wake of the bandit group's brufal beheading of Canadian Robert Hall on Monday and subsequent discovary
and recovery of the victim's head in front of the Joic Cathedral at 8:45 p.m. of the same day.

"What we are strengthening right now is the intelligence collection to detrmine once and for all, where they
are hiding and the location of their hostages,"” WESMINCOM spokesperson Major Filemon Tan said when
asked on what counter-actions the military is planning against the ASG.

He added that heavy vegetation, difficulties in making undetected approaches, and the bandits’ mastery of
the Sulu terrain, ability to blend with the civilian population due to kinship, and refusal of the ASG to fight,
are the reasons why the military, despite the deployment of around 10 battalions in the province, is having a
difficult time in tracking the brigands.

Aside from Samal Island captives Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingtad and Fifipina Marites Flor, Hall's girffriend, another
five hostages are in the hands of the ASG in Suil.

These include Duich birdwatcher Ewoid Horn and four Filipinos.

Hall was beheaded after both the Philippine and Canadian govemments ignored the 2: :00 p.m.. June 13 deadline of
the ASG which stipulated that they will execlte one of the hostages i the Phps0J0 million wag nat paid

Hall, Sekkingtad and Fior and Canadian John Ridsel were snatched Dy the A5G at a posh resort in Samal island last
Sept. 21.

The ASG beheaded Ridsel fast April 25 after the Philippine and Canadian governments refused tc pay his PHP3L0
million ransom,

http:/fww.pna.gov.ph

Palace ‘strongly’ condemns beheading of Canadian hostage
From the Philippine News Agency {(Jfun 14);

Malacanang on Tuesday strongly condemned the beheading of the last Canadian hostage Robert Hall held
captive by the Abu Sayyaf Group in Sulu for the past nine months,

"We strongly condemn the brutal and senseless murder of Mr. Robert Hali," Presidential Communications
Operations Office (PCOO) Secretary Herminio Coloma Jr. said in a press statement.

The Palace also extended its deepest sympathy and condolences to the bereaved family of Hall.

The Western Mindanao Command on Tuesday confirmed that the ASG bandits have beheaded Hall after his family
reportedly failed o pay the PHPS00 million ransom.

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Last April 25, the ASG beheaded the first Canadian hostage John Ridsei after the Philippine and Canadian
govermnments refused to pay PHF30C million ransom.

"We thank the Canadian govemment and people for their steadfast support and understanding which has been
extrernely helpful in our determined efforts to end this decades-oid probiem,” Coloma said.

Hall and Ridsel along with Norwegian Kiartan Sekkingtad and Filipina companion Marites Flor were snatched by the
ASG in an exclusive resort in Samal island on Sept. 21 |ast year.

"We truly regret that our people’s cherished tradition of extending gracious hospitality toward foreign
nationals has been marred by a small band of criminais whose despicabie actions have been abetted by the
extortion of ransom from their previous victims,” Coloma said.

He said for the past two months, the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police have waged
continuing military and law enforcement operations "that have degraded the capabifity of our enemies and liimited

their movements.”

"This latest heinous crime serves to strengthen our govemment's resclve to put an end to this reign of {e7or and
banditry," Coloma said.

nipfwww pna.gov.ph
Trudeau slams ASG execution of Canadian; villagers hinder AFP pursuit
From InterAksyon (Jun 14)

The Phitippine govemnment confirmed on Tuesday the execution of & Canadian who had been held hestage by the
Abu Sayyaf Islamist militant group in Jolo islend with three other peopfe since September 2015, Canadign Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau said that it appearsd the second execution of a Canadian hostage by Abu Sayyat in recent

months had taken place, and denounced the ASG.

Meanwhile, the Philippine military operations to pursue the Abu Sayyaf were being hinderet by a reported
moves of local villagers to cover up for the kidnappers, many of whom are related to them in extended clans.
Nonetheless, the operations continue unabated, according to @ News$ report (VIDEQ BELOW).

"We strongly condemn the brutal and senseless murder of Mr. Robert Hall, & Canadian national, afier be:ng held
captive by the Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu for the pest nine months,” outgoing Philippines President Benigno Aguino
had said in a statement.

A Philippine military spokesman said earlier & severed head had been found near 2 Catholic cathedral on a remote
southem igland late on Monday. No identification had been made yet.

Hall was taken captive by the miiitants with three others from an upscale resort on Samal island, hundreds of miles
east of jolo,

Another Canadian who was held captive, former mining executive John Ridsdel, was executed by the group in April

A Norwegian man and a Filipina are stil being held.

Trudeau told reporters that "Canada holds the terrorist group who took Mr. Hall hostage fully responsible for this

Army Core Purpose: 5erving the peopie. Securing the fand.
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cold-blooded and senseless murder”.

He said Sunday's attack on & gay nightclub in Oriando, Florida, and the killing of Hall "serve as devastating
reminders for all of us, the vicious acts of hatred and violence cannot be olerated in any form",

Abu Sayyaf, based in the south of the mainly Roman Catholic Philippines, is known for Kidnapping, behesdings and
extortion,

Security is precarious in the southem Phllippines despite a 2014 peace pact between the government ard the
largest Muslim rebel group that ended 45 yvears of conflict.

In Manita, President-elect Rodrige Duterie's nationa! security adviser said Duterte's new govemnment, which {akes
charge on June 30, would "take a stronger action against lawlessness in the south”

"We cannot allow this situation to continue, this shouid end once and for ali,” Duterte's adviser Hermogenes Esperen
told Reuters.

Abu Sayyaf had initially demanded one billion pesos {$21.7 million) each for ihe detainees, but it lowerec the ransom
to PhP 300 million each early this year.

Preliminary intefligence reports in the Philippines indicated Hall had been behgaded 10 minutes after z & p.m.
deadiine lapsed in the mouniains outside the town of Patikut on Jolo island.

Philippine medig had already guoted Abu Raami & spokesman for Abu Sayyaf, confrming the execution
hitp://interaksyon.com

Abu Savyvaf 'cutsourcing’ kidnap operations — police
From Rappler {Jun 14);

The Abu Sayyaf has reportedly hired other criminal groups and ouisiders (o do the inteligence gathering and heavy
litting in connection with its kidnap-for-ransom activities

QUTSOURCED CRIME. Folice Senior Superintendent Edwin Buenaveniura C. Wagan, Zamboange de/ Norte
Provincial Police Directcor, fields questions at a press conference in Camp Hamac. Dipoiog City, on June 14, 2076

Photo by Gualberto Laput/Rappler

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, Philippines — The Abu Sayyaf group is reportedly "outsourcing” its kidnap-for-
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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ransom operations, police here said on Tuesday, June 14.

Police Senior Superintendent Edwin Buenaventura C. Wagan, Zamboanga del Norte Police Provincial
Director, confirmed this two days aﬁer authontle.. nabbed an alieged accomplice of the Abu Sayyafin at

least two kidnapping cases, Bbuer:

Wagan said the Abu Sayyaf's "outsourcing” operations include hiring local criminal groups to do the
"tracing” or identifying and intelligence gathering on potential Kidnap victims.

He said the Abu Sayyaf also hires another criminal group to do the actual abduction as well as transporting
the victim to Abu Sayyaf's hideout in Jolo or Basilan where they will be held as hostages pending ransom

payment.

Another group or person is then tapped to negotiate on behalf of the Abu Sayyaf for ransom payment,
Wagan said.

Authorities nabbed Gumandol, also known as "Sehar Mulok™ and "Red Eye," in Barangay Kaliantana, Naga
in Zamboanga Sibugay at dawn on Monday, June 12. He faces kidnapping charges for his alieged involvement in
the 2015 abduction of former Italian missionary Rolando del Torchic and Mayor Jeffrey Lim of Salug, Zamboanga del

Norte, in 2012
Both were released after allegedly paying ransom.

Wagan described Gumandol - who is said to have more than 20 followers in Salug - as the Abu Sayyafs
"spotter™ in the case of Del Torchio,

‘Businessman, MILF commander’

Gumandol refused to talk to journalists, but his sister, Nur Anna, and wife Shariffavehemently denied the
allegation.

"My brother is a businessman. | know him. All the allegations they made against him are ali lies,” said Nur
Annia-as she blocked journalists from asking questions or taking photos of Gumandol in his jail cell.

Shariffa aiso denied that her husband is maintaining a criminal group in Salug.

"My husband is not connected with Abu Sayyaf, he Is an active brigade commander of the MILF (Moro
Islamic Liberation Front) based in Tungawan, Zamboanga Sibugay,“she said.

On Tuesday, the Abu Sayyaf confirmed that it had kitied another Canadian hostage after the deadiine on its ranscm
payment demand lapsed. Robert Hall was part of the group of 4 who were abducted in a resort in Samal Isfand in

Davao del Norte in September 2015,

In April, the Abu Sayyaf killed John Ridsdel, a Canadian hostage who was part of the Samail group., after 1o ransom
payment was made.

Tre Philippine govemment has condemned both incidents, as it vowed to end the Abu Sayyafs “reign of terror and

banditry.”

http:lfww.fappler.com
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