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- year is likely to rise at its slowest pace
“since 2010,"in “with the decelerating
¥ economniy, by a miich lower figure thanhad
been expécted, 2 &mugh it-probably does
_niot represent th ‘spending number.

BEI]]NG Chma 5 defense budget thls:

runof double-digit budget increases.

:;ﬁgure would be released today, when the -

's’camp 1eg1slatzve body 0pens

a"bout seven to e1ght percent from 2015,
followmg @ riearly unbroken two-decade

- Fit'told.a news conference the actual

annual session of China’s largely rubber-

_pokesperson for Chma spar-
ld incr

ase by ;

Chiﬂa From Page 1

it will be the first single-
digit rise in spending since

”’(‘1(‘ when the military bud-
get logged a 7.5 per rcent in-
crease.

Defense spending last vear
was budgeted to rise 10.1
percent to 886.2 billion vuan
($135.39 billion}, which only
represents about one-quarter

has become more efficient,” he
added, referring to President
Xi Jinping's vigorous efforts to
root out graft.

The defense budget had
been widely expected in mili-
tary and diplomatic circles
to log another impressive
increase.

Fu said the budget was
based on China's national
defense needs, the state of its

that of the United 5tates.

The US Defense Depart-
ment budget ror 2016 1s 5573
hillion.

China's leaders have rou-
tinely sought to justify mili-
tary ‘modernization "7\ link-
ing defense spending to rapid
GDP growth. But gmw*}" of
5.9 percent last vear was the

slowest in 23 vears, and &
further slowdown is widely
expected in 2016.

“One simple reason for the
iower increase is that double
digit rrrow”* ic now harder t¢
sastam, " said Bonii Obare of the
Tokve Foundation think tank.

“But ancther reasor is that
China’s anti-corruption cam-
palﬁn TREeans 1995 monev it he-
ing siphoned off and spending

economy and the performance
of ite fiscal revenues.

China has been repeatedly
criticized for a Jack of transpar-
ency in its defense spending
and its intentions.

“China needs to be trans-
parent and explain its military
spending to the international
community,” Japanese Defense
Minister Gen Nakatani said in
Tokvo ahead of Fu's announce-

ment.

“Tt's epucial that China does
not upset the regiona ! balance
and that it nrmh contribute to
internationa’ stabilitv.”

China's malitary build- -up
hae rattled nerves around the
region, ﬂar‘mcularh beczuse
Chma. l*as taken an increas-
inglv asserfive stance inits ter-
mtonal disputes in the East and
South China Seas.  ~ Reuters
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The United States Navy
has deploved a small armada
to the Sputh China Sea in
what is considered a show
of force as tensions rise over
China's construction of ar-
tificial islands in disputed
waters.

Quoting US military offi-
cials, the Navy Times report-
ed that the aircraft carrier
John C. Stennis, the destrov-
ers Chung-Hoon and Stock-
dale, cruisers Antietam and
Mobiie Bav along with the
Blue Ridge, command ship

f the Japan-based Seventh
Fleet, set off recently for
the Sputh China Sea, where
Betiing has installed surface-
to-zir missiies and built an
airstrip on reclaimed area.

China is claiming almost en-
tirely ac its own.

“When thev put their ad-
vanced missile systems on the
Paracels, and when they build
three 10,000-foot runwavs in
the Spratlvs on the basis that
thev've reclaimed - when
thev do all of that, they're
changing the operafmnaﬂ
}andqcape in the South China
Sea,” Harris told reporters
at the Pentagon last month,
“Short of war, thev can rise
to the Jevel of having tactical
control of the waterwayvs of
the South China Sea.”

Beijing lambasted Harris for
“sowing discord” and intend-
ing “to smear China's legiti-
mate and reascnable actions”
in the disputed area, adding,

The Biue Ridge i onits way
to the Philippines for & port
call, while the Anticiam, also
based in Japan, is conducting a
“routine patrol” in the area, the
Navy Times reported. It added
that the 11uclear»p0wered Sten-
ms deploved from Washington
state on Jan. 15.

The recent deplovments
come amid US accusations
that China is “militariz-
ing” the Seuth China Sea
~ a charge that Beijing has

disputed.
Testifving before the LS
Senate last month, Adm.

Harrv Harris, chief of the
Hawaii-based Pacific Com-
mand, told the Armed Service
Cormmittee, “In my opinion,
China is clearly militarizing

“He is finding an excuse for
'S maritime heﬂemom ana
muscle-flexing on ~ the sea’

Chinese Foreign Affairs
Minister Wang Yi said "de-
militarization” in the area
should inctude the US and the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations. ASEAN foreign min-
isters, at a recent meeting in
Vientiane, Lacs, had expressed
concern over Chinese actions
in the disputed waters.

China has reportedly de-
nloved HQ-% anti-air warfare
missiles on Woody Island in
the Paracels near Vietnam
while the Chinese single-seat
fighter jet Shenvang I 11 was
alsc seen in the area. A high-
tech air search radar capable
of detecting US stealth zir-

the South China Sea... You'd
have to believe ina ﬂat Eartn
to believe otherwise.”

Harris also expressed con-
cern to reporters that China
would declare an Air Defense
Identification Zone {ADIZ)
over the South China Sez a-
he noted that Beijing had so
far reclaimed “ear1} 3,000
acres of “militarv bases” in
disputed waters

An ADIZ would require
passing alrcraft to identifs
itself and declare it inten-
tions to China’s aviatior
authority. I’T‘EEB‘HE‘:;OT}E%’
ailows a nation o 48
ADIZ vwrithin ite territory. Bue
several nations including the
Philir} pines are claiming parts
of the South China Sea. which

craft mav also be instalied,
accu"dmv to reports.

Fu Ying, former Chinese
ambassador to Manila and cur-
rent spokesworman for Chines’s
National People's Congress,
said it was the US that was
sending “the most advanced
aircraft and militarv vessels”
o the South China Sea.

She warned that accusing
China of militarizing the
region could lead to 2 “mis-
calculation of the situation.”

Harris is asking the US Con-
gress to approve investments
in next-generation anti-surface
missiles for the Navy to coun-
ter the growing capabilities of
potenti a} riva 15 He also wants

more attack submarines de- 85 8285

ploved in the region.
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The MWantla Times

China defense
spending torise
"7 t0 8%'in 2016

BEUING: China will raise its defense spending by
seven 1o eight percent this vear, a op official said
on Fridav 3 smaller 1ncrease ! than the double-

digit rises of the past av beiiing secks & oTe
sthcient mititan.
i the same time, the rising power s INdreasing

jts mititary heftl and asseniing its ternitor ial claims
in the Souih China Sea. raising iensions with s
neighbors and with Washingten.

"Ching's militan budger will rmzénu-h e
grow this vear hu the margin will bw fower
than last year s and the previous V2ars, " sald Fu
Ying. spokeswoman for the Nauons Deuples
Cos NETLss (NP ithe communisi- conireiied
pan’;mnm

f1will be benween saven and eight rercent.”

o A2

HSPENDlNG FROM Al

"I‘he exact mcrease wﬂl be an—
‘néunced on Saturday at the open-
mg of the NPC, Fu told reporters
* - Thereduced increase comes as
China under Preszdent)ﬁ ]mpmg
seeks 10 craft a more efficient
and effecuve Peop!e s Liberation

_standmg military. -

:: ‘decades.the. mamstay of Wash:
" ington's. ablhty to project power
: .__around the worI_d the DF-21}3

structiire ‘at the start of the year,

estabhshmg 4 new army general’

command ‘and a-Rocket: Force to
oversee its strategic missiles.
At a‘giant military parade in
Beijing last year to commeimo-
_rate’the 70th anniversary of

Japan’s World War 1I deféat, Xi.

anneuméd' he PLA would be

allistic missiles folling through

| the streets of the capital, with state
| “television calling them a “srump’
| card” in‘potential conflicts anid

“one _of Chma s key weapons in

| -noble'mls'smn of upholdmg :
world peace, faithfully protect
national. security, and- would*

never. "seek hegemony.”

*Fu also on Friday said the couns -

try was: *pushing forward military

_reform” to ach:eve those goals.

Army’ {PLA) the’ worlds largest-

“1tunveiled a revamped mlhtary'

' (_}00 person: 1

ozen “carrier kllier ant1~sh1p_

!

i

4 |

Page:

de ense spendmg

The military budget was deter-

! ‘mined by both China's defense
needs and the national economic
-situation, she added - the country

saw its weakest growth in a quarter
of a century last year.

_.In 2015, the budget was in-
creased by 10.1 percent, bringing
it to 886.9 billion yuan ($141.4
billion at the time).

*."Xi Jinping will be determined
1o increase the military capabilities
of the PLA in spite of the slow-

| ing growth of China's economy,

| Jamnes Char, a researcher at the
*8. Rajaratnam School of Interna-
| tionial Studies in Singapore, told
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has-built up 2

Agence France-Fresse.
“More money is required t0

facititate the troop seduction in’
tetrris of the remuneration pack-

ages and ‘compensation 10 those
affected by the cuts.” R

Char and many othet analysts

believe that China’s actual military
spending is significantly higher
than officially pub_liciz_ed. o

‘A.ii'icraft am;_ -

At '_fﬁe;-sam_é_tin;e, Beijing is

Jooking to increase its own na- -
val s__tr;eng_th_._gnq.fre_ach_,._'aﬂ_d_bf_-__ _

fials confirmed in December

thiat its second ajrcraft carrier—

the first to'he entirely domesti-
“dally designed and built-—-was

-under construction.:

O ork has started on a logisics

‘Facility in Diibout, in the Homof
Afiica, the defesce ministry said
Jastweek. o

* Relations with US ireaty ally
japan had soured in recent years
in a row over disputed islands
in the East Chiria Sea controlled

ontrovessially, ;B‘.ei'ii:ng

which a third of the world's oil
passes, and which it claims almost
inifs enfitety. S
Several.other littoral states have
competing claims, as does Taiwan.
- Satellitepictures show what us

analysts say are de Toyments of .
~gurfaceto ai'r'--miss'i}es"ar’id-fa’ciliﬁe’s :
with military uses, such as TUNWaYS’

andradar’ T w

. _Wéshin'gtoﬁ says Beijing's ac-
tioms threaten: freedom of navi-
gation ih the strategically vital
waterway, and it has sert warships
10 sail within 12 nautical miles of

‘the new islands#_—th'é;sq;ma_l_i_ter.

Storial Jimit around natural land
1o aséert thatrights -
Last week,'_US_Paciﬁci Com-

“mand chi of Admiral Harty Harris

138 | ificial istands in°
the South China Sea—through.

ds__cape'?iﬁ the -
called for more
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NVOY ON ATTACK VS SAUD! IMA

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE
REPORTER

-§ aAmbassador Philip Goldberg
' said Friday Washington is
looking into the assassination

attempt on two Saudi clerics in the
southern Philippine port city of
Zamboanga, and whether the incident
has any links to the Islamic State in
Traq and Syria (IS1S}.

Inoan exciusive rounduable
imterview swith The Manifa Times
cditors and reporiers on brigay,
Goldberg said no evidence has
araced 10 link the shooting of
cleric Azidh ibn Abdulieh sl
Qarsi and Sheik Turki Assaegh
the religious attache of the Saudi
srabian Lmbassy in Mania o
the 1518 ap international ter-
ror network that bas called on
folloveers W lzunch TJone wolf’
antacks against 1515 targets.

“t don i think weve seen any
divest link and thats why wo said
. investigat what happenad
ir the assassinadion atemptis wry

imporiant. Whe are thes people

ehat are thelr connectons af do

et o

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF F

they have anvihing 10 do with
19182" Goidberg said emphasiz-
ing the need To1 information on
whether the victim was on am
141§ hit list. “We have 10 have that
wind of informauion before we Zap
make anv kind of statement.”
However, there are daims that
41-Qarns is ox the 18IS hit list.
The US cnvov described as
“iroubling’ the information that
some clerics hased in hiingan-
20, including lamil Yahva..have
pledged allegionce 1o the 1818 in
Njarzwi Cirv, Yaia s said 6 be
icading more than 100 peopic
sneluding women and childrei.
“what Lde think is. we do see

The Wanila Times | v A1

LAZ
e vwn wree sy 345-8555 Lacal: 5285, 5285
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ISIS FROM Al

US lookmg mtoany S!S imk

a n:oubhng kmd of information

here, The very fact that they're
.daxmmg this. aliegxance is trou-
bling. So we have to see exactly
whether that is boas‘ong of some:
‘sort {for} whatever reason, rnaybe_j. o
they gef money o, miaybe; they -
‘think there {1s] alot of heightened
‘prestige [awaztmg &em ifthey.do.
whatever it is that they are domg]

-m Mmdanao, he added

The US envoy said. w:th all.

.sorts of claims being made in
;pubhc, F:hpmos should be dis-

cerning about the mformanon .

that they get.

- "Sowe follow‘dus {assassmanon :
attempt} very closeiy Weare obvi<'

“ously concemed whenever we hear

‘those terms used by the ISIS: But_
1 think people have 1o look [at in- :
cidents like this] : also realistically.
1 think they nieed to see exactly -

whic's behind this event, the Zam-
boanga shooting, and what exactly
_happened ‘Goldberd added, .

“were indeed peopie who tried to
align ﬁlemseives, at least hlston—' .

caﬂy, mﬂo ESIS_

{’che "

';'thepeople who dalmed some sort
of connection to 1818 oral- Qaeda,

who are ]ust pro]ecung that [con—

e'admmed though that 'there--..__

: nectmn} because of theit own

_ try] ‘because ‘of thxs
-:_-_Goléberg said: i
”We, m the Umted States,

-connecnon
“[in] Euzope, W

1818], ]

' through plannirig’ with ESIS or wuh :

.'al-Qaeda,” headded. oo
Goldberg said everybody is

. concerned about-the issue of for-

" to the Middle ‘Fast from various
" coitntries; but said they do not
have conﬁzmanon of whether the
travelers mdude F}hpmos _
“So 1t is more than somethinig
rhetorical and- that's what we

- haven't seen and we fwould] have . =
10 watch it ciosely We have 1o
“watch that very closely. here, in -
the region and in the world. “We -
_have to'do in all our powertotry "

-j' 0 prevent that from happening,

‘ﬁgh‘cets {who are] going to Middl

_ are made " headded.

Coldbefg d1sn'nssed danns that

‘iews and [rhetoric] and say that
we ;ust did that {Zamboanga slay"'_ :

‘and
we've seen events' i
- before

‘that are homegrown orin some--:_ nao: I
- month; mMaram {Clty

cases with some, connection fto-:
erhaps, hke in jakarta, -
~and 6 that's the second category. -

You look to see if there isTeally a -
- connection through fanding or -

‘eign fighters: and of people going. .
teferring 10 the Moro Nat;onal
- Liberation: Front.’

. the: phenomen[on] Jof] foreign

East and how [these] « connecoons 1
: . such: movements s
"The Moro groups are lookmg

the Phihppme Congress
to enact into Jaw- the )

-something to do with es

- ~attacks in ‘Mindanao by militants

_-ﬁgh‘ong in the name of IS
 "This: {ciann} has b

‘boanga. There are peor %

are very dtsapposnted with the

BBL ot going through... but they
4re moderate in their views and

but they continue fighting o1

-pr _po' d

* look to people whether {they are .
. 'fiom] the past, this happened in
" the 1990s with the other group

_-:strugglimg} * he said, apparently .

The proposed BBL 8 é product
" of a peace agreement between the

* Philippine government and the

Moro Islamic Liberatiof Front. .
Goidberg observed that while
gEOUPS . such -as the Bangsam-

groups, do not like th

- .[for] somethmg dlfferent, they are
‘notjihadist groups

.The BIFE one
of those who pledgeld] allegiance.

161818, was part of those disaf-
:fected'people {from] the Moro"

any} member who _
o take advantage of this situa-
:_f_r_om joiming; those. 31had1st
grops,” Goldberg added:

The US, according to the ambas-
sador, is working closely with the
Philippine government to monitor
the threat of ISIS in the country
and in Southeast Asia.

“We are already collaborat-
xng very closely, we exchange

[

'mformation ‘we have a'coun=~

" ter-térrorism ‘cooperation. We

0107 Islamlc Freedom F1ghters _
.-(BIFF) may, seem 1o have views
about supporting transnational
* jihadist movements, the people
n Mindanio,: Tike. the_' Moro -

backing and 1mkmg up' W1th’-
: -~ ‘leagues to see what's going on,”

handled [2] joint task force op-

eration in Mindanao last year,
as well as an increase[d] capac-
ity of} the Philippines [to deal
with terrorism]. We still work
very closely with the Special

Operaticns forces of the AFP

[Arined Forces of the Philip-

.pines], the SAF [Special Action

Force], through our intelligence

-_cooperaﬂon, " he said.

“30 we have to work very
cioseiy with out Philippine col-

Goldberg added.
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China
inatoll

CHINA indeed sent Yesselsaround
Spatoll in ihie West Pilippine Sea
(South'China Sea) totowa
‘grounided Fitipino fishing vessel, * .
ah action reported earlieras
“pecupation of an island near
palawan, a military official con- ..
firmed on Friday. e o
Kecording to Capt. Cherryl Tindog,
spokesman fof the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) Western
Command, it was a:Chinese rescue
sandsalvage ship; not:Chinese ;_(_;o__a:v,t_ .
-~ Guard boat, that was spotted towing
3 grounged Filipine fishing vg;_sei.‘.at
the Quiring {Jackson) Atoli on

February 22. .

“The unmanned fishing vessel
reportedly 7an agi_rs_)und in .quembef
lastyear ool ol
Tindog said the Chinese ship has
gincellefttheareas s

- Nung sumunod na mgd patrols:
natin, mgd Filipino fishing veﬁselsm
jangna nasa-sight _nan‘n'iﬂunng our
foligw-p patrols, what we sawl were
Filiping fishing vessels],” he added.

)t was ot known where the -
fishing vessel was taken and th'e :

" \Western Command {Westcom) is .
coordinating with the Bureau of . -

Tishieries and Aguatic Resousces; the

- Phifippine Coast Guard and the -
Maritime industry Authority to
determine if the ownef of the vessel
had reported if the ship was turned
over by the Chinese. .. -

*Filipinio fisherrmsn: So'the reportis

_-longer in the atoll.

~and that there are ng more sightings of -

"“are monitoring the sitiation and

“complicate or escalate disputes in

Earlier Chinese Foretgn Ministry
spokesman Hong Lei said China
sent vessels to the Quiriro atoll to
tow a grounded ship. .

“To quarantee safety of naviga--
tion and of work conditions, China
urged fishing vessels near the site
to feave,” according to Hong,

He, however, insisted that China
had indisputable sovereignty over
theatolh, - - o e

Vice Admi, Alexandef Lopez,

“Westcom commander, had denied
- that China occupied the atoll.” -
~ “That's not atcurate. That's not
-true,” Lopez said of the alleged.
‘Chinese occupation of Quitino atoll,
“According to him, three to five
Chinese ships were earlier sighted
in the area but the vessels teft on
February 24. . _
~“It's not true that they have
control of Quirino atoll. In fact, the
last time we flew there, we saw

very ihaccurate,” he said.
.The Department.of Forsign Affairs
said the Chinese vessels are no

. “The department received initial
- reports from our defense authorities
that two weeks ago, Chinese Coast Guard
“vessels were sighted in the Quirino atoll

Chinese vessels in the aréa as of today,”
the DFA said in a statement,
It added that Philippine officials

rejterated its call on China“to -~
exercise self-restraint fin] the
conduct of activities that could -

the South China Sea and affect

peace and stability in theregion”
: FE_RNAN MARASIGAN
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~ AFP dedlares Agusan Sur
as;ég;.conﬂlct-manageabﬁe

" The Armed Forces of the"

Philippines (AFP) has declared

Agusan del Sur province, a know .
operational area of the New;ﬁ_-
People! sArmy N PA), a8 a provinee, .
ready; for further develepment'

where . armed conﬂ;ct s aiready_
o+ it. We can-only do it by propelling

manageable .
Lt. Gen. Rey Guerrero

commander of BEastern Mindanao
Command (Eastmincom), and -
“Aguisan del Sur Gov, Adolph Edward

‘_; : Plazaled the ceremony declaring

‘the*province as-“conflict-

manageable’ and ready for further-

developmentf’ held at the sessmn' -
SPlE '--_f-"fNPA Agusan el furhas been:
" VeTiie to previens ¢lashes between
_communists.and guvernment

; onThursday A

Guerrero said that wn:h the .
declaratmn, the province can now -
“expect: more investments,. thus
prowde geonomic growth in the :

area.

“On reachmg thls stage of -

] _normalcy, the p031t1ve ouécomes_ .'

. are: first; economic growthwhere_.-:_

' mvestments can pour 1nto enable’
the peoplete actively participate
Guerrero_

in: ec(mmmc aetmty,
- said, B

_ “Second pohtmai stabﬂxtvwhere";
: we ‘exercise are legitimacy and -/
. third semalharmnny, where peopie‘"

‘- Tive and interact freely without fear
: from’ wolence and mtmudatmn,” he
added '

For. h1s part, Plaza rathed ai}

stakehozders in Agusan.del Sur to:

sustain the momentum 1o ensure

"thatthe entire province will beneﬁt
from the stability. -~ =

" “The chaﬂenge now isto sustain

development especially inremote

" communities. And we can only gain
-it, if all of us works together. 1
would -really like-to: thank the
-“Armed Forces of the Philippines
for helping us to-achieve this kind
" of environment,” Plaza said; -

A Tnown operamng ares of

troops.

écmmander of the Army’s 4th

- Infantry Dmsxen (ID), is reaching
“out to the communist rebels to

rejoin the mainstream society.
“The 'NPA has aiways been

“called and invited 1o} joihus inthis |

peaceful endeavor. With' this
deelaration of a ‘Confliet
Manageable Agusan del Sur, the

- peopleofthe provinee have spoken

that they 4o not want violence and

" disorder. The NPA should heed to-.
this ¢all,” Lactac said. S

Maj, Gen. Oscar Lactao,'
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ZAMBOANGA CI‘I‘YmAmencan sold1ers '
‘ate now training members of the élite Spe-

"cial Action Force {(SAF) unit of the Philip:
‘pine- National Police on combat tactics
which, a ranking PNP official said, would

-helpin the ﬁght against insurgents and ter-.

IOILStS

-Chief Supt RandoifDeiﬁn .deputypohce :

N dJrector for ‘Western Mmdanao -said ‘the

45-day training progra.m would: equip SAF
members with ‘more. skills “in our. fight
© against msurgency and térrorism’

Delfiin’s statements drew angry reacﬁons .

from leftist groups that said the police offi-
cer’s statements‘::conﬁrmed What they had
beén: ‘sayin ] i
. volverent 'in to
U.OIIS in the Phihppmes

: Interventxon

W condemn this contmumg: S”mter—-
ventionist - polnry;” ‘said’ Bayan Muna-

: Rep ‘Catlos [$agani Zarate,

+He said US' military’ operanons in the'
Phﬂlppmes “like thi§ “one disgmsed as'a:
supposeti training, are "n_ fact among the

_causes of rebellion”
o day revoluuonanes

kﬂls that we have fmm

: 'niea'sures bemg pan of the objecuves uf the :

_trainingprogram. -

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei no.

rinstirgency opera-

'ops would teach’ Ph1hppme'

He said only that the training program is
the result of friendship between the {}S and

the Phﬂlppme gOVernments. -
“Soit’s kmd mf a camaradene Delcoure

said. ‘
i really good bondmg between the ‘

Wo umts "he sald

Unconststutlona!
- Kith: Gargar, spokesperson of enmronment .

| g-roup Panalipdan, said the:use of US forces

to train policemen against msurgents is pure
and stinple foreign military intervention.”
“By-allowing this; the Aquino govern-

' ment is guilty -of moiatmg the Constltu-
o tion,"hesaid: .

Accordmg 1o Delﬁn Amencan soldiers ‘
‘brought - in’ p:eces of eqmpment for the
trammgprogram

It 4would be a two- way street however said

' Delcom'e He said US soldiers are also expect-

mg to leam fmm the:r Phnhppme counterparts -

Elrte group
©Supts Reynard Anno commandmg offi-

. cerofthe Sth: Spemal Action Battalion, said .

atleast :60 SAF men would take part in the -
training program- mﬂz courses .on marks-

' manshlp and small unit tactics.

- Last month s - -soldiers - also .started- .s

- “training SAF men on tacticdl combat care or
. lifé-saving -support, - according to Chief.

Supt: Miguel Antonio Jr_, head of the West-
ern Mindaniao police. -

~-Antonio said the trammg program was
held inside the Zamboanga Ecozone and

Freeport Authority in- Barangay San Ra-
. mon, Zamboanga City. - *

-“They are here as consultants " said An-

. tonio'of the US scldies. Julie Alipala with
. areport from Germelma Lacarte, Inquir-

er M mdanao
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i terronqt Broups are get!:mg
& upport from the IS.

any event, the military is
p of the country’s securlt)
- ﬁon, Padilla saxd

V] '; htal'y From Page 1

thezr homes :
The zunmen flew
‘during the: flghtmg, _
nme of the 1S - * danas with the group’s ing

- “Padilla made the statement: " nia‘were found when soldiers
foliowmg reports that gun- _".overrantheubase, :
men fighting:in the name of - concrete bunlding, accor
1S are: escalatmg attaaks m'- the pulitary. . oo
ndanac At the 'same” t1m '

‘Rodolfo Mendoza,- a_' semor 100 Iqlometers .iaway,

i the b1gger terror group Daesh.-_ :
out there (Middle East),”Pa- '

_glesinplacein order to #ddress
all these concetns in an event
. the threats are verified as true.
‘W_orkmg on.a worst-case-
‘scénario, we have the prepara-
ons attuned with thiskind of:
sectrity situation: That'swhat.
¢ can assure the pubhc," Pa-
e dillasaid:
-Hex cited the mlhtary action
“agamst the Maute group fol-
Jdowing the attack on a remote_
“Army outpost. :
he giick” military’ and po-
Tice action was done if only to-
show the will and determina-
o the government to.ad-
“dress any unfolding security
' __'threats az‘ound the country,
o hesaid. . :
- ”We are not mngmg alarm_
bells herel ' We are telling.
-_people to go Wlth your nor-

1edged aliegxénce t0 IS were - P
anning big op '-i‘a’ﬂons "hke'"--

..aute SHOUp, saying. they are
known to align themselves fo

It pr
identifying themselves with
t‘ne Daesh,” I’adﬂla saud
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Filipino nid:ers stand guard nextto tanks
M:htants ;_nspsred by the Isi mic State rcup attacked a

ry important participation’
fthe dommunity that'we

ec:bnomlr 11fe but W1th‘the have eenpushmg all aiong, :
Padilla said.:

: plac:ed -

. Lanao del Sur.in this photo taken on Tuesday. -
ilitary outpost'in Butlg town recenﬂy ¥

local terror groups are mis- -

“ . They sa;ad the Imhtants 11ke
the Maute group aré just crimi-
nalé interested il money, and
“not radical’ slamlst ]1‘nadzsts
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. mairitaing
-~ TOWerS,:

-KIDAPAWAN CITY———An eiectrzmty transm1331on
tower that had been bombed in January was
bombed again on Wednesday, cutting off power

supply in parts of North Cotabato and Maguin- )

‘danao provinces and sending a message that au--
thorities: had been hearing over and Gver_
agamu—-the towers that help hght up homes in
Mindanao are not secure. '

. According to the National
Grid Corp. of the Philippines
{NGCP), the private firm that
the

- transmission
: - Malacafiang ‘has. dl-.

" ready formed a task force to se- 8
- cure transmission facilities that

"had become sitting ducks for .

sabotage and terror attacks. -

&+~ The task force would be :

headed by the Department .of
Energy ‘according to Elizabeth
"daga NGCP mformanon ofﬁ

‘was fos.md sulk strapped w the

strapped 1mprov;sed -explosive
devices (IEDs) on the“founda-

- tions of Towér No. 63 of NGCPin
_Aleogan towny, North Cotabato,
‘and set off ‘the ‘explosion past
‘midnight on Wednesday. =~ "

_Tayong, quoting-.investiga-
tion reports, said unly one of the
IEDs exploded. The other IED

tower. -
A vﬁlage chair int Aleosan re-’

bles that cary electricity and

triggered power odtages in

parts of North Cotabato and
Maguindanao, accor‘diag 10
Tayong. :
.. Tayong appealéed to NGCP o

make the first move in securing

its towers by hiring pmate se-
curify “cohtractors to: guard
transmission facilidies.

Last month, NGCP said it is
studying a proposal to form a
militia-type unit to secure the
towers and other trapsmission
facilities. The proposal was
made at a hearing of the House
energy committee i Cagayan

“deOro City

Maj. Gen. Demy TeJares
deputv commander of the
Army’s- 1st Infantry Dmsaon
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an oni February 16 each received more than P400,000

worth of cash benefits, officials.
. “The financial aid was part of the

id yesterddy, " -
tash advance

| THE families of the six policemen killedin atreach:

erous New Péople’s Army attack in Baggao, Cagay-
' director Sr..Supt. Ronaldo Olay, the policemnen held
. theif liné to pravent the rebels from coming nearer to
burn ‘two police Vehicles and steal weapons and
Camrmunition’ il

. insurance claim from the Public Safety Miitual Ben-

_efit Fund.

PNP chief Director General Ricardo Matquez.

- Marquez personally anded P50,000 financial as.

.efit Fund Inc. (PSMBE), Public Safety Savings and
‘LoanAssociation Inc (PSSLAT), National Police Com-
~sssion death benefits and financial assistance from

- ambush in a remote village in Allacapan, Cagayar in

sistance to each famiily of the slairi ‘police .officers .

-when he wvisited them on’ February 23, said Police

‘Regional Office 2 diréctor Chief Supt. Ranier Idio. .

" The PNP . ‘chief also paid tribnte 1o the heroism -

displayed by the fallen cops; Police Officers 1 Ryan
Annang, Derel Surico, Arjay Bautista, Rogelio Al-
fonso; fulius Soriaro and Jaypee Aspirgsi v

. The other benefits such as the PNP and Napolcom.

pension, Commutation of Accarilated Leaves and
Special Finaricial Assistance are being process, said
PNP spokesman Chief Supt. Wilben Mayor.

ng Sugatang Magiting” ‘were given to 17 .of their
colleagues from the Regiorial Public Safety Battalion
2,:who were wounded in the NPA ambush.

-+ qdlio said that the financial claims of Insp. Angelc

“Pagulayan and PO2

processed too. 0 _ _ .
- Members of the RPSB2 bravely stood their ground
~and exchanged fire with the gunmen killing at Iéast
‘one.
. belonging {0'a member of ¢

Fotce commando, they killed in a similar ambush on

Esteban Lugo were still being

e rebels!

Wwho yielded i autématic rifle'

. According to Cagayan Police Provincial Office

. :Olay.said that ;&t_.':Fé_i:-fz"ai{s._a'u"cbmaﬁé M-16 rifle
recovered at'the site has tirned out to have been

May 2013, The commandos were killed by the guer-

:issued 10 onie of the nine SAF troopers killed in an_

rillas, who'used ‘4 laridmiine to immobilize their

- vehicle during the ambish. Six other SAF troopers :
‘were also wounded in thatincident, which took place

about two kilometers away from the Allacapan Mu-
nicipal Police Station. ©. .
PNP intelligence reports showed that Baggao has

" 10 NPA-threatenad barangays and has been a wit-

The Siai officers Were also conferred the postfi: -
‘mous “Medalyanig Kadakildar” or the PNP Heroism'
Medal while the samie medal {interim) and “Medalys

~duicted

Tess to @ number of NPA atrocities in the past.

Ir 2014, suspected NPA rebels killed two mem-
bers of the Army’s 17th Infantry Battalion, who were
on a surveillance mission in the area.. . ..
and killed two Army infellipence agents and
one militaman in Zinundungan Valley in the nearby
Rizal municipality. Officials said there have been
frequent NPA sightingsin the town, where the NPA’s
Northém and Western Front Comumnittess led by
David Soriano alias “Ka Rosa” and Christina Garcia

. alias "Ka Senyang” are said to be operating.
. ATPRO2report said thai the RPSB Operatives were

out to take more pictures of the result of an NPA

. arson attack in Sitio Ngaruthgut, Bgy. Tanglagan,
Gattaran fown 'on Valenting’s Day when they were

ermber. of theé PNP Special Action

attacked by some 40 heavilj-armed NPA rebels led
by Soriane. Alfred Dalizon

Februiary 2015, suspected NPA guerrillas ab- |

;
gl
|
!

|
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: By MARV!N SY and ROEL PARENO

_power' ﬁpply
“Eleven addltlonal power

1 .p.lan will be operational in
- Min anao ‘in the next four

doe everyt '
- the a’tf_:a_cks .

o '-:'."bombmg of tran'smlssmn

facilities 1s- aggravatmg the

- units should also ¢

“with the National Grid Corp
“of the Philippines (NGCP) to
séttle right-of-way issues with

s~ years;” she said.

“We need to ensure that

"'-.._transmzsswn lines are up....
“What good will it be to have
‘an adequate supply .of power
when it ‘will not benefit the
residents. These transmission

o power"51tua ion.in- Mmd— where the' trans-_- “grids must be checked,” she
anao.. - : misszon towers are located:  said;:

" Poesaid the Philippine Na- . Poe said tfne govermnent

£ Horial Police and Armed Forces should also address the pow-

. of the-i’l’uhppme&-':should se- -er crisis.in.the region by
smission facilities as ' rehabilitating the Agus and-
“1nore power plants are being Pulangt hydro-power plants
'constmcted toensure a stable ~and puttmg up renewable

e aging .
R _'I'he mmdent brought to 19 the

: iaw enforcement agenczes to
ensure the repair and restora-
tion of damaged nmlsrmsszon
L 5 lines i Mindahao "5 .
called ‘n the Moro Isiazmc__ - "t should be repalred be-
'-L1berat10n Front to help secure aUSe We. need power to oper- -
' A~ ate our automated machines-
dunng the elections,” Comelec:
Chatrman Andres Bautistasaid.
~dom The Department of Energy
the bombings could also be  2nd the NGCP urged the Com-

. addressed by the MILF since - elec to intervene to ensure that
'1:many ofits ofﬂ Gialk ard mém he damaged towers are’ re-

i . "paired in time for the elections.
Pers have relatives and friends- T Erergy Secretary Zenaida

_;-ene gv'plants e
" Sen“ Franczs chudero

:_: Monsada CIt&d TOWEI‘ 25 in | -45.9555 Local: 5285 5295

OFF;?_E OF THE ARMY CHIEF P{ - Rafnaln, La Norte, Whi ch has

Art

: }...;bombed on Dec 24
f'-lssue& a resolutzon deputzmg-i_ T - Wzth Mayen ]aymalm
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Bng Gen lan Arrogado, commander of }’om’c Task Group'
o -Sulu, said the bandits were collared while plantmg improvised
p_l_osw devices 'along the read m Smo Nangka in Barangav

Asueatdp.
* Theidentities of the bandzts Were wz’t}&eld pendmg ’che result

.-3 of the investigation. "+ &
Arro]ado sald the troope recovered the bombs mggenng

:devzce e B ‘= Roel Pareno
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faﬂs to meet deadhne bn SAK 44 case

By EDU PUNAY

The Depari:ment of Justice (DO}) has -
failed to meet its self-imposed deadline_
to resolve the criminal charges against the”

Muslim rebels tagged in the killing of 44 :
_pohcemen in Mamasapano, Magnndanao

last year.

- A total of 90 commanders and tnem- :
bers ‘of theé Moro Islamic Liberation-
 Front (MILF), Banigsamoro Islamic Free-
dém Fighters (BIFF) and armed civilians
“were implicated in the death of the 44
' Spemai Action Force’ (SAF) commandos

'__durmg an opera’cmn 1n Mamaqapano
Confan. 25 :

‘Acting }ustlce Secretary Emmanuel _

Caparas earlier said the resolution on the

complex crime of direct assault with mur-.
der comiplaint that the National Bureau. .
of Investigation (NBI) filed against the
suspects over the killing of 35 of the SAF .

operatives during the encounter would
be released inFebruary,..

“Butthisdidnot matenahze as 1o reso--'-'..

~lition has beenissued as of yesterday.
- However, Caparas told reporters
that the resolution would be released

next - week.- No reason -was gwen for

the delay. -
The prehmmary mvestlgatxon on the

- case by a panel led by Assistant State
. Prosécttor Alexander Suarez was.cons
i cluded last Jan. 14 with: only four of 90

respondents abie to answer the charges.

Of the 90 respondents, only four
submitted counter-affidavits and de--
“nied the charges supposed MILF field
commander Pendatun Utek Makakua, -
" ‘who denied the charges and claimed-
to be a farmer; Mustapha Tatak, a ba-
rangay. chairman in Sapakan, Mamasa- -
pano; and civilians Lakiman Dawaling -
and Khalim Keda, who were accused. .

" of bemg MILE field commanders in-

'volved in the killing of 35 SAF menin |

‘Barangay Tukanalipao.-

Faczng the DOJ probe are 13 conunand- |

-ers.of MILF and si% commanders of BIFE

But the names of the respondents were not

‘made public so as to prevent them from

evadmg possible prosecution.

thority.”

The fact-fmdmg team of prosecutors'
" and the NBI agents based the réport on
“accounts of eyew1tnesses ~ including
‘alias Marathon — Who identified the liable

MILF and BIFF commanders and have
peen placed under the witness prctect'(on

program.
The viral videos of the encounter that

They were accused of acting “in con-_ circulated in social media sites also helped

‘spiracy withone another toattack, emiploy
" force, seriously intimidate or resist the 35
“SAF commandos, who were uniformed . -
police officers and thus persons inau

“in theinvestigation and their sources have
: been traced.

- Based on the results of the probe the

'kﬂlmgs of the SAF commandos appeared
. 'to be “spontaneous and not an institu-

tional act of the MILE”
 The charges covered the cases of

35 slain SAF men who belonged to

the 55th SAF Company that engaged

MILF and BIFF fighters
and armed civilians in the
cornfields of Barangay Tu-
kanalipao::

Last: Oc’cober, the fact»flnd-'
ing team released its second res
port involving the cases of the
nine other slain commandos

from the 84th SAF company
in Barangay Pidsandawan as
well as the five civilians and 18

-MILF fighters who were also
killed during the clash. Noone
‘was charged because probers

failed to secure witnesses to
identify the killers.

FEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Teino. {(

021 845-8555 Local 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving

Ccru--f* e s

[l N

the peopie

[ ¥

I

f‘i
(RO




Lirmy Vision

By 2028 & wolio-class Army I

. OFFI got
: CE OF THE ARRMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Fmail 2dd: pacpz.army2012@gmail.com - Te! no. {02} 84

585

5B Local. 5285, £295¢ce

05 March 2016

" mandatory age of retire
: -mﬁltary service of 56 later: ti:us nonth. -

{: J effrey | ne
‘earlier date than his 56th bir
_ _sary it was 1earned yesterday ;
B ol

43,

“adjusted ".days; et
“day on March 20.
1b

“ Bt Canaya § said: “Sa- March 9. ang

turn ver 'ceremony pere March 20 pa
smo ni sir Jeff (’I‘he _

sald: “Yung reason

“earlier;, Can aya:

_"_behmd honestlv I.don’t: have those': _

Page:
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ted on “Friday that_- 11:. has
i .- monitoréd the. irregula;
i ‘presence of Chinese wilitary and;

1 paraniilitary vesselsinthe Quirino -

- (Jackson) Atoli in the West Phlhp- e
- “_+ command that has responsibility

- overthe defense of the West Phil-

| “pine Sea, after _
“andeventhe Umted States reported

P tha presence of Chmese shxps in

the area:

" The adrmssmn was ma&e by the
. * Aymed Forces Western:Command .

- {Wescom) through its spokesman .

P Capt. Cherry Tindog;after twodays .

of sticking to its original line that
Chinese Sl’]ipS have nevet béen or

E clalmed by Beijing. -

“To say.that Chlna has affec—«-"- .

- t1ve17 talten over the Quirino Atoll

* is not accurate and not true. While

Chinese vessels have been sighted

onandoff thearea, Filipino fishing L
-vessels az'e momtored conductzng i

" economic activities unhampered;”

‘werenotinthe atoll, ,partof thefea- o
i turesinthe Kalayaan Island Gxoup '
- owned by the country, but is bemg _

o ’lmdog said in statement.

-7 MQuirino Atoll is about 133 nau-

% tical miles [246 kilomeéters] from

" the nearest tip in Rizal, Palawan,

i rand is; without a doubt, part of the
"Phﬁzppme EEZ {exclusive economic

_..-_zone} she added..

~"Wescom, the mllztarys area

ippine Sea, was forced to make the
‘admission, after China officially
confirmed thiat it has sent ships

- and madeits presence in the atoll
" fo'remove a Filipino fishing ves-
- gel that has remained grounded
- in the area, posing dangers to

mérlt'xme navigation.

S The US also 1ssuedastatement o
 ‘saying it has beeni monitoring the

" presence of Chinese ships in the
Lo area "and, at the same time, cau- -

‘tioned Beijingnot te harass Filipino

_fishermeninthearea, a traditional
fishing ground for Filipinoes.

. Barlier, Vice Adm. AlexanderLo-
pez, Wescom chief, has denied that

: Chmese m1111:ar3;r and paramilitary

Sgp “Wascom,” A
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vessels has ever been present in
the atoll, even branding a report
carried outby one newspaperabout
the presence of Beijing in the atoll

-as a “He” While China admitted

.o its extended presence in the atoll,

i deog said the presence was only
“onand off”

“While it is true that Wescom
has monitored Chinese vessels’ on

*"and off presence in Quirino Atoll,

following the grounding of a Fili-

" pino carrier boat in the area due to

badweatherand discrepancy of the
vessel, the reported permanent
or prolonged Chinese presence in
Quirino Atollis inaccurate,” she said.

. However, the Wescom spokes-

‘man admitted that the military
-only-irregularly-carried outits
‘Maritime patrol. '

“Maritime pa’crol conducted

on February 19, 2018 revealed

that..there were no Chinese

_ vessels sighted on that day. After
- five Chinese vessels [two Chinese
“ Coast Guard, .one Maritime Secu-

rity Administration, one Rescue
and Salvage ship and one ‘barge

-_-_were sighted on February 21 aniy -

one Filipino fishing vessel was
sightedattheatoll on February 24,
Tindog said.
“Novesselwassightedin Quirino
Atoll and its immediate vicinity on
the patrol on March 2, she added.
In_thepast theWescomhasbeen
hit'" for withholding reports about

Chinesepresenceinthe West Philip-

pine Sea and even Beijing’s harass-

‘ments of military resupply mission
- to troops in the Ayungin Shoal.

Itnot onIletI'iheld information,

.. buteven drove away Filipinos who

" saunters into Pagasa, like the stu-

"dents who took the “freedom voy-

- age” lagt December, but takes no

~-action-against Chinese ships that
loiters and patrol the area.
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- €510 help the National Grid Corpata-

.cles for security and -energy, will help

“mationwide trarismission facilifies: "~ -

 directed to secure the area of Tower 25

... FHE Comumission:on- Elections has"
i deputized the military and police foie-
e f the ‘Philippinés; to get/ingide
- private. properties where .damaged..

. the NGCP. implement clearing ‘of the
The AFP and PNP wers particularly ©
located on Agus-2Kibawe 138KV ine in L

Page.

| Comelec directs AFP, PNP to help
| . NGCP access towers for repair
“Ramain; Lanao-del Sur, which was
“bomibed by _Iawie?ﬁ ; elemems mDecem-»

- Comelec Chairmar Andres Bautisti

: +said they are hoping to address both is-
. trinsmission powers are located.: " sues-on security -of the towers .and the
«: o dna resphution, the Comeled enband’ ' -

..said the ‘Armed Forces of the Philip-
' pines and the Philippine National Po-
- lice, along with other government agen-

urgent need for the répair. -

L TAYEW Faw plirmayag ng private owne
“€rs kasi meron raw ‘mgd ssue on non-
‘paymient.. Pero sabi ko niga, dahil napa-
kahalaga ng kuryente ‘sa ating halalan,
kumbaga, ayusin muna natin ‘yung mga
.- fowet, then later on na “yuing contractual

gs. Puwede nilang pag-usapan “yan,
either formally or in court,” he said.
Lee Ann Pucusin

Y

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

2/




- the 1,800 responden
. Rody Duterteand¥ar
owith2hpercenitreachl s o0 oo e b e
..7In the vice présidential race, Chiz Escudero and
" Bongbong Marcos statistically shared the setond place.

A _
. of Negros Oriental: Roxas and Robredo were in four
- -towns of Bohol with PresidentAquinio. - i
© . Grace Poe campaignedin Angeles an

Poe, Binay tied

o Ise Asia survey, conducted Feb. 15-20,
. showed Grace Poe and Jojo Binay statistically tied in first
_place. Poe got 26 percent while Binay got 25 percent of

Roxas were ied in fird place

- Escudero recetved 29 percent of the vote while the latter

‘percent. Leni Robredo was third at 19 percent. -
1518 militants in Mindanao™

fighting in the narne of Islamic State of Iraq
alating attacks in Mindanao,

fluence is growing, according to formmer po-
weral RodolioMendoza, a senior analyst of the

- Manila-based Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence

d Terrorism Research. .

.: o An assaé'siﬁatiijh;a’_étem;'it"-.ih" Zamboanga City on

ting Saudi Arabian préacher Sheikh Aid al-Qarni,

" ho was on an ISTS hif list, and Saudi Arabian diplo-
" mat Sheikh Tarki Assaegh, after Al-Qarni spoke at the

- Western Mindanac University ‘Auditorium (WMUA).

Sl Bothsurvived: e _
" Gunmen; whohave pledged allegiance to ISIS, have

" instituted ‘a series:of deadly battles with the military.

- The latest, being 4 five-day battle with the Philippine

_.ArmyinButig, Lanao del Sur where six soldiers and 12

. milifants were killed, as reported by the Armed Forces
ofthe Philippines,: -

7 Ac the 19I5 invade Mindanao Island, almost 30,000

- people have been displaced by the fighting, so far.
i Boholunitéd opposition.

"' Nationalist People’s Coalition Rep. Aris Aumentado
| of Boholiand 27 mayors have expressed their support
- for Urﬁfced_};‘l_\'fa_t_i:;_malis_t..A-Iiiance (UNA) presidential

e President Jejomar Binay.. ... ..
ed the creation of a National Education:

incil, composed of government and private sec-

‘representatives, which will coordinate and advise

: i.'schzéo'ls_:c_jf the necessary skills needed by employers.

‘Binay campaigned in Romblon, Aurora, and Bulacan.

S Mar Roxas claimed that 20 NPC officials have

expressed support for lum, among themn Rep. Pedro
Acharon Jr. of General Santos and Rep. George Arnaiz

d San Fernando,

. Pampanga, did not favor a burial of former President
- Ferdinand Marcos at the Libingan ng mga Bayant.

. The Poe camp expressed confidence that the Supreme

Cotert will not disqualify their candidate for president.

2 Rodrigo Duterte visited Gov, Amado Espino in Lin-

~ gayen, Pangasirian. He said, in aspeech at the Lingayen
- town plaza; that the “Daang Matuwid” of Mar Roxas
' is just a'fantasy created by President Benigno Aquino
. Jr. He then proceeded fo llocos Sur. . =
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_ .. Gabriela endorses Poe
" Gabriela Women's Party is supporting Grace Poe, not
. Rodrigo Duter’ce, accorcimg to Gabnela spokesperson
~Arlene Brosas.

" “Barlier, Rep. Luz Tagan had smd Gabnela is sup-
o portmg Duterte and even defended the Mayor’s flirting
. -and kissing women in his campaign, an hlS alleged

o Foz'mer Bulacan Gov Obet Pagdanganan, ho ]omed :
- the UNA campaign in San Rafael, Sari Miguel and Bali-

: said Vice. President Iefmar Binay would win mn’

en he defeated Mar Roxas

".".by over 150,000 votes.
- Albay Gov. Joey Salceda annouztced ]us support for

Francm Toientmo for genator.
R e
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DAVAO MAYOR Radnéo Diterte sharply rebuffed

the idea that presidential candidates shotld dis-
close their medical condition: “T won't reveal my
_:medlcal records An 'ko tanga {Am L stup1d) [

‘frommxs ]]ely_ e hootin-mouth diseas
Hi¢ comiments, however provocative, do. not
‘appear to come from slip of tongueor mmd-' th
SEem.] mtenuonallyspokenforeffect i

commems “do not Invite cénsure;

they attract amusement, media coverage, and free
advertisimg. His approach is not likely to changa Be--

havior thatis rewarded tendstobe repeated

that nstile the electorate “With weeks® o’f cam-
_ paigning 10 endure, Wwe can:expect more .outra-

geous commen d:recﬂy-from candidates or ex-
i i aGaliMeterto rat :

spike ifi blood pressure oracidrefhixpain. ' .
The commermoration of the 30th anmversary

of Edsa I gave ample opportunity to score'onthe -
Gall Meter. Sen. Ferdinand “Borigbong” Marcos ...
Jridid not’ ‘disappoint. Responding to P-Noy’s re- ..

marks on Edsa T, Bongbong said: “Let the people -

judge who-did somethmg for the people ﬂ:ungs
_tbat we su]l en;oy
" The statement 1

a goldén age for the Philippines, which was lately
‘challenged by the Atenec de Manila facuity The
statement would actually be accurate if, by “peo-

ple” and “we,” Bongbong meant the Marcos fafi--

iy. The conservative estimate of the wealth plun-

dered by Ferdinand Marcosran to atleast $10 bil-

lion, less than half of which has been recovered.
In his memclr Gen. Jose Almonte narrated how

- Duerte’s response implied that voters were tcmga L
: eveal anymﬁnmty Buthehasdls-';
- wiretaps, gave instructions to the Swiss bank where

1n scattering. sound bn:es-'._

= 15,10 ongbong s repeated_:-
' '--c'ia:m that the reign of Ferdinand Marcos marked

gc_ﬁz_@rtd C -W-J:‘?@S :

) Bnngbong, usmg pubkc phones to guar& agamst

“the plunder had been deposzted At the launch last
~week of “Never Again,” Raissa Robles’ book on mar-
' tial law, former senator Rene Saguisag reminded
the zudience that Ferdmand and Imelda Marcos
‘opened their Swiss bank accgunts tmder the names
" of William Saunders and Jane Ryan in 1968, when
- Marcos had not yet completed his first presidential
1 tm-»-»pmof of proactive planning for plunder.
Raissa Robles also alludéd to instructions from

o Marcos ot Kis wealth'to pass ort fo'his children in
i équal ‘portions; Sen. Alan Cayetano could thus

- challenge Bongbong to skip; any apoiogy to the
victims of martial law—just return the money.
Fspecially when juxtaposed ‘with his recent
statement that “wala naman kaming sinasabi na
hindi totoo (we have not lied),” an earlier Bong-
"bong comment, retrieved by Robles, ferits a per-
fert Gall Meter 10: “Some of the people who are
_da:zmng tc be human tights victims have never
‘been victims except [of] their own: ‘greed.” Aside
from repeating hig assertion: of zero human rights
violations during the Marcos regime, in “blaming
the victim,” Bongbong also adds insult to injury.
_Sen. Gregorio “Gringo” Honaséan contributes a
quote that arguably deserves . an equal score:
“awhen I worked as a soldier and comparing their
first six years, Marcos [vs, Cory Aquinc] was the
better president.” A 1971 Philicpine Militarv
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. Academy graduate, Honasan must be comparing
. the first six years of martial law, after Marcos had
already served as president for eight years, with
* Cory Aquino’s term from 1986 to 1992 Honasan
excluded from his review the latter vears of the

Marcos regime, which he reportedly recognized

“as “a‘time miarred by deaths, ‘torture, disappeat-
ances, cronyism and the loss of civil Iiberties.” ‘

- This careful-distinction projects Honasan's ob-

“servation as the clinieal, .academic judgment ofa .

" governance expert—except that Honasarn: was a

* player, and riota defached, neutral observer in the..

- period he analyzes. He was a faithful soldier of

' Marcos in-the ¢arly years of martial law and the

* Jeader of violent coup attempts against the Cory

- administration; And he has +the gall to. critique

“ Cory for being, wk,1sk, less effective than Marcos?
7.-At'one of the rallies léading to Edsa I, I re-

- tmember a RAM (Reform the Armed Forces Move-

" ment) leader admitting that the attempt to over-
throw the Cory administration was wWrong. For his

. involvement in the 2003 Qalowood Muting, in

" which Honasan was also implicated, Sen. Anto-

i Trillanes served over seven years in jail. I do

_mot recall Horiasan even expressing regret at how

" his failed but bloody coup attemnpts derailed the
“country’s development trajectory.

* . We cannot prevent politicians and pundits from

“making ‘brazen ‘statements ‘outrageous:in. their -
cynicism. But we can at {east record their utter-

ances arid judge who has the lowest opinion of,

" and the highest contempt for, the Filipino voter.

Send in yout nominations!

Edilberto C. de Jesus (ededéjesus@gmail.com) is
 professor emeritus at the Asiarn Institute of Man-
agemént. Prof. Rofel Brion’s Tugalog translation of
this column and others earlier published, together
with'. other - comrrientaries, - are in . http://sec-
ondthoughts.oh. T RPN
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Savethe ‘lumad’» T '

meén inmajor cities such as San Francisco and New York suc- .

ciribed to the miysterious disease, and thousands more cas- .

" port from the religious Right, respond-

long been despised by the “moral majority.” ...

that there was no funding for research into the disease’s
natiire and origins in the critical first months and years of
its spread. By the time Reagan made his first remarksabout
AIDS in 1987, in the twilight of his térm, the stark conse-
quences of his inaction were clear: nearly 21,000 Ameri-

.cans:

remembered as a shameful chaptet in his presidency. <
- AIDS in America and the plight of the lumad in Mindanao

‘may be unrelated topics, but the silence and apathy that”

chiaracterized Reagan’s response toa humanitarian crisis dur-
ing his watch appeat to be sitnilar to what President Aquino is

displaying in the face of the persistent oppression and injus-
tice that the lumad are undergoing. i
the indigenous people, on top of

had to endure since fleeing their
war between government forces and rebels, include seeing

their educators and leaders murdered in front of theireyes by .

vigilante groups said to be funded by the military, and the
torching of their houses, schiools and refugee centers. .~

* Turmad groups are firm in saying it was members of the -
paramilitary group Alamara that set fire to an evacuation.
center in a church.compound in Haran, Davao City, last Feb. -
26 Five people, four of them children, were injured. The'

compoind itself has been home for more than a year now

to some 700 Tumad displaced from their communities by,
heavy fighting. But even in this temporary sanctuary, they.

were not safe from the depredations of politicians and other
groups ot to-exploit their circumnstances for vested ends.

wr T TOOK US President Ronald Reagan six years o say |
‘something about the AIDS crisis that first made its -
. appearance in Americain 1981, and then rapidly devel--
oped into a national health emergency. As thousands of gay -

s of infection were reported, the Rea-

with'a combination of indifference and outright hostility
o thé idea of Helping a subset of the American population -

e official silence at the top meant, at the very least,

S dead and over 36,000 living with the disease; which
‘had now spread to 113 othet countries. The episode is now

The atrocities inflicted on
he daily miseries they have
communities to escape the -

_From accounts, the most outrageous of these machina-
tions against the lumad has been their attempted “rescue”
by North Cotabato Rep. Nancy Catamco last year. Catameo,
the chair of the House committee on indigenous peoples’
who had earlier called the displaced lumad “stinky” and
urged them to return to their homes, barged into the com-
pound with cops and other armed men in tow, allegedly be-
cause the evacuees inside were being held by communist
rebels against their will. The appalling irony of a lawinaker .
tasked to speak for indigenous people’s welfare choosing to

disbelieve her own constituents’ plight and spearheading
instead their further oppression was compotinded only bya
greater sin: an icy silence emanating from Malacafiang.

- Catamco, a member of the riding Liberal Party, has not
been sanctioned, neither for her conduct vis-a-vis the
fumad nor for her documented involvement in the pork
barrel scam. The President, meanwhile, has spoken but
once about the lumad problem ever since their torment
camé to-light, and it was in the most perfunctory way:
“There isno campaign to kill anybody in this country,” he -
said last September. “There is a campaign to go after the

- culprits of these crimes regardless of who they are.”

. If there is, indeed, a campaign to bring to justice those
“who murder the lumad and burn their dwellings , then’

that campaign is an epic failure. Specific -paramilitary

group members have been tagged in the killings and oth-
er-crimes, committed against the lumad, but no one has
been charged, let alone arrested by the military forces
that teportedly arm them and abet their activities in the
region in the name of counterinsurgency.
~In'the weeks and months that Mr. Aquino has kept silent
even‘as the lumad cry out for help, the numbers have only
mounted. As of September 2015 when he last addressed .
the miatter, if barely, the tally was 68 victims of summary
killings, 53 of them lurnad. More will die if he does not put
a stop to this murderous spree. As in Reagan’s case, it wil

beto the lasting shame of his presidency. :
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Wakakatuwa Tha mas
basa s# mga dyaryo na

zca na ‘namangbayan 52’
znsurgencwaree'
. ‘try Brigade ng Atmy'na: :
7 nakabase sa-Calandg.

“Quezon:na-si Brigadier:
'--:.Genera.i Rhodenck Paxi
~raynd sa-nigs kandidato
‘kapag-nagbayad ng a
CPTCYsa miga NPA, baka®
 balikan sila kapag nanaIU
gt hihingi ulit ng pera.
o “Afio’ 13’ ang ‘mangyayari
©gastos A naman; masa”
-said ne ang pera niyo. Tt

 Kasinawalaangmega kina

iiwan ang’ lucrar Bt gn-

_-suportahan:ang mga pu-

*-na ‘wilang Kinaketakirtan
@t inaalala na baka may
‘mangyaring masama.
-Sana ay makapag-isip ng

¢ maayos ang g kapatid-

-'_natmg rebeld
* #"'Cynthia B. Ca.rlos
Oroqmeta C1ty

S ***
DearSlr,_

Bumabanat na ang i
“mgaNew, PeUpIe sAmy.”
“Nangyayari ma - ang

= panghlhmgl ng permit 4
‘campaign’o PTC sa mga
kandidato na pumapasok

~'sa kanilang Tugar. Pero:
_'balamat at marami: na
" ang nag-iisip na-hindina
.magbigay ng PTC bagkus
. lumalapit sa mga’sun- .

~daloparasa kamlang pro<

- teksyon. Sana lahat ganito -

ang gawain: ng mga re-
beideng ftogsi
S Gayang nang)ay
' .sa Quezon, nakapag-isip-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHI. :fip

Jipilang: mam‘nayad ng PTC,

‘Lalapitna lang silasamga .
. kastmddluhan atkaphlisan

. upang huriingi ng tuléng

i kapag mangangampanya -

| sa-lngar. Nangako na-

mian. sila na; tutulong sa
‘pagtyak nd maayos ang
.-kapahgqran. _
- Nagpaalaala ang ku-
“Kano na-nang- aahpm

5::' s_enso dng nasabmg bayan:

: msurgency—free Ha ang
%;Kananga ay. dahil s
© rekomendasyon rig 19th
: Infautryi Battahcn at na-k

. Jis upang mapanauh ang. -

Sana ay ciumam1 pa
'ang mga lugar na ‘ma- :;
~ging#insurgency-freel
Napakasarap mamuhay ™~

g mga pulitiko -
‘magpapadald
Sampga rebelde Ayaw na |

mander- ng 2075t Infan-

av nangyayari na sa mga

: naka:aang eleksyon. Pag-.
iS]pan niyo sana 1tong'_:
--jmaxgt mga kapatzd na

kandidaio..

Lanang, Davao Clty'_.
; *** o

‘Dear iz,
Nakakatuwa na
may isang kongresista

‘na nagmamalasakit sa

kapakanan ng ating ka-

sindaluban gayani Davao’

City Rep. Karlo Alsxei

Nogralgs. Hiniling niva
sa BIR via huwag patawan
fig buwis ang mga provic.:
‘sional o pensamantalang.
S allowances ng mga sun-

dalo gaya ng gustong

- mangyari ni BIR chief
-Kim Jacmto-Henares.; :

Kailangan bang pa-
tawan ng tax-ang allow-

‘Ances-iig: mga® sundalo?
+*Di:than -lang ‘maisip ng:
*-ating gobyemno figmahirap
-ang ginawang serbisyo
ng ating sundalo‘lalo na’
-kapag malayosa kamiangi_

parilva; Laging riasapas

nganib ang hithay! Nagu~
ngulila sa parmiilyi’ Alam -
koiito kay may bayaw:
akong” sandalo at-sa ma-
: layo naka-assign. At alam,

ko i na nagkuku}ang

. ang ‘sahod niya para sa_
i - pag-aaral ngkanilang mga
smakat sa pang—arawaaraw :

na patpangailangan:

“-Alam ko maluhmgkot_.
ang atmg kagsundaln=’
~han pag nangvan ang
‘paghnbuwis-nia ito. Sana
ay huwag naman - ‘para’
miakaliwag- lowag ang"
buhay nila-lalo na ng’
‘aking mga parnangkin:

John Carlo Agemen- _
tifla :

‘upang hindi na muli pa
‘§ilang ‘makapanlinlang
‘o 'makakuha fg boto sa

Zenalda Cmpuz
‘Lavag City: -

o e
" Mahal na Patnugot
Na‘.,sa gawa 1a naman.

:.‘ng rally -ang’ gérupong
" 'Bayan Muna faban saEn-
" ‘hanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement (EDCA)
- nakasundita ng Pilipinas

‘at Amerika. Nais ng grupo
na paalisin naang tropang

umano gaatin
T84 panahen na-ina-
angk_m ‘A4 frg :China 'ang

-ating teritoryo:sa-West

Philippine ‘Sea (WPS) ay.
abala ‘naman ang Bayan”

Muna sa: pangengontrs sa:

pagpapaahs ng presensya

- ng US.na sumusuporta sa:

atin pard mas mahasa pa

“ang mga kasundalihan at

‘maprotektahan ang teritol-

“vona lantaran ng kinkuha

sa atin. Anong klaseng
mentalidad ba mayroen
ang Bayan Muma? .
Kuing nais talaga nila
(Bayan Muna) tulungan
ang ating ‘bayan ay mas

-_..v_:unahm nilang ‘bigyan .

ng: pansin: ‘ang” malalqng

“7igyu mia ‘Kinakaharap ng

ating'bansa gayang WPS. -

-Doon sila sa tapat ng
‘embahada ng China mag-

rally, doon nila isigaw na
umalis sila sa teritoryo
natin at sila ang tunay

‘na nang-aalipin sa ating
“karapatan at kalayaan.

cNegayon - pa nga.
ay kumakandldato sa
pagkasseriador.ang isa-
sa-dalawang represen-
tatwc ng Bayan Muna

~partyhist:

Nakakadlsmaya sa-

Upagkat wala namang

batas:na:naibdlangkas

-ang kanilang -partylist.

upangomatulungan na
maprotekizhan wng ating
teritdrvo 0. yaong migd

‘taohg nagpoprotekta sa-

‘ating kasarinlan'gaya ng

mga pulis o'sundalo;
Kurig sabagay ay hindi -
nafnnaman ivon kataka-

-taka dahil mas panig pa
“3fla ‘sa mga ‘rebelde sa
tuwing may masasawi o

masusugatan sa tropa ng
gobyerno. ¢
“Sana ay. ‘alam lahat ng-

Pahina.

botante ang kabulukan

ng grupong Bayan Muna- 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Kongresa o-Senadg man.
- Danica on M Ban-
Taoi N
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.._-_-.g.jnakabase sasCalauag)
'-.;Quezon na st Brigddiet
‘General ‘Rhoderick P~
ynosaimga’ Kandidato"
na kapag nagbayad T
- PTC va pogd  NPA, Baks®
‘balikan sita kapag nanalo.
"3_:at hlhmgz ulit ng pera..
.. Anoma ung mangyayan.
‘gasios ma‘naman, masa-
said na angpera niyo. Tto
‘ay nangyayarl na sa mga’
nakaraang eleksyon. P_ag— .
~isipan niyo sana itong

seriso ang hasabing bayan' :
Kinga-:

v kasmawala angmga

‘Kahanga ay dahil s3

" rekomendasyon ng 19th~
"Infautr\, : Battahon at-na-:

: "Nakakamwa a ma»-_
‘i)asa 58 mga dyaryo na’

nsurgency—free na ang:

kapaiagiran S
Nagpaalaala ang K-

mamier ng 201st Tnfan-

try Brigade ng Army na

naka—assxgn doon na hindi-

liwan ang: lugar at s
_‘suportahan ang mga pu--
:¢lis upang mapanatili ang.
«kaayusan at: kapayapaanj-

- ng lugar;:

“Bana @y 'd'umami pa" :
ang mga ]ugar A e
gingiinsurgency-freer

: Napakasarap mamubay

: na ‘walang kinakatakutan'
‘gt inaalala na baka may

mangyaring masama,

Cynth:a B. Carlos
Oroqmeta City

Do .

Dear Sir

Bumabanat na ang’ -
“tawan ng tax ‘ang allow-

. zhcaNew People s Army

'Nangyayan na“ang;
; 'panghahmgq ng penmt fo.

:campalgn -0 PTC sa mga
kandidato na pumapasok

‘sa. kamiang lugar.: Pero._'_
.salama’t at marami na

© apg nag-iisip na hindi na

magbigayng PTC bagk‘us :

. lumalapit sa Jnga; sun-

daloparasa kamlang pro-.
-teksyor.: Sand lahat ganito
leyo naka—assxgn ‘At alam -
ko rin na nagkukulang
___ang ‘sdhod niya paia sa-
.pag-aaralng kanilang mga
ariak at 54 pANG-ATAW- AW

arig utak: para ma‘fxgxl nz

Catig pawain ng mga T

; beldeng o
. .Caya.ng. nangyayan
sa ‘Quezon, nakapag-isip-

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHE

na

-84 tga rebelder Ayaw nia

niling magbayadng PTC: ;

“Ialapitnalang silasamga

.+ kasundaluhan atkapulisan
! upang humingi ng tulong’

i kapag ‘mangangampanya
f sa lugar.-Nangako na-

- Sana ay makapag—151p ng -
“ng bﬁwm ANg ea provici
‘sional o pansamantalang
“* gllowantes ng mga suns
" dalo gaya ng pustong
. mangyari ni BIR chief
“eRim Jacimo-Henares.

Kaﬂangan bang pa- .-

51p 1in -arg mga pulitiko .
a'magpapadala
‘ang atmg Kasundalu-

~malgl-mga kapahd nd
“kandidato..

- Jobn Ca:rlo Agomen—
citla .
_ __Lan

Dear St

N akakatum a- na_--'

may isang kongremsta

na nagmamaiasakxt sa
“kapakanan ng ating ka-
sundaluhan gayani Davao:
City Rep. Karlo Alexet
Nograles. Hiniling niya .

sa BIR na huwag patawan

aficés g mga’ sundalo?

‘Diman lang maigip g
-ating gobyernona mahirap,
‘#ng ginawang’ serbisyo
nig ating sutidalolalo na:
kapag malayo sa kanilang.
pamilya. ‘Laging nass pa-
‘nganib ang buhay. Nagu--
-nguh’la sa pamilya. Alam .
ko1t kasi-may hayaw

‘dkorg ‘sundalo at sa ma-

na pangangailangan.
--Alan ko malihmgk

han ‘pég nargyariang

‘pagbubuwis na ito; Sana
-4y hiwag faman’ paraj_
makaluwag-luwag ang’
“bahay nila Talo na ng

“aking mga pamangkm

ang;: Davao_Clty
: ng pasin ang malaking

. -Zenaida Corpuz. _
._La,nag City
: . gk

*"‘NMahal nia Pamugo.t,.-"

ng rally ang’

tion. Agreement (EDCA)
rakasmduan ng Pilipitias
at Amerika. Naisng grupo
. napaahsm na- ang fropang

Kano ne nang- a.ahpm_

qnano’sa‘atms:

angkm fiz 1ig China ang
atingteritoryo-sa-West

Philippine Sea - (WPS) ay:

‘abala naman ang Bayan
_ Mhimha sa pangonigontta sa
~pagpapaslis ng. Presensya

ng ‘US na sumusuporta sa-

“atin para més fiahasa pa

~ang mga kasundaluhan at

mnaprotektahan sng teritor-
“yonz lantaran ng kimikvha
‘sa atin, Anong klaseng

- mentalidad ba mayroon

" ang Bdyan Muna?: .
;- Kung nais ialaga nila
-(Bayau Muna) tulungan

ang ating bayan ay mas-

runakhin mlang bigyan

“jsvii ‘ha Kinakaharap 1ig
atifig’bansa gayang WPS.
Doon sila sa tapat ng
embahadang China mag-

rally, doon nila isigaw na

umalis sila sa teritoryo
natin at sila ang tunay
na nang-zalipin sa ating
“karapatan at kalayaan.
TN pgaven panga
ay umakandxdato ‘58
pagka—senador dng isa
‘sa-dalawang represen-
tative ng Bayan Muna
partylist,

Nakakadlsmaya 53~
‘pagkat -wala namang

‘batas'nd naibalangkas
ang kanilang-partylist.
“upang metulongan na

maprotektzhan ang ating
teritdryo-o-yaong ‘mga
“taoitg nagpoprotekia sa

: ating kagarirlah’ gaya ng

“mga pulis o’sundalo.

“taka ddhil mas panig pa
sild 52 mga rebelde sa

‘Thasuyugatan 52 tropa ng
gobyemt)

botante ang kabulukan
:ng grupong Bayan Mrma
“Hrparig hindi na muli pa
“silang ‘makapanlinlang
‘o 'makakuha ng boto sa
Kor;greso o Senadd man.

Dérjica on M Ban-
lam S

.'-:"7

Fahina.

“Nagsagawa na naman
: grupong
Bayan Munalabean sa En-,
: > hanced Defense Coopera-
L man ssla na tutulong sa'._
‘pagtiyak na maayos ang

Sa: panahon ird: ma—'

-Kung sabagay ay hindi _
faTinmaman iyon kataka- .

tiwing may masasawi o

<Saha ay alam Jahat ng .

845-0555 Local: 5283, 5285




