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5,000 soldiers pour .
into 3 towns in Sulu

By D} Yap

_THE COMMISSION on Human Rights (CHR) on
Saturday expressed support for the government’s

campaign to “apply the full force of the law”
against the Abu Sayyaf bandits who beheaded two

Canadian hostages in recent weeks.

The CHR deplored the killing “The CHR condemns these
of Robert Hall and John Ridedel  killings and other tervorist acts of
by the terrorist group operating  the rAbu Sayyaf] in the stronges:
in Western Mindanao, joining possible termns and reiterates
calls for the immediate arrest and thar kidnapping, iNegal deten-
prosecution of their murderers. CHREACKS/AIB
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tion and rmurder are grave viola-
Hons of a human's right to life,
liberty and security and should
not be tolerated in a just, hu-
mane and democratic country
like ours,” the commission said
in a statement.

«These despicable acts of the
[Abu Sayyaf] have no place ina
civilized. society,” according 1o
the CHR, whose chair Jose Luis
Martin Gascon has spoken out
against proposals 10 reinstate
the death penalty for heineus
crimes. _ :

The CHR said it supported
the campaign of the national
government to apply the “full
force of the law, arrest all perpe-
srators of these heinous crimes,
bring them before the bar of jus-
tice, and to engure accountabili-
It also extended its comdo-
lences to the families of Hall
and Ridsdel, who were behead-
ed by the Abu Sayyaf after the
Canadian government refused
to pay ransom of P600 million.

Last Monday, Abu Sayyaf
bandits beheaded Hall after
they failed to get the P300-mik
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lion ransom they Had demand-
ed. Another Canadian, John
Ridsdel, suffered the same fate

on April 25.
A Filipino, Maritess Flor, and
a Norwegian, Kjartan

Seldkingstad, are still being held
by the Abu Sayyaf. All of the
hostages, including the Canadi-
ans, were kidnapped from a

small marina on Samal igland in

Davao del Norte province On
Sept. 21 last year, SRRy

The CHR voiced concern for
Flor and Sekkingstad and urged
the government “to exert all ef-
forts to secure their freedom’
andsafety.” - .- PR

In Zamboanga City, Maj. File-
mon Tan Jr., spokesperson for the
Western Mindanao command,
said troops were pursaing the Abu
Sayyaf bandits in three muricipal-
ities in Sulu but that 1o encounter
had vet taken place.

He said one town covered an
area of about 40 square kilome-
terg, e B

Tari adrnitted that the estimat-
ed 5,000 troops involved in the
operation might not be enough.

“pg yery important that we
have solid information. We can-
not just conduct an gperaton
that is not focused. It has to be
intel-driven,  meaning we
should know something first be-

foreweact,>hesaid. ..
Tan alse underscored the im-

portanice of cooperation from
the local communities or “noth-
ing will happen.”

“We are ciosely monitoring.
There might be people who are
acting as spies and we are look-
ing into that possibility,”  he
said. With areportfrom Julie
8. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao
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By DELON PORCALLA

fice Secretary Herminio
Coloma Jr. said over the
weekend that the allega-
tion of the mayor of Jolo,
gyl is a serious one 2l

The accusation is not
new, but Malacafiang
has branded as unfair
and baseless the claim

that some members of
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (ATT) have
conspired with the Abu
Sayyaf in several kid-

could undermine the
government’s campaign
against the bandits.
Gimtlar allegations
were hurled in previ-

nappings in Mindanac.
Presidential Commu-
nications Operations Of-

cases involving the Abu Sayy-
af, with a congressional in-
vestigation launched after the
raid on the Dos Palmas istand
jesort in Palawan. No AFD of-
ficerfygas indicted I the case.

Other reports in the past
have raised suspicion about
the collusion of local govern-
ment officials in Suiu and

_Basilan inransom kidnappings

15 the two provinces.

who are going after the Abu

Sayvyaf.
“In addition,

commanders

S

Coloma said such allega-
tions are unfair to members
of the military who are put-
ting their lives on the line to
maintain peace and order and
ensure that everyone is safe
against terrorist organizations
like the Abu Sayyaf. —

The mayor urged the gov-
ernment to investigate the al-
Jeged invoivement of soldiers
in kidnappings in Sylu, but

added. |

their oath,” the AFP teadership

According to the military,

ous ransom kidnapping
Turn to Page 18

e

Coloma said it 18 unfeir for
a local official to accuse the
military of conniving with the
enemy without concrete basis.

In a radio interview, Co-
loma said the-context of the
allegation mustbe understood
because of its repercussions on
the military and the ongoing
offensive in Sulu.

Coloma also cited a recent
statement of the AFP, which
stated that the military does
not doubt the dedication and
commitment of 18 members

aperrnanent solution to this pe-

rermial problem of lawlessness
the AFP

in their commurities,”

on the ground are in full con-
trol of our troops and are fo-
cused o their primary mission
of getting these criminals and
saving the hostages,” Coloma
said, quoting the AF

“There is also an established
system to ensure that there are
no spies and traitors in our
ranks. There also exist strOng
measures to deal with those
who are found to have violated

the accusation could under-
mine government efforts
against the criminals, adding

that these must be substanti- .

ated.

are at the Jead of addressing
peace and order in their com-
runity with the police and the
AFP as partners. This coop-
eration and parmership i tﬁe
cornerstone in coming up with

“{ pcal government officials -

dedared, as quoted by Coloma.

Local officials should also
draw socio-economic plans
to help citizens and prevent

them from supporting the Abu
“Bayyaf bandits who share part

of the ransom with their sup-
porters, the AFP said.. ...

» After all, peace and order
is their primary responsibility

in their respective provinces,”
it added.
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Army colonel shot dead in Zamboanga City

v
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ZAMBOANGA CITY — An Army colonel was shot and killed here on Sunday night.
Lieutenani Colonel Cristobal Julian Paoic “Tiny” Perez, 48, was shot around $:20 p.m. Sunday, i his

residence in Buenpbrazo Drive, Barangay (village) Guiwan here.
“He was declared dead at 10:45 p.m. at the Zamboanga Peninsula Hospilal.” said Supt. Luisito Magnaye,

city police chief.
Perez was the G1 commander of the st Tabak Infantry Division in Pulacan, Zamboanga def Sur. He

came here to celebrate Father's Day with his wife May.

Perez was a graduate of PMA Class 18%3. SFM

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—A
group of peace advocates 18
looking ‘into allegations that
government soldiers viclated &
human rights deal between the

government and the communist -

movement by camping out niear
civilian communities in a vil-
lage in: Misamis Oriental.
Acrcording
Parangay Banglay, Lagong-
Jong town, soldiers from
the 58th Infantry Battalion &
of the Philippine Army’s 4th
Infantry Divisiori entered
theit neighborhood and
stayed there for a few days.
Leaders of the residen

e
’e)

“intetview that the

to residents of

pine government with the Nation-
al Democratic Fronit of the Philip-
pines (NDFPJ. ;v
No violation -+~
But Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez,
4th D spokespersorn, said in an

mdlitary “did
not violate the Carhil or any iaw.
Hie said the soldiers were sim-
. ply carrying out provisiens
f another law that put
the military at the fore-
Front of the counterin-
. surgency campaign.
According to Mar-
“tinez, soldiers.would be
deployed to wherever
.communist guerrilias are.

' believe we-did .als -are .nOW staying at

government accused each other
of violating, prohibits blockades,
bombings, use of land mines and

Nepita Helogom, secretary
general of the tribal group
Tagtabolon, said residents of
Barangay Banglay had to flee
their homes four times for fear
of gerting caught in the erossfire
berween members of the New
People’s Army, the armed COm-
ponent of the Communist Party
of the Philippines, and gov-
ernment soldiers. _

At least 218 individu-

the Lagoniglong murnic-

FPage: A )ii

ipal gymnasium, leaving their
homes, Hvestock and crops be-

hind in Barangay Banglay. /
~acts that would lead to foreed .- e L

 evacuations, according to the Of- =
fice.of the Presidential Adviser on.
the Peace Process {Opapp).

Census
" ‘Helogon said the last time the

villagers fled was on June 5
when soldiers arrived purpozi-

‘edly to conduct & census. The

villagers, however, said the sol-
diers were fully armed. -
Bishop Felixberto Calang, of
the Iglesia Filipino Independi-
ente (IFI) and co-CONVENOr of
the Philippine Ecumenical
Peace Platform (PEPF), said his
group would conduct an in-
vestigation.
PEPP is at the fore-

human rights group, Karapatan,
in Northern Mindanao, said his
group would 2lso seek a dialogue
with the military for the puilout
of soldiers in rural communities.
Helogen recailed a commit-
pa.army201 Gomail.co

et et e
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ment made by the military, dur-
ing a dialogue last year with
provincial officials of Misamis
Oriental, to keep a distance from
civilian populations.  JiggerJ.
Jerusalem, Inquirer Mindanac
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"By MIKEU. CRISMUNDO - ..

 UTUANCITY —The attackon
the Bocalas family was swift
and bruial.

- Father Lando Bocalas, his
five-month pregrant wife Julina, and his
brother Mancolobe were gunned down
by still unidentified lawless elements in
Mount Katalawan, Barangay Binicalan in
San Luis, Agusan del Sur Jast June 5.

Three of Bocalas’ children —Rosalyn,
$; Bahanan, €; and Bayubasan, 4 - have
been reported missing.

This fragic tale was relayed by Lan-
do’s eldest son who was abe fo hide afier
the initial vofley of shots that ambushed
the Talaandig family ai Taguikan Creek.

The 10-year-old boy, whose name was

withheld by.authorities, trekled across.

Mount Katalawan for several days and
was able to make if back across the
horder to Bukidnon where he was able
to recount his family's fate at the Caban-

BRUTAL KILLING -« Government authorities

San Luis, Agusan del Sur where a lumad man, his
attackers jast june 5. The man's three children remain missing even as his 10-year-cold

ey W LA RNE

rAMRE NEWERAPLE

glasan municipal pofice station.

From what the boy told them, police
authorities gathered that last June 5, the
Bucalas famtly left their home at Purok 3,
Barangay Freedom, Cabanglasan, Bukid-
non on their way to Mount Katawalan.

It was while they were traversing
Taguikan Creek when they were attacked
by the heavily armed men.

Based on the boy’s account, a rescue
andrefrieval operations were conducted
by both the military and police in the
area.

“Tt took almost four days of hike in the
mowntainous areajust to reach Taguikan
Creek where the badies of the victims
were retrieved,” said First Lisutenant
Karl Jan 8. Devaras, Public Informa-
tion Officer (PIO) of 4th Civil-Military
Operations (Kasaligan) Battalion (4th
CMOB).: . .- . S

The bodies of Lando, Julina and
Mancolobe were found by the soldiers
and policemen in shallow graves at 8

ar. on June 9. The three children were
not to be found. :

“The initial mvestigation conductec
hy the combined ground troops of the
Armed Forees of the Philippines (ATP).
Philippine National Police (PNP) and lo-
cal authorities showed that the perpetra-
tors of this barbaric incident were Armed
Lawless Groups-(ALGs) eperating in
the area,” the 4th CMOB officer said, in
a phone interview with Manila Bulletin
yesterday

After the recovery of the bodies ofthe
slain Bocalas family members, troops
from the Eighth Infantry Battalion (8th
1B}, the PNF and local authorities started
hot pursuit operations against the ALGs
operating in the area.

Top mission for the pursuing roops
would be to recover the Bocalas children,

according fo Devaras.

Motive for the killing has Vetto be
determined by the police investigating
team in San Luis town, he added.

dig through loose soil on the slopes of Taguikan Creek in Barangay Binicaian,
wife and his brother were hastily burled in a shallow grave by unidentified

son was able to survive the massacre

and pinpoint to lawmen the place where his parents and uncle were killed. (Photo courtesy of 4th COMB)




wono-Ciass Army ingtic & SOurE cf nennas pIe

y201 2@gmail.com— Tel no. {0Z] 5£5-8555 Local! 3205, 5285

Page: /2.

- Military yet to recover body
“of beheaded Canadian hostage.

Hall i the gechnd

Canadin”
captive peneaded Y the bandit

By Mario J. Maliar .

group this year after his

Government autherizies have .
- pompatriot John Ridsdel was also

yel Lo recover the body of Canadian
Rohert Hall —one week after he
was beheaded By his Abu Sayyal
captors in Sulu.

Maj. Filemo® Tan
spokesman for ihe military's
Western Mindanao Command
(Wesm'mc-om), gajd that troops
comtinued 1o scoul areas where

" Hlali could have beex killed by the

- Abu Sayyal it the efforts yielded

negative results.
YW have negative resuits as of

now. Gur gperations are continuing

. but we have not found the body of

Yall,” Tan said.

Hall was beheaded jast June B
afier the 3 P deadline for the
payment of PBOG-million ransom

expired.

.. Hall's head was found lours after

the deadiine lapsed inthe vignity of
M, Carme! Cathedral indola,

siye are doing our hest 10
recover the body, r Pan added.

.-

mutilated last April 25 after ‘he
failed to pay p300-million ransoim.

Ridsdel's Yead was found n -

ront of the Jolo tewn hall hours
after he was heheaded whike his
hudy was recovered in the jugnies
of Suju days later
Hatl and Ridsdel

were among -

the four hostages taken by the .

terroists during a raid af the posh
Oreanview Reserl 03 gymalIsland

last September.

The 1w remaining Samal .
hostages — Filipinu Marites Flor .

and Norwegian Kjartan Seldingstad,
are siill being kepit by the Abu
Sayyal in Sulw,

The Abu Sayvafl ¢hreatened 10
hehead ekkingstad if thelr P00
million demand is 1ot met.

CAside from Flor- and
gekkingstad., the military said the
Abp Sayvaf Greup ie stifl holding

five capiives.

e
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Viilitarizatio

AYRN DE ORO CITY: Some 200 inter-

ly displaced persons (IDPs) from

. Higaonon tribe have encamped

ke Vicente Lara Park fronting
. provincial Capito! here after 2
slogue with the military did not
sh through last Friday.

The 1DDs from Siuo Camansi
1¢ Tapul in Barangay Banglay,
igongleng town. 65 kilometers
st of Cagayan de O70, had sought
fuge at the town gymnasium two
ceks ago and soldiers from the
s¢h Infantry Battalion (1B} pitched
savanihan” team activities (BTA)
tin fom of i

The military begged off from the
jalog and asked for postponement,
aving they are not prepared 10 sit
{own with the Lumads vet

The Lumad have calied for an
igreement 1o free their village from

nilitary and rebe) incursions as they

ENICE netop

S

expressed fear that they might be
caught in a cross fire with the setting
up of the BTA in their evacuation
center since june 5.

Also, about 52 schoolchildren
among the IDPs missed the opening
ofschool year fast June 13 a8 they were

" frced to abandon their COMMUNILY.

The Lumnads stressed the need 0
end militarization of their village
and evacuation centers, adding that
the troops’ immediate presence 1
against the international Humani-
tarian Law {IHL), of which the Phil-
ippines is a signatory.

This is the fourth time.in thiee
vears that residents of Sitios Carnan-
st and Tapul have evacualed from
their village, about 30 kilometers
from: the poblacion, as the military
sent troops to set up the BTA.

The residents said they are afraid
of being caught in the crossfire if the

e e T T

R P
i ] miry T It Can | Dpee onne P e e ryi?
NETHE LREY ZRIDE FObOL LETLIED - Ermad a0t Leliie &7 2l Enn

military and rebels would clash. "To
evacuate was a preventive move on
our parl. If the soldiers stay within
the village, we also become targets
if the rebels would fight the soidiers
in our midst,” explained Nenita Hi-
Jogon, spokesperson of the viilage
prganization Tagtabulon (Rise Up)-

Rut the military also followed
them at the evacuation site.

*The IHL explicitly prohibits any
armed group 10 eAcamp pear COT-
munities, MOre $o an evacuation
camp,’ explained Christopher Ablon,
of the rights group Karapatar, during
a media conference this week.

“The [HL i¢ the law on armed con-
flict, and the protection of civiliang
and thosc who ate not involved in
{he hostilities are its COINErstone.
This protection extends particularly
<0 1DPs, women and children.

But the military insists the BIA is

e

' of Lumad refugee center hit

a legitimate mandate of the armed
{orces under "Oplan Bayanihan,” the
six-year internal peace and security
plan of the Aquino administration.

First Lt, Janelle Diaz, spokes-
man of the battalion stationed in
Umagos, Lagonglong said the BTA
is imtended 1o “serve as a bridge,
to bring the government services
1o [rebel] infiltrated areas, 0t hin-
terland villages, wherever social
workers have difficulties in reaching
out as the villages are far anc only
horses of carabags are the means of
transportation.”

ssked why a platoon was sta-
tioned in the heart of town, barely

fve meters from the 1DP encamp-

ey

ment and across the offices of the
service agencies, Diaz said that ETA
are also held to securc communities
from the threats posed by commu-
nist tebels. LINA pGARAL REYES
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 LAGAWE, Tfugso ~ Isang miyembro g e Armed Fortes
Geographicai'Un_it:(CAFGU);qn:gpin'_af{ayﬁg_mga._ ong kalalakihan®

'ﬁaipinahi‘niwaléangLmiy@_émi’_:ro‘-ng Naw People’s ArT .
ta ng pulisya ang biktima na 51 Agustin -sgjg_tq'r_ig

nig Tinoe, Tfugao. Kiniia
Andres, 34, miyembro_ng Tinoc patrel B
Infantry Battalion.ng !
_-sa"i_mbésﬁig'a'syah,"na
miramarieho kanyang Ka;
noong ika2 ng hapon ng
sanakaharang na bato sa
tatlong lalaki muia sa isang
g jeep.. Nang makababa na siya, isan
pinababa ng mga arm
rin fg mga suspe
pite, Inutusan fig mga
ang"sasakyah'."_‘_ﬁmuna ¥ayo
.dakes amangyari kenyada, U
: m'ayar;_ta'agtu!;ongmg kami.” {You'may
nothing bad will happen

Kaisakay ang biktl
patid na sl R
Biyernes nang

vaptain of Gumhang and the muricipat M2
karaan ng ilang
n ang pangalawang

‘ng isa sa mga suspek. Ma

“pinawaian ng mga salars

naman si Andres nang nakaluhod. (Zaldy Corhanda)
I — e
,—-—-—““'—-—--——-*- i -
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Philippine Army na naka-bas:
ma sa blibong ng Jeepney na.
ico papuntang Nueva Viscaya

daan. llang sandali pa,
‘tent gt pinababa si A

k ang tellphones at-CAA 1D'ng
suspek and driver Pg JEEp
n, ibatiyo paylang da
yrayen milang kapitan gum

to them for we will just wait

ple’s Army (NPA) sa daan

‘Aipha Company ng 77th

e
sa Tfugao, Base

ase
naka-hase 5

Kuminto ang sasakyan dahil
‘biglang lumitaw angd
ndres mulasa bubong

g pang CAFGU member ang

adnhg Jalaki mula 2 kanyang motorsiido. Kinuha

dalawa.. Matapas
na paanhdarin na
git_oy'aw'aﬁ'.me'ﬂ'ang
1 gurnhang kerinil
procead; thetwo will be left; .
for the barangay
yor for us o tali,); sebl
minttong pagtatanong,
CAFGU member at binaril
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ing an operation to recover the body of beheaded Canadian hostage Robert Hall in Indanan
AFP

SEARCH MISSION  Soldiers patrol a highway durin
town, Sulu province.
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aam_(mg_mwﬂ _ Members of the Philippine Marines narch to the Rizal Monument
yefore 'th'é's’t_'a’rt'bf-the wreath-_layir;g;q:e:pony in celebration of the 156th birth
ry of National Horo pr. 'Jos'e:P‘-_Rizai sandayatibe Rizal Park. (Qi_l V!t_z_oy‘} :
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By Estrella Torres Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonio

: R - : . Carpiq also said the Philippine panel in the
FORMER Foreign gecretary Albert del Rosario on  &DTatey proceedings against China had
R ) et . . received the same assurance from Duterte:.
Friday said president-elect Rodrigo Duterte had ~ Dei Rosario led the Philippine panel that

given assurance that there would be no bilateral argued the country’s case against Chira in
) the United Naoons Ppermanent Court of Ar-

ralks with China to resolve the territorial diSpUte pieration in The Hague. |
‘n the Sourh China Sea in the next two years. Carpio, who has done an extensive study

on the territorial dispute between China
and the Philippines in the South China Sea,
was an observer in the proceedings.

The Philippines has asked the UN tri-
bunal to invalidate China’s claim to almost
alt of the 3.S—mﬂlion-square-kiiometer
Soath China Sea and demanded its right to
expioit resCurces in waters within its 370-

km exclusive economic Zone, recognized
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under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, be respected.

China has refused 1o take part in the pro-
ceedings, saying it will not abide by any rul-
ing of the court,

The court is expected to hand down its
decision by July 7.

In a television interview on June 10, in-
coming Foreign Secretary Perfecto Yasay
said bilateral negotiations with China were
necessary, as the UN court had no powers to
enforce its rulings. '

“We feel that the ruling will require bilateral
talks with China, then by all means let’s pursue
that. Let’s not drop that possibility” Yasay said.

In an interview with the INQUIRER on.June
3, Yasay sai¢ bilateral negotiations were
“always the way to go in so far as resolving
this conflict is concerned.”

“mren if we get a favorable judgment from
the arbitral mibunal, there might be some
questions of enforcement or implementarion
of this decision, [because] the court does not
have an enforcement capability,” he said.

The arbitration panel has asked the -
comitig ‘administration to wait for-the tri-
bunal's decision before moving for talks
with China. .

“T don't think [Duterte] would go biiater-
al,” Del Rosario said i an interview after at-
tending the Trident Defense and Security Fo-
rum at Selaire Resorts in Pasay City on Friday.

“We talked already and the {incoming)
President said he [wouid] wait for develop-
ments over a two-year period and, if noth-

_ing happens, he would go bilateral,” Del

Rosario said.
Carpio, a guest speaker at the forum, said

the Philippines had “convinced the world to
support us that the arbitration is the way to

2o,

“So we will wair for the tribunal and we
will decide [what measures to take to have
the ruling enforced],” he said.

In his presentation at the security foram,
Carpio said the Philippines would need to
take legal and diplomatic tacks, inecluding
elevating the case 1o the United Nations it-
self, to have the ruling enforced.

“There is no world policeman to enforce
the ruling of the arbitration [court], but we
are not helpless,” Le said.

Once China moved a gas platform to Ree-
to Bank (Reed Bank), a reef in the Spratly
archipelago claimed by the Philippines,
Carpio said Manila could file a lawsuit
against Beiling where the Chinese have as-
gets, like Canada ang the United States.

With a favorable ruling from the arbitration
court, the Philippines can win the suitin Cana-
da and seize the assets of China’s national oil
company in Canada as payiment for the gas
that China will get from Recto Bank, he said.
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MILF: Time to implement BBL

DAVAQ CITY - Consultations
o fhe proposed Bangsamoro Basic
1aw (BBL) have been sufficient and
it’s time to implement the deal, ac-
cording to the Moro Islamic Libera-

“implementation mode” since the

Comprehensive Agreement on the

Bangsamoro (CAB), which the group

believes would address the Mindanao
roblem, has been signed.

The CAB, signed by the Aquino ad-
ministration and the MILF in 2014, will
serve as the basis of the BBL, which aims
to create a new Bangsamoro region with
erthanced autonomy.

#Consultations for this proposed law
have already been virtually over. All that
should be done is to revisit or use the
inputs of these consultations or hearings,
in the case of Congress, 10 fast-track the
legislative roadmap or pmcess," th_e MILE
said in an editorial posted on luwaran.
COML

Tarlier, Davao del Norte representa-
tive-elect Pantaleon Alvarez, Duterte’s
choice for House speaker, said the talks
with the Moros are back to “sguare one”
and that there isno need to tackle the BBL.
because it would be subsumed by the
planned shift to federalism.

.. Jesus Dureza, former peace adviser
during the Arrcyo administration and
who will be returning to the post when
Duterte assumes office, told MimdaNews
that “wider consultations” on how to craft
the Bangsamoro peace roadmap would
be conducted.

The MILF said the peace negotiators
from both sides, civil society, rehigious,
educational and business groups have
conducted 625 consultation meetings
throughout the country from 2014 to 2015.

. “Many of the provisions of the BBL
were culied from inputs from these con-
sultations. The Senate and Lower House
of Congress have also conducted numer-
ous hearings. The BBL had been with them
for more than a year whenitwas formally
submitted fo them during a ceremony
in Malacafiang FPalace on September 10,
2014,” the group said.
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tion Front (MILF).

ment on its website ami
that the Duterte administration

g _ Emaii a0t 038P

wanted further discussions-on
the peace process roadmap.

The MILF issued the state-  The MILF said the peace
dreports process should now be in the
Turn to Page 9

By ALEXIS ROMERO

The MILF said any consultation asking
the same people or repeating the same is-
sues would only slow down, if not stifle,
the legislative process.

More seriously, if those to be asked
are those who harbor strong anti-Moro
prejudices, biases, hatred, the outcome is
already predicted,” it added. E

The MILF, however, clarified that it
is not expecting president-elect Rodrigo
Duterte and his designated peace adviser
Dureza to delay the enactment of BBL.

“Pyterte had sclemnly pledged during
the presidential campaign in May this
year that he would solve the "legitimate
grievances’ of the Bangsamoro people and
nothing,” he said further, can satisfy them
except passing the BBL,"” the MILF said.

“\We hold on to this promise as sacred,
and we believe in lim. All his close friends
for years whom we talked to attested to
his loyalty ¢o friendship, and once he com-
rmits, he fulfills fus commitment).”

One of the priority measures of
the outgoing Aquino administration,
the BBL was bypassed by the 16th
Congress, The MILF noted that under

the CAB, the decommissioning of its
weapons and combatants would not
he realized if the BBL does not move
in the legislature.
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In a meeting with Duterte here iast
Friday, MILF leaders informed the incom-
ing president that they would want to
see the BBL enacted first before the form
of government is changed irom unitary
to federal. The group said it would take
time before the CAE is implemented if
the creation of the Bangsamoro govern-
ment is subsumed by efforts to push for
federalism. :

“We told him (Duterte) that we are
not against federalism per se but we
believe we can be more of help to the
federal government of the Philippines if
the Bangsamoro (government) is imple-
mented first. He listened to our explana-
tion,” MILF vice chairman for political
affairs Ghadzali Jaafar told The STAR in
a phone interview.

“The groupis-open to refining the

-draft BBL to ensure its early passage in

Congress.
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Jolo mayor asks AFP to probe ‘unholy alliance’ with ASG

ZAMBOANGA CITY — Jolo, Sulu
Mayor Flussin Amin yesterday accused
the military of a cover-up in the alleged
involvernent of some scalawag officials
and soldiers, whe have heen accused of
maintaining an “unholy alliance” with the
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).

Amin said top officials of the Armed
Forees of the Philippines (AFP) should
firsi conduet a discrete “evaluation and
validation” of claims made by some camps
in the province that some of the military
assigned in Sulu province werein cahoots
with the ASG.

“These are scalawags in the orga-
nization and should be mvestigated and
dismissed from the service,” he said.

The mayor aiso clarified an earlier
report that he was accusing the mifitary

OEW E DF TH{: ARIAY CHiEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email adt! pacpearmy2(12@

of conniving with the ASG, saying that it
was a “misleading” information.

] am notaccusing the military ofhav-
ing an unholy alliance with the ASG. Tonly
echoed the reports my office have been
receiving from the peopie in the province
so the military can start from there (about

any) investigation on the claims of the

Suhianos,” Amin said.

He emphasized that he only wanted
the military “to validate and confirm” the
veracity of these reports.

He said that there are even local resi-
dents of Sulawhe have posted such claims
on social media, which should have been
“a good signa! for the military in Manila
to conduct an impartial investigation (on

the accusations).”
Amin lemented thai militery leagers

{#

should not bisme him: for his revelation,
but instead check the report and not
just exonerate the military organization
outright of any malicious allegations
against them.

A source close to the Manila Bulletin
said the reports reaching Amin were all
true and were happening in the province
for many years now.

According to the same source, while
the ASG was asking for ransoms below
£100,000 ins the past, thesehavebeenjacked
up to as much as #5600 million of late “be-
cause part of the ransom had {o be shared
with some senior officials in Sulu”

The ASG also shared part of the ran-
sor with the people in the village where
theyusualiv keep the victims untilpayment
of ransom is made. (Nonov E. Lacson)
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Drills start on US

aircraft carriers

TWO US aireraft carriers have started exet-

cises in the Philippi
said on Sunday, as Washington’s ct

ne Sea, defense officials
ose ally

Manila faces growing pressure from Beijing
in the South China Sea.

The US Pacific Command

said the USS

John C. Stennis and the USS Ronald Reagan,

among the world’s la
conducting air defen
lance, and long range

The command said

rgest warships, began
se drills, sea surveil-
strikes on Saturday.

the operations marked

America’s continued presence in the Asia-Pa-

cific region as China expands

its maritime

strength and engages in massive island-

buiiding activides

“No pther navy can concen
gombat power o1 0ne s
pressive,” said US Rear

cock, cartier stike group comrander.

US Defense Secretary

in the South China Sea.
trate this.much

ea ... It was ruly om-
Adm. Marcus Hitch-

Ashton Carter vis-

. ited the Stennis in April as it sailed off the
Philippines near the disputed Spratly is-

1ands where China has ex

panded istets and

reefs into islands capable of supporting air-
fFelds and other installations.

Treaty allies

The Philippines
defense ties with the Unite
time treaty ally, to help

gne of Asia's weakest armed forces.

The US exercises sync
ties of more tha

has been upgrading its
d States, itslong-
boost the ability of

hronized the activi-
n 12,000 sailors, 140 air-

crafs, six combatants and the two carriers,

Hitcheock said.

The command said the drills were meant
to promote freedom of navigation and over-
{light in the region’s airspace and waters.

“#[This] has beern a great opporturity forus

to train o1 NOW
carrier strike groups in

we would operate multiple
a contested environ-

ment,” said US Rear Adm. John Alexander,
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‘Gov’t-NDF peace talks
“bring glimmer of hope

-~/ By ARTEMIO DUMLAO

- BAGUIO CITY — Human rights advo-
cates expressed hope that peace might
finally come to the country if the National
Democratic Front (MDF)} and the incom-

‘ing Duterte administration nail down an

agreement to start negotiations in July.

Karapatan secretary general Cristina
Palabay said the agreement between the
NDF and Duterte’s representatives coin-
cided with the release of political prison-
ers Sharon Cabusao and Isidro de Lima
from the Taguig City Jail and the Special
Intensive Care Unit-1 at Camp Bagong
Diwa.
.. "Wewelcome the Joint Statement of the
NDF and the peace panel of the incoming
Duterte government. We fully support
the efforts to finally address the roots of
the ongoing civil war through the peace
talks, which the Aguino regime had in-
tentionally bungled in the Iast five years,”
Palabay said.

The joint statement said the July peace
taiks would also tackle the amnesty proc-

.. lamation for all political prisoners.

“We hope that all political prisoners
- victims of illegal arrest, torture and
detention because of their activism and
political beliefs — will be immediately
released, as the GPH's obiigations under
the Comprehensive Agreement on the
Respect for Human Rights and Inierna-
tional Humanitarian Law and the Jaint
Agreement on Safety and Immunity

Guarantees,” she added. _

There are more than 500 political pris-
oners in various jails in the country, 18 of
them ailegedly NDF consultants in the
peace talks.

According toKarapatan, the fabricated
charge of illegal possession of firearms
and explosives against Cabusao, De Lima
and NDF peace consultant Adelberto
Silva was dismissed by the Bacoor, Cavite
Regional Trial Court Branch 19. The court
granted Silva’s motion to dismiss, saying
that the search and seizure conducted
during their arrest is “unreasonable.” The
courtalso deemed the purported evidence
as the “proverbial fruit of a poisonous
tree.” .

Palabay said the court decision is
similar to the basis for the withdrawal
of charges against the 43 health work-
ers or the “Morong 43.” The arrest and
detention of the 43 health workers, like
those of Cabusaon, De Lima, Silva and ali
political prisoners, is illegal because the

charges againsl them were “fabricated.

and planted and their right to due process
was grossly violated in the conduct of the
illegal search and seizure.”

“At least 297 out of 509 pelitical pris-
oners {(as of May 31) were illegally ar-
rested under Aguino Almost all of the 509
were slapped with trumped-up criminal
charges to hide the political nature of their
arrest,” Palabay said.

i
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Two US aircraft carriers
have started exercises in the
Philippine Sea, defense offi-
cials said
ington’s close ally Manilafaces
growing pressure from Beijing
in the South China Sea. =

The US Pacific Command
said the LISS John C. Stermt tsand
1158 Ronald Reagan, among the
world's largest warships, began
conducting air defense driils,
sea surveillance and long range
strikes on Saturday.

The command said the op-

said Hitchecock.

_ The command said the drills
were meant to promote free-
dom of navigation and over-
flight in the regior’s airspace
and waters.

#¢This) has been a great op-
portunity for us to train on how
we would operate multiple cat-
rier strike groups in a contested
environmment,” said 1S Rear Ad-
miral John Alexander, another

_carrier strike group commander.

The US Navy said it has

been conducting dual carrier

e T

Army Core

yesterday, as Wash-

aft ca

erations marked America’s
continued presence in the Asia-
Pacific as China expands it

i1 massive island building
actvities in disputed waters.
- #No other Navy can concen-
trate fhis much combat power
on one sea... [twas fruly impres-
sive,” said US Rear Adrairal
Marcus Hitcheock, carrier strike
-oup commander.

US Defense Secretary Ashton
Carter visited the Stennis in
April as it safled off the Philip-

strike group operations for
several years in the Philip-

ine Sea, the Squth China Sea’
Aid the East China Sea, where.

China has a separate dispute
with Japan over small islands,

Philippine defense depart-
ment spokesman Peter Galvez
caid the exercises showed that
fhe US was “resolute” in fulfill-
ing its often repeated “ironciad
commitment” to defend the
Philippines.

“We welcome the strong co-
operation and partnership we

e

IRS - Email add: pacpa.army20 2@gmatl.com -
the peopie. Securing t

maritime strength and engages

com = Teine.

rriers start

e A

pines near the disputed area
where China has expanded
islets and reefs into islands
capable of supporting’ airfields
and other installations.

The Philippines hasbeen im-

roving its defense ties with the
1S, its jongtime treaty ally and
former colonial rules, to help
boost the ability of one of Asia’s
weakest armed forces.

The US exercises synchro-
nized the activities of over
12,000 sailors, 140 afrcraft, six
combatants and the two castiers,

Thave with our friends and allies
.. inlight of (the dispute) where
our legitimate rights have been
overstepped,” he told AFP.

The Philippines i awaiting
a ruling from an international
arbitration tribunal against
China’s claims to most of the
South China Sea.

Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan also have overlap-
ping claims to the strategic
waterway, through which pass
some of the world’s most active
shipping lanes. = AFP
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JV vows elose watch
on AFP procurements

BY JP LOPEZ

SEN. JV Ejercito yesterday said he would keep an eye on the mili-
¢ fary’s procurement program to ensure the controversial P1.2 hillion
! acquisition of second-hand helicopters by the Department of Na-
| tional Defense and the Armed Forces won’t be repeated.

Ejercito issued the statement in the wake of the failare of the
i Senate Bive Ribbon Commitiee headed by outgoing Sen. Teofisto
\ Guingona 1T to finish the heatings on the controversial deal and

file 2 commitee report.

Fiercito said he doesn’t want a repeat of the controversial chop-
per deal entered into by the DND and the joint venrare of Rice Alr-
craft Services Inc. (RAST) and Eagle Copters Lid., adding he wants i
to easure thar the DD and the AFP would priotitize brand-new |
oves refarbished or second hand equipment.

Rhodora Alvarez alias “Joev,” the whistleblower in the queston-
able procurement of 21 refurbished UH-1 hehicopters, filed last
March plunder and graft chasges against Defense Secretary Volaire
Gazmin and several ather Defense officials,

RAS] “president Robert Rice Jr.;-Marthew Rice, Phi! Kemp,
and Michae! O'Reilly, president of Eagle Copters Ltd., were also
charged.

Alvarez claimed the DND and Air Foree officials colluded in
violating rales on procurement w benefit RASL which bagged the
megotiated contract wosth P1.23 billion io December 2013 for the
supply of 21 refurbished combat Huey UH-1 helicopters on the
condizion that they will be delivered within 780 days.

Grazrain serapped the helicopter deal after the controversy was re-
vealed and blacklisted the joint venture of RAST and Fagle Copter

. LudofCamada

Alvarer said thar of the 21 U'HDT units. the DND only accepted
eiglit units that were alse defective.

Ejercito said instead of buving brand new fems 2s stated under
the AFP modernization program, the DND opted to buy second
hand equipment that most countriet consider as “unfit’” for their
coldiers and asked the Blue Ribbon Commitiee to probe the deal.

Despite Guingune's failure 1w finish the mvesigauor, Ejercito

sad the efforts of individuals who hedped bring out
hind the chopper deal controversy were noUput 16 waste because
the senate inquiry somehow prevented the DND from proceeding

the orath hee

with the deal.
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West Philippine Sea:

BY TESS BACALLA

AS the Philippines heads into 2
ew political dispensation, much
f the country 15 how President-
lect Rodtige Duterte will sooner
.+ later deal with the issue of Chi-
's aggressive intrusion into the
Y'est Philippine Sea (or arcas of
be South China Ses lving within
he country’s exclusive econormic
:one prescribed by internztional
aw).
By this time, thanks or no thanks
«0 % media feeding frenzy over the
maverick presidential winner from
she south, who hasn't heard or
sead Duterte’s public statements
{or watched him o television) o
the conptry’s terrirorial conflict
with China? R

His pronounceéments have sent
mixed, pay, contradictory, signals
on where he stands or sits amid
this simmeéring maritime flash-
point in Philippine-Sino tes, This,
against 2 backdrop of the much
anticipated ruling of The Hague
aibunal, where the Philippines,
taking the path of international
arbitzation under pugoing Presi-
dent-Benigno Noynoy Aquino
1il%s watch, has lodged its case
against China.

Such  declaranions  easily lend
themselves to sound bite-niddied,
‘e said Fshe said”, mediz reports,
the better to dumb down impor-
fant issues and publc discourse.
That thex have generated more
media hype s best vieved 10 light
of the fact that they come 1o Jess
from from the countny’s recenty
sroclaimed president, who has

carned a global reputation not
only for his foul mouth bent on
spewing out invective-laden raots
each time he speaks, but also for
his predictable yet no less disturb-
ing off-the-cuff comments even
on 2 highly volatile issue that is the
West Philippine Sea.

Thuterte is known to have said he
would seek muitilazeral talks with
other claimant states to the South
China Sea and major Philippine al-
lies like the ilnited States, favored
& joint exploration with China in
the resource-rich, strategic wa-
terway, and, perhaps tongue-in-
cheel, that he would jer-ski to the
Panatag Searborough) Shoal to
plant 2 Philippine flag on the dis-
puted island.

The 7i-vear-cld soan-to-be-
erstwhile  Davao City mayor's
every declaration. however face-
fious or mind-boggling to sOmME,
and clearly a sharp deparure from
the Aquino sdministration’s pos-
mre on the West Philippine Sez.
has merited prominent print space
and airtime.

Bur whether extensive media
coverage of the country’s tertto-
ial tensions with China, conven-
tently alongside Diuterte’s propen-
sin to flip-flop on the maritime
wrangling in the West Philippine
Sea, has led to mose nuanced 204
expansive understanding  among
Filipinos of the relevant issues in-
volved 18 enurely another nuatiel

Te date much of the narrative
on the escalating territotia} quarrel
herween the two Asian neighbors
tends to pit the states involved
againss one ather — China vs the
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Philippines and othet regional
claimants, and China vs the US
as well as japan as major global
powers keen to assett freedom of
navigation in the contested waters
of the South China Sea, and push
for tegional pesce and stability in
the face of China’s bluster.

Thete is no gainsaying the polar-
izing impact of the South China
Sea disputes, which involve other
Southeast Asian neighbors. Yet
such discords catry tmore coml-
plesities than what the Philippine
media may have cared tO €xam-
ine and bring to the forefront of
public discassion. Are there other
frames besides conflict through
which the South China Sez issue
— and how it impacts 2 smaller
country like the Philippines —
must he seen and reported by the
pressy Surely there are, such as the
cconomic and historical sides of
the dispute.

Whar ate the domipant narra-
gves driving public discassions
on the West Philippine Sea? Whar
issues are being plossed over or
have merited lirde, i any, media
sttenton? Is there adequate con-
ext and background in mediz
coverage of- the ongoing mati-
dime srandoff between China and
the Philippinesr To what extent
nave the media, citing carefully
researched pieces of evidence pre-
sented by experts including Asso-
ciate Tustice Antonio Carpio. chal-
lenged China’s extensive terzitosial
claims, moored in the histoncall
dubious nine-dash line that covers
practically che entire West Philip-
pine Sea?

Beyond Sound Bites

Media’s role in fostering public
understanding of important issues
— not least of which are the dark
clouds hovering over the West
Philippine Sea ~ cannot be under-
scored enough.

This is truc not only at the na-
tional level but also zcross com-
munities that are far removed
from the centet of foreign policy-
meking in the Philippines. Inter-
estingly enough, it is in these arcas
where impoverished and margin-
alized sectors such as fisherfolk
have been feeling the brunt of
China’s belicose actions, enough
to send alarm bells ringing and
crisis shockwaves reverberating
across the country. But this kind
of scenario is perhaps best left to
the imaginadon.

1r appeaxs that the tides of pub-
lic opinion on thie West Philippine
Sea have vet to rise in unison with
the frenzied efforts of the govern-
ment o wrest back control of the
contested islands.

Suffice it to say that public en-
gagement and dialogue around the
West Philippine Sea vary at best
-and it behooves the media to
report on the counery’s claims in
the disputed waters with increased
sharpness, muance, background
and context.

To do otherwise is to leave the
public wading helplessly in the
murky waters of the dispured is-
lands — amid a sea of shalow
repotts On COMpEnng marinme
claims, not to mention Duterte’s
controversial  pronouncements
that conveniently offer sensaton-
alist grist for media mills.
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titled “Holy Cow,” by INQUIRER

sl L 4
WINNING SHOT Thisphoto,
won the Sopa Award for

photographer Marianne Bermudez (feft),
Excellence in News Photography.’

PDI photographer bags
Sopa excellence award

ers in Asia (Sopa).
.. Bermudez copped 50pa’s
A GREAT shot. : award for Excellence in News
A photo of a tethered cow Photography  (Group, B) in
leaping ~ over Philippine 2016 during the annual
Marines during live-fire exer- awards gala in Hong Kong on
cises won for [NQUIRER photog- Wednesday night, besting oth-
rapher Marianne Bermudez €l publications’ pictures of a
her first award from the presti- 1ally in Malaysia and of home-
gious The Society of Publish- pp1 PHOTOGRAPHER / ALS
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less people in China and Hong Kong.

The Malaysiakini’s photo of the Bersih
4 rally, a series of rallies mounted by a
coalition seeking electoral reforzns m
Malaysia, won konorable menton.

Thie Sopa Awards for Editorial Excel-
lence serve as the world-class bench-
mark for quality journalism in Asia, ac-
cording to the nonprofit organization.
~ In Sopa’s online announcement of
the 2016 winners, a judge made this
comment on Bermudez's photor ‘A
greatshot.” L R

The winnirig photo, titled “Holy
Cow,” was the Inoumexs front-page

" Picture perfect =~ - - _

But for Bermudez, 35, it was just a
“ycky shot.”

While on the road to cover the joint
exercises of Filipino roops and their
American counterparts in the former
US naval base in San Antonio, Zam-
bales, a province north of Manila, she
already had a “photo in mind,” she

said.

The Associated Press, Reuters and -Chi-
nese dailies, and being the onty Fil-
ipinos there we were kind of just felt
 our way around,” she said.

“] have more appreciation for the
‘Sopa awards this year, with the forrmer
Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou giv-
ing a very supportive speech on avideo
recording, with all-out support for

" freedom of the press, especially in
‘goutheast-Asia,” she said. ...

Ma, who stepped down oD May 20
afer an eight-year term as Tajwan’s
president, was banned by the new gov-
ernment from traveling to Hong Kong
over concerns about his personal safe-
ty and a possible le ak of stare secrets.

“1 didn’t know that Hong Kong was
such a dangerous city,” Ma said in the
video-taped keynote speech. “Ladies
and gentlemnen, you better watch out.”

EXCELLENCEIN PHOTOGRAPHY
InouIRER photographer Marianne
Rermudez shows off the Award for
Excellence in News Photography given
by The Society of Publishers in Asia in
Hong Kong. MIRIG JFSUS ORBETA

Biggest honots

In the same speech, Ma also said:
“Breedom of the press and standards of
professional journalism have always indt-
cated the cultural Jevel of modermn soti-
- . ~ eties, and also reflect core values that Tai-
e tedti 7 yan and Hong Kong share and uphoid.”

“wallpaper in its Oct. 10, 2015, dssue.
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After all, it was her second time (O
cover the exercises at the naval base.

“the photo of the Philippine
Marines with the jumping cow, howev-
gy, was a surprise. [t wasnot planned at
aft. The area where' the live firing was..
held was filled with about two dozen..
grazing cows. And when the American
and Philippine Marines began firing,
the cows just went wild,” she said.

If at all, it was just a “very Tucky
shot,” Bermudez said.

«] was not even framing for the cow.
I was focused on the soldiers on the
ground when "one of -the’ cows just
jumped into the frame.- I got very
lucky " shesaid. -~ :

o ltwasa backft'dmbéék win for the In-

" QUER. Last year, the newspaper’s mul-

tiawarded photographer Edwin Bacas-

mas also won the Award for Excellence

in the same category for his photo, ti-
tled “Home Street Home.”

Bermudez said winning the award
was a “humbling experience” given
that her photo was up against excel-

lent pictures.
“pyen the nominees at our table dur-

ing the awarding ceremony Were from

In 2003, the news story “Abadilla 5:
Story out of martial law pages” won
the Sopa Excellence in Specialized Re-
porring award in Category B, the
award for local newspapers.

The five-part series, which came out
on Dec. 10-14, 2002, was written by re-
porters Stella Ruth O. Gonzales, Juliet
Labog-Javellana and Nancy Carvajal.

Last year, Carvajal was the higgest
winner when she was named Sopa’s
Journalist of the Year. S

Carvajal bested wo other final-
iste—Jonah M. Kessel of the Interna-
tonal New York Times and Hannah
Reech of Time—for the prestigious
award.

Over the years, the INQUIRER has re-
ceived several awards from the Sopa.
among them: Best Opinion Piece; Best
Opinion  Writing; Local Journalist
Award; Certificate of Excellence in the
Scoop Caregory, Honorable Mention
in Excellence in Reporting of Breaking
News, Feature Writing and Investiga-
tive Reporting; and citations for Envi-
ronmental Reporting and Editoriai -
Cartooning. ~ With a reportfromIn-
quirer Research -
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' Hinimek ng Philippine National
Police (PNP) ang lahat ng Muslim,
partikular sa Dasilan at Sulu, na
magkaisa sa paglataboy sa mga
miyembro ng kilabot na teroristang
grupo ng Abu Sayyaf Group {ASG) sa
kani-kanilang komunidad.

Kasabay nito, hinkayat ng
pamunuan ng PNP ang publko ra
‘huwag i-share o ikalat pa sa social media
ang video na sinasabing inilabas ng Abu
Sayyaf at nagpapakita sa aktuwzl na
pagpugot sa Canadian na bihag na sl
Robert Hall nitong Hunyo 32.

Sinabin ServiorSupt. Robert Fajardo;
hene ng Andi-Kidnapping Group (AKG}

' ng PNP, na lubhang hindi katanggap-

- tanggap ang ginzwa ng Aba Sayval kv
Hall, sa kasagsagan ng paggunita sa.

" i banalna buwanng Ramadan.
! »Tlis is the time when Moslems

" around the world focus on fasing, |
. praving, giving charity, and relfigious !
. devotion, refraining from  violence, .

| anger, greed, envy and lust” sabi ni
i Fajardo.

Dahil sa ginawang pamumugol,
gnabi ni Fajardo na pinatunayan lang
ng ASG na_gumagawa ito ng mga

© kaya dapat Jang na kendenahin.
et all Muslim, particuiarly in Sulu,
to unite para itaboy natin ang ASG na
nanggugulo at hindi summsunod s
jsinasaad ng Koran. Hindi na makatao

| hakbanging kontra sa turo ng lslam,

.

-

Page.

78.00

ang ginagawang pagpapot g ABG”
giit i Fajardo. “This beheading is un-
Tslamic and nhuman. I appeal to owr
Mustim brothers to help us put a siop
to this senseless beheadings of innocent
victims.”

Mayroon nang mga panukala para
isaflalim ang Sulu at Basilan sa batas
militar upang tulzyan nang mataldukan
ang matinding problema ng bansa sa
Abu Sayyaf, partikular sa pagdukot at
pambibihag ng mga ito.

Sa kanyang parig sinabi naman
ni PNP Spokesman Chief Supt. Wilben

Mayor na ang video ng pamumugot kay
Hall ay hindi tamang ikalat o pagpasa-
pasahan ng mga netizen.

“Don’t patronize, share barbaric
videos of ASG. We woudd appreciate if
the netizens would share with us any
information about the spreading of this
video. But again, these tefroristic acts
shouldn't be spread or patronized,” diin
ni Mayor.

Aniya, pinagiisipan 12 ng
Anti-Cybercrime  Growp  (ACG) ang
posibilidad na i-delete na ang nasabing
videe upang hindi na kumalat pa.

i
i

{katutubong pari)
maginhawang buha

RITUWAL ALA-MUMBAKI Sabay—sabay na urinom ng alak ang rﬁga mz}%nbaki
ng ffugao para s& fituwal ng pesasalamat sa Lumikha dahil sa
y at pagbibigay ng profeksiyon sa Rice Terraces, kasabay ng

selebrasyon ng ika-50 anibersaryo ng pagkakatatag ng lalawigan nitong Sabado.

ALY

RIZALDY COMANDA
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AFP: seryoso kami
sa papel namin!

MARIING sinabi ng pamu--

nuan ng Armed Forces of
the Philippines na seryo-
so sile sa kanitang papel
laban sz bandidong gru-
pong Abu Sayyaf.
Marling itinanggi ni Brig.
Gen. Restitute Padilla, aga-

pagsafita ng AFF, :ang para-

fang sa miftar at sinabing ina-
alay nila ang kanilang sarifi
para masugpoe ang band-
dong grupo.

Marami ng aniya sa ka-
niiang hanay ang nasawi da-
hil sa dedikasyon at pagma-
mahal sa trabaho para lang
magtagumpay sa hangarin
na pigilan ang Abu Sayval,

Nabatid na iminungkah!
ng alkaids ng Jolo, Sulu na
may ifang opisval sa hanay
ng militar ang sumusuporta
sa Abu Sayyaf at nakikina-
bang pa umanc sa binaba-
yarang ransom money.

Lumutang ang paratang
na ito matapos na muling
pugutan ng uio ang isa pang
bihag ng ASG na si Robent
Hall, Canadian national,

noong Hunyo 13.

Una na ring itinanggi ng
AFP sz Westemn Mindanzo
ang nasabing alegasyan sa
pagsasabi na walang gani-
fong impormasyong nakara;
ting sa kanila.

Ayon kay Maj. Filemen
Tan dr., hindi slya naniniwa-
la na magagawa io ng ka-
nitang kasarmahan.

Kaugray nito, nagpatu-
pad na fin ng 'refinements’
g2 cpensiba para masagip
ang mga bihag ng Sayyal,
kung saan bukas ang hanay
ng mifitar sa mga adjustment
sa kanilang opensiba faban
sabandidong grupo na ASG.

lto ang tinivak ni Maj.
Filemon Tan Jr., tagapagsa-

“lita ng Western “Mindanao

Command para malivak fa-
mang ang kaligtasan ai ka-
layaan rg dalawang naiiti-
rang bitiag ng grupo.
Matatandaan na nagban-
tzang ASG na pupugutan nlla
ang naflirang bihag, parliku-
iar ang Nerwegian na si Kjar-
tan Gekkingstad. MARY S

e
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g
Armed Forces of the Phi-

Tippines (AFP) sa Western

Mindanao ang alegasyon’ -
it ko po alam kasine ran-

“som policy kami tapos I

nig alkalde ng Jolo sa lala-
wiganng Sulu nailangopi-
sval sa hanéy ng militar
arig sumusuporta sa Abu
Savyaf grotip (ASG) at

‘nakikinabang pa umano sa.
"binabayarang ransom

.+ Ayon kay Major File=
ion Tan, tagapagsalita ng

Western Mindanao -Com-

"mand {WestMinCom),

walang ganitong impor-
-masyong nakarating sa
“Banila at hindi sivananini-

‘wala na magagawa io ng.
- _hanay dahil ito ang mag-

~papahirap at magpapa-

kanilang kasamahan..

“Una rito, isiniwalaf ni
-Jolo Mayor Hussin Amin .
namayroon ilang opisyal |
‘ag militar na nakabase sa -
Syl ang nagbibigay ng-.
-suporta-sz Abu Sayyafai
ang kapalitumano niito a3y
nakikinabang sila ibinaba- -
yaina ransom money para |
sa pagpapalaya pg mga
biltime ng kidnapping. -

“-Ani Hussin, ito rig

umano ang dahitan kung -
bakit ilang dekada na rin
".na patuloy din-nilang

g1 hindi matapos-tapos.

siig probiema ng Aby
: " jlang lumalabas na impor-

Sayvaf sa Sulu.

- &ng pahayag ni Hussin -
ay kasunod ng panibagong”

pamumugot ng ulo ng Abu,

Sayyaf sa isa pang bikti-"
it ng Samal Island kide .

‘napping, ang Canadian
national na si Robert Hall
kung saan una na ring

pitugutan ang is& pang

niyang kababayan na-si
John Ridsdel.

. “Kasunod nito, hinamorn,
pi-Tan ang opisyal na pag-
palabas ng pruweba sa
kanyang alegasyon para
melaman ang katotchanan
kung totoo man na may
nangyayaring ganito para

mapanagot ang mga.

-pesibleng sangkot dito.

- -

That is his allegation
angd he has to prove thal.
Kung meron, bakit hindi
siya sabihin sa amin, Hin-

canmot confimn yang sina-
sabi niyang;ransom na

~meren dumating tapos

may nakikindbang, f they

* héve reporis of that alam
"parman natinna-baval vang:
“yunp pong hinthingi natin
“if you know ‘something
then ilabas po matin para

" maimbestigahan,” paha-

vag pani Tan,

Inihayag ni Tan na hindi
maaaring may nangyaya-
ring ganito sa kanilang

dumi sa kanilang orga-
nisasyoil:

“Yan ang mga hindi
dapat nangyayari, yung

mga ganvan within the

organization, Which the

" arganization really suffer.

Sundalo ka tapos ganoon
ang gagawin mo? Napa-
kasakit naman nom,”

. dagdag pa nii Tan.

§a kabilang dako na-
man, bumuweltavin si Tan

hineberipika ngayon ang

masyon na posibeng may-

ropit -din-sa-mega: elected
official sa Sulu ang sumu-

suporta at nakikinabang sa

" ginagawa ng Abu Sayyaf

kaya hindi nila maresolba

* ang problema ng kidnap-
ping at jba pang mga
" kriminaiidad na ginagaws

ngmga bandido.

Pero kagaya ng alega-
syon ni Mayer Hussin.
sinabi ni Tan na walaring
hinghawakang matibay na
ebidensya sa kasalukuyan
ang militar na makapagtu-
tro kung sino sa mga lokal
official sa Sulu ang nag-
sisithing supporierng Abu
Sayvaf.

o
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Handang sumunod =~ Sinabi ni Tan na igi-
ang pamunuan ng Armed nagalang nila ang “strate-
Forees of the Philippies gic” decision ng national
{AFP) sa tbinabang kautu- leadership nz kajlangan
sar: i outgoing Président nifang maipatupad. -
Benigno ‘Noynoy” Aqui- . Malaposang pagpugot
no Il naimagkaroon ng ti- sa dalawang Canadian,
natawag na ‘refinements’ _nationzg]_'na-bihag“ﬁé sing’
s operasyon laban saAbir john Ridsel at Robert
Sayyaf Group (ASG). - Hal, muling naghantaang
© "Ayon'kay Maj. Feli- ASG na may pupuguian
mon Tan Jr., spokesper- muli sila sa dalawang
son ng Western Mindanao natitirang bihag, “pariiku-
‘Command (WestMinCom) ai ang Norweigan na s
bukas ang hanay ng mili- Kjartan Sekkingstad. .
tar sa mga paghabage o Biheg dinng ASG ang
adjustiments sa kanilang Pinay girlfriend ni Hali na
opensiba laban sz bandido.  si Marites Flor.

“SQusundin namin ang.  Samantala, hanggang
direktiba nj Pangulong sa ngayon ay bigo pa rin
Aqguino, hindi dahil siya ang militar at pulisya na
ang commander in chief hindi makita ang bang-
kundi ay para matiyak kay o Hell, na pinugutan
lamang ang kaligtasan noong Hunyo 14 matapos
at kalayaan ng dalawang hindi magbayad ng P300
natitirang bikagng ASG,” milyon ransom kung saan
wike ni Tan. nakita ang pugot na ulo

"Una ‘néng infutos ng - nito'sa malapit sa-Carme-
Pangulong Aquino s2 lite Cathedral sa Sanchez
Jolo, Sulu na magkaroon S8t., Jolo, Sulu bandang
ng “refinements” sa ope- alas-nuwebe ng gabi na
rasyon ng mmilitar Jaban sa nakabalot sa jsang plastic
mga bandido. bag, (Betchai Julian)

~ o4 N
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~ Incoming defense chief
Gen. Delfin Lorenzana

IN A recent article on US-Philippine relations, Ernest Bower,
a senior adviser for the Southeast Asia Program at the Ceriter
for Strategic and International Studies, was quoted as saying
that President-elect Rodrigo Duterte's “seemingly warm%ng

up to China” js not a cause for any concern (“US closely

‘watching’ Duterte, says expert,” Front Page, 6/8/ 16). “What
we are watching is who he selects to be in liis Cabinet.” The
article concludes by ' :

saying that “retired
General -Deifin
Lorenzana’s designa-
tion as the next de-
fense chief is consid- -

Ramon

ered to be a sitver lin-
ing in what is appar-
entty a shallow J Farolan

bench in the security
cluster of the Duterte Cabinet
Among the incoming Cabinet members of the new admin-
istration, Lorenzana is probably one of the least known.
Many of the other nominees held high profile positions in the
past—Ben Dickno at-budget, Leonor Briones.at. treasury,
‘Sonny Dominguez at agriculture, Art Tugade at the Clark De-
“velopment Corp., and Perfecto Yasay at the Securities and
Exchange Commission. In the case of Lorenzana, he spent
more than 10 years abroad serving as defense attaché, and
presidential representative and head of the Office of Verer-
ans Affairs at the Philippine Embassy in Washington, DC.
in his first interview with the media since the anhounce-
ment of his designation, Lorenzana traced his roofs to the
Tlocos Region where his grandparents come from. Both moth-
er and father are natives of Pangasinan. In 1936, they migrat-
ed to Mindarigo; settling down ‘in-Cotabato” (now Maguin-
danac) where Delfin was bom. He graw up in Parang, attend-
ing Notre Dame High School, and later finished two years of
college at Notre Dame University in Cotabato City before en-
tering the Philippine Military Academy in 1969, After gradua-
tion from the acaderny in 1973, he joined the Philippine Army
although his first choice of branch of service was the Alr Force.
An accident during his senior year restlted in vision problems
bringing to an end his dreams of flying airplanes. ;
In 1998, ag brigade commander of the 601st nfanwy
Brigade, 6th Division of the Philippine Army, he was responsi-
ble for the capture of kidnap for ransom leader, Tahir Alonto
and his group with the safe recovery of several hostages. Dur-
ing the all-out Armed Forces of the Philippines offensive
against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front from 1998 to 2060,
he led operations resuiting in the fall of three MILF camps
aside from Camp Abubakar, and continued to maintain peace
and order in his area of responsibility; enabling local and ga-
tional government offices to pursue development profects
without interference from lawless elements. :

2
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One of his more remarkable accomplishments took place in
May 2001 when he served as commander of the Light
Armorsd Brigade and concurrent ground commander of Task
Force Libra. With three battalions of troops and assisted.by
Philippine National Police antiriot elements, he prevented the
capture and occupation of Malacafiang by pro-Erap forces at-
tempting to unseat newly-installed Presideny Gloria Arroyo.
The slightest miscalcwlation or poorly coordinated reaction to
aggressive moves by the Erap mob could have easily resulted
in bloodshed and viplence. Lorenzana's cool and mature han-
dling of the delicate situation saved the day for the nation. _

Where is the Duterte connection? = .. -

I 1987, as head of the 2nd Scout Ranger Battalion sta~
tioned in Davao City, he supported newly-elected Mayor
Rodrigo Duterte in clearing the city of {nsurgents, sparmew
units, and criminal syndicates. This close relationship has
persisted through the years even when Lorenzana was no
longer operating in the Davao area. An eatly working associ-
ation with the mayor appears to be a common thread that
runs through his appointees, particularly in the field of setu-

rity and police operations. I
ER

Among the advocacies I have pursuied in recent yearg' is
that of providing the chief of staff of the AFP and its service
commanders with fixed terms of office in order to provide
strength and stability in command for leaders of the organi-
zation. A fixed term of office would not preclude the com-
mander in: ¢chief from terminating their services should they
be found incompetent or corrupt. The revolving door policy

of past presidents has damaged the institution more than

anything else. General Lorenzana fully agrees with these
ideas and will work to have this gystem in place in a Duterte
administration. +

In this regard, there are reports of a possible change of
leadership in the AFP come June 30. General Lorenzana’s
position is that there is nothing official from President-elect
Duterte on this matter. If we are to make changes simply for
the sake of change, we cannot expect positive results. We
only add one more picture to hang on the wall reserved for
AFP chiefs of staff at the GHQ building in Camp Aguinalde.

Lorenzana’s immediate concers is the Abu Sayyaf problern
in Basilan and Sulu. The beheading of the second Canadian
national has been portrayed as a slap on the face of the incorn-
ing President, daring him to prove his toughness. Uniess dras-
tic action is taken we may not be able to save another foreign
hostage from beheading. This time the victim is a Norwegiar.

The presence of 10 battalions consisting of over 5,000
troops in the area is not going to change matters. Past experi-
ence has shown that pouring mote troops into the battlefield
makes for great headlines, but they have never produced the
desired results. If we cannot solve the problem of kidnap-for-
ransom activities being carried out in our backyard, how do
we expect to confront the big bully in the neighborhood? In
the eyes of the world, we have failed miserably against some
300 gr more so-called bandits.
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A new approach is called for. We mught have 10 set asjde

concerns for human rights and due process, at least for the
fime being. Unconventional methods are needed to address
unconventional situations. Our people will accept this ap-
proach for a limited period, but the APP must produice posi-
rive results before patience runs ott. That is also the message
from the recent elections; people dorftcare much about nice
guys: They would rather have simple folks who may be
rough on the edges hut who are capable of delivering on
‘hasic needs, particularly security and ordez, .
.- Ceneral Lorenzana has a golden opportunity to set things
Tight. From what I see, he President-elect tendsto allow his
appointees the widest leeway in running their respective de-
partments. With his military background, his pegotiating
<kills and experience, plus graduate wotk in operations re-
search at Ateneo, StTategic studies at Australian National
University in Canberra, and in business economics at the
University of Asia and the Pacific, Lorenzana should be able
to provide new directions and encourage fresh ideas and ini-
riatives that would enable the department to better confront
the challenges we now face as apation.
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| Officiate said Sunday, as Washington's close ally Manj
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US aircraft carriers start drifls off Philippines
Apence Frence-Progee

Q2:5¢ PI June 18th. 2046

COORDINATED OPERATIONS The Nimitz-class aircraft carriers USS John C. Stennis ang Uss
Ronald Reagan conduct dual carrier flight operations in support of security and stabitity in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific region. The activities mark the US Navy’s continued presence throughout the

area of responsibiiity. US NAVY PHOTGO

MANILA, Philippines — Twe US aircraft carriers have slarted exercises in the Fhilippine Sea, defense_
la faces growing pressure from Beljing in the South

China Sea.

The US Pacific Command said the USS John C. Stennis and USS Ronald Reagan. among the worid's
largest warships, began conducting air defense drils. see surveiilance. and fong range strikes on

Saturday,
READ: US superiorce natraliing pi See :
The command said the operations marked America’s continued preserice in the Asia-Pacific as China
expands its maritime strength and engages in massive isiang buitding activities in disputed waters,

“No other Navy can concentrate this much combat power on one sea.. [t was truly impressive,” said JS

Rear Admiral Marcue Hitchcocok, carrier strike group comms
ed off the Philippines near the

US Defense Secretary Ashion Carter visited the Stennis in April as it sail
pable of supporting airfieids and

disputed area where China has expanced islets and reefs intc islands cg

other installations.
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The Philippines has been upgrading its defense ties with the United Sigtes iis longtime treaty ally. 1o help

boost the aviiity of one of Asia's weakes! armed forces

The US exercises synchronized the activities of more than 12.000 sallors, 140 aircrafl. six combatarits and

the two carriers, Hitcheoosk said.

The command said the drills were meant to promote freedom of navigation and overflight in the region’s

airspace and waters.

id operate multiple carrier sirike groups

‘[This] has been a great opportunity for us to train on how we wou
another carrier strike group

in a contested environment.” said US Rear Adm. John Alexander.

commander. AFP
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MILF: Past consultations on BBL already
sufﬁcient

¥ sieyue Ramers (philstarcom) ! Updated June 18. 2016 - 4:30pm

ser Datu Abu! Khayr Alonte (right of Duterts) shake

WMILE chairman Al Haj Mured Eprahim (lefl of Cuterte! and MHLF Isz
nands i s June 17, 2078 file pheto Phote from Dulerte camp

DAVAD CITY. Philippines ~ The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF} maintained that there have been enough
proposed Bangsamore Basic Law (BBL) after reports guoted people afigned with the incoming

administration as saying that the peace process road map would require fuither discussion.

The MILF said the peace process shouid now be in the “implementation mode” since the Comprehensive Agreement on
the Bangsamoro (CAB), which the group believes would address the Mindanao problem, has already been signed.

The“ CAB', which was signéd by the Aquine administration and the MILF in 2014, will serve as the basis of the BBL, which

aims to create a new Bangsamoro region with enhanced autonomy.

“Consuitations for this proposed law nave already Deen virtuaily over. Alf what should be done 1510 revisil or use the inputs
of these consultations or hearings, in the case of Congress, to fasi-rack tne legisiative roadmap o piocess.” he WMiLF said

in an editorial posted an luwaran.com.
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Earlier. Davac dei Norte Rep, Pantaleon Alvarez. Duatente’s choice for House Speaker, said the talks with the Moro group

are back {0 “square ong” and that there is nc need o lackie the BBL because it would be subsumed by the pianned shift i

federalism.

Jesus Dureza, who served as peace adviser during the Armoyo administration and who wili be returning fo the post when
Duterie assumes office, was quoted in & MindaNews report as saying “wider consultations” on how to crafl the

Bangsamoro peace roadmap would be conducied

The MILF said the peace negotiators from both sides, cwil society, religious, educational and business groups have
conducied a total of 625 consultations throughout the country from 2014 10 2016,

"Mmany of the provisions of the BBIL. were cullad from inputs from these consultations. The Senate and Lower House of
Congress have aiso conducted numerous hearings. The BBL had been with them for more than a year when it was
formatly submitted to them during & ceremony in Malacafian Palace on September 10, 2014,” the group said.

The MILF said any consuitation asking the same people or repeating the same issues would only slow down, if not stifle,

the legislative process.

“More seriously. if those to be asked are those who harbor strong anti-Moro prejudices, biases, hatred, the outcome is

already predicted,” it added.

‘Duterte will not delay peace process’

The MILF however, clarified that it is not expecting President-elect rodrigo Duterte or Durezs to delay the enactment of the

BBL.

"DL&erte had solemnly pledged during the presidential campaign in May this year that he would solve the ‘legitimate

grievances of the Bangsamoro pecple; and nothing, he said further ‘can satisfy them except by pessing the BBL,” the

MILF said.

“We hold on 1o this promise, as sacred. and we believe in Rim! All mis ctose friends Tor years whom we talked t¢ afested e

his loyalty to friendship and once he commits, he fuifils ”
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The BBL is one of the priority measures of the outgomg Aquinc administration but t was bypassed by the 16th Congress
The MILF noted that under the CAR the decommissioning of its weapons and combatants wouid not move i the BBL does

not move in the legisiature.

In & meeting with Duterte here last Friday, MiLF ieaders informed the incoming president that they would wani tc see the
BBL enacled first before the form of govemment is changed 1o 2 federal system. The group said it would take time before
the CAB is impiemented if the creation of the Bangsamoro government is subsumed by efforts to push for federalism.

“We told hirn (Duterte) that we are not againsi federalism per se but we believe we can be more of help o the federal
governmaent of the Philippines if the Bangsamoro (government} is impfermented first. He listened to our sxplanation,” MILF
vice chairman for political affairs Ghadzali Jaafar told The STAR in & phone interview.

The group, nevertheless, Is open to refining the draft BBL (o ensure its early passage in Congress

’6(&
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Dirills start on US aircraft carriers

LI

Lol AR Gurne 2o 2006

COORDINATED OPERATIONS The Nimitz-class aircraft carriers USS John C. Stennis and USS
Ronald Reagan conduct dual carrier flight operations in support of security and stability in the
indo-Asia-Pacific region. The activities mark the US Navy’s continued presence throughout the

area of responsibility. US NAVY PHOTO

TWO US aircraft camiers have staried exercises in the Philippine Sea. defense officials said on Sunday.
as Washingten's close ally Manilz faces growing pressure from Beijing in the South China Sea.

The LS Pacific Command said the USS John C. Stennis and the USS Ronaid Reagan, among the world's
largest warships. began conducting air defense drilis, sea surveillance, and long range stiikes on
Saturday.

The command said the operations marked America's continued presence in the Asia-Pacific region as
China expands its maritime strength and engages in massive island-buitding activities in the Scuth China

Sea.
“No other navy can concentrate this much combat power on one sea ... It was truly impressive.” said US

Rear Adm. Marcus Hitchcock. carrier strike group commander,

US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter visited the Stennis in April as it sailed off the Philippines near the
disputed Spratly islands where China has expanded islets and reefs into islands capable of supporting

airfields and other instaliations.
Treaty allies

»
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The Philippines has been improving it defence ties with the US it tongtime treaty ally and former
coionial ruler, to help boost the ability of one of Asia's weakes! armea forces.

The US exercises synchronized the activities of over 12.000 sailors. 140 aircraft. six combatants and the
two carriers, said Mitchcock.

The command said the drills were meant to promote freedom of navigation and overlight in the region’s
airspace and waters.

“(This) has been a great opporiunity for us to train on how we wouid operate multipie carrier strike groups
in @ contested environment,” said US Rear Admiral John Alexander, another carrier strike group

commander.

The US Navy said it has been conducting dual carrier strike group operations for severaf years in the
Philippine Sea, the South China Sea and the East China Sea, where China has a separate dispute with

Japan over small islands.

Philippine defense depariment spokesman Peter Galvez said the exercises showed that the US was
“rasolute” in fulfiling its often repeated “ironclad commitment” to defend the Philippines.

“We welcome the sirong cooperation and partnership we have with our friends and allies ... in light of {the
dispute) where our legitimate rights have been oversiepped,” he toid AFP.

The Philippines is awaiting a ruling from an international arbitration tribunal against China’s claims to most
of the Seouth Chinz Sea.

Vietnam, Malaysia. Brunei and Taiwan also have overlapping claims to the strategic waterway. through

which pass some of the world’s most active shipping lanes.
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