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tion system. Automation
of business permit process-

ing; and faster: broadband

and phone semces
These are part of a 1Gmpomt

: _Wlsh list presented yesterday
1o president-elect Rodrigo.

Du’certe by business leaders.
‘Moére than 400 corporate

executives capped a two-day

workshop here by giving

- their'top 10 fecommendations
 fot econornic policies of the
Duterte administration before

. it takes pverat noon of June 30.
After the presentation;:
~Duterte said he
_<the proposalc,, which he-
! seribed as “doable”

. By PRINZ MAGTULIS_
DAVAO CITY - Lower_
~jncome and corporate tax-,
“es. A national identifica-

- *The d;qcu%ions have been

:_'__'_umque and productwe The:
. entire group huddled in a
- ‘workshop and they exchanged
jdeas extensively. They ens

Yiched ‘each other’s contri-

" bution,” finance secretary-
g _d951gnate Carlos Dom:nguez
: .HI sald; '

George Barcelon, pres1dent :

: -of #he Philippine Chamber of
- ‘Commerce and Industry, said
“the two-day workshop would

“provide building blocks for
" collective synergv and a com-

petitive landscape supportlve

of growth..

Businessmen urged Duterte

- to adopt a comprehensive tax
reform package that will re-
~duce corporate and personal
- Income taxes and capital gains

ievies Tax rates cotild be made

- “a little lower” than regional
peelci i Vi wa
- ‘They also called for the ';m-?'
o ]ementatlon of a'nafional-ID

system for improved targeting
: Turp 1o Page 6
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- Barcelon said this would

allow informal settlers to be
“properly identified” for fm- :
“tions services to be at par with -
- and competitive in the region.
. They ‘¢alled .on the removal .-

‘of congressional franchises,
" companies being granted in-
“terriational gateway licenses:.
[ ting -

education:)

i They also pmposecithe au»

fomation and streamlining of .
business permits and licensing:
“gystems to eliminate windows®
‘This includes

of corruption

wal of license

Should be ﬁrdvideci‘_- cash-for-

- work, hivelihood and supple:
“mental S:[lppor £ they SEHGF
s so called for reduc-

ssme“ ,s '_'Frorn Eagé 1

proved access to health and

of inaction, they said.

.. The business leaders also

‘called for improvernents of the

‘and inivesting in and ren
ut of cables.

They

_tion-in the bottlenecks in the

-other infrastructure projects and
- respect for sanctity’ of contfacts.

Am

- This was the first time thata-
president-elect had conducted "

2 consultation with the busi-

chha

ong the businiess Tead:
ers who attended the two-day -
event here were Ayala Corp.

Iriternet and, telecommunica-

ery of support systems to farm-

- ‘ers and fishermen such as fi-

nancing, mcentives, technology,
farircto-market roads, irigation
and post-harvest facilities;
- “Implementation of fespon-
‘sible mining that limits raw
material exports to grow val-
ie-added processing locally;

“mentation of niational strategy
for industries where'the coun-

-advantage.

- The “speedy’ ’ smprovement

v of transport network system:

chairman Jaime Au gusto Zo-
el de Ayala; Cebu PAGHC Air

- chief Lance Gokongwei, GMA

Network Inc; chairman Felipe

: -Gozon, BDO Unibank presi-
public-private partnership and’ " de nibank presi

dent and Bankers Association
of the Phiiiipiﬁes chief Nestor
Tan and Philippine Airlines

. president Jaime Bautista.

- Government officials as
well as multilateral Jenders
afional Monetary Fund,

 World Bank and the Asian

Development Bank were also
present. ;i e e
"~ With Edith Regalado

. Development ‘and ithple="

try Yias ‘greatest competitive - _
Sl s ot ceived as one that promotes

for the country to improve con-
nectivity. This includes using
regional airports and seaports
“to decongest their Manila
counterparts and fast-tracking
the North-South Railway Proj-
ect, C-6 Road Project, Cebu Bus
Rapid Project and Mindanao
Railway Project.

. The businessmen also called
for a review of the conditional
" cash transfer (CCT) program.
They said the CCT is per-.

dependency on government.

-“Instead of CCT, the poor .
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Environment activist Lopez accepts DENR job

By Jovic Yee, Dons Dumlao-Abadllla and DonaZ Pazzibugan

STAUNCH antlmlmng advocate Regma “Gma

Lopez has accepted the offer of President-elect
Rodrigo Duterte to head the Department of Envi-

-ronment and Natural Resources (DENR); Wthh--

' oversees the country’s mlmng mdustIY"_f S

' ‘fAfter much mtrospectmn I

sdecided to accept it. Let's see-

what ‘happens,” Lopez told re:
‘porters.after talking to Diiterte
over the phone at the sidelines

of the 4th Excellence in Educa-

‘tional- Transformation - Awards.
‘beld'ar the ABS-CBN compo'_j'__:_: d

n Quezon City. :
A Gay after she was offered

protect the- environment [but'
“also] 16 eradicate poverty,”she”
- told the incoming President. ..
- News -of Duterte’s offer to
'LOpez sent share prices of min-
ing and oil stocks plunging by
09 percent; atthe end of t

*Philippine Stock Exchange in-

~ dex gained 1.33 percent and

the post, Lopez told Duterte s§_1e _

“was deeply honored since it'§2"
- toniroversial deczszon——-that he

reached a new high for 2016,

“the mining and oil mdex

slumped ST
Among the top losers were

" has decided to trusther. o
“1 give you my firm comrmt—--_ -.'Phﬂe}{ . Mining, ~ Philex
‘rent that T will do- everythmg..'.- Petroleum Corp Lepanto Con-
~that 1 can and it’s not oniy to_' SN : " GINAJAIY
I
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sohdated Mining, Apex Mmmg and Mamla '

Mining Corp.

" Analysts said mvestors dumped mmmg
stoc’xs ‘yesterday on expectauons that the
regulatory environment for mining might

become more chaﬁengmg under the

Durerte administration.

w1,0pez; wha: descrlbed herself ‘as “not

the usual choicé” for environment secre
tary because of her ‘antimining’ stance;
said she was.open toimeeting prommmg
advocates -so she could ;make “sugges:

rions” on how 1o address concems m the :

industry

Lopez ; aiso'wamed cormpt ofﬁmals at the

DENR that their days are nambered.

“We'll clean the ranks of DENR. Those ac- ;

cepting bribes, your days are over. Stop it.
No corruption is acceprable,” she said.

. She blamed corruption within the de-
partment for the deterioration of the envi-

ToTIment.
Lopez, 61, chair of ABS-CBN ngkod Ka-

-pamdya Poundatlon -studied. at Assump- . .
‘tion College and Newton College of the Sa- -

créd Heart in Boston: Shehasa master’s de- - F
choice of Lopez 45 DENR ch1ef

“Thar’s a breakthrough in executive poh— -
. cy because in the past all executive depart- .
“ments have favored large-scale mining and _

gree in development management from the
Asian Institute of Management and a doc-
torate degree in humanities from Ateneo de
Naga University.

Environmental champmns and actmsts
hailed Duterte’s appointment of Lopez as
the next énvironment secretary.
_ SeniLotenLegarda, a Tmown pr

pointment. .

“Gina’s track rec:ozd oI Vanous enwron--

mental causes cannot be guestioned, ” said

former Puerto Prmcesa C1ty Mayor Edward '

Hagedorn.

- “President Duterte picked ﬂle nght per-'
son to fight for what is right as she has

proven with La Mesa Dam, Paszg River and
her antimining stance that is consistent
with what the Pres1dent wants to happen,”
Hagedornsaid. -

Environmentalist Tony Oposa Jesent s

message from Norway: ” President-elect
Duterte made the right ch01ce We will sup-
port her all the way!” -

Sonia Mendoza, pre51dent of Mother Earth '

Foundation, welcomed the appointment of
Lopez. “We thank the President for his choice

as we promiise to support His Excellencsfs en-

vzronmentai programs,” she said. .

‘romtnent advocate, weicomed Lopez s ap-:.='
: . in " protecting the en\nronment from’ de- :

seructive industries like mining.” :
" Clemente Bautista, national coordinator
of the militant Kalikasan People’s Network .

for ‘thé Environment, said Lopez. had a -
i '.Austraha and Canada, learn from their best

 mentally-destructive projects

GINALOPEZ int

as..environment sec

had little support for small-scale mining,”
Ban Toxics executive director Richard
Gutmrrez said.

EcoWaste Coalition pre31dent Noh Abi
aid: “We know that Ginais. a flgh_

“nroven track record” against mining.

‘Greenpeace Philippines country director - :

Amalie Obusan said they hoped Lopez
would be consistent and reject all environ-

those pushed by her family.: -

_.As head of the DENR, Lopez wnll also-
oversee the operations of the Mines and
Geoscierices Bureau (MGB), which regu-

" lates the éounty’s mining indusery. . . -
©“Mining counters fell -on market con- -
“cerns that Duterte’s potential appointee to

the DENR post would pursue policies that

“are pro-environment and that may cap the
extracuon of natural resources m the

ewed after announcing

her acceptance last night of her appointment .
T ieyee  terday of a heated exchange between First

Pacific’s’ Pangilinan and Lopez durmg -a.:::;. -
: _..mmmg - fortim in 2012 : :

- destruction of the environment.

mcludmg )
" miners would continue to advocate respon-

country by mining companies,” said

_ Michaelangelo Oyson, pressdent of BPI Se-
~ curities.

“Given the high dependence of the min-

-ing industry on future production, the mar-
ket has apparently reacted negatively to the
! ipvitation of the Duterte administration o

Ms Gina Lopez as DENR secretary due to

.~ possible increased regulations and restric-
" tions, that eould affect future earnings

shotd éhe ‘accept tHe position,” said Mar-

. vin Fausto, a fund expert at COL Financial
and pres1dent of IFE Management Advzsers

Inc.

: .Phﬂex Mining, controlled by busmess-
man Manuel V. Pangilinan, fell by 12.17
percent while its oil exploration arm Philex
‘Petroleum likewise shumped by 10 94 per-

cent.

Lepanto Mining stid by 7.78 percent and

affiliate Manila Mining by 6.7 percent.

~ The only mining stock that was un-
scathed yesterday was Semirara Mining,
“which gained by a modest 0.23 percent.
Market participants were reminded yes-

Lopez had supported Duterte § pre51den- :

tial run because the Davac City mayor had

.banned mining in his city.
At a business forum in Davao C1ty yester—

" day, Duterte again warned the country’s

mining companies to do it right or get out
of mining, saying he would not allow the

“Thete will be a comprehensive review of
¢ mining claims and concessions glven-f
And you must endeavor, if you ate into’ 1t :
be sure that you have enough resources '
“Duterte told businessmen.

- Hé advised mining compatiies to go to

‘practices in mining precicus metals a.ﬁd do -
ithere. -

The Chamber of Mines of the P}uhppmes g
(COMP), however, assured that large-scale’

‘sible mining to benefit not just host com-

- munites but the entire country.

COMP executive vice president Nelia

- 'Haleion said that its membess were pre-

-pared to fulfill the mining industry’s crucial
role of helping sustain a strong economic
‘growth and spreading this to the countsy-

side. . With reports from Riza Olchondra,

Leila Salaverria and Ronnel Domingo
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 Troops find 2 ASG camps in Sult

GOVERNMENT forces discoveted two camps of Abu

Sayyaf Group (ASG) duxing clearing operation on

Monday in Bgy: Sipuimaarn, Talipao, Sulu.

2 .'-'_;._Armed__lfgrc.eqofﬁe?hﬂippi:\g_s__(APP}WesferﬁMit}# =

* Filemon Tan said troops from the ‘Army’s 45th Infantty
- Battalior-discovered the camps; which can accomumo-

: 1date'150personsandhavemnnmgtrencheswiﬂ'tpotable-. :
 sater within theperimeter. o0 e
. The froops also found hammocks, water comtainers
“and peﬁbhalbélbngingé ofthe ASG members inside the

tamps-. Zaida delos Reyes-Palanca

Page. ['O
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- Governmentforees overran two Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) camps in Suiu
as intensified operations against the

" militant group -continue to rescue

the remaining hestages of the mili-

tant group, a military spokesman

said Tuesday. - o
Maj. Filemon Tan, spokesman,

Armed Forces of the Philippines™

(AFP) Western Mindanao Command
(Wesmincom), said the camps, both

in B_arangay_:..Sinun}a_an_,._tjj‘ai__i_pgq,___

Sulu, ‘can accommodate approxi-
mately 150 people and have running
trenches with potable water within
the perimeter. _ '

“Also found in the area were
hammocks, water container and
other personal belongings of the Abu
Sayyaf members,” Tan said.

John Ridsdel and Robert Hall were.

beheaded in April and June, respec-
tively, after the deadline for ransom
had passed. . ‘
Incoming AFP Lt. Gen. Ricarde
Visaya, currently head of the South-
ern Luzon Command (Solcom), last
week said that placing Sulu and

o ‘Operating troops continue té -

“seour and conduct blockades in the
areg. oo
~ “(The) AFP continues to inten-
sify the conduct of focused military
operations in Sulu to pin down
the Abu Sayyaf Group and rescue
the remaining hostages,” said the
Wesmincom spokesmail.

Up to 11 military battalions have
been deployed to Sulit.to conduct
operations against the ASG, which
gtill holds two foreign and five local
hostages. o

.. Among those still being held by
the bandit group are Norwegian
Kjartan Sekkingstad and Filipina,
Marites Flor, two of the four people
seized by the ASG from a posh
islapd resort in Samal, Davao del
Norte in September last year. Their
two other companions, Canadians

Basilan under martial law is an
option being considered by the
incoming Duterte administra-
tion to address the Abu Sayyaf
‘problem in the island provinces
in Mindanao.

“perhaps that is an option
that can be undertaken to rees-

tablish order in Sulu and Basilan.

Perhaps martial

answer to

law can he an

prevent the Abu Sayyaf

~ from continuing their kidnapping
| ctivities,” Visaya said. (Blena L.~

-Aben)
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army20i 2@gmail.com- el ne,

|




AFPMBAI Day Care Center at H2ID
now fully furnishead

Wttp e junalefighterdivision.com/

The two (2) door, one (1) storey Day Care Center at Matikas Park, Headquarters, 2" infantry
(Jungle Fighter) Division sponsored by the Armed Forces and Police Mutual Benefit Association
Incorporated (AFPMBAL} is now fully furnished and is ready to cater children who will undergo
Kindergarten.

According to Mrs. Edith S Mato MAEd, Principal, Camp Matec Capinpin Elementary School
(CMCES), a total of 38 pupils have already enrolled for Kindergarten which wili open on Jure
13, 2016 with Mrs. Sheril P Cedefio as their teacher.

Meanwhile, in partnership with the AFPMBAI, the 2" Infantry (Jungle Fighter) Division
spearheaded the Inauguration, Blessing and Tumn-Over of AFPMBALI Day Care Center on June
20, 2018 with MGen R Demosthenes C Santilian AFP, Vice Commander, Philippine Army and
RAdm Primitivo P Gopo AFP (Ret), Head, Audit Group, AFPMBAIL

As part of the said ceremonies, MGen Santillan and RAdm Gopo handed-over the Symbolic Key
to MGen Romeo G Gan AFP, Commander, 2iD and Mrs. Mate which was followed by the giving
of bags and school supplies to the CMCES pupils courtesy of the AFPMBAI.

According to MGen Romeo G Gan AFP, Commander, 2iD, said undertaking is just one among
the plans and programs of 21D to further improve its amenities and facilities all intended to
providge avenue for the kids to learn and enjoy inside Camp Capinpin.

On-the other hand, i can be remembered that only last February 12, 2018, a Ground Breaking
Ceremony for the said facility was conducted with Lt Gen Eduardo M Afo AFP, Commanding

General, Philippine Army.

According to Col Marceliano V Teofile GSC {INF) PA, Chief of Staff, 21D, the said faciiity was
quickly realized due to the concerted efforts of the Jungle Fighters on the facilitation and
construction of the said building.

Said facility is also equipped with a television set, wall fans, tables and chairs, and cther school
paraphernaiia.
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BY RAYMIOND AFRICA

PRESIDENT-ELECT Rodrigo
Duterte yesterday vowed to crush

the Abu Sayvaf group but asked

for sofie tine todosel
Duterte issued the statement
houts after the PINP Crime Labo-
ratory confirmed thar the head
dumped beside a cathedral in
Jolo, Sulu last week belonged to
Canadian Robert Hall, one of four
persons taken by the Abu Sayyaf
From Davao del Notte in Septern-

ber last vear.

The confirmation was made
after comparing tissue samples
taken from the head with Halls
DNA profile that was sent by the

~Canadian Embassy. . ..o

Hall was beheaded on June
13. Last April, the Abu Sayyaf
beheaded Hall’s companion, Ca-
nadian Joha Ridsdel, whose head
was also dumped in front of the
Jolo town hall. .

The Abu Sayvaf is holding
seven more kidnap victims in

Suly, including Norwegtan Kjartan
Sekkingstad and Filipina Marites
Flor, who were taken with Hall
and Ridsdel.

Duterte, speaking before busi-
ness leaders at the SMX Conven-

tion Center iy Davac City, said it - -

would not take long before the
Abu Sayyaf bandits will be stopped
from thelr criminal acts.

“This Abu Sayyaf, just give me
the lusury of time. I cannot do it
just immediately. There are things
which I need, which we do not

have now. There will be a time,
there will be a reckoning and if it
comes, I will just say ‘Surrender
unconditionally, release all prison-
ers, hostages or we Aght,”” Duterte
said.

He did hot eizborate ‘on the
“things” he needs to end the Abu
Sayyaf problem.

Duterte said completely stop-
ping the Abu Sayyaf would need
the fuill support of all “Moros,”

See DUTERTE> FageBS
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DUTERTE

whuding the Moro Isiarnic Libera-
on Front and the Moro National
iberation Froat,

Military reports said govern-
1eat security forces are having

hard time invading Abu Sayyaf
irs as the bandits were being
racned by locals who sympathize
Ath them. Also, MOLF and MNLF
sembers reporredly have relatives
+ho ate members or moonlighting
s Abu Sayyaf members.

Duteste said he wants a “firm
ommitment from all brother Mo-
6" that they will somehow stop
oddling the bandit group.

“Basta, ] get that guarantee na
dagang peaceful ang inrentions

ninyo and you are not protecting
terrotists, thea if I have it in may
hands, I'll be ready to confront...
we confront them. Tapusin na
talaga natin,” he added.

He said once the Abu Sayvaf 1s
destroyed, the country will have
true peace.

“My dream is really that one day
ali Filipinos will just say Filipinos,
and we do not ar all menton left’
or ‘right,” he is 2 Moro rebel or 2
Moro terrorist, and we can live in
peace,” he said.

President Aquino, after the
beheading of Ridsdel, vowed
to use the full force of govern-
ment to end the Abu Sayyaf
problem.

Aguino steps down on June 30,

The Abu Sayvaf has long been
kidnapping Filipinos and foreign-
ers, mainly for ransom. It came
to prominence in 2001 afrer it
kidnapped 20 persoas, mostly
foreigners, from a high-end resort
in Palawan,

The Armed Forces has
been saying the Abu Sayyaf
has only zround 300 to 400
men but the aumber has not
significantly changed in the
past vears despite military pro-
nouncements about killing
its key leaders and members.
Yesterday, government forces
seized two Abu Sayyaf camps
in Talipao town, Sulu where the
group reportedly beheaded Hall.

Maj. Filemon Tan, spokesman

of the military’s Western Mindan¥&
Command, said the bandits abagg,
doned the camps before the roops
from the Army’s 45th Infant@y
Battalion arrived.

He said the bandits may ha¥e
been alerted by their suppotty
ers as the camps were “freshly-
abandoned.” sl

In Patiknl town, troops from
the Army’s 35th Infanury Battal
ion clashed with an undetermined.
number of Abu Sayyaf members
in barangay Paosul.

Tan said the fizefight was ongo-
ing as of 4:30 p.m. vesterday “with
no casualty reported on the gov-
ernment side and usdetermined
on the enemy side.” — With Vicar:
Reyes

[y
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: K]artan Sekkmgstad amd Fﬂl»i:- j
-pina Maritess Flor, who were
seized from & resort on Sarnal =i
Island in Septemiber lastyear

bandits. ea:her execute i

WM&)\W

eyl

W n _dAb'_Sayyaﬂqd-::.."g
pers qurrenderf:
:Ventxon Center ‘here

‘orfacethe consequence% o

“of their actions.
T the Abu Sayyaf,
;.the:fe will’ be a-dav-of

~reéckoning. Surrendex-
.__uncondltlonally and

rele e all pri

hastages o we: fight,
Duterte said during: a.
athering of business
Jeaders atthe SMX Con-

* Duterte’s Warmngs-'
* eame i the wake of the-

“Abu Sayyaf's threat to
“behead ‘the two' retnain-
' mg hostages, Norwegian |
- Turn to Page 5

_'_"_From Page 1

Fle said that

aiong with Sekikingstad and Flor.
‘= Duterté said he has. yetto
'secure the. com:cmtment of the
‘Muslim groups, particularly the
Moro Tslamic. Liberation Front .
and the Moro Natiorial Libera
“tion Front, for the resumptxon of
_-’_che peace process. .= .

T have to secure . th com
'm1tment from our Musliin -
b d{ethers on the continuity of

¢ talks hawan na muna yan ;

he saud

'3band1ts

natin para wala

Say‘yaf
4 have 51x
God made me

“Duterte recently met wzth_ .
- MILFand MNLF leaders here.

assurance &1&% the Muslim groups

1e<:up-.1n the figh’c agamst the'::

ot them, tapusm na talaga

“end this),” he'said.:
‘- Dutette said he has 51X vears -
_to work ‘on ‘the problem of
terrorist - groups like. ’che Abu::-:

'.I'pray God w111 help me” He :
" 'said he dreams for Fﬁzpmos to

 beknownasone: .
-“Y'dream one day that alI
“Filipinos will just say Filipinos
‘and noone will say that he
‘belongs to. the left or right, a
Muslim: rebel or - 2 Moro ter-

orice hie gets the -

-' t’s Hail

e .Porensxc experts of the Phil- _
- ippine National Police (PNF)
confired yesterday that the

na (we’ 11 reaﬂy_f' decap1tated head found recent- -
1y mn Sulu belonged to Hall. -
- The PNP Crime La’boratory :
"7sa1d samples of DNA lifted

" from the head matched with -
- Hall’s DNA record, which’
was prowded by the Canadian

years o do it. .
embassy

pres;dent tfhen
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Hall was the second among

the four hostages to be executed .
by the bandits: after no ransom ;
. of Patikul, Sulu.

was paid for their release...

Ridsdel was executed” cm-i-__
" han for the Western Mindanao
Command, said there was o

_Apnl 25 and Haii on June 13.°

“Chief Supt. “Emmanuel
Aranasiof the. PNP Crlme"

: Laboratory said the Natior
: i Laboratory Se' '

remammg hostages

.'domg everythmg to :rescue the_ | .

o Yl T : Cing Tahpao
Meanwhﬁe, ﬁghtmg erupt—;'.-'

ed yesterday afternoon be-_' f"beeﬂ he}d b} ﬂmeA‘bu Sayyaf

‘tween the Abu Sayyaf and

military troops out 10 TeSChe -
the hostages in the mountams

“Maj. FﬂemonTan}i' spokes—__

immediate report-of casual~
ies as the fxreﬁght raged as of

Tan sald troopers from the
Ariny’s 45th IB were able to

¥rack down the location of the

terrorists as they were con-
ducting clearing operations in

‘Barangay Sittumaan, Talipao.

Tansaid the bandits retreat- .
ed 45-soon as they sensed the
arrival of soldiexs. No claskoe-
crirréd betweer the two Torces.
| urid signs and -
indicators that the’ hostages -
and. bandlts had been at the-
'mps Tanvsaidii o :
“He said ‘the soldiers Tecov-

es ered ammunition, improvised

OnMonday, govenﬁnent se-; '

= cu.nty forces Overran two camps
‘towri, where ‘the..

hostages were believed- to have

ices, harmmiocks,

Sovater containers and other

personal belongings fromi the’
camps that could accommo-
date aboitt 150 PETSONS. . .

. “u 'With Cecille Suerte Fe-
lipe, Roel Parefio .
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“Sulu vice gov nixes

By Mario J. Mallari

and Joyce Ann L, Rocamora

uartial iaw in his province to defeat
thie terrorist ‘AburSayyaf group,:
gtressing that governmerit support:
- and service to the peopie is the
‘answer to the ASG menace: :
. ooAt.the same time, Tan calied
* for the relief of Autonomous Region
for Muslim . Mindanao (ARMM).
“vegional police director Chief Supt.
" Ronald Estilies and Sulu provincial

i %Whooare ecalling for ‘the
““imposition of martial law here? Do
‘they know really. the sitnation:
here?” asked Tan during. a
“proadeast inferview,, oot e s
<o “Why don't theyimpose raartial
'in Manila where there are drug’
_lords? Are they {drug lerds) not
- considéred bandits?” he added. .
an-stressed it alzthe Ab
Sayvaf problen is & police hatter:
ey (government authorities):
~“should bring in good police and
-military officials who are famjliar
“with the area and not those who'
. 'have no grasp of the real situation,”:
Cheadded. - L
. *Police can call the Armed
* Porces for support,” Tansaid. .0
s Currently, there are sbout i
‘pattalions of military troops:
" operating against the AbuSayvai,
B Tar cited previous move by the
“goveriment in the early 2000 =
“pouring in thousands of troops in

‘. Qulu to address the Abu Sayyaf -

" menace following strings. of
Jddnapping incidents, including the -
" yaid at a Sipadan dive site where
- more than 20 foreign tou rists were
“snatched. - R

enior Supt, Wiliredo

SEstrme T e
= ;-'-'-__sCalls’-jfo'r-'the..'impnsition of
martiat law in Sulit and Basilan

martia law vs AbUS

.. Hesaid there was even'a navil
- blockade imposed during the time
A e © putthe ASG menace remainsiip’
7 Sulu'Vice Gov.-Abdusakur Tan i this time. ace rema;.ns. e
“rejected calls for the impositionof . = - '

“What is needed is deli'\fery'o.f'

 government support and service 10 -
o gm‘_penpleg""’.f_l‘an'_;i;'_aijd. e
- “There are funds allocated to-
-~ ARMM but they don’t go down to.
~ordinary folks,” he added.”, ST

7% Onthe alieged collusionof ocal
“.government and military officials:
“iwiththe Abu Sayvaf gioup, Tan said

there shouid be an investigation to

. deter_:t_ﬁne-whe_the_a_r_t_l_we:-_in_fo;m@tiqn -

mounted followirg the beheading
'of Canadiar Robert Hall, whose
head was found near the Mt.
Carmel Cathedral in the capital Jolo
hours after the June 13 3p.m.

- deadline for the payment of P600

T

ionransomlapsed. ..

© Meanwhile, the Department of

Foreign Affairs (DFA) confirmed

- yesterdaythata coordinated force
has been agreed upen the three:
“neighboring couniries Philippines, .
- Malaysia and Indonesia in flight of
.- the -alarming. existence ‘of Abu.
* Sayyaf group and ‘outlaws in the

Tegiom, oo o _ -
" Apcording to DFA spokesman

“Charles Jose, Foreign Affairs
Secretary “René Almendras has-

‘attended the said meeting that

. discusses: the issues about.

“terrorism and piracy to represent

- the country along with chief of the
- Armed Forces of the Philippines..

_ “There's ameeting in indonesia

. among the three coundries, and the
 foreign ministers and chiefs of the

ehuntries’ armed forces -all

“attended, it was Secretary

" Almendras. who wexnt there,” he

Page:

Jose noted that the agreement
of *coordinated forces” hetween

- the three countries only involve the
: .mamime___'ar__ea's'su_rr__t'mnd_i_ng edach
- of their own lands, “we agree with

. thé-common actiohs anong these

 three countries,” esaid. .~ -
- “Coordinatéd patrels for
- example from this drea to this

area it will be Tndonesis who will
‘be-patrolling dnd from.{a certain)

-ares it will he the Philippines. it is’

not joint but coordinated patrol.
So-each country will be patroliing
part-of the waters,”he explained.

At a meeting Jast Monday,

"Philippine Defense” Secretary

Voltaire Gazmin stated that the
coordinated forces would be

“including sea and air patrols to

'stop an alarming wave ‘of ‘cross-
~border kidnappings “and “bo%t
~attacks by Abu Sayyaf extremists
“and other outlaws”
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i The Phililééiﬂes-déés_'_zﬁof.ﬁéi‘xfe: a

ByjieMAwelo |

'SOLDIERS discovered two abandoned Abu
Fagvafe OVEL 2 ne
it so fat failed to locate the two hostages
“who had been held along ‘with ‘Canadian - 0 Robert Hail;.. - [he -UR
' L cotnipared the DNA-profile and it matched
- 100 percent,” Aranas told a press briefing,

- They were, found Mond
Sinuman, Talipao town. .. -
" #We continue t6 scour and conduct block:
“ades as we intensify miilitary operations i
- Sutu to-pin down the Abu Sayyaf and rescue

.: contirmed Tuesday the decapitated head it
recovered in Jololast week was Hall's.

e

s in clearing operations mJolo,

Robert Hall who was beheaded last week.
" The camps could ‘accommodate -about -

150 people and had trenches that supplied
‘running potable water, the military West-
o Command said. Also Found wereham- 1t e
T COTTAIETS “2nd executed hostage © "
" Hall’s body has yet to be found. He was
- one of four hostages-snatched from Samal
“Island in September by the Abu Sayyat
d the second foreign ‘hostage executed.
" after fellow Canadian John Ridsdel was be-
headed on April25. L

" Hall was killed ori June 13 after the Abu ‘
. Sayyaf's deadline for payment of the P60O0-
million ransont for
" other hostages lapsed. His head was found

mocks, water containers and:other belong-.
ings believed to be the rebels’..

in Baragay’

;h’e:_fgmai_n_ing“hostages,” said local Philip-
pine ‘Army spokesperson Maj. Felimon Tan,
" Tn‘Manila, the Philippine National Police

hief ‘Supt, Emmanuel Aranas,; PNP

Laboratory director, said this was.
based on a comparison of the vierim's DNA

with the samiples from the recovered head.. '_',

e i et

* DNAbank although Aranas said the 1o adatabase. He

f

Vietim Robert Hall

“and the

 DNA profiles and

The:Canadian_governmerit through"its
a j:iél‘Eoréﬁsic;LabbfatOfif_’-Sé_rj&%Ecéé gave
ENPHallsDNAprofle
- “We have confirmed the id nrification of
‘the ‘decapitated head— it was the kidnap

 The DNA experts

adding that the head had been turned over
to Canadian authorities. *

himseif and the two

. near the Jolo Cathedral later that day.
.. Norwegian national Kjartan Sekkingstad

~ and Filipino woman Maritess Flor are still -
 felievéd to be alive and held by the Abu

Sayyaf.

compie e

_ Sord the PNP was  danao as well as fingerprint aad
“PNP_ had the ‘capacity [t0. extract . planning to establish DNA testing. - DNAbanKS. . oo =

facxhtiesm the Visayas and Min-

¥l
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Peace pact with Reds seen in 12 months

By John Paolo Bencito

DAVAD CIIV--The incoming Dhaerte
administration will pursue simmltane
ous talks alone several tracks o guicklv
bring to an eird the 40 voar cunmnnist
insurgency with a final pepie agres
ment in wine b T2 menths o e foensal

talks resunwe i fuly

.Q}\e;ﬂ;ing hetote reporiers At thy

Roval Mandays Hotel  on Tuesday
moerning, incoming Tabor secretary
and the government’s chief nego-
tiator with the communists, Silvestre

Bello i1 alen rpised the possibility of

2 umilaieral ceasefive with the rebels
a8 sonn a6 peace falks resume nn the
third of Tuke a week hefore
Prodident -eleci R(\.drign Draterte de-

Mipndoy

- his first State of the Nation Ad-

dress on fulv 23

1o be able 1o fast frack the progess
we will continue with ¢ nese track that
j¢ simullanecus hwithi talks or the
three remaiing fssues . Clasey iCom.
11:'('!1('119&‘;5 Agreemont on Nowcial gind
Econontic Reformsl the POR {poiitical
and constitutional reformst and vadd of
hostilities and disposition of forees”
Bello aaid. Nert poge
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Peace“._'“',;};jj;ﬁa
omtt e

- In mformal talks, both sides agreed 10 a release of pohtzcal
prisonérs, an mterim ceasefire and a plan to accelerate peace
negotiations. - “ “Political prisonéts can

" “Bello said he and the incoming pres1denhal adviser on the are Supposeg 10'bé part dfbt;:eizsgg;gzgs fge ni:;els)e who
peace process, Jesus Dureza, ave targeting & final agreemnent leased on the bas;s of}asig [joint agreement on s:z and T =
within nine to 12 months to catch up with Duterte s promlse mumty guarantees] he addedi etY m‘”_.
tocurbmnnnahtymfhreeto six months. & i

"I achieve this, Bello said, they will i mcrease the number

. of govemment negotiators from four to seven, who wall hold

eoustalis with the National Demotatic Front panel

that the incoming : administration will ‘use the

' which nchades is-
sues of g geriuine land reform and national indisstriatization..

**Among ‘those’ bemg eyed for the government panel are
' fonner Pangasinan ccngressman Hernian Braganza, former"
“Comelec commissioner Rene ‘Sarmiento, ‘and ‘mdigenos’
- peoples’ representative Noel Pellongco from Cebu Women

“will also be represented imi the talks, Bello said. "

"The govermment and the communist rebels have been pu:—
‘suirig the talks sequentially—first finishing the substantive
agenda on hiumian rights and international humanitarian law.

“The position of the [government] panel is we honor all’
comxmtrnents that we sxgned Toshow good farrh we have to

 Diirtert ‘incoming Defense cIuef Délfin Lorenzana, said

stand by our agreements, Pellosaid.. ' heplans to replicate on 4 nationial scale th ,

. Belio added that “to'tackle these three remaining 1ssues, the cy efforts that he and Dlrterte applied d : mﬁtef;gsurgm“

panel Created three reciprocal working committees.”  * maYOr of Davao City. uring term as
‘Bells said tHaf the! governmentiis’ conmcienng dedarmg & T g ﬁrst TV mterwew, T _

' ceasefire with the communist rebels as soor as talks resume, theéir success in ‘purging D avaorfij’z;nﬁgsh;ﬁaged that

atmg the willingness of the communist NDF o discuss it " can be repeated across the' COunuy urgenE
 “This is the first time that the NDF agreed tojust d1scuss- “It’s a holistic approach: talk; o with and o the

mg it. Before, if we discussed a ceaseﬁre, it was the NDF [that bara.ngays and the peoplé to coo
rejected if],” Bellosaid. -~ .0 - report to us the acuglﬁfs of thei mieuiagt:natﬁc}rvﬁﬁ gmtha?f ?d
The governtnent of the laie former Preadent Corazon -operation between the military, police and the local go yco-
Aqumo and the communist rebels hiad previously agreed to ment,” Lorenzana told ABS-CBN in Washin gton. govern-
a 60-day ceasefire, but it dlci not prosper after momton.ng ef- - In 1987, ashead of the 2nd Scout Ranger Battalion stationed
fortsfaild inthe 1980s. .. in Davao Gity, he supported newly elected Mayor Duterte ;
pening aoam, BEBO Sald the gow . Clearing the city of insurgents; Sparrow, mui&}r:nd cnmmma}
; egmnai joint momt{)nng oon-umttees £ syndicates; This - close_relationship -Has - ‘persisted th_rougl‘s ”
ter eﬁreia]ksare declared.” " “o the years.even when Lorenzana was 1o longer opera
SA ceaseﬁre with the CPP [Comimunist Party of the Ph:hp» Davao. w0 . . peréting in
pines} will be mationwide. Per region, there will be ceasefire Lorenzaria md ﬂ:at he only conﬁnned that he will
- monitormg c@mrmttees from both NDF and govemment, work for Duterte as the Defense secretary on Monday
Bello said
SfWe will also umte th;rd party negouators [to jol th
momtonng commiitee,]” Bello said i
' Bello-also raised the p@ss:b;.hty of the nnmedlate release of
up 1010 political prisoners to join 1 the negotiating table, and.
havmg the next round of negotiations sornewhere in Asia.
“But so far as the {govenunent] panel is conce:med, mzybe :
I‘I canbedone in the Ph&ppmes, he'said. :
~Exiled CPP founder Jose Maria Sison, meanwhlle, mxght_
remain in"The Netherlands while the talks aré ongoing be-
“cause the US has retained its terrorist fag on his orgamzauom _
“Ifjoma Sison], rea]lym aterronst,why _ jor i
peace negotiation, Its high time that US rethink its posxtmn'_.'
“against Joma [Sison]. Where have you secna terrorist j )ommg :
peacetalks?” he said. B

. . ey o e &
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Gov't, Reds
eye cease-fire,
first in 30 years

GOVERNMENT and the com-
‘munist group are planming 1o each
declare cease-fires after formal
peace talics resume next month in
Norway, government and rebels
negotators said vesterday.

The cease-fire will be the first
in 30 yeats.

“A frer we resume talks formally,
we declare z unilateral cease-fire,”
Silvestre Bello, the incoming labor
secretary and 2 peace negotiaior,
told reporters in Davao City, days
after returning from informal talks
with esiled rebel leaders in Oslo.

Bello said he expacted the truce
to be in place before President-
elect Rodrigo Duterte attends a
joint session of Congress for his
first State of the Naton address
on July 25.

The Philippines has been talking
on and off since 1986 with the
National Democratic Front, the
political arm of the Communist
Party of the Philippines, to end
nearly 50 years of conflict thathas

. killed more than 40,000 people.

The process was stalied four
years ago, when Manila declined
£0 free political prisoners.

Both sides agreed to resume
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GOV'T
talks in Norway after the incoming Duterte
government offered to free about 20 jailed
rebel negotiators and some ailing political
prisoners. Hopes are high that Duterte’s
cordial relations with the rebels could bolster
any peace Geal.

Incoming peace adviser fesus Drureza said a
negotiated bilateral cease-fire would be possible
after the formal ralks resume, but “let’s see if 2
unilateral cease-fire is possible.”

(e will tackle interdm cease-fire and Hme-
lines when we start formal talks, third week of
Jaly as we agreed in the Oslo joint statement,”
he also said, :

“T¢ is possible we will have a separate but
coordinated and simultaneous cease-fHre with
the government,” Luis jalandon, 2 rebel nego-
sator, told Reuters by telephone from his base
in Urrechs, Netherlands.

“\We will still discuss the mode and tmeframe
of the truce, but we can easily agree to 2 sirnul-
taneous cease-fire.”

Dureza, Bello, and incoming peace panel
member Hernani Braganza flew t© Oslo last

week for an inforrnal meeting with COmMuUNIst
officials led by CPP founding chairman angd.
NDF consuttant Jose Maria Sisos, NDF panel
chairman Luis Jalandoni, and membet Fided:
Ageacill,

The two sides agreed to resume negotiations
on the third week of July and discuss, among,
others, the affirmation of signed agreements,
the reconstizution of the Joint Agreement
on Safety and Immunity Guarantees JASG)
list, the amnesty proclamation of the release
of detained political detainees and mode of
interim cease-fire.

Government and the NDF agrecd to a cease-
fire in 1986 but it ended two rmonths later when
police opened fire at protesting farmers near the
presidental palace, killing 13 people.

Bello said 2 third party, 2 foreign country,
may be asked to monitor the cease-fire imple-
mentaton.

He said the government expected peace talls:
«o run for nine to 12 months and reach agree-
ment on key economic, social, politeal and
electoral reforms, inctuding land reform ang,
nationalization of some industries. = Reuters
and Jocelyn Montermayor
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the

tary premiere hospital is
gearing up for modern-
jzation ‘brought about

by refornis jmplemented -
N areinee h

Jover ayear e

: ; P -
ik ostaone of the Ten

“QOnitstanding Philippine;

- Qeidiers in 2004 given’hy

“The Metrebank Founda-
tion, was' recently:con: SEE

“firmed by the Cominigsio
“onAppointments {CA) 1o
.thg'l rank of onéstar gen

through: the years i§
saddled “with problems

due mainly to eulture
of -corruption;. indiffer-:

 épee of personnel invelved

in direct patient care;:
inadequate or improper’

execution of procurement
procedures, weak fiscal
-eontrol, exorbitant, prices

of d:é:js “and pedicines;”

T riedisal stpphies and food-

the procurement DProtess,
inefficient programiming

iThe organization .
rized civitians seek
“ayail of medical treat-

" major  unit of the o
o After-he’assumed in
9015, Acosta said
he -started to itnplement
" five months of CY 2016,

“April

June 2016

of operational. activities,

inadequate number of per- .
somnel performing logis- .
tics/procureinent activities”

and delay of procurément
of drugs and medicines

and iedical supplies due -
o lack of Ha-own Hospital -
~.:Bids and Awards Commit-
¢ (HBAC) Acosta ‘said. -
These: probleiis con-:
qriently hinder the op:-
“erational effectiveriass.
-of the .organization’ th]?'t
cthe;

‘ultimately. ‘affected

and

mert; is-one controversial
AFP -

programs o reform the

. mnanagement and procure-

. ment system of the hospi-

“alimost importantly:to:

{ ireed out corription: This

- gtuffs; 3imited ‘pumiber sof )
sappliers participating in-.

resuited o enhancement.
of ']ugsti_c's' ‘gperations;
providi

medical services. to pa-

. fransactions. .

nd-enlisted ‘personnel -
(BP) 4rid their immediate’
dependents: plas cawtho- -

Acosta said.
d-ithe signifi- |

- He sai nifi-
cant -amount” of savings

ng inore ‘efficient.

_ edical Center gears up for | ode
BRIGADIER General:
Joseph Acosta, chief of"
g:)rmed Forces of the
Philippines (A¥F) Medi--
cal Center (AFPMC),-
said vesterday the'_milﬁi--

tibints, involving stake-’

holders. in the planning
and budgeting process in
-order to promote transpar-
eney in all procurement

. “We've heen f'r&izig

“hard o effect reforms

by enhancing. our logis:
tics mahagement system:

AFPMC was able-to fm-.
“prove-the pricef of goods’
en-

and services which
abled the Center to gener-

amount of obligations and

wasgivena sopplemental ™
“From an"annial .
of P168 wmillion from 2012~ -

‘bdget of P300 moillion by

the Department of Budget
“and “Managemiernt o pay
“the sippliers: In CY 2014,
“the Center hes unjpaid:
‘aceounts amounting 0 -
P65 -million, P41 millioit
-of which is still ‘uhpaid as:

of this time: For the first

the residuals for the same
sceonnts also derived from

‘public bidding was a stag- .
ering P120.4 milhion,”

tells that thf_z bﬂéget of

-savings

‘ate a P235 million savings . 0
i1 CY-2015 a8 seornpared: seid; the Paily Medicines
15 CY 2018 ‘wherem the

CUAFPMC incurred thuge

L WLGH building for

- P50 million for
-project - (Phase 2) in CY
12017, :
- retrofitting: activity will
camount 1o P70 million
which will be programmed

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC A’FFA!RS»- Email add: oa'cpa.a?ﬁiyi

AFPN I is more than
enough to suppert the
o¥erational requiremeénts
o

the Center, the bulk.

of which is iniénded for
patient care.

“And this is the first
Himne in ‘the history -of
AFPMC sthat the orga-
pizatior-penerated ‘huge

TConsequently, ?Aci_)sta

Requirements (DMR) of
patients that are ot avail-
“ablefromn ‘the pharmacy -
was lowered gigtiificantly.

“BVEeTrage

2014, the total DMR for
CY..2015 was reduced to
Pgo.4 million while as of
May 2016, total DMR is
onty P15 milliof:

- 1f the trend .continues,
Acostd said the DMR for

the year 18 projected to

be around P30 million
only or even less. Addi-
“tionally, the efficiency in

procedures that are not
available in AFPMC and

* yeferred to-other medi-
cal and diagnostic fa-.

cilities are now being

- programmed efficiently.

Acosta said that from
an average of P12 mil-
‘Yion .annual ‘program for

.ireferrals; AFPMC -has
- progtammed P35 miltion
G- CY 20167 and the ‘pro=-

‘jected program in 2017 is
P50 million. .
“This was also -due to

_the .didlogues ‘conducted

to0 the different -directors

~of referral hospitals which
- resulted- to the Jower~

ing of pirofessional fees
4that they. are .charging

"AFPMC patients, :More-

over, s another example,
we -were able -io allocate

P30 million (Phase 1) for

+the retrofitting of the %lg
2016 and 18 séi to program
e same

The. Phase 8 of the

for Y 2018 for a total of

P150 million for the whole.

-project from the savings

and doesn’t have -
-aceonntsipayable o sup--
‘pliers and seivice provid-
Cers” he gedd.

the procurement: system:
“ glao-impréved ithe’ provi-

gion «of referral -gervices,
Diagnostic and surgical,

/
Page. <

ritization

_generated,” Acosta said.

" As a management tool
to evalusate the perfor-
mance of personnel with
-regards 30 hapdling pa-
tients, Acosta said they
started the conduct of Pa-
Aient’s Satisfaction Rating
Survey. The survey form is

jven to patients as soon
as they are admitted and/
or as they are discharged.
The areas assessed are:
&) the doctors b) nurses
¢) medicines d) food &)
-cleanliness of toflets. This
feedhack -mechanism en=
ahled the leadership as-
sese the areas where the
“performance of personnel
. needs to bs improved and
salioeate resources if neces-

sary. ) .
“Prom g Tailing grade,
AFPMC improved to as
high as 91% patient sai-
jsfaction rating. This PSR
Survey also helped the
leadership to acknowledge
personnel whe excelled in
the performance of their
duties.” he said. )
Moreover, in line with
.the.AFPs. Modernization
Program - and the AFPs
‘thrust to-develop the capa-
bilities of all units;-Acosta
sdid AFPMC has desighat-
ed a Project Management
Team (PMT) te concep-
tuglize a Camp Master
Development Plan., -
“The main tasks and
functions of the PMT
involve the study and
subsequent crafling of a
comprehensive Master

This is in order toimprove
_the services of AFPMC
through the lustering of
facilities in line with the
-general development and
zoning program in the
area or locality where the,
~Medical Center i located.
At this stage, the PMT
has crafted a Terms of
‘Reference (TOR}, which is
the first stage of Master
Development Planning,”
he said.
“Thege reform initia-
tives are indications that
~AFPMC is undergoing ma-
jor transformation from
an -organization mired
with controversies, graft
.and corruptien and inef-
ficiencies to an institution
that is pro-patient and
dedicsted in providing
the best medical care,” he
added.
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“Marine Et “Ferdmand Marcelino and his

Chiriese companior i drug’and gun charges
 stemmiing from theirarrestin a house i Manila .
‘where P256 million worthof methamphetamine -

hydrochloride or shabu was seized. .

"% In'a 15-page resolution released ycs’t_e'fday,

the DOJ cited insufficiency of evidence in
dismissing the charges 'of conspiracy in.the.
rhariufacture and possession of illegal drugs..
under Republic Act 9165 (Comprehensive .

.Dangerous. Drugs Act of 2002) filed by the
Philippine National Police Anti-lllegal Drugs
Crou (PNP.AIDG) and PDEA (Phi
Driig Enforcement Agency) against Marcelino

.and Yan YiShuo. oo

“Bvidence must be presénte& to show that

.'Ma':rcelirio and Yan had prior knowledge of
_what was tobé fourd inside and what the two

“decided $6 do with the contents of the house. -
be prior’

“affer opening thie house. There should

tration,

and to whatever is found theremn ” read th
~resolution by Senior Deputy State Prosecutor
- Theodore Villanueva,:

- naryinvestigation on the case. - =0

The Departmentof Justice (DOD has diéared © -
s mnernts

‘able doubt.” .+
o Villanuevaalso
“fion of PNP and PDEA that Marcelino and Yan

lippine . PDEA and P
. alias-"Tanda,”.
seertain Cha..

- Act against
: - Prosecutor
both DO]J resolutions.

.1'.‘
WEO conducted prelimi-

~ ' He said that the complainants’ nié’fe state:

ﬁyEDU:P{_}NAY

that Marcelino was sitting ona

that requires the proof of guilt beyond reason-

pointed out that the assump-

were very familiar with the house “could be 2

" speculation.” Yan was allegedly an informant of

e PDEA, where Marcelino once headed a umit.
_He said the two were not seen at the prem-

Atong Lee alias "Atong” -and a
He added that his duff as a prosecutor is to
weigh the evidence presented by both parties
before deciding on whether to file or dismiss
acase; . '

. A separate Tesolution by Assistant State
- Prosecutor _
s - dismissed the separaie charges for violationsof
' {lie Omnibus Election Code and the Compre-

Michael John Humarang has also

hensive Firearms and Ammunition Regulations
Marcebno. -0 - S
General Claro Areliano approved

! couchon-
‘thie first floor while the drugs were found on
‘the Second floor:“cannot 'sustain-a conviction

<es diming the sutveillarice operations of the
PDEA and PNE, which targéted a certain Lo Chi
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. :Records showed that Marceling and Yan
 stated that they only entered the house two min-
ites before the anti-narcotics operatives arrived.

. During his inquest, Marcelino claimed he
was working on a mission order for the Intel-
ligerice Sefvice of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines. whose officials said the mission.

order lapsed in 2014 and Marcelino returned
tothe Navy. o T
Malacafiang also denied Marcelino’s claim
AN

thathe was detailed with the President
QOrganized Critne Comnussion. = "
"~ The Army's Intelligence Service Group has:
issued a certification signed by Col: Mario Gu-
loy that Marcelinohad been sharing intelligence |
. information V‘.’lﬂ_’. the unit from November {0 . mpakine 1t Col. Ferdinand Marcelino raises his3
- December 2015 on the alleged involvement of - hands after being released on bail from the Phil--
Army personnel in the illegal drug trade. . - ippine National Police Custodial Center at Camp
During the preliminary investigation hear- ‘Crame in this June 3 file photo. . wcraeLvaRCsS

 ing, the two explained that their presence  the . engugh evidenice to deny his request for bail,

:""1339'8&1*.@{?18--'{?”91 Manila where b4ldlosof. o mig inere presenice at the house does not

 suspected shabu were seized last January was. by iteelf makes petitioner Marcelino liable as= - =
par of a covertintelligence operation- * such ds merely circumstantial (and) yet to be-

" Even before Marcelino was cleared by the  eomnected to the crime,” the-court held.
. DOJ, he was released from detention earlierthis © . PDEA public information officer-in-charge
. month after the Quézon City regional trial court. Glenn Malapad said itis studying what moves
z (RTC}'grant_Ed_.bx_s petition for bail.- - - 10 to take following the DOJtuling. =~ ...
.- RTCJudge Lyn Ebora Cacha‘ satdtherewasnot ' ot e ~ With Romina Cabrera
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69th anirgversary celebration of
the Philippinie Air Force (PAF)

Rt

ad Air Force anniversary rites

 Duterte to lea

: Pres1dent~eiect Rodrigo - the number 69 would be the 'his inavguration. He willalso .~ The PAF has four C-130
Ditterte is expected to lead the - highlight of the celebration. - install Gouthern Luzon chief cargo planes and three brand-

ield in Pampang:

‘been invited o grace the  of the Philippines: ;-
ﬁ':rent;’(.:'MﬁSi?b_S&idi . i
3 PAF anniversary rites

AF spokesman,
of the PAF's ai assets to form
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.- #A%s our commander-in- Lt Cen. Ricardo Visaya as the new G295 medium lift aircraft.
- chief; president Duterte has new chief of the Armed Forces It acquired new attack helicop-
' s e o ters and refurbished HU-1Hs
CTtwill be the first time that" utility as well as combat heli-
he PATL ‘the president would be seeing copters: Tt 15 also waiting for
111 be the second military - the Armed Forces through the . the delivery of 10 FA 50s from
vent Duterte will attend affer  Asr Force,”-Musico'said. - .- ‘South Korea. —Jaime Laude
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DUTERTE GUEST AT PAF'S 69TH ANNIVERSARY

THE Philippine Air Force will be

showing its pilots’ flight proficien-

-y before President-elect Rodrigo
_ Duterte when he makes his first

- appearance in a miitary function

. a8 -Commander-in-Chief of the

' (AFP) on July 5, a military official
disclosed on Tuesday. .~

- Engaged Transforming Force for .
* gredter peace and secarity.” 2

Armed Forces of the Philippines

~Col. Robert Araus Musico, Afr -
Force spokesman, said Duterte
will be given the usual parade and
review as hegraces the Air Force's

celebration of its 69th anniver-
sary at the Haribon Hangar inside
Clark Air Base in Pampanga.

This year's anniversary theme is:
"PAF @ 69: Breaking barriers, real-
izing aspirations towards a jointly

- 4 ill be thie first time the Presi-

dent would be seeing the Armed

Forces underneath the microscope
of the Air Force, in short the Alr
Force would be the microcosm
of AFP if he will look at it since

this will be the first time that he -
il attend a military finction as -

President, " Musicosaid. .

 Daring the event, the Air Force
‘will recognize the Air Force units”
and individuals who made sig--
‘nificant accomplishments in the

PASLYEAL . oo

Prior fo the actual anniversary
program, an air show will be per-
farmed by the Air Force Aerobatic
Demonstration Team from Air Ed-
ucation and Training Command,
featuring a high-speed opener pass
of two FA-50PH, a figure "69” for-
mation of eleven T-41 and eleven

SF-260FH M, 2 flyby of 69 vatious
PAF airctaft coriducted simitltane:
ously with pass anid review, a drep -

from two C-130 aircraft of 69 PAF
parachutists for the mass jumnp
exhibition and final pass of two

. §-711 aircraft.

" Musico said besides the tradi-

tional fiy-by, the Air Force would
'be showing to Duterte its new
aircraft acquisiion. .

" The “show," according to Musico

is not necessarily a capability demn-

“gnstration but a flight proficiency
. performance of Alr Force pilots,

particutarly on formation flights.
The actual date of the anniver-
sary is on July 1, but Air Force of-
ficials have decided to give Duterte
arnple time to adjust his schedule

" after his inauguration on June 30.

Musico said Duterte, through
his executive assistant Christopher
Go; confirmed thathe will be-at-
tending the Air Force ariniversaty.

* FERNAN MARASIGAN
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.. PAF expects Duterte
=10 attend foundation rites

BY VICTOR REYES
e Duterte will be sworn into

the event,

office on June 30.

If Duterte artends the Air
Force anniversary, it will be the
second major military event he
would have attended by that
time. On July 1, Duterte will
preside over the assumption of
Lt Gen. Ricardo Visayz, chief
of the AFP Southern Luzon
command, 2s Armed Forces
chief, in Camp Aguinaldo.

Daterte zlso stands to wit-

THE Air Force is exgectmg
-~ President-elect Duterte to at-

! tend the celebration of its 69th

" foundation anniversary on July
&, which will feature two FA-
50 fighter jets which Duterte
belittled during the campaign
period.

Air Force spokesman Col.
Robert Araus Musico said they
have iavited Duterte to attend
the event which will be held at

the Clark Air Base in Pampanga, negss the FA-50 fighter jets
home to the Air Force s 1st Alr  providing a high-speed opener
wDivision:® ‘pass. Delivered last year, the

Musico said the Air Force two aircraft are part of the
“aaniversary is actually on July 12 FA-50s being zcquired from
1 but the Air Force moved the  the Korea Aerospace Indusiries

celebrationto July 5 “to give him  for P18.9 billion under the AFP
(Duterte) a Livtle time” to attend  modernization program.
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Truce with NPA |

REAT news. Presrdem elect Duterte s chief negonator
' Sﬂvestre Bello 3rd said. eSterday in Davao City the
- new - administration was going 10 dedlare a ceaseﬁre
ir the war wrth the New People’s Army. This would follow"
‘the resumption of peace neggtiations between the Phrhppme
'government and the Communist Party of the Phlhppmes-N a-
tional Democratic Front-(CPP-NDF). He said the resumption
“of the talks and the ceasefire would likely happen before the
Tniew president dehvers his first State of the Nation Address on
}uiv 25000 3
" The government wﬂl declare the ceaseﬂre first, then the '
' Commun;st side will declare their ceaseﬁre Then the peace
' negetzaters gettowork.

* Sent to Oslo last week by Premdent-elect Duterte, Mr. Bello,
.W'!ﬂl incoming. preszdemlal peace “adviser Jesus Diireza’ and
former Agrartan Reform Secretary Hernatni Braganza, met

with the CPP-NDF leaders to'have prehmrnary and prepara—
tory peacetalks. - .

* They said the Oslo meetmgs wele posmve They govern-

"ment side succeeded in convincing the Communists 1o
résume peace negotiations from which they walked out
. During the talks, Bello said they agreed to finalize the.

by President-elect Duterte cIurrng the campargn for the May 9
election to end crime within three to six months of assuming
the presrdency We in The Times think:Mr. Duterte had street
crime in his mind when he made that ] prormse and not t.he

”cnme of the NI’A’S rebelhon e e

: ‘thm the ﬁzst year. of the Duterte admmrstratmn :Th"s

Some hlstory of the talks

in December 1986, the Cory Aqumo admmtstrauon and the
CPP-NPA ‘agreed o a ceasefire and engaged in peace nego-
tiations. But by Januaty 1987, according to the government
military’s version of what happened, the members of the
CPP-NPA—wishing to trigget police and military brutairty

that would. ]ustrfy the: Commiunist- decision to jettison the .
. peace negotrattons-— “infilirated ‘a: group of peasants demon— _
; strattng 0utsrde Malacanang for genmne agrarian. reform and

: emment forces ehot at the pmtesters, krlhng thirteer. Thrs

smttled the peace talks as, Preszdent Aqmno declared total

“tions between the Frhprno Cornmumsts and the government -

resulted in the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity
‘Guarantees (JASIG). The JASIG paved the way for future peace
talks by guaranteeing free and safe movement—without fear
of search, survetllance, or arrest—throughout the country for
t‘.hose involved in’ negonatlons whether Philippine govern-
ment officxals CPP-N PA members, or other NDF members.
The two sides reached another important agreement in 1998,

':the Cornprehenswe'Agreement to'Respect Human Rrgh‘{s and'
International Humanitarian Law {CARHRIHL), which was an

attemipt to protect civilians from the violence of goveTTiment

- and CPP-NPA shooting encounters. However, talks broke

down soon after CARHRIHL, and arrned-confiict resumed in
the presidency of Joseph Estrada.

Under President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who replaced
Estrada in 2001; peace talks resumed. But these negotia-
tions got halted after the Inited States government listed the
Tl izdtion in 2007, Thereafter the

“Phthppme armed forces inicreased their anti-NPA operations '

and by 2010 was clarrnmg to have drastically diminished the
Communist army's ranks,--

When B. §. Aguino became president in 2010 f_he govern-
ment. agam attempted to hold talks with the CPP-NPA-NDE

‘But 'again these talks faltered and the ceaseﬁze went up in .

gunfire smoke :

.We hope the frzendsmp between President-elect Duterte
and Communist leader Jose Maria Sison, who is formally
known as senior consultant, will lead to the end of the CPP- .
NPA rebellion once and. for all,
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Maiaiysian% fund Abu Sayyaf

-BY RIGOBERTO D. T!GLAO
' COLUMN!ST

b} paymg 12 ml]lzon Maiavsmn rzngglt
({’138 million} to the terrorist group for :
“the release on June 8.of foii 'of its citizens
jkidnapped off Sabah on Aprll 1 and h]d» :
“den'in Solu
- Thisisn't rimor Malaysxan Deputy Prime
Mmlster (and Home Minister) Datuk Seri
- Ahmad Zahid Hamidi confirmed such pay-
ment in Malaysian newspapers. So did the
uncle of ‘one'of the kidnap victims, Datuk
Lau Cheng Kiong, whe even gave details —
whlch I ﬁnd 1ncred1ble — on how the huge _

. . ‘ . S0 rmamailoom - Telne, (G2 645.C555 Looall B285, 5205
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Maiaysaans fund Abu Sayyaf

ransom money was paid. (I suspect

. the money was raised by the Ma-
laysian government itself, and not
by contributions made through the
internet as Lau daimied. ) -

The Malaysmn government

'Though thiniks Filipinios are fools. }ts
deputvpnmemzmster dairned: "Tcan

cortfirm that the RM12 million that
was han ded overto the Speczal Branch

“was given as a form of contribution to
certain organizations in the Philip-

pines. It was channeled not as ran-
som, but to a body in the Philippines,
which assists in an Islamic struggle.
The body has no links to terrorists
or ciminals.” (The Special Branch
is Malaysia’s intelligence service, the

. equivalent of éleAmmca.ns CiA and_
T8I, but combined.) - i
:..The Abu Sayaff recently beheaded -

two Canadians after the hostages’
government and families faited to pay
the ransom demanded by the militant
groud. The temorists, however, freed
the four Malaysians, with the Mataysian
government conﬁrming that RM 12
mﬁ}zonwas “sentover” fortheirrelease.

: Yet; the deputy pnme mlmsierj._:'
o 'dalms it wasn't ransorn, and that it "

- 'was given not éven tc the kxdnappers
but t¢ “a hody in the Phi]ippines,--
" which assists in an Jslamic struggle "

. Does he thmk we, Flilpmos, are :

$0 stupld? w

' The ransom payment has tﬁggéréd
a political frrestorm in Malaysia be-

issued by government offidals. Home

nappers. Indeed, the Home Minister,
less than a month ago, claimed: “Tfwe

.. ‘'were to pay (ransom), the fear is that
" itcould beseenasus corzdamng such

RIGOBERTO
" TIGLAO

acts of violence. We can see a trend

. _from this Jatest abduction whereby
-out of the 10 people onboard, the

Myanrnar nationals and Indonesians
were released. “Only the Malaysians

. were taken " he saicl

" cause of the contradictory statements -

Minister Hamidi disclosed that the -

funds were tumed over to the Spedal
Branch, which presumably tumed
them over to the Abu Sayyaf. Lau, who
tepresented the famiiies of the four
‘hostages, even narrated that two Spe-

cial Branch officers, with an approval
letter from ‘Bank Negara, withdrew.

‘the surn and carried themn in'12.metal -

“eases to the police station.

" . However, Malaysia's Police In- -

spector-General Tan St Khalid Abu
Bakar denied that the Special Branch
handled any money, and that zansom
was paid. He made the preposterous
- claim that the Abu Sayyaf was pres-

‘of the Malaysian government's move

and Mindanao.
~Malaysian quarters have also raised
“féats that the ransom payment would
“make thern the favorite targets of kid-

sured 10 release its hostaga because::"

" 1o ban barter trade between Malaysia -

"Ransom money shared

The controversy hias made our country
look like a place where terrorist kid-
nappers can operate freely to get huge

‘ransoms, helped by local officials and

even officers of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines who collaborate with

the Abu Sayyaf so they can get a share
; of the Tansom Mmoney.

As was the scoop of The Mamla
Times the other day, the Abu Sayaff
was reported to have received only
P100 million of the ransom, with the
rest going to the poackets of Mataysian
and Philippine government officials.
“They claimed it was a legitimate

'-'_'semce fee, o sourca i the mzhtary,-. -
grinning, told me. - :

. Thisn'tso shockmg Ieally based
on past reports. The mayor of Tolo,

- Suhy, Hussin Amin, recently alleged

that some military officers in Sulu are

. incahoots with the Abu Sayyaf group
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and have been gatting' a share of the

ransom paid to the terrorist group

from past kidnapping cases. He cited

one case, which a congressional com-

niittee had investigated; in which the

‘Army colenel helpmg the lqdnappers :

© was identified. .

" Indeed, when1 was in govemment O
in the early 2000s dunng the Dos
‘Palmas lﬂdnappmg of more than'a.
‘dozen tourists,. military 1nte1hgence _
had a‘.plmned that one difficulty in - -

- .able to elude government forces no -

of the ransom, when it is paid. This is
thereason why the Abu Sayyaf has been

* " matter how many troops are miobilized

against them.
Ransom payments serve to
strengthen the' Abu Sayyaf and make

* theirkidnappings easier to undertake.

going after kidnappers in Basilan and
“Sulw was that kidnapping was treated

a5 sorne kind of a cottage industry in
those areas. .

The hostages would be tumed over

by the kidnappers to the local clans,

"who would move them from one

family to another t¢ hide them. The

anned gang that actmally undertook

+the kidnapping would simply. store....

“away theif arrns ‘and blend into'the

divilian population, untt it was tasked -

1o coliect the ransom and release
the hastages. Thete were even cases
‘when one dan would “buv” the hos-
tages fromn the ofiginal lKidnappers and
would undertake negotiatons for the
-paymem of the ransom.

Th c‘ian_sofmhavereiaﬂvesmﬂ]e_' '

to search a community for the hostages.
The dans, of course, would get apomon

1the Armny, who would tip-
them off ofany plans bythe authorities

- 'What other armed groups 'couId'_
" get as much as P00 million in one
2 'operanon? With fiinds avaﬁable, the

Abu Sayyaf finds it easier 1o Tecruit
add1t1ona§ ﬁghters and to bribe a

‘community - in advance - 1o h]de o
“their hostages :
Even as the ransom’ payment has
- bemme an issue in Maiaysxa, our

- government hasn't even protested the -
* the country, violating our anti-ransom

Malaysians' paymient of the ransom
undertaken through its intelligence
service, operating in our territory.
Why shouldn't we protest, when the
Abu Sayaff now has over P100 million
to fund their acquisition of more pow-
erful weapons, to recruit more tetror-
ists and bribe local officials to provide. .
sancmary for their funire hostages? -
(Now busy packing, or perhaps .
shredding dociments that could

. be used in graft cases against him,
- President Aquino is clueless over the

controversy, and hasn't done anything
to protest against payment of the
ransom, of even just the public con-

Coloma - the official one, Edwin
Lacierda, appears to have vanished a

few months ago - told Manila Times
reporters that they had no knowledge
of the ransom payment, and appeared
nonchalant aboutit

Coloma’s ignorance of the ransom
payment by the Malaysians, which has
made ournation look like 2 powertess
wimp in the region, is disgraceful.
Because of the incompetence of this
Yellow Regime, we have become the
orily counuy in Asta wheré a known
terTotist group Kidnaps foreigners and
gets huge ransom money.

- Thit is 50 refiective of the stupid,

* incompetent government that we

have. Shouldn't it undertake an
intensive investigation into how the
Maldysians could operate so freely in

poiidies and consequently boosting

* thestrength of the terrorist Abu Sayyaf

with more funds?

" Shouldn't the govemment find out

whichlocal chanmels were used by the
Malaysians to make the ransom pay-
.ment? Malaysia is mocking our sov-

-.ere1gnty by operating in-our terfitory -

to-pay ransom 1o terrarists plaguing
our land, and Aquino doesn't seem
to mind it. Or has this government

" become close buddies with the Ma-

laysians, who had promised Aquino
they would handle the MILF to agree

1o & peace pact?
firmation made by the Malaysian dep- .
Uty prime minister of such -payment. -
‘His de facto spokesman, Herminio~

- What kind of a country have we be-
ome That even our ne:ghbozs trample -

*'on our sovereigrity?

tiglao.manifaﬁmes@gmaﬁ.com
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™M refemng te offlcers and genﬂe-
" men-members of Philippine Mili-
. fary’Academy ‘Maharlika’ Class of
~1984 who ‘weré associated with
former DILG chief Mar Roxas, the

- 1iberal Party standard bearer who ~

suffered a’ terrible bealing from

Davao City Mayor Rody Duterte in’

““thelast May 9 premdenﬂal eleehons.

8 Sl—lf-* SN

'My .sourées said that 1 many merflu

' bers Gf PMA Class1984 who aré hold-
~ing kéy posifions in ‘the, Philippirie”
. Natonal -Police are expected ‘to-be .
" replaced on Day ] of the Duterte pres- -
are known tohave -
_ "Roxas during the"
" past élection as'evidenced by their’

“confroversial meeting m Novotel

. 1denc:y smc:e’ch
fully sided wi

_ weeks beforethe polls.. -

LR

- Many Thave been telimg me-that
the blameshould go tovutgoing Pres-

ident-Aguino who-openly cam- -

. paigned for Roxas all over the coun-

try.. A PNP Regional Director hasno -
recourse but to provide all support to

the Liberal Party and Roxas once the

President starts campaigning in his -
s temtor} girice failire' to'dosowotld
* - méan hig relief;” a seriorPINP ofﬁ(:lal'

. told me'over a cup-of coffee :
N o E

Some members of the Class told
‘me however that it is not correct fo

say that afi of them supporied Roxas.

::#1Vs a fact that although some of our

“dlassmates -and their wives openly
campaigned for Mar, others didn't.

: Sec Roxas,” my friend saxd

If's the reason Why %hey failéd to get :
“key positions in the PNP for the past .
few years when the PNP was under

¥R F N

The' official who 15. known for his
links with the Duterte camp iderdi-

fied some PMA Class 1984 members
S PMA Class 1983, now retired Senior

in the PNF 'who are expected to get

. positions they deserved under the .

incoming administration. One of

- them,"T was told, is my basketball
- teammate,; Chief Superintendent
Nestor Quinsay who is reportedly . .
‘settg become the new PNP;
“for Intelligence."Quinsay; a’close
«+~friend of Duterte is currently the Po--
-Hce-Comimunity Relations Group di-
rector. . -

L]

g "Ofthers could be Director Nap Taas -
of the Directorate for Information .

Commimications and Technology
Management; Chief Supt. Federico

irector:

Page. ﬁ&

Dulay ]r the Deputy Regional Direc-
tor for Adminisiration of the Police
Regional Office 11 in Southemn Mind-

" anao; Chief Supt. Noel Constanting,

the director of the Supervisory Office

for Security and Investigation Agen-

cies; Chief Supt. Gilbert Sosa, the Ex:

- ecutive Officer of the DICTM; and
~Chief Supt. Jose ‘Gentiles; a former
po]ace attachein Washington DC who
“became the PRO10 director in North-
“etm Mmdanao for only 29 clays

* oo

- ansay would retire bn- Febm-

- ary 25 next year while Taas will retire
“on June 20, 2018. Dulay will retire on
. Tune 24, 2018 while Constantino will
be bc)ng out from the service on
" “December 8,2018. Gentiles will retire

ori _September 18, 2018 while Sosa
will retire on August 10, 2018. Incom-
ing PNF chief Ronald de la Rosa had
tofd me, that Sosa'and @ member of

Supt. Jeff Manere were the ones who
gave hirm the name 'Bato” when they
first saw him reporting for duty in
Camp CatitipaninDavao City in1986.

oAt present; embers-of the Class®
~who are occupying key FPNP posi-

tiong as well as their retirement date
are the following; Director Gene Cer-

.. bo of the Directorate for Intelligence

(February 12, 2018); Director Jonjon
Miano of the Directorate for Opera-
tions {January 38, 2019); Director

" Danny Pelisco of the Directorate for

TOPAGE S
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Comptroliership (Octcber 22, 2017);
E"E T :

_ Director Gani Nerez of the Direc-
torate for Integrated Police Opera-
tions-Eastern Mindanao {October 2

-this year); Chief Supt. Artie Sindac of
" the Logistics Support Gérvice {Octo-"

ber 25, 2017) ; Director foel Pagdilad

of the National Capifal Region Police -
. -Office(September 8, 2018); Chief Stipt. -

Ranier idio of the Police. Regional
16, 2018)

~ Crief ':Su;.)t':-Bé “e__.ljiéz -;{)_f the

. PROG in Western Yisayas (March 17, .
2017);Chief Supt. Ful Abellera of the .

Cordillera Police Regional Office (uly
20, 2017); Dizvector Foro Lazo of the
PNP Special Action Force (Novem-
ber 27, 2017); Chief Supt. Ronald Es-
filles of the Autonomous Repion in

Mushmn' Miridanao Folice Regional .

Offics’ (October 28 this year); and
C}éefSuPt.NoelAmﬁﬂaofﬂlePROH

 this year). -

. told me hefore; the May 9 presiden-
‘Hial election was like a game where

_ _ e R T ameyelash o000
“Qfifice 2 m_Cagaya:r_i_Vé_lléy’ (October 00 e

in Centl_:a.‘{ Mindanao (November 20

LR

As a senior police general had

many placed their bets on a particu-

lar bet and ended up winning or '

josing. “It's a game where there
should always be a winner and a:

loser.5a labangito, kindi puivedeng

“pag tuinaya ka at natzlo, gasabilin

“mig'sa Kalaban mo ay tabla natang”: B
the general told me :wﬁhbu‘t pathing ...

kI

" Another police general fold e

that dluring their recent tafk with Gt
“going PNFP chief, General Ric Marqtl-

oz, they asked the PNP -chief to air’.
somie of their concems in his talkwith -
incoming PINP chief-De 14 Rosa-One
of their requests is for De la Rosa to

ook into the performance of his offi-

Gals and not to disregard sendority.
He particularly referred to members

“of PMA Class 1984 -

) . ®okk DT

+Relieving PMA Class 1954 mmem--

bers from their posts just because of

 their affiliation fo Mar Roxas would

e unfair because all of us also have

. ouratfiliation and silently supported
- different candidates. 1 believe that
the relief should be based on fhe per-

“formiance of the commander,” the

general told me.
. k3

o+ %

I 'vyas told that Abellers will be

~going on ‘optional retirement, OTe

thanayear béforehis retirement date
or July 20 pext.year. The youngest

“mnember of PMA Class 1984 15 Miano, -
" fhie PNP Director for Operations Who .

witl Tefire on January 30, 2012, mak- .
" inig him a year younger than de la

~Rosa.. . .
- N % % sk

7 Other officials said they also fol-

1ow atradition of seniority based:on
merit and competence. Thus, the per-
" formance of PMA Class 1984 mem-
bers should be assessed since not all

" of them ¢hould be discarded. “How-

_evér, it'sup to President Pruterte and

" Gen. De la Rosa if they would tap the

. alents of hese guys,” another gener-
al told me.
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ONLINE NEWS
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SHOW OF FORCE | US Aircraft Carrier Strike
Group Conducts Exercise in the WPS
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MANILA {DWDD) -~ The United States Navy has deployed two aircraft carrier strike group in the

West Philippine Sea for the conduct of various naval exercises.
The movement is a show of force and an assurance to allies in the Asia-Pacific region against

threats posed by Chinese encroachment and militarization in the region.

The US Pacific Command (USPACOM) has sent the USS John C. Stennis and USS Ronald
Reagan, considered as the biggest and most modern aircraft carrier of the United States, with

over 12,000 sailors, 140 aircrafts and six support vessels

Rear Admiral John D. Alexander, Commander of the Carrier Strike Group 5 said, the exercise is
an opportunity for them fo train their war-fighting techniques in a high-end scenario in order to

prevail in modern naval cperations.

The carrier strike group, as part of its “pivot” in Asia, have conducted air defense and
surveillance drills in the West Philippine Sea and part of the South China Sea near the
contested territories. This is nothing new for both ships since they have conducted dual carrier

strike group operations in the Western Pacific for the past several years.

3%




The strengthening of U.S. security affiances with its Southeast Asian allies is aimed at
maintaining security and prosperity, peaceful resolution of disputes, freedom of navigation and

overflight, and unimpeded lawful commerce.

China has initially labelled the move by the U.S. as part of it's alleged “China containment

policy.”

The combined carrier exercise has sent a clear message to China that it is committed to fuffil its
strategic commitment in the Asia-Pacific region, plus the fact that America and its allies have

been conducting military deployments and exercises, and the US and Vietnam has normalized

its ties.

America recently, deployed additional “Growler” electronic warfare jet fighters to Clark Air Base
in Pampanga, and fast April, has stationed A-10C “‘Warthog” Attack Planes that flew through

internationa! airspace within the disputed Scarborough Shoal, 230 kilometers West of the

Philippines.

According to Euan Graham, Director, International Security Program at the Lowy Institute in

Sydney, the current activity of the US is intended to also serve as deterrent or to prempt

whatever opportunism China is intending to do.

The US Navy is even attempting more complex “big unit” maneuvers, like integrating its 3™ and
7° fleet, for strategic reasons, and the Philippine Sea is where it will likely operate under real
crisis or wartime conditions, safely out of reach of China’s ballistic missiles and other coastal-
based armaments.

America’s operation in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region came at a time the world is awalting the

decision of the United Nations Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague, Netherlands on g




Case filed by the Philippines against China which is imposing their “nine-dash line theory” that
claim almost 90% of the energy-rich water of the South Ching Sea, clearly encroaching on

territorial claims of other nations where more than $5-Trillion in trade passes each year,

The court is expected to announce jts ruling on the last week of June or on the first week of
July, with experts believing the decision would favour Manita. Atthough, China has repeatedly

refused to take part in the proceedings after the court ruled that it has authority to hear the case,

China then vowed 1o disregard the decision once i is released.

The Scarborough Shoal is a potential flashpoint if Beijing would insist further lang reclamation,

in the case of an unfavourable decision by the tribunal. AES/ MCAG



Suspected Aby Sayyaf member escapes
in Zamboanga City

By Rosl Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated June 21, 2015 - 2:37pm

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - A man believed o be a member of the Abu Sayyar escaped
his police escort Tuesday while on the way for commitment to the city jail here, according {o the

Police Senior Inspector Helen Galvez, spokesperson of Zamboanga City Police Office (ZCPO),
identified the fugitive as Alhnur Bacalso Usup, 28, also known by the aliases Arab-Arab and

Arab Puti.

Galvez said nvestigation found that Usup, along with another detainee, were being transported
to the City Jail after inquest proceedings at a local court when he escaped.

The police said Usup managed to break free from his handeuffs and jumped out of the
Mitsubishi L300 that was transporting them. He escaped at about 11 a.m. on Magay Street, g
few meters away from the prison facility and near the old public market in Barangay Zone 1.

The suspect eluded police pursuit as he disappeared into the crowd in the downtown’s business
district,

Police personnel in the area were alered immedéateiy and iaunched fracking operations tg
recapture Usup. o

Usup was arrested in Zamboanga City on June 2 after he was tagged by a Jolo court as being
invoived in the 2014 massacre incident in Talipao town, Suly.
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