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-WASH NGTON — __The'_
United States warned
China on Wednesday
against taking “addi-
“tional provocatzve ac-
‘tions” following an im-
.'-pendmg 1nternatmnal .
“cotirt ruling on the
-South China Sea that is
expected to largely re-
ject Beijing’s broad ter-
ritorial claims. -
A senior US state departmént
official wvoiced skepticism at
China’s claim that dozens of
cotintries backed its position in

a case the Philippines has
- USWARNS/Al4

- El caEls for free passage
through S. China Sea .

~ Zambales fishermen
stage pmtest 114
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brought against Beijing and
vowed that  Washington
would uphold US defense
commitments.

Colin Willett, deputy assistant
secretary of state for East Asia,
said Washington had “a lot of
‘options” to respond to any such
‘Chinese moves in ‘a region he
said was vital toUS interests.

Rallying aliies

“ - She also’ made
with 4. ruling expected possi-
by within weeks, the United
; vorking to  tally

States was

' sometimes wavering
_partners in the regiot to ‘eln-
sure aunified front.,

_ tiow  Washington _haﬁdléé:_

the ‘aftermath of the ruling s,
widely seenas a test of US
credibility in a region where it
has been the dominant securi-
ty présence since World War 11
but-is now striggling to con-
tain ‘an increasingly assertive
China.

“We, the United States, do
have very clear national in-
terests in the area,” Willett
told Reutersi o
- “We have an interest in up-
‘holding cur.defense- comit-
" ments and olr security partner-
ships,” she added. ;

PH challenge o
The Philippines is corme
ing China’s claim to an ‘area
shown on its maps. as a nine-
g'ii'd_a_'sh';1‘ih’e:_':sti‘é'_{éﬁi:i‘i‘g';déé' to
the maritime heatt of South-
east Asia, covering hundreds
of disputed islands and reefs,
arid encompassing a vital glob-

altraderoute. ©

- The  consensus among offi-
cials and analysts inside and out
the region is that the ruling of
the United Nations-backed Per-
manent Court of Arbitration in
The Hague, expected to come
within weeks, will go largely
against Beljing. '

US warnings -

.m:._ZG' :

"t'i(_)
allies and

_matic’ pressure

itdoes e o

_tantinflexionp

s officials bav rned’

" China against declating an air
S efense”

fR (Adiz) in
cleat that asﬁéid

jdentification . .zone
the South China Sea,,
in the East China Sea.
13 and against’ stepping|
ailding: and::}_fc_rtif_ica—f_

up

3pratly archipelago. -
““They say that beyon
e’ pressure, the US: re-
{ich moves could in-
clude accelerated wfreedem of
navigation” patrols by USwar-
ships and overflights by US-air-
craft as well as increased de-
fense aid to goutheast Asian
countries. _— _
Willett saidthat while it was
etill unclear how the arbitration
eribunal would rale, “it ism't it
[China’s] interest tO take addi-
rional provocative actions” after

d diplo-

spotise t0 s

Ruling mustbebinding_
* Willett reiterated the US view
that the ruling must be binding.

RS ‘She ‘declined to detail how

" the United States might re-
eijing stick to its
the ruling, but
said: “I do think it'’s an jimpor-
oint, mot just for .

spond should B
vow 1o ignore

" fhe. United - States, but fot the 215

whole region.”
Willett  sal

{ artificial islands i the.

d Washington
hoped China would see the

e

ruling as “an opportunity 10
vestart  serious - discussions
with their neighbors.” .
China has accused the United
States of “hyping” the issue and
warned in May that internagon-
al complaints about its actions
n the South China Sea would
snap back on its critics.
But it has largely avoided

specific. threats of how it
might respond to the arbitra-
tonsuling. .o
On ‘Monday; ‘the -US-Navy
hief, Adm. Johi Richardson,

‘said -China’s’ large-scale land
“reclamation in the South-Chi-
pa Sea and militarization of ar-.
sificial ‘islands had " extended
its potential ability o deny ac-

‘cess to some of the world’s
busiest shipping lanes. '

Show of strength _
The US aircraft carriers John
C. stennis and Ronald Reagan
staged joint operations - last
weekend in seas east of the
Philippines in & show .of
strength ahead of The Hague

srulingy _prompt_%ng__.St__rﬁ?q_g_,.C?_l.lf

~pesecriticigm.
i The Chinese Comm
¥ NEWSPAPEL, People’s Daily, on
Wednesday accused Washing-
ton in an editorial of seeking tc
tur the South China Sea “nto &
powder keg” and warned it not
to underestimate China’s deter-
mination to defend its territori-

aliclaims::s o
Hegemony

The editorial cited the joint
exercises of the two US aircraft
carriers in the Philippine Sea
as a sign of US hegemony and
sajd Washington had made a
mistake in seeking to intimi-
date China.

In making displays of mili-
tary power aimed at China, the
United States has “picked the
wrong counterpart,” said the
editorial, the contents of
which are usually vetted by
high-ranking party officials.

unist P_en'-_ _

Lnina’s "alfies” - .-

‘China has listed more than 40
countries it says supports its po-
sition on the arbitration case.

Willett"said it was not even
clear what those countries
“have allegedly agreed to.” -

-“Thére’s - -some - skepticism
about that grouping,” she said -

‘Only eight countries “have
publicly “stipported “China’s

position; " including’ land-
locked states such as Niger
and Afghanistan, according to
Washington's Center - for
Strategic -and - International
Studjeg, o
Willett played down an appar-
ent display of disunity by South-
east Asian countries last week,

Chinese pressure -

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations (Asean),
following a foreign ministers

_meeting.in.China, issued and

- then abruptly ~withdrew. a
-staterment that expressed deep
concerns over tensicns i the
South China Sea, a retraction
widely seen as the resuit of
Chinese pressure. - L
A senior US official said
Asean countries were “under an
intense .amount : of pressure”

+. and niade clear that behind the
s behind t!

sce shingto! - was work-
ing to .stiffen. their resolve.
.-Reports from Reuters and AP

FL

L gt -
# vigtl .
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Rody to release
;aﬂed_ Reds even

j 'By Karlos Maniupig
InquzrerMmdanao

DAVAO CITY—-—Incommg Pres1dent Redrlgo
Duterte will order the uncondmonal re-
lease of several political prisoners asa ges—
ture of goodwill” by his administration in
the ipcomitig peace talks with thé comma-
nist-led National Democratic Front of the
Philippines {(NDFP}, according to hIS chief

peacenegotlator e "
. il eed once Duterte__ '

: es - the premdency
June 30 and even before he signs'a generai
amnesty for all pohtlcal detainees, subject
to‘Congress approval, incoming-Labor Sec-
retary Silvestre Bello Ifl, who will head the
‘new govermnent peace panel in the talks,
- : : RODY/Al%

4
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" said on Tuesddy:
~ - pello was part of the team

Oslo, . Norway,

sent by the President-elect to
last - week,

* which met’ with NDFP repre-
- gentatives led by Luis Jalan-

doni ‘and Fidel Agcaoili for’

_preliminary talks to clear the

.way for the resumption of for-
- mal negotiations to end one of

* theworld’s longest communist

form
tary

_insurgencies.,

With Bello were incoming

44 amotg the representatives

of the Aguino administration in

" agreement; including the: ar- .
" rests of NDFP consultants, were

 “the collapse’ of the talks under-

back-channel _talks with

NDFPin2014. - . =
" Also present during the meet-
irig were Jose Maria Sison,
founding chair of the Comimu-
nist Party of the Philippines and
NDFP consultant, and Ambas-
sadot’ Flisabeth Slattum, Nor-
way's special envoy to the peace
process.

Oslostatement. . ...

In ‘a‘joint statement signed -
by both parties after the meet-

ing, the Duterte team agreed
to recommend the immediate
release of all NDFP consul-
tants and other prisoners cov-
ered by the Jasig (Joint Agree-
ment on Security and Immu-

_mity: Guarantees) SO - they
“could'participate in the peace . :
‘negotiations. e T

Jasig, which guarantees pro-
tection of NDFP and govern-
ment negotiators and consul-
tants from arrest during the
peaceé process, was signed by
the government and the NDFP
peace panels in 1995 o allow
them to freely participate in the
peace process.

Alleged violations of the

among the major reasons for

the Aquing administration. -
After the Oslo meeting, the

i Duterte administration and the
- NDFP expect formal peace ne-.
. gotiations to resume ‘o the

third week of July.

sl e s romeTe BETTY o ,
T GO, wZepfl e e - fooantE

adviser Jesus Dureza and -
r Agrarian Reform Secre-

Hernani Braganza, Who -
“ Tt identified the as Tirso Al-

eI e RO
. [ - T

- L. dmR i E

ol 264

SraTlE LW

POLl

“We seek the release of politi-,

© cal prisoners who are reported-,

ly covered by Jasig. Those who
are elderly and sick will also be,
released for humanitarian cot-,
siderations,” Bello said. . T

18 NDFP consultants -

Rello did not give any names -

in the initial batch of political-
prisoners to be rejeased before
the issuance of a general
amnesty. ST
. But a militant human rights
group, Karapatan, had earlier
said 18 NDFP consultants were

amorig at least 543 political

prisoners held all over the coun-

cantara, Emeterio Antalan, Ma.

“Concepeion Araneta-Bocala,
Kennedy Bangibang, Leopoldo

Caloza, Pedro Codaste, Edgardo
Friginal, Renante Gamara, Alan
Jazmines, Ernesto Lorenzo, Ma.
Loida Magpatoc, Alfredd Ma-
pano, Ruben Saluta, Eduardo
Sarmiento, Adelberto  Silva,
Jaime Soledad, and Benito and
Wilma Tiamzon. T
_Karapatan _said of the total

“number of political | prisoners,
88 were ill while 48 others are

“in their sénior years.

Bello said the release of the
political prisoners would be
done without preconditions.

“We are doing it before the
proposed amnesty. This will be
a gesture of goodwill,” he said.
“The péace agenda agreed

“ypon by the Duterte team and

the NDEP included the affir-
mation of previously signed
agreements like the Compre-
hensive Agreement on Re-
spect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian
Law. _ -

Other main points were the
accelerated process for negotia-
ticns, including the timeline for

the completion of the remain-

ing substantive issues—"socioe-

conomic reforms, political and

constitutional reforms, and end

of hostilities and disposition of
forces.” S

.. The mode of the interim ©

ceasefire, - as well as’ mecha-
‘nisms and coverage of the

agreement, will also be tackled.
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By Mario J. Mé_'i!éri R

Still struggling to safely rescue
sever hostages, including foreigners,
being held by the terrorist Abu
Sayyaf group, another kidnapping
incident, reportedly involving
Indonesian victims, is now being
verified by the nilitary’s Western
Mindanae Command {Wesrningorm).
Fileman Tan Jr.,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02)

in this regard, efforts are being

made ;o-verify the veracity of this .
‘latestTeport,” headded. - -

Taf did not mention othetl
details regarding the reported

‘kidnapping incident now being -

validated by the military. -

~ Last April, 10 Indonesian crew -

members of a tug hoat and cargo
vesse! were abducted off Tawi Tawl
They were later released through

spokeéman for Wesmincom, said—the efforts of Moro National

that initial report of kidnapping
involving Indonesian vietims cama
in Wednesday at around 10 p.m. but
turned out to be negative after
verification from field units.
_However, Tan said that

‘yesterday morning thei'e were again
reports of kidnapping incident. -

“(The) reported kidnapping of
Indonesians yesterday, June 22,
2016, Western Mindanao Command
received reports that there was no
such incident,” said Tan.

“This morning, June 23, 2016,
there were again reports of a
kidrapping incident that came in,

Liberation Front {MNLF) founding
chairman Nur Misuari,

MNLF Misuari faction
spokesman Rev. Absalom Cerveza
cited the good relations between
the MNLF and Indonesia which

-gerved-asthethird party facilitator.
“in the 1996 Final Peace Agreement
‘petween she MNLF -and.the

Philippine government.

The latest report of kidnapping
incident happened while the
military continued to struggle to
rescue at least seven Abu Sayyaf
nostages through focused and
intensified combat operations in

7
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Page:

- Military still verifying another
~case of kidnapping in South

Basifanand Sulu. ..
Theintensified military operations

against the Ab Sayyaf were ordered

1ast Noverber by President Aquino
after the beheading of Malaysian .

"¢aptive Bernard Then

- However, the Abu Sayyaf groug:’
of Hatib Szwadjaan went on to
hehead two more foreign hostages

-Canadians John Ridsdel and’

" Robert Hall, who were among the -
~four hostages snatched from the

posh Oceanview Resort on Sammal
Isiand September last year.
Ridsdel was beheaded last April’

" 95 while Hall was killed on June

13 - both hostages were murdered -

‘gfter failing to pay PO00-million
ransomdemand.

‘Among the seven Femaiming Abu

- 8ayyaf hostages are Filipino

Marites Flor and Norwegian
Kjartan Sekkingstad, who were
with Ridsdel and Hall.

Tan said that relentless
operations are continuing to rescue
{he remaining hostages and defeat
the Abu Sayyal group.
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 3hurtin N. Cotabato bombing -
NORTH COTABATO - Two soldiers arid a high school -
student were wounded in a roadside bombing in Midsayap
town on Wednesday. e : :
Pvt. 1st Class Jestoni Bauzon, Sgt. Bdwin Sotia and Miriam
Akis sustained shrapnel wounds in various parts of the body.
Investigators said Bauzon and Soria were in a military
vehicle when suspected members of the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters set off an improvised explosive device near
the Dabpil Sampulna High School in Barangay Olandang. .
" Superintendent Tom Tuzon, Midsayap police chief, said
the victims were brought to a hospital for treatment. -
. o _ oo —Johti Unson
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1 dead, 4 wounded in BIFF. attacks

I(!!JAPEWAN CHY The ]1hadists
Bangsamoro istamic Freedom Fight-
ers (BIFF) resumned attacks in North
Cotabato and Maguindanao, killing
one soldier and wounded four oth-
ers, including a bystander. -

The tecent attack was a road-
side bombing on Wednesday in
Midsayap town, North Cotabato

injuring twd soldiers and a stu-

dent bystander, -

The Fanida Tines !

Mldsayap Police chlef Supt
Tom Tuzon, identified thewound-

6th Infantry Division; and high
school student Miriam Akis who
was hit by shrapnel.

Tuzon said the blast occurred
near the Dabpil Sampulna High

~ed as Private First Class: {PEC) -
“Jestoni Bauzon and Sergeant Ed--
win Soria, all belonging to Army’s
g2nd Reconmnaissance Company,

*“School in Barangay U}andang. “thel
_when troopers, abtard an Army
_ vehlcle, were traversmg 'rhe area at
- around 5 pm : S

. The bomb, was made of IOSmm-.
) homtzer shelland rigged with nails,

meta] sheets and mobile pbone, as
its triggering device. _

- The BIFF group has claimed Te-
sponslbﬂ;ty for the attack.

It happened the same day when -

Puge: _ésﬁl/

Jnic State [ISor iSIS) released
'sts propaganda video online signal-
ling their ﬁghters in the country to _

i wage war against "ernsaders”

AnotheI ‘attack was recorded

:_m Sitio- Matllac, Barangay Bu-
tilen in Datu Salibo town, Ma~

guindanao that killed Sgt. Al-
exander Salgado and WOunded
PFC Brian Callaga. ..

MOH SAADUDDIN
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PA in the market for 294 522 rounds of 7.62mm linked

match cartridges

From the Philippine News Agency (Jun 23): PA in the market for 294,522 rounds of 7.62mm linked match

cariridges

The Philippine Army (PA) is looking for manufacturers capable of supplying it with 294,522 rounds of

7.62mm linked match cartridges for its light machine guns and sniper rifies.

Budget for the project is placed at PHP29,803,083. The 7.62mm round is used both by infantry and on mounted and
crew-served weapons mounted to vehicles, aircraft and ships.

Pre-bid conference is on June 28, 9:00 a.m. at the Bids and Awards Committee Conference
Room, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Clty, PA BAC Secretariat head Cmdr. Demetrio A. Calderon said.
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Army Artillery Regiment, kinilala ang mga natatanaging
kKapartner

From the Phitippine information Agency (Jun 24y Army Artitlery Regiment, kinilala ang mga natatanging
kapartner (Army Artillery Regiment, recognized as a unigue partner)

Kinitala ng Army Artifiery Regiment o AAR, sa okasyon ng ika-sivam nitong anibersaryo, ang maa natatangl
itong kapartner sa pagbibigay serbisyvo sa mga mamamayan,

Kabilang na riyan sina DWNE Broadcast Program Producer-Announcer Melicia Ciriaco, Nueva Ecija University of
Science and Technology Extension Services Director Rachel Moralde. Department of Trade and Industry Senior
Trade and Industry Officer Richard Simangan, at Central Luzon State University Public Affairs Office Head Ainee Joy

Edguiban.

Kinilaia rin ang mga natatanging kanyonero at kanyonera na sina Staff Sergeant Sonny Susvilla, Sergeant Jayson
Dagang, Captain Joel Mejia, 1st Lieutenant Aubrey Gale Maddul, Corporai Rogefio Obra, at Corporal Felipe
Santillas.

Ayon kay AAR Commander Colonegl Erwin De Asis. malaking bahag! sa naging tagumpay ng yunit.ang mga
sakripisyo at gampanin ng bawat kawani na nasasakupan gayundin ang pundasyong ftinaguyod ng mga naunang

pinuno.

May fema ang kanifang pagdiriwang ngavong taon na "AAR: Committed to Genuine Transformation.”

ltinarmpok rin sa naging selebrasyon ang ceremonial tree planting at ang eksibit tampok ang walong banyagang
kumpanya na nagpakita ng kani-kaniyang imbensyon at mga produktong pandigma.

hiip.//news pia.goy ph/article/view/1 96146666241 5/army-ariille ry-regiment-kinilaia-ang-maa-natatanging-kaparner
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Walong banvagang kumpanva, lumahok sa eksibit sa AAR

From the Philippine Information Agency (Jun 24): Walong banyagang kumpanya, lumahok sz eksibit sa AAR
{Eight foreign companies participated in the AAR exhibition)

Naging tampok sa isang eksibit sa Army Artillery Regiment o AAR ang mga produktong pandigma ng
walong banyagang kumpanya.

Kabilang na rivan ang Diehi Defense, Lockheed Martin, Thales UK, Elbit Systemns, Rafse] ADS, LIGNsx1,
Kompaniia Sicboda A.D., at Hybrid Info Corporations,

Avon kay AAR Field Artillery Capability Development Office-Force Structure Branch Chief Captain Edbert
Abringe, layunin ng naturang eksibit na makapagbigay kaalaman sa Jakaran ng mundo patunakol sa

pagtatanggol ng bayan.

Hangad din aniya nito na maipakilaia sa bansa ang mga makabagong artiliery weapon system na maaaring
makatulong sa Sandatzhang Lakas ng Pilipinas.

lian sa kanilang mga ipinakita ay ang mga bagong kagamitan gaya ng mga kanyon, sasakyan, at iba pang mga fire
support sa maritime at air defenss.

Dagdag pa ni Abringe na ilan sa mga kanyong ginagamit ng AAR ay mula sa mga kumpanyang nabanggit gaya ang
155 Howitzer na Inaasahang madaragdagan pa s susuncd na taon

Ang eksibit ay bahagi ng selebrasyon nq ;kaﬁivam na anzbersarvo ng AAR na may temanq AAR Committed
{0 Genuine Transformation.”

http.//news pia.gov ph/articie/view/1861466670140along-banvagang-kumpanya-umahok-sa-sksibit-ca-aar
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90 Candidate Soldjer. nagsasanay maaging artillero

From the Phitippine Information Agency (Jun 24): 80 Candidate Soldier, nagsasanay maging artilierc (90
Candidate Soldiers, training to be artifleryment)

Nasa 80 Candidate Soldier ang sinasanay ngavon ng Army Artillery Regiment o AAR na daragdag pwersa sa
combat operation ng vunit.

Ayon kay Artillery Training School Commander Major Erwin Albesa, Hunvo uno nang pumasok at magsimula
5& pagsasanay ang mga bagong recruit na sundalo na gugugol ng nasa apat na buwang pag-aaral,

Kabilang aniya sa mga panuntunan upang maging sundalo ay ang naging antas sa pag-aarai na dapat ay coliege o
vocational course graduate, dapat ay nasa taas na 5 feet pareho sa kababaihan ai kalalakinan gayundin ay

physically fit ai may mabuting pag-uugall.

Paliwanag pa ni Albesa av mayvroong dailawang moduie ang Candidate Soldier Course na dapat ay makabisa
ng bawat sundalo gava ang Basic Military Training Module at Specialization Module.

Ang Basic Military Training ay binubuo ng tatlong bahagi na magsisimula sa orientation na magsasanay sa Kanila
upang mapaiakas ang kanilang mga pangangatawan na susundan ng doctrination na magtuttiro ng tuwid na
disiplina, &t professionalism ng bawat kasundaluhan.

Dagdag pa ni Albesa. hinahasa ang bawat kasundaluhan sa pagaamit at pagmando ng weapon system na mayroon
ang yunit tulad ng M15 rifles, grenade faunchers at iba pa.

Matapos ang mga pagtuturo ay ipakikita naman ng mga Candidate Soldier ang fahat ng mga natutunan sa field
training exercises.

Ang mga makapapasa aniya ay silang magtutuloy sa Specialization Module ha sasanayin sa farangan
Rg Field Artillery, Fire Direction Center, at Field Artillery Battery,

Kanyang nilinaw na matapos ang mga pagsasanay av Inaasahang madedestino na ang maa bagong artiliero
sa mgya yunit sa Luzon, Vizavas at Mindanao.

hitn://news. pia,qov‘ph/ar'tic!efview/ 1861466672252/90-candidate-soldier-n agsasanav-maging-anillerp-
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Army, nagsagawa ng earthauake drill kaisa sa NSED 2016

From the Philippine information Agency (Jun 22). Army, nagsagawa ng earthquake drill kaisa sa NSED 2016

Nakiisa ang maa opisval, kawal at maa kawaning sibilvan mula sa 9th_Infantry Divisionng Philipping Army

$a isinagawang Nationai Simultaneous Earthguake Drill nara sa ikalawang National Simultaneous
Earthquake Drill (NSED) ngavong taon na ginanap kaninang umaga sa loch ng Camp Elia Angeles dito,

ipinakita sa nasabing drill ang kasanayan at kahandaan ng mga opisyal, kawal at mga kawani ng 912 ng Army sa
mga ginawang scenario na posibleng mangyari kung sakali mang tamaan ng malakas na lindol ang lugar.

Ang nasabing aktibidad ay isinagawa rin ng mga iba pang military units na nasasakupan ng 91D ng Army sa rehiven
ng Bicol.

Isa ang 31D ng Armyv 2 moa pangunahing magreresponde kung sakaling mackakaroon ng maa di
inaasazhang sakuna sa rehivon kung kava maliban sa pagiviunsad ng maa earthquzke drills puspusan din
ang pagsasagawa ng 91D ng mga Disaster Response Training para sa mga sundalo,

hitp://news.pia. gov. ph/article/view/32 1 1466581 629/armv-naqsaqawa-nq~earthuai<e-drill-ka;’sa-sa-nsed-.zo1 o]
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SurSur army chief: Insurgency still lingers in some areas of

province

From the Philippine Information Agency (Jun 22): SurSur army chief: Insurgency stili lingers in some areas of
province

Col. Isidro Purisima, commander of the 402nd Infantry Brigade of the Philippine Army (PA), this province,
admitted that insurgency problems had continued fo thrive but only in some areas here,

The government’s campaign to purge the province of rebels had already gained broad support from the
public, he stressed,

Cn June 10, the army brigade here held an Area Clearing Validation (ACV) with Gov. Johnny Pimentel and
Brig. Gen. Paul Atal; respective chairs of the Provincial Peace and Order Council (PPOC), this province, and
Area Clearing Validation Board (ACVB) of the army’s 4th Infantry Division (41D} aimed at agsessing the

insurgency situation.

During the occasion, all four battalion commanders of the 402nd Infantry Brigade under Col. Purisima were
in attendance together with the mayors or their alter eqos.

In 2 recent interview, Purisima said that the lawless armed groups (LAG). referring to the New People’s Army
{NPA), had still managed to have their presence felt.

This occurred on June 15 when a container van loaded with banana products owned by the DOLE Philippines was
set on fire at the national highway of Barangay Amaga in Barobo town, 105 kilometers south, this city.

It was learned however that, tdgether with the ho%ice, the counteraction made by government 'f!’OOpéi’S was pinned on
the company’s vicinity instead.

Col Purisima had issued & statement condemning the violent act. urging the public to do the same. Such incident
was already carried out twice in a row in the same town this year.

The brigade commander said that schooichildren who happened to witness the buming incident made by some 15
tawless elements, according to P/Clnsp, Dominador Plaza, the town's chief of police (COP), were even thregiened

that something bad was going to be done.

Companies here which do not vield to the rebels’ way of extorting money, had incurred heavy fosses,
reports indicated,

Col. Purisima had expressed hope that the incoming Duterie administration would put an end fe the lingering
problem on insurgency in the country.

hitp//news pia, gov.ph/articie/view/ 1741466502 150/ ursur-army-chief-insurgency-stil-ingers-in-some-areas-of-
province
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1CAV spearheads distribution of schoo! supplies to children
in remote village

From the Philippine Information Agency {Jun 20} 1CAV spearheads distribution of school supplies to children
in remote viliage

Looking around Man-ilan Elementary Schoo! in the rural community of Tukuran, one might think it is for privileged
childran.

Amoid Tagalog, the school head said it has large classrooms, a computer leboratory, a smali garden, and large
playground. "Children not only get traditional education here but they leam about art, technotogy and the English

language,” he said.

"But the children whe attend this school, which is more than 20-kilometers from the town proper don't come from: rich
families. Instead, most are poor, and their parents struggle to provide for basic needs, so buying school supplies like
pad papers, notebooks, pencils, crayons, erasers, and rulers is a luxury,” Tagalog explained.

QOver the weekend, the st Cavalry {Tagapanguna) Sguadron, Mechanized Infantry Division. 1st Field Artillery

Battalion (1FAB), Army Artillery Regiment and the Philippine Army Finance Center Producers Integrated
Cooperative (PAFCIFIC) provided school supplies to 120 schoolchildren.

tudents, parents, teachers. and barangay officials of Man-ilan were surprised by the generous gift.
“Ali the studenis were happy and parents were happy too. It's really nice to receive these gifts from generous

peopie,” Tagalog said.

Mayor Francisvic §. Viliamero said the basic schoo! supplies bring hope for children whose education is hindered by
poverty. " encourage you to strive hard in your studies. And | hope that you wilt grow as imeligent and industrious
students,” the good mayoer quoted.

Capt. Gabrie! Lastimosa, civil-military operations efficer of the 1st Cavairy Sguadronsaid the distribution of
school supplies project will motivate children fo attend school and to take continued interest in their
schooling.

“ believe that you will be motivated to go to school. We wish you success in your studies and become professionals
in the future,” Lastimosa urged.

PAFCIFIC Manager Romelie Lawagon said they partnered with the project of 1CAV and 1FAB because this
would help ease the financial burden of parents and give kids a good start of the school vear.

She encouraged the children to study seriously. and rot aliow poverty to hinder their education, as che baliaves that

education is a proven way {0 break the vicious cycle of poverty.

Lawagon said like them, she came from a poor family but along with her brothers and sisters, they strived hard in
their studies and fulfilled their dreams of becoming professionals.

hitp/inews pia. gov.ph/atticle/view/137 146683907 99/1 cav-spearheads-distribution-of-school-supplies-to-children-in-
remole-village
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Tabak sends off new soldiers

From the Philippine Information Agency (Jun 22). Tabak sends off new soldiers

"When you are already in the field, leamn from your seniors. recognize the differences in people, and refate to cultural
diversity.”

This was the advice of Brigadier General {BGen.} Demy Tejares, assistant commander of the 1st infantry
{Tabak] Division. Philippine Army, to the new soldigrs during the entrustment of firearms and sendoff
ceremony held on Monday at the Tabak headguarters in Kuta Major Cesar L. Sanyg-an, Barangay Pulacan in

this municipality,

Tejares afso emphasized to the soldiers that the firearms entrusted 1o them would serve as their "friend, wife and
companion in the field” while protecting the rights of the Filipino people.

In the same occasion, Mavor Leonardo Babasa of Bavoa. Zamboanga del Sur also told the young soldiers
“the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is a co-manager in providing the basic services to the people.”

Babasa traced the roots of insurgency in the country to poverty, social injustice, ignorance or lack of
gducation, corruption, absence of economic opportunities. and fulfifiment of personal goals,

To solve this problem, he said, there should be coordination, cooperation and collaboration between and among the
AFP, civilian government, nongovernment organizations (NGOs), people's organizations (POs). and other

stakeholders.

Babasa also cited discipline s the bestformuiatodrawing support from the-masses saying, “ The best Civik
ilitary Operation ICHMOYis a well-disciplined soidier”

Represeniatives from the government line agencies, NGOS, POs, religious groups, youth groups. indigenous
peopies (IP}, business organizations and farmers’ association personally handed the firearms to 200 privates who

are due for deployment within Tabak's ares of jurisdiction which cover

7~
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TREACHEROUS ATTACK | Unarmed militiaman killed in ambush

e Quezon City ~ The 10th infantry Division, Philippine Army are now 7
conducting pursuit operations against New Peopie's Army (NPA) members who ambushed two unarmed

militiamen in Davac City, killing one and wounding the other on Tuesday,
Capt. Rhyan Batchar, 10th Infantry Division public affairs office chief, in a statement Thursday said the

attacks took place 6 p.m. at Purok 7 Cristory, Paradise Embac, Paquibato District.
Batchar identified the fatality as Mansarok Imbac whife the wounded as Ruel Saiangoy.

The two were aboard a motorcycle and headed towards Paradise Embac to buy some food when fired
upon by the NPAs.

Mansarok died on the spot while wounded Salangoy was brought to a nearhy hosgpital,

10th Infantry Division commander Major Gen. Rafael Valencia conderaned the rebels for their treacherous
and unprovoked attacks against the unarmed militiamen.

R
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Al : mlyembra g Cafgu ctive'

H{CAA)Y: habang sugatan naman ang kanyang kasamahan'_'
nang. tambangan sila ng. armadong grup hab :
Ekumuha ng fo&:ad_;' ' |

_. ; : Office. (PAOY ng. So hern.
_-M:ndanao 10th Infantry (Agl!a) Duwsnon e} PhiElppme Army, nasi CAA
‘meémber Mansarok Imbac, nakatalaga sa Guinubatan CAA Detachment
s Paqulbato District. Malubhang | nasugatan naman i ‘CAARuel
Salangoy s& pananambang’ ng-mga hinihinalang mlyembfo ng New
Peopig’s Army {NPA): na naganap bandang 6 p.m.; Martes. Avon
kay Batchay, nakasakay. ang dalawang iktima sa’ isang: miotorsikio
patungong Paradise Emback para’ kumuha'ng. kanilang pagkam nang
harangm at“pagbabarilin ng mga di: kilalang kalalakihan. Dead on
arrivalsp. Mansarok sa ospital dahil sa'tama ng mga‘bala sa katawan,
pahayag ni Batchar, Mariing ‘kinondenia ‘ni -Major G
Malencia; Lommandmg generalng 10t ang wa!"
pagpataysa. dalawang biktima na walang dalan
ng armadong grupo (Mike U Crfsm:mdo
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ISANG puhs at snndale ang sinasa-

bing nagpatayan dahil sa away sa trapi- | baril malat sa isang kainan.

ko sa isang public marketsaDavao City.

. Batay sa imbestigasyor, ‘Tinalas ang pulis maks-
raang maubusan ng bala hanggang sa mapatay ng*'-'-

sundale,

Kmﬂaia i C/Iaspf An}aneue Txrac!or, ang bﬂcuma _
na si. PO3 Gene Danio, na nakatalaga sa New Corella
Police Statior, habang ang suspek ay st Cpl. Candor -

‘Alonte; kasapi ag 10th 1D Philippine Army.
Sakay umano ang dafawa i single’ motorcycle at

ﬂakasrbziyan ngumt, kapWa gila arrnado

A0

Pahina.

Hanggang sa-narinig na lamang ang mga putok rgg

Unang natamaan ang sundaio subaht, naubusan

umano ng bala ang pulis kaya malapﬁan 1tong blnanl
“sa iilo g sundale:

Batay sa footage sa CCT A napag—alaman na gman
sa trapiko ang’ dahilan ng barilan ng dalawa.
‘Dahil kapwa nakasibilyan, posibleng hllldi nagka

"alaman ang dalawa na sﬂﬁ‘ay mga awtonéad ng pama-
‘halaan. . (BRT)
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| 7SGnapatay sa Sult |

PITONG hinihinalang miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf Group
(AS() ang napatay 52 pakikipagsagupa samga surdato
sa Suluy kamakalaws. L
Batay 52 impormasyon mia sa miiar kahapon, tnaia- !
yang Iabingwalong sundalo ang nasugatan sa {abanan na
naganap sa Barangay Panglayahan s bayan ng Patikul,
Isa 52 Mga sugatang sundalo ay kriikal ang kondisyon.
Noorg Marles, sinasating tallong miyembro g ASG
ang rapatay habang sampung iba paang sugaltan sa engku-
wentro se Pafixul. Nasa labing-anim na sundalc naman angd
sugatan sa naturang bakbakan. JEFF GALLOS

@l
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expected
to grace
PAF rites
at Clark

By BLENA'L AB!

Incoming President Rodrigo R.
Duterte is expected to attend the Philip-
pine Air Force (PAF) 69th anniversary
celebration on July 5 at Clark Air Base
in Pampanga.

-~ Theeventwill highlight the capabili-
 ties of the PAF’s newly acquired assets.
© “The Air Force is expecting the
President to come... We already invited
him and we are expecting him to attend
as the guest of honor,” said Col. Robert
Araus Musico, PAF spokesperson.

The PAF anniversary would be the
second military event which Duterte”
will attend after his mauguratmn on

..June a0, S

Ond uly 1, he Is scheduled to pre51de
over the AFP change of command cer-
emony, wherein Lt. Gen. Ricardo Vlsaya
will assume as top military post.

Musice said that during the PAF an-
niversary rites, the country’s two FA/50
PH ajircraft will be conducting a high-
speed opener pass.

The first two South Korean-made
FA/B0PHs, out of 12 units acquired from
Korea Aerospace Industries, arrived in
the country last November 28,

Aside from the high-speed flybys
by the Mach 1.5 capable FA-50PHs, 22
assarted aircraft will be also flying in
formation in the shape of a giant “69.”

. 4
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Nex& AFP chmf defends ROOY
ﬂuary mrcmﬂ :_prwrmes

“Incoming Armed: Forees o

i: h *hcopters instead of nter

_the Philippines (AFP).chief Lt jets.to address the countrv s

oy ByJAiME LAUDE
befure gradua]l} %hlf‘ﬂng to.

f*xtemal deferise.”

The preqzden‘c—eléct only:.- :

warited the silitary to have

modern helicopters with night- -

tlying capability as well as

naval fast craft for intérnal se-
unty operatzonsj” Visayasaid. .

He ‘added that the AFP

31odern1zatwn program will

still push through, but the

sriority would be: mternal Gl

~urity operations first.

‘Gen. Ricardo Visaya’ detended

f the stpersonic:FAS0. fighte
“nomatchto China’s dircraft and

the goverriment had just wasted
~noney in acquiring the aircraft.

program in light of the cuirrént
security situation in the region

'marmme domam

in the West Pl’uhp--

' pine Sea.”:
Duterte has de-

dared that hewillnot

- gotowarwith Chiria "
on ‘maritime isstes, .
-+ saymghewilliotrisk -
“the lives of Filipino -

“soldiers in pushing

the country’s claim -

over Panatag (Scar-
borough) Shoal.

-~ Visaya said the :

“AFP needs more

helicopters that’

could fly at night
and could be used

internal secirity. problems...
\filsaya said Duterte wanted

* Critical of the procufement L ¢

: copters mﬂimght—ﬂwng capab111~' v

‘ties’ The president-elect noticed -

 that during the Samal abduction; -
‘the AFPlacked theneeded equzp-

jets, Duterte said that thejets are”

. The Aquino administration. -
has invested billions of pesos
in the AFP modernization.

spawned: by:China’s bullying - teges to. Silus g

anid-aggressive occupatmn g
of the country’'s

' mlhtary 5

_terﬂal defens _ Capabﬂmes

ment,” Visaya said...

. Abu Sayvaf bandits kid-
napped. threé forelgnerq and"

a Filipina in a resort in Samal

Island in:Davao last year and

the bandits brough’f the hos—

Currentlv, the Alr Porce“has

50 operationalhelicoptersbut

onlv a few have night-flying

capability, while the Navy has |
60 fast-attack craft, mc]udmg
patrol gunboats.: -

“The pres1dent-elect mi ght X

why we have procured the

¥
aircraft;” an Air Force official;

who asked notbe nawmed, said.
The official stressed that these

. FA50s are a vital comporient of

~ the Air Force capability upgrade
and modernization program
that is aimed at rebuilding the
countrv 5 air power that is now
Iaggmg behind other countries
in the region. .

" He said ‘that-the twe deliv
ered jets are trainer aircraft to.
prepare Filipiho fighter'pilotsi in
“handling supersonicfighterjets.

H we want other countries

: to respect us, we should’ bealsg:
_carrymg a big stwk_ and weare.

fessional: Grgam/,atm

istration geared towards ter-

ritorial and extefnal defense,.

just be misinformed or ill- the AFD is- also w orkmg out

'.adv'sed as to the objective . the acquisition of two brand-

P18 bﬂhon

two long-range patrol aircraft
~worth P5.9 billion, two anti=

submarine helicopters for P5.3
billion and surveillanice radar
worth P25 billion: :
Incoming defense chief Del~
fin Lorenzana said that he

believes that insurgency is not

solely a military problem but
that of the community as well,

How eVer he saJd _that.1f.'
:_the modernization’ program.
is shelved, the AFP as a pro-:

followthe swisdorh of the couns:
_i;rv s polifical leadership:

Under the ‘modernization
~programof the Aquino adimin-




- v Aen =

- still an:Army bat-
- talion commandet:

but he is leaving
this to current com-
manders of the AFP
to formulate the

strategy regarding

security concerns.- '

" Hebelied reports
that he s planning t

replicate the anti-in- -
stirgency tactics that

nvolved th¥ €din-

Mty aspect-that
he :'employeé"f-w@ﬁlé“

nDavags e
- Torenzatia,-then
‘commander of ‘the;
2nd Scout Ranger.
Battalion based.

'in Davao in 1987,

closely supported:
then Davao City:
mayor Duterte in;
clearing the city:
of insurgents and’
criminal syndicates.

“The insurgency-
situation in 1987 is:

very.different, from:

today. Tt -coutd be a;

“model (his.own ap-;

proach before) in &
way that it involved:
the community in
a very big way -
meaning insurgency
is not solely a mili-
‘tary problem but &

community’s. We

“can‘only succeed in.

fighting it if we are

"in it together ~ the

people, local govern-
ment, and the po-
Jice,” Lorenzanasaid.
. As this devel-
‘oped, Visaya or-
dered Bicol-based
“troeps not o re-
lax or lower their
guard but to sustain

 their anti-insurgen-

cy operations.

i
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- used -in going after the jihadists
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AFP modernization
to continue - Visaya

THE A_tmed FOI'€_€S of the Philip-
pines (AFP) will continue to acquire
equipment to enable the military
to go after militants, particularly

members of the Abu Sayyaf Group

{ASG), incoming AFP chief 11. Gen.
Ricardo Visaya said Thursday. -
Visaya explained that President-
elect Rodrigo Duterte considered the
acquisition of 12 FA-50 fighter jets a
“waste of money” because he wants
to give priority to internal security.
But even if Duterte had expressed
his desire to acquire war materiel
that can be used in addressing inter-

nal security threats such as the Abu. .
Sayyaf, Visaya said there will be no-

revision of the AFP modernization
program.

He said the military equipment
on the list of the incoming Com-
mander-in-Chief are helicopters
with nigh-fighting capabilities and
fast vessels that can be extensively

whose strongholds are in the island
ofJoto in Sulu and Basilan province.
Had the military acquired these

_eqmpment, security forces could

have intercepted the militants when

* they snatched Canadians John Rids-

de! and Robert Hall and Norwegian
Kjartan Sekkingstad and Filipina
Marites Flor from the Island Garden
City of Samal in Septernber last year,
Visaya said. Hall and Ridsdel were
executed on june 13 and April 25,
2016 respectively.

*Ang gusto nya (Duterte} may
mga night fighting capabilities, so
ito muna bago mag-external (He
wants night fighting capabilities, so
we will prioritize this). So it {AFP
nmodernization) will be continued.
That s part of modernization ofthe
AFP modernization,” Visaya said.

Duterte earlier noted that the
FA-50 fighter jets may have little
or ne use at all in addressing the
insurgency problem.

The delivery of the first batch of
TWO FA-5C fighter jets is past of the
Air Force modernization program.
The remaining 10 fighter jets will

be delivered in batches up to 2017.
FERNAN MARASIGAN
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Military to focus on internal threat

BY VICTOR REYES

INCOMING Armed Forces chief
Le. Gen. Ricardo Visaya yester-
day said the incoming Duterte
administration will continue the
AFP’s modernization program,
although it will now focus on
addressing internal threats,

“It will continue but his pri-
ority is the procurement of

- MILITARY

“He warnts to give a boost to
the equipment we are using in
internal security operations,
that’s why his priority is mod-
ern helicopters and fast craft.
He wants helicopters with
night-fighting capabilities,”
added Visava.

Sources said the Air Force
has around 50 helicopters but
only & few of them have night-
fighting capability. - The Navy
has around 50 to 60 fast craft
in its inventory.

Visaya cited the kidnapping
of two Canadians, a Norwegian

fast craft, more scphisticated
helicopters,” said Visaya, who
will assume as AFP chief on
July 1, a day after Duterte's
inauguration.

Visaya said Duterte, who has
been mayor of Davao City for
years, wants to improve the
capability of the Armed Forces
in addressing various internal
security threats, including the

and 4 Filipina from a posh resort
on Samal Island in Davao del
Norte in September last year by
the Abu Sayyaf. The two Cana-
dians were beheaded last April
25 and June 13 in Sulu.

“We were not able to pur-
sue them (Abu Sayyaf). We
don't have enough helicopters
with nightflight capability. He
(Duterte) saw that we are Jack-
ing in those equipment. We all
know that ending kidnappings
by the Abu Sayyaf) is his prior-
ity,” said Visaya.

Duterte last Tuesday vowed to
crush the Abu Sayyaf but asked
for some time to do it as he said

@

Abu Sayvaf group which is noto-
rious for kidnap for ragsotm ac-
tivities and beheading hostages.

“He wants change and his

standard is Davao. That’'s why. -

he wants the country to be
like Davao. He wants progress
so he would like to start with
internal,” Visaya said of Duterte.

See MILITARY > Page B6

there are “things” he needs. He
did not say what the things are.

A number ofassets for external
defense are already in the pipe-
line for acquisition, including
two frigates worth P18 billion,
two longrange patrol aircraft
worth P5.9 billion, two anti-sub-
marine helicopters worth P5.3
billion, and air surveillance radar
worth P2.6 billion.

Asked if the acquisition of
external defense equipment
that are already in the pipeline
would be shelved, Visaya just
said: “Let’s see because [ am
not (yet) at the GHQ (general
headquarters).”
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- THE Armed Forces
“0f the Philippines ™
-will focus on getting
more modern - ...
helicopters and naval
Jast craft under
its modernization
program so that it can
address the internal
security threats of the
country, the incoming
military chief said

“[President-elect Ro-
drigo Duterte] would like
to start by improving and
updating equipment use for
internal security operations
50 he will prioritize the ac-
quisition of modern heli-

- copters-and fast .craft; with

night-fighting - capabilities?
said incoming AFP chief
of-staff 1t Gen., Ricardo
Visaya,

Such platforms are useful
in dealing with the country’s

. ongoing campaign against

the Abu Sayyaf Group and
New Peopie’s Army threats,
Visaya said acquisition

of such equipment are in-

cluded in the AFP Modermn-

ization Program as empha-

sized by the procurement

of the right-capable Agus-
taWestland AW-109 attack
helicopters of the Navy and
Air Force.

o 5

" The Jack of night-capable

Page: Z!.}m

helicopters .and fast, craft,

AFPchief;: hampered .the
military response when the
ASG attacked Samal Island
and kidnapped Canadians
John Ridsel, Robert Hali,
Norwegiari  Kjartan  Sek-
kingstad and Halls girl-
friend Marites Flor during
their Sept. 21 aftack on a

* posh resort in Samnal Island.

Ridset was beheaded last
April 25 while Hall was
executed last June 13 after
the Philippine and Cana-
dian governments snubbed
‘the 'ASG ransom demand
-amounting  to  around
'PHPG00 million for the two
Canadians.

Visaya also darified that
acquisttion of equipment that
will beefed up the external
capabilities of the AFP will
contintte as part of the ongo-
ing modermnization program

PR [modernizatib‘n'-prb—

gram] will continue, but
items needed for internal
security operations will be
prioritized,” Visaya said.

According to outgoing
Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin, a total of 36 mod-
ernization projects, worth
P41.2 billion, were com-
pleted and awarded under
the leadership of President
Benigno Aquino IIL

The modemnization pro-
gram was first implemented
in 1995 with the enactment of
Republic Act No. 7898 which
was amended by Republic Act

No. 10349in 2012, PNA -

¥ .
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Abu kidnappers seize 7 Indonesians

By Estrefla Torres
STUSPECTED Abu Sayyaf o
have abducted séven crew .Mel
bers of an Indonesian tugboat. th
passed through the Sulu archipela-
go this week, a diplomatic source
confirmed Thursday in Manila:.
The saflors were seized at around’
11 a.m., Wednesday, with the source
saying that the Indonesian govern-
ment was prepared to hand over an
average of P13 million for each’of

the hostages. - -~ . y
The Abu Sayyaf is stili holding
capuive Norwegian Kjartan

_Sekkingstad and Filipina Marites

 of the country’s worst attacks. -

-~ The soutce $aid Manila has riade’
. a series of appeals to the govern-
ments of Malaysia and Indonesia 0

Stop payinlg ransom to discourage
the terrorist group. '

- “The problem about it freferring
‘to kidnapping], is the Malaysians

and Indonesians. If they see a prob-
lem, they throw money at the prob-
lem in the hope that the problem

4%

Flor, who were seized alohg with
Canadians Robert ‘Hall. and. John:
Ridsdel in September. Hall and Rid-
4a] have both been beheaded by the *
Abu Sayyaf, aself:styled .group of .
Telamic militants blamed for some-

‘reqiiested anonymity. -

goes away with the money,” said the

well-placed diplomatic source who

 He said the Malaysian govern:
ment had recently paid P130 mil
fion for the release of its four na:
tionals held captive by Abu Sayyaf
in the jungle-clad souther region
ofdolo. o
" The diplomat however said he
believed that Abu Sayyaf would not
behead nationals from Indonesia
and Malaysia “because they are fel-
low Muslims.” IR
Apart from the Norwegian,’ the
Abu Sayyaf is also holding hostages a
Dutch, a Chinese and seven Filipinos.
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Tawi on Wednesday night'. -

#There was no such in-
cident,” Maj. Filemon Tan,
spokesman for the Western

“pitidanao Command {West- ..
hincom); said yesterday. - -
- Reports were: circulating
that the Indonesians were
" geized from their tugboat

Charles 00 on their way to 5a-
marinda in Fast Kalimantan.
The kidnappers reportedly
split the hostages and fled to-

- ward Tawi-Tawl. _
o Ta assured the public that .
“they have been venifying re-

orts on new kidnapping
incidents. Last week, reports
circulated that four Malaysians
were kidnapped and brought
to Sulu, where seven other
persons, including a foreignes,
are being held.

Tan said the Abu Sayyaf
could be behind the disinfor-
mation as a diversionary tactic.

“That's possible to re-
Jease the pressure from ongo-
ing military operations...to
avoid being tracked down,”
he said.

Abu Sayyaf gunmen seized

BVQQEL PA.REI'_‘:_!_Q'_'_ .5 S
AN ANGACITY ~The

‘military has denied reports’
that' Abu Sayyaf gunmen kad-
‘napped 13 Indonesian fisher-
“men niear the border of Tawi-

14 Tndonestan and four Ma:

its offenst

- -
o e T E e s
LA LG EThE LT

faysian fishermeriin separate |

inciderits in March and April. l

“The victims had beenreleased

following negotiations- and

sthe alleged payment of ran-

som. -
7 Abus killed -
As the military steps up
painst the Abu”
Sayyaf, Tansaid the ramber of
bandits killed in the encounter:
in Sulu has risen to seven...
He said four of those re-
ported wounded have died.
Three were killed during the .
clash on Tuesday. = 7
“Intelligence personnel
monitored that at least four of

those critically wotnded died
in the village of Panglayahan.,”
Tan said. ‘
Sixteen soldiers belonging :
to the 32nd Infantry Battalion |
were wounded in the clash
with around 200 bandits in |
Barangay. Pansul in Patikul |
town. They were airlifted to
the Camp Navarro General
Hospital for treatment. j
Tan said the wounded sol-
diers received medals from !
outgoing Defense Secretary !
Voltaire Gazmin and Westmin-
com chief Lt. Gen. Mavoralgo
de la Cruz on Wednesday. J
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' Instead of giving him emer-
gency powers to.address ter-

rorism.in‘Mindanao, presi--

jent-elect Rodrigo Duterte
can simply use the authority
gianted him under the Con-
stifution to implement martial
taw iri ateas where the Abu
Sayyaf operates. '

" ¥t's not emergency powers,

(but) martial law. You don't _

need a Taw for that because
he 18 empowered under the T SO
“reoThe two” Canadians were
among four that included Nor-
wegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and

Constitution to déclare martial
law/ Sen. Aquilirio Pimentel
11 said yesterday. =~ -

- Pimentel said Duterte has
the prerogative to place certain
parts.of the country under
military rule as commander-
iy Sianinennra

dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
declared a state of emergency
in Maguindanao in November
2009 following the massacre of

58 pedple by a political clani:. =

mentel said then presi-

e o A L i o 2 B

o (Rgdy cangmpase
~ martial law
Abu-infested areas

1 _.'.Prbp_ésaisj_ t give _Iﬁt;té_r_"ce'i'
< speeial authority to address’.

e Abir Sayyaf threat followed

after the bandits beheaded

Canadian Robert Hall early
this month. -

Hall was the second of two .

Canadian captives beheaded

by the Abu Sayyaf. John Rids-

del was executed on April 25
after the P300-million ransom

‘dernanded forhis release was:

notdeliversd.

Filipina Maritess Flor who wete -

snatched from Samal Island re-

sort in September last year. -
Senator-elect Panfilo Lac-

- son, a former chief of the Phil-
ippine National Police (PNP), " .
was vocal in expressing sup--
“port to give Duterte emergency
powers to deal ‘with the Abu
-Sayyaf and other problems.

..~ Christina Mendez
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The landa

Tines  reee L

: “BY ALJACINTO
SENIOR COR‘RESPONDENT

AMBOAN G_A_ CITY:
Suspected Abu Sayyaf
militants seized 13

'-Indonesxan saﬂors offthe ...

for their safe release.

southern Phlhppme prov:lnce
of Tawi-Tawi two weeks after.
they released four Malaysmn

hostages for ransom. -
The kidnapped sailors were crewmembem of tizghoat
Charles O0. R
- Indoniesian media reported that the boat captam
phoned his-wife and told herthat ghnmen who intro:
duced themselves as Abu Sayyaf. intercepted them at
€201 Wednesday then dernanded 20 million rmggns
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The milhanie 278 their hos wwo groups by then abu Savval  willingness of Indonesians and
tagos were last seer hua ubduciors. Malaysians 1 pay ransom.

i Ta The jatest abduction occurred

: . Tawl, ong of five 4 Philippine envoy who de-

b under the mushimn aurinomous  clined o be named confrmed  after the terror group beheaded
region. Therc was ne smmy diate  the abducion. Canadian Robert Hall, whose
staternent froms the boat awner “ipy fact 2 mimsies from Indo-  government maintaips a no-

ransom policy.

“The problem with the Indone-
sians. and also Malaysians.. .they
throw mornev 21 the problem in the
hope that the problem goes away
with the money,” he said. adding.

nesi. has juy: caliod Secreiary {lose
Rene] Almendras a while ago,” the
ooy said,

The cficial said the Tebel groun
has beer catrving on fis Rig-
napping act i wowf e

<
PT Rusiamc brother:
The tugboat was or it way 1@
Samarinda in East kalimantan fol-
lowing & triy from the Philippmes
wher £ wat inwercented. The hos
tages were renoriedhy formed e

officiale 1he pavmen: of FansOr:
was Con br Malavsian Depe
uny Prime me'“ Ahmed Zahid

Frar: d w0 LRI the {am BN Eﬂ']é

“Theyve beer: doing thai for the
jongest time.”

The families of four Malaysiar,
sailors who wore freed on jum:

Wn

T were IepoUried 1€ have puaq
P130 million ransar to the rebi
group, However only 106 mak-
lion teached the bandits.

The missing amount fseing sus-

friends of the victims ralsed Ribes
mhien $2 0 million}
for the frengom of brothers WONg
Teck Wang. 31. and Te:‘x Chit 2%
thetr cousdn bonnny. Jiand -

frougndy

worker Wong Hung Smg 5.
The four were apducied ofi Sa-
bah on Aprit b
Tilf: AS

picions that the Tebels may Do in
cahoots with government officials
from Malaysia and the Philippines
whe rmay have shared the money
among themselves.

According ¢ tws hignlv placcd
ppine EOVETLIR!

o Dyarch, Chinese e seven

Pm ok
senior Phili V’viﬂ* MICHAEL JOE T DELIZO
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Mandatory drug tests on PNP, AFP
persmmel lead to dxsmissaﬁ of cops

BUTUAN CITY — About 20

policemen in Northern Mindanao
allegediy involved infillegal drugs
were dismissed from service by
the Police Regional Office 10 (PRO
10 while 17 others are awaifing
decision on their respective cases
also involving drugs.

- Chief Supérintendent Lyndel

Desquitado, regional director of
PRO 10 said the dismissal of the
police personnel is a strong signal
that there is no place for iilegal
drugs in the Philippine National
Police (PNP).

Chief Supt. Rolando B. Felix
also said three more police per-
sonnel are facing dismissal for

their involventent-in the illegal -

drugs trade.

“My order on mandatory drug
testing to all personnel will contin-
ue while our all-out drive against

1liega1 drug operations wﬂi also

* continue without lef up until we hit
our objective to make this region
a drug-free region in Mindanao,”
Chief Supt. Felix added.

In a related development,
all field unit commanders of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) are already conducting
mandatory drug testing on all
theirpersonnelinthe field;itwas
learned yesterday.

The unannounced drug tes’e—
ing was being conducted on the
rank-and-file of various combat
maneuvering divisions, brigades
and battalions and ail operational
control units (Opeons) the past
years to make the AFP drug free,
it said.

" long time ago and any officer or
personnel found positive during
the unannounced drug testing
will be dismissed outright from

4%

L 4We -are aiready domg tiig a-.

the semce » said an Army officer
who requested anopymity.
“Our higher command is aim-
ing to make our AFP a drug free
institution,” he pointed ouf.: .
“Yes, we are already doing this
iong time ago and it is good that
the incoming President made his
hard stand on this in an effort
to put an end to the illegal drug

- menace;’ anﬂther Army ﬂfﬁcer.

added. :
Last-month; aH ofﬁmals ‘and
personnel of northeastern (Car-
aga) Mindanao Pelice Regional
Office 13 (PRO 13). and Northern
{Region 10) Mindanao PRO 10
have already started their manda-
tory drug testing.

The regional commands of

PRO13:and PRO 10 have issued

an order requiring all police offi-
cials and personnel from the high-
est to the lowest rank to undergo
mandatory drug testing.
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"Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) 1de_nt1ﬁed

‘with sub-leader Isnilon Hapilonhas
~been remnung new membersinthe
“name of the Islamic State of Iraq

and Syria (1S1S) in Basilan province

during the past weeks, asourcefrom . -
the poticé intelligence commumty :

disclosed on Wednesday.: -

The Manila Ifmessource, an mtei
hgence officer based in Carnp Crame,
said Lhat the recrizitment of new

Al-Barka, both in Basilan -

The same source said Lhat the'

recruitment of the Isnilon group
is continuing, indicating that they
have their own funding. -
“Theyhave already recruited atleast
20 new members, mostly belonging

- tothe Yakans,” the intelligence soutce -
- said, adding that the grotp was limit-

ing recruitraent to no more than 20
members to avoid detection.
This is so, the source added,

Vs

R

: fed inthe hinterand:
vﬂiages of the: towns of’Iipo T;po and'

:Yalcan #ribie, is favoring the recruit-
:'ment of his fellow tribesmen’ for
-'better command and u)mml

" Therecruited Yakans are ;obiess :

: and hail from hinterland villages.

Thé source, who uses the code

“name Pokethon, said that Tecruiits
" -aré promised to be paid P5,000

cash, plus an M-16 rifle for every
meeting they attend. So far, they

have already held three meetings.
+::ASGs:oneof the Islamic mili- .
tant groupsin Southern Mindanao
“that have pledged aileglance to.

1SIS, an offshoot of the Al-Qaeda
network of Osama Bin Laden
which has taken huge swathes of
territories in the Middle-East.
The other known Islamic militant
groups in the Southern Philippines

Fighters (BIFF) and the radical Rajah

Solaiman Movement (RSM).
ANTHONY VARGAS

‘that hiave pledge loyalty fo 18IS are -
' theé ‘Bangsamioro Islarnic Preedom-
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Legal forum
a Wln—optson
forPHIn
sead lspute

By Rey E Requejo

INTERNATIONAL Iegal forum'
is the only optmn for the Philip-
pines in pursuing its claim over
the disputed West Philippine Sea,
according to a senior magistrate of
the Supreme Court.

Senior Associate Justice Anto-
nio Carpio said the decisionof The
Hague-based Permanent Court of
Axbitration (PCA), which sourc-
es said  could be released next

month; is-the.only way.by which.

the country could win the dispute:
;. “The -only forum - where we-can
bring the dispute where we can pos-
sibly win is the legal forum. We
need the ruling to start all our pro-
grams on the West Philippine Sea,”

Carpio said, in his speech before the
Philippine Press Institute event at
the Century Park Hotel in Manila. -

Carpio who was part.of the Phil- -

1ppme deiegatzon that argned before
the tribunal in July last year, expects
the PCA to “purely base [the deci-
sion] on the law of the seas”

According to him,  war with
-China is definitely not an optiont
for the government.

“We will not start the war we
_know we will lose... If we remain
‘in'our right mind, we willnot start

a'wa'r with China,” he stressed. -

““The SC justice stressed that the
government should remain in its
tactic to pursue the case in the
legaI forum while “China wants

‘to win this battle without fmng a

shot, just by intimidating us.”
Nonetheless, he admitted that a
ruling favorable to the Philippines
would be hard to enforce.
“There is nc world policeman to
draw out the Chinese in the [dis-

;putec!j ‘area,” he'said, addmg that

even the US cannot also be expect-
ed " ‘to-enforce the ruling as an ally

~of the Philippines.

Carpio had been publicly dis-
cussing the West Philippine Sea

issueina number of his speeches

since 2013.
He believes that China’s claim
to a “historical right” to  the wa-

tets: enclosed vithin the nine:dash-

line’in'the South China Sea is ut-
terly without basis under interna-
tional law.
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Second most dangerous

v HO REMEMBERS Dexter Condez, who was de-
seribed as the most vocal figure among the Ati in
. their struggle for their ancestral land rights in

world-famious Boracay? The spokesperson of the Boracay.
At Tribal Organization was gunned down onFeb. 22, 2013,
as he was heading hofne after a meeting, and three years

{ater the persons responsible have yet to be held to account.

RIAL

“. nouis péople included, who have spo-.

ural resources against the inroads of developers, mining
and agribusiness firms, logging concessions, etc. -
Yet, as cold-blooded as it was, Condez’s killing, because
it happened in 2013, is not among those documented to
have placed the Philippines in yet another unenviable dis-
‘tinction: as the second deadliest country for envircnmen-
tal activists among 16 countries in the world in 2015. The
. distinction was.made official early this week by Global
:_W_iﬁﬁés's,';a:L‘Oﬁdon;—b'amd"advoéaéy groupthat document-
‘ed 185 such killings all over the planetlast year. In its re-
port, Global Witness said the figure (185) is 60 percent
more than in 2014 (116) and the highest since it started
its documentation in 2002. .
In 2015, Brazil was the deadliest country in the world
for environmental activists, with 50 killings; the Philip-

pines was second with 33, followed by Colombia with 26.

‘Almost 40 percent of the 185 Killed; or.67,:weredndige- .

‘nous people, according to Global Witness. Indeed, 22 of
the 33 on the Philippines’ scorecard were from indige-
nous communities fighting to defend their lands from
.agribusiness and mining interests.
" “Who remembers Dionel Campos, the leader of the
Malahutayong Pakigbisog Alang sa Sumusunod (Mapa-
su) in the province of Surigao del Sur, and his relative
Datu Bello Sinzo? Who remembers Emerito Samarca, €x-
«ecutive director of the Alrernative Learning Center for
Agriculture and Livelihood Development (Alcadev),
which served communities seldom reached by govern-
ment services? Per eyewitness accounts, Campos and
Sinzo were shot dead in the wee hours of Sept. 1, 2015,
by uniformed armed men who had rounded up the com-
munity on suspicion that its members were sUpporting
the communist New People’s Army Samarca’s
corpse—the throat slit, the hands.and feet bound—was
Jater found in the Alcadev compound.

FOF?ICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email adth: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Telno.

. Hismurder is among a long list of mur-:
“dersof environmental activists, indige-

‘en ot in defense of heir rights, their lands, and their nat-

~ Butwhatwere these groups up to? What were their pri
_mary concerns? Alcadev, a privately owned secondary
“school, had lumad children as students, Mapasu, a
"fcommt_mi_ty organization, campaigns against the ex-
ploitation of coal, nickel and gold reserves by foreign and
Jocal mining companies, .. .o oo e
_ lThe year 2015 was “the deadliest year on record for
killings of land and environmental defenders, people
struggling to protect their land, forests and rivers,” Glob-
jal‘Witness said in its report. It said conflicts involving
‘mining, agribusiness, hydroelectric dams and logging
were the cause of most of the killings. -
Specifically, Global Witness said “one of the root causes
of conflict in the highly militarized Mindanao region” was

“the encroachment of agribusiness and mining interests

“in indigenous peoples’ lands without their consent.” It

said those who oppose such-projects are “finding.them-
selves in the firing line of ptivate security companies,
state forces, and a thriving market for contract killers.”
. Were the five Manobo leaders reported killed by the mil-
itary’s Special Forces in Pangantucan, Bukidnox, on Aug.
18, 2015, fighting for their community’s rights and inter-
ests? The military said the five men were communist insur-
gents, but the NPA said. they were civilians, Was Condez.
Tilled in 2013 because of his spirited defense of the Ati's
right to a 2.1-hectare beach front property in Boracay?
Lamentably, this “second most dangerous for environ-

‘mental activists” distinction for the Philippines comes after

its tag of “second most dangerous country for journalists,”
second only to war-wracked Iraq. And it doesn’t seem like

this long-running tag would be erased from the records

soon, the tone of the incoming administration’s pro-
nouncements on the matter being hardly encouraging.
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EDITORIAL

- The mayo: ;

has been challenged by the military to
prove his claim that certain officers of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
may have received part of the ransom
‘paid to Abu Sayyaf bandits for the
release of hostages in Sult.

‘While Amin tries to subs{anﬁaté -

‘his claim; however, the government

'should also look into his allegation,
particularly amid reports that of F130 .
million paid by Kuala Lumpur forthe

bandits’ release of four Malaysian
sailors in Jole, only P100 million

pnded up--wi_th-thg_-Abu_S_gyyaf.:_ _ _
““Reghis Romero 1T along with-several

Malaysian officials repbx’tédlyfsé{&
the P130 million was given to “legally

and religiously sanctioned” organiza-’

tions in the Philippines as “a form of
contribution” prior to the release of
the captives. In previous kidnapping
cases, the bandits have demanded
. #poard and lodging fees” in return for

the release of their captives. . -

~ouSulu Vice G ov. Abdusakur Tan-
has denied that certdin local govern-
 ment officials and AFP officers in the

provinceare in cahoots with the Abu

. Sayyaf, which is still holding several .
foreignersand a Filipina hostage. The:
- pandits earlier executed two Canadi-

ans after their government refused to

pay ransom. :
‘Amin’s accusation, however, is not

or of Jolo, Hussin Amin,

‘Sulu, even if they may notbe in‘co

the first of its kind. A former judge

- and member of the House of Repre-

sentatives, Amin said a congressional
probe in 2004 found that a military
colonel received part of the ransom
for a doctor who was kidnapped by

‘the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu.”

.

_ Atthe height of akidnapping spree
during the Estrada administration, lo-
‘cal government and military officials
in Sulu together with a presidential

“aidé were also suspected-of receiving

a share of ransom payments. The ac-
cusations were never established, but
they resurfaced when businessman

other Filipinos and three Americans
weére kidnapped from an island resort
in Palawan in 20000 .

. The military has lost many of its
personnel in the battle against the
Abu Sayyaf, but it cannot rule out
the presence of rotten eggs within its
ranks. For their part, local officials in

veollu-
<ion with the bandits; should do more
to create an environment that will be
hostile to kidnappers and terrorists.
This fakes firm, dedicated and honest
leadership. A military solution alone
is not enough to end the Abu Sayyaf
scourge. Everyone must do his part,
with the local government taking
the lead. TR : .




with UN ruling on S. China Se

HE Philippines s not ex-

actly helpless if the United

Nations Arbitral Court
decides in favor of the Philip-
pines in its case against China’s
cine-dash Gne map and its rans-
forming into islands, rocks in the
Spratlys that are only seen during
low tide.

Ta his lecture before members
of the Philippine Press Institute
yesterday at the Century Park
Hotel, Senior Associate Justice
Antonio T. Carpio said, “there 15
no world policeman to enforce
the rule” but the following can
happer: _

1. The word’s naval powers
which consider freedom of navi-
gaton and oOver flight their na-
tona! interest have declared they
will sail and flv in the high seas
and the Fconomic Exclusive
Fones of the Sourh China Sea.

Carpio  expects  the United
States, which insiss on freedom
of pavigation in the maritime wa-
ters where some §5.3 willion pass
throngh annualiy, to “really wave

Ways to make China comply

thie TN paliogy”

France’s Defense Ministes, Jean-
Yves Le Dirian, called for “regular
and visible” European patrols in
the South China Sea during the
recent Shangrila Dialogue in Sin-
gapore.

5 If the China Natonal Off-
shore (il Cotporation lifts the
oil and gas in the Reed Bank,
the Philippines can suc the
CNOOC in countries whete the

3]

_CNOQC has assets like Canada
and the T.5. T

3. China has secuted four per-
emits from the International Sea-
bed Authority to explore the
seabed, and has two peading

applications. The Philippines
can ask ISA to suspend the four
permits and the processing of
tlhe two pending applications us-
ing the ruling.4. The Philippines

=2

can also ask the UN Comrnission

H

d i'

on the Limits of the Continental
Sheif to suspend the processing’
of China’s extended CS claimsy
antil China complies with the
ruling, -
That's why it is doubtful that
China would withdraw from the
UN Convention on the Law of:
the Sea over an adverse ruling oa
the case filed by the Philippines
because if they are not patt of
UNCLOS they would not be able
to explore the seabed. :
Carpio said the Philippines
would just have to be creative.
Carpic proposed to suspend for
100 years any claim in the South-
China Sea and declaze the area 2

“Marine Protected Area and allow .

the reefs to recover. No militaryr:
faciliies, Only Coast  Guatds
would be allowed to protect the:
resource tich area.

The future generation will thank

us for this,
#okok

Blog:www.eﬁentordesﬂ}as.com .
E-mail:ellentordesilias@gmail.
coim :
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3 militiamen surrender to join Palparan in 2nd kidnap case

By: Carmels Reves-Estrope

03:581 PM June 23rd, 2016

CAMP GEN. ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan—Three militiamen surrendered on Wednesday after being
implicated in a second lawsuit against retired Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan for the 2008 kidnapping and
sertous illegal detention of two brothers in San lidefonso town.

Michael Dela Cruz, 57, and Maxime Dela Cruz, 44, members of the Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA), and
Marcelo Deta Cruz, 54, placed themselves under the custody of the Bulacan police following arrest
wairants issued by Bulacan Regional Trial Courd Judge Francisco Felizmenio of Branch 18,

They were accused of taking part in the abduction and forture of Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo.

Palparan is currently sianding trial for an earlier kidnapping and serious illegal detention case filed by the
families of missing University of the Philippines students Sherlyn Cadapan and Karen Empefio. The

students also disappeared-in 2006.
The Manalo brothers testified against Palparan in the Cadapan-Empedio trial,

The milittamen said they surrendered because they were fearful about being killed by policemen, tasked to

iocate them.

They are detained at the Bulacan PPSC custodial facility.
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PMA | Molding Leaders of Our Nation

Why be a PMA Cadet?

. ~ A noble privilege in serving the country

. Free college education with a well-rounded curriculum

. Monthly salary and allowances

e Guaranteed job after graduation

o Progressive career as an officer in the Philippine ARMY, NAVY or AIRFORCE

Admission
The start of the journey of a Filipino youth who dreams to embrace the profession of arms, through the
Philippine Military Academy (PMA), is when he submits his application form to the Office of Cadet
Admission(OCA) for processing, so that he can take the Philippine Military Academy Cadet Qualification

Test (PMACQT),

Afler receiving the Test Permit from the OCA, the applicant will report to the designated Examination
Center on the date indicated on the permit. The appiicant is to bring said Test Permit so that s/he will be
allowed by the Proclors to take the Exam. If the applicant passes the Exam, s/he will receive & written
notice from OCA informing him of the resuft of the Exam and instructing him {o report to AFP, Medical
Center {AFPMC). He will then undergo the Complete Physical Examination (CPE) where his medical,
physical, mental and emotional condition will be examined to delermine his readiness and fitness for the
mititary training in the Academy. CPE takes days, so a cadet candidate is required fo stay in the billeting
area provided by the Academy in AFPMC.
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It the appilicant successfully makes it, he will be required to report to PMA Liason Office in AFPMC for final
processing during the last week of March before s/he will be brought to Philippine Military Academy (PMA)
on April 01 for the Oath-Taking Ceremony and Reception Rites, signaling his official entry to the Academy

as member of a PMA Class.

From then on, and during the four years stay in the Academy. sthe will undergo the education and training
in the Academy designed to prepare her/him into becoming an officer of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and the soldier of the Filipino people.

MA Philosophy of Education

PMA adopts a hoi;sttc view of man as body, soul, and spirit. PMA believes that future feaders can be
selected, formed, and developed to their fullest potentials. PMA is principally an institution for military
ieadership and it is from the total view of man that PMA’s leader development program is basead. It
contains character development, a balanced college education, military leadership, and physical
development, necessary {o prepare the cadets for the profession of arms and to be responsive o the

needs of the Armed Forces and the Nation

s MA Program Competency Statement
A PMA graduate is a values-centered leader who possesses the character, the broad and basic military
skills, and the education essential to the successful pursuit of a progressive military career in selfless

service to the AFP and the Nation

The education and training of a cadet in the Academy is characterized by the acronym CAMP, which

stands for Character, Academics, Military Skills and Physicai Fitness. These serve as the pillars in
developing a well-rounded cadet who will become the fuiure officer and leader of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines. The CAMP is the blueprint of the present curriculum being implemented in the Academy. The
competency statement of each pillar is stated below:
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mwwmm ~Character Development Program Competency Statement
A PMA graduate is a motivated leader who has imbibed the PMA core values, serves as a role model,
acts a mentor, and exhibits both moral soundness and ethical responsibility in the performance of his/her

expected roies

Academic Program Competency Statement

A PMA graduate is a military professional who possesses the broad and basic education holding a
Bachelor of Science degree and who can competently use the knowledge learned from the Social
Sciences, Natural Sciences, Languages, Managemeni, Mathematics, Humanities, Literature, Engineering

and Technology in appropriate situations in his/her progressive military carser

o Military Program Competency Statement
A PMA graduate is a rilitary leader who possesses the basic military competencies of soldiery and the
hasic preparatory knowledge of his/her major branch of service peculiarities needed in the effective
performance of his/her roles in the AFP

Physical Program Competency Statement
A PMA graduate fully understands and appiies the basics of Physical Fithess, Fitness Training, Nutrition

and Sports Discipline, adheres to a healthy lifestyie and wellness which makes him/her physically
prepared for military occupational tasks

3
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PH to host 6th Asean Chiefs of Military Medicine Conference in July

File Photo from Google

Quezon City — The Armed forces of the Philippines under the Depariment of National Defense wili host
the 6th ASEAN Chiefs of Military Medicine Conference (ACMMC) aimed to promote cooperation,
exchange of experience and expertise, cope up with security chalienges and help ensure peace and

stability in the region.

The Conference, with the theme "Global Climate Change: Chalienges to the ASEAN Military Medicine” will
be held on July 11 to 13, 2016 at the Shangri-ta Hotel in Mandaluyong City.

The event will be attended by a head of delegation, his spouse, a senior delegate and young Asean
military medical officers from nine (9) countries which include Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, indonesia,

Lacs, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Brig. Gen. Reuel N. Sorilla, AFP Adjutant General, said one of the highlights of the conference is that each
participating country will send entries of their respective scientific research papers that will be presented

during the ‘Scientific Sessions.”

He said the conference would focus on the roles, functions and duties of chiefs of military medicine,
increase their mutual understanding, and exchange of experience and expertise, particularly by young

military medical staff, from the region.

There wouid also be bilateral meetings between Philippines and delegations from the region o discuss
and possibly resolve various regionat issues and concerns between and among the host couniry

delegates and their counterparts.
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Asids from the bilateral meetings and a tour of the AFP Medical Center's Orthopedic and Traumatology
Depariment, the host country wili treat the ASEAN delegates to a Tellowship night’ where there will be
awarding of winning scientific papers presented in the sessions.

The delegates would also be treated to a cultural tour fo the historic Corregidor Island in Cavite. The
island played an important role during the invasion and liberation of the Philippines from Japanese forces

during World War i,

Sorilia said the ACMMC has made great contributions in forging close, friendly and inclusive reiations
among ASEAN militaries, not only in forum, but also as “venue for collaborative mechanism on military
medical cooperation in enhancing the professional skills in coping with the increasingly complicated,
unpredictable, and transnational medical challenges, such as the widespread and dangerous epidemics

and natural disasters as well.” (RAE)
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AFP modernization to continue. more focus fo be given on
platforms to curb internal threats

Fram the Phitippine News Agency (Jun 23); AFP modernization to continue, more focus to be given on
platforms to curb internal threats

The continuation of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP} Modernization Program will give more focus

on platforms that can be used to address the country's internal security threats,

This was stressed by incoming AFP chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Ricarde Visava Thursday.

Such piatforms are useful in dealing with the country's ongolng campaign against the Abu Sayvat Group

{ASG) and New People's Army threats,

Visaya said acquisition of such equipment are inciuded in the AFP Modemization Program as emphasized by the
procurement of the night-capable AgustaWestland AW-108 attack helicopters of the Navy and Air Force.,

The lack of night-capable heliconters and fastcrafts, according to the incoming AFP chief, hampered the
military response whien the ASG attacked Samal Island and kidnapped Canadians John Ridsel, Robert Hall,
Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and Hall's girlfriend Marites Flor last during their Sept. 21 attack on a posh resert

in Samal island.

Ridsel was beheaded last April 25 while Hall was executed last June 13 after the Philippine and Canadian
governments snubbed the ASG ransom demand amounting tc around PHPB00 million for the two Canadians,

Visaya also clarified that acquisition of eguipment that will beefed up the external capabilities of the AFP wil]
continue as part of the ongoing modernization program,

it (modernization program) will continue, but items needed for internal security operations will be
prioritize. " he said in Filipino,

2
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Sayvaf propaganda taunts Rody

From Malaya (Jun 23): Sayyaf propaganda taunts Rody

A DAY after President-elect Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte vowed to crush the Abu Sayvaf. a video purportedly
coming from the International terrorist group Islamic State surfaced, calling on Filipinos to support the Abu
Sayyaf which is notorious for its kidnapping for ransom activities,

A man in the video said Muslims should wage jihad by attacking government leaders, politicians. and
Muslims who have rejected Islam in exchange for money. He said their houses and localities should be

bombed.

The Armed Forces, through spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia, dismissed the video as “propaganda.”

He also said there is nothing new in the video which spread through social media.

Several other groups in Mindanao, inciuding the Bangsamore islamic Liberation Front, a breakaway group of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front. have been linking themselves 1o the 1S which has been suffering defeats in irag and

Syria from US-backed mihtary troops.

Padilla said, "People should not be bathered by this bec'ause its part of their pro;ﬁaganda they are propagating.”

Padilla said asked members of the social media community not to spread the video,

“If you are a member of the social media community, let us not dignify this, Let us riot give importance to this (video).
Let's do what is night which is to delete it and don't pass it to others,” Padilia said.

Duterte has vowed to crush Abu Sayyaf during his term. The Abu Sayyaf has about 300 tc 400 members, mostly
operating in the provinces of Sulu and Basilan.

Duterte has the image of being fough against crimes. He is also waging war against fllegal drugs.

Meanwhile, three Abu Sayvaf mer were killed while 10 others were wounded i a frefight with troops 1 Patikul town

in Sulu on Tuesday afiernocn.

Sixteen scldiers were also wounded,

Maj. Filemon Tan, spokesman of the military’s Western Mindanao Command, said troops from the 32nd
Infantry Battalion were on a security operation when they encountered about 200 Aby Sayvaf men in Sitic

Bud Duwa in barangay Pansul around 2:20 p.m. Tuesday.

Tan said the Army troopers clashed with the Abu Sayyaf men for one-and-a-half hours, until the bandits
Army Core Purpose: Serﬁithe people. Securing the land.
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“scampered towards several directions.”

The fighting occurred eight days after the group beheaded Canadian Robert Hall in the nearby town of Talipao town
for faliure of authorities to pay ransom for him and his fellow Samal kidnap victims.

Hall was among the four people abducted from a resort on Samal island in Davao del Norta last September. He was
beheaded on June 13.

The three others are Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and Filipina Marites Flor, who are still in the hands of the Abu
Sayyaif. and Canadian John Rigsdel who was beheaded last Aprit 25 also in Talipao.
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China plans construction activities in Scarborough Shogl —
(Solez

From GMA News (Jun 23} China plans construction activities in Scarborough Shoal — Golez

China reportedly plans to build several structures on Panatag {Scarborouah) Shoal in preparation for its
eventual occupation of the a part of the Philippine territory. former national security adviser Roilo Golez said

Thursday,

In_a press conference, Golez showed a map of Panatag Shoal with markings indicating China’s construction
plans for a lagoon as big as Quezon City in the area,

Pointing at the man the former Parafiague lawmaker said China plans to build a port and 3.000-meter iehg

runway for the northern portion of the lagoon.

On the eastem sige. meanwhile, will rise a “tropica; and holiday area” eyed io attract tourists.

Govermnment buildings and a hotel will be constructed at the southem portion of the fagoon while the mouth of the
shoal Is eyed as an entryway for Chinese ships.

Golez said he obtained the map from reliable sources.

The former lawmaker sounded the alarm on Beifing’s purported plans to buiid structures in Panatag Shoal,
also known as Bajo de Masinioc, amid the ongeing maritime row between the Philippines and China over the

West Philippine Sea,

“This will be 2 huge military base and it's so close to the Philippines. i's a dagger that will bs aiming at our
vital economic installation. it wili be a clear threat to us and to the region, Golez said.

China already occupies Panganiban (Mischief) Reef, which now features several structures and an airstrip.
An airstrip has already been construcied by Beijing on Fiery Cross Reef, also known as Kagitingan Reef.

Last April, China began operations of a lighthouse in Subi Reef, which is only 26 kilometers southwest of Pag-asa
Island,

The three reefs where Beiiing has built structures are part of the Philippines’ 200-mile exclusive economic zone,

Citing statements made by senior defense officials during twe Senate hearings on the Scarborough Sheal
Sispute in 2013 and 2015, Senator Antonio Trillanes IV said fast May that the area remalns a part of the
Philippines even if there is a prevailing perception that it has been seized by Beijing,

The Hague-based Permanent Court of Arbitration is expected to issue a ruiing soon on the arbitration case filag by
the Philippines against China,
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Suspected Abu Sayyaf members kidnap ship crew
Armed men believed o be members of the notorious group seize 7 of 13 crew members from a cargo ship

manned by Indonesian and Malaysian sailors, a source tells Rappler

Rappler.com
Published 10:18 AM, June 23. 2018
Updated 10:33 AM, June 23, 2016

DAVAO CITY, Phitippines ~ Suspected members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) feportedly abducted 7
crew members of a cargo ship headed to Indonesia on Tuesday, June 22.

The cargo vessef was traversing Indonesian waters from the Philippines when the armed men, who were
on motorized boat, fired at the vessel and seized 7 of the 13 crew members, said to be a mix of
Indonesian and Malaysian citizens, a source tolg Rappler.

it was not known whether the kidnappers took both Indonesian ang Malaysian hostages, as of posting.

With their victims, the Kidnappers reportedly fied towards the direction of Tawi-Tawi in the southern
Philippines.

The same source said the captain of the vessel was abie to cortact his wite to inform her they were
kidnapped and that a ransom bayment demand was sat at P2g million,

The incident is the iatest in a string of abductions in seas between Indonesiz and the Philippines. On May
1 the ASG raipases & Gy 2ue after the crew members’ company reportedly paid a

P50-million "ransom.m

The latest Kidnapping Incident comes as Philippine President-elect Rodrigo Duterte wiET that the group

wili soon have 1o face the consequences of their actions.

Last week, outgoing Philippine Presideni Benigno Agquino 1 DErEnaly enn 1 T
ASGre S0 a1

On Tuesday, June 21, 3 ASG members were killed in a »
soidiers woundad,

The Canadian government under Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the Philippine government are strictly

observing a no-ransom policy. to keep the Aby Sayyaf from funding more criminal and terror activities. —
Editha 7. Caduaya/Rappler.com
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