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o word on how citizenship, residency issues were decided

By Tarra Quismundo
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reverse - the - Commis-
sion on Elections (Com-
elec) orders disqualify- |
ing her from the tight:

There was no word vet how
the court decided the matter of

ths . poe’s citizenship and residency. .

- daly; mine J
‘of Poe’s
elec had committed grave dbuse
of .discretion in canceling ‘her
certificate of candidacy (COC)

for President, while six justices .

affirmed the poll body's action.
sreriavs theonly déetail [ haves

6.6, Nothing else has been au--
Supreme Court

thorized,”
spokesperson Theodore Te said
in.a hastity calleds briefing at
3 p.m. yesterday, the second
" held on updates from.the en
pancsession. T

e justices voted in favor
contention that the Com--

.+ .THe Comelec, acting on four
petitions against Poe's candida-
¢y, had ruled that the senator-
“had committed material _mis:
‘yepresenitation in declaring that
" he was both a natiral-born Fil-
ipino and a 10-year resident of

“the Philippines..
. Iri'a supplemental statement
issued later, Te said: {1t may not
be safe to report which ground
¢he court ruled upon and used
ds basis for the vote,.i.e., be-
‘tween: citizenship, and  resi-
‘dence i o o i
. “Thus, it may be best to sim-
ply say, the SC grants Senator
SC: POE/AID
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Of President Aquing’s six ap-

_. can only respect the tuling but

»g¢ will not accept it..We did not j|gcal: 5285, 5295
. lose today. It'is the rule of Iaw .

— pointees in the high court, four

From pagehl
. L' voted in favor of Poe—Bereno,.

‘Poe’s peiitlons, 96, allowing — Leonen, Perez, Jardeleza and

thatlost.” ...

her to run for the preszdency,
: he added c .

'='known parentage, werl

were Associate Justices Pres:
: blteroVelascojr Diosdado Per-
alta,’ TAicas™ Bersamiin,
‘Perez.. Jose Mendoza, Francis

)

. Jardeleza, and. recently " ap-

pointed - Alfredo  Benjamin
Cagmoa
_D;ssenters

The justices who voted £6 dis-

 qualify Poe included three mag-
- jstrates who'served as members

af ‘the! Senate Eléctoral Tribunal:

“ {SETY and decided to disqualify
' Poe because she was not a natu-
“ral-born Filipino. The three
‘were Associate Justices Antonio
‘Carpio, Teresita Leonardo-De
“Castro and Arturo Brion.
The three justices had voted
‘against the majority SET deci-
.sion that upheld Poe’s status as
"a natural-bomn citizen in a sepa-
‘yate challenge to her 2013 sena-
“torial victory.

i ‘No ponenteyet :
f; ‘The rest who voted to bar
‘Poe's premdent;al hid were As-
isociate - Justices Bienvenido
‘Reyes, Estela

was originally the assigned
+writer of the court’s opinion.

ely of d1sputably pre- -

v rights
. nition for Filipino ‘migrants :
ing oral arguments,. saidy: "l"he_:

Perlas-Bernabe, —
‘and Mariano del Castillo, who C AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army201 Zbgman com

Cagmoamwhlle the two oth--
ers—Reyes ‘and Bernabe——up-:-
" held her disqualification.

“The court will release the
text of the decision and sepas’

rate opinions in-the next few

days. As you may understand,

upon a voting, the court Wwill"

then fifialize who will write for
the c:cmrt,” Te told reporters,

«That matter has not yet been
decided; and once the ponente

" has been decided, the text wﬂl
. then follow,” he said. :

Poe's lawyet George 'Gama

said: “This is a miraculous day!. -

Grace Poe is truly a woman of
destiny. Thanks to the Supreme:

oundlmgs and r

result is both legally cortect and

just. The decision will be alega— .
LY. of

> court’s sohcrcous re-

gard for margmalzzed groups
and overseas Filipino workers.”

i Reclpe forchaos -

“The four private petmoners
Who opposeci Poe's candidacy
vowed to fight the ruling
through ‘a motion for reconmd-
eration.

“It's a dangerous result It sa
recipe for chaos. The Constitu-
tion was bastardized. We will
file-a MR (motion for reconsid:

“gration) as soon asit: (dec151on)

becomes official,” said lawyer
Manuelito Luna, " who “repre-
sents former Sen. Francisco
“Kit” Tatad.

Former University of the East
law dean Amado Valdez saw a
“possible betrayal of public wust
and culpable violation of the
Constitution” in the court ruling.

“We will file an MR on the
ground of culpable violation of
the Constitution and betrayal of
public trust,” Valdez said-in a

statement sent to reporters yes-

terday. .-
Said De la Salle Umvers1ty
professor Antomo Cotitréras: “T

: elec: en’ banc; the poll body’s
" Pirst and Second Divisions had
found that Poe was not quah—

Contrezas” blasted [:he mne

Justsces who voted for Poe, say-,
"“ing they had ‘reversed weH 8-

tablished jurisprudence on resi-
dence,” while expressed giati-
tude to the six whio' voied toup-
hold Poe’s disqualification. .

“1 feal sorry for those, who

. came before her (Poe}:who
 were - stmilarly situated:: but

were prevented from rinning,”
he sald mastatement Lo

Stuli in: shock

‘ Former Governiment Semce In-

stirance Syster chief legal counsel
Estreila Flamparo said: ‘Although
: I’ve been hearmg aboitt this ‘sce-

still :shocked _ because

pheld byt

was ﬁot a natural born F}hpmo'
: an Would only be a Philippine

r.ning yeats and six

mon s by Election Day in  May:.

oThe ‘Comelec held. that Poe.
.may not:b
" ral-born’ Filipino ‘as provisions

& regarded as a natu-

of the 1935 Constitution, which

_ covers her birth year 1968, is
silent on the cmzensth status

of foundlifigs. =
It-also bound Poe to her 2012

 COC for seriator, where. she'had
. declared that 'she. would be a

Ph}hppme resident for six years
and six months come the 2013
Election Day. : '
Poe's camp asserted that in-
ternational law gave foundlings
natural-born status, and that
her period of residency in the
Philippines should be reckoned
from 2005, when she and her
family 1eturned after decades of
staying in the Unired States.”
Ababy abandoned atachurch
in Jaro, Hoilo province; in 1968,
Poé was raised by the late actor
Fernando Poe Jr. and actress Su-
san Roces. She had spentmost of
her adult life in. the United

- Tel no. (U2) 585-9538 Local: 5285, 5285
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':_1; GJ Mana Laurdes Serenu
' August 2010 (as SC justice)
CAugust? 2012(as SC Chigf &ustlca)

: :'-January 201 i
_ Pres;dem‘Armyo ISR
-10 -'Antama carpn) L

Pres:dentAqumo
12, Marvic Leanen :
November : 2012 . B .
Presjdant Aqwno .
.43, Blenvemdo Reyes o
‘August 2017 o
_President. Aquma
‘14, Franms .lardeleza
“August 2014 '
* President Aqumo g
15, Atfredo Benjamm Caguma .
January 2016 - _
_PresrdenrAqumo i

States, spurned her Filipino citi-

zenship and became a US citizen
. in 2001, after marrying thpmo-
. American Neil Liamanzares. -

‘A'school teacher inthe Umt—_

_ed States, she returned to Mani-
“la'on May 24, 2005; reanulred
‘het Filipino citizenship in 2006.

- But she renounced her Ameri-
. can citizenship only four years

{atet, i 2010, when she was ap-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR! Sointed chair of the Movie and

Television Review and Ciassu‘x—
Army Core cation Board.

source of national pride
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overnme
e involved inthe op "«
- prations against militants i
Putig, Lanao del Sur were -
honoredion Monday. = -
. Arméd Forces of the o
 Philippines (AFP) chief Gen.:
Hernando Iriberri pmned a - -
"Gold Cross medal on Capt.
Baltazar Marcos, 1st Lt Ariel
‘Bulagao, 2nd Lt. Jesus Reves, .
Sgt. Rogelio Abuanand Cpl
Ffren Manicad, all members
«of the 103rd Infantry Brigade .
cof the 1st Infantry Division. ..
“ The other soldiers who.. .
took partin the offensive
were awarded with Silver’
and Bronze Cross as well as
‘Miitary Merit medals, . .
" The offensive, which start-
od ‘after the militants attacked
an Army detachmentin
. Barangay Bayabao on Feb. 20,
“rietitralized the group of mili-
“tants led by brothers Omaz,
Abdulah and Maide Maute, "
“who are reportedly affiliated
with the regional terror group
‘Jemaah Islamiyah. .
I AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.

‘Restituto Padilla said villag-
lers displaced by the encoun-
iters have started returning to
{their homes.

Triberri ordered the rotation
“iof troops to allow the soldiers
finvolved in the operations to
Irest and spend time with their
family. ~Jaime Laude
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Abu man nabbed in Sulu-

- ZAMBOANGA CITY - Government troops captured a
' suspected Abi’ Sayyaf bandst after ar encounf:ez‘ in Patzkui B
. -.=Su1u on Monday : = A
"\ Hatib Ullaj Usman Namia was arrested as the bandzfs ._
 retreated after a‘10-minute gunfight in Bararigay Latih, s d :
“Brig.: Gen Alan Arro;ado, commander of J'mnt Taek Group S
Sulu Y
Arro;ado said 116 one was reported kﬂIed or wounded
-'among government troops %
" "Namla'is Being’ held at the headquarters of the 35th
Infantry Battalion, = S
- Arrojado said the troops have been alerted to 1n’cen51fy o

' their.c LhECkPOlRtS to b10ck retahatory attacks by the Abu .
Sayyaf. _ - Roel Parefio

Gm&wmmmwmwwmmmmEmmmemmm@mmWTmumammmmﬂmms
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The Wanila Times

3alingkayan PNP €

it

arented van and fired shiots barg-

ing into the station, which caught B
the pohce ofﬁcers taking dmner at

the time by surprise. - _ :
Coixm_a‘ said ‘the station was'

manned Oy SIX personne] led by
r Police”

his deputy officer, Seniior
Officer (SPO) 4 ‘Honorato.

_ berto Cohma, said ;
the suspe ed rebels were onboard

‘Meanwhile, thie acting Regional

' D;rector of Police Regional Office
" (PRO) 8, Chief Supt. Jose Erwin
_thlacorte, condemned in the
strongekt terms the Commirnist
_'Party of the Philippines/New .
: _'_Peopie 5 Army/Natlonai Demo-

the suspects poked their fireartmis

at them, while the others took the '

firearms of the petsonnel on duty.
“The' armed fnen took nine M16

rifles, a shotgun and two 9mm
_ people are hesitant to give in to

‘Colima added that theré Were :-:f.'_thesr demands,” Villacorte said.;

10 personnel on duty on thenight

pasto‘is fom the station.

tero Jr., who failed to move ‘when ' cratic Front’s {CN N} Monday

night attack,
" *The CNN has evoived frorn an

“ideological revolutionary group
‘to one conducting acts of ban-

ditry out of desperation since the

ROBERT DEJON

Page:

A9

" dnlong where 2 purstit was staged
[ byelements ofthe 14th Infaniry Bat-
talion (IB)-of the I’hﬂlppme Army.
 The armed men were wearing rili-
tary pants, boots and sweatshuts
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Army, civic groups extend assistance to remote schools in
Compostela Valley

From the Phitippine News Agency (Mar 8). Army, civic groups extend assistance to remote schools in
Compostela Valley

Around 681 schoolchiidren from four remote villages in Mawab and Maco towns

valea L

inCompostela Valley province on Monday received various school assistance from the Army’s

71st Infantry Battalion and the civil groups Kiwanis Club Golden from TagumCity and Pag-asa

of Davao City.

The combined efforts handed around 200 school bags: 681 school kits with notebooks, pencils
and papers; and 314 pairs of shoes fo elementary pupils of Panibasan Elementary School in Maco
town; and to Concepcion Elementary School; Salvacion Elementary School; and Tan-awan
Elementary School in Mawab.

in a statement to the media, Lt. Col. Davice Ch ristopher Mercado, commander of 71st IB, said the
activity was an expression of the command’s commitment to support the education of the school
children in their areas.

He also extended his gratitude to the support groups that made the activity a successful one.

“We are grateful for the opportunity to be able to heip the community in a simple way by providing school
bags and supplies to our pupils as a source of encouragement to study well,” Mercado said.

in time with the distribution of school supplies, the 718t IB and the support groups also signed a
memorandam of agreement (MOA) tc ensure the sustainability of the activity to benefit more far-flung

schools in Maco and Mawab.

The signing of agreement was witnessed by the local officials and schoo! officials of the beneficiary
schools.

“The 71st 18 in collaboration with various stakeholder remains committed to help these communities
through investments in education and development of the local people. Through our involvements in &
number of community care initiatives, our unit seeks to ensure that indelible volunieer efforts will

contribute towards peace and development in these communities,” Mercado said.

http:/lwww.pna.gov‘ph/index.php?idnmz&sidm&nidmz&rid3864365
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6th Infantry Division hosts Army combat skills enhancement

trainers’ training
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): 6th Infantry Division hosts Army combat skills
enhancement trainers’ training

To improve the combat skills of officers and men of the 6th Infantry "Kampilan” Divigion, Maj. Gen.
Emundo Pangilinan, 8th 1D chief, on Tuesday opened the Army Soldiers’ Combat Skills

Enhancement Trainers’ Training (ASCSETT).

Eleven officers and 22 enlisted men from nine Infantry Division, the Mechanized Infantry Division
Army Reserved Command {Arescom) participated in the course which includes Warfighting

Competency Training, a compilation of innovations conceptualized by 6th ID for the Kampilan
troops.

Capt. Joann Petinglay, 6th Infantry Division spokesperson, said the ASCSETT is intended to produce
trainers who wilt also soon re-echo what they have learned to their own soldiers in their respective
units come 3rd guarter of the year where the implementation of the Combat Skills Enhancement

Training (WCT) of higher headquarters is expected to be in_full throttle.

Leading the opening program was Col. Bernie Lanqub, commander of the 6thDivision Training
School. He is known as the division's "father of Warfighting Competency Training.”

He welcomed the participants and said in his speech that 6th ID was lucky to be chosen by the Philippine
Army to host and tead the ASCSETT.

He aisc gave a brief background how WCT started in 6th I and how it had been changing the way
soldiers react and address the battlefield.

Maj. Gen. Pangilinan. in his speech, said that 6th 1D gives full priority to training that is why
soldiers are ensured to undergo quality time with the Division Training School in order to equip
them not only with the traditional military skills and knowledge but also with innovations that wili

keep the alive and weli when they are sent fo battle field.

"y 6th 1D, we do not only train our soidiers in order for them to fight in war, but we train them in order to
ensure that they go home safe and unscathed," Pangilinan said.

Also present during the opening is the assistant division commander, Brigadier Arnel B Dela Vega,
and the members of the General, Technical and Personnal Staff of the division.

Petinglay said the training is set to finish after ten days and will start with the first activity the
following day. The group is just the first batch of trainers and another batch is set to be trained by

mid-April this year.

hitp ://www.pna‘gov.ph/index.php‘?idn‘:z&sid:&nédwz&rid=864342
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Army division commander honors soldiers hurt in fight with
BIFF

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8). Army division commander honors soldiers hurt in fight
with BIFF

Mai. Gen. Edmundo Pangilinan, commander of the 6th Infantry Division based here lauded
Tuesday the gallantry showed by elements of the 2nd Mechanized Infantry Battalion wounded in

the battle against lawless Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

Speaking in a radio interview, Pangilinan said the soldiers are more dedicated now to finish the job
after about 30 of them were wounded in the month-long skirmishes against the BIFF in Datu

Salibo, Maguindanao.

"They offered their lives for the sake of peace, they may have lost lives and limbs but the soldiers’
determination remain,” Pangilinan told reporters after awarding the wounded soldiers with

“Wounded Personal Medal.”

The Army general said the foot soldiers are working harder to achieve the mission despite some of them
perished in line of duty.

Four soldiers were killed and 30 others were hurt in the armed hostilities. More than 20 of the
injured were hit by BIFF improvised bombs in Barangays Tee and Butalo.

Pangilinan sympathized with the wounded soldiers, many of whom were determined to return to combat
once they have fully recovered.

Pangilinan talked to the wounded soldiers one by one inside the “Battle Casualty Ward”
of Camp Siongco Hospital inside the 6th 1D headquarters.

http:/fwww,pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=2&sid:&nid==2&ridr~8642 14
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Army, PNP hunt down suspects in ambush of passenger
bus in N. Cotabato

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): Army, PNP hunt down suspects in ambush of passenger
bus in N. Cotabato

PIKIT. North Cotabato -- Police and military authorities here have launched manhunt ag ainst three
men believed to be extortion gang members who shot dead a bus driver and a passenger Monday

afternoon.

Supt. Bernard Tayong, North Cotabato police director, said follow-up operations are still ongoing

against three suspects who shot the bus driver of Mindanao Star bus company at 3 p.m. alonga
busy national highway here.

"Our police have the identifies of the suspects, the long arm of the law will soon catch up with

them,” Tayong told the Philippine News Agency.

A retired soldier, sitting behind the bus driver, and a male passenger, were also injured by stray
bullets.

The Pikit Police office said killed were Mindanao Start (MWB-935) driver Ticson Tigas, 33, residgent of Sitio
Daniel, Barangay Galakit, Pagalungan, Maguindanao and passenger Magdalena Chavez Cabaya, 43, of
Midsayap, North Cotabato.

Injured was Mohammad Piling, an ex-Army, and an unidentified passenger who sustained minor injury, as
listed by the police. Several other passengers were aiso hurt after the bus slammed on a dump truck in

front of it following the shooting.

Tigas died on the spot while Cabaya was declared dead on arrival at the CruzadoHospital.

Tayong said the bus was heading to Cotabato City from Davao City with about 40 passengers on board.

“"Qur initial investigation showed the suspects had acts to grind against the bus driver," he said.

Tayong said the suspects shot the bus driver using cal. 45 pistol. Several empty shells were recovered at
the crime scene, particularly in front of National irrigation Administration {NIA} provingial office in

Barangay Batulawan.

The crime scene was about 800 meters away from two Army and para-military detachments.

Foliowing the incident, the suspects sped away toward the interior portion of Batulawan. Witnesses
described them as about 20 to 25 years old, who wore face masks and buli caps on board a motorbike

without license plate.

Tayong said police visibility and Oplan Lambat Sibat has been intensified.

http://www.pna.gov.ph/Endex.php’?idn=2&sidm&nid:Z&rid=864{)90
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h

inP

- Malacafian

~ betwéen a local Muslim rebel

foup inMindanao and the

Tslarmic State of Ira% a&;:d Syria
m-6f the Mord

despite the claim of the !
Tslamic Liberation Front (MILF)

“that ISIS is recruiting merribers;

~ Presidential Communica-
Hions Operations Office Secre-

. tary Herminio -Coloma Jrsaid- .
the Palace is standing by the .

statement of the Armed Forces

of thie Philippines (AFP) that -
there isno ISIS presence in Min-

danao despite recent incidents
of violence in the region.

-....The AFP also reported last

week that it had takeri control of
former soldier, also disthissed as
- #psychological warfare” Ebra-

‘the camp of the Maute grm[xip in
Butig, Lanao del Sur after days

of intense operations. Govern--

ment troops overran the main’
camp of the armed group in.

Barangay Poktan, where the
houses of Maute leaders, broth-
ers Omar and Abdulldh Maute,
were Jocated. ... oo

i The palace issued the state-

mient after MILF chairman Mu-
rad Ebrahim said in a press
~ conference in Kuala Lumpur
on Monday that 1515 was try-
ing to establish a stronghold
i Mindanao to capitalize on
the growing frustration on the
Breakdown of efforts to end the
Muslim separatist rebeliion.
Congress failed to pass the
Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL),
which would be the legal basis
for the creation of an autono-

iterated yes-
- terday that there is'no link’ Mindanao.in accordance with
“ the peace agreement between
the government and the MILE. -

,0us Bangsamoro reg

* “Now; after the non-passage -

~of BBL, we are quite concerned:
"'that they (ISIS) can capitalize on
fhis hecauise the sentiment of the
‘people’in'the’ area is now very "
strong. The frustrations after”

the non-passage of the law, they

‘can capitalize on that,” Bbrahim
sad, e L

. Bt Colomia said that based
on Fbrahim’s statement, the
MILF leader merely wants the
passage of the BBL fo continue
mthenexi Congress. .. ...
. Sen. Gregorib Honasan, a

him's claim that the ISIS is ttying
to'gain a foothold in Mindanao.

. “What they are doinig tous is
a psywar. Let's just ignore them
untl we can analyze, confirm,
validate and say that the MILF

‘wasright, but we are ready,” said

Flonasan, vice presidential bet of

" Unifed Nationalist Alliance, =

Honasan said the MILF's
staterment cannot be taken as a
valid warning as the rebel group
needs to show it is still a force to
reckon with. “Otherwise, they
Tose their leverage,” he said.

The vice-presidential can-
didate said the MILE believes
it also needs to flex its muscle
to gain the respect of the next
administration.
~ Delon Porcalla, Heien Flores
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CLARKFIELD. PampangamSen Gregotio

;. Honasan yesterday dismissed warnings by -
 the Moro Islamic Lﬁ)ezatmn Front (MILF).

of the presence of the térrbrist Islamlc St‘
(IS) in Mindanao as “just psy-war” ..

" Honasan, who is ranning for Vice Presi-..

: dent under the Uruted Nationalist Alliance,
'said MILF chief Murad Ebratim “had to
. make such a warning becaﬁse the MILF has

. been” pushing: for the’ ‘pagsage. of - the .
Which'-

. Bangsamaro- Basic  Law (BBL), _
‘Congress failed to pass.

.- “You don'’t expect them to be happy be-.'

cause the BBL was (notpassed),” hesaid. |

ing that matter,” PNP Director General Ri-
“cardo Marquez had said ‘eatlier :

Page:

“Brig. Gen. Allan Armgado commaﬁder of':'
the -~ Mindanao-based - 501st Infantry

: Bngade when asked about the IS presence:

had gaid I don’t see oneand I 'will not con-
firm any because 1‘5 wﬂl only enhance then‘
propaganda :

““Honasan, a former military officer; said:

the MILF had a political cbjective in makmg ’

. the statement that IS was semng up base in
: Mindanao.
“They have to up the ante and rattle their
sabers a little,” he said, adding that the
_MILF has to “play that game otherwise they
: iose iheir Ieverage ” the senator said

D Don’t engage untaE vahdated

“The MILF ‘was engaging in a’ psy~war'7’

' wzth the government and “unfortunately to
my mind... is we are playing their game o

according to Honasan.
He said the armed forces and law en-

" forcement agencies should not engage the

MILF on this “until we can analyze, con-
firm, validate and say the MILF was right
and we are ready forit.”

He said IS was “an idea” that was in the
cointry now and if there would be any re-
cruitment, there may be a few who will be
enticed to join if the government was un-
able to deliver basic services in the South.

It has been the stand of the government
and military forces to deny or refuse to cot-
‘firm persistent reports of the presence in

‘Mindanao of the jihadist IS, an extremely
violent Islamist group, a development that
could complicate peace efforts in Min-
danao.

. “We maintain that there is no IS [pres-
ence here], and we await the pronounce-
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go- : *'Opp'” ition Umted Nahonal—
Cisr Alli ice presidential be

“chological - _
_Moro Isla_njzzc Lzbemtwn Front

_ Henasan, runnmg fdte of Vice President Je-

should take the léad in reassunng the_f

i “W_ha the MILF is {iomg t us is @ psvwar_
Let’ just ignore them until we can analyze, con-
“firm, ‘validate and say that the MILF was nght,'
- but we are ready;’ Honasan told reporters,
" “The Palace should step in and check out on-.
-:'__ﬂns report and reassure the pubhc that the MILE
- claim was nothing but psywar, Honasan s:nd -
“. He said by keeping quiet; the Palace
“crédence to the MILE claim:-
. "'Honasan, a former rebel solcher,
" MILF’s statement could not be taken as a valid
warning, :
' ‘Hesaid the MILF was domg itto make it appear -
thiat the rebel group was still a force to reckon with. .
" “Otherwise, fhey [{MILF] iose thexr leverage,”
he said.
~'He said the MILF believes it also needs to flex
its muscles to gain the respect of the next admin-
: istration,

earher piayed down Murads statement Ve

ay, said the Palace; arid not the Agmed -+ 0 forthe pessage GfﬂleBBL

- up to'now that there is no direct
credible presence ‘of any int

Py g : Page: &Q

tional groups within the area,’ Bng, Gen Resh—_.:_ o

f fito Padilla, AFP spokésman, said

Paddla also saui the mlhtarv Was not m-: '

“rioni-passage of the'controversial Palace- draft-
ed Bangsamoro Basic Law will mgger vmlence

- in Mindanae. -

- Hotiasan said he eﬁcpected Murad 10 issue such a

» statement because the MILF was a.ggresswely push— »

%Of coirse; he has o say that Hecats they'_f )
were pushing for the BBL. You don’t expect them ™
o be happy because the BB is bemg dribbled in .-

"Congreéss; hesaid. .

' “But then again if Vdu ook at it, ifs t‘ae duty _

the same area, Honasan sa:d

of Congress to run this through exhaustive de-
e Beciuse it might violate the Constitation; it -
senfranchise the other commumities, not -
Christians, but the lumad, who are lo-.
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"R suspect undervwent
g custodial debriefing at the .

ASG man arrested in Patikul encounter

A SUSPECTED member 7 Armed Forces sfibePhils . was arrested at 8:45 pun. . for sbout 10 minutes tmntil :

of th: raf Croup 'iptﬁ'iales ;J_c)int_‘_l”aﬁk Qroup - in Bgy. Latih, Patikul L the bandits withdrew.: .00 . headquarters pfthe'35tb.IBZ-_

AR d durs " B w sominander Brigien. - “Prier to the ayrest, ele- - - At the height of the en- .- hefore He will be turnéd over™

55,1 unter with '~ .AianArrnja.doidentiﬁed-the “ments. of the Ary's 36th &ounter, ane’ of the bandits” to the custody of the Philip:.
ZOVET: forces the | suspect as Hat in Ullai Us- . Infenity Battalion éncoun~ - wag avrested. *pine National Policé far rop-:
other d Patikul, . man Namta, o e tered and clashed with - .7 Recovered from him wes er digpesition. Zaida delos
Salits” W ‘_“A'r‘f"bjadossidthé'suspiact “mmembers of the ASG group - bne cal. 45 pistol. " Reyes:Palanca .7 7
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Drwer passenger shot dead in Cotabato bus attack

PIKIT North Cotabato (PNAY =~ Po- -
fice.and military authorities here have -
- launchéd a massive manhunt for three *

men believed to be extortion gang

- members, who shot dead a bus; drwer :
© ‘baya, 43, of Midsayap, North Cotabato

“were shot dead by the suspects:.
- "Wounded were Mohammad Pihng,'
" ari'ex-Army, and a still unidentified pas-

and a passenger Monday afternoon.

- Supt: Bernard Tayong, North: Cofa—-' :

| bato police director; said follow-up op-
.erations are still ongoing against three

suspects who shot the bus driver of *

Mindanac Star bus company at 3 p.m.
along a busy national highway here.

“Our police have the identities of -

the suspects, the long arm of the law

wilksoon catch up with them,” Tayong

told the Philippine News Agency.

A retired soldier, sitting behind the
bus driver, and a male passenger, were
also injiired by stray bullets. .

The P1k1t Pol:ce ofﬁce said Mmd- o
the bus driver," he said.

anao Star Bus driver Ticson Tigas, 33,
and resident of Sitio Daniel, Barangay

- Galakit, Pagalungan,; Magunindanao;

and passenger Magdalena Chavez Ca-

senger. Several other passengers were

“also hurt after the bus rammed into a
- dump. tritck after Tigas was shot,

Tigas’ died on the spot while Ca-.. ..
pects sped away toward the interior

baya was declared dead on arrival at
the Crazado Hospital.

Tayong Said the bus was heading
fo Cutabato City from Davao City with
about 40 passengers on board.

: "Our mztiai mvestzgatlon showed

the suspects had anax to grmd agamst

.Tayong said the suspects shot

'-the bus driver using cal. 45 pistols.
" Beveral empty shells were fecoverad
at.the crime scene: The incident hap-
“‘pened in front of National Irrigation
Administration (NIAY prownc;al ofﬁce'
“in Barangay Batulawan.

‘= The crime scene was iocated about
800 meters from two Army and para-
military detachments.

Following the incident, the sus-

portion of Batulawan, Witnesses de-
scribed them as about 20 to 25 years
old, who wore face masks and bull
caps on board a motorb1ke without
license piate .y
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Assa S defense security top agenda in PH- -US-Japan meet

: By Francusco Tuyay
i A‘SENZORUS mxhtaryofﬁc;al on

“Tuesday underscored :the need
; for the: Philippines, the United '
. ‘States .and’ Japan to. closely
work together, partxculariy or
 defense and security aspects o,

. st

- tangible e},ample ofthe umfzed '
1 commitment of our countries”
rient’ to the stablhty and secunty of
: 07 this region.”
_;._'-meetmg among Phihppine. :
Navyand Japanese Mannme :
“Self-Defense  Force
“aboard.USS: Blue Rxdge

held

_Mamia

“The peace" and stablhty m:"

this region really depends on the

--unified-efforts ef our countnes, i

*Aucoin said

* voiced ¥ out

Leaders; from ‘each country -

concerns relating to the tensions
in the South China Sea and the

‘impact on collective efforts to
Jpromote peace. and stab;hty in

commended

saying ~ “This’ Teally’

The USS Blue Ridge amved in

‘Manila on March 4 for a scheduled

port call while the US John Stennis

. Strike Group composed of three
destroyers - and - a -cruiser were
“on patrol in the disputed West

PhﬂlppmeSea _
On...March - Japans
M;nesweeper Dmsmn -5l

their - respective

parmcxpan’ts A the meetmg.

also. berthed in Manila for .a
three-day visit followed by the
signing of a defense cooperation

between = Japan ~and  the
Philippines. . .
Japan’s Navy delegatxon -

is “headed by Capt. . Toshiro -

Takaiwa, is composed ‘of two

the Japanese Ship (JS) Uraga -
- (Minesweeper Tender 463) and .
J8 Takashtma (Mmesweeper

Tender 603"

Wednesday, the Stennis ‘strike

© group winded- up its six-day
freedom patrol in the South.
China Sea and transited into .
the Philippine Sea through the '

Luzon Strait. - -
The strike grop momtored
the presence of China’s People’s

Liberation Army (Navy) ships

The USS BIue—Rxdge who is
expected to depart Manila on -

in the vicinity « of Stenms while
on patrol in the South China
Sea, but both navies interacted
in “bridge-to-bridge” between
sailors were professmnal
“Based ~on' -the brldge»to-
bridge - communications: USS
Chung-Hoon - had with: ‘the
PLA[N] ships, it is clear that the
Chinese Navy prides jtself on

_ professxonal commumcatxons:
and mtcractmn' ©7 said
: Commander “Tom' - Ogden,

“commanding ~officer" of USS

Chung-Hoon (DDG 93)."

Chung Hoon was one of the
two destroyers in the service of
the Stennis strike group.

Rear Admiral Ronald BoxaiL
the strike group’s ‘commander
said he was not surprised by the
interests of other countries in

" the strike group..
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The thhppmes }'apan and the -
US have conducted talks aboard.
the LISS Blue Ridge, the US 7th Fleet

command and control ship, which
dotked at the Manila Sou Harbor. :
three dHYb agoi

Ini‘a statement released on Mon—ﬁ;.

day fiight, the 7th Fleet Public Af«
fairs Office said the meeting was
aimed at hastening ccoperation
among the three countries to en-
sure peace and stability in the West
Philippine Sea.

“The peace and stability in this .

region depends on the unified ef-
forts of our countries,” 7th Fleet
commander Vice Admiral Joseph

Aucoin was quoted as sayingtohis
Filipino and Japanese counterparts_

during the talks.

Thls isa tangIbie exemple of the

unified commitment of our coun-
tries to the stability and security of
this region,” Aucoin said during a
reception following the trilateral
conference.

Military leaders from each coun-

try expressed concerns about the -
by Capt. Toshiro Takaiwa,

tension in the South China Sea as
well as the impact of natural and
man-made disasters on operations,
They discussed ways to collec-
tively promote peace and stability s
i the Indo-Asta Pacific.
* “Discussions focused on lessons
. learned from past cooperative train-
ing efforts with an eye toward maxi-
mizing future opportunities, which
included expanding the scope and
complexity of multilateral engage-
ments, exercises, and humanitar-
ian and disaster response efforts

thrée destroyers and 3
its South China Sea’
‘gation oper:

.that w1ll allaw count_ne_s %o rapldly

respond to a crisis.

The Armed Forces of the Pluhpa -
_pines downplayed the. tniateral "
meeting, describing it'as routine.
o “They “are-constantly talkmg,
AFPspokebman Bng Gen Resﬁtuto :
Padilla $aid.:
The Biuedege (LCC 19} ﬁags}up :
‘of the US 7th Fleet and one of only

two such ships in the inventory of
the US Navy, docked at Manila Bav
on March 4 for a port call.

The wisit came as the US ']ofm C -

Stenis Strike Group (JCS5G), was

patrolling in the South China Sea.
The JC55G armada that included

tiser erided

On Marth'2, Japanése mirie-
sweeper Division 51 also docked at
South Harbor tor a three-day good-
will visit. It was followed by
the signing of the defense
cooperation between ]apan
and the Philippines. .

The minesweeper; led

is composed of two ships -
Uraga (Minesweeper Tender
463) and JS Takashina (Mine-
sweeper Tender 603).
Meanwhile, the Stennis
strike group has wrapped”
up its six-day operations
in the South China Sea and
transited into the Philippine
Sea through the Luzon strait.
The strike group said the
People’s Liberation Army
(Navy) ships remained

armjh :Stenm's' butall "brldéé;'_;;

‘to-bridge interactions between the
“gailorsiof both nawes remamed

professionsL”.

s“Based on the cnmmumca_

7" of 1SS Chung-Hoon had with the

PLA{N) ships, the Chinese Navy

- prides ‘itself with professmnal'
communicationsand intéractions,”

Chung-Hoon commanding officer
Totn Ogden said.

Chung-Hoon was one of two de-
stroyers in the service of the Stenms

“strike group.

Rear Adumiral Ronald Boxall the
strike group’s commander, said he
was not surprised by the interest of
m‘her countries ifl the'strike grotp.

ids! f:o_.

operate % 3t

-presence here promote& peaceand

stablhty in the regi on,” Boxall said.
) : —Jaime Laude

]
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new Air Force chief

By Nikko Dizon

PRESIDENT Aquino has appointed Li. Ger.
Edgar Fallorina commanding general of the
Philippine Air Force (PAF). taking over
from Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Delgado who is retir-
ing roday.

Mr. Aquino, as the Commander in Chief.
will preside over the nurnover ceremonias
at Fernando Air Base in Lipa City Barangas.

Deleade is turning 56, the mandatory mil-
itary rerirement age, on March 20 but opred
1o step down early due to the election bar on
guvernment appointments that starts roday.

Delgade will be honored with a fly-by by
the PAFs two new FA-50 jet fighters, the
frer time in: 10 vears the Air Force comman-

According to the PAF website. Falloring
served as flight commandex instrucior pio
and test pilot of the 205th Tacuce! Helis
coprer Wing: group commande: of the Tac
tical Operations Group Sanga-Saniga: Air
Force internal audilor; chief, air Foree Re-
source Manzgement Office; wing comuinan-
der. 520th Alr Base wing. d ey A

mander. Prilippine A
i hic iast press by
Base vesierdsy Delgade
PAF wet soQuining Twe LOCRD
Hercules airerafl from the Unitec
hOOST 118 Troon ransport. N
sistance and disaster respo

{
.-

der will be accorded such honot. after the The fret of the second X

PAF in 2005 decommissioned the last of 1ts aircrafr wili arvive in the count Lroh

-5 jets that relegated the service back 1o 15, Delgadc said. adding thar thy - e
= ire

the subsenic age.

Under the Armed Forces of the Fhilip-
pines modernization program, 12 FA-50
Jead-in jet fighters were purchased from Ko-
rean Aerospace Inc. for P18.9 billion. bring-
ing the PAF back into the supersonic age.

Fallorina, & proficient helicopter pilot, is
2 member of Philippine Military Academy
“Marikas” Class of 1983,

In May last vear, he was appointed AFP
depury chief of staff by President Aquino.

bousghs the aircraft ar the discounia2d pri
& I
of P1.6 billion.

“Oumr technical working grouy i

craft prior to delivery.” he said.

The second (-13( is scheduled 1o arrive
in September. Both came from &n Aviz
air bage in the United Saves, With !
acquisitions, the PAT will 1
tional C-130 aircraft. Witk arepo
Julie M. Aurelio

Fr
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The P}nkppme Air Force (PAF)
has acquired two more C-130 FHér = A veteran fightér pilot who sur-
‘planés from the United States - 'wved twa crashes of T28 (Tora=Tora): :
for P16 billion; outgoing Air Force ~ planes, Delgado said he is Jeaving ‘Meanwhile; Air Force men w111 5

commander Lt. Gen. ]effreyDelgado -the service happy and contented 'haveanew commanider today after

said yesterday.

‘One of the newly refurblshed
cargo ‘and trapsport aircraft will be
arriving thismonith while the second
zs duen September, he'added:

'plames will falt
quirements of
is currently using one C-130 and gear malfunctioned.
three medium-lift C-295 to transport Delgado said he would never tive of Jaro in Leyte and a member

forget the joy he felt when two of the Philippine Military Academy

Delgado bows out of the military - FAS5(supersonic trainier jets touched ~“Matikas Class” of 1983. .. -
service today; a few days.ahead of downatClark Airbasein Pampanga ' - “Priorto this, hewas comptmlierand
his mandatory retirement age of last November.

56 years on March 20. “That’s the happiest moment  of Deputy Chief of Staff for Comptrol-
"I theTast two years, we have - and the best ever in'my life as an letship; chief of the AFP Educational

achieved more: When 1 started two - Air Fotce officer. 1've waited 20 ‘Benefit Systems Office: PAF iriternial

years ago, the operational aircraft - years for that... Icould only sayin auditor;chief of PAF Resouitce Manage-
was just 40, though we have many excitement: ‘na andyan na. Nakarat-  ment Office and chief of Air Staff.

mg na, nakatouch down na’ (There He was also former commander
now, we are aimost reaching 90, We it is. It f‘ma}ly arrived. It touched of the 206th Tactical Helicopter
achieved more than double and are  down),” he said, recounting hisjoy  Squadron and of the 450th Main-
looking forward to have 100 op- that an F50 arrived to reptace the tenance and Supply Group; com-

erational planes including our new  old F5 unifs.

troops and cargo.

(air assets) in our inventory. But

acquisition,” Del
Jtwas during

government’s military moderniza-

PAF acqmres 2 new cargo planes from US

By JAIME LAUDE -

meet the lift re- aT28at a grassy portion of Sangley |

' f:_when he ]omed the Alr Force.”
 New commander -

. because he could now spend most  Malacafiang des1gnated Lt Gen.

-of his mnemﬂ’gfarnﬂy andplaygolf. - Edgar Fallorina as the new PAF

In1989, whale pitoting a 128; Del- - 'cnmmandmg general:

gado ditched at the ManitaBay after - - - Delgado wilthand ¢v the corm-

- the plane developed engine failure. mand: to Fallorina at the Basa Air

“The acqmsmon of the two cargo That sarme year, he also crash-landed - Base in Lipa City, Batangas today.
‘The ‘most $enior among four

e military, which Airfield in Cavite after the landmg candidates, Fallorina'is described as
a seasoned PAF officer He is a na-

resource manager of the former Office

mander of the Tactical Operations
ado said. To celebrate his retirement and  Group based in Sanga-Sanga, Taw1-
is term that PAF _as a PAF tradition, Delgado made . Tawi, and of the 520th Air Wing.".

acqulred 34 sitcraft, thebiggesthaul ~ a champagne ﬂzgh’c by tlying aT41 - Fallorina also served as PAF dep-

in recent times, to comply with the Cessna three weeks ago. He ex- uty commander of 3rd Air Division;
plained that he opted to fly that unit  commander of the st Air Division,

tion ‘program, he added. because it was the first aircraft he and PAF vice commander.
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.':ond penod that saw the Cava—':
liers: outscore the Besponders :

"~ for the win, saymg hxs players
5 succ:eedeci in throwmg PNP’s
i top gun Oiian Omlpmg out of

ppin National Police, 71—66 10
force a knockout ‘match'in their
4th UNTV Cup finals on Sunday.
at the Smart Araneta Coliseum. -

- seven assxsts sxx rebozind : and'
_three steals. oo o
JHe was’ any supporteci by

A dzsappomtment in the
openmg game of their best—of— e
three title series; the 5fo0t:7-
Bautista knocked in eight of his - -

game-high 21 points in the sec-

.'Roiando Pascual and:Jeffrey .

Qulambao_ wh each_ fired 12
markers - most of them in the
third that gave the Cavaliers a

* 57-41 lead going into the final 10
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Mmdanaoans fear a bogus |
electzon more than the rebels‘-_-

: _BU'EUAN CY: I write from Butuan, :
~where the méral leaders of tht'-.-
Natiorial Transformation Coundil *
aré meeting to-assess the prospects.
of holding 4 clean, honest and .-
credible preéidentlal election-on
May 9, amid growing fears of war
followmg ‘the failed pohiacal proL; ]
.cess between the government and . Maguindanao, the reported deploy:
“the' Moro Istamic Liberation Tront “mentof 10 mmilitary battalions against

(MILE). Little has prepared me for  the Abu Sayyaf in Jolo, the reemer-

what T am hearing here. gence of Moro National Liberation
_ Continuingskirmishesbetweenithe - Front (MNLF) founding chairman
militaty and the rebels in lanacand ~ * Eﬁ MffaAS i

acpa. A vammgmaﬂmm-m no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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Nur Misuari as the “revitalized
leader” of previously contending
anti-government factions, and the
reported tricursion of 1S1S-influ-
enced elements into some ritical
ateas crowd into the backgroiind
of these consultations. ISIS-inflit-
enced elements into some critical

areas crowd into the background .

of these consultations.
h 'Bu't_qualiﬁéd obsetvers are quick
to point out that Président B. S.

Adttin 3td's faiture, if niot down- |
right refusal, to assure the nation of -
clean, Honestand credible elections,
Coupled by hiseported intervention
in the disqualification case of Grace K

Poe Llarhanzares as'a presidential
candidate, could spawr 2 civil war

£aster than anything now troubling

southemn Philippines.

A édunter-offensiiie '

They-saﬁ--jzestérday’ s.Manila Times _candid he 1z
' take off in the paid propaganda’

story, alleginig an attemnpt by two

unnamed individuals to-buy off -

some Justices in order to “dis-
qualify” Mrs. Liamanzares, whom
the Comnission on Elections has
already disqualified, as a desperate
bid to confuse the issues and tum
the tables on those who had earlier
exposed Aquino’s effort to compel
Jiistices to quialify her as a candidate-
The allegation contradicts the domi-
nant perception that an SC ruling
affirming the Comelec decision can-
not be avoided, so Aquino is trying
very hard to work on the Justices. It
cannot therefore be believed.

Even here, observers see Aqui-
no's distasteful meddling in the
Coitt's businéss as the surest indi-
¢ation thit the election would be
rigged ifi favor of his “Manchurian
Candidate,” shotld the majority
of the Justices bend to his impi-
olis wishes. They see him as more

“iiiferested in cooking the results of

“the election to make sue that the
* “next President would later protect

him from critinal prosecution
for any of the iinpunished crimes
he has committed in the last six

years. He also wants to keep his

political enemies on'the defensive
everl after he Jeaves office. -~

The PNoSFPoe‘ _
courtship' =~

Althoiigh Aquino had much earlier
publicly anointed former DILG
‘Secretary Mar Roxas as his official
candidate, the latter's failure to

surveys has prompted him to’ fur-
tively cotit Llamanzates, who has
also been courting him on the sly,
precisely to help her survive her
disqualification as a candidate.
Thus, she went cut of her way to
protect him during the last Semate
inquiry from any accountablity

" the Mamasapano massacte in

which 44 Special Action Force
police commandos were ldlled.
She has also dropped broad
hints that she would not go after
Aquino, in the same manner that
he had gone after his immediate

predecessor and most important
detainee, Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo, should she ever become
president. No one else has made
Aquino that prorise, even though
not one of thern has ever attacked
hit fof anything: S

Facts of thecase =

‘Upon the petitions of Est_r_ei'_igﬁi;x'rﬁ—'
| pare, Antonio Contréras, Amado
“Vildez and this writer, the Comelec

has disqualified Mrs. Liamanzares
and cancelled her Certificate of
Candidacy for President for misrep-

_ résenting herself as a patural-bom

citizen'and 4 resident of the country
for ten years and 11 months up to
the day of the election.” =

" The Constitution provides that
nio person may be elected President
unless he is a natural-bom citizen, a
registered voter, ableto read and write,
at least 40 years of age on election day,
and a tésident of the country for 2t

 Jeast ten yeats imimediately preced-

ing the eléctioni. By natiiral-bom, the
Constitition means @ persoen who is
a citizen from birth without having to
perfort any act to acquiré or perfect
his citizenship:

Ms. Liamarizares is not natural-
botn, Neithet is she a citizen under

the 1935 Constitution, which was

i force when she was bomn. She
was born a foundling of no known
parentage; found at the premises of
the parish church in Jaro, loilo on
Sept. 3, 1968; was adopted by the
spouses Ronald Allan Kelley Poe,
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aka Fernando Poe Jr., and Jesusa
Sonora Pog, aka Susan Roces, in .
1974 in-the municipality of San
Juan, Rizal; moved to the United .
Statés for her college educationin ..
1988: got married to an American -
citizen of Filipino. orlgm, became -
an American citizen in’ 2001;
'sought to'reacqmre a Phllsppme' o _
citizensh “askfor het attograph; tior I believe  to'sati
and was ‘granted” the ‘same; after __:_fwas she ready to ask for mine, so1 - higl

-'mlsrepresermng herse f under oath *walked to my car’ oiitside to spate

o us both of any embarrassmient;

© The Comeiecs Frst and Second
stood outside the terminal, but some

Divisions ruled in favor of our four
petitions, and the Comelec en banc
affirmed these rulings. The en banc

nifing s final and noh-feviewable but -

M. Llamanzares filed 4 petition for
certiorast against the Comelec, alleg-
ing grave abuse of discretion amoun-

ing 1o excess or lacl of jurisdiction:”
Shealso asked the. Sﬂpreme Courtfor -

a Temporary Restraining Order. The
TRO was granted, 'so her name was
allowed 10 stay on the ballot pending
the Sﬂpréme omrt verdict.” . -

Spurlous campangn

She has been czsmpalgnmg ever
since, 3 though ‘she were a bona
fide candidate, without any constite-
tional mpediment. Her finandiers
have alsc been buming momney on
TV ads and propaganda surveys to
create the impression that she is
popular. Withoui explaining that
she could still be excluded with fi-
nality from the race, the commercial
media, which have already made

hundreds of millicns of pesos on
her propaganda, have not hesxtated
to descrbe her as a “front runner.”

. On Monday, our paths crossed
in Butuan, larrived at 6:15 amon

-the PAL flight from: Manila; but

had to wait at the terminal for the

Test of tmy party who had taken
.Cebu Pacific from Manila and

amved at 7 am, Mrs, Llamanzares
ﬂew in on'board an unmarked old
jet, before the Cebu Pac flight got

' fm, 50 there was aclear prospect of
“achance meeting if I snnply stayed
“wheré Twas. But I wasn't ready to

“Asmallcrowd ofyoungweicomers

of them did not mind cheering me

“when I passed by and said lightly
“that they should try supporting a
‘natural-born Filipino-candidate. -

There was no sign they were awdre of
the fact that she had serious citizen-

- ship” and- remdency problems Ot

paths nearly crossed again when we
called separately on Bishop Juan De
Dios Piieblos, on the eve of his 73rd

_bxrthday, at hlS remdence

What Aqumo :

can expect

: 'As I wag wrmng thls yesterday,

o teports had yet ‘come in on
whethier the Court was finally able
to vote asscheduled, and whether
Aquino’s intervention had pre-
vailed. {Opinion Section Editor’s
note: At press time the SC decided
in favor of Ms. Poe. It is the ban-
ner of today's issue.] However,
qualified sources warned that an
Aquino “victory” would certainly

not be taken lightly by the camps
of Vice President Jejornar C. Binay,
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, and :éven
Roxas, who would all be adversely g
affected. The sotrces did not dis-

‘count ‘the p0531b1hty of trouble -

instantly erupting if what had

been deemned tinlikely ; pp;:_ned -

The aggrieved parties ¢
together and work to prevent the
elections from pushmg through. - .-

If elections are held at all, there .. :

seems, very little pr :

‘patticipants would accept the resultsif

thevotecounnngmamme;snotﬁced )

ing “the Tast two eiecnons We. couid
have a real revolt if the voters deade_
that it is the entite electorate, not just
sotiie pazncular candldates, ﬂ}at has

been’ cheated

The -Batang'as ’re\?olt’

"Theiasmmeweweteﬂazeatenedmth SR
an electioni-related popular revolt
was in 1949 ‘when the late former . -

President Jose P. Laurel, who had
presided over the Japanese puppet
republic, lost o' President Elpidio
Quirino in an election marred by
allegations -of rampant cheating,
particulariy in the South. Laurel
clatmed that éver the birds and the
bees voted for the flocatio president. -
He threatened to lead the Batarigue-
fios in revolt, but ultimately recon-
sidered and accepted defeat. It seéms
to0 early to tell, but there is every
chance that if, at any stage, the May
elections provoke an uprising, it
may not be easily contained,

fetatad@gmail.com
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ONLINE news
09 MARCH 2016

Military holds Sayyaf man in Philippines

From the Mindanao Examiner (Mar 8): Military hoids Sayyaf man in Philippines

The Philippines military is holding an Abu Sayyaf rebel after troops captured him following a
firefight in the southern province of Sulu.

The fighting erupted in Latih village in Patikul town on Monday after patrolling troops ran into a
small group of rebels. The military did not release the name of the rebel saying, it is still

interrogating the man.

It said a .45-caliber pistol was recovered from the rebel. It was unknown if any of the soldiers were injured
or killed in the clash. Town officials also did not give release any statement about the fighting, but military

operations were going on against the Abu Sayyaf.

Authorities have tagged the Abu Sayyaf in the spate of terrorism and many kidnappings in the southern
region. The group, which pledged allegiance with the Isiamic State of irag and Syria, is still holding about
a dozen foreigners and Filipinos kidnapped on Mindanaoc and brought to Sulu, one of five provinces under

the volatile Muslim autonomous region.

hitp:/imindanacexaminer.com/military-hcids-sayvaf-man-in-philippines/
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Suspected Abu Sayyaf member captured in Sulu clash
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): Suspected Abu Sayyaf member captured in Sulu clash

A suspected Abu Sayyaf Group {ASG) brigand was captured by troopers of the 35th Infantry
Battalion during an encounter in Patikul town, Sulu Monday afternoon.

Joint Task Group Suiu commander Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado identified the bandit asHatib.
Dsman.

He said Usman was captured as patrolling troops engaged suspected ASG bandits in a 10-minute
firefight around 3:45 p.m. in Barangay Latih,

Usman was airested after he lagged behind his companions while they retreated towards the southern
direction. Seized from Usman was a .45 caliber pistol.

http/Awww pna.gov.phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=18rid=864105
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