Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
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24-Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cities:

ISSUED AT: 5:00 PW 24 JUNE 2016
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24-HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST

ISSUED AT: 5:00 PM 24 JUNE 2016

VALID BEGINNING:5:00 P TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW

SYNOPSIS: INTERTROPICAL CONVERGENCE ZONE {ITCZ) AFFECTING VISAYAS AND MINDANAC,
MEANWHILE, AT 4:00 P TODAY, A LOW PRESSURE AREA (LPA) OUTSIDE THE PHILIPPINE AREA -
: OF RESPONSIBILITY (PAR) WAS ESTIMATED BASED ON ALL AVAILABLE DATA AT 1,430 KM EAST

| OF MINDANAOQ (5.2°N,138.1°E),

' FORECAST: CLOUDY SKIES WITH LIGHT TO MODERATE RAINS AND | I
| THUNDERSTORMS WILL BE EXPERIENCED OVER VISAYAS MINDANAO | = = Ty«

CAND MIMAROPA PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISGLATED : o T
- RAINSHOWERS OR THUNDERSTORMS WILL PREVALL OVER METRC ; - - . . A——

- MANILA AND THE REST OF LUZON.

: LIGHT TC MODERATE WINDS BLOWING FROM - - ..
- SOUTHWEST TC SQUTHEAST WILL PREVAIL OVER LUZON AND .
WESTERN VISAYAS AND COMING FROM THE SOUTAHWEST 7O -

VARIABLE OVER THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. THE COASTAL WATERS oy
THROUGAHOUT THE ARCHIPELAGO WILL BE SLIGHT TC MODERATE,

-3
¢ -

- PAGTAYA: MAULAF NA PAPAWIRIN NA MAY MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG MGA PAG-ULAN AT

| PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG MARARANASAN SA KABISAYAAN, MINDANAC AT MIMAROPA. BAHAGYANG MAULAF .
HANGGANG SA MALLAP NA KALANGITAN NA MAY FULU-PULONG MGA PAG-ULAN C PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG .
HRAL SA KAMAYNILAAN AT SA NALALABING BARAGH NG LUZON

: MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG HANGIN MULA SA TIMOG-KANLURAN HANGGANG SA%
| TIMOG-SILANGAN ANG IIRAL SA LUZON AT KANLURANG KABISAYAAN AT MULA NAMAN SA TIMOG-KAKLURAN

HANGGANG SA PABAGO-BAGO NG DIREKSYON SA NALALABING BAHAG!I NG BANSA ANG MGA BAYBAYING
DAGAT 54 BUONG KAPULUAN AY MAGIGING BANAYAD HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMAN ANG PAG-ALON. :

! EXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 4:00 PH TODAY AND RECORDED AT .
: PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY: '

- MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE:
4G5 PH TODAY ~ 33.6°C

MAXIUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
506G AN TODAY —85 % )

CMINIMUM TEMPERATURE:
' JD0PK TODAY — 260°C

“MINIUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY: -
400 P TODAY — 58%

TIDAL PREDICTIONS ALONG MANILA BAY .
: {Courtesy of NAMRIA} OVER METRO MANILA:
"L OW TIDE TODAY: ) MOONRISE - MOONSET
: 2P . GOOMETER , SUNRISE / SUNSET AND ILLUMINATION
"HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: TSUNSET TODAY- WMOONRISE TODAY:
FAGAM .. 050 METER j £:28 P 035 P
QW TIDE TOMORROW- TGUNRISE TOMORROW.  MOONSET TOMDRROW.
ACAM .. GEO METER 5.2 Ap . 524 Al
" HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: T SUNSET TOMORROW: ILLUMINATION TODAY: T
10,45 PH 120 METER : B.28 Bi 875
) s please cal of telephone nombers 827-1335 ang §27-2877 or log on o www.pagasadostgov.oh.
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gov't reward

By Marlo J. Mallari

: " Government officials in Nueva
Ecija yesterday rewarded a
former New People’s Army (NPA)
rehel with livelihood and cash
asgistance after voluntarily going
[ back to the folds of the law.
Former NPA rebel June Ray
Cabristante, who operated with
the communists in Nueva Eeija
province in the past, received a
total of P6B,000 firancial and
livelihood assistance under the
. governments Comprehensive
Local Integratior Program (CLIF)
© for rebel-returnees.
| Cabristante surrendered to
“the Army’s 48th Infantry- -
Rattalion (IB), under Lt. Col.
Eugenio Julio Osias W
Col. Felimon Santos Jr,
eommander of the Army’s T03rd
Brigade which has jurisdiction
over 48th IB, commended (sias
and his troops for the successfully
conwvincing Cabristante to return
tothe folds of the law. . -
gy ks part, Maj: Gen-Angelite -
de Leon, chief of the 7th Infantry
Division (ID), branded the
aurrender as clear proof of the
affectivity of internal peace and
security plan (IPSP) “Bayanikan.” -
Nuseva Ecija Gov. Aurelio Umali
awarded the P65,000 worth of
assistance to Cabristante during
simple ceremony at the provineial”
capitol.
Present during the awarding
- were Osias, Nueva Ecija
' provincial Police Office Director
Senior Supt. Manuel Cornel,
Provinecial DILG head Renato
Bernardo and Provincial Social
| Welfare and Developmient head
Leoncio Dantel.
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TFierce Abu foe introduced

 InguirerMindanco

© ZAMBOANGA CITY—It was in
' early 2000 that the late church

 worker Liza del Puserto asked me -
 to hook up with Tiny Perez be:
. fote covering the remote villages

- - of Basilan for television.

~ Tmywasle. Col.Cristobalfu- -

Frompage Al . p _ P
son, but was surprised to see a tail, muscu-
lar mestizo, who can’t stop laughing even at
jokes that are not funny. e
. When he greeted me with a gentle but
- firm handshake: “Lt.Tiny Perez po,” he said.
Tt was & security assessment. Almost two
* dozen jourrialists were told to stay in Mt. Ma-.
hadji and were to leave only after the deliv-
ety of 200 sacks of rice: The Abu Sayyaf was
holding' more than 70 hostages from
Tumahubong, Sumisip, indluding Claretian
priest ¥z, Rhoel Gallardo. :
. The security briefing was conducted by
-103rd . Army. Brigade . commander _Col.

- Glicerio Sua. Everyone was in rapt atten:..

tion, not éven bothering 1o touch the deli-
cious snack—except for Tiny.

Breaking theice - T
" Tiny broke the icé when he accidentally
hit-the fork laid on the table. He was trying
to get the chocolate cake that was nearet to
Sua. He beamed even when the icing ended
up on his face. :

1t. Col. Andrew Bacala, now commander
of the 4th Special Forces Battalion, described
Perez, his mistah, as “a happy giant man.”

Both of thern graduated from the Philip-
pine Military Academy (PMA} under the
Maalab Class of 1993.

“parez was baptized Tiny by our col-
leagues during cadet years, because he was
so huge, like 5°9”. Very athletic and always
2 smiting fellow,” Bacala said.

" lian Paolo Pacificadar Perezand
*he knew/the place Jike the back

curity assessment for journal--

ists and himanitarian workers -

clear se-

planning to' go beyond Isabela .

City or Lamitan. .~ 5o b0
.+ 1 was expecting a small per-

oL FIERCE/ANG

Perez, in his early years at the PMA, was
known as CJ, Paolo, Julian or Perez.
- Jocelyn Pacificador Perez, Tiny’s mother,

‘described her son as “very gentle, thought-

ful and charming.”
“In fact, it was his younger sister whe
builied him when they were small, Tinyjust

ctied When my daughter learned of Tiny’s
‘demise; she cried hard and I gently told her,
'you made him cry, now it’s his time to make
“you cry,” Jocelyn said. ‘

Tiny was born in Cebu but grew up in
Barangay Maligue in Isabela City, Basilas,
when his family moved there. When peace
and security were getting. worse in Basilan,
the family moved back to the Visayas and
JatertoManilas s i b

Jocelyn said Tiny sp’éﬁt hlsyoungeréays '

in Maligue.

“It was his best childhood. Tiny was a
kind of boy who easily mingled with other
people~—Muslims or Christians—all friends
to him. T understand why he decided to re-
turn to Basilan after graduating from the
PMA,” she said.

It was in 1998 when Perez and Bacala
1anded in Basilan as young Lieutenants.

Bacala was company commander of the
241h Special Forces Coy while Perez com-
manded the 11th Light Armor Compary.

Both of them got stationed in Barangay
Ralawatin in Isabela City and fought lost
commands of the Moro National Libera-
tion Front (MNLE), Abu Sayyaf and other
tawless elements. _

In 2000, Perez was made the head of the
14th Military Intelligence Company or Mico.

Incoming National Security Adviser Hermo-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email ar.;icﬂ: cacpa.armyd

nes Esperon Jt recalled how “Tiny was corm-
Tmitted and effective in performing his task.”
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affected by the worsening armed conflict learn to play
rez. Eootball for Peace, held at Eddwin Andrews Air
Mindanao Command, Perez, who was shot

WARRIOR, PEACEMAKER Children
s ULE ALPALASNGQUIRER MNDANAG .

football, thanks to the efforts of Lt. Col. Tiny Pe
- Base in Zamboanga City,is hosted by the Western
- dead on june 19, will be buried at Libingan ng mga Bayani on Sunday.
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. #He was behind the successful neutral-

. ization of Abu Sayyaf during the 2001
- crackdown it Basilan,” Esperon, then
" brigade commander of the 103rd Infantry
* Brigade in Basilan, said. . -

" I 2002, Perez was made the command-
ing officer of the intelligence unit of the 1st
Infantry Division, but in between 2003 to
2005 and 2008, he served as one of the
cloge-in security aides of Esperon.. = -

. Esperon was the commanding general of

“the Philippine Arfy and later the Armed
' For_c"s:gofthe’ Phﬂipp’i_ge_?' f_higf@fstaff__- e

‘Everyone wanted Tiny’ = . -
- Perez was the favorite of the top officials,
particiilarly by colonels and generals.

“He always find ways and you never hear

- him complain. Everyone wanted Tiny,” said

one of Perez’s classmates in the PMA, who
did not want to be identified.

When Esperon retired from military ser-
vice, Perez brought his family to Spain for
his schoaling. Qver the yeatlong stay i
Spain, Perez made some reatizations and
vowed to bring changes in his approaches
in the war against Abu Sayyaf.

T 2011-2012, a tamer, .

_Perezreturned. . ..

 He once told the INoURER that he found
an effective way to eliminate Abu Sayvyaf in
Basilan.

_Asked how, Perez said “I will get all the
kids, even children of the Abu Sayyaf and
1 will lure them to stay with me, play soc-

_cer or football with me, read books or
_ watchmovies with me orIwill bring them.

Perez said fighfing the Abﬁ 'S.a.yyaf in the
battlefront “may lead to more bandits. We

- did that in the past, I am back and we still

face the same problem, except this time,
they are children of our enemies.”

He then introduced football to the chil-
dren in conflict areas and they instantly
ioved it. Many of the children he had lured
into football also returned to school.

“you see, plucking out one child from a

family of ASG (Abu Sayyaf Group) then

bring him to travel, et fiim play football

iore fatured

representing Basitan and meet other
children and see him off to school, it’s
like winning the war against ASG hun-
dredfold,” Perez proudly said during the
Football for Peace held in the province in
May 2015, . ' <

Dedeth Saacito, executive director of
Nagdilaab Foundation Inc. in Basilan, said,
“Tiny is like a father to young generation of
Basilan, he brought education and intro-
duced football that has become favorite of
the youth of Basilan.” - - ;

stayed with him. “He produced scholars
and looked {or sponsors so children can
coptinue their education. He even availed

of loans so he ¢an buy uniforms for foot-|
‘ball players and send them to playiti Mani- |

la,” Suacito said.

His son, Renzo Perez}pl'ayé for La Salle 3

" Peres adopted some childrer, some -

Green Hills and Dragons-Global FC U17 in

the United Football League.

Peace efforts

In-early 2012, Perez also started leg-

work in Basilan, bringing the Moro Islam-
ic Liberation Eront (MILF) Hadji Dan As-

_ tiawi (114th BIAF) and-the - 104th-Army .
" Brigade under Gen. Charlie Galvez, into
“the peacetable.” T

He was able to bring War'fin'g. MILF and
the MNLF to work together against Abu
Sayyaf, says Al Barka Mayor Darussalam

Ladjid.
He was also part of the campaign that put
down two notorious foreign terror-,

ists-Mohammad Khattab _and - Najib

Frussin. aka “Abu Annas.” ‘He-also helped.

other umits in Basilan in locating bomb-
making facilities, particularly the ome in
Mohammad Ajul.

perez was shot dead just outside his
house in Barangay Guiwan here. He was
46,
Perez’s wife Florie May said, “Tiny had be-
come so engrossed in his advocacy, that ev-
ery single project, he treated it Hke his own.”

“e loved Basilan so much, the people,
the communities, the food, the culture,”
she said.
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Fior cmdd nm‘ beheve She was free

Man’tes Flor woke up in..
disbelief when she was roused -
- kingstad.

Duterte said the negonators :
managed to secure the freedom.
of Flor.

PDetails on how Flor was

by her captor, who pushed her
‘and iintied her feet.

L 1Gising, gising. ihahatid k:fa _:.:.

"(Wake up, wake up.’I am go-

ing to accompany you) Plor'f_'
. -quoted her Abu Sayyaf cap- .
tor a8 saying, as she narrated . .

. events leading to her release

" to president- -elect Rodrigo

- Duterté yesterday. :

" Flor attended the turnover

of command ceremony of the

- Davao City Police with Duterte

- ag guest of honor.

" Flor'was released from cap-

* tivity by the Abu Sayyaf a
‘week after her Canadian boy-

friend was beheaded by the

'-_ ganmen

Florwas among four peopleﬂ_'_

"_abduc:ted hine months ago by

the Abu Sayyaf from Samal

“island tesort.

.. Flor’s partner, Robert Hall,

_ was beheaded after a ransom
deadline lapsed last week and

~following a similar killing of

. the other Canadian ]ohn Rids- -1

del'm April. .

- The fate of Norweglan hos-
tage Kjartan Sekkingstad, who
- was abducted along with the
" three, remained unknown.
- The Abu Sayyaf is demanding
a P300 million ransom for his
‘release..

The Abu Sayyaf turned over
Flor through an emissary and
brought her to the house of
Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan II
before she was turned over to
the custody of the military’s
Joint Task Force Sulu early
vesterday.

During the turnover cer-
emony, Duterte revealed the
efforts to free Flor and Sek-

By ROEL PARENO
and EDITH REGALADO

released were not immediately
known but sources said P50

million was paid by negoha—'

tors to the bandits. .
The rarisom money was

intended to secure the release

of Sekkingstad not of Flor,
sources said.
" “The negotiators were dou-

* ble-crossed by the bandits,”

the source said, referring to a
non-government organization
based in Sulu that nego’mated

“gzaﬂ hostage. .

‘The ‘source said the NGO
was commissioned by the
family of Sekkm%stad and
by Norwegian authorities to
negotiate for the release.

At the task force headquar-
ters, Flor narrated her ordeal in

the hands of the Abu Sayyaf...

‘Flor said there were several

fimes that she was beaten by

her guards.

Flor said they were con-
stantly on the move, trekkmg
through several areas in the
mountains of Sulu to evade the
pursuing government troops.

“We always march at night.
Often it was so dark and |
never knew the places we have
been,” she said.

Flor said they were always
handcuffed by their captors
to prevent them from escap-
ing whenever they sensed the
troops were closing in.

Flor turned emotional in
narrating her nine-month or-

" deal, especially durmg the
. last few days before Hall was
- beheaded by their captors.

“ can’t be strong and can't- :

hold it with the experience 1.

rience I went through with my

~ have in nine months, the' expe-"

fiancée for eight months yethe -

painful,” she’ said.

was beheaded. It was really -

Flor said she was not aware

that she would be freed until
she was separated from Sek-
kingstad the other day.

Flor said she only found
out that she would be freed
when the leader of the bandit
group woke her and tO'Id her
to hurry up.

“1 was not afraid. I z‘eaﬂy

: .-'_beheved they were going to'set
" me free,” Flor said in Filipino.

- The next thing she knew;’
she was dropped off in front
of the Sulu governor’s house
early in the morning.

She was then flown to the
Western Mindanao Command
(Wesmincom) headquarters in

_.Zamboanga City where she
inderwent. medical checktip

and stress debriefing.

Flor narrated the incidents
surrounding Hall’s beheading.

Although she did not ac-
tually see how the bandits
cut Hall's neck, Flor said she
witnessed how the bandits
dragged him away from her.
She said from a distance, she
had sensed that they had al-
ready killed him.

“Masaya sila kung may pinu-
gutan sila ng ulo (They're happy
when they behead someone),”
Flor said of the incidents when
the two Canadians were killed
separately. — With Jaime
Laude, Aurea Calica :
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Flor ﬁ“eed
as Ro:
VOWS to
get Abus

HER CAPTORS roused Marites |

Flor before dawn, and ordered

herto pack up, telling her, “Yc%z

are going home,”

Flor, held hostage for nine
.months by the notorious bandit
group Abu Sayyaf in strife-torn
Mindanao, was released from
captivity in Sulu on Friday a
week . after her Canadian
boyfrzend was beheaéed by the
gunmen -

Flor’s partner Robert I—Iaﬂ

“was beheaded affer a ransom
deadline lapsed last week, fol-
lowing a similar killing of the
other Canadian hostage, John
Ridsdel, in April.

President-elect Rodrigo Du-
terte, who will take his cath of
office’ on Thursday next week, .
“sgid the time woukd come when
he would have to confront the

Abu Sayyaf.
“There will be a time that I
FLOR/ A5
From page Al

will have to confront the Abu
Sayyaf,” Duterte said after
meeting Flor. “The kidnapping
must stop.”

Officials maintained that
no ransom was paid, but a
source said the Abu Sayvaf re-
ceived P20 million to release
Fior.

Commurica-

Presidential mr
tions Secretary Herminio Colo-
ma Jr. and military officials wel-

comed Flor's release, -and
vowed continuing operations
against the militant group.
 “We affirm the position taken
by the AFP (Armed Forces of the
Philippines) in welcoming the
release of Ms Marites Flor and
reiterating its firm determina-
tion to cofitinte ongoing opetra-
tions to Bring about the safe re-
turn of all remaining hostages,”
Coloma said.

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,
spokesperson for the AFE said
the safe release of the other
captives remained a “vital ob-
jective of continuing military
and law enforcement opera-
tions” against the Abu Sayyaf.

Flor was freed in Sulu, a
southern archipelago known
as a hideout of the bandits, the

~ioeal -palice ~chief; wilfredo..

Cayat, .told Agence France- -
Presse. .

. Cavat did not give detaﬂs on
the circumstances of her release
except that she was dropped off
outside the house of local politi-
cian Abdusakur Tan on Jolo, the
mam,zslanci in Sulu.

~ Jesus. Dureza, a politician

~~from -the-areaand “incoming -

presidential adviser on the
peace process, told Agence
France-Presse he negotiated
with the kidnappers on behalf
of Duterte to win Flor’s re-
lease.
. “She told me her captors
roused her at dawn and or-
dered her to pack up, telling
her, ‘You are going home”
Dureza added. ;
Dureza later accompanied
Flor on a private jet to the
southern city of Davao for a
meeting with Duterte.

poe
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Later tallting with reporters

~ in Davac City, Dureza said no

direct negotiations took place
between the Abu Sayyaf and the
incoming administration.

. “There was no negotiation
'in'the sense that we did'not
get people to talk [with
them]. But [Gov.] Sakur Tan
helped,” he said.

Dureza said no money was gav-
enin exchange for Flor's release.

A source’
Sayyaf group under a certain

sdid an Abu

Mujer Yadah got P20 millien:

to release Flor and turn her'

over to Tan.

Dureza insisted mo ransom

was paid and attributed the re-
lease of Flor to his and Duterte’s
common friends. He did not
identify who these were.

Flor told reporters she had no
idea she would be freed any-

time. When they removed her

blindfold on Thursday for the
first time in weeks, they never
rold het shgwould be relegsed:
- “T didn't know I was to be
freed,” she said. “I wanted to
thank Sir Dureza, Sakur Tan,
and especially the newly elect-
ed President Duterte.”

Flor’s mother, Flordeliza, said
that while her family was happy
about her release, they grieved
over the death of Hall.

“Fierdeliza credited Du;:erte'" e e

for the release of Flor “We
would like to extend our grati-
tude to Mayor (Duterte),” said
Flordeliza, “It is sad that he was
not in office (as President) yet
when Hall was killed,” she said.

Dureza said Flor would be
taken home to Bukidnon so
she could” be reunited with
her family.

The fate of Norwegian
hostage Kjartan Sekkingstad,
who was abducted along with
Flor and the Canadians, re-

“mained unknown.

The four were seized in
September from yachis at a
tourist resort on Samal Island,
about 500 kilometers to the
west of Sulu. Reports from
Nikko Dizon, Julie Aurelio in
Manila; Karlos Manlupig and
Julie Alipala, Inguirer Min-
danao; and AFP and Reuters

5, 5295
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President-elect Rodrigo Duterte has waded into the

Abu Sayvyaf crisis,

tage Marites Flor and vowin i
- after P50 million was paid for

i dow'twant fo pick a fight

‘with anybody, but there will be
-a time: ] have to confront Abu

_Sayyaf. It's not yet forthcom-

“ing,” Duterte said yesterday
during the turnover ceremony

" Duterte confirmed that ne-
“ gotiations were held to secure
" the release of Flor, who was

xites in Davao. City. .. .

at the Davao City Police Office.

- “Theijr kidnapping must
stop.lthas givenusa verybad
“image,” he added. “There will
be'a reckoning one of these:

terte €

present during the turnover

' "We were able’to negotiate -
for the release of Marites Floz,” -

“Duterte aanounced. o

. “Instrumental in the release -

- was (incoming) secretary Jesus

Dureza, Even (Sulu) Gover-

securing the release of Filipina hos-

g a day of “reckoning.”- -

a Norwegian captive. Instead

of the Norwegian, howeves,

it was Flor who was released.

“ Florwas among fourpeople

CRidsdel m Aprilis o e

“not Abdusakur. Tan.{II) also .-

helped,” Duterte added. -
There are uhconfirmed fe-

_pgri_:_g--ﬂ}_at Flor was rel_eaged o

* kidnapped nine months agoby
the Abu Sayyaf from a Samal

island resort. . -

- Her partnet, 'Canadi'." Rob- '

ert Hall, was beheaded after a

“fansom deadline lapsed last
_week and following a similar
“Kiltirig of fellow Canadiian John -

- The fate of Norwegian hos-

“fage Kjartan Sekkingstad is.
unknown. The Abu Sayyaf .
18 demanding a P300-million.
ransom for his release. - -
Duterte said efforts are un-

_derway to free Sekkingstad. -

. “We have negotiated for

their release, but only Flor was’
freed and I understand the
.. rough seas prevented the Nor-

wegian from being released,”

. Turnto Page 8
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reiterated his 3 ‘warning f:o the .
Abu Sa

. ping by the Abu Sayyaf
© - Last month, gunmen k1d~-

D u&@ ﬂe From Page ' e a napped four Indonesian sailors,

7 and shot and
The offxcial revealed the and shot and wounded O-'HE.

..kldnappers belonged:to the:: crg_v_vme_rnber ofatu

Muktadil brothers group

- He said the gunmen on two -

speedboats 1ntercepted the " i

Indonesian tugboat.- ;

hat . Th cn'alsaldthegumn ;
i mﬁ:laﬂy selzed three crewmen -

Duterte sa1d ' s
i Hesaid he is hopeful Sek-= :
; -'klngﬁtad WﬂI be reieased 501
g e

Feri Arifin, ‘chief ‘erigineer 1 M= 20

“hammad Mahbrur Dahri and

af to burrender and - assistantengineer Bdy Suryono.
i . The giinmen fled with their

aptives and came back g,

to seize the icrew of TK Robby - L

During the eve

'Whﬂe Duterte spoke of
st the Abu Sayyaf,

o dent of kidnapping inv lv-
- ing Indonesian arew of a ship
- Indonesian Foreign Minister.

- Retno Marsuda told-- reporters. -

- 152, whichwas bemg towed by :
TB Charles. :

o Accerdmg to secumty of-'----"-

fxciéls Anfm reportedly manv Iane'for

~earlier. this yé

: Thursday afternoon, the ofher o suspectéd ‘o have::tzes

Suli: Sea _area, a ma]or sea traffic
World_::s__top thermai:

) ’..:fg_ro ' ps;-

{- crewmembers also managed to
3’_3.contact their respective families

.and _;nfqr:_m_ed_ them of the inci-"

hosfages, Marsudisaid.
- 'The kidnapping of the In—

donesmn satlors occurred ust .

- before the Abu Sayyaf released -_;:
A secuntv ofﬁaai saud p1-_
" rates linked with the Abi
‘Sayyaf ‘abducted the ‘seven
Indonesians from tugboat TB
Charles 001 while sailing to
Indoriesia on Monday.
* The official said the abduc-
tion was confirmed after the
victims started calling their
agency and their respective
families that the Abu Sayyafis
demariding 20 mﬂlmn rmgglt
as 1ansom.

10 them for * safekeepmg
_ Clueless .

Armed Forces spokesman' E
" 'Brig Gen: Restituto Padilla i
said they are still vemfymg the___ :
“reported abduction.:
“We have yet t6 get d1rect'

and solid information regard-
ing this kidnapping incident.
The validation of this reportis
stili ongoing,” he said.
Western Mindanao Com-
mand (Westmincom) spokes-
man Maj. Filemon Tan Jr. said
they are still verifying the

reports while troops have been -
. _alerted on the Iatest kidnap-. -

FNRT et 1B GG A e g s

& : ~ moving Mgboa’cq because they:
' _Indonesmns were turned 07_’91_' - canno longer penetrate resorts
' -'._and coastal towns in Malay~

. sia’s éastern Sabah qtate' due

to increased security. s
Last year, Malays1an -Ber-'
nard Then was: Kidnapped.

- from a‘seasidé restaurant in

Sabah; about 300 kilometers
from Jolo, the Abu Sayyaf's
stronghold. He was later killed
by the bandit group. :
The rise of sea hl}ackmgs
prompted Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines and Malaysia to agree
last month to carry out coor-
dinated patrols to secure the
region’s busy waterways.

- However, coordinated pa- 5
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::the ri

trols are yet to get underway

.. The International Maritime -,

Bureau (IMBY's Kuala Lumpur-
based Piracy Reporting Center

said the shipping community-

had’ expressed concern over
> 10 attacks:

er embassies routinely issue:
warnings against fraveling to

“ southern Philippines because”
of the risk of being abducted
-'b the Abu Sayyaf. :
_ In the past, Abu’ Sayyaf tias
~ mainly-targeted tourists as-

) ny We stern and oth—.’- -_they cart demand hlgh ransom

“for foreigners.

In a bid to cﬁrb k1d:nap-

“pings, Malaysia has‘imposed
a temporary ban on the trade
. route between Sabah and the
‘southiern Philippines.’ ~ With'
'Roel Parefio, Edith Regalado,

]eume Laude, Reuters
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sfs say $40 billion worth of -cargo
pals?;ré?}éarougﬁ the Sulu Sea_every_r yeas, in-
duding supertankers from the Indian Ocean
' that cannot use iHe crowded Malacca Serait .
- Marsudi said-eatlier the seven Indonesians
were kidnapped by two. different axm:;i
groups in-attacks on 2 tughoat towing a coa .

ge and that ‘the government

B
AKAR T v a halton N ourteeh ns v ducted In.
ﬁgix}ii‘iﬁ; . tb'-{tlie_ Phth WO sepg'}fa_t_é'assauits on }:ui‘goa‘ss_ m March
eould Secure its waters after pril, siai Navy Instructedas
focoud e SV STt v 0 g PO
kidnapped, the latest in a string ters near mesout}‘iernP 'ppmﬂ‘o r'.w:is' i
of abductions. S Filipino captive Ps.flanmtes o s et
~ Philippine authorities could . jeased at dawn on Fndayhnearlslaﬂ 4 of Jolo
not. immediately ‘confirm, the the governor of tk}e sout gm 11 o e
hostage-taking but said a Fil- and was undergoite am_? 1c:¢\ne e
ipino woman held since Sep--. emilitary hospital, the Phi f;ppl mysaic.
tember was freed on Friday by Flor was abductefi gm g‘an o
“the Abu-Sayyaf,-_a_]:gndip_.gzqqp_:__; o _S_EFPt_F‘-mb?F_ along with a;la ; 15
that has amassed tens of mil- Hall, who was beheaded Of JURE T00, Lo
lions - of “doliars from kidnap-. . There Wg_s;_nomformaﬁé}g on: o
 pings for ransom. - FN -was freed or'lf?ransom}}a .a?\in-pliﬂé%nbﬁ
: It was unclear whether the “Ghe is physwally OK,” sai ‘1‘?]&3 WéSt— .
sailors were takenl by the Abt - Tam, & SPOKeSpErson for the mn a vest-
| INDONESIA/AS - ern Mindanao Command. .. o .
. o . Tan said troops were checking reports of
the seven Indonesians being kidnapped. . |
SRR T Alarmed at the frequency of attacks, port l
Frompagel oo Lk - auchorities in some areas gfk}dfngslaf g?ﬁ;—--_ :
g:&f&g hich has beheaded two Canadian ﬁggza}ig:e stopped issuing PELmiLs 10 ships. -
deadlines zzsszedc ent weeks after ransom taking coal to the southern Phlhppme;nem
The grogp is stéll holdi » Philippipe ofﬁcmls sa}d th.e govz; e
men and Ja ing Malaysian sea- was working t0 deal with pxr_atlzy and coal
panese, Dutch and Norwegians. fmporters could tap ?Lher supp 1?55, |
i would push up-costs o consumers. |
s{;ﬁmdzg::ineis ‘. o ‘”I‘hege vw‘]}ba additional tranjgor;\;\ﬁ scizsst:;) z
Sue is concerned that piracy in the if the coal will come from Ausiralie. or' sz
» a major sea traffic corridor for the that means addirionel costS, said Rino Aba

world’s top thermal! coal exporter, could-
rezich levels previously seen in Somatlia.
The moratorium on coal exports to the

Philippines will be extended until there is a hold coordinated partols in futue 19 euters
guarantee for security from the Philippines

o region’s busy waterways. - Reuters
government,” Indonesian Foreign Minister theres i EECA
Retmo Marsudi told reporters. T T

‘ Indonesia supplies 70 percent of the Philip-
pines’ coal import needs, which Indonesian

data shows stood at about 15 million tons
worth around $800 million, last year, ’

from the Philippine Department of Energy.
The rise of sea hijackings pron}pted Indone-
sia, the Philippines and Malaysia to agree 0
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that piracym the Sul S_e_a ares, amajorse ttraffic - Indon
lane fortheworld’s top thermalcoal exp' d - . repor

She sald ; ehgackmgswerec ut by ty
: dlfferent armed’ groups:in attacks :
towmg & coal- 'carrymg barge o
Sxx of the

ernment will try a
:-_Marsudxsaid o e
- Up te 18 Indonesians and Malaymam were kid-

e napped in three atticks on tughoats earlier this
-year in Philippine waters by groups suspected
“ of ties to the Abu Sayyaf militant network. All 14
ndones1an citizens were later released. -
‘The Philippine mzht&ry has said the 1k
~tants have'been targeting foreign crew of
1 'slow-movmg tughoats because they can no

longer penetrate resorts and coastal towns
in Malaysia's eastern. Sabah state due te in-
creased secumty

- The rise of sea hxjaclnngs prompted Indo—
nesxa the Philippines and- Malaysia to .agree
‘last month'to carry out coordinated pat ois to
_ _secure the region’s busy Waterways e
. 'However, coordmated patrols are yet to get
' underway : L :

I

] . :
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Joie Nancuwcunans P anaracans TAoALoG sa Bansa

F8.00

~Intemal security, mas dapat -
nsa AFP modernization

e tutuka

nihayag ni incominig Armied Forces

of the Philippinies (AFF) Chief Lieutenant -

General Ricatdo Visayana mahalagang
tutukan samodernisasyon ng militar ang
pagbili ng mpga gamit para sainternal”
security operations kaysa pagdepensa
satertoryo. " " ’
Ang pahayag i Visaya ay bilang
suporta sa sinabi kamakailan i President-
; elect Rodrigo Duterte n2 ‘pagsasayang -

Jang ng pera ang paghili ng bansa g mga
fighter jet mulasa South Korea. .

“The modernization will contiriue

but he (Duterte) would ke to start,

“to strenghten the internal operations

capability,” ani Visaya.
Kebilang samgaito
sopistikadong helicopterna makalilipad
kahit sa gabi, at mga fastcraft. :
Kaugnay nito, inihalimbawa ni Visaya

ang paghilingmga

ang kabﬁguaﬁ ng militarna ma_'ﬁ'z.zb'di '
ang mga dumuket. sa dalawang
Canadjan, isang Norwegian at isang -

Pinay sa isang resortsa Samal Isldnd
_ fioohg Setyembre 2018, - oo

~*Gayunman, sinabi ni Visaya na

magpapataloy angupgrade sa extérnal

‘defense ng bansa dahil naaprubahan

na ang mga programa para rito at
kinukumpleto na kang, gaya ng mga

fighter jet na may 10 pa ang ide-

deliver. .- . Aaron Recuenco
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Defense chwf lauds

ot

n@ﬂﬁg&ry ﬂpgg‘& ! @ By JAIME LAUDE

Ouigoing Detense Secretary
Vollaire Gazmin lauded yestler-
day the Aquino administration
for fully backing the Armed
Forces” vapability upgrade.

He will step down on June
30, the day President Aquino
ends his six-year term.

His successor is Delfin
Lorenzana, a relired Army
general.

Spedhing before Army
troops who tendered a testi-
monial for him at the parade
grounds m Taguiy City ves-
terday, Gazmin said he was
happy to say that through
the sirong support of Presi-

~dent Aquino, the military has
gained significant progress

in the implementation of the
Capability Upgrade and Mod-
ernization Program.

“Fe effected the release of
Pol. 14 bilion from July 2010 to
April 2016 and extended to the
Philippine Army its modest
share from the implementation
of the said program,” he said.

Under the Aquino adminis-
tration, the Army has acquired
114 unity of MTI3AZ armored
personnel carriers obtained
through the US Excess Defense
EDA program, Gazmin said.

The Army's procurement
of armored and mobility as-
sets and field equipment also
resulled in the acquisition of
six units of APCs and Armored

Recovery Vehicles [rom lsrael,
120 units of field ambulanc-
es, varivus types of military
trucks, 63,286 units of M4
assault rifles, including the
requirements of the Marines,
and various types of taclical
radio equipment.

Gazmin [old the assembled
troeps thal the Army stands Lo
benefit from certain military
projects that are now either in
contracl implementation stage
or in process of procurement.

However, the tale of these
projects foe Lhe Army or Lhe
entire Armed Forces remains
to be known under the ag-
ministration of president-elect

Rodrigo Duterle, whe is high-
v vocal sgainst the defense
acquisition of FASU lead-in
~fighter trainer supersonic jels,

However, Gazmin said he is
glad that the Army is already
headed 10 a state of profes-
sional modernity with its acti-
vation in 2011 of the Philippine
Army Mulit-Seclor Advisory
Board. '

“}am pussessed wiilia i léé_;}l
clegree of optimism and ook
up to the accomplisbinuent ot
the Army vision,” he said

"By 2028, a world-class
army Hhat 15 a source of na-
tronal pride. As § spueak be-
fore vou now, our combatants

-
i
i
1
i
H
i
£

1

Gazmin

conbinae to enpave witle the
erehiy i the conduen ol major,
oy and sanatl unit opera-
Hons against convmunists and

' terrorists groups, and other

lawless elements throughout
- Gazmin said the Philippin
Army of today always dem-
- onstrated outstanding courage
and determination to fight and
defeat the enemies of the re-
public, whoever they may be.
. "I depart from our defense
department on June 30, 2016
contented and pleased that
I am leaving behind my en-
deared institutions, the Phil-
ippine Army, the immortal
monument of courage and
patriotism in the defense of our
citizenry and their treasured
social and democratic ideals,”
he said. '
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o ..outgomg ‘Defense. : Secretary
-~ Voltaire Gazmin highlighted the".-:-' X
~Aqhind administration’s-efforts Dunng a tesnmonzai rewew
- to 'modernize  the: military, at the Philippine Army ‘head-
e e R B TR quarters -in:-Fort ' Bonifacio ‘on
. Friday, Gazmin stressed the mil-
itary’s “significant progress” in
Jits'capability upgrade and mod-
ernization.

“Like you, as an Army man
myself, I am possessed with a
high degree of optimism and
Iook up to the accomplishment
of Army Vision: By 2028, a
world-class Army that is a
source of national pride,” the

" AS HE began biddin farewell,

Gazmin will be bowing out
of the Department of National
Defense ot June 30 as the Cabi-

~ net of President- elect Rodrigo
““Duterte- assumes c}fﬁce that-_--;

day.

He willbe replaced by retzred
military Gen. Delfin Lorenzana,
Duterte’s appointee.

. After a 32-year military ca-

- reer which ended in his retire-
ment as Army chief in 2000,
Gazmin served as ambassador
to Cambodia before his ap-
pointment as Aquino’s defense
secretary in 2010,

In his speech during the
Army's honors for him, Gazmin

" cited the P60.14 billion which

the Aquino administration allo-
cated for the military’s modern-
ization program whmh also

beriefited the Army. -

Some of the Army’s recent ac-
quisitions were 114 M113A2 ar-
mored personnel carriers from
the United States, six APCs and
four armored recovery vehicles
from Israel, 120 field ambu-
lances, mobility trucks, 63,286
M4 assault rifles, and tactical
racio equipment.

The outgoing defense secre-
tary noted that the Army wilt be
the beneficiary of future capa-

" bility upgrades which are in the

. _._71~year-olci ciefense secreta;:y

: :seuci

contract implementation or
procurement stage.

© Helauded the Army for itS ac-
compi:shments against commu-

_-nistspterrofist groupsandother oo

lawiess ‘elernents; as-well asits -
role in humanitarian assistance
and disaster Iesponse durmg
calamities.

His mother unit, he adciec}“v
was also.active in civic projects
through its Army engineer
brigades engaged in the con~
seruction and repairs of roads,
school buildings, water sys-
tems, electrification platforms,
health centers and other infras-
fructure projects. -
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LEGAZP] - CITY—AEbay
hosts a new round of joint
humenitarian .. partner-
ship program on: June 27
to July 11, involving some

1,000 ttoops from: the TS
Navy and Australian: Navy,
cand. the: _
- world'slargest’ hospltal shxp o

ameng others,

the USNS Mercy. .

" Diubbed Paczﬁc Partner~ _:.

ship,” the program started
during "the "2004 Indian
Ocean’ earthquake and its
consequent  deadly - tidal
waves or tsunami, Pacific
Partnership features an an-
nuaj-deployment of forces
from the US Navy’s Pacific
Fleet in cooperation with
regional governments.

The activity in Albay is

~underthe auspices’ of ‘the"
the Phﬁzppzne US Mutual'

%The

i Defense Treaty Themsmng
troops will be joined by the
Philippine Navy 'in South
Luzon, and will be-received

- by Albay Gov. Joey Salceda

June 27,

region’s military forces and

: govemments, needed duy- -

Jing disaster relief -opera-
tions, and at the same time
deliver humanitarian and
engineering assistance ‘to
local stakeholders, - :

He said Pacific Part-
nership also opens up

an opportunity for Al-
“bay . to show off ifs eco-
"tourlsm Wealth bemg 2

in cerepfonies. at the Albay .
el i

'Astrodome here ity on":__'_

Salceda sald Pamf Part-":-
_ nership provides an oppor—'_ '
- tunity to enhance goodwill

and coeperatlon among the . aster’ résiliency ‘with

Gréen Ecenorm prograt

Page: m

est growmg global totr- -
ism destination’ in ths"
country. Albay, a Unesco’

World: Bmsphere Rzderve.
is'itselfa UN global mod:
Chmate 1371}

The world’s Targest hos-

'pltai ship,’ USNS - Mercy,
Serves as the centerpicce of
_the humarnitarian’ activity,

Equipped with ‘state-of-"

.. the-art - medical  facilities,

its' medical personnel with
local troops, will treat some
4,000 local Jpatients aboard

_the ship and in des1gnated
.areas around the provmce

[/
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What happened
m our mlhtary'?

'-'A FRONT PAGE photo in the
INOUTRER: ‘yesterday ghHowed 1n-
. donesian President Joko Wido-
do standinig besidea gun turret
“on the deck of an Indoneman
: _Navy shlp R
i THat™ phot{:n, reieased by
Rxaut:ers ‘wa$ intended to’ show
China that Indonesia was Teady
 to do battle with the military gi-
Canttin order to protect 1ts
'soverezgnty
- The  Indonesian Navy siup
looked new and spick-and-span
the way a Navy ship should ook,
- As somebody who grew up in

f‘19S€}s tll the late

B mﬂztary envnfonment from the

E
3
:
R
ko
b
¥
H

DAFC-47 - (cargo). planes
shuttled between Nichols {now

“Allatnor) Air Base ‘and different
‘bases in the cowiy, ‘transport-.
“ing’ soldlers and even then -
_-'pendents : ;

PAF’s' glant Hercules am‘ fti

¥

whach were very ‘new in"the:
1960s,” were used mamly fog-
transportmg troops and equzp‘-*

miefit.”

~The Phihppmes had so many
Air Force planes and helicopters
and ‘Navy warships and ‘patro}
eraft that they were hard to
count with one’s fmger no ex
aggeratmn S

PAF g Biue :

2608, 1 couié only
_shake my head- in
~disappointment as I
- compared our Philip-
“pine’ Navy '(PN) .to '
the ‘other navies in
Soﬂtheast Asia,

- We now ‘have .a’

'Force
N fact, we pracﬂ

' cally have a Navy Ramon Tulfo

b What happened'?
Why is the Armed Fotces oﬁ

with no ships and an
air foree with no planes.

But back-in the "50s and "60s,
we had plenty of naval ships.

We had the best Navy and Air
Force it Asiz, second to Japan.

Although PN ships were
hand-me-downs from the Unit-
ed States they were relatively
new as World War 11 had ended
only a decade or two earlier.

PN ships patrolied our seas un-
chalienged. Philippine Air Force
(PAF) jets and propeller-driven
planes proudly flew our skies.-

squadron was the envy of our

Asian neighbors.

. During a turbulent penod m
an African nation in the early
‘60s, PAF fighter pilots were:
sent to augment the United Na-

the Philippines the most under-+
equipped military force in the
Asian region?

Aside from being cotrupt, our:
past leaders didn’t have fore-:
sight.

- peacekeepmg forceL

H

-'eqmpment wemneed::

swer the chalienge

Page: A"!(

Our-past Jeaders

didr’t thirk of buy-

‘ing “modern-armsk

because the country:.

‘was too dependent: .

“on the US which had:

two nilitary bases—;

Clark and Subic—in:

’ thé"c’btintf'y"th:eﬂ:i i

~The' budget for’

arris ‘went into the:

' pockets ‘of - ofﬁmais;

in"the past adminig-

‘trations " becaus&,g-

-anyway, there “were ~second-:

hand military eqmpment from:
Clark and Subic. :

- If corruption is ‘eliminated: org
at least minimized in the incom-:
ing administration of Dlgongr»
Duterte, as he has promised,:
then the country will be able tot
buy all the mﬂ:tary arms andl

i F
i 1‘_

‘Perhaps PN shlps a,nd'-'

‘Foree “planes will beable tol -

proucﬂy patrol out sa@s and
sldes.: =

- And, if our Warships and aur-
craft are challenged within our:
territory, we will be able to an—

LRI CRE

Judge Raphael B. Yrastorza I

retired on March 3 this year
after he suffered a stroke:

He depends on charitable
foundations for his medica-
tion and rehabilitation.

How long will Yrastorza
and his family have to wait be-
fore the Supreme Court’
grants him bis retirement and
disability benefits?
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Foreign policy

and national growth

AS'WE mark 118 years of independence this month, to bé

“simply a spectator is to be either a ‘wastrel or 4 rascal; or

both; amid a strong motivation to engage ini facile‘algebraby -
' sithstituting “aligned” and “nonaligned” for our terms. Prec
- cisely because of the trauma-inducing issues-of our foreign

~relations—most  especially over . the “territorial * dispute

 with China in the South China Sea—it is our dutytoTeassert .

“the . principles -
- anid -considerations
“that™" " transcend
outtimes. u . L R R
The " primordia -
andlﬁighﬂst goal of Reynaldo V. Silvestre
otr - homeland is N
natienal survival. But there is a great and difficult distance
between goals and their attainment: A nation-state is always
confronted by the necessity of simultaneously fighting on
two fronts—the internal needs of its soclety and its external

relations with other nations.

7 {ntefnalproblems-consistof the s‘ocia_ﬁﬁﬁb_a'l__a'_qce }Sétw'eez_i_: .
‘the affluent few and the impoverished many, leading tos0: - -

““cial discontent and injustice. Théy find expression in-rebels.
lion, dissidence and secessibnism. Poor roads and bridges td
serve as arteries of commerce; pitiful irrigation, rural electri-

fication, flood control and related physical requirements; di-
version of limited resources for the maintenance of public or-
der and its territorial integrity-—all these limit the citizenry’s
options in achieving a better life, ' O :

“ Our best hope lies in the use of the éta_te’_é concentrated '
- powet, to-determine the priorities and allocate Tesourcesact.. .
“cordingly, given the historic greed of the-economic elite’that ™~

has thwarted the national puwrpose. .~ -

What is not clear is the necessary connection between our

internal and external problems and between our internal
and external solutions.
- The universe has become an interdependent unit, in
which we must exist at peace with all. A fall in copper prices
in the London Exchange drastically changes the lives of thou-
sands of miners from Benguet to Surigao. A great sugar hars
Yest in Lowisiana can lead to misery among sugar plantation
workers from Batangas to Negros, as our sugar may not be
able to sell. Since our coconut oil production is dependenton
European and Ametrican buyers, a drop in their consumption
as they find substitutes will force bleak lives on thousands of
coconut farmers. _ ‘

Hence, to be tied to one market, as we have been in the
past, is to be tied to one ideology and to be at the behest of
one patron. We must return as payment for his patronage the
self-respect of our people for his foreign policy and cur blood
for his wars. To be the friend of only one is to risk the conr

tempt and the enmity of ali others.

- We IHHSt . TRt S LRI
- .. We need not belabor the absolute necessity of a prosper- -
* ous économy. Nothing disarms insurgents, secessionists and:
- gebels more effectively than national prosperity. Tt is glorious
" "to be rich, as proclaimed by the Chinese commtiriist premiet.;
.- Deng Xiaoping. ;.\ e ' Ea i

Foreign policy then is a major instrument to achieve do- -
mestic objectives and is crucial in our nation’s fife or death.
Tt affects most critically our economy and security. A policy
of self-reliance is not a choice but a necessity, with fortitude
to do what must be done. We live not as we will, but asi:

 Acpresent; the hotly contested issuc tha
al peace and securrity is the conflict over

" South China Sea, through which a third of global maritime

teade travels: 60 percent of Séuth Korean, Japanese:and Tai-
wariése enérgy supplies and 80 percent of Chinese crude oil

" imiports. Beneath the seabed lie vast oil and gas reserves. . -

Filipinas ~ permanently . lost = Scarborough/Panatag

" Shoal—or Bajo de Masinloc, its Spanish-era naame—to China

in June 2012 when President Aquino ordered two vessels -
from thé Coast Guard and one from the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aguatic Resources, stationed at the shoal southeast of -
Zambales, to rerotite to port: These ships had been anchored -
in the shoal’s lagoon since April to arrest Chinese fishermen

for.illegal:fishing, but.were, prevented by Chinese. surveil-... ..

lance ships.He was advised by Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV that :

£

- Chinese ships circling the shoal had agreed to a “simultane: .

otis withdrawal.” The Philippines agreed to withdraw its
three ships, but China simply reduced its armada of 31 fish:
ing boats and 50 dinghies to three maritime surveillance .
ships, and didn’t withdraw them all together.. i

A a consequence, the Sovereignty dispute was resolved by
Chinia’s effective control over the shoal. it is unlikely to relin-
quish it. It has imposed a 15-nautical-mile perimeter restric-
tion, anid none of our ¥essels has since been able to eriter the
it Totersatioral lrw recbiizes” ce been able 10 enter the.
The federally-funded Center for Naval Anatyses of the US
Navy iy Arlington, Virginia, in its November 2014 report, said
America is unlikely to intervene in the territorial row, unless
Chinese military officials attack elements of our armed forces:
Washington takes no position on sovereignty claims. =

The Philippines was easily duped by the Chinese that they
would withdraw their ships from Scarborough if we did:
They did not. ' oo . "

The Philippines has since lodged a case contesting China’s
tervitorial claim at the United Nations-backed Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague, Sadly, international law
and UN conventions have no immovable weight against
guns, Power in itself legitimizes, notwithstanding the an-
cient maps of Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonio Car-
pio that prove the Philippines’ legitimate claim.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email atith: 0&9%.3@2012@gmaii.com - Telno.

(02) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Servmg:gti@%eople. Securing the land.

celipation as ownership T -




E R e L T ™ LN .
i ? = T TR i e n .
smy Vision By PUFE £ wOriS-GigsE Army INET & SLUTIE o' nalona Driog

k e o neklna DROg

L DOFFICE OF THE ARKY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tei no, (02} 645-8885 Local: 5285, 5208

{

. President-elect ;Rodﬁg_o Duterte’s eatly promiouncement.

“that he'is open 10 bilateral talks with Befjing--a$ he awaits
~ the ruling of the UN tiibunal— uglrs ;W'ell-'fdf'_:ég’ianﬁl'_’s"ta—
' bility and ‘growth, Both countries cotild agree that the disput- -
- ed area titites a common heritage ¢ humankind for

tion and benefit. I demilitarization a¢ 2 3078
ional navigation would'make the'
' ation Agreement, with its..

ori otir imagi-.
exaceetyto zally our people o such a pitch of
. Really s it cannot be subverted. This takes time and re-
- Sources that ¢ancome only from mass prospenity. o
| “Asuite’ diplomacy and a ‘policy of aloofness from. hostile
‘entanglements will give usthe time and resources precious

d to depend up

~ fornational stability and growth

" Reynaldo V. Silvestre, aretired Army colonel, bemedaled officer
and smultiqwarded writer, befongs to Class 1968 of the Van-.
" guard.in UP Diliman. He was teaching political science ar UP

; Manila_;when_called_.m_c;zc;:i?g duty as first lieutenant in 1975.
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Pahina.

: s mangayari i Gen.
- Panalangin ko lang na ‘SADA s4 PAZ-UDO DY
idente ng ating bansa, magiging payapa
sipan.- Masyado ha akong nagugulyhan
basa ko sa dyaryo at papapanood sa-

S ag&gay.pg-ms;u*u_ sons 52
coming Chie “of Staff. ngAFP

Vigayana ituoy Jang angim dfons lahan 52
S mga ﬂb'cléenglgétlpﬁ'kﬂsma,..l}'a-ang--.N?A_ha_ﬁégﬁa’t
_ hindz‘-_n:_agbibigayhg ibang alituntunin ang bagong ad:
" mimistrasyon: Ibig sabihinituloy _lang_hgmga mdato:
Matindi rin pamansila. {magine, homihingi- silaag

 ang paglugis 58 mga rebeldeng grupo-
cace talk S8 ncoming Dutéite administration ond

.# Himdi dapat nagre-relax; ang m - Brigad :
Rattalion Ct}r‘nrinaﬁdérs’rianaka assipn lalo iasa Min-. P alk 0] “Dutette
- danaobagkus v patindibin 'pa'ang’;"_épeiﬂsyon:.l.ab'"a'ri ga themn sa buong kapiitudn og ating bansa ay Baianm
rrga yebeldeng NPA. Magiging mahigpit pa lsio ang - yagpag angr kanilang Operasyo Yy g
ATV labas sa'paggamitngdmgsngmga sun_daid;ayon-f. -"__N&gtatafi{_a_--lamang.__'akp-_-i_c_up_g_-ba it ‘hindi kasa-.
_ pazinkay Li Gen. Visaya. At nagbabila Wi syasa Sa'usapm!g'-jpangl_iapayapaan_ ang NPA? Samasta-
mgd sundaio na huwag manitiiwala s mge sabi.sabi . lang armed groud nila ito. CPP, NDF at pamahalazng
7 e ' o Duterte lang ang aag-imsap? Dapat isama-rin nila.
- ang piommo ng NPA. Baka namian meron din siyang
- jbabahagi _'sa';}lsapan;,Na'x_}g_'sa ganoon naman hindi
' siya Taetsapuwera. “aya tuloy abot-abot an g pagha-
hasik niya ng dilim nang sa°gancon nga naman o
patisin Gin siya. May <arili ring mundo itong NPA.
_Hindi sumusunod sa CPP/NDF Central ‘Commitiee -
Kbl O 2 hire; ayim aloy-tuleypatin:
 ang kanilang opensiba. - -
S P&rﬁ":sa-fak'iﬁ,-'EfCPP—'NDF—'N?A' ay.

agulos ang cusch

; s gl oF mﬂy .ﬂ'l.l.Ya”:'-
. kariyang component. May Kanya-kanyang entity Da~:

" hil hind; sila minsan nagkakatiigmang pamamalakad
. ng kanilang sisterod. Tba ang sinasabi ng: CPENDE -
! at jbaTin ang ginagawa ng NPA. Siyempre agawitl
.. ‘yanng power. ‘Hindi naman nawawala ang struggle
. -of power sa sang Orgamisasyon. e Tl
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“chiefs of the Philippines, Malaysia and
‘Indonesia wound up discussions they

began last month iri Vientiane, Laos. They.
“agreed to.conduct “trilateral maritime

- and ‘air patrols” i their “maritime areas

of common concern,” particulatly in the
Suli: Sea where the three countries share
cborders. o
-..They will establish a working group
that will identify the operational direc-
tions of tri-nation patrols, with each
country putting up a maritime command

center responsible for deploying its mili~

‘tary assets for the patrols.

Rising criminality, piracy,
arnd smuggling in the Sulir Sea are major’
problems, thus the need to enhance col-

 laborative efforts against these concerns.

:ADepartment of Defense statement said

- the detense chiefs “reaffirmed the need,

‘commitment and collective responsibility
ch threats

- 'Other steps agreed on: coordination of

_military activifies on maritime security

and putting up joint military command
posts in specific locations; setting up a
transit corridor — with designated sea
lanes for ships entering the area of com-
mon concern; and establishing a trilateral
database, information and intelligence

_ sharing mechanism.

Although the ministerial-level accord
particularly applies to the Sulu Sea, it can
be upgraded and applied to the South
China Sea. How so? One may point out

“that the Philippines and Malaysia (plus

Vietnam, Taiwan and Brunei) are in-
volved in maritime-claim disputes with
China over portions of the South China
Sea, however Indonesia is not.

 BySATUR C. OCAMPO

kidnapping,

‘o But given the increasing incidents of
confrontation and clashes — three times
already -within this vear —. between:

“Indonesiari naval vessels and Chinese

Coast Guard ships guarding fishing boats -

poaching in Indonesian waters, thelatter
‘may soon be suckéd into the maritime
disputes. . _ [EREIEE
... The areas of intrusion are waters’
around the Natuna Islands in the South

“ China Sea. For years, Indonesia saw no’

ground fo complain as China had been
stating that it recognizes Indonesia’s sov-

ereignty over the islands. This supports

_ 1 assertion. that the

surrounding waters are part of 1ts exclu-
sive écondmic zones under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Gea (UNCLOS). - gy

‘Indonesia’s rightfu

Howevet, after the third confronta-
- tiori/ clash last June 17, China's foreign
ministry said “China and Indonesia have
- overlapping claims for maritime rights”
it the surrounding waters of Natun
Jslands. Tn effect; Chinais. now.
ing its nghts over Indonesia’s EEZ in
that section of the SCS. But there was no
fooling the commander of the Indonestan
Navy fleet, whose warships confronted
China’s Coast Guard vessels in Natuna
waters, fired warning shots and detainied
a Chinese fishing boat and its crew. He
aptly described the fishing intrusion asa
muse” to stake a clatm over the waters.
“They need a presence, and their way
to do it is with fishing boats,” said Rear
Admiral Achmad Taufic, adding: “We
suspect that this is structured activity
because they were guarded, whichmeans
that it was blessed by the [Chinese] gov-

a
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ernment,” Lt
. Flexing Indonesia’s military muscles
and sending China a stark message of his
determination to asseit sovereignty inthe
Natunas, President Toko Widodo, with
his foreign minister and armed forces:
“chief,; last Thursday. visited the place
aboard a fiaval warship with fighter jets
flying overhead: " " oo
"~ These incidents follow a pattern: Afew
vears eatlier, Chinese fishing boats had
' repeatedly ‘poached in the Philippines’
_Panatag (Scarborough) shodls. Then

“China claimed rights over the area. Worse
still; since 20121t has actually taken oc-

cupationof e shoals.
..+ Indonestanow finds itself in the same-

‘a-vis China's aggressiveniess in laying
claim over aimost all of the South China

“Sea, via its so-called nine-dash line map: .

- that encroaches on the maritime claims
of its meighbors, " o
In-2013 the Philippines filed a case

challenging China’s claim before the UN -
Permanent Court of Arbitration in The

Hague, in accordance with-UNCLOS-.

prescribed procedures for resolving
“such disputes. The tribunal is teportedly

set to issue its Tulirig in July = generally

“vor of the Philippines’ stand. But China,
which refused to participate in the'court
“proceedings, has repeatedly declared it
will not recognize any ruling, insisting
that bilateral negotiations with eac
claimant-nation is the only acceptable
means of resolving the various claims.

" While ‘China is a signhatory to the
UNCLOS and is morally bound to abide
by the tribunal’s decis dure
starice owes o the fact that the tribunal
has no clearly defined power to enforce
its rulings. Nonetheless, if the Philip-
pines wins the case, it will attain a moral
high ground for winning over other UN
member-countries to back up a diplo-
matic campaign to pressure or ¢convince

China to abide bv the ruling.

£ |
by President Dicsdado Macapagal the
| donesia o e e s confederation aimed to deal with post-
boat (so tospealq) as the Phulippines vie = 0 eems through mushawarah

5 ir{-iigh%-z)_f-’;flésje :a-e_veiopfx)aents,_ﬂje i
coming Duterte administration can very..
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Security tightened after roadside bombing in North Cotabato

By John Unson (phitstar.com}) | Updated June 24, 2016 - 10:32am
NORTH COTABATO, Philippines - The police and military again tightened security in areas vulnerable to
attacks by the Bangsamoro Islarnic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) following Wednesday's roadside bombing in

Midsayap town.

Two soldiers, Private 1st Class Jestoni Bauzon and Sgt. Edwin Soria, both of the 62nd Reconnaissance
Company of the Army’s 6th infantry Division (ID), and a high school student, Miriam Akis, were hurt in the

blast.

The spokesman of BIFF, Abu Misry Mama, on Friday refuted the insinuations they were behind the
bombing over a popular radio outfit in Cotabato City, the Catholic station dxMS.

He said they will not perpetrate roadside bombings near public schools where there are Muslim students.
BIFF commanders in Midsayap hinted, however, that they were behind the bombing.

They even warned of more attacks on military targets in retaliation for BIFF’s heavy losses in encounters
with Army units in hostile areas in Maguindanao province early this year.

Captain Joann Petinglay, spokesperson of 8th ID, said they need the cooperation of the public in thwarting
roadside bombings by the BIFF.

The 6th ID and the provincial police offices in North Cotabato and Maguindanao have deployed more

The injured Bauzon and Soria were riding an Army vehicle together with companions when BIFF bandits
set off an improvised explosive device while they were maneuvering through a narrow road few meters
away from the campus of a public high school in Barangay Olandang, Midsayap.

The {ED, made up of a 105 Howitzer cannon round rigged with a blasting mechanism that can be
detonated from & distance using a mobile phone, was packed with nails and fragments of cast iron with

jagged edges.
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Military, police operations to continue until all ASG hostages freed
By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, June 24 (PNA) -— Military and law enforcement operations will continue unti! ali Abu Sayyaf

Group {ASG} hostages are all freed.
This was disclosed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla

Friday when asked for a reaction on the release of Marites Flor by her ASG captors.

"The safe return of Ms. Marites Flor after more than nine months of captivity is a most welcome
development. The safe release of other captives remains a vital objective of continuing military and faw
enforcement operations against the ASG,” he added.

Flor, the girifriend of beheaded Canadian captive Robert Hall, was freed by her captors around 4:30 a.m.
in front of the home of Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan in Barangay Asturias, Jolo.

She was turned over to Joint Task Force Sulu at around 11 a.m. and there undergone medical
examination and debriefing.

Hall was beheaded last June 13 while fellow Canadian John Ridsel was executed by the bandits last Aprif
25 after the Philippine and Canadian governments decided to stick to no-ransom policy.

It was still unknown on whether ransom was paid to secure Flor's release. Still at the hands of the bandits
is Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstand. All four were kidnapped by the ASG during their attack on Samal
Istand last Sept. 21. (PNA)

JFM/PEN
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Abu Sayyaf's Filipina captive freed unharmed
By Foel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated June 24 2?6—12'48;}'1

b

An earlier file image posted on Site Intel Group's Twitier account shows Abu Sayyaf members with the Samal Island

hostages.
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ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - The Abu Sayyaf group freed unharmed the Filipina hostage
Thursday night in Sulu but kept its Norwegian captive to assert their P300-million ransom demand.

Abu Sayyaf spokesman Muammar Askall alias Abu Rami said they freed Marites Flor about 8
p.m. Thursday and turned her over to an emissary.

The victim was released by the Abu Sayyaf group under Mujer Yadah.

While Flor was freed, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad was left in the custody of the Abu Sayyaf group.

The two were among the four captives taken from Samal Island off Davao del Norte last September
21 and were brought to Suiu.

Their two other companions, Canadians John Ridsdel and Robert Hall, were separately beheaded in April
and June after failure to pay the P300-million ransom for each captive.

According to a source, Abu Rami said they allegedly received P20 miliion for the release of the Filipina
captive, who was later on brought to the house of Sulu Gov. Abdusakur “Totoh” Tan Il.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesman of the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom), confirmed the
reiease of Flor but said they have no details yet.

Tan said Flor was turned over to the custody of the Joint Task Force Sulu Friday noon and brought to the
trauma hospital for medical check.

The military official said they are still trying to get details from the victim on how she was freed.
Abu Rami said they decided to release Flor, citing her condition after the two Canadians were executed.
“Palaging umiiyak na lang. Baka anoc pa ang mangyari dito,” the source said quoting Abu Rami.

However, when asked about the fate of Sekkingstad, Abu Rami said they will continue to assert their
P300-million ransom demand.

The Abu Sayyaf gave no further detail on the present condition of the Norwegian captive.
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Freed Abu Sayyaf captive Marites Flor now in Davao City
By: Karles Mantupig, Nestor Corrales

@inguirerdotnet

inguirer Mindanao, INQUIRER net

(32:36 PM June 24th, 2016

incoming Presidential Adviser {0 the Prace Process Jesus Dureza escorts Maritess Fior inside the

- Davae Clly Police Office on Friday aflernoon. Flor wae just released by the Abu Savval. KARLOS
MANLUPIGANQUIRER MINDANAD

DAVAQO CiTY-Marites Flor, the Filipina hostage freed by the Abu Sayyaf, arrived here on
Friday afternoon.

“Marites (is) with me now. (We) just (landed) in Davao. Norwegian release still being arranged,” incoming
peace adviser Jesus Dureza told INQU!RER.net in a text message.

Flor, along with Canadians Robert Hall and John Ridsdel and Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad, was
kKidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf on Samal Island in September last year.

The Abu Sayyaf beheaded Ridsdel and Hall, Fior's boyfriend, after their ransom demands were not met.

Dureza arrived with Flor at the Davao City police office past 2 p.m.

Flor was brought to the city police’s Camp Leonor in downtown Davao where she will be presented to
incoming President Rodrigo Duterte.

Flor was freed on Thursday evening but was only turned over to Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan I} on
Friday morning. /IDL/rga
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WESMINCOM verifying on whether 7 Indon sailors snatched by
ASG

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, June 24 (PNA) -— The Western Mindanac Command (WESMINCOM) on Friday said it is still

confirming reports that another seven Indonesian sailors were kidnapped by Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
terrorists in the Sulu Sea.

"With regards to the alleged kidnapping of 7 indonesian sailors this morning, indonesian authorities
confirmed that there were seven Indonesians who were kidnapped by armed men. Though this report
reached the WESMINCOM, we are currently validating the veracity of the report on the ground and will
give details as soon as we have information with regards to this issue,” said WESMINCOM spokesperson

Major Filemon Tan.

This came in wake of the ASG bandits released of Filipina captive Marites Flor early Friday morning.

Flor, the girlfriend of beheaded Canadian captive Robert Hall, was freed by her captors around 4:3C a.m.
in front of the home of Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan in Barangay Asturias, Jolo.

She was turned over to Joint Task Force Sulu at around 11 a.m. and underwent medical examination and
debriefing.

"Western Mindanao Command is glad that Ms. Fior is now safe and is on her way back to her family and
can enjoy a normal life with them again. We have no updates on the other kidnapping victims,"” Tan said.

Hall was beheaded last June 13 while fellow Canadian John Ridsel was executed by the bandits last April
after the Philippine and Canadian governments snubbed the ASG's ransom demand.

- 1t was still unknown on whether ransom was paid to secure Flor's release. Still at the hands of the bandits
is Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstand. (PNA)
LGHPFN
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AFP modernization to focus on fighting internal threats

The Philippire Air Force's first ’rws units of the FA E0PH ﬂghters }efs arrived in the country in November
2015 KAifReieased o . _

MAN!LA thhppmes thmmnec News ﬂaencyg — The contfnuat;on of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) Modernization Program will give more focus on platforms that can be used to address
the country's internal security threats, incoming AEP chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya said.

"(President-elect Rodrigo Duterte) wouild like to start by improving and updating equipment use for internal -
security operations so he will prioritize the acquisition of modern helicopters and fastcrafts, with
nightfighting capabilities," Visaya said on Thursday.

The acquisition of new equipment will help in dealing with the ongoing campaign against the Abu Sayyaf
Group {ASG) and New People's Army threats.

Visaya said the acquisition of new equipment are included in the AFP Modernization Program as
emphasized by the procurement of the night-capable AgustaWestland AW-108 attack helicopters of the

Navy and Air Force.

The incoming AFP chief noted that the lack of night-capable helicopters and fastcrafts hampered the
military response when the ASG attacked Samal Island and kidnapped four hostages last Sept. 21, 2013,

The bandit group kidnapped Canadians John Ridsel, Robert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and
Hall's girlfriend Marites Flor on a resort in Samal Island.

Ridsel was beheaded last April 25 while Hall was executed last June 13 after the Philippine and Canadian
governments snubbed the ASG ransom demand amounting fo around PHP600 million for the two

Canadians.
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Visaya said that the acquisition of equipment that wili beefed up the external capabilities of the AFP will
continue as part of the ongoing modernization program.

"It {(modernization program) will continue, but items needed for interna! security operations will be
prioritized," he said in Filipino.

WWW. Dna.gov.ph
Military hosts Olympic Day Celebration Friday
MANILA, June 24 (PNA) -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) formally hosted this year's Olympic

Day Celebration at its headquarters at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City Friday.
Olympic Day Celebration is an annual worldwide activity of International Olympic Committee adopted

jocally and is a day to promote a healthy and active lifestyie,

The ceiebrations were spearheaded by the Philippine Olympic Committee (POC) and Philippine Sports
Commission (PSC), AFP public affairs office chief Gol. Noe!l Detoyato said.

A Solidarity Run, highlighting close cooperation between the military and sport agencies, was held at 5:30
a.m. at GHQ Parade Grounds.

Detoyato said an estimated 1,500 officers and enlisted personnel! joined national athietes in the fun run.

Acting AFP chief Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda and POC president Jose Cojuangco, PSC representatives and
other stakeholders were also present. (PNA}
JMC/PEN
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US troops head to Albay for 2016 Pacific Partnership mission

The Philippines is one of the mission sfops of Pacific Partnership 2018, the largest humanitarian and

disaster response-preparation mission in the Indo-Asia-Pacific
Rhaydz Barcia

Published 7:59 PM, June 24, 2016
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PAPRTNERSHIP. Lieutenant Commander Kris Hooper, Pacific Fartnerchip public afiairs chief, savs the
partnarship will be beneficial 1o both forees. Photo by Rhavdz B, Barcia/Rappler

LEGAZP! CITY, Philippines — Over 1,000 US troops will arrive in Albay on Monday, June 27, o to provide

humanitarian assistance and to exchange ideas on disaster management with their counterparts in the

Armed Forces of the Philippines in the region.

The Philippines is one of the mission stops of Pacific Partnership 2016, the largest humanitarian and
disaster response-preparation mission in the indo-Asia-Pacific. It will run in Atbay from June 27 to July 11.

Captain Tetreauit Shawn of the US Marine Corps in charge of humanitarian assistance disaster relief
(HADR) said they will work with Filipino soldiers and Philippines government partners in Albay province,
considered as the "laboratory of natural disasters” and a United Nations modet for ciimate change

adaptation in Philippines.

“We want {o learn disaster management approach from our Filipino counterparts during the course of the
Pagcific Partnership here. The Fhilippine Navy's quick response in disaster, and the people are very
resiliert. [They] immediately recover from the impact of natural calamities here,” Shawn said,

The UE forces will arrive in Legazpi City port on Monday afternoon onboard the USS Mercy, from Timaor

. Leste.

Lieutenant Commander Kris Hooper, Pacific Partnership public affairs officer, said that mission in Albay
will benefit both US and Philippine troops as they will learn from each other in terms of disaster response.

Bernardo "Raffy” Alejandro, Office of Civil Defense regional! director, said the medical mission component

of the Pacific Partnership will benefit as much as 3,000 poor patients.

“Majority of the patients will be treated aboard the USS Mercy ship hospital,” Alejandro said, referring to

the world's largest hospital ship.

The other components of the mission are engineering works and disaster management.

The engineering brigade of the US forces will construct school building along with Philippine soldiers in the

towns of Daraga and Camaiig.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

%0




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nationa! pride.

“This is the sixth salvo of humanitarian missions involving the US forces and the AFP in Bicol,” Alejandro
said. Albay was chosen for the mission stop because of its facilities, including a seapoft, and the presence

of & naval command,

Brigadier General Claudio Yucot, commanding general of the Army’s 90 1st infantry Brigade, said the
Pacific Partnership is an annuat deployment of forces from the US Navy's Pacific Fleet in partnership with

the AFP. It is aimed at building inter-operability during disasters as well as security ties.

Pacific Partnership 2016 is also expected to conduct mission stops in Vietnam, Mataysia, and Indonesia. ~

Rappler.com
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Gazmin to leave DND ‘contented, pleased’
By: Frances Mangoosing

@FMengosingiNQ

INQUIRER net

04:08 PM June 24th, 2016

Quigoing Defense Secretary Voltulre Gazmin bids Tarewsll 1o the Philipping Ar
Gazmin, who will siep down on June 50, spent most of his career in public service as a
man, FRANCES MANCGOSIRGANQURER net

The Philippine Army on Friday bade its farewell to outgoing Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, who
spent most of his public service career as an Army man.

“Sir Volts, thank you for the outstanding service which you have rendered to the flag for the last 48 years.
You have not only shown us by your deeds how great it is to be able to dedicate one’s talents for the
benefit of our country,” Army chief Gen. Eduardo Afio said in his speech during the testimonial review at

Fort Bonifacio.

“You also have a set benchmark in public service which all of us strive to fuifill in our own ways,” he said.
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Gazmin, who will step down as defense chief on June 30, served as commanding general of the Fhilippine
Army from July 1989 to October 2000.

In his speech, Afio went back to Gazmin’s career and achievements that spanned aimost five decades.
The outgoing defense chief, a member of the Phifippine Mititary Academy Class of 1968, served his junior
years as a custodian of the fate Sen. Benigno Aquino Jr. during his imprisonment at Fort Magsaysay in the

early 1970s,

He later served in Mindanao for more than a decade, fighting secessionist groups,

In 1986, he served as the head of the Presidential Security Group (PSG) during the time of then Fresident
Corazon Aguino.

“It was a leadership role which Sir Volts would handle for the next six years with remarkabile performance
and strength of character,” Afio said.

Gazmin is a known father figure in the future President Benigno Aqguino Il

“On some occasions, the young future President Aquino lll would join the PSG personnel on duty for a
round of singing, target shooting, or other recreational activities which Sir Volts implemented to relieve the
boredom of what seemed to be an eternal watch over the safety and security of the President and her

family,” the Army chief said.

He also said Gazmin's “exemplary leadership of the PSG during those tumultuous years earned him the
lifelong gratitude of the Aquino family”

Gazmin later served as defense attaché to the United States and then went back to the Philippines to
command the 1003rd Brigade in Basilan, the Special Forces Re_g_iment and the Speciai_Operati;ons

Command.

Before he was the commanding general of the Army, he headed the Southern Luzon Command.

“During his stint as Army chief, Sir Volts was also able to make good on his promise to improve the
welfare of the humble soldier. He implemented several initiatives that focused on ieadership and training
and doctrine development, proper force mix, equipment and systems modernization, and quality and well-
motivated soldiers, which include their active involvement in fhe Army's non-traditionat roles,” Afio said.

‘Conterited, pleased”

-Gazmin, who will be replaced by incoming Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, said he was leaving the
defense department “contented and pleased.”

“1 am happy to say that through the strong support of President Aquino, we have gained significant
progress in the implementation of the AFP (Armed Forces of the Philippines) capability upgrade and
modernization program that effected the release of P60.14 bitlion pesos from July 2010 to Aprit 2016 and
extended to the Philippine Army its modest share from the implementation of the said program.” he said.

Some of the additional assets for the Army during the time of Mr. Aquino included armored personnel
carriers, M4 rifies, field ambulances and mobility trucks.

"I depart from our defense department on June 30, 2016 contented and pleased that | am leaving behind
my endeared institution, the Philippine Army, the immortal monument of the courage and patriotism in the
defense of our citizenry and their treasured social and democratic ideals,” he said. RAM/rga
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