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- Maia’ San-i:;_)_;q.-‘_i_j egm—
o, the bank manager

ot

{aundering scheme, will
“file charges against the
_ Department of Justice .
“and the Bureau of Im-
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implicated in the mul-
billion-peso mone

migration for violation -
of her constitutional

"~ Offloaded e

- Ferdinand poacid said De- |
offloading incident, saying it

~guito will be filing charges of

. anti-graft, child abuse and hu-
. tnanrights violation against the '
- twoagendes. LT
I addition; Topacio said
- Deguitowill also seek civil dam-
" ages after she arid her family
were offloaded from a plane to
" Japan last Friday. - *

~ " Topacio said Deguitowasnot.
planning of leaving the country
{o escape investigation... .

Chinese-Filipino businessman
Willism Goto amoney laundezing

.To'ﬁaéio- condemned the
was a blatant violation of the
constitutional rights of Deguito.
ito has been linked by

scherfie amotmting to $81 millioh.

- The money was reportedly
" moved from the account of the

Bangladesh Bank at the Federal

‘Reserve Bank of New York to

several accounts in the Rizal

rights, her lawyer said
YESterday Sl
' ' o Page 12

Tarnt

ommercial Banking Corp.”
RCBC) branch along jupiter
treet in Makati City where
eguito is the manager..
Deguito allegedly confided to
jothat she opened fictitious dollar
nd pesoaccountsatthebranch on
eb. 23, 2016. The accounis were

sade in the naine of Gu's broker-

grefirm Centurytex Trading, -
Last Friday, Deguito, along
vith her son and husband,
warded fiight PR431 bound for
Jarita, Japan.
Immigration officials, how-

Aot to take off and asked the.

Deguitos tostepoff. - -~ -
Officials reportedly showed
a copy of a document from
the Anti-Money Laundering
Coundil (AMLC) indicating that
Deguito is not allowed to leave
while under investigation.

The Bureau of Immigration
“added Deguito was added to-

the Tist of persons that are not
allowed to leave the country.
According to Topacio, he was
able to talk to the immigration
officers and was told that they
were not aware of any basis for

preventmg Deguito from leav-
ing the country since there are

“ho cases filed against her.

Topacio added there was no
hold departure order issued
against Deguito. o

Topacto earlier said Deguito .

could have been the fall guy in
the money laundering case, Say~

ing she cotld not have pulled -
it off without the knowledge of

her superiors, possibly induding
RCBC president Lorenzo Tan.
Tan’s lawyer Francis Lim,
on the other hand, said Topacio
should help his client explain

fhe £k bark accouts:

- Aftorney Ferdinand Topacio’

“should realize that his client,

RCBC Jupiter Branch manager
Maia Deguito, had already ad-
mitted in a radio interview that
she only ‘assumed’ Mr. Lorenzo
Tan knew about the §81-million
transaction at Ms. Deguito’s
branch thatis now being investi
gated by anti-money laundering
authorities and that she is not
accusing Mr. Tan. This directly
contradicts her previous posi-
tion that Mr. Tan ‘knew’,” Lim
said in a statement.

wer, boarded the plane as it was
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Army to inspect ROTC units in hopes
of attracting recuits for reserves |

THE PHILIPPINE Army will con-
duct-administrative and tactical

inspections of 8,000 Reserve Of- :

ficer  Training Corps (ROTC)
cadets from colleges and uni-
versities iri Metro Manila today
to -evaliate ‘the program and
draw more citizens to joinl the
“Philippine Army Reserve Force.

~The 10th Centr’a_lized Region-

The inspection intends to test
the units’ degree of administra-
tive efficiency, training manage-

mient,’  proficiency and the
“cadets’ qualityof training.....

_ '--"j___'Subjects.-.:..foi‘_';‘é’v’alu‘éti_on in- o

clide  admministrative.inspec- :
“tion, ceremonial parade, rank
operation ~order
_writing, map reading and the

ingpection;: .

jamin ‘Hao said the activity iis | - “The INspection |5 £
the  anniversary actities fo

al Annual Administrative and

:I‘actic__:al Inspection will be held -
at the ROTC Hunters Guertilla-
ifa-

Pparade Ground in Fort B
cio, Taguig City. .
~ Army spokesperson Col Ben

held every year and involyes the
inspection of all activated Army
ROTC units nationwide. 0

~assembly ‘and " disassembly of
M6 rifle and 45-¢al: pistols.

. Thé cadets wilt be rested on.
company drills, method of in--

struction, small unit tactics as
well as_.disaster response and
‘rescué operations,

“"Hao said the inspection {5 al-
‘5o aimed at testing the opera- .

tional ‘readiness of the ROTC

 sary on March 22" Ha

1t Gefi, Bduardo Afio, Army

commianding general, will be a
guestat the day-long acrivity of

Army’s Nation
o

th al'Capiral Re-.

ty. - Defense

(4

Philippine Army founding anniver-
osad

units and allow the cadets to ex-
perience what being a soldief is
reaily all about. '
‘up 4. also a tool to attract
freshmen college students to en-
rollinthe ROTC program so that
more-Filipino citizens will join
the Philippine Army Reserve
Force,” the Army spokesperson
© Julie M. Aurelio
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L The wounded rebel Was posxtwely identl-:
'ﬁed by former comrades, who have already

v ed our ops aling troops. to. get backup K

surrendered to government authorities,

“and wag §aid 6 belong to Guerrilla-Front

Committee 21 of the CPP-NPA Northeastern
Mindanao Regional Committee (NEMRC).
“After the sald gun battle, our troops
immediately cleared the encounter area and
diseovered several blood stains that prompt-

. : D
g _proper ‘medical treatment :

'ded NPA rebei

““f encourage the remaining lawless ban-
dits to surrender and avail the government’s

peace and development program like. what

was given to their former comrades who
have already surrendered and availed the
benefits from the gevernment’s compre-
hensive local integration program,” Panopio
said. (Mike U. Crismundo)
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The Wanila Times

lastmonth.

and placed underrestrictive custody of
the commander of the 720d Infantry
Battalion (IB) at their headquarters
in Camp General Manuel Yan S, in
Barangay Tuboran, Mawab town in
Compostela Valley. . . .

 "They shall be restricted to bar-
racks to insure their appearance
while the investigation is ongo-
ing,” Batchar said in the statement.

N Army cOrpor : _ |
government militiamen face a court-

. martial for allegedly torturing some.
members of the Tagkulo tribe in a remote
village in Malita town in Davao Occidental’

dandfour

Batchar added that the names
of the four militiamen are being
withheld until the investigations
have clearly established their
involvement in the said incident.

"Due process of law shall be

stiictly observed in the investiga- -

tion, and when evidénce warrants
they will be prosecuted with the
full force of military justice, in-

oy ANTHONY VARGAS CORFESFONDENT

" Captain Rhyan Batchar, informa-
tion officer of Philippine ATMY'S -
- '10th Infantry Division (ID), saidin

2 statzrnent that purstant to Articles
of War 70, Army corporal Sandy
Batoibatol and four miligamen were

- placed under arrest for the conduct

-of court-martial proceedings. _
" Batchar said that Batolbatol and
the militiamen weie ordered arrested

dudihg trial by tourts-martiai._The
soldier and the CAAs are subjectto
military laws,” Batchar said.

" The army official added that the
_10th ID command further reiter-
" ates that the investigation will not

prefuidice any investigation that may.
be conducted by other agencies and
shall make available the soldier and
the militias for such a procedure.
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™
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BAGUIO CITY = President
Aqaino will lead ‘this yeat's
" Philippine Military Academy

(PMA) graduation ceremonies

for the last time before he steps
down from office injune. .-
- . The commencement exer-

cises for the Gabay Laya (Gin- .

e i

- By AUREA CALICA

tong Anak nig Bayan, Alay ay .
“Buhay) Class of 2016 today is..
- also ‘expected to be attended
by presidential candidate Vice, -
. President Jejornar Binay..- w0

" President Aguino wilthand: .

the diplomas to the graduates .

“and presenit the presidential

's::aber_ to Cadet 1st Class Kris-
- tian Daeve Gelacio Abiqui, 23,
‘whobested 62 others to be the

class valedictorian. . 00
" Ason’of a government em-
ployee and a housewife, Abiquu
is set to join the Philippine Navy.

Binay will present the vice

presidential.saber to the salu-..
tatorian, Cadet 1st Class Chris-:
tine Mae Naungayan Calima, .

21, from Bolinao, Pangasinan.
The two government of-

the Philippine National Police
Academy’s graduation rites in

Silang, Cavite last Thursday..... -
-~ Last yeat, -the President
“ spoke before the PMA grad- -
uates after the Philippine

National Police-Board of In-

Jan. 25 Mamasapano incident

‘and found him responsible for

breaking the chain of command

“in approving the operation to

netdralize two international ter-
rorists through then suspended
PINP chief Alan Purisima.

ficials were also together at

quiry released its report on the

-~ With Janvic Mateo

graduation rites today
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By Vincent Cabreza -
Inquzrer Northem Luzon

FORT DEL PILAR Bagulo CIty---Be-f'

f_ore__. they' were cefemonially
“dutiked” into the pool by their uh-
_ derclassmen, graduating members
_of Philippine Military Academy
(PMA) “Gabay Laya” Class of 2016
_were ‘given this piece “of advice by
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin:
-._,“_Keep your integrity.”

“You must hold on to your -in-.

iixe gr;ty as this will define your char-
‘:acters said. Gazmin as he handed
“put special awards and recognition
o top performers of the class at
Borromeo Field here yesterday.

S

N

abay: Laya -members will bes

_ lruniéélomed as }1211301’ oﬁcers i the o
-0 of Nauonai Defense and the Arm ;

Keep your integrity: PM.

Aquino at their graduation today -
[Addressing the graduating ciass,

- Gazmin said that” heeding the
virtues of integrity, courage and 16y~
alty as espotsed at the PMA would:

help steer their careers through the
“reatities of the service.” -
“It is not the medals you will

‘wear that is important,” he told the
graduates, but their adherencé to
morality and ethics and for main-

taining “absclute respect for your—
selves and the people you serve.”
“You  must hold on to courage

help you stand on uncompromxsmg

morals [and to be] steadfast in your:
commitment to the ideals;” he said.: . "in

© “Time and again the Departrne

H:he guard” rite :

.

GRADUATING cadsts are thrown Into the oot

ssmen iﬂ the traditional ‘*p

Forces of the P_hﬂ_ippines had risen

~to face moments of change,” he
‘said, so the Gabay Laya membeérs:
‘must” “be ready to confront the
evolving’ dynamics of your profes-

sion and yotir duties.”
Gazmin, a member of Class of

1968, said that “coming home” to
- the PMA always gave hima serse: of
.-grat;ﬁcatlon. L

His visit also shoﬁcased how much
the PMA has changed. Fort Del Pilar

- has ‘dccommodated more: tourists .in.
- the last few years, havmg become a

‘even if it seems to fail... [and] you .3:major tolirist attraction in the city.

" muist hold on to loyalty for it will

Academy officials “have reiaxed."

_ some of the Testrictions and have
even allowed visitors to pmmenade :

; RICHARD BALD NG LONG
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:'.';*Tbisrdevelo%e | roup!
~ing 16 secure the reledse of 1%1@ -hosta
“have reportedly lost interest innegotiating
' Abu Sayyaf dus to the unreason- - the whi
n dema Ciie et gsked for P1 billion'in ransom for each of
‘thecaptives. -~ . o
. The military said it was checking the

~with

ableransom demand.

OFFICEOF THE A

111d be paid for the release of

a5 several

" Sources said the tain reason why back -
door negotiatioris is going nowhere is the -
Pi-billion ransom demand by-the bandit -
group for each of their four-hostages —

Canadian nationals John Ridsel, Robert

"Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkinstad and

Filipina Maritess Flor. ... .
- "There were reports that some groups,

“denng as middlemen, have been frying:
“to veach ‘out to riegotiate with the*Abu
* Sayyaf, but because of the huge ransom. -
demand in the amount of P4 billion, they
begged off from continuing with their

back door talks,” one official said. -

. Presidential Communications Devel-
opmenit and Strategic Planning Office
Undessecretary Manuel Quezon III said

-he could not give information on.the
“military and police operations fo rescue
“the hostages from the Abu Sayyaf. - -

" Quezon said the Department of For- -

eign Affairs was in close contact with the
Canadian and Norwegian governments.

Qtiezon said most countries have ano- -

ransom policy for kidnapping incidents
perpetrated by terrorists.

<L You cannot really deal with or'pay

ransom because that means (allowing)
them to get what they want and sow terror
further because of financial rewards for
their eriminality,” Quezon said. ..
He said the demands of criminals

should not'be dignified. .-

- "Lt us remain committed to our con---
. fidente in our -Armed Forces ard police.
" {0 handle the situation; to our DFA to-
~properly ¢oordinate and inform foreign.

governinents and the families of those

“involved. And let us all say a silent prayer
. that these visitors to our country remain

safe and that they will be rescued at the

soonest possible fime,” Quezon said.
The Abu Sayyaf posted a video on

Tuesday showing the four captives sur-

¢

ang yesterday maintained no_

Lostages of the Abu Sayyaf-in - e fae N
e " “This was the third time the bandits
PP
ges

rounded by gunmen thréatening to ex-
FARSOF Were not et

posted a video of the hostages. Last Oc- -

‘tober; apost on social media demanded.
- a halt to the military operations against -

the kidnappers while in November, they -

veracity of the latest video and was con-

“tinuing with fhe operations to rescue the:

hostages safely. -~ S
- While government forces have
launched operations to rescue the hos-
tages, private groups, through middle-

~men, are working.in.the backeground to .

negotiate with the hostage takers. ...
- Middlemen are usually tapped by the
families of the kidnapping victims in deal-
ing with the Sulu-based bandits to secure
their safe release. These middlemen are
local folk known to and have the trust of
the bandit group. - . e T
An official from Sutu described the Abu

‘Sayyaf demand of P1 billionfor each of
“their four hostages as despicable if not. -
totally irrational. e

_ The official warned any payment of
the huge ransom to the Abu Sayyaf will
further complicate the already shaky
security landscape in Sulu and other key
areas of Mindanao. -

The Abu Sayyaf have issued a month-
lonig ultimatum, up to April 8, for the

families and governments of the hostages

to come up with their demand, threaten-
ing to execute their captives.

" The four were forcibly taken from the
island resort of Samalin Davao del Norte

- inSeptember last year andl ended up in the

hands of the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu.

. The Armed Forces of the Philippines
" (AFP) and the Philippine National Police

(PNP) have pointed out the no-ransom
policy stays despite the Abu Sayyaf threat.

“The policy stays. That's a government
policy. Nothing has changed in so far as
we are concerned,” AFP spokesman, Brig.
Gen. Restituto Padilla said.

Padilla said the government will never
negotiate with terrorists.

5,525 |
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WW gis veteran m
fBat an passes r y

.-'SAMAL Iataan Aleaderefthefew g

_ remaining World War i vetefansin o
- Bataan was laid torest folluw;ng h:s
' death atthe: age of 92 :

- WWH véteransin Dirict | of Bataan. He -

. was amember of the Phihppme Scouts

: before and during the war years. -

- Rep. Herminia Roman; chair ofthe

' House committee on Veterans Affais; and
Mayor Gene de la Fuente led the Lk~
sang Parangal given'by the municipal

- government to Siasat on Friday.: -+
Siasat’s widow Aida said her husband

planned to join this year's Araw ng

Kagitingan rites, which they regu-

Eariy attended every Aprii 9.,

Like’ other Filipine pensmﬂer.s: Siasat i
-receives a monthly pension of P6,700 . .

from the Philippine Veterans Affairs -
Office. In addition, he gets US$125
monthly for his services with the then-

United States Army. He fought in Bataan

| Luls S:yasat

with other members of the lfmted &
Armed Forces of the Philippines in 1942
and joined the guerilfa resistance move-
ment after Bataan fell to the Japa'nese :

-..mperial Army.on April 9,1942...
- Aftér the wiar Luls Went into fannmg

and ralsing cattle. In 1998, he was elected
municipal councilor of Samal and served - .
until 2001, He also served as village head of

Barangay Ibaha, this town.
ERNIE B. ESCONDE
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8,000 ROTC cadets in NCR to undergo administrative, tactical
inspections Sunday

MANILA, March 12 (PNA) - Around 8,000 Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) cadets from the
National Capital Region (NCR) will be undergoing administrative and tactical inspections this coming
Sunday.

The inspection will be conducted by the National Capital Regional Community Defense Group, said Army
spokesperson Col. Benjamin Hao.

It will be held at the ROTC Hunters Guerrilla Parade Ground, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

Hao said the activity is dubbed as the 10th Centralized Regional Annual Administrative and Tactical
Inspection (RAATI) for 8Y 2015-2016.

It is part of the pre-anniversary activities in celebration of the 119th Philippine Army founding anniversary
which falls on March 22.

Hao said Army commander Lt. Gen. Eduardo M. Afio is expected in the daylong event.

RAATI is a yearly activity of the Philippine Army which entails actual inspection of all activated Army
ROTC units nationwide.

It is designed to evaluate the ROTC units in the implementation of the whole ROTC program.

The inspection aims to test the units’ degree of administrative efficiency, training management,
proficiency, and guality of training attained by the cadets.

These includes Administrative Inspection, Ceremonial Parade, Rank Inspection, Operation Order writing,
Map Reading, Assembly and Disassembly of M-16 rifle and Cal. 45 pistol, Company Drill, Method of
instructions, Small Unit Tactics and Disaster Response and Rescue Operations.

It also intends fo test the operational readiness of the ROTC units and allow the students to experience
the real meaning of basic soldiery.

it is also a tool to attract freshmen college students to enroll in ROTC program so that more Filipino
citizens will join the Philippine Army Reserve Force.

The ROTC students and school administrators will also have educational tour at the Army facilities
including the Museum, and the Philippine Army Murals around the HPA Grandstand. The Army Museum is

open for tour to the public from March 13 to 22. (PNA)
JBP/PEN
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PMA nagsimula nang maghigpit dahil sa graduation; ilang

pagbabawal ipinatupad

By Bombo BaguioPosted in Latest News e

BAGUIC CITY - Naghigpit na ngayon sa seguridad ang Philippine Military Academy (PMA) para sa
commencement exercises na gaganapin bukas araw ng Linggo.

Ayon kay Lt. Col. Reynaldo Balido Jr., spokesperson ng akademya, ipinagbhawal na sa mga turista ang
pagpunta sa mahahalagang pasilidad at ilang bahagi ng akademya kung saan, binabantayan itc ng mga
miyembro ng Presidential Security Group {(PSG).

Napag-alamang dumating na rin sa akademya ang pamilya at kamag-anak ng mga kadeteng
nakatakdang magtapos.

Kagabi ay ginanap ang ring hop, kung saan, isinuot ng mga magulang ang graduation ring o bull ring sa
kanilang mga anak na kadete.

Ipinaalala naman ng opisyal sa mga pupunta sa akademya na bawal ang mga naka-tsinelas, naka-sando
at naka-shorts.

Si Pangulong Benigno Aquino Il ang magsisilbing pangunahing bisita kung saan pagkatapos ng
programa sa PMA ay inaasahang tutungo ito sa La Trinidad, Benguet para sa inagurasyon ng Benguet

Agripinoy Trading Center.

it fwww inguirer.net

Video gives good picture of hostages, says AFP

By Juhie B Aurelic )

Ehinguirerdotoat

Phitippine Daliv inouirer

07:18 AR Miarch 12ih, 2016

A VIDEO clip that surfaced online showing the four Samal Island tourists kidnapped by militants nearly six
months ago is a good indication of the capfives’ condition, according to the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP).

“The video, for all it is worth, is a good indication of the kidnap victims’ present condition. It also presents
important information on the group that is holding them right now,” said Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP public

affairs office chief.

In the video, the foreigners—all emaciated, bearded and shirtless—pleaded for their lives as they called
on their respective families and governments to meet the ransom being demanded by their abductors.

The video of about a minute and a half was posted on a Facebook page linked to Philippine islamists.

The security sector said it will abide by the government’s “no ransom policy” even with the Abu Sayyaf's
threats to kill the hostages within a month if the ransom demands are not met.
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The AFP maintained that it wili continue on its focused military operations in support of the police
operations to rescue the victims and pursue their kidnappers.

Detoyato said the safety of the hostages is a primary concern during combat and focused military
operations {0 rescue the kidnap victims.

The AFP issued the statement after the release of a video that showed men claiming to be part of the Abu
Sayyaf group threatening to kill the four hostages abducted in September last year,

The video in question was posted on the Facebook page Pamantasan ng Tawheed and Jihaad Filibin on
Thursday.

in the video, the men gave the Canadian government a month or until Aprif 8 to act on their P4-billion
ransom demand or the hostages will be killed.

In September last year, Canadian nationals John Ridsde! and Robert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingatad
and Filipina Maritess Fior were snaiched from a resort on Samal Isfand in Davao del Norte by armed men.

Later on, a video of the tourists surfaced in which the P4-billion ransom demand was made. Another video
demanded for a halt to military operations in Sulu before the start of the negotiations for the hostages'’

freedom.

The embassies of the foreign captives have declined to comment on the demands being made by the
kidnappers.

A spokesperson for Canada’s foreign minister said the government was aware of the video but did not
want to comment or provide new information in case it endangered the captives.

Calgary-based TVI Pacific, where Ridsdel was a semiretired consultant, declined to comment.
According to Matt Williams, the Philippines country director for Pacific Strategies and Assessments, a risk

mitigation company that tracks rebel groups, the release of a dramatic, threatening video is a common
tactic of the group.

www . bemboradvo.com

Rescue operations sa Canadians, Norwegian hostages sa ASG,

tuloy-tuloy’

By Bombo Reymund TinazaPosted in Latest News' &

Nananatili umano ang rescue operation bilang opsyon sa pagliigtas sa dalawang Canadians at isang
Norwegian na hawak bilang hostage ng teroristang grupong Abu Sayyaf.

Magugunitang nagbanta ang ASG na papatayin ang kanilang ang mga bihag kung hindi magbabayad ng
ransom at naglagay pa ng video sa Facebook kung saan nagmamakaawang maligtas ang mga hihag.

Sinabi ni Presidential Communications Development and Strategic Planning Office (PCDSPO)
Undersecretary Manolo Quezon I, kinakatigan nila ang posisyon ng militar na huwag makipag-negotiate
0 magbayad nang ransom sa mga terorista,
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Ayon kay Quezon, tiwala sila sa kakayahan ng AFP at PNP na resolbahin ang sitwasyon habang bahalg

naman ang Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) sa pakikipag-ugnayan sa foreign governments at pamilya
ng mga biktima,

iginiit pa ni Quezon na huwag bigyang dignidad o pagkilala ang ganitong gawain sa pakikipag-usap sa
official level sa mga teroristang bumibiktima sa mga sibilyan, Pilipinc man o banyaga.

"Let us not dignify by communicating ‘di ba on an official level with people who have broken the law and
who are causing misery to innocent civilians whether Filipino or foreign. Let us remain committed to our

www.news.abs-chn.com
PH lease of planes from Japan legal - Palace

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Forces' TC-8C training aircraft is seen in this undated handout photo released by the Japan
Maritime Seif-Defense Forces, and obtained by Reuters on August 5, 2015. Reuters

MANILA - Malacafang on Friday stood by the need and legality to lease planes from Japan to patrol the
South China Sea.

Communications Secretary Sonny Coloma said the country has no intention to stoke tensions in the area,
adding that "freedom of navigation and freedom of overflight" should prevail.

"Ayon sa ating Department of National Defense, ito ay isang legal, otorisado, at umiiral na kalakaran o
practice ng mga bansang katulad natin na naghahangad na makapag-acquire ng mga kagamitan na
gagamitin sa tanggulan pambansa at jto naman ay ginagawa sa legal at maayos na paraan,” Coloma

said.
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"Kaisa tayo ng maraming bansa na nagpahiwatig na ng kanilang posisyon sa kahalagahan na malaya ang
paglalakbay ng lahat ng bansa sa South China Ses o West Philippine Sea, doon sa prinsipyo ng freedom
of navigation at freedom of overflight dahil napakahalaga nito sa pandaigdigang komersyo at sa patuloy

na pagtamo ng buong mundo ng mga biyaya ng progresong pangkabuhayan.

"Watang hangarin ang ating bansa na lumikha ng ligalig dyan dahil ang ating patakaran nga ay 'yung
diplomatiko at tahimik na pagresolba ng mga usapin dyan sa lugar ng South China Sea," he added.

President Benigno Aquino lil on Wednesday announced that the Philippines will lease from Japan five TC-
90 training aircraft to assist the Navy in patrolling the West Philippine Sea.

The Philippines has made the modernization of its air and naval forces a priority as China deploys missiles
and fighters on a number of artificial islands in the South China Sea.

China claims almost the entire South China Sea, where about $5 trillion worth of ship-borne trade passes
annually. Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam also have claims to parts of the sea.

China later expressed alarm about the Philippines-Japan agreement, stressing that Japan is not a party to
the South China Sea issue.

"If the Philippines' actions are to challenge China's sovereignty and security interests, China is resolutely
opposed,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said,

‘I also want to point out that Japan is not a party to the South China Sea issue and we are on high guard
against its moves. We demand that Japan speak and act cautiously and not do anything o harm regional

peace and stability." - With Reuters
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