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FORT DEL PILAR, Baguio
City — As the world celebrates -
International Women's Day today,
the Philippine Military Academy
(PMA) is honoring a female grad-
uate who has emerged among the

jirl top

By ARTEMIO DUMILAO

top 10 in her class this year.

Graduating salutatorian is
Christine Mae Naungayan Cali-
ma, 21, from Bolinao, Pangas-
inan. Seven other female cadets

are graduating from the nation’s.
premier military school, ’
At graduation ceremonies this
Sunday, she will receive the Vice
Presidential Saber, PAF Saber,
Tactics Group Award, Australian
Defense Best Overall Performarce
(Air Force) and other awards..
Krigtian Daeve Gelacio Abiqui,
an Yhanag from Minanga Sur, San

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

A class

Pablo, Isabela, topped this
year’s PMA graduating class

of 2016, He bested 62 of his

“mistahs” in PMA 2016 class
“(Gabay-Laya” {(Gintong Anak
ng Bayan, Alay ay Buhay
para sa Kalayaan}, Abiqui
was a “turn-back,” a term
referring to a cadet who had
~to repent a semester to come-

plete academic as well as
military proficiency courses.
The 23-year-old said he had
to take a medical leave for a
semester in 2014,

Only 63 members of the
Gabay-Laya class of 2016 are
graduating on Sunday, the
smallest number of graduaies
since 1970.

[P e

House to celebrate

women’s day

Meanwhile, the House of
Representatives will join the
country’s leading women or-
ganizations in celebrating
International Women’s Day
today.

Bulacan Rep. Linabelle Ruth
Villarica, chairperson of the
House committee on women
and gender equality, said this

year’s theme “Kapakanan nj
Juana, Isama sa Agendal” is
focused on women's concerns
in leadership platforms and
in the government’s develop-
ment agenda.
“Meveriheless, it is encour-
aging to note that the con-
tinuous creation of avenue for
women and their advocates

. aids in closing gender gap in

teadership positions,” Villarica
said.

Villarica said the commit-
tee has lined up activities, in
partnership with Gabriela
Women's Party, National

_ Council on Disability Af-

fairs and other concerned
government agencies as well
as non-government orga-
nizations and civil society
roups.
Liberal Parly vice presi-
dential candidate Camarines

Sur Rep. Leni Robredo said

yesterday women empower-
ment starts with giving them
jobs and livelihood.

“Vielence and abuse against
women continue only when
they can’t stand on their own
and remain dependent on
their partners,” Robredo told
reporters in Makati City where
she attended arally on women
empowerment.

— With Paolu Rumero, Ray-
mund Catindig
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Thetop three cadete of the Phillppine Military Academy’s Gabay La?{a Class of 2016 stand In formation yesterday as
they practice for thelr graduatlon. Kristlan Daeve Ablgui (center) wiil recelve thie Pregidentisl Saber from President
Agquino while second placer Christine Mae Calima is the only woman who made 1t o the top 10 of the batch. At lefi
is Arby Jurlst Cabrera, who s in third place.

ANDY ZAPETA IR,

L
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By Inquirer Northern Luzon

FORT DELPILAR, Baguio City—Cadet First
Class Christine Mae Calima said her mother
never wanted her to join the Philippine Mil-
ftary Acedemy (PMA), but the defied her
and ended up the lone famale in this year's
top 10 graduates of the premier military
schnnd.-

Calima, who hails from Bolinao, Pangasi-
nan province, ranked second among 63

graduating cadets of PMA “Gabay Laya”
Class of 20186, the last class to be commis-
sioned as junior officers by President
Aquino on March 13. .

Gabay Laya is also the smallest PMA class
to graduate in 40 years. It includes seven fe-
male cadets and a top achiever, who was

named Joseph Stalin after the Soviet Unjon
leader, whom his father admired,

The top 10 cadets were presenied on

Manday, the eve of the com-
memoration of International
Women's Day.

Cadet First Class Kristian
Daeve Abigui, an Yhanag of San
Pabln, Isabela province, topped
the class. He was rturned back
from a previous class due to an
ailment but wns designated
class president.

Ranking third was Cadet First
Class Arby Jurist Cabrera of
Cauayan, Isabela. He was fol-
lowed by Cadets First Class
Joseph Stolin Prgeno (fourdh) of
Maddela, Quirine  province;
Jayson Jess Tumint (Afth) of
Baguio City; Mark Joseph Darla
(sixth) of Bangar, La Union
province; Ace Clarianes (seventh}
of Libmanan, Camarines Sur
province; Prince Aday (eighth) of
Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur provinge;
George Bernard Garcia (ningh) of
Labrador, Pangasinan; and Geradd
Gusaczo (10h) of the City of
Meycauayan, Bulacan province.

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: ozzn

Gabay Laya stands for “Gin-
tong Anak ng Bayan, Alay sa
Buhay Para sa Kalayaan (Gold-
en children of the nation, who.
offer their lives for ffeedom).”

Al said Tre had not taken
part in naming the class, butthe
imembers “wanted to stick to
that name {to express their de-
sire] to protect our democracy.”

13 turnbacks .

Maj. Gen. Demato San Juan I,
DPMA superintendent, said only
123 members joined the class in
2012, but 50 completed the
course, The surviving members
were joined by 13 “turnbacks,” a
PMA term for cadets belonging
to previous classes.

Abiqui was a turnback of .

PMA “Sinag Ladi” Class of 2015
hecause he had to recover from
an.ailment cormon to athietes.

San Juan said the PMA was
allowed to take in as many as

350 cadets each. year. He has

recommended an increase of
this number for April 1 when
new cadets are accepted.

Like the first seven women
cadets to join the academy in

"1997, Gabay Laya’s female
cadets dropped from the origi-
nal 21 toseven.

But the class would have lost
another cadet had Calima heeded
her mother, Marjela; principal of
Botinaa Schouoi of Fisheries (BSE).

Mariela said she tried to dis-
suade her daughter from join-
ing the PMA. “She is our eldest
[of three children], so we were
quite worried about her joining
the PMA. But she wanted to be
[a cadet} so we supported her”
she said.

-institution where I could make
na.army2012@gmail com  changes,” he said. _
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63-member Gabay Laya s'mallesf
\ class to graduate in 40 years

Father’s wish

As g girl, Calima loved wear-
ing military uniforms and had
told her father, Edward, that she
wanted ro fulfill his dream of be-
coniing a police officer. Edweard,
nesy a RSF teacher, is a former
plebe of the Philippine National
Police Academy {PNDPA),

“We are very happy, of

 course,” Mariela said of Calima,
“who was BSF high school vale-

dictorian in 2010.
Calima took up accountancy at

Saint Louis Universiry in Baguio,
where she was a consistent hon-
or student. She was in her second
yeat in coliege when shie took the
PMA entrance examination.

“We saw that she was deter-
mined to graduate from PMA,
and now she had proven it,”
Mariela said.

In Isabela, Abigui's father
Efren, was equally proud. A lab-
oratory technician of the Depart-
ment of Public Works and High-
ways’ Cagayan office in Tugue-
garao City, Efren said the family
gave Abiqui ail their support
duting lis stay at the acaduny.

“We have been both tense

-and overjoyed [upon learning

about his success]. Imagine, he
topped the class as valedictori-
an,” Efren told the Ingumeg.

Engineering student

Abiqui, who turmed 23 on
March 4, was a third vear civil
engineering student at the Uni- '
versity of the Philippines when'
he passed the PMA test.

“I joined the activities of the
LFS (League of Filipino Stu-
dents) in my first year, I was
very idealistic then. I joined the
PeA hecause T found it a stable

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

-

i vante, 2O




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pricle

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.ammy2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Mr. Aquino, the guest of hon-
or in the PMA graduation cere-
mony on March 13, will award
the Presidential Saber to Abiqui.

Abiqui will also receive the
Philippine Navy Saber, Austalian
Defense Best Overall Performance
Award, and Gen. Antonio luna
Award. He will receive plagues for
being the best student in humani- |
ties, mathesnatcs, natural sciences
and Navy professional courses.

Stalin’s namesake

An orphan, Fagsao lost his fa-
ther, a member of the now de-
funct Philippine Constabulary,
to a lingering disease when he
was in Grade 3, [lis moether,
Pelia, broucht him up but she
died in 2011, &

“The day she died was also
the day the results of the PMA
entrance examination were re- .
leased,” Fagsao said. “I wanted
to take up computer engineer-
ing but my mother said it was
her dream that § join the PMA”

Before he took the PMA test,
Fagsao failed the entrance ex-
amination of the PNPA.

“f asked my father why I was
named after a Sovier Union
commmunist  leader, and he-
repiicd that Stalin was a geod
ieader,” Fagsao said. :

In  Pangasinan, Garcia’s
mother, Melvina, said all her
sons were now in the military.

Garcia’s oldest brother, John
Melvin, also graduated from the
PMA in 2012 and is now a
Philippine Air Force officer. An-
other brother, Forson, serves as
an Army officer after graduat-
ing from the PMA in 2013,

“He followed in the footsteps
of his older siblings,” said Melv-
ina, an overseas Filipino worker
for 11 years. She returned from
abroad in 2008. Reports from

o Vincerit  Cabresa, Gabriel
Cardinosa, Frank Cimatu and
Villamor Visaya Jr, Inquirer
Northern Luzon
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tops PMA
Gabay-Laya
Class 0f 2016

L By ZALDY COMANDA ... o

FORTDELPILAR, Baguio Ciiv-A
cadel who had o go on Jeave fram the
avademy on his sceond vear
due to heallh reasong lopped B 2

Isabela cadet

the Philippine Mili-
tary Academy’s (PMA)
Gabay-Laya (Gintong
Anak ng Bayan, Alay ay
Bubay Para sa Kalayaan)
Class of 2016,

An Ihanag from the
province of Isabels, Cadet
First Class Kristian Dacve
Glacio Abigii, 24, of Sua
Pablo, Isabela leads the
graduating class on March
12 compozed of 62 endets,

President Aquine,
Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, is expected to
address the ocension,

Abique will receive the

Presidential Saber Award,
the Philippine Navy Sa-
ber, the Academic Group
award, the Australian
Defense Best Ovorall
Perlormanee Award, the
Humanifies Plague, the
Mathematics Plague, the
Natural Science Plague,
Navy Professional Course
Plaque, and the General
Antonio Luna Award,

Kristian Abiqui is the
son of an employee of the
Department of Public
Winks and Highwavs, g
mother is a housewife and
he hag a sister:

PMA Superintendent
Major Gen. Donato San

Juan 1T said the graduat-

ing class is composed of 57
males and geven fomales
from the original 123 mem-
bers who reported on April

THE NATION'G LEADING MEWEP :

1,2012. o -
From the number, 24 are furn-back

cadets belonging to earlier batehes — 13

originally from batch 2014 and nine from
batch 2015, including Abiqui,

San Juan said the 64-member batch is
the Jowestin membership. Bight of the top
ten graduates are from Luzon and three
from Region 2, Cagavan Valley,

Al will juin a group of 17 merbers
ol thie class who will jain the Nawy There
are 13 going to the Alr Force and 33 to the
Philipping Army:

Abiquihad to leave the academy when
he was in the second year due to lung
illness brought ahout by the trafiing, He
was hospitalized for a number of months,
then sent home for the remaining months
ofthe scheolyear. He returned {o the PMA

-the following year

“I am happy that my new mistahs
(classmates) accepted e everi if T was a
turn-back. We are all Number 1 liere, Tam
certain thal PMA is the only stable instit-
tionwhich has eredilifity and Lan willin glo
perform my task for our coundry” hie said.

Coniing secondis the only femalein the
topten-CadetFirst Class Christine Naun-

gayan Calima, 21, of Bolinao, Pangasinan,

Shewillreceive the Vice Presidential Saber
and 12 other major awards She will join
the Philippine Air Force Third on the List

Is Cadet Arby Jurist Cabrera, of Cauayan

City, Isabels;

No. 4 is Carded Juseph Stafin Gasao, of
Madella, Quirino; No. 5 is Cadet Jayson
Jess Tumnitit of Baguio City; No. 6 is Cadet
Mark Joseph Daria of Bangar, La Union;
No.7is Ace Clarianes of Libmanan Cama-

rines Sur; No. 8is Cadet Prine Aday of Sta.

Cruz, Davan del Sur; No, 9is Cadet George
Garcia of Labrador Pangasinan; and No.
101s Gernls Gasacao of Meyeanaynn City,
Bulacan.
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Isaela native mps

by

BY VICTOR REYES

A CADET from Isabela prov-
ince, Kristian Daeve Abiqui,
is graduating at the top of the
Philippine Military Academy
Class “Gabay Laya” which is
composed of only (3 cadets,
the lowest mumber of graduaies
in aboat 40 years.

Second to Abiqui if; Chuistinre
Aae Calita of Tangasinan, the
only female in the Top 10. There
are six other fomales in the class.

The cadets will gractuate from
the academy on Sunday in cer-
emonies to be Teel by President
Aquino at the PMA grounds in
Baguio City.

PMA spokesman Lt. Col
Rey Balido said the number of
graduates this year is the low-
gst since 1970 “because of the
nowmal rate of attrition.” The
cinss was initially composed of
121 members.

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padiila said the low
number of graduates this year
is “based on the low mumber of
recruits four vears hack as well
as the attrition rate that affected
the class.” '

e explained “attrition rate”
means the nuber of caders
“who are either turned back
to the next class or who are

A Class 2016

dismissed or separated from
the corps.”

“Usually the attrition is more
than 50 percent of an original
number of recruits for a par-
ticular class and in this case
that held true and even went
beyond,” be said,

ITe also said this year's class
has “a hioher attrition rate” andt
a low number of recruits,

Taditta said the PMA is ad-
dressing the situation.

“They are trying to address
this with a more aggressive
marketing effost to recruit more
o the coms so that we can have
more cadets joining ench class
and eventually have a higher
number of graduates,” e said.

Class 2016 is not the smallest
hatch. In the 1960s, thers were
batches with only aronnd 20
graduates.

Last year's clas
graduates.

Of this year’s graduates, 33
will join the Army, 13 the Air
Force, 17 the Navy while the
remaining six will be training
in the United States.

Aside from Abiqui and Cali-
ma, the others in the Top 10
(from third to 10th place) are
Arby Jurist Cabrera, 21, of

< had 171

" See ISABELA > Page B

Cauayau City in Isabela; Joseph
Stalin Fagsao, 22, of Maddela,
Qurino; Jayson Jess Tumitit,
23, of Baguio City; Mark Joseph
Daria, 23, of Baguio City; Ace
Clarianes, 21, of Libmanan,
Camarines Sur; Prince Aday,
23, of Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur;
George Bernard Garcia, 21, of
Labrador, Pangasinag; and Ger-
ald Gasacao, 22, of Meycaunayan
City in Bulacan.

Fagsao, Clarianes, and Gar-
cia will join the Army while

Anayao, Daria, and Aday are set’

to join the Navy. Gasacao wiil
join thie Adr Force.

Abiqui will receive the Prest-
dential Saber, he being the top
graduate of the class. He will
also receive the Philippine
Navy Saber because he is join-
ing the Navy.

The 23-year-old Aliqui, who is
from San Pablo in Tsabela, is the
son of Efren, a goverament em-
ployee, and Norma, a housewife.

Abiqui reached third year in cok
lege as a civil engincering student
before he entered the academy,

Calina, of Bolinao in Panga-
sinan, will get the Vice Presi-

dential saber. The 21-year-old is
joining the Philippine Air Force.

Calima is a daughter of gov-
erfiment employees. She attend-
ed second year in college, as
an accounting student, before
ioining the PMA.

Cabrera reached thivd yearin
college, as a civil engineering
student, before entering the
PMA. He will receive the Secre-
tary of National Defense Saber.
IIis parents are also government
employees.

Like Calima, Cabrera will join
the Air Force, — With Ma, Elena
Gongales
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- Anak ng gov't employee,
nanguna sa PMA Class 2016
Ni Rizaldy Comanda rarito. Dahil 16 taon pa lang ako noong Christine Mae Naungayan Calima, 21,.

. FORT DEL PILAR, Baguio City
- Isang Ibanag mula sa Isabela ang
nanguna sa “Gabay Laya” (Gintong
Anak ng Bayan, Alay ay Buhay Para
sa Kalayaan) Class 2016 ng Philippine
Military Academy (PMA).
Pangungunahan ni Cadet First Class
Kristian Daeve Gelacio Abiqui, 24, ng
San ity Tealola, ang prgitan e 163
kadetengakademya sa Ling o, Maso 13,
tia inassahang dadaluhan ni Commander
n Chief Presiclent Benigno 8, Aquina II1L
Tatanggap si Abiqui ng Fresidential
Saber Award, Philippine Navy Saber

Award, Academic Group Award, -

Australian  Defense Best Overall
Ferformance Award, Hunwanities Plaque,
Mathematics Plaque, Natural Science
Plague, Navy Professional Course Plaque,
at General Antonio Luna Award.

Kabilang si Abiqui sa 17 kadete
na aanib sa Philippine Navy {PN), 13
sa Philippine Air Force (FAF), at 33 sa
Philippine Army (PA).

Bunso sa dalawang magkapatid
na balse ang panganay, si Abiqui ay
anak ng isang kawani ng Departmenit of
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) at
maybahay naman ang kanyang ina,

Nabatid na si Abiqui ay dating
rmiyembzong PMA Class 2015, ngunit sa
ikalawarg taon niya ay nagkaroon siya
ng problema sa baga dahil sa training at
fJang buwang na-confine sa ospital, kaya
tuluyan na siyang natigil sa pag-aaral
at hindi rakasama sa mga nagtapos sa
akcamyanoeng nabarmang en,

“Isang malaking hamon sa akinang
makapasok at makapagtapos sa PMA,
dahil bata pa lang ako ay pangarap ko

magtaposng highschool, nag-aral muna
akosa UPLB (University of the Philippines-
Los Bafios} at pinalad na makapasa sa
examination, at“eto, hindi ko akalainna
mangunguna ako sa aming class,” ard
Abiqui.

“Lahatkami ay number one, at malaki
ang paniwala kona ang PMA ang tanging
institusyonna matatagat may kredibifidad,
kaya handa Long gampanan at gawikang
mganatotmanko parasa bayen,” dagdag
pani Abiqui,

Pumangalsiva namankay Ablguiang
nag-tisang babaeng kadete na si First Class

PINAKAMAHURUSAY Ang fop fen n
ngayong taon mula sa €3-miyembrong

ng Bolinao,l’angasman, na aargb sa
PAF, at tatanggap ng Vice Presidenitial
Saber Award at 12 pang major award,
Angtop 10ng PMA Class of 2016
ay kinumpletonina Acby Jurist Cabrera,
ng Cavayan City, Isabela; foseph Stalin
Fagsao, ng Madella, Quirino; Jayson
Jess Tumitit, ng Baguio City; Mark
Joseph Daria, ng Bangar, La Union; Ace
Clarianes, ng Libmanen, Camarines
Sur; Prince Aday, ng 8. Cruz, Davao
del Sur; George Garcia, ng Labrador,
Pangasinan; at Gerald {rasaca, ng
Meycauayan City, Bulacan,

g.‘_Ph-irl'ippme 7Miﬁtary Acaderny
“Gabay Laya” (Gintong Anak ng

Bayan, Alay ay Buhay para sa Kalayaan) Class of 2016 na magtatapos sa
Linggo, Marso 13, sa Fort del Pilar sa Baguio City. Pinangungunahan ni

Cadet First Class. Kristian Dasve Abiqui

ang 10 pinakamafiuhuzay sa PMA

ngayong taen, kasunod sina Christine Mae Calima, Aby Cabrera, Joseph
Stalin Fagsao, Jayson Jess Tumitit, Mark Joseph Daria, Ace Clarianes, Prince

- Aday, George Bernard Garcia, at Gerald Gasacao.

RIZALDY COMANDA
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TWENTY soldiers who recently
clashed with local militants allied
with the Islamic State (IS) group
were honored with medals and cira-
tions yesterday for their gallantry
and bravery in Butig, Lanao del Sur
The Armed Forces chief of staff,
Gen. Hemando Iriberrd, flew 1o
Marawld Ty i the Fhifpping Aoy
chief, It. Gen, Edyvardo Afio, to pereon.-
aity award the medals and citations to
the 20 eoldm of the 10206 Infpey
Brigade of the 1st Infantry Division.
Iriberri, whose military service
ends on April 22 when he reaches
the mandatory retirernent age of
56, led a one-minute prayer for the
three soldiers who were killed in

the Butig clashes with the so-called
Maute group, which reportedly suf:
fered 24 fatalities and lost two of its
camps.

The Jemaah Islamivah-affiliated
group, which has pledged alle-
giance to the IS group that is sow-
ing terror in Traq and Syria, is re-
portedly led by the brothers Omar
and Abdullah Masgte, The weelklnne
fighting started on Feb. 20 when the
Maute group tarageed an Army
detachment in Butig.

During the ceremony that was
also attended by the Western Min-
danao Command chief, Lt. Gen.
Mayoraigo dela  Cruz, Irihersi
awarded the Gold Crass to Capt.

Page: ﬂ(@

Baltazar Marcos, 1Lt Ariel Bulagao,
2Lt Jesus Reyes Jr, Sgt. Rogelio
Abuan, and Cpl. Efren Manicad.
The AFP chief of staff awarded
the Silver Cross to 1Lt. Sydney Gar-

‘cia, TSgt. Leopoldo Albana Jr,

S8gt. Mario Salinas, SSgt. Ronald .

Vino, and Cpl. Piamael Macapan-
ton, Pfe. Benoch Larona was award-
ed the Brorze Crozs.. )
Citations were handed to Capt.
Ricardo  Nolaseo, Tsgt. Augusto
Grande, 58gt. Renante Catalan, 8-
gt. Rolly Perez, SSgt. Fernando

Villavicencio, Sgt. Franky Lazaga, ‘
Sgt. Lew Mark Mendiola, Epl. Anro- -

nio Balmores Jr., and Cpl. Rogelin
Martin Jr,

Julie M. Aurelia
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5 soldiers honored for gallantry

For acts of gallantry during the
recently-concluded operations
against a “local terrorist
organization” (LT0) in Lanao Del
Sur, five members of the Army’s
103rd Infantry Brigade were
conferred the Gold Cross Medal,
the country’s third highest military
decoration.

Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AP Chicl of Staff Gen, Honando

DCA Iriberr] bestower the awardto

Capt. Baltazar L. Marcos, 1Lt Ariel
O. Pulagas, 2L Josus AL Pryes,
Sgt. Rogelio E Abuan and Cpl. Efren
B. Manicad.

The awarding ceremony was held
at the 103rd Brigade headquarters

in Marawi City, with Army chief Lt. -

Gen. Eduardo Aflo and Western
Mindanao Command (Wesmincom)
chief Lt Gen, Mayoralgo Dela Cruz

joining the AFP chief, :

All five participated in the military
offensive against the 1TO led by the
biothers, Omar and Abdullah Maute
in February,

This stemmed from the
group’s botched attack against a
detachment of the 5ist Infantry
Battalion in Butig town, Lanao Del
Sur fast Feb, 20,

The Maute gioup is bolieved to
he allied to efements of the Jemaah
Islarmiyah.

The zalmost three-waek
government assault, backed by
air, artillery and armored vehicles
resulted in the killing of at least
42 extremists, 24 of which were
confirmed by intelligence reports.

Six Armiy troopers were also killed
In the ensuing encounters. {(Elena
L. Aben) :
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sa‘NPA kakasuhan - mil

GENERAL SANTOS CITY. ~Nanawagan ang: militar sa
candidates na huwag magbigay ng: permit-to-campaidn fees
People's Army (NPA).:Ayon kay Col. Ronald Villanieva, 1002 Y. -
Brigade commander, sasampahan nila:ng c iminal case ang mga’. .
kandidatong mapapatunayan na nagbayad ng permit-to-campaign fees -
sa'mga komunistang rebelde. Sinabi niya tia nakatanaaa; @it ry:. -
‘ng impormasyon na nagpadalaha ng mga sulat ang NPA

command. sa-mga kandidato. ia humihirigi ng bayvad  pa :
sflang mangapanya sa mga lugar na kontrolada ng rebeld upo.:
Ayon pa kay Villanueva, mahigpit nilang sinusubaybayan ang maa local -
candidates nang magsimula ang campaign period noong March 26."We
vill not hesitate to file criminal actions against local candidates who
will be found giving moncy to NFA rebels,” Villanueva said, Prayuhan
niya ang mga kandidatong ipaatam kaagad sa awtoridad kungsakaling .
makateranap sila ng sl nidh sa NPA nd himilinai ng permit-to-
campaigr fees. (Joseph Jubelag) - SRR
2 suspek sa ComVal bombing huli
DAVAQ CITY = Naaresto ng miyembro ng 46th Infantry Battalion
ang dalawang New Poople’s Army (NPA) rebels na umarnoe’y sangkot -
sa pagpapasabog ng improvised explosive device (IED):
" ng limang sundalo sa Barangay Golden Valley, Mabini;
Valley noong nakaraang Sabado. Kinilala ni 10th ID hi
officer Captain Rhyan Batchar and dalawang nadakip ‘na sina Ronie
Consolacion Mimi, 23, at Sonny Mini, 22, HEgpTSan nanarinirahan
sa Sitio Palall, Barangay Golden Valley. Nakumpisks sa dalawa ang
tationg IED, isang 300-meter wire, dalawang switch devices, at isang
. Matoposh motorcycle. Ayon kay Batchar, ang dalawang suspek ay
nahuli ng 46th IB troopers sa-aktong nagtatanint ng bomba sa:Purck
13, Barangay Golden Valley, noong Sabado, ilang minuto matapos ang
unang pagpapasabog na ikinasugat ng Hmang sundalo. (Alexander
D.Lopez) ... - o NN RN RS 1 T
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'AFP tells C'andida;(;; not to.
pay NPA permits to campaign

' GENERAL SANTOS CITY - Dot

: give in to demands of extortion from

the New People’s Army (NPA}, or else,
you would fuce the consequences un-
der axisting laws.,
~ This was the admonition given by
the militoes vesterdny n= it warned
local candidates that paying the NPA
for permits to campaign could get them
into trouble with the law, -
Col. Ronald Villanueva, 1602nd
Infantry Brigade com mander, said
themititary was ready (o file eriminal
charges against local candidates who
will pay for such permits from the in-

. surgent group.

He said the military had recejved

inforieation that the NPA Incal guar-

rilla comntand had alreard vsenlictlors
to several local candidates asking for
moucy inexchange for permits to cam-

- baign in NPA-controlled areas.

Giving in to the demands from the
NPAfor them to pay fees for permits o

campaign could mean disqualification

from the elections.

“ We will not hesitate to file criminal

actions against local candidates who

will be found. giving money tn NPA
rebels,” Villanueva said.

fnetead, Ineal candidates should
immedialely report to authorities if

hey reeeive any letier from NI, usk-

ing them to pay permits before they
could campaign in certain areas.

He said the military was even
willing to provide security to all can-
didales, who wish to launch their
campaign in areas which are consid-
ered strongholds of NPA, the armed
wing of the Communist Party of the
Phifippines, ' o _

According to the military asking
money from polilicians in exchange
fur permits to campaign in areas they
control were just one of the ways the

. rebel group raises funds.

It said the permit to campaign fees
asked by NPA rebels could run into the'
millions of pesos,

o

FTH

i
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livelihood assistance

BUTUAN CITY - Thirty former New People’s Army
(NPA) rebels each received P65,000 in livelihood assistance on ,
Friday. ' '

Capt. Jasper Gacayan, spokesman for the 401st
Infantry Brigade (IB), said the assistance is under
the Comprehensive Local Integration Program of the
Departments of the Interior and Local Government and
Social Welfare and Development.

“We are appealing (o cur NPA brothere and sisters to
corre down and avail themselves of the livefihood program
and live peacefully,” Col. Alexander Macario, 401st IB
comrsandet, said,

DILG Secretary Mel Senen Sarmiento and Agusan del Sur
Gov. Adolph Edward Plaza as well as military and barangay
officials attended the awarding ceremony held at the
provincial capitol. - Ben Serrano

|
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Dmdgmg project resumes after

COTABATO CITY--Army bomb
experts have cleared the con-
struction site for a dredging fa-
cifity under a fowd control pro-
ject in Data Salibo town in
Maguindanao province,
romptee e rertantion of
work activities there over the
weekend,

The project was earfier hait-
ed due to harassment by Maro

rebels  belonging w  the
Bangsamorc Islamic Freedom
Fighters {BIFF).

Lt. Col. Warlito Limet, com-
mander of the 2nd Mechanized
Infantry Battalion, said the
seavch for booby traps siifl con-
tinued in other sreas, hut the
dredging site in the villages of
Butalo and Tee in Datu Salibo
had been cleared of bombs that
might have left by the rebels.

ment forces,

- OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa armny2012@gmallcom -~

On Friday, a backhoe and
dump trucks entered Butalo.

Datu Salibo Mayor Noradin
Sajazal said the Ph&miilion
dredeing project heing inple-
mented by the national govern-
VELRLWIE 0 8Ly i Pcoboy
but was delayed by road right-
of-way (ROW) claims by resi-
dents. '

“T have talked to all the lot
owners where the project was
to be built and the government
have paid them,” Salasal told
reporters.

After the ROW claims were
settled, the project commenced
on Feb. 5, but the BIFF burped
two hackhoes, triggering a fire-
fight berween them and govern-

“We torched the equipment
because the contractor did not

coordinate with us, and be-
cause the road right-of-way
claim was not settled,” Ahy
Misri Mama, BIFE spokesper-
son, teld the  IngQuirsr by
phone.

Dluyig Salasul dended Ma-
ma’s claim. “All claims have
been settled,” he said, _

Limet said the project would

benefit the people once it i

completed. “We cannot under-

stand why the BIFF is opposed .

toit,” he told reporters. .

On Feb. 5, the military, with
the backing of twe MG-520
attack helicopters, launched
offensives to drive away
about 100 heavily armed BIFF
men,

The monthlong offensives
claimed the hves of four sol-
diers and wounded about 30

loro rebel ’a%.tm;cks |

others. Four civilians, including
the municipal treasurer of Datu
Stlibo, wore killed -olion the
BIFF set off a roadside bombp.

Military officials could not
say how many BIFF members
were killed or wounded. Civil-
tans in Datu Salibo claimed
about 40 BIFF fighters were
killed and 20 others wounded,

“We cannot confirm that, we
have no body count, but for sure
they have casualties”
Capt. Joann Petinglay, Army re-
gional Army spokesperson, told
the INGUIRER. '

On Thursday, the decompos-
ing body of a man, believed to
be a BIFF fighter based on his
fatigue uniform with a BIFF lo-
80, was found in the village of
Tee.  Edwin O. Fernandes, In-
guirer Mindanao
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By Florante S. Solmerin

FOLTOWING local government unitz. the Philippine

National Police and the Armed Forces of the Philippines

are still the most corrupt government agencies, the
Omibudsiiati suid in u report released Monday.

“For five straight years, offi-
cials from local government units
[LGU] and members of the Philip-
pine National Police [PNP] topped
the chart as the agencies with the
most number of cases filed with
the Otfice of the Ombudsman,”
Morales said.

The Armed PForces of the
Philippines is at third place fol-
lowed by the Deparlment of Ed-
ucation (fourth); Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources {fifth); State Univer-
sities and Colleges (sixth); De-
parfment of Agriculture (sev-
enth); Department of Finance
{eighth); and Department of
Agrarian Reform (ninth).
“Based on the report submitted

by the Finance and Management -

Information Office, cases against
LGU officials 1ose by 31 percent,

an increase from 2,053 cases in

2014 to 2,697 in 2015, while cases
against members of the PNP in-
creased from 1,258 in 2014 to 1,265
in 20157 Morales said.

Surprisingly, Ombudsman Con-
chita Morales there has been a
“downward trend” of corruption
cases al the Bureau of Customs,
now at 10t place.

“In contrast, the Bureau of Cus-
toms, at 10" place, registered a
downward trend with 177 cases in
2011 to 81 cases in 2012, 76 cases in
2013, 84 cases in 2014 and 70 cases
in 2615, she said, noting the cases
filed included both criminal and
administrative complaints.

Morales released the report a
month after Transparency Inter-
national noted in its annual Cor-

ruption Perceptions Index that the
Philippines slipped 10 notches in
ranking of corruption perception
in 168 countries.

In the 2015 CPI released late
January, the Philippines got a score
of 35 out of 100, 10 notches lower
than its ranking last year, Philip-
pines scored 34 in 2012, 36 in 2013,
and 38 in 2014.

The scores in the CPL, which could
be from a scale of 0 (perceived to be
highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean),
are based on “expert opinions of
public sector corruption.”

Transparency International also

observed that two-thirds of the

168 countries have scores below 50,
adding that no country in the world
is completely corruption-free,
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at P
By julie M._Aureiio

THE COMMANDER of the
Philippine Air Force will finally
8et a proper sendoff when he
rethes from the milita:y service
tomnrrow.

- Outgoing commanding gen-
rrab Tro Gepl Toffeey Pelogda
will review the troops as the
PAF’s brand new supersonic
jets—two FA-50 lead-in fighters
recently acquired from South
Korea-—will zoom by at his re-
tirement ceremony at Fernando
Air Base in Lipa City.

PAF spokesperson Col. Enrico
Canaya said it was tradition for

the commander to review the
troops and asse(s for the last

time.

“It's also an opportunity for
our pilots to gain proficiency in
formation flying, which they
train for,” Canaya said.

It was under Delgado’s rerm

that the PAF acquired the super-

sonic fighter jets, an array of .

medium-lift aircraft and attack
helicopters, this after the Air
Torce had lost most of its air
power over the past decades.
Two of the jets arrived in
November as the first part of a

s
Tull

New tighter jets to fly |
F chief’s sendoff

12-aircraft order from Kores
Aerospace - Industries worth
P18.9 biliion.

Delgado will be twning over
the Air Force to a still unnamed
successor Lo be nanied by Presi-
dent Aquine most likely from a
list that includes Lt. Gen. Edgar
avives, duopury chief of siafl
of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines; Maj. Gen. Salvador
Melchor Mison, commander of

the Air Education and Training .

Command; Ist Air Division
commander Maj. Gen. Raul del
Rosario and PAF chief of air staff
Maj. Gen. Galileo Kintanar.

The President is expected to
preside over the ceremony at
Fernando Air Base.

Delgado’s B6th birthday, the

age of mandatory retirement
age from the military and police
Service, isn't uneil March 20 but

- he is leaving earlier on March 9
due to the election-ban on ap-

pointments.
Delgado belongs to Philippine

Military Academy “Sandigdn” -

Class of 1982 and spent most of

his mikitary career in the Air :

Force, receiving various medals
for outstanding service, including
the Presidential Legion of Honor,
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I warns IS te
setting up |

KUALA LUMPUR~-The head of thg @ig.gest
Moro rebel group in southern Phﬂ_xppmes
on Monday warned that the Islamic S_tate
(I8) terrorist group was trying to estabhs}{ a
stronghold in Mindanao following the fa111»
ure of the Fhifippine Congress to pass the

ASEC 11

proposed RBangsamoro Bagic Law (11T as

part of a peace agreement.
Vool e R

bR T LT,
RRETH PR R TR

LR
IR AN

Liberation Front, said the militant IS group

From page A

actment of the proposed BBE,
which sought to establish a nore
powerful and better-funded  ay.
Dnomous region for ROty Mus-
lims, had led in frustrerions thar
could be exploited by the 1S and
other extremist rehel groups.

Malrysia is a facilitator in the
peace talks between the Philippine
government and the MILE and Mu-
rad spoke while Passing through
Kuala Lumpur, ‘

“There have been some effo; ts of
penetration fhy 18] hye they have
not succeeded in establishing a
stronghold in Mindanao,” Murad
said during a news conference,

“But now after the nonpassage of
the [proposed EBL], we are quite
concerned thar they’(IS nuilitants)

can capitalize on this becoyse the.

[frustration] of the people in the
area is now very strong,” he added.
Gunmen pledging allegiance to

had attempted over the past year to recruit
supporters in Mindanao, but he added the .
MILF had worked to convince them that the
peace pact it had signed with.the govern-
ment in 2014 was the best sofution.

Even so, burad sald the delay in the en-

rror group

Lindanao

. MILF/AG
26 soldinre inl 2n30
clashas get medalsmsr

the IS group, which controls vast
swathes of territory in Iraq and Syr-
fa, recently instigated a series of
deadly hattles with the Army in
Lanao del Sur, leaving three sol.
diers and 24 others dead.

Malacafiang and the military,
however, insisted there were no op-
erational links between the I and
Moro terrorist groups in Minddnao.

The 11,000-stron & MILF dropped
its secessionist bid and settled for
broader autonomy for minority
Muslims in  Mindanao in a
Malaysian. brol.red peace pact it
signed wiih (he administration of
President Aquino in 2014,

The conflict has left 150,000 peo-
ple dead and stunted development
in Mindanao, home to some of the
COUntTy's poorest regions.
© Under the peace deal, a draft BBL
was submitted 1o Congress to create
the autornomang region to be called
Bangsamaoro. The bill’s eatly passage
was stalled by anger over the killing

Page: FH

last year of 44 Special Action Force
comimandos in [ighting rhat involved
some fighters from the Moro group.

Lawmakers ended the lase TCgL-
lar zession of their term 14 st month
without passing the bill.

Murad said: the MILF could not
give up its armed struggle yet but
would notrevert to violence as long
as the peace process had a chance
to move forward. '

“We. cannot completely abandon
armed struggle, but e always be-
lieve we have to give supremacy,
piimacy to the peace Process he-
cause we believe the salution to the
problem s still political,” he said.

“As long as the Peace process has
& chance to move forward, then we
don’t want to revert to violenge
again,” he added, - o

Murad said he way hopeful that
the new President who would be
electad in May this year would sup-
portand contine the Aquino admin-
istration’s peace efforts, Ap and AFP
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The Istamic State (IS) is try-
ing to establish a stronghold
in violence-racked Mindanao,
the head of the country’s big-
gest Muslim rebel organization
warmed yesterday.

Moro Istamic Liberation
Front chairman Murad Ebrahim
said the IS seeks to capitalize
on the growiny fmstration of
some MILF members over the
breakdown of efforts to end a

decades-long Muslim separatist
rebellion in the South. )

The peace process has been
frozen since Congress failed fast
month to pass a bill that would
have granted autonomy to the
Muslim region.

“We are quite concerned that
they (IS) can capitalize on this,
hoeanse the sentimoent of the
people in the area is now very
strong. .. the frustrations after the

IS seeking stronghold in Mindanao — MILF

nor-passage of the law,” Murad
told reporters in Kuala Eumpur

Gunmen pledging allegiance
to the jihadists controlling vast -
swathes of Iraq and Syria have
instigated a series of deadly
battles with the army in the
volatile Mindanao.

Murad said the MILF was
secking a dialogue with 15-allied
militants to dissuade them from
further attacks.

Violence has plagued Mind-
anao for decades diuing a Mus-
lim separatistinsurgency that has
claimed at least 120,000 lives,

The MILF signed a peace ac-
cord with President Anuino’s
government in 2014 to end
its struggle for independence,
which began in the 1970s.

Aquino’s six-year term
ends in June and the MILF has

while it awaits elections in May.

“We cannot completely aban-
don armed struggle, but we
always believe we have to give
Supremacy, primacy to the peace
process becnuse we believe the
sotution to the problem is sti]]
political,” Murad said,

“As long as the peace process
has a chance to move forward
then we don't want to revert to

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP} is enjoining
the MILE leadership to continue
contributing their share to pre-
serve peace in Mindanao.

ATP spokesman Brig. Gon,
Restituto Padilla made the dec-
laration in response to Murad’s
claim that the IS is establishing
links with the MILE.

~ AFF, Jaime Laude, jose

pledged to honor a ceasefire

violence again,”

Rodel Clapano, Janvie Mateo
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KUALA LUMPUR-—The Islamic State i tryingto establish -
a stronghold in Mindanao, the head of the nation’s biggest
Muslir rebel organization warned M; ondmy

Moern Jslamic Liberation Trant  breakdoves of cflorts 1o end a
chairman Murad Ebrahim said decades-long Muslim separatist
ot niel IS seedin Lo vapilulice  aebddlion  in o e southern
on growing frustration over the Mindaiao region, )

’ ; ‘ o ¥
the people in the area is now very
_strong. The frustrations after the
‘non-passage of the law—thcy can
capitalize on that” Murad told
reporters in Kuala Lumpur.
Gunmen pledging allegiance
‘to the jihadists controliing vast
swathes of Iraq and Syria have
Instigated a series of deadly batlles
The peace process has been -
frozen since Cengress failed last
month to pass the Bangsamoro ©
Basic Law that would have granled
greater autonomy to the region.
“Now, after the non-passage of -
the [bill], we are quite concerned
that they [the IS} can capitalize
on'this, because the sentiment of
“with the AxTu\y in Mindaueo since
Congress failed to pass BSL.
Murad said the MILF was
seeking dialogue with IS-allied
militants to dissuade them for
further attacks. )
But the military questioned
Murad’s asgessmment, saving the
' Next page

MILE was merely using the IS—also referred to -
as Daesh—to gain attention.

“We believe that the nanies of big oronps Jike
the Daesh are only being brought into the cop-
versation becatise of their decire 10 pet further
attention from many of the players out there

inothe Gold” sl e Lean Poslonia Paditla,
spokesman of the Armed Forces of the Phitip-
pines,

Padilla dismissed reports ahous (he presence
of Islamic terrorists.

“There is no direct verifishle and credinle
presence of any internatinnal aranps within the
area,” he said.

Padilia said the mifitary dicd not put much
stock in Murad’s statement, but took seriously
the ability of tocal terraris( aroups to recruit
young members.

Vice presidential candidate Scnator Gregorio
Honasan 11 on Monday urged the intelligence
service of the AFP to verify and validate the
presence of the Daesh in Mindanao.

Violence has plagued Mindanao for decades
during a Muslim separatist insu rgency that has
claimed 120,000 lives.

The MILF signed a peace accord with the
government in 2014 to end its struggle for inde-
pendence, which began in the 1970,

Despite the non-passage of the BBL, the MILF
has pledged to honor a ceasefire while it awaits
elections at mid-year.

“We cannot completely abandon armed
struggle, but we always believe we have to give
supremacy, primacy to the peace process he-
cause we believe the solation to the problem is
stilf political,” Murad said,
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Military disputes MILF’s
warning on IS recruitment

BY YVICTOR REYES
AND JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE military yesterday disputed
a pronouncement of Moro
Islamic Liberation Front chair-
man Murad Ebrahim that the Is-
lamic State is trying to establish
a foothoid in Mindanao, capital-
izing on the people’s frusteation

over the failure of Congress to
pass the Bangsamoro Basic Law.

“We are not putting much
weight on those pronounce-
ments... We believe, up to
now, that there is no direct,
verifiable and credible pres-
ence of any international group
within the area,” said Armed

Forces spokesman Trig. Gen.

Restituto Padilla,

Peace adviser Teresita Deles
acknowledged Murad’s warn-
ing that the IS is using the non-
passage of the BBL to recruit
frustrated Moros, and said there
is a lot of disappointment over
the non- pqqsngn of the BBL but
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that government forces are
working closely with the MiLF
to prevent, if not curb, extrem-
ism in parts of Mindanao.

“We agree that the frustra-
tions of the people on the
ground can lead to receuit-
ment for radical, extremist
thought and action. Our secu-
rity sector is working on this
and our ceasefire mechanisms
are working closely and ro-
bustly with them 1o maintain
pedeeand order on the gronnd,
inchrding cirhing the speeasd of
extremismll,” she said,

Mrvad in g PSS Conl e
in Malaysia, also said the MILF is
trying to talk to IS-allied militants
to dissuade them from conduct
ing further attacks in Mindanao,

There have been reports in
the past that the IS, also known
as the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS), was recruiting fore-
esin Mindanao after groups, in-
Cluding the Abu Sayvaf, pledged
allepiance to it

Padilla said some quarters in
Minelimao are using the name of
ISand other big terrorist groups
just to get atrention.

He acknowledged there is
frustration over the non-passage
of the BBL, which would have
established a new political
entity in the South, hut said

-everybody should undersiand
the “dynamics” involved.

*nothe cnd, we €xpect thiat
there will be a mechanism toward
a iong-iaszing_pmce,” he said.

The passage of the BBL is
part of the peace agreement
signed by government with
the MILF in 2014 Authoritics

are optmistic the BBL will be
passed in the next administra-
tion. The BBL was endorsed by
President Aquino to Congress
for approval but lack of time,

lack of quorum, and a number

of potentially unconstitutional
provisions delayed and eventy-
alty led to jts nos-passage.

Padilla also urged the public
to ignore information abour
the supposed success of the
Maute terrorist Broup in Butig
town, Lanao del Norte, The
group, which has links with
the Jemanh Islamiah, has been
subject of a mtiilny offensive
since February 20,

He voted 1eports about ihe
death of many soldiers in the op-
erations against the Maute group,
and that the group had shot down
an Air Force helicopter, anong
others, over (he past two weeks,

On Sunday, the SITE Intck-
ligence Group quoted the IS-
linked Amaqg News Agency
as saying that IS fighters have
captured 20 Army soldiers “in
the ¢ty of Lanag.”

Padilla said: “Thats a hoax;
[ure fes. Those sources sup-
POIt extremists and terrorism,
You should pass the word
around and question its credi.
bility as a source of news. Those
who follow and believe it may
unknowingly be su pporting ex-
trenusts, terrarist propaganda.”

AWARDS

Armed Forces chief Gen.
Hernando Iriberri conferred

the Gold Cross Medal, the third

highest military decoration for
combat, on five soldiers for
thelr cole in e operations

against the Maute group.

The awardees, led by Capt.
Baltazar Marcos, a company
commander under the Army’s
51st Infantry Battalion, were
cited during Iriberri’s visit at
the headquarters of the 103rd
Brigade in Marawi City.

The four other awardees are
11t Ariel Bulagao, 21t Jesus
Reyes, Sgt. Rogetio Abuan, and
Cpl. Efren Manicad.

Col. Noel Detoyato, chief of
the AFP’s public ‘affairs office,
said the five were given the
medais “for acts of galtantry
during the combat operations
against the Mayte proup”

Fifteen other officers and
men got lowergrade medals.
Five were given the Silver Cross
Medal, five the Bronze Cross
Medal, and another five the
Military Merit Medal,

Last February 20, about 40
members of the Maute group
attacked a mifitary detachment
in Butig, leading to intense
fighting that saw (he deploy-
ment of bomber planes, atrack
helicopters, and armored pr-
sonncl carriers.

On Tuesday last week, mili-
tary and local government
officials held a flag-raising cer-
SMOony at a captured camp of
the Maute group, signaling a
military victory. The military

-said 24 members of the Maute

group died in the fighting,

Detoyito said there are no
lenger “combat opcrations”
against the group but said there
arc ongoing “IED (Improvised
cxplosive device) clearing and
perimeter scouring.”

He added: “There’s no more
enemy resistance as of todkry.”
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KUALA LUMPUR - The Islamic State group

is trying to establish a stronghold in the
viclence-racked Mindanao, the head of th
nation's biggest Muslim rebel |

organization yesterday warned,

Mnrr} Islamlc Liberation Front
o Turn fo page 2

non-passage ol the Low — they can
capitaiize on thot,” Murad fnjd
reparters in Kuala Lunpur,

Gunmen pledging allegiance to

the jihadists controlling vast
swathes of Irag and Syria have
instigated a series of deadly
battles with the Army in the
Mindanac since Congress hocked
the peace push.

Murad said the MILF was
secking dialog with In-alited
militants to dissuvade them for
further attacks.

Violenee has plagued the
southern Philippines for decades
during a Muslim scparatist
insurgeney that has claimed
120,000 Jives.

The MILF signed 5 peace
aceord with the Aquino
adininistration in 20M to end its

struggle for independence, which
hegan in the [1H0s. :

Aguine's six-ysar term snds in
June arul the MILF has pledged to
konor a ceaselire while it mwaits
elections at mid-year.

“We cannot completely abandon
armed strisggle, but we always
helieve we have to give supremacy,
primacy to the peace process
because we helieve the solution

to the probtem s stil political,”
- Murad said.

“As long as the peace process
has a chance to move forward theh
we don't want to revert to violense
again.”

United Nationalist Alliance
(UNA) vice presidential candicaie
Sen. Gregorio Honasan {],
meanwhile, reiferated the
importance of an exicnsive
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- (MILF) chairman Murad Ebrahim

said the extremist IS seeks to
capitaiize on growing frustrfatmn
over the breakdown of efforts to
end a decades-long Muslim
separatist rebellion in the war-
torn region.

The peace process has’ been
frozen since Congress failel last
month to pass the Bangsamoro
Basic Law (BBL), agreed between
the government and the MILE, that
would have grantail antenomy fo
the region. :

“Now, afler ile nu ga.ssag,e uf
the (Biil). we are quite concerned
that they (ihe 18) can capitalize
on this, because the sentiment of
the people in the area is now very
strong. The frustrations after the

verification and validation of the
rooporied presence of IS extremists
in the southern region.

He said the Intelligence
Service of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (Isafp) should exert
ali efforts to confirm if the
reparts are true.

*1f the reports are true i,

should be validated. The
Inieltigence Service of the AFP
should exert all elfurts to
confirm if it is classified. As we
know, terrorism represented by
ISIS and even any other groups
identified in this activity is'an idea
which can only be countered by
much better ideas,” Honasan
siressed.

Earlier this year a video
from Mindanao civentated in the
jihadi forum Shumukh al-Isiam,

showing Abu Sayyaf leader
lenilon Hapilon marching with
extremist leader Abu Sharifs,
leader of Ansar al-Khalifa. Both
leaders have aliegedly pledged
allegiance to IS leader Abu bakr
al-Baghdadi. e

Honasan said the national
government, especially the Arined +
Foerces, should not dilly-dally id
teking the necessary actions td
ensure anid pratect the safely of
its people. &

“We as a nation should nevet
be reluctant in doing propet
aetions,” he added.

Ilonasan a former solier, alse
stressed the need to prmmne thb
approval of propoesad arendienis
to the Human Security Act and
Mational Defense and Soourity
laws, AFP
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?‘omen lawmakers are
appealing to the House
£ of Ropresentatives lead-
¥ ¥ ership to immediately
direcla probe on thie {ire that sulled
the lumad evaciiation center in the
Ultited Chiureh of Christ in the Phil-
ippines (UCCP) Haran Compound
in Davao City last Feb, 24.
Gabriela party-list Reps. Luz
Hlagan and Emmi de Jesus asked
Speaker Ieliciano Belmonie Jr. to
effect the urgent investigation of the
apparent intentional burning down
ofthe dormitories heusing some 700
lumads fleeing the militarization of
their ancestral domain., -
‘Tnstead 'of investigating the
widcly suspected culprits behind
the erime, whieh the lumads point
as the Alamara militia that the
military is supporting, the regional
heads of the armed forces are even

hitting back on the lumad and
human rights defenders, sowing
intrigues that the victims and advo-
cates inflicted this barbaric crime
upon themsclves 1o gain sympatiy,"
Tlagan, a native of Davao city, said.

llagan and De Jesus filed House
Resnlutinn 2879 0 eall an the TTonise
Committee on Human Rights to
immediate conduct an investiga-
tion into the burning down of four
makeshift houses and two dormito-
ries in UCCYP Haran compound that
left five lumad evacuees injured,
including children.

Hagan lamented that the young-
est victim of the blaze was a two
year-old child.

Do Jesus said the afilicted lae
mads showld be invited to the hear-
ing, especially Manabo Datu Dul-om

Tumagsa, an evacuee from Davao -

del Norte who heard members of
the 60th Infantry Battalion of the

Philippine Army and paramilitary

group Alamara planned to set the
evacuation center on fire,

- Bai Ali Indayla, Gabriela Women
Partylist third nominee and spokes-
person for Mindanao, suid Datu dul-
am Tumagsa heard ihe plan to sct
the Haran compound on fire as he
war one of {hozo .-r(::'{_'ifxf_y ik by
the Philippine Army and Alamara to
Davao City to join series of rallies in |
front of the Haran compound. -

"UCCP Secretary-General Bish-
op Reuel Marigsa surmised that
the burning of the UCCP dormi-
tories was deliberate since plastic
bottles containing gasoline were
found around the compound,” she
noted.

Seme 700 lumad evacuecs
sought refuge in the UCUP-1Taran
compound in Mareh 2615 afler se-
ries of attacks and intensified mili-
tarization infrsted their commauni-
ties in Davao Del Norte, Bukidnon
and Surigao del Sur,
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Lumad
raise
plaint
To LN

" By John Paolo
Bengzto and
Maricel V. Cruz

[
|
’ ‘J‘}SSISTED by  human
, rights activists, Mindan-
f 20 tribal folk filed a for-
f ma% coinplaint before the
i United Nations Special
! Rapporteur on the Rights
i of Tatersally Displaced
. Persons over the burning
of a refugee camp for dig.
l placed indigenous people,
' or lumad, in a church com.-
j pound in Davao City.
Michelle Campaos
‘danghter of slain lumad
leader Dionel Campos
submitted the complaint to
L:’N Si=ial Rapporteur Dr,
(jheioka Beyani assisted by
rights group Karapatan
secretary-general Cristina
j Palabay and its coordina-
¢ tor Dr. Naty Castro,

Palabay said the continu-

- ing harassment of lumad

evacuees seeking refuge at
the UCCP Haran Com-
pound, and the insistence
of state aclols o force them
back 10 thelr coromunities,
show a lack of understand-

Lol i gt andatack
of concern for their safety
and welfare.

"In July 2015, Dr. Beyani
was in the Philippines for

* an official visit to investi-
gate the human rights situ-

- ation of people displaced
by Typhoon “Yolanda”,
commurities - affected by
mining activities and those
who were forcibly evacuat-
ed from their comununities
because of military opera-
tions.

In his exit statement,
Beyani expressed alarm at
. the incident and said tribal
' leaders “reported that their
communities were COnsis-
tently being manipulated
and divided and that they
had been harassed and re-
ceived threats when they
gxpressed their opposition.”

Page: ﬁ5
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UN suit filed
vs military
forburning
‘Lumad dorms-

‘ﬁ

By Mario J. MaHari

Amilitant group yesterday filed
formal complaint against the -
military before ure United Nations
Vior the buning of dormitories of
i Lumad evacuees inside the United
{Claads of Gl tho Philippites
(UCGP) compound in Davao Czty"
recently. s

Karapatan filed the complaint
letter to Dxr. Chaloka Beyani, UN -
special rapporteur on the Rights
of Internaily Displaced Persons, at
the side of the 3ist UN Human '
Rights Council Session in Geneva,
Switzerland,

The complaint stemmead from
the reb, 24 fire that hit the
dormiteries of indigernous people
insile UCCP Haran compoand. ;

Five were reportedly huri
during the ineident, blamed to the
-military by the militant group

Pasaka,
The military, however,
. vehoemently denied any involvernent
in the incident.

Karapatan Secretary General
Cristina Databay, who is i Geneva
attending the session, claimed
there is continuting harassment of
Lumad evacnees seeking refuge at
the UCCP compound in Haran,

Palabay said there are more
than 70 members of the tribal
gronups based in Talaingod and
Kapaling in Davao del Norte who
are cury Lntiy staying inside UCCP
- Haran compound.

“The Lumads fled their
communities when soldiers and |
military-backed Alamara militia
forees oceupied their communities
and forcibly récruited them into
the paramilitary group,” Palabay

said. ‘ .
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Marine Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marce-
lino failed yesterday to divulge the
real reason behind his presence at the
shabu storage facility in Manila where
64 kilos of shabu with a street value of
P256 million were seized in a raid last
January.

Marcelino was supposed to give a
tell-all testzm(my about “sensitive infor-
mation” on the drug raid during a hoar-
ing at the Dopart *wn’: nf jmhcn (DO
yesterd ay.

wanted arling DO Secvatary
Emmanuel Caparas, Prosecutor Gen-
eral Claro Arellano, National Bureau
of Investigation Director Virgilio
Mencie? and Intelligence Service of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines

- a_ryw. Ve e Hy gy e e

lo Marcelino tell-all on drug raid

chief Arnold Quiapo to be present
during the hearing. But the officials
did not attend the proceedings.

Marcelino refused to proceed with ‘

his testimony and requested that he be
subjected to alie-detector test.

Senior Deputy Prosecutor Theodore
Villanueva rejected Marcelino’s ap-
peal.

The proeecutor ordered Marcelino
to submit his rejoinder to the charges
of conspiracy in the manufacture and
rosseasinn of Hlegal drugs under Re-
public Act 9165 tomorrow.

Marcelino and his Chinese com-
panion, Yan Yi Shuo, were nabbed in a
drug raid in Sta. Cruz, Manila in Janu-
-~ Edu Punay

|

!
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Search For Truth

By ERNESTO M. MACEDA :

Unjust dismissal

The Ombudsman ordered the dis-
missat of Mayor Rex Gatchalian and
other Valenzuela officials, for issuing
a business permit to Kentex Manufac-
turing Corporation, in relation to the
slipper faclary fire hat Rilled atleast
74 people in May 2015

The order is objectionable and
mate all municipal mavors in a
problematic situation as they issue
thousands of mayor’s permit.

The dismissal order is politically suspect, since Mayor
Gatchalian is the spokesperson of presidential candidate -
Grace Poe.

However, Gatchalian s still fighting the Ombudsman's
dismissal erder against him and six other officials. He said
there is no seene ﬁmt he will step down or be brought out
from his office as he did not violate any law in issuing
provisional business perrmits for the factories. _

The Court of Appeals (CA) issued a temporary re-
straining order (TRO) againat the Ombudsman’s order
of dismissal.

To date, the vicims had ddatmed P130,000 cach from
the Departiment of Labor and Employment (DOLE).

Political update

Independent tandem Grace Poe and Prancis Escudero
visited Aguinid Falls in Samboan, Cebu. Poe urged feliow
presidentiables to visit tourist sites and appreciate their
potential, for tourism growth.

Sceing himself as a “batang palengke,”- United Na-
tionalist Alliance (UNA) presidential candidate Vice-
President Jejomar Binay visited several wet markets,
including Mega Q Mart and Kamuning Market, and
Barangay Damayang Lagi and Manresa in Quezon City.
Over the weekend, he visited Pampanga towns, -

“Binay noted the increasing prices of prime commodi-

" ties and the proliferation of poverty in the country. He
also expressed atarm over the rising crime incidence in
the country. If elecled, Binay said he will appoint his
running male Cringn Honasan as the crime czar to curb
crirunality. _

In an interview last Sunday, former Candaba Mayor
Jerry Pelayo bared ail local candidates - all incumbent and
former mayers of the 21 municipalities and lone city - in
Pampanga have decided to disregard their party affili-
ations and throw their support to Vice-President Binay
whom they see as the champion of local government

. unitg (EGUs)

i\
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Admunistration standard-bearer Mar Roxas cam- |

paigned in Cavite last weekend. He said he has faith

and confidence in the people on how they will weigh the
qualifications of candidates. They know who are freshand -

who's stale. They know who is capable and who is not.
Roxas’ vice presidential bet Leni Robredo campaigned
separately in Albay.
Partido Demokratike Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-
Laban) presidertial bet Rodrigo Puterte was in Albay too.
He announced plans to appoint Albay Gov. Joey Salceda as

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

secretary-general. He also visited Butuan City.

People’s Reform Party {PRP) standard-bearer Miriam
Defensor-Santiago cancelled her speaking engagementat -

the Eastern Visayas State University in Tacloban.
Valencta's statement
Former Oriental Mindoro Rep. Rodolfo Valencia issued
the following statement on the accusation of the Ombuds-

man on his alleged misuse of his Priority Development

Assistance Fund (PDAF) funds.

1. “My signatures were forged. 1 sent affidavits and -

eviduences to Justice Sce Lodla de Lima and requesied a
meeting several times, but she didn't even reply.”

2. “V do notknow Napoles much more so Ben Hur, the

whicHehlower.”
3. “Ihere is no final Commission on Audit wCOA)

report yet, so what's the evidence? Only a baseless and -
unfounded statement from a whistleblower who is un-

known to me.” )
Lack of government jobs

One of the failures of the Aquino administrationis the :

non-creation of jobs in government.

The Philippine National Police (PNP) needs 50,000
more policemen. The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) -

tacks 30,000 firemen.

The Department of Health (DOH) should hire 30,000
maore nurses ko assign one, for every barangay. There's a
necd ta hire 1,000 doclors and denlists. )

- There is a need to hire 60,000 teachers {o help reduce
classsizes to one twachey, for every 35 students,

The Aquino administration is not filling up vacant
positions to generate more savings. This is a bad policy.

The next president should immediately hire 500,000
government empioyees to help alleviate tﬁ
ment problem,

Crime update

Police Chief Inspector Ger A. Tglanloe of Maragusan,
Compostela Valley was shot dead in an ambush.

Broy. Chairman Jacinto Cassanova Gardiola of Mataas
na Kahoy was shot dead in Batangas.

Another National Grid Cerporation (NGCP) tower
wasbombed in Aleosan, North Cotabato by unidentified
armed men. The said steel power tower was also bombed
on January 14, but the explosion failed to topple down
the power pylon.

Mark Lambino, a security guard, was killed while having
a drinking session with his friends in Tondo, Manila.

After breaking up, 16-year-cld Analyn Pastrano was
shotdead by her ex-boyfriend, slias Jay-are, in Cagayan

- de Oro.

e unemploy--

-

Twao brothers were shot dead in‘Batan-
gas. ) .

Five soldiers of 10th Infantry Division
were hurt, inseparate clashes between the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)and -
the New People’s Army (NPA) in Com-
postela Valley Province, after the latter
exploded an improvised bomb. '

Two soldiers of the 28th Infantry Bat-
talion were wounded after an encounter -
against the members of the NPA in Lupon,
Davao Oriental,

Tidbits

Ex-Makatt Vice-Mayor Ernesto Mercado
was seen by ex-Mavor Jerry Pelayo playing
atthe Widus Casino at Clark free-trode zone,

A souzce said Mercado lost P300,000. ;

The Sandiganbayan ordered Tugueg- °
arao Mayor Jefferson Soriano to be sus-
pended for 90 days.

MNLF chair Nur Misuari endaorsed
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, for president.

Condolence to Governor Chavit Singson
and his seven children on the death of his
wife, Evelyn Verzosa-Singson.
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KICK-OFF | Army’s 119th Anniversary Activities
By: Luj

FORT BONIFACGIO, Taguig City — The Philiopine Army started its major activities ﬁnéd—up in celebration of the
119th founding anniversary with its enduring theme, "Serving the people. Securing the land.”

A static capability display and information caravan of the Army's CMO Group started early today at the Bonifacio
High Street, Bonifacio Global City which will showcase to the public the Army capabilities such as the war fighting
equipment, humanitarian assistance and disaster response (HADR}) capabiiities and recruitment program.

The spectators are free to take photo souvenirs and get the feel of handling displayed Army equipment. The
information caravan will culminate with a live conzert fanturing the Philippina Army band in ihe

evening temorrow, Sunday.

Thn Philimnies femn il st o, R S ERLIF IR P Ly ddudding i Aitiey Ly 1 el Cetelration
in three major island of the country, the Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao which will be facilitated by the Office of the

Army Chief Public Affairs with the support of its major units and varicus stakeholders,

The fieid day celebration activities includes the following; preseniation of the Army transformation 119 years since its
establishment through photo exhibits and static displays, recruitment of officers and enlisted personnel for 2016, and
shioweasing the governmant peace programs in collaboration with the LGUs and other stakeholders.

The field day celebration in Luzon started today at SM City Lucena under the Supervision of the Army’s 2nd infantry
Devision (210). 1t will and on Sunday, March 6.

Army field day in Visayze will be held at Roebinsons Mall in Tacloban City on March 11 and 12. Celebration in
Mindznao will be held at Gaisano Mail in Tagum City on March 12 and 13.

Col. Benjamin L. Hao, the Army Chief Public Affairs says, “The Army Field Day Celebration in three major islands of
the country aims to expand the celebration of the 119th founding anniversary down 1o jts froops on the ground.”

“Our troops on the ground and the general public must be informed on what the Philippine Army has achieved on its
118 vesrs o exisienca, | nay musiknow how fs the Prulippine Army s, 10 ils tranzformation wiiorts,” said Hao,

Other activities lined-up in celebration of the 119th founding arniversary of the Phitippine Army ingludes the
following: Philippine Army Marksmanship Assessment and Evaluation to be held at the Army’s Training and Doctrine
Coemmand in Camp O'Donneall, Capas, Tariac on March 7 to 14, Public Affairs Officers (PAO} Forum to be held at
Armiy Headguaners here; frec surgical imission (o adult and children with Cigit tip/palate at Army General Fiaspital

on March 9 to 11, Regional Annual Administrative Tactical Inspection (RAATH to ROTC units fo be held here

on March 13; Army Muscum Open House on March 13 to 22; Fun Run and Media Fellowship Night on March 15;
Tejeros Convention Ceremony at Tejeros, Cavite on March 16; Fellowship Dinner with Former Commanding General
of the Philippine Army on March 17 wreath laying ceremony at Libingan ng mga Bayani on March 18&; bicadietting
activity at Army Crandstand on March 13; and the anniversary program on March 22 to ba held here.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The Philippine Army was established on March 22, 1897 at the Tejeros, San Francisco de Maiabon, Cavite. Gen

Artemio Ricarte was named Captain General of the Ejercito en la Repubtica delos Isias Filipinas or the Revolutionary
Philippine Army.

www.inguirer.net

Retiring ‘Superman’ writes PMA cadets extolling peace

The millennial cadets of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) on Saturday received a Jetter frdm'outqoin'q
Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff Gen. Hernando Jriberri on how peace building has enriched

the military.

in fieu of a speech, Iriberri read the letter 1o the cadets and then handed it to the corps’ senior cadet du?inq a
testimonial parade given in honor of the chief of staff on Saturday, 48 davs before his mandatory retirement

ips AL SE e LI P o
O3 AL A MIIERY T Trargan U,

Letter writing is “the secret weapon” of cadets, who reread notes fram cirlfriends and narente hepar jem theen arn
il el GRS Of fupe” 1o combat a siressful PMA life, said friberri, who earned the monicker “Superman” as
he rose through the ranks.

A member of PMA “Matikas” Class of 1983, Iriberri said thaf writing a letter may seem odd to a generation of
cadets that is more at home with texting thair thoughts and discussing their passions on social media.

Completing career tycle

Iriberri told the cadets that writing the letior was his way of completing the cyele of his caranr 85 a soldier,
He said military life helped him “fully apnreciate the dividends of peace and of building conscnsys. ™

He said the military of the 21st gentury is composed of “men and women inuniform fwhol are not only
watriors, but lare] also builders, peace makers, teachers, advocates and partners for proaress [because]...
we interact, we bujld relationships and we sirengthen alliances.”

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people, Securing the land.
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Joseph Stalin' among top PH military schoo] drads

From Rappler (Mar 7); ‘Joseph Stalin’ among fop PH military school grads

He jost his parents before he became a Philippine Military Academy cadet. Joseph Stalin Abara Fagsao now says, 'f
survived because of the dreams of m Y parents. f hope | made them proud.’

‘COOLEST GUY." This was what Joseph Stalin Fagsao promisad to become when he first tweefed 6 years ago. He
graduates with the 4:h highest honors from the Fhilippine Military Academy on March 1 3, 2016. Rappier photo. -

SiX years ago, a 16-year-old boy joined Twitter.

"“I'm the coolest persen you'lf ever know," he ssid in his description,

What can be cooler than to carry the name "Joseph Statin"? However, Joseph Stalin Abara Fagsao wanted
fo just be called Xeoh.

He stopped tweeting in 2012, around the tirne he was set to attend the’ Philippine Military Academy
{PMA), Asia's oldest military school,

in his cliss! Beitig the for tagkts

or West Point:

Ou Sunday, March 12, Cadet § st Class'Fagsad will graduais 88 the 4t
fon the A my he vl be stiBnding the Untind S{:tés MiliiaryAc iy

"I asked my father why | was named aiter a communist leader, and he said he was his idol” Fagsao said.

Irorically, his father, wha is from Bontoc, Mountain Province, was a member of the Philippine Constabulary. He died
of & lingering disease when Joseph was in Grade 1.

“t wanted to join the military and my dreams were shattered when my father died," Fagsao said.

ez is the only son, althcugh he has 3 haif siolings from each parent, He was born in Maddela, Quirino, but he grew
up in Fort Bonifacio in Taguig City.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopte. Securing the land.
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When he was 18, he took the PMA examinations. On the day Fagsao learned that he passed the exams. his muother
Delia, who was into the furniture business, died of a lingering disease.

"I wanted {o take up computer engineering, but my mother said it was her dream that | joined the PMA." Fagsao
recailed.

He said that life in the academy was hard. "l survévecf! because of the dreams of my parents. | hope | made them
proud " '

www.rappler.com

PMA graduates smallest batch in almost o decades

From Rappler (Mar 7); PMA graduates smallest batch in almost 5 decades

If President Aquino approves the Phifippine Military Academy resoluﬁon, the school will take in 400 exam passers in
Aprif to supplement this vear's smaij number of grariuetes

g

b

PIA GABAY LAYA CLASS 2016 Among the top graduates of Asia's oldest military school are Cat 1CL Kristian
[acve Glacio Abiqui of San Pablo, Isabela (leftmost, 1st row), and 2 females: Cdt 1CL Christine Meae Naungayan
Cafima from Bolinao, Fangasinan, and 2rd Cdt 1CL Arb y Jurist Azman Cabrera. Photo by Mau Victa/Rappler

The Philipping Military Academy {PMA) will graduate on Sunday, March 13, the smallest batch of graduates
since 13970.

The PMA Gabay Laya (Gintong Anak ng Bayan, Alay sa Buhay Para sa Kalayaan) Class of 2016 has oniy 83
members, with 13_of them turnbacks = the PIVA tenm for those belohging to previous classes.

The clags valedictorian, Cadet 1st Class {Cdt 1CL) Kristian Daave Gelacic Abiqgui, is a turnback for medical
reasons.

Armry Core Piirpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Cdt 1CL Christine Mae Calima, the clase salutatorian, is the only female in the Top 10.

The 7 females of Gabay Laya are the fewest since the Magnificent Seven of 1997, the first female graduates of the
oldest military academy in Asia, .

PMA Superintendent Major General Donato San Juan said that only 123 members attended the Hell Week of 2012
and only 50 finished, with 13 turnbacks joining them,

San Juan said that he will he recommending the additional 50 exam passers in the incoming class to
supplement the small number this vear. The PMA is allowed to get 350 passers every year, if President
Benigno Aguino it approves the PMA resolution, the school wil] take in 400 in Aprii,

Abiqui, who just celebrated his birthday last March 4, is an Ybanag from San Pablo, Isabela. He was already on this
3rd year in his civil engineering course at the University of the Philippines in Los Bafios when he passed the PMA’
exam, ‘

“l joined the activities of LFS ( League of Filipino Students) in my first year. | was very idealistic then. | joined
the PMA because [ find it a stable institution where | can instill change.” he said.

Abigui will receive from Prosident Aguino the Presidential Sabor for being valedictorian, He will also receive
the Philionine Nayv Saber for beina the first in Navy. the Australian Defence Best Overall Performance. ang

thr Tt L e N e i SISyt e plague s fo) buiaiiues, athcinatics, haiurai sciences, and
Navy professional courses.

Despite the attrition rate of 56%. this clnss has & high schoo! valedictorians, 2 salutatorians, and 10 honorable
mentions fike Abiqui.

Calima was a valedictorian and was already in second year in accountancy at the Saint Louis University in Baguio
when she joined the military academy. '

She said that there were 21 femalos who entered the academy and 14 were turned back. She said that the famale

PN gradustes ahwaye remindad her and her peers to fight harassment and discrimination in the mezdemy.

Calima will receoive the Vice President Saber, Philiopine Air Force Saber, General Aquinaldo Award,
Australian Defence Award, Tactics Group Award, and plagues for managemeint, social sciences, tactical
officers, department of leadership, and Air Force professional courses.

The 3rd top graduate is Cgf 1CL Arby Jurist Cabrers of Cauayan City in tsabela. He wili receive the Secretary of
National Defense Corps Award.

Fourth is Cadet 1CL. Joseph Stalin Fagsao of Madelta, Quirino, who will recaive the Philippine Army Saber for
finishing first among the Army recruits,

Fagsao, Abigui. and Calima wili be sfudying in the Upited States as part of the Jusmag, while 3 others will be
gtudying in the militery academies of Australia, Korea, and Japan,

Increstofthe Top 10 are:

° 5. Cdt 1CL Jayson Jess Tumitit of Baguio
® 6, Mark Joseph Daria of Bangar, La Union
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® 7. Ace Clarianes of Libmanan, Camarines Sur

e 8. Prince Regodon -Aday of Sta Cruz, Davao del Sur
€ 8. George Bernard Garcia of Labrador, Pangasinan
" 10. Gerald Gasacao of Meyeauayan, Bulacan

When they were cadets, they received more than P27 000 as monthly allowance. Among the Top 10, only 3 have
family incomes higher than what they got in PMA, with 3 of themn saying that their monthly family incomgz was only
P5,000. i

www.mindanaotimes.net

Lucky break

From the Mindanao Times (Mar 7): Lucky break

& soldiers survive jandmine explosion; 2 NPA rebels nabbed

FIVE soldiers were wounded from a landming blasiin Baranoay Golden Valioy in Mabini, Compasteln Valley
at 12:45 a.m, on Saturday.

I T RN RN E TR BRTET I e Ary vt palic aviols officor, declined to naine the five soldiers prior to
informing their famifies of their condition,

According to Batchar, the peace and development team of the 46th Infantry Battalion, was conducting a
securily patrol at sitios Logdeck and Cadinuyan in Barangay Golden Valley when they were hit by the
improvised explosives device.

The army Is pointing the blame at the NPA’s Guerilla Front 2 of the Southern Mindanao Regional Committee,

Four of the soldiers ware brought to Davao Regicnat Hospita! while the other one was evacuated {o Camp Panacan
hospital for further treatment,

izl Gen. Rafac! Valencia. commander of 10th Infantry Division, said that the NPA’s wanton lzying of
landmines is a clear disregard of the safety of the pcople who are also passing on the same road.

“Our soldiers are there o ensure that government projacts will be fully implemented but the disgruntied NPAs show
their anti-people and anti-development character,” he added.

Meanwhile, two memibers of New Peaple's Army were arrested by froops from the 46th Infantry Battalion as
they renortedly tried to lay down fandmines in Barangay Golden Vailey in Mabini, Compestela Valley

province at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday.

The suspecis were identified as Ronie Consolacion Mimi, 23, and his cousin Sonny Mimi, 22, both residents
of Sitio Palali of the same barangav,

Baicher said the troops weie conducting a pursuit operation when they chanced upon the two men,

Recovered from their possassion wore thres unexploded I20s, 2 300-maier wire, two switch devices and a
motoreycle,

Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia, commander of 10th Infantry Division, lauded the troops of 46th IB for their
accomplishment. )
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“We will not let those who continue to use the path of viclence to pursue their objectives,” Valencia said.” The long
arms of the law will continously bring them to face justice for their evil deeds.”

The arrested rebeis were brought to Mabini Police Station for filing of appropriate charges for violation of RA 9561 or
“lllegal Possession of Explosives.”

www, dwdd.com.ph

BRAVERY & HEROISM i Awards to Soldiers Involved in Campaign vs
Local Terror Group

CAMP GEN EMILIOC AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD} — The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) decorated
five () military personnel for bravery and heroism shown against "local terrorist organization” (LTO) in Lanao Det Sur
led by Omar and Abdullah Maute last February 21

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Hemando DCA Inbern personally ducorated Capt. Baltazar L farcos, 1Lt Arel O, Bulagao,

ineyes, Sot Rogelio F. Abuan and Cpd. tiren B, Manicad, sl members of the 103rd ifantry Brigade,
under the 1st infantry Division, with the Gold Cross Medal, the nation’s third highest award for combat.
The offensive launched against the Maute terror group stemmed from the group’s botched attack against a
detachment of the 51st Infantry Battalion in Butig town, Lanao De! Sur on February 20 that lasted almost three-week,

with the military using air firepower, artillery and armored vehicles, kiling an estimated 42 terrorists,

23S AL

The Maute group is balieved to be sympathizers of the Jemaah Munafique, a regional terror group.

Siiver Cross Medals were also given to 1Lt Sydney P. Garcia, Tsg. Leopoldo D. Albana, Ssg Mario L. Safinas, Ssg
Ronaid E. Vino, and Cpl. Diamael T. Macapanton,

While Bronze Cross Medals were handed aut to Capt. Ricardo B. Nolasco, Tsg Augusto i. Grande, Ssg Renante C.
Catalan, Ssg. Holly P. Perez and Pfc. Benoch U, Larona,

Mikitary Merit Madais wers alse given to Ssg Ferdinand G. Villavicencio, Sgt Franky L. Lazaga, Sgt. Lew Mark A,
Mendiola, Cpl. Anilonio N. Balmores znd Cpl. Rogelio D. Mariin. AES / PAQ AFP | MCAG
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FUTURE LEADERS I Gabay Laya Class of 2016

Alvin Santiago

FORT DEL PILAR, Baguio City (DWDD) - The Philippine Military Academy (PMA) through PMA Superintendant
Major General Donzto San Juan has announced the names of the Top 10 Cadets of “Gabay Laya” Class of 2016,
The Top 10 ave:

Cadet First Class Kristian Daeve Gelacio Abiqui (_Minanga Sur, San Pablo, fsabela);
Cadet First Ciass Christine Mae Naungayan Calima (Bolinao, Pangasinan),

Cadet First Class Arby Jurist Azman Cabrera (Tagaran, Cauayan City, isabela),
Cadet First Class Joseph Stalin Abara Fagsao (Poblacion Sur, Maddela, Quirino),
Cadet First Class Jayson Jess Ananayo Tumitit (Pacdal, Baguio City),

Cadet Mist Class Mark dozeph Cabanit Daris {Bangar, La Union),

Cadet First Class Ace Uy Clarianes (Libmanan, Camarines Sur),

Cadet First Class Prince Regodon Aday (Santa Cruz, Davao del Sup),

Cadet First Class George Bernard De Guzman Garcia (L.abrador, Pangasinan), and
Cadel First Class Geraid Gasacao (3uincean).

President and Armed Forces of the Philippines Commander-in-Chief Benigno Aguino 1l will be the Guest of Honor in

the graduation ceremony which will be held on March 13, 2016 at the Borromeo field, Fort Del Pilar, Baguio
City AES/PMA | MCAG
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NG MORE EMPTY PROMISES | NPA Surrendered to 58IB

By: Lui

CAMFOSITO D BAHIAN, MALAYBALAY GITY — Another member of New People’s Army (NPA) voluntarily
surrendered to the operating elements of Charlie Company, 58th Infaniry Battalion stationed at Brgy Umagos,
Lagonglong, Misamis Oriental, afternoon of March 04, 2018,

Rodie Jhon Carlo Cafieos Y Balangiac aka Maxx, 20 vears old, a member of Squad 2, Samahang Platoon
Pangpropaganda 2 (SPP2) "Pelot’, Guerilla Front Commitiee (GFC) 4B bring along with him an AK47 Rifle with
Serial Number: 10312 with two magazines and sixty rounds of ammunitions.

Cafiens was immediately brought ta 58th Infantry (Dimalulupig) Battalion Headquarters at Sito Migbanday, Brgy
Poblacion, Claveria, Misamis Oriental for further debriefing. He (Caneos) claimed that hardship in the mountains,
empty promises with growing concerm for the safety and welfare of his family has finally made him decide to abandon

= srmed struggle.

“We are expecting more NPA members to surrender due fo increasing frustration and ongoing conflict in their
organization. Concerted efforts of our stakeholders facilitated the surrender of Rodie Jhon Carlo Cafieos”, said
Colonel Jesse Alvarez, Commander of the 403rd Infantry (Peacemaker) Brigade.

www.inqguirer.net

Dredging project resumes in Maguindanao‘town after Army drives out BIFF rebels
COTABATO CTTY - Construction work on o flood-control project in Daty Salibo town 1 Maguindanao, which was

Ralted due 1o harssstent by Moro rebeis, has resumed over the weekend

Lt Col. Wailivo Limet, commander of the 2nd Mechamzod Infantry Battalion, said the construction site has been cleared
of improvised bombs left by elements of the Bangsamoro islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in the villages of Butalo and

Tee in Datu Salibo town,

He sawd clearmy of booby traps still continued in other areas, but the dredging site has been cleared so workers have

1

resumed work there,

On Friday, dredging equipment like hackhoe and dump trucks entered the village of Butalo.
Limet said the project would benefit the residents upon its completion. “Ws cannot undetstand why the BIFF is opposed 1o

it.” he told reporters.

On Teb 5 the military, with te backmg uf tvo MG-320 atiach Reficopters, Tnunched offensives to drive away aboui 100

heavily srmed BIFF men.

The month-long offensives claimed the lives of four soldicrs and wounded about 30 others. Four civilians, including the

town treasurer of Datu Salibo, were killed when the BIFF set off a roadside homb.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Mititary officials could not say how many BIFF members were killed or wounded during the hostilities. Civilians in Datu
Salibo claimed about 40 BIFF fighters were killed and 20 others wounded.

“But we cannot confirm that, we have no body count, but for sire they have casualties,” Capt. Joann Petinglay, regional
Army spokesperson, told the Philippine Daily Inquirer,

On Thursday, a decomposing body of a man, believed to be BIFF fighter based on his fatigue uniform with BIFF logo,
was found in the village of Tee. A

Datu Salibo Mayor Norodin Salasal said the P58-million dredging project being implemented by the national government
was to start in December but was delayed by road right of way (ROW) claims of residents.

“Thave talked to all the lot owners where the project was to be built and the government have paid them,” Salasal told

reporters,

After the ROW c¢laims issue wers settled, the project commenced on February 3, but the BIFF torched two backhoes,

triggering a firefight between them and government forces.

“Wee torched the quipment because the contractor did not coardinate with us, and becanse the road right of wav claim was
not settled.” Abu Misti Mama, BIFF spokesperson, told the INQUIRER by phorne.

But Mayor Salasal denied Mama's clmm. “All claims have been settled,” he said.

Members of Philippine Marines and Army Special Forces have been deployed in Maguindanao marsbland as perimeter

defense of the dredging project.

Limet satd some of the displaced families have retumned to their communities after the Army cleared the area of
mprovised bombs and the Philippme flag was hoisted there. Others may return later as de-mining operation is still on-

LOME, aceor duig to Linet. SFM

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

L39.




