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. By RiCHMOND MERCUR?O _
' -Chambers (IFC),
_ .fras’tructure, creative
industries, teiecommu-:_f-’_ An
“ nications and mining 'the P 111ppmes, ma e’f-
; __should be ‘g;_;weril1 greater. ssessment. based‘_.;

 from local and foreign.
con‘cmumg reform-ac-" groups or1g1na11y pub=
Hvities, fomlgnbusmess lished in 2010in Arang-
‘groups in the Ph1hp~ kada Phxhppmes
: pmes said yesterday The }FC said it was N
The ]Omt Foreagn Turn io Page 10
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ha o 1o ot that nearlv
thrI;E%our%hE of the' feforms
pushed by business and inves- .-
tors groups in 2010 have been
adc essed by the’ gover'nmen

F two. must Work in par
luszve_: growt}\

:__ﬁ_; tions: are bemg put into parf-:':-:. o
'-__but ot _100 percent of-what-'

;eqpecudliy b3
h houamg and’

frorn the 74 22 percent posted "
in Jast year’s assessment.
There has been great prog~ :

rew, niot enough; but great
Ogress. Pb;thppme economy

tdde"

mprovements in the Philip-

: d a number

ve years b

-h prevent the coun
vy from” ac 1evmg mcluqzve
TOWth.

‘The Arangjkada abqeﬂ;qment

¥r 2015 showed 74.50 percent
r 333 of the 462 recommenda--

ons ae active arid moving, an

verall improvement from’ the -
44 percentif the first agsess-

ient in 2011.
It was aslightimprovement

The JFC iauded the na-'j:"
lonai government for major

economy over'the past”

Arangkada Pluhp.pmes isa
major advocacy launched in
2010°by the JFC. It 'is funded

by a $t-million grant fro
the US Agency for Inter

‘tional Developmient and is’
‘administered by the American

Chamber.of Commerce of the

'thhppmes

“Meanwhile; foreign busi-

ness groups appeared un--
“impressed by the business -
platforms presented by repre-

sentatives of presidential as-
pirants at yesterday's Arang-
kada Philippines forum The

S-d'omg very well bitt it can do _
“better,” Américan Chamber of .
Commerce Of | the Philippines
'Iohn Forbes

_candidates did not show up_-

and: oniy nt thezr represen—

tatives.
Former fmance secretary

Gary Teves represented Jejo- .
“mar Binay, vice presidential .

‘candidaté Sen. Alan Peter
Cayetano showed up for

ian came for Sen. Grace Poe

.Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, Vas' -
lenzuela Mayor Rex Gatchal-
i urgmg the nex’[ admml
“and Marikinia Rep: Romero'

':-'Qmmb _r_epresented Manuel .;_" '

_'j:'the Phlhppme economy :
: ".-'__results_-'of the May elections

continuation of the reforms
done in recent’years, even in

* 'thé previous admiiistration,
“and build on that. The country.

has great potenitial. We have
many ideas: What we need'is’
morerapid 1mplementat10n,'

: Ferbes satd.

“The forezgn chanibe
commerce in the ‘countr

i greater progress 0
'ext decade :

restrictions and reg ations: on th

the government'a

» regulatory agemcies,”-Canak * fir
1an Chamber of Comrrerce  th:

the DPhilippines PreSIdent::-.ﬁ

‘Payne said.

wanted to hear. Thé issues

e. What ['w

main the s

said Ryan Evangeheta execli-
“five director of the Austraha~

“New Zealand Chamber: of

Commerce in the Philippines.
- The issues brought up by the

_-candzda’ces include pursuing .

-economic growth, addressing
corruption in the government,

improving infrastructure and"

tax reforms.
“Reforms have begun
What we want to see is a_

C"We've heard What we :
. Foreign Chainbers of the Ph11~

have never changed they re-

hear 15 how do* e_get theré ”_-:" _ _
‘the incoming "admlmstratmn_"

: forms that wﬂ} sp'ur.;
inciusive- growth,” the Joint

ippines said, . _—
“For: th _Phxhpp ; nes to.
make growth'more inclissive, .

and futize leaders should un-
dertake refoxms that sustain
and increase GDP growth *
it said. _ B
- “This will require continued”
good governarce, political will:

~to-undeitake more structizral:

reforms, better infrastructiire,
a fair regulatorv regime and
lower business costs, among

: others
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The Supreme Court_ :
(SC) is set to rule next -
o the: d1sciuah

caho L Case: ofSen G

disquall

er3;

Commlssmn on Elec{_.;":
txons (Come}ec) intheir

_votmg Was set. after the
- justice-in-charge su
' 5 mitted a draft dECISIOI'l,
decxded yesterda; t_o_-- _j :
delibera e on Poe's.
tition: cfluestzonmg

ification by the .~ -

Page: |

: .thexr respectwe concurrmg or
entmg OpINIoNS. ...
e:draft:’-decision '

' '._.a]ready circulated... (Justices),
- will vote next week,” the
“source” told: The STAR m a_'

atext niessage.”

s The 1ns1der revealed the'_'
draft ruling upholds the Com-
lelec decision disqualifying Poe”
_ foz material misrepresentation
certificate of candidacy:
by claiming she had meét the

5 -10-year residency reqmrement
before the May 9 elections.

"1 was also Iearned that the

"draft decision was silent on the
_issue of eligibility of Poe as a
Inatural-born citizen for bezng
a foundling.

.The justice-in-charge be-
keves the SC can resolve the

cas*e wlthout the need to rule ;!

source pomted out.: i
Tlhe source, - however,

the required residency.

‘The opinions due next Tues- -
' 'day are also expected to differ

-on the issue of whether Poe,-
isa matitral-borri CitiZEH asa’
- foundimg

Since the high tnbunai has

nota actuaily deliberated on the

draft ruling yet, the insider
reiterated there is no truth to
reports that they have already

voted 9-6 or 8-7 in favor of Poe.

~Earlier, observers said

‘among the probabilities is

Smiddle-ground ruling”

ained that other magistrates ~ un
are” expected to’ disagree with ™ Poé* :
this opinion on the belief that - able t6 run for premdent inthe

the senator is eligible for the.

presidency and would meet ©
however, decide to grant her

R b A bemf: a founéilmg but afﬁm’-
on-such contentious issde, the'
..__._pre&den’na} race for: }ack of _

her disqualification in the’

next general elections in 2022
If a majority of the justices,-

petition on both citizeriship
and residency issues, there will
be no more legal .obstacles for
Poe’s presidential bid in May:

- Chief Fustice Ma: Lousdes.

‘Séreno, for her part, gave as-
‘surance the SC ruling on Poe’s

case would be released in due
time.

“There will be no delay,”
Sereno told reporters following
a business forum in Pasay City.

Sereno also vowed to vote
based solely on the merits of

i
§
i
L
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.the case

;:'r.ases,'; ! Sereno said.
. D:smformatmn

-,saymg there are: efforts

solved so she can de-

G : o
~ Asked about reports of the

"8C deécision, Poe said she and
some of her colleagues have

heard of various versions of the.

outcome -or even drafts of the

SC decision but nothing is final. ~ "
warts have decided not to sup- .

“There are others who said
it was the decision but still

“l hAve never gonsidered -
nal issiies in deczdmg on

nptthe SCinits decision.
esaid she also wanted the

“termine her fate in the run for -
“the presidency, but expressed -
;'_-conﬁdence that she will not be g

in their opinions regarding
this case.-We should wait for

‘the official rlitig, ~ she'said:

- Es¢udero said ‘there-ate -
apparemt disinformation’ef- .
- forts aimed at ruining thelr :

campaign.
- Escudero did not- dlgcoun‘t

. He also thmké tl

groupﬂ hopmg to douse the'.i-kep’: ity dzstance fmm the' '

‘support given by the Nation-
alist People’s Coahtlon (NPL)

fnr their tandem. .

- Sen. Vicente Sotto m alqo
downplayed reports about the
draft 5C decision.

- also saw another draft

- which gays otherwise,” he said.

Sotto said marly NPC stal-

port any presidential candi-

-there arerothers who-differed.-datein case Poeis disqualified....

" But Sotto expressed behefthat
Poe ‘will rémaini in the r running
*Senate President Frafklia

‘Drilon. reiterated his call for

the SC toexpedite its decision

on Poe’s disqualification cases.

Drilon, also vice-chairman

of the ruling Liberal Party

 that some groups have resort- backing the presidential bid of

ed.to conch’nomng the mmds
‘of the public.

Mantiel Roxas TI, noted Poe has

- béen vzgorour:]y campaigning
-__"desplte the urcertainties.

Malacaiiang, for its part, -

reports:i s _
“Out of respect for the SC’
independence, wé prefer to

-await its decision on Sen. Poe's -
qualifications and will there-

fore refrain from commenting
on its deliberations and, deci-
sion making processes;” Secre-
tary Herminio Coloma Jr. said.

— With Delon Porcalla,

- Christina Mendez, Shezla ,

Cnsos tomo
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exfrer pplying
‘transiation” of the teachings of Qur and'
the Prophet ‘Mohammad."

- This was the sentiment of faculty :
'members of the Mindanao State Uni- -
:.verSEty (MST) system, many of therm

converts to the Muslim religion, who -

‘also ‘warhed that “unless appropriate
b" repeated i the éycle of retaliation.”

Cubiﬂas".beheadmg at the height of the
encounter between the military and a
terrorist group with links to IS in Butlg,
Lanao del Sur. -

.- The Armed Forces of the Phxhppmes :
{AFP) had earlier claimed thatits troops

had overran a camp maintained by the

- jihadist group in Baranhgay Polstan, and:
‘was ready te return control of the area
to the municipal government.

But as this developed, comrades,
family members and friends of Cubillas
have made an appeal on social media,
asking for the return of the soldier’s
decapitated head.

In the Facebook page of #Salute to -

thie Fallen, Cubilias was remembered fog.
his “honor, service and sacrifice” even a5
it also confirmed that the Army corporal
was “killed and beheaded” last February
24 in Butig, Lanac del Sur

diesare done; such heinous actwill L

- Their comments came as reportsol

APPEAE« This poignant 05

of #SaluteToTheFallen confirms the grim fate that befell on Army Corporal

Engel Cubillas at the height of the encounter between the m;litary and a:

“Until toddy his head has not been o
recovered,” a poster that was posted on

- the FB page said. _
But a Maranao Islamic clemc' downv

played the military’s triumph in Butig.

: Ioca! terroﬂst group En Butig, Lanao ﬂel Sur.__; .

. “As usual the military option (in
Batig) displaced thousands of civilians

-and caused deaths in both rebel and
- governireent sides...But the capture of,
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. fhe IS cartip-did not mean the govern-
" mentwon the war;” Ustaz Hamid Tampi -
. fold the Buﬁetm in the Vemacular over_:'

‘ogy already implante_ "among ome -
L Mushm youth bythe Mavite brothersand
- hur'ts can. never be: suppressed:.

B
- Adiong said, explan
o Workers embarked rm full

in Butig.. :
-Local rehef w ke' have airead

5 -"s rved

. said, correcti

over 40; 000 pecpie ‘had fled Butig. The

: town has only 22,456 total popuiatzon :

- “‘Lanao-based peace and rlghts
- groups were also validating claims by
. military and rebel camps that each side
' had killed more than 50 enemies; saying *

“that “propagandmmgdeaths”womdon!y-'.-_-
pmmote pubhc outrage aE :
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By Marw & h‘iaﬁaﬂ :

' After weeks af nassive

_m1htary operatwn the SATIRY
yesterday raised the: Phﬁzppme'-_:_

flag at a former ferrorist.lairin

Lanao-del Surwhere two.

burangiys prevmusiy considered
as strongholds of Omar Maute's

terrof group were turned over

back to local government officials. .
local and: nat;onal medla_

Magj: Filemon - Tan Jr.;
spokesman for the Western
Mindanao Cominand (Wesmincom),

_-said that. -Maj. Gen. _Gerardo -
‘Barrientos. led .the military:
officers atterded the joint flag-

raising ceremony at the former

led to the immediate
neutralization of the threat,” Tan,
quoted Barrienios as saying.

Relatedly, the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) expressed concérn over the
safety of civilians in Central
Mindanao due to the conflict.

“We are worried about the fate
of civilians caught in the fighting.
We call on all parties to the conflict

. to strictly abide by international

humanitarian iaw (IHL),” said
Dominie Earnshaw, head of the
ICRC office in Cotabato,

“In particular, we remind them
that they should take all measures
to avoid indiscriminate attacks

At the’ same t;rr'le""""l‘a 5

f-barangays Poctan and Ragayan

-Alse present durmg th'._

ceremony Was. Butlg Mayur'
Cand’
erresentatlws ‘of Lanao del Sur
provincial government, pohce and

Ibrahim. Macadatu )

practmoners
Tan said than Barmntes cited

that may harm civilians. We are
deeply mlarmed by incidents
involving roadside explosive
devices that have resulted in
injuries and deaths.” . . '

To help treat ail Wweapon:
wounded - without any distinction
- the ICRC donated emergency kits
and medicines to health facilities
in Maguindanao, Cotabato Cltv a.nd
Saltan Kudaral: 5

A field assessment conducted _
by an ICRC team on 24 February.
showed that the displaced’

population in Maguindanao and’

North® Cotabato have already
henefitied from initial assistance
provided by the local authorities.

both in " Butig town to local
: _-government officialy was Sheld.

the rdle of local government'_

“officialsin addressmg the'threat
posed by Maute's group which

“attacked .a mlhtary defachment =~

'_"Iast Feb 2_{1-..- rigger;ng weeki' of '

hat symbolic turnover of = dozén:

Mohamma'd' Muktar @ :
2. Barrientos also attrﬁ)uted the';
3successfuf operationto the use of :

the full' military might made’
available to the Ist ID by higher -

authont:es S

- The m1lztary deployed ov10
_anco_ bomberplahes, MG520.
at{ack helicopters and armored
‘assets that bombarded enemy
posn;ums and allowed ground
troops to push the terrorzsts out*
“of their lairs, '~

" “The use of full’ rmhtary mlght

 “The JCRC will continue to
menitor the situation of the

-affected populatlon in order to

identify any gaps in humsgnitarian

. j__asszstance in coordination with -
the authorities and the Philippine  ~
‘Red Cross,” Earnshaw added.

In addition, armed clashes .
erupted in Butig, Lanao del Sux, .
last week. iy

Some residents had to leave |,
their homes to avoid being caught,
in the fighting. The ICRC is closely
following the situatior, including .
the hummanitarian consequences of -
these incidents. It stands ready to
provide assistance to the affected .
population if needs are identified..’
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Mariano town, this provmce, early yes-
terday morning. .

Initial reports reaehmg the Isabela
Police Prownc;ai Office PPO) said the

.andaP

army troopers were wounded”  ‘were both slightly W_ounded and had

in action following an encoun-.
“ter with New’ People 5 Army .

(NPA} rebels in Barangay Tappa, San . -
: 'backpackb with issued items ‘such as.

“orleftleg.

First Class Abmg Bmuya

sustained either a fr red Teft arm

Moreover, the ‘army suie Ios’s five

tactical maps and a Yukon tracker (night.

* vision bmocuiars) the PP() said.

The gurrbattle ended inthe retreat

. of the undetermined number of rebels:
*in the: nor'th and northwest dlrectmn :
police said.

As of press timie yesterday after-
noon, government security forces have

“been deployed to go affer tlie NPA-

rebels while the wounded troopers’
were tecuperating at an undisclosed’
hospital.
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- . LUCENA CITY—S everal local candidates in also affaid that they would be caught in the
. Quezon provinee have fiirned t0 the mili- “erossfire,” said the'other candidate: T
- tary for protection:as they continue to ré- .. -Parayno ‘clarified the military would not:
" ceive demands from communist rebels ask- ~ give canidjdates individual security eSeorts.,
ing them to pay permit to campaign (PTC) . Soldiers, he said, would only elear the cam-
fées in guerrilla-controlled areas, an Army  paign site of any threat from. communist
officialsaid. = i rebels ot other armed groups.. T =
e are now receiving queries from - - “The general guidance is we won't be act
some candidatés on how we can protect ing as bodygiiards or ‘personal security
them during the campaign. They dop’t [aides]. But. if our assessment [shows]
want to pay PTC fees anymore,” said Brig, there s cleatly a th'ré:at’,‘-we-"_can-coofdinéte _
Gen. Rhoderick Parayno, commander’ of -with the poli d be ready... just in case,”
‘the Army’s 201st Infantry Brigade based in' hesaid, © R i
Calauag towiL ~..7..Lt.Col.Angelo Guzman, spokespetson of -
Paraymo said they expected more politi- ‘the ‘military’s Southern Luzon . Command
cians to seek their help in the run-up to.the - (Solcom), said some politicians in Oceiden-”
start of the campaign period o March 25, tal - ‘Mindoro+and:, Camarines .. Norte
" The military’s information was con- ~provinces have approached -military offi-
firmed by two local candidates il the Bon- . cials to arrange security mea stres during
doc Peninsula (third congressional district)’ . the campaign. B i el o
and Lamon Bay (fourth congressional dis- - Guznan said the Bicol candidates souglit: "
trict) areas. These candidates had paid PTC their hélp as they cited how the security ar- =
fees to members of the New People’s Army . rangement provided by government forces
(NPA) in previous elections. L . tp public works projects - in the area
“Tye already received a demand letter woorked:s e T At
asking me to pay. But 'm not sure if I'm - Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya, Solcom com-
dealing with a real NPA emissary. Besides, ‘mander, reiterated his'call to ali candidates
my fund is too tight; Iwill not pay them this not to give in to the rebels’ demand.’ .
time,” said one of the politicians who asked “There is no more reason to be afraid of
not to be named for
security reasotl.
The candidates
said they have no
idea what kind of
security  Imeasures
they will get from
the police and mili-
tary during the cam-
paign,
“f don’t want to
jeopardize the safe-
ty of my campaign
workers. They are

3

. .
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“the NPA,” he said in an earlier interview. . Inpast elections, rebels sought from ca:n~ :
“Parayne” reminded - eandidates © whe didates net only cash bt goods like rice,’
would pay PTC fees thatr NPA rebels would other foodstuff, medicine, communication"
return 16 ask for more comesswns once equipment. and -even: mohilé phone load |
they wirn: credits;- military and loeal officials said:
S “It isa co ti nuous cycie of extcrhon ” he Delﬁn I Ma!la 'Jr- Inqu' er South' rn'
i Luzon S i
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| - Army
. pursued upon the recommendation of
_ B ‘19th IR and subsequent legislation by
- ORMOC CITY, Leyte - The néigh- - the 20th Sangguniang Bayan through
boring town of Kananga has been. . Resotution No. 0R-1479L.. C s
declared insurgency-free after the =" Ormioc City Mayor Eimer €. Codilla-
| Philippirie Army (PA)'s 19th Tnfantry 4 onsiders the declaration an achieve-
Battalion (IB) and the m'u'r_i_ieipai--;j;.;x‘ixeht;-.éitﬁﬂgyhi_g ‘adminigtration’s’
| government declared thig former-: " capability to address the needs of his
| stronghold of the New People’s Army constituents as akeyfactor in attaining
: inhorthern Leyte a Stable and Internal . the fow’s currentstate. ©

Peace and Security Area inst Monday, - For his part, Col. Francisco Men-
CFeb.200 . o _'déza"J_r.,'Comﬁxaﬁdér.bfthé-_?ﬁs 802nd
~ Kananga is the 16th town declared = Infantry Brigade i& optimistic that the
insurgency-free in Leyte. Other towns declaration would attract investors to
in the province similarly given Stable © Kananga.. @ - L i
Internal Peace and Securify status are - " He added that the declaration is
Matag-ob, Palompon, Tabango, Ba- a clear indication that there is davel-
. rugo, Babatngon, San Miguel, Leyte, opment going on in Kananga. Still,
Pastrana, Tolosa, Dagami, Calubian, Mendoza said, despite the prevalence
| Sta.Fe, Alangalang and Tunga; e of peace in .-the.-_-tewn,--he__-.vaedfthat
' _The joint declaration aceording  theauthorities will not stop working 1o -
" rebel-free status-on Kananga was maintain-stability in the area..

SRR

. : —
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Civiliar c"

COTABATO CITY—The Interna- |
tional Committee on the Red.

Cross (ICRC) has - expressed

concern over the displacement .

of civilians by renewed hostﬂz—
tiesin Mindanao. .

The ICRC said “clashes be-
tween government

Madguindanao province of Min-
danao have continued - into

[their] fourth week, causmg_

dispiacement and casualties.”

- “We are worried about the
' fate of civilians caught in the
fighting,” said Dominic Earn-
“shaw, head of the ICRC office in
-Cotabato. .

e call on all parmes to the
conflict to strictly abide by the
international humanitarian
law,” he said. '

The ICRC issued the state-

ment of concern amid armed
conflict resurging in a number
of villages in the Maguindanao
towns of Datu Saudi-Ampatu-

security
forces and armed groups in the”

an, Datu Salibo, Shanff Say— :

dona Mustapha, Shariff Aguak
and Mamasapano. -

At least 20,000 residents
have alse fled Butig in Lanao
del Sur province to seek shelter

in nearby towns amid clashes
- and intense ariillery fire as mili-

tary operations against the so-
called Maute extremist group
continued.

The international humanitar-

. HUE‘!’ hehcopters
dlsgorge more . :
_soldiersin Lumbatan
_town, Lanao del Sur -
 province, asfighting -
betweenarmed
groups-—supposedly
belonging to the '
" terroristnetwork
‘Islamic State of Iraq
and Syna—-cont:nues
to rage the o
provincé and other

- parts of Mindanao:
RICHEL V. UMEL/
INQUIRER MINDANAC

{an organization said it was also
closely foHowing the situation
in Butig, including the humani-
tarian consequences- of the
fighting.

Ont  Wednesday, outgoing
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Gov. Mammtal Admng Jr con
vened the Prowncial D1sastex_‘_

: Management Committee,; t0
~.sufe; the'safety of élvilia:

: momtor ‘the smlauon of the af—
fected: popuiatxon i order to
- identify any gapsin humanitanan’
‘assistance, i ‘coordmnanon with:
authorities " and ' the Philippine
Red Cross,” ' Barnshaw said: Nash
:-Maulana, Inqutrer Mmdanao
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: pr{mnces i Min

“province
“amid the m

: prownces—wBuk;dnon
“Davao del'Norte:

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

Army Co

rth Cot

Iéacier '6f bne of the filitias that

calls itself Alamara, said those .
who attended the: gathering are’ <
“tribal warriors and leadéers from .-

North Cotabato and two other
' and-

‘Bandara; who g0 |
baseci in North Cotas "

fend ancestral domain.

. “We will fight any armed
group that wants to take away
from us our ancestral domain
lands,” said Bandara.

#we will use our traditional
arms to ensure the protection of
our tribes,” he said.

Bandara said at least 102 an-
cestral domain areas in Min-
denao had already been occu-
pied by the New People’s Army
(NPA):and :the rebels are aiso
using the limad in-their fight
against the government.

He said the Alamara and an-
other tribal militia, Bagani, will
work hard to prevent the rebels
from encroaching on more ar-
eas. '

“We don’t want them in our

place,” be said.
Bandara, who spoke on be-
half of the armed tribal groups,

ight not-

*ful weaporns -against the rebeis'

‘but they have' spears machetes
bows and arrows.: ;
“We will defend our terr;tory
usmg traditional arms and with
.the blessing of our - (de1t1es) "
Bandara sa1d
: -He; seud the tnbai
- Wamors could “not
just sit. down. and

bato, said the gather® watch their ancestral
ing on Saturday, _heId Want them domains fall into the
in Barangay Kibia in “hands of rebels and
Matalam town, was. _' 111 Our - 'other groups, such as
organized to enable ' . 4o those wanting the
the tribal warriors place..-. " lumad out so that
and leaders to renew- . their lands can be
‘their loyalty to the arined fribal - converted into’ agficu'ttural
groups that had sworn to de- plantations.

Milirants and human r;ghts
groups have blamed the Ala-
thata end the Bagani for
killings and increasing violence

in mdlgenous peoples commu-.

nities in several areas in Min-
danao.
The human rlghts group

Karapatan said the tribal war- -

riors, which are being backed
by the military, are responsﬂ)le
for kﬂlmgs occurring in tribal
communities, _such. . as..the
Sept. 1 murders of Emerito

. Samarca, director of an alterna-

tive school in Surigao del Sur
province, and two others.

The military has consistently
denied the existence of the ttib-
al armed groups, which are
known for their counterinsur-
gency advocacy. Williamor
Magbanua, Inquirer Min-

'

45-3555 Local: 5285, 5295
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i This'is the ﬁrst-such defense pact
that the Japanese government has en:

tered into with a country which is'also-

Both 'the:.'Phxhppmes an "Japan:'
have existing territorial dlsputes swith

China ~ the former over the West Phil:

ippine SeaiSouth Chma_?ea whﬂe'the

- latter over the Senkaku Island;
“East ChinaSea.

in Manila, Japanese Ambassador to
Manila Kazuhide Ishikawa signed the
agreement-¢oncerning the transfer of
defensé eguipment and technology in
behalf of Japan just the other day while
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin rep-

_resented the thhppme government.”.

' embroﬂed ina heated territorial dispite

The Japanese embassy"sald-.the' :
: _agreement atablishes the leg rame-
“work for Japan and the_Phxhpp

Jomtdeve meentandpro ek :
fense equipment and technology which
Japan- and the Philippines partxmpate _
in, or the transfers of defense equip-
merit and technology between the two
allies to enhance their cooperation in
the areas of security and defense.
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.capabilities
“. Air Force spokesma
- Enrico Canaya made the

 closure after the government

~recently -announced the bid: :
or P5.97  aircraft, a Fokker plane, Nomad -
.. plane and 8-11 fighter planes
* for its patrol operations. ..~

"ding for two LRPA for P5.97
billion. o i "

. Canaya séi:'c.l_”'thé._'pos's’xbzi'l'-'_
ity of acquiring these military

assets was a welcome devel-

‘opment because it could help -
the PAF perform patrots in the |
tusive Economic . €

st s L RPAs will ensure thatitwon't .
~sacrifice the primary mission of .
- ttiree of ils C-130 to transport .

. .country’s Ex¢
Zone (BEZ).

i ‘k_Iy.ting;';gan_iﬂJ_?i'g'}:i.i_a.'séﬁ.g
aireraft kasi we can perform

maritime patrol just like any

maritime p

other country. schedule their |

irol samga Bxclu- |
nic Zone AERD)

sive Econo

"_:_ZI_AtpreSe 2

PAF was only using a C-130.

7 eKung minsan C-130 pero.
‘secondary rolelang, Ginagamit

din natin ang Fokker or even

iyung Nomad plane,” he said.

Canaya said having the new

troops and cargo.
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g ‘States Army Forces in th Far East
C{UJSAFEE)! ciunng 'World War I,
" and to'grant them pensions. -

%" Their names appeared in the-
. Toster. of the all-Aeta squadron .
a Jist obtained from the US Na- :
tional” Arc}nves ; '-'-a.ccordmg 10

R d 2y

ical Society (BHS). -

Professor-Joel Rggala of I-Ioiy Rk

Angel Umverswy in'Angeles City

. called atténtion to the plight of -

- the three mén Who' spoke of their:

* gtatus in the course of a history
“‘Tegearch he has been conducting.

an be welghed was heav.
ez spoke of a military p
ceive or enjoy.: Considered to
hree survi rsin Aeta Squadron 30 based
Wi "-:----;Tarlac province, Sanchez said
ney has not bee :

 released.”

is Lt Cob Claude Thorpe. of e
..=-.:_“oth Cavaer WhiCh wag: based '

“nelt Regnnent ‘and Aeta guerrillas -
in the Capas-based, Binyayan
- Company: that were . all undet.
“Thorpe’s command in the Luzon:
‘Guerrilla Force that counteredz;
‘the Japanese Ketnbu group, De la:._

' ."f'pres;.dent of: the Ba_mban Hlstor-;  Sotith ary Di
. panding thlS to the'whole of Taz--,

lac after the Japanese ‘captared
and kifled Thorpe later in 1942

Emiliano and Roman Sanchez’

could only say they are i their

“According 1o De la Gruz, the -

- heta Squadron 30 consisted of

- more than 100 Aetas orgamzed -
by Capt.. Alfred ‘Bruce .in the "
- subvillage of Mataba i Batan-
. -gay ‘Sto. Nifio; Bambar, as well -
- asinFlora and Kalangitan at the

boundary of Bamban and Capas

| immediately after the fall of
" Bataanon April 9, 1942, .

90s fiow. They do not know, the;
- exact ‘date of their birth; saying’

they were  young ' mief- ‘when

‘Manuel L. Quezon was the Com-

Bruce, a member of the Philip-".

pine Scouts 'oased in nearby Fort

OFFICEOF THE ARMY CHIEF . __. o e -

monwealth President. They refer
to that penod as ‘peacemne

. Clalms demed

Jet Fajardo-Rivera, deputy chzef
of PVAQ's veterans records man-
agement division, said the claims
of Emiliano and Roman Sanchez
had been denied because they
failed to establish their identities.

Sty PRy

9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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rved' under Bn;ce _g_t_lerrﬂi_as

:phcants were ‘ot the’ sa,mg

He' owned the records @ Rmera_

[dthe INGUIRER 011 Monday

In particular, Rivera said the
ambprmts of the two Aetas
ere “not identical” with those
nerated in 1946 by a surnma-
“court officer who wasg desig-
ited by the Philippine Army to

‘epare and submit the service;

cords of Filipino guerrillas.
The thumbprints and service
cords had presumption of
gularity, she assured.

id Emiliano  Sanchez who
g pealed their cases with the PVAO'*

'Ihe. two ' Aetas have not ap-

Riverd said; addmg that o perst

“have collected * ‘pensions. ﬂxzough-
'-'their names or on their behatf.
- Emiliano and Roman Sanche'z'
'- saud they were recruited by Pe-

“dro Margarito, Emiliano’s uncle

who worked as guide to cabaly-
erya (American troops on hors-

esy who carved paths to a camp

in O’ Donnell in Capas.

iano said; ladghing.

- Without" boasting, they re-f".
called ‘having poisoned around

‘-__50 Japanese ‘soldiers who' ate

‘Buile (re) beans) :Dead-orsim-+

-mobzhzed the 'Japanese were”

7= “We took care'of Brice,” Erml-_
{ano said;- addiag they sectiréd

the American and his compatri-
ots in his headquarters in a cave -,
-in Bagingan in upper Mataba.

pines in October 1944,

disarmed, theirg guns snatched.

were among the squadron mem-

~-bers who marched one night to se-

cure Bruce's transfer to Barangay
Patling in Capas where American
soldiers gathered days before the
eventual return of Allied Forces.

. Before he left, Captain'Bruce

: 'toid'i]s_'we would get benefits,”

Roman said. In mopping-up oper-
adons of Allied Forces, he said
their squadron pursued Japanese

“The Japanese failed o locate
: them even whern' the. Aliied
Forces recapmred the Phlizp

“We also planted rice, yam and
eet potato to sustain Bruce and )

thege 1nd1genous peoples in'the
struggle ‘against ‘colonial rule
_but -also_the ‘neglect of- Aetas
e Who fought inthewar, .

" Emiliano and Roman said they i

stragglers who dug hideouts in
Bamban mountains,

‘They had not seen Bruce or
heard from him again after they
lasgt saw him at the old house of

-the Aqumos in Concepmon town.
. They said it was in 1995, or four.
' years’ aﬁer Mt Pmatnbos 1991
‘eruptions; - that ‘Baptist pastors
“begait” helpmg Aeta guemllas
_ "cla;m recognition and pensiot.

* Althotigh'their clan has assert-

Ced ownership over latge tracts of
g ancesiral dm_nam _Emﬂlanﬁ and

““They did not Imow how to
wnte They do not have birth cer-
tificates or cedula as proof of their
existence. They live far up in the

métintainsi These  must:hesthe-
freasons for their diffictilties in fil-
ing claims for pension;” he said™

The BHS has no registty of
Aeta pensioners among recog-
nized guerrillas in Tarlac, - .

Emiliano and Roman said

‘they wanted to get pensioiso

they could buy some work ani-
mals and farm tools for their

“thildrén to make the lutan tua
“(ancestral lands) productive,

~ “There is no anger in us in
spite of the neglect. God will
take care of us,” Roman said.
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2. The House of Representatives is recommend- . _ o
“ing freelegal aid for soidiers and policemen who these people could not afford to pay fot their own
are facing criminal or administrative charges for Jawyersand many end up injail or are dismi sed.
doing their jobs, - from the service. S e
- “Inabifl passed this week, the chamber wanted -~ This is aside from. the baseless charges. that
o have each soldier o policeman entitled to free are meant to harass them from doing their func-.
legal assistance whenever they are sited in cases  tions well. - P e
‘that have something to do with the performance . His measure was ¢ thored by Represen
of their duties:” gm0 oo tives Niel Tupas Jr.of llotlo, Jose Christopher Bel-
. Camarines Sur Rep. Felix William Fuentebella, monte of Qrezon City, George Arnaiz of Negros
the bill's principal autho, argued that most of - Oriental; Silvestre Belio Il of parfy-list 1-BAP

.;and Lino Cayetano of Taguig City.. . . oo
.- The Fuentebella bill provides that within-24
“houirs from the official receipt of the information,
‘the ‘AFP chief of staff, National Police Commis-
sion”(Napolcom) chairperson or the Philippine
National Police (PNP) director would authorize
_.anylawyerorlawyers of their respective agencies
to defend the accused. The Public Attorney’s Of-
fice (PAQ) s also mandated toassist the lawyers.
- The PAO, AFP, Napolcomn and PNP are tasked
to draw the implementing rules and regulations.

T

i
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Duierte bucks Edca but is Wﬂhng to honor it

By Nma P Calie;a '

States will defend the'-.-'

Ph]hppmes fiom ‘China in a con-
frontation in the South China Sea.

Edca allows US troops 1o rotate.

through the country and - gramts
them access to Philippine military

bases. It return, the United States is

to help modernize the Philippines’
armed forces and build up its mili-
tary infrastructure and facilities.

é_*iannual business fortim dubbed.:':i
= -‘iﬁsxangkada” 'on T;esday, Cayetano

- The- agreement has been chaL

: ."'j.;'.__'_ienged by Filipino left-wing groups
. who-fear the return of Amencanf:_f

Cayetan

last few years

ra".l.{ bama durmg hls Staté v
Philippines ‘in 2014 gav

‘gencric’ response to the questior

against China——did not make a cat-

egorical. statement. with regard to .

the Philippines, Cayetano said. -

“We gave [Fdca for free?

‘Cayetano said, noting that when it "

was signed by both countries, com-
pensation for the use of Philippine

. military bases was not guaranteed.

But they only ta].ked aboutﬁ"-'_:

of whether the United States'would
- come to.the defense of the Phih
pines against China. . 0. .
< 'Obama-—just after he had sa:d in.
. -:-.Iapan that the United States would
stand by the Japanese in defending
“their territory in the East China’ Sea"-

: Nevertheless Cayetano sald
Duterte would still want to contin-

e withEdca but “from a posﬂzen of
strength.” <. g

“We will be ciecziswe And in the

_ pianmng itself, we will know what
‘equipment. and, technoiogy will giv-

én ot loaned to'us,” Cajetano said.
He said. Duterte capxtahzes on
elf- sufﬁczency
. “Even if the Un;ted States is our

- friend and ally, we worn't: depend on

them completely,” he said.
.~ Cayetanosaid " the - Phlhppmes
ust weigh its national interést and

~align itself with the United States
‘only if “the’ US’ national interest
.aligns with ours.”

In previous speeches and inter-

views, Duterte expressed his will-
“Ingness to set aside the Philippines’
~claims in the South China Sea if

China helps the {:ountry bmld g razl—

‘Way system.. .
He said earliér he was open to en-

'termg into a joint exploration part-

nership with China for oil and gasin
the West Philippine Sea provided
that China dropped its sea claims.
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“MANY friends not orily thankedme 7

for writing an atticle en the role

" played by members of Philippine::

“Military Academy ‘Sinagtala’ Class:

‘of 1986 during the EDBA People”
Prower Révolution 30 years ago but:
_they ‘gave me more untold stories-

abeut the Class, the first to graduate.

fromy Fort del Pilar after the Marcos

spresidency was over and the firs

- bateh of newly-minted A¥med Forc

-:Clags yehurned to the Borromeo Field
30 years after graduating; or 34 years -
“after ehtering the Acadeniy to be ex::

“act: One-of them, however, ididmot s i i LT T
"7 " Al’T have mentioned

- march and simply smiled from the
grandstand as his mistahs waved to

" him. He's a good friend, Séniot Su-

- perintendent Eleuterio ‘Gutzie’ Guti-

§

" Class of 1986 planned to joir.rebel .
+ troops in EDSA inFebruary 1986 only
tobe prevailed by thenPC/INP chief, .

erre?, 4 lawyer-Singtala member.:

whose brilliant career was put to a
halt by a bullet in Parafiaque City in
Z008.

P

i YeEs; _:’G:utzie’ or --;qu_té.'..:fo_ many;-
was the Highway Patrol Group Task

Force Limbas commander who sur-
vived ‘a bullet that struck his brain
during that infamous gun battle that
left16 persons dead, 12 of themarmed
criminals who have sown tertor in
Metro Manila during those days be-
fore their hideout was located by the
police. Gute could have been a one-
star police general foday or com-
mander of & major PNF unit had he
- not been paralyzed in that gunbattle,
a living proof that many of our po-

* éveniheir lives and lim
" thie streets safe. "

s o R

_PMA Sinagtala or light from above

Lieutenant General Fidel V. Ramos
. tostay and protect the sacred grounds -
of the Academy. Instread of march-

ing to Manila with their issued M-14

‘and M-16riflesand a handful of secu-
" rity ammunition o joir the rebel fore- -

es, the graduating cadets were told

" 'by FVR to just stay and protect Fort .

del Pilar.
. L

Many members of the Class told
me that during those days, they were
relying on the radio to monitor the
developrent in Manila. One said
that when Ramos and then Defense
Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile an-
nounced their defection from the
Martos government, the majotity sen-

- oné and ver
- Cadets plarmed fo 4ravel to: Mariila
:despite the dangerof beéing intercept-

g 'c'e.pted:/by ;

* the Marines who were atmed with

" -and:defen
* dlways say; th

'T:;efbre, ‘the -

-andanotherisastar-ra

tment -._w'as'. io join the “defectors.
Armed with their PMA-issied weap-
fitthe arnmunition; the

- éd by loyalistfroops: . =
: e they would be inter-

Marine : ffoops based :in
Tarlac and they will be no:match to

tanks and ‘heavy artillery. then but
they are Teady to go-ahiead with their
plan imtil they were told to stay put
1 1 oit ‘del Pilar: As they
testig-history. o

¥ % ¥

srAtptesent, there are PMAClass .
+1986 meinbers who e now NP
< pne-stay generals and three more are
" gef to get their star-rank very-scor.
“Four othérs ate now Ay Brigadier

Geriorals, fiveare AdrForce Brigadier
Gerierals; four areé Navy stattofficers
CoastGuard
official. . L ERIERELL
After graduation from the Acade~
my, 50 members of PMA Class 1986
out of the 174 totaljoined the PC/INT

“and 36 latet joined the PNP in'1991:-
T : %R

. Members of the Class graduated
on March 22, 1986, nearly four weeks
after the bloodless EDSA revolution,
The PMA superintendeht then was
Gen. Rodolfo Biazon, an officer who
would later become an Armed Fore-
es chief and later a Senator of the
Repubtic and Muntiniupa represen-
tative. A member of the Class said

TO PAGE 5
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FROM PAGE 4 o
that March 22 1986 was alse the first

engagement of President .Corazon
Aquino after her d1fferent Metro .

Mamla sortles

's-se:r o

- "Itwas also the First time that dem— s

onstrators were allowed 16 entér the
- Bérrdmeo Field which 15 ‘sacred fous
Ttsurprised us since we can only pas

* th¥y the side of the Bofromeo Field =
arid cant’;cross it but anyway, that -
. took pIac_ while.the whole' country -
was still in ‘euphoria,” thé official
told me.over a cup of coffes He said .
thatsecurity at Fort del Pilar then was
~not that tight sitice ‘everybody loves .

Coty ‘then.’ The following year, a

bomb exploded at the PMA grand-
stand. badly injuring ‘some officials

mcludmg a PMA Class 1979 member |
.in what was described as part of a .
plotito- destab;hze the’ Aqumo gov--

ernment
. i- k-

Ano’ther official said that when ’
Mrs, Aquino attended thenr gradua-
HOR 1 1986, ihe" Ceremorty was over’
at 11230 in the morning or fust a little”
eight houss after they woke up and -

woretheir cadet uniforms for the last
fime. Unknown to many, members
of the Sinagtala Class made history in
Fort del Pilar when they ‘walked out’
of their class during their 2nd year.

* A #

I was to1d that the ‘walkout’ was-~
- riggered by 4 PMA decision toexpel ;
geven of fheir classmates for hazmg

Tt turned out that three of the seven

.ewere charged for countenancing the ..
kazing act.of their mistahs and thus" .
.were held equally liable along with-

- the four others. The rest of the Class .~ ..

_camemdefenseofﬂmethreeandwrote e
a Jetter:to the: PMA superintendent .+

hich did not reach his fﬁc

-in protest of the perceived harsh de-
cision on their ofhér mlstahs They'_'
-returnied only. dfter. some ‘riegotias
Homs’ with the PMA- Ieaciersh:p bt
Cwere, made o face the consequences:
of their actions including ‘touring’
. the Academy. ] still have to learn .

what happened to the rest of the stu-
. the, Philippine Drug Enforcement

.. dents that time ‘particularly those

from PMA Classes 1983, 1984 and

1985”

4:&»

. the Class took their oath asnew PNP
one-star generals. They aré Chief
Superintendents Valfrie Tabian, Hd-
wirl Rogiie; “Lyndon “Cubos, " Oscar

dents from the same class are my
neighbor Melvin Buenafe, Archie
Gambea, Ted Carranza, Jojo Men-
dez, Elmo Sarona, Ding Acio, Eddie
Benigay, ‘Joevic Ramos and Noel
Baraceros. Waifting for promotion

T

effec’ave yesterday :

‘Albayalde; Roel Obusan and Ronald
de la Rosa. Other Chief Superinten- -

are Senjor Superm’cenden’cs Hly Ras~-_1 :

-0, Doy Trampe, Pikoy: Cascolan,.
.Tony Gardiola, Mariel Magaway,
‘Chen Purugganan, Amador Corpus,
:Noli Romana; Aaron:Aquino, Egay -

Genzales, Ioe.l Garcza and Ato Anga-- v

: =F 3(- ’(' BN
CDRQRATULATIONS '!'0
o NEW PIVEA ALUMNE

ASSOOIATION OFFICERS * i
I wonld like fo congratulaté: the:-.'
new bet Bf officers of the influential
Philippirie Military Academy Alum-"
ni‘Assotiation Inc. of PMAAAT led

by good: friend, retired Depiity Di-

rector General Ty Avemcio of PMA.
Class 1967 who! assumed the:r postsg:

‘Avenido, & formier NP deputy
chlef for administration whowent
on to become-a Director Géneral of

Agencv was electéd as Chairman of

" the Board: of ihe PM_AAAI for 2016-
: R01F
Two weeks ago, 5ix members of

Other ofﬁcza]s are reﬁred Ma]mr
General Mel Rosales of PMA Class
1968 as Vice-Chairman; Navy Cap- -
tain Erick Kagacan of PMA Classl987

" as President; Setitor Supt.Borig Leu-
T terio of PNMLA Clags 1988 as Vice-Pres-

ident; Afr Force Lieutenant Colonel
Consuelo Castitlo of PMA Class 1997
as Corporate Secretary; Army Colo-
nel Eliezer Galam of PMA Class 1987
as Treasurer; and retired Navy Rear
Admiral Rodolfo Rabago.of PMA
Class 1968 as Corporate Auditor.
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www philstar.com
Philippine assault seizes terrorist lair, kills 24 militants

{Associated Press) | Updated March 1, 2016 - 8:36pm

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine military says a major offensive has kifled 24 suspected local
sympathizers of the Islamic State group and captured their remote southern stronghold, where troops

raised the national fiag.

Armed Forces of the Philippines spckesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla says six military personne!l were
killed and a dozen wounded in the operation. About 2,000 troops took part in the weeklong campaign in

Butig tfown in Lanao del Sur province.

Padilla said Tuesday that army generals turned over control of the captured militant stronghold to the
Butig town mayor after the flag-raising, which was held near where leaders of the extremist group
identified as Omar and Abduliah Maute used to live.

Padilla said the military offensive, which was supported by the provincial government, helped stop "the
spread of exiremism."”

www inguirer.nel/
Army regains control of Lanao Sur town, drives away iSiS-inspired

group

By: Jeoffrey Mallem
Minguirardoinet

Inguirer Mingdansao

G7:10 PM March 1st, 2018

BUTIG, Lanao del Sur — Government security forces on Tuesday regained full controf of this town
following the capture of three major stronghoids of a local terror group said to be inspired by the Islamic

State.

The 10-day operation left 24 armed men and three soldiers dead. {An earlier death toll placed the number
of soldiers dead at five.) Al feast 5,000 families were also dispiaced.

Houses, school buildings, government offices and smalfl business establishments were destroyed in the
fierce battle since February 20.

Brig. Gen. Gerardo Barrientos, 1st Army Division chief, led his men in a flag raising ceremony in one of
the three strongholds of the Maute group, where the houses of group feaders Omar and Abduliah Maute

were also burned and destroyed,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

M




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is 2 scurce of national pride.

“This is my message to them. Never challenge the iegitimacy or the rute of law in this part of the region
because you will suffer from the forces of the armed forces,” Barrientos said before his men and local

officials.

“We will not hesitate to use the full force of the army once challenge by any other non faw abiding pecpie,”
he added.

The group led an attack on the detachment of the 51st Infantry Battalion in Barangay Bayabao on Feb. 20,
killing two soldiers and wounding six others.

The military immediately pursued the group, which reportedly included minors as nembers.
“This day is historic for all of us because what of our troops did. From February 20, we resolved the crisis

in the fastest possible time,” the military official said.

Barrientos said the first stronghold, located in the village of Ragayan, had state-funded school facilities
and a three-story building - which served as an observation point used by about 30 snipers.

He said the second territory, surrounded by trenches and situated in the nearby village of Puktan, was
used as center of the militants’ events,

“It is where one of the houses of Maute jeader was located,” he said.

Barrientos said the last camp was where Omar and Abdullah stayed.

“We will continue to run after them so the people of Butig will have peace. They still have capablilities and
maybe they can still recruit new members,” he said.

Barrientos also thanked the ieadership of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front for their cooperation by
repositioning their men.

Mayor Ibrahim Macadato told reporiers the displaced residents could now return to their respective
homes,

“But we want o have a military base in our town so the Maute group can no longer return here,” he
said. SFM

www bomboradyo.com

AFP iginiit muli sa MILF na terorista ang nakasagupa nila sa Lanao

Sur

By Bombo CdeQOPosted in Lalest Newg o,
(Update) CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY - Taliwas sa iginigiit ng Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) na mga

tiwalag na kasapi nila ang nakasagupa ng militar sa Lanao del Sur ay iba naman ang hawak na
impormasyon ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

lto ay mayroong kaugnayan sa naunang pahayag ni MILF 1st vice chairman for political affairs Gadzhali
Jaafar na ang kabiguan umanong pagkapasa ng Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) kung bakit inatake ng
pamilyang Maute ang 51st B, Philippine Army
ang bayan ng Butig na kumitil na sa maraming buhay.
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Sa panayam ng Bombo Radyo, inihayag ni AFP spokesperson B/Gen. Restituto Padilia, sinabi nito na
mismo ang magkapatid na Omar at Abdullah Maute ang nagkupkop ng isang tercrista na pangunahing
suspek sa nangyari noong Bali bombing sa Indonesia.

Sinabi ni Padila na talagang mga terorista ang nakasagupa ng kanilang tropa salungat sa pahayag ni
Jaafar.

Natukiasan daw na ang Indonesian terorista na kinupkop noon ng pamilya Maute ay konektado sa
Jemaah Isiamiyah {(JB) na
unang itinatag ni al-Qaeda terrorist group founder Osama bin Laden upang maghasik ng kaguluhan sa

rehiyon ng Asya.

www.bomboradyo.com

Malaking kuta ng Maute terror group, nabawi_ na ng militar -

Tuluyan nang nakubkob ng militar ang malaking kuta ng Maute terror group sa Butig, Lanao del Sur.

Kahapon ay napasok na umano ng mga sundalo ang main camp ng Maute group na gumagamit sa
pangalan ng ISIS.

Sinabi ni Col. Roselier Murilio, commander ng 103rd infantry Brigade na hindi naging madali para sa mga
sundalo na pasukin ang kampo dahil nakadisenyo ang mga bahay ng mga rebelide para hindi tablan ng

bala.

Ayon kay Muritlo, maliliit ang bintanan ng mga bahay at matibay ito dahil hindi na gumamit ng holiow
biocks ang mga rebelde at purong buhos na semente ang ginamit sa kanilang mga bahay para mas

matibay.

Sa ngayon ay nagsasagawa na lamang ang mga sundalo ng clearing operations at sinusuri kung may
naiwang mga patibong sa lugar.

Patuloy din nilang kinokolekta ang gamit ng mga bandidong grupo.

www.inguirer.net

Soldier killed, 2 hurt in clash with suspected BIFF in Maguindanao
By: Karios Manlupig

Binguirerdotnet

Inguirer Mindanao

06:41 P March 1st, 2018

DAVAQ CITY — A soldier was killed while two others were hurt in an encounter in the town of Datu Salibo
in Maguindanao on Tuesday afternoon,

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, spokesperson of the Philippine Army’s 6th Infantry Division, said that a combined
unit of government forces were providing support during a law enforcement operation when they were
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fired upon by suspected members of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in Barangay Tee
at around 2 p.m.

initial reports received by the division stated that a soidier died in the firefight while two others were
wounded, she said.

Petinglay explained that the ongoing operations have been aimed at securing the communities and
government projects from attacks by armed groups.

The attacking rebels were allegedly led by a cerfain Abu Zaiden.

The BIFF was created by former Moro Islamic Liberation Front commanders who left the organization after
a series of serious disagreements on the conduct of the peace negotiations with the government. SFM

WwWw.News . pig.gov.noh
10 NPA rebels surrender anew to AFP in SurSur

March 01, 2016

TANDAG CITY, Surigao del Sur, Mar. 1 (PIA) — In just a matter of days, 10 regular New People’s Army
(NPA) rebeis of the Guerilia Front Committee 30 (GFC-30) and Guerilla Front Committee 27 (GFC-27),
who likewise turned in their firearms (FAs), have surrendered to the 2nd Special Forces Battation under Lt.
Col. Gaspar Panopio in a joint effort with San Miguel Mayor Alvaro Elizalde, this province, recently.

Col. isidro Purisima, 402nd Infantry Brigade commander of the Philippine Army {PA) here, said that seven
of whom (all belonging to the GFC-30) had returned to the folds of the law on February 18 and 18.

A couple of days earlier, three NPA regulars, also with firearms, had deone the same, the army official
disclosed.

Purisima bared that among the high-powered firearms that were brought along by the seven surrenderees
included four AK47, an M2 Carbine rifle, an M16 rifle, and a caliber .357.

However, when check was done with the initial details, it was found outf that an M14 rifle was on the list
instead of M186.

Also, all of the guns cited were loaded with magazines and ammunitions apart from the spares—a total of
two magazines and ammunitions for the Carbine rifle, one magazine and ammunitions for the M14, plus
16 magazines and 480 rounds of live ammunitions for the AK47s, including four bandoleers.

Col. Purisima assured that every former rebels (FRs) would be entitled to cash aid—a total of P70,000
each—P 50,000 for livelihood assistance, P15,000 for immediate assistance, apart from the additional
P5,000 financial assistance to be given by Governor Johnny Pimentel from the provincial government.

Meanwhile, the brigade chief said his command remained optimistic that more surrenderees would be
availing of the Comprehensive Local Integration Program (CLIP).

“Since the start of this year alone, the brigade has already accounted for close to 30 FRs,” Purisima
pointed out,
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On other developments, the 36th Infantry Batialion {38!B) here under Lt. Col. Randolph Rojas has
continued to carry out security operations following the clash with NPA rebeis at Sitio Boringon, Barangay

Mahaba, Marihatag town on Sunday, February 21,

The army troopers had recovered subversive documenis, medical kits, three rifle grenades, cords believed
to be used in detonating improvised explosive device (IED), and personal effects at the encounter site,
according to Capt. Al Anthony Puebias, battalion civil mititary operations (CMQ) officer.

Bloodstains in all directions were also seen, he added.

Pueblas, quoting a certain Ka Corazon De Jesus, spokesperson of Guerilla Front Committee 19 (GFC-
19), who, he said was monitored in an interview over a local radio station a day after the incident owned

up to have suffered casualties during the 10-minute firefight.

The CMO officer also said that Lt. Col. Rojas was thankful to a civilian who tipped off the battalion via
“text” about the presence of armed group in their area.

Rojas has again reiterated his call on rebels to give up their cause and return to the mainstream of society
by availing of the CLIP. (NGBT/Greg Tataro Jr., Radyo ng Bayan-Tandag/PlA-Surigao del Sur)

www.bomboradys.com
Bangkay ng sundalong na!unod sa il og, narekaber na
By Bombo ButuanPosted inLalest News tesidog i : T R S

BUTUAN CITY — Narekober na ng mga rescuers ang bangkay ng isang sundalo na nadala nang malakas
na agos ng Tago River matapos niyang itong tawirin nitong nakalipas na araw.

Ang bangkay ni Pfc. Nickie Barlis, miyembro ng 2nd Special Force Battalion, Philippine Army na nakabase
sa Brgy. Tina, bayan ng San Miguel, lalawigan ng Surigao del Sur, ay narekober ng mga fauhan ng

search and rescue team ng Philippine Army.

Napag-alamang tinawid umanoc ng biktima kasama ang iba pa nitong mga kasamahan para sa security
operation ang Tago River nang madala ito sa malakas na agos ng tubig hanggang sa natangay papalayo

sa kanyang mga kasamahan.

Dalawang araw pa ang lumipas bago nataguan ang bangkay ng biktima dakong alas-3:45 kahapon ng
hapon,
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www dwdd.com.ph

GOOD EXTERNAL RELATIONSHIP I Vietnamese Navy Rescues
Filipino Fisher

; G s Manila, DWDD-A Filipino fisherman was rescued by
Vietnamese forces near Sin Cowe !siand one of the features in Kalayaan Isiand Group (KIG) claimed by
the People’s Republic of Vietnam on Feb. 18 while clinging to a fishing boat that capsized due to big
waves. His four companions are still missing.

The rescued fisherman named Mr. Anthony R. Gonzales, 34, of Batangas is brought to the above
mentioned Island by the personnel of Vietnam People’s Navy (VPN) and was given proper medical

attention.
The ill-fated boat of Mr. Gonzales was part of a fishing venture being handled by MARLYD Fishing

Company under a mother ship (FB Jermel} in the vicinity of Eldad reef.

This instance steered the Philippine Navy (PN) to direct the logistics ship BRP Laguna (LT501),
which was at that time at the vicinity of Pagasa Island conducting Rotation/Reprovisioning mission at KIG,

to fetch the fisherman at the closest possible time.
Lt 501 arrived at the vicinity of Sin Cowe Isfand on Feb. 18 but during that time, a fishing vessel

from MARLYD Fishing Company was also at the vicinity awaiting any development and was also prepared
to fetch the fisherman.

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) granted the clearance to transfer the said individuai under the
PN custody. However, due fo rough sea conditions, BRP Laguna was not able to come near Sin Cowe .
Island and receive Mr. Gonzales. This prompted the Commanding Officer (CO) of LT 501 to communicate
with the fishing vessel of MARLYD Fishing Company to be the one to accept Mr. Gonzales in behalf of the
Philippines and be the one {0 bring said fisherman to the country. Upon ascertaining the successful
transfer of Mr. Reyes, LT 501 resumed to her mission in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).

This occurrence is a manifestation of the long and sustained ties between the Philippines and Vietnam, so
as their forces, the PN and the VPN which participated in several interactions that foster understanding
notwithstanding varying positions and overlapping claims between the two countries in the WPS.

The assistance rendered by the Vietnamese Peopie’s Navy in helping a distressed Filipino fisher folk near
their island detachment this year is one good example of such cooperation and assistance.
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www. dwdd.com.ph

MULTI-YEAR CONTRACT Il DND in the market for 2 long range
patrol planes

MANILA — The Department of National Defense (DND) is

atlocating the sum of PHP5,876,000 OOO for the acquisition of two brand-new long range patrol aircraft.
The contract includes sensors, sensors Integration, mission support facifities and integrated logistics
support package for the Philippine Air Force which is the specified user of the planes.

Funding will be sourced from the Armed Forces of the Philippines Modernization Act Trust Fund.

Bid opening is on March 14, 10:00 a.m. at the DND Bids and Awards Committee Right Wing Basement,
DND Building, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

Acquisition of the two long range patrol aircraft is among the seven modernization projects placed under
the “Multi-Year Contract” (MYC) scheme approved by President Benigno S. Aquing il last year.

Other projects include the two missile-capable frigates now undergoing bidding; two anti-submarine
heficopters; eight amphibious assault vehicles; six close-air support aircraft; munitions for the FA-50PH
light-interim fighter planes and surveillance systems for the Air Force.

Payment from the seven projects started last year which will run until 2018.

Granting of the MYC will allow to pursue the military modernization program beyond Aguino’s term.

The total value of the seven projects is about PHP44 billion.
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www.interaksyon.com

Richard Gomez open to the idea of a foreign military base in

Ormoc
By: Lottie Salarda, InterAksyon.com

March 1, 2016 8:45 PM

InterAksyon.com
The online news portal of TV5

Ormoc City, Leyte - Ormoc City mayoralty candidate Richard Gomez, husband of Leyte 4th District
Representative Lucy Torres-Gomez, said he is open to the idea of a foreign military base operating in the
City if he gets elected.

Gomez admitted he is happy that the Supreme Court has approved the EDCA or Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement, considered a supplemental agreement to the previous Visiting Forces Agreement
(VFA).

In fact, he said, he and Rep. Lucy Torres-Gomez invited a foreign military group a few weeks ago, to
check out Ormoc City. They even inspected the abandoned portin Brgy. Ipil as a possible docking area
for military naval ships,

He said that, presuming foreign military forces came in, "it's not just the peace and order situation of
Ormoc that will be addressed, but also the whole 4th district of Leyte "

Gomez vows to do everything he can to improve the economy and lives of the people of Ormoc, "This is
now my hometown," he added.

He also vows to use his connections to invite investors, but, first, he must make Ormoc "business
friendly", confident that, with the right pro-business policies in place, the economy of the City will boom
and the people of Ormoc, especially in the outskirts, will benefit the most.

"In my visits to the barangays, | noticed that most of the residents are jobless," he said.

Since agriculture has been the backbone of Ormoc, Gomez vows to implement programs that will help
and improve the agriculture sector of the City.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride.

While Rep. Lucy Torres-Gomez said that, in her two terms, has iobbied for farm-to-market roads and
important infrastructure project to be poured in the district, 1o help make the lives of constituenis easier,
she has a hard time implementing programs in Ormoc City, where the mayor is their opposition.

Gomez said that, because of his dream to see a progressive Ormog, he has sacrificed two upcoming
movies with Star Cinema because he wanis to focus on his candidacy and show the people of Ormoc that

he is wiliing to give up his acting career for them,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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