Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a scurce of national pride

oacpa.army2012@gmail.com

.
&‘}\\i}s e
.

i’

e
%Cﬁéﬁ\
.

e
A
e




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

TABLE OF CONTERTS
14 MARCH 2016
PRGE
NE. TITLE WRITER REWSPAPER
1 Weather Forecast - PDi p.A16
NATIONAL NEWS
2-3 | PNoy to AFP: Always be apolitical Genalyn Kabiiing Manila Bulletin p. 1
4-6 | Al Gore to train PH climate warriors Michaet Ubac PDI p.A1
ARMY RELATED REWS
7 | Suspected Abu leader slain in Sibugay Julie Aurelio PDipA2
8 Troops seized 2 ASG camps in Sulu Nonoy Lacson Manila Bulletin p.15
9-10 | Test case for rights abuse - www mindanaoctimes.com
11 | Notorious bandit killed in Zamho Sibugay Fernan Marasigan } The Manila Times p.A7
12 | PHOTO: PMA VALEDICTORIAN Ev Espiritu PDi p.A1
13 | PHOTO: NEW SOLDIERS - PDI p.A20
AFP RELATED NEWS
14 | Donr’t mix service with politics Gabriel Cardinoza | PDtpAt
15 | Much improved AFP awaits new officers Gavrie! Cardinoza PDlp.A20
“16-17 | Female cadet is PMA ‘goat’ § Kimberly Quitasol | PDIpAT
18-19 | PMA cadets’ kin give PNoy a cold welcome Christine Herrera | The Standard p A4
20 | No-ransom policy stays ~ AFP , PNP Mike Crismundo Manila Bulletin p.15
21 US Army explosives found in La Union Victor Reyes Malaya p.B1
Swiss ambassador visits MILF camp in - .
22 Maguindano Edd Usman Mfmfa Bulletin p.3
23 | China to put up maritime court Reuters PDI p.A2
SPORTS
24 AFP, PNP dispute UNT titie - PDI .A23
25 Navymern domindte Ronda Pilipinas Stage 2 June Navarro PDI p.AZ2
ONLINE REWS
PMA valedictorian: A 3-year-oid kid's dream |
26-27 | comes true - WWW.Tappies.com
Aquino hits 2 ‘anti-BBL senators' at PMA Wwwy. rappler.com
28-29 | graduation .

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army vision By 2028 & world-class Aroy fhatis & source of nationa! pride

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tel no. (02} 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5295

\U(March 2016

. 1gs ™
... AFFECTING EASTERN |

SECTION OF THE COUNTRY

o -{MARCH 13,5100 AW)°

o el
ruaammmcﬁsa R e vice

T TOWTIBE
S MANILAS

Pirt o;wﬂyhﬂm: iy ‘
mnml omillor tisderatormg - |

LIPRINE AREA OF ﬁssrﬁéﬂ?aiam

- TACLOBAN
e o

o CABAYAR
Ly - DEORD

aitme

ST o e
: 24-382°C 25.33°C
: . PUERTO -
LADAG PRNGESA PV 0
25-33°C - 28-33°C
- | .'nuim/' ; i
BAGUIO Cpcorop e e e  ZAMBOANGA @;;; | :
: ' %-3°C." 26-33°C %387 %
SBMY © gk |
CLARK o
24.35°C 24 35°C ) i é{-J2cC WLz

 ‘Wialsh PANAHON.V sveryday at 5:00 A8t g
on PTV (Channs! 4), -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-3555 Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




£ pren g R DODE L A p—
Lrr ViSIOE By 2028 & wONC-LiESE AT ThaliE 8 STurle U haliing pride

j OFFICE OF THE ARNMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) 845-9555Local: 5285, 5295¢cc

MANILA: BULLETIN "=

THEE NATHON'G LEADING NEWEPAFER

H March 2016

protectmg the people.:
. Addressmg the Phllsppm Mﬁltary

e new mahtazy officers to stay'
§ and parhcularly'

' Aqumo remmded t_hem about
: history when the mili-
‘tary was used to curtail the country’s
democracy and enforce the whim of
one family, referring to the Marcos

dictatorship. . .
“Tandaan 1ang po natm, 5'17
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tangmg Sandetahang Lakas lang ang
imaypuwersa na kung makikihalo, lalo
na sa ‘pulitika, ay may tinatawag pong

“monop
‘has ang usapan, kaye importanteng

nasa i§ip hatin parating neuvtral tayo, -

lalg na; pagdatmg ‘sa pamumuhtzka"__
“Let us remember that only the Armed
Forees is the only force, if they willjoin -

it comes t0 poi;tm 0]
%ng the commencement of 63 sermber

oly of power.” Tila hindi ho pare- .. -

_part;san pohtxcs _that has a'monopoly of e

- we can hope 10 5ee-
. positive change),” he said.

“Hangga’t nariyan nga ang buong

‘Sandatahang Lakas, matapat na
- gmagampanan ang inyong mandato,
'hangga t iisa Jang ang panig ninyo
- at iyon ay sa taumbayan hangga’t di

kayo nakikihalo sa pulitika, mazasahan.
nating magtutuloy—tuloy ang ‘positi-

" bong pagbebago (As long as the entire
Armed Forcesis here, faxthfuliy fuiﬁli—

ing its mandate, as;long as.you take:

'only one side and that’s the people, as

u don’t meddie thh polztics,-
e contmuity oF

'MA graduates start their'
Pre51dent algo, said theyj-

in" " should brace for many temptation of

. sustaining the counti'y’s po_smve.tramn—
formation, saying progress cannot bei'; :

corruptwn but urged them: to always '

' -_take the side of the Fihpmo nation::

achxeved WIthout stabﬂst} and peace

ang gagawin ko ba ay makakatuiong:

_sa sambayanan; ¢ ying mangyayari

rito, iilan lang ang makikinabang at
makapapahamak sa mas nakararami?

.. {Just ask yourself, will my action help .
-the nation or will benefit only the few . hihim
.and put, the ma;orlty in danger) ?

_ Aqumo said.-

If they are ever confused at work o
the new military officials should {ake .
thé advice of their superiors especially
the leaders of the Armed Firces of .

‘the Philippines and the Department
of National Defense, according to the

_ _Pres:dent. He said listening to their.
“superiors would help ensure they: Would e

" not repeat the mistakes of the past.

Aquino also highlighted the great
responsibility of the military as the
“defender of the people” especially in
terms of proteciing democracy and
keeping peace.

“Nasa inyong mga kamay kung.

| thamamayani ang dehfbkrééya o kung
" babalik taye sa madilim na kabanata
‘ng pang-aabuso at kawalang hustisya;

kung magiging laganap ang kapaya— =
ted he was mmaily Werried about_the

g class name “Gabay-Laya,” t
g _meant the m:htary would be gmdmg or
dictating how democracy works in the

paan sa mga komumdad

babalik teyo' sa estado ng pagdududa'

*‘saisa’tisa (It is'up to you if democracy -
country. Aquine instantly recalled Ar-

will reign or we will return to the dark
chapter of abuse and lack of justice; if

* peace will prevail in communities that

will encourage others to unite, or if we

~ will return to the state of doubtmg each
. other) ” Aquino said, - o

; Gabay-Laya Class

mander-in-Chief at the PMA gradu-
ations, the President distributed the
diplomas to the 83 members of the
“Gabay-Laya Class of 2016” led by class
valedictorian Kristian Daeve Abigui
during the ceremony.

Of the 63 graduates, 29 will serve

/s

“Tanungm ninyo ang myong samla '

the Philippine Army; 11-will'go to the

Air Force; and 16 will join the Phlhp—

pine Navy,
< Inhis remarks the ?res1dent adn'nt-

ticle 2, Sectioni 3 of the Cotistitution that
states “Civilian authority is, at all times,
supreme over the military. The Armed
Torees of the Philippines is the prdtector
of the people and the State. Its goal is to

seciire the sovereignty of the State and_

' In hze final appearance as Con'i—'. ) __the integrity of the national temtory”

‘But as soon as he saw the real
meaning of the class name “Gabay-
Laya,” Aquino said his blood pressure
went down. The PMA class name,
Agquino said, actually meant “Gintong
Anak ng Bayan Alay ay Buhay para sa
Kalayaan.”
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AL GORE has no dooms
Philippines as he starts fo¢
than 700 climate watriors from

lafor the “Climate Reality

have converged in Mani

day message for the
day the training of more
all over Asia who

Leadership Training Corps.”

In- fact, the formet US vice
president toid the INQUIRER yes-

terday that because of Superty- .
phoon “Yolanda” (international

name: Haiyvan) the country had

the “rhoral atthority” to teke &

leadérship role in helping the

world shift its heavy reliance onl ;

coal_td.renéWable energy.
Gore said it was “net smart”

to buiid new coal plants. The

Philippines 18 ¢ nevertheless:
building more coal-fired power
pladEsii i e i
" Unknown' to . Gore; the

OFF{CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email a

Aquino administration has:ap-:

c#oacpa.armyzm 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5295

proved 21 new coal-fired power -
plant projects in the past five
years despite its commitrnentto
reduce carbon emissions.

©" The government’s derision to

continue constructing coal
plants -puts into’ question the
country’s: call for- sustainable

j developmerit-and deep cuts in
greenhiouse gas enissions. . -

- The Nobel peace laureate
and global climate’ activist ar-

rived in Manila last Saturday to
- personally preside over the
- training -of ‘participants 0 the

" ALGORE/AIS
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-~ soomn- to- -he climate ‘warriors

vhat: climate: change is-ail
at 1nd1v1d _al :

From page Al

:’_ clzmate leadership. traming, - and’
! which funs. from Monday. 10 ¢an clo about it.
- Wednesday at the Hotel Sofitel o 0ver the last 10 years there

'.Wh £ - You have-

“ing aperiod whe
the world: was dev

darscored” ot jist
it but brought in-
to focus the courage and re-
silience of the [Filipino] people,
and the immediate translation

founded and cha

a nonpioﬁt otganization that ~ Gor
‘aims to solve the climate cri- .istrongest recorded storm to

sis, Gore will explain to the . ever hit land that 1ashed nine ™

y
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Impressed

" He joked that Daly City of

of that in-the Warsaw climate :
_conference {in 2013] cannot be
‘overemphasized, It - really
touched the hearts of the people
“around the world,” Gore said:™ :
o Hetcould stitl-vividly recall

i Je

ge of the:nation stand-
courageous

'in the community of nation,” e
said.: “its * geographic - position :

gives it'a particular relationship

to all of Rast Asia—and of course’
‘the historical ties to the US actu-
ally make the Philippines a kind

of a'hiib for geopolities.” "

- Gore nioted that the Philip-
-pines’: enduring ties to
“were séen as very sign
thié United States.. 7

parts of Los Angeles in Califor-

‘nia ‘could be another province
of the Philippines. because of |

oreally

_ nd- - ‘and the People’s St
” toone of - o
dernonstrations of .-

the large presenée of Filipin
Afmnericans inthe a rﬁ?-.': s

Gore praised the country for

ifs. advanced climate change. peratures
) ~Industrial Revolition

Jaws, ostensibly referring to the
Cliraate Change Act

and. as a developing' coun-. -
ry-—some wouldsay—emerging  in-
7y it Has  Unique POSIGON bt

tional: community arourid: the -
world. Her proposals [for Disas--
- ter Risk Reduction and climate
 change adaptation] are now be-
‘ing looked at ‘as.models for the: the mell !
. and Antartica s accelerating

world,” Gore'said. '

He noted” that the coﬁnﬂ:'y .

“tists around the world; cluding

-those from -the: Philippines; he :
said it was being predicted that
these typhoons would “likely to"
come stronger still with the con-

min + of the seas are faster here than

tinued warming of the oceans.”

- More than 90 per(:_ent_of'tlxe"_.

b

of 2009
al fund. .o

than

ip- was learning ifs lessons from .-
ificantin.

éxéfé_:‘}}eat-trapped by the man-
“riadeé” global  warming pollu-

tion—which has mriggered ter-
rarures ~tO. rise: sMCE: the

tothe o

1150

':-iiiacé_'t:l"lét
don’t know

rising faster in the Philippines
-anywhere else on. Earth
mainly . becatise  of thermal
‘expansion, and also. of course,
“the meltinig of ice ini Greenland

‘sea level rise everywhere in the
world,” said Gore.. Sl

 He said that the combination
6f highér sea levels and more
“powerlul " storm surgesmade
island-nations ‘particularly vul-
nerable to the fmpact of climate
change, . ‘stressing - ‘that “the
wattming of the seas and rising

virtually anywhere on Earth.”
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THE SUSPECTED leader of a kidnap-for-ransom gang
behind the abduction of an Irish priest and an Aus-
tralian ex-soldier was shot dead by security forces yes-

terday, the military said.

‘Waning Abdusalam was killed af-
ter he resisted arrest by a combined
military and police team, according
to Maj. Filernon Tan, Western Min-
danao Command spokespersor.

The suspect was gunned down in
the town of Naga in Zamboanga
Sibugay province,

A joint team {rom the 102nd
Brigade of the Philippine Army's 1st
Infantry Division and the police car-
ried out the arrest operation.

Tan said Abdusalam had been
tagged in the kidnapping for ran-
som of numerous people in Min-
danao, including three Filipino
teachers in Zamboanga Sibugay in
2009, Irish missionary Father
Wichael Sinnott, also in 2009, and
Australian Warren Rodweli in
2011,

Whiie Sinnott was released after
gbout & menth through the inter-

of Muslim Mindanao).

cession of a larger Musiim rebel
group, Rodwell spent 15 months as
a hostage and was only freed after
ransom was paid,

Abdusalarn may have had links to
the Abu Sayyalf, the Muslim extrem-
st group known for kidnapping for-
eigners and Christians, said Tan.

The Abu  Sayvaf, reportediy
founded with seed meney from al-
Qaida founder Osama bin Laden,
has been designated & terrorist or-
ganization by the United Stares. I
has been Dlamed for several terror
atzacks in the Philippines.

One-month deadline

Early this month, suspecied Abu
Sayyaf militants holding two Cana-
dians, a Norwegian and a Filipino,
woman hostage set & one-month
deadline for millions of doliars in
ransom to be paid.

shape in Mindanac,

Canadian touriste John Ridsdel
and Rober: Hall. Norweglan resort
manager Kiartan Sekkingstad and
Filipino Marites Flor were seized

from vachts in & marina in the
southern Philippines in Seprember.

The Philippine government has
stressed its position of not paying
ransom. Police said they were con-
tinuing efforts to rescue the
hostages.

Pushing for peace deal

The Aquing administration has
beer pushing for & peace deal with
one separatist group, the horo Is-
lamic Liberation Fromt., A bill on the
creation of an expanded Bangsamoro
homeland, @ prereguisite for the
peace agreement. however, did not
pass muster in Congres:, [t will await
scrutiny by @ new Congress which
will convene in June after national
elections on May 9,

in the 1990s, a peace agreement
was worked out with the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Fronr (MNLF)
which led ¢ the crearion of the ex-
isting ARMM {Autonomous Region

The MILF is o« breakaway faction of the
MNLE

Breakaway factions

The MILF is now also beset by breakaway
factions. one of them the Bangsamora Is-
lamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF)

There are also reports new rebel
groups inspired by the exiremely violent
Islamic State (iS) are beginning 1o take

The killing fast year of the Malavsian er-
rorist Zulldfli bin Hir alias Marwan. I Ma-
masapano, Maguindanac. indicatcd links
berween Islamic rebe} fighters i the Philip-
pines and neighboring Indonesia and
Malaysia.

Mrwar was believed to be & member of
the southeast Asian terror group Jemaakh Is-
lamivah's central command. AFP; Julie

Aurelio

i
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e p m. Thursday g
te ‘The report added the soldiers were

conductmg combat patrols when they
1d 30 suspecbed ASG

- ol Ahajariand Arkam Udjaman. -
- Asthe govemmenttroops gave: chase
- _oftheﬂeemgband;ts they dx.scoveredthe

two ASG c:ampas n smo Mabusmg
~The government did not sufter any

casualty during the ﬂgbtmg

" Arrojado said one ofthe Lamps was

'capabie of housing 50 persons while the
other camp; which Wwas captur ed by the
11th Scoiit Ranger Company,:could ac-
commodate about 100 inviduals.

- The-troops also. seized . 3. rocket~
.-_propelied grenade, an M utomatlc
“rifle with 45, rounds and assorted’

provisions.. LA
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Test case for rights abuse
From the Mindanao Times (Mar 12): Soldier, 3 others relieved as video of abuse becomes viral

THE 10th Infantry Division ordered to relieve a soldier and three militiamen who reportedly
tortured a Tagakaulo famer in Barangay Demoloc in- Malita, Davao Occidental last Feb. 18

The Philippines is a signatory to the United Nations Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel. Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. As a signatory to this treaty, the state

has the duty to respect and implement this covenant.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of 10th Infantry Division, said they were shocked and
saddened by the actions of their soldier and SCAAs perpetrated against Mr. Orlando 'Kaido' Engo,
52. and his two grandsons as shown in a Facebook post.

In'a facebook post yesterday afternoon; Batchar sajd: “Pursuant to ‘Articles of War 70, Cpl Sandy
Batolbatol and four SCAAs who are possibly involved in the said rcident are now ptaced undert
arrest by the Commander of 72nd Infantry Battation at their headquarters at'Camp Gen Manuel T
Yan Sr, Barangay Tuboran, Mawab, Compostela Valley Province. They shall be restricted to
barracks to insure their appearance’ while the Investigation is on-going.

« A of now, the names of the four SCAAs are being withheld until the investigation has clearly
astabhished their involvement in said incideiit. Dug process of law shail be sirictly observed in the
investigation and when evidence warrants, they will be prosecuted with the full force of military
justice, including trial by Courts-Martial. The soldier and the CAAs are subject to military laws,

“The command further reiterates that the investigation will not prejudice any investigation that
maybe.conducted by other agencies and shall make available the soldier and CAAs for such
investigation.” : - '

Spokesperson of Bayan-SMR Sheena Duazo said they condemn the violation perpetrated by the soldier
and militiamen to the farmer whom they accused of being the mastermind in robbing a small store. She
said that it was a clear violation of the law and they deserved to be punished for what they did to a civilian

in the community.

Bayan was one of the first organizations informed of the incident.

Batchar said ““we are further enraged by their acts as described by Father Joey Ganio
Evangelista, MJ of Malita Tagakauio Mission in the said post.”

The division has directed the commander of the 72nd Infantry Battalion to relieve Sgt. Sandy Batolbatol
and the three militiamen from their detachment in Barangay Demoiloc.

Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia, division commander, also ordered to the soidier to custody pending the
investigation to determine the appropriate punishment.

The internal investigation, he said, will not prejudice any other probe that other agencies might conduct.
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“We want to assure everyone that the 10iD does not and will not condone or tolerate any abusive
behavior of our troops including the Cafgu Active Auxiliaries, especially violations of people’s
rights,”Batchar said.

“Wae therefore urge everyone to report abuses commitied by our soldiers and CAAs,”he added,
*Radt d8sured that we shall gromiptiy gnd dpproprigtely act on these réports.”

in the MindaNews report, Orlando was falsely accused of sending his 14-year-oid grandson, lan, to steal
from a store in Sitic Matamis.

Fetched by the father of the store owner and three SCAA miliiamen at his house on the morning of that
day, Kaido proceeded to the barangay hall but was brought directly instead to the SCAA detachment

where Batolbatol was waiting for him.

Kaido's son and fan were also at the detachment. Batolbato! accused Kaido of masterminding the theft in
Matamis.

When Kaido denied the accusation the sergeant started beating the frail-framed Kaido with a piece of
wood hitting his behind.

After hitling him 10 times, Batolbatol ordered lan to beat up his grandfather; the boy complied.

i ater, it was the turn of the SCAA militiamen.

They hit Kaido on the head with a piece of wood. They repeatedly hit him with their fists on his side, on
the chest and stomach.

Not satisfied with beating up Kaido, the mifitiamen placed ice under both his armpits, in his trousers by his
bottoms and his groin. They then poured ice cold water on his whole body .

Unable o take anymore, Kaido agreed o sign a document admitting to having sent his grandson to steal
from the store. He was reteased soon after that.

On the evening of that same day, Kaido, together with his daughter-in-law, proceeded to Malila fo file a
police report as well as have himself examined by a doctor.

According to the doctor's report, Kaido had a 5cm [aceration on his head, “contusion hematoma anterior
chest, sweiling hematoma at left wrist, and hematoma at buttocks area.”

Kaido has asked the help of the Mission.

At the Barangay hearing on Wednesday, Batolbatol offered Kaido P50,000 and his old motorcycie; the
barangay officials at the hearing were allegedly pressuring Kaido to accept.

Kaido refused the offer saying he wanted the case sefttled in court.

This could be a test case for the AFP in ensuring that their soldiers follow the law and do not
resort to human rights viclations such as the use of torture and other acts that strip civilians of

their humanity.

htip://mindanaotimes nevtest-case-for-rights-abuse/
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MILF) was mvoived ifi the series H1s ‘i)roth_e A :
: : gsin the provmce for~ Jinked to the kidnapping of .Hong-.”
'-(Metro Manila) said.: . The incident. happened_m Ba—- -"'the pastyears. - Nwi Seong, a 73-year»oid Korean.
" Major Felimon Tan, spokesman of Tanigay. Singkilon, Naga, Zambo: .- Among.others he was tagged as"_- : -busmessman in 2015, '
the Armed Forces of the Phﬁlppmesf : anga Slbugay at amund 8 amon’ '_'responmble in the abducnon of R s ' FERNAN MARASIGAN

s "Ca.mp Aguma!do " Quezon Cxty and’che Ehocal'pohce

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 jf

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thal is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

¢ Mmarch 2016

EVESP!RITGHNQUIRERNORTHE ' i.UZ

&

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com -~ Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thal is @ source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.ammy2012@gmail.com~ Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

]L} March 2016

MALACANANG PHOTO

NEWSOLDIERS - Philipp "."."_M’-!'_ta”A_cad?mY_F‘."dgﬁs. toss their shakos in the air after their graduation
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g 'speech
U You are the smal}est PMA

- than 20,200 “applied for a spot

“an - achievement.

months ‘the: 2016 natxonal eiec- passed all stanidards,” he said;”

tions will take place Your. duty

as new mlhtary;ofﬁce:s istoen-  sixthclass to graduate under his

administration where - “good
‘gavernance, - honesty and in-
tegnty re1gned in the bureau~

ceracy”

The new

er? because ‘one Vot =
world of dxfference,”he g “said “vouwould: face” chal
lenges and temptations.”

' “T believe in our soldiers: The _
- “What standards do you use

progress made’ because of
‘Daang -~ Matuwid" (Straight to help you decide? If you can

[

L Patl‘l) could not have been pos-- '

- sible withotut yOur support. We
ple: Ask yourselves Wil whatI

-am about to do help the pubhc?
“How many would" benefit or
- would be hurt by’ my act:ons?”’
. “Mr. Aqumo saxd '-

“class’ since the 1960s. More

_ “are all aware Wwe have a 1ole to
- playin the deveIopment of this -
_cotuntry,” Mr Aqumo sazd in hls .

_at PMA and only 63 stdnd be--

i fore'-me-today-,?o ‘e, this was®
“Youwete .
weighed and measured and you..

He $aid Gabay Laya was the-

e “When you leave PMA ” he'

“should also examine their con-
science when' they come to a

“point wher' they start to believe
that they are” always nght or

that they are better than everyf-

oneelse”

“Is in- all of your hands
should ~ demoeracy . remain

- strong, or society returns to the
‘dark period of our history filled
with abuse ancl m}usnce A h‘e
' sald ' :

“'He said Gabay ':'Laya : gradu— !

"ates had the power to ensure

“an environment of peace and
unity, or a return to a world
where o one cotild be trusted.”
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o far_e and thezr capamty to pro- - umts for soldf' “and policemen,

_ByGabﬂel Cardinoza
d thas

":tmn Whére he also commis-
n. - sioned the new graéuates as
up. 61 3'78 housmg AFPofficers. .7

‘atnuch-improved Armed Forees - most
of the Philippines, thanks to-ef- - H
'forts to’ 1mprove soldiers’ wei-_ ‘haid’

: The Premdent said he had '

Vvery poor impressions Fabotit the
state of the military when he'ds-
sumed his post as Commander

in’ Chief in 2010 because some
soldiers used . “fast-food’ mer--
'_chand}smg” as backups dunng

sensmve operatlons

He said soldiers had fo “adapt'

and overcome” these 10315{1(:&1
chailenges

pnce for the eqmpment Weé pro-

‘vide the soldiers is nothmg to

joke about,” he said.
" 'Hésaid a secondhand C-130

-'-cargo plane cost:upto$40:mil-;
Tion (P18 b11110n), “which, he .
" by ensuring good goveriiance,
‘e can say that every sétor was

‘noted, ‘was “equivalent fo the
cost of buﬂdmg 109 school
buildings.”

Mr Aqumo said govemance in-

I

- “To be frank with you ‘the .

volved establishing a balance be-
twéen what the military requires

and what other sectors need.: .

“Let us remernbér that more
than 20 percent of our popula-
tion was zmpovenshed when. I
started my administration.: But

assisted. No one was left be—

tind,” he said. .
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szoned Army_2nd Lt George :

- Bernard Garcia to ¢atch ap W|th
“his brothers, Air Force 15t Lt
“John'Melvin Garcia; who' tame”
. fromi Cavite province, and Arr A
nd Lt Jerson Garcia, whofiew

qt _
on'the list of graduates Instead -
of rsd:cuie agoatis accorded re-

spect for str;vmg fo beat all udds:-'_
_ -

uf the’: Eass '

]ust 6 graduates _ from Basifan province. -
" The actual graduatzen cere : :'_"21 on March 14 - “We are very protd ofthe
ny was held yesterday. LAY Beinga p;lot was m ‘achiievemant of our youngest i
“But Gabay Laya had many more i-._hood_c_iream Torres said: o - sald John Metvsn of Class of .~

%
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drives a jeepney. for a lwmg

ly incomies of from P10,000%0 - - Abiqui said in £
© P18,000. Only 10'graduates have speech “Like yau ‘We hei isve

- Lay _members-havéunempioye -~ family incomes exceedmg talking peace is :mpartant Ihe-
7 P30 00Camonth, - lieve a peacefu societyisa pro-

Nine graduates are chuidren - gressive saciety, free from op- .
of farmers, ning have parents ~  pression and abuse; and a socr-'
who are government emplay? - ety that does not io!era’fe v o— '

~-ees. One has a motherwho . fence and greed. o

PMA sheet says 10 Gabay

L ' i
‘ ] '
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_ﬁBy Chrsstme F__Herrera and Sandy Arane’ta

“THE famzlzes of the latest gmduates of the Ph:lzppme Mz?ztary

Acadermy were notiteably cold to Presiderit Benigno Aquino”. -
- IIT but greeted Vice President Jejornar Binay with warm.

: applause during the acadermy’s gradvation rites at Foﬂ'

: Gregon_’ del Pila, Baguio City on Sunday.

Some.'reianves of the-graduates
said Aquino was greeted with si-"
fence when he was introduced be--

‘cause they still remembered how
the President allegedly mishandled

“the massacre of 44 members of the:
: _PNP Spec;ai ‘Action Porce in Mama- -
- $3pano,. Magumdanao fmote than 2

'_year ago. -

*'When, asked in ad’ ambush mter—-
view for his reactiori to the lack of

[

“hwarm welcome for the Presxdent :
“Binay sitnply smiled and refuséd 1o

‘comment. Both Aquino and Bihay
attended the graduationi ceremonies
of the Gabay Laya Class of 2016.

It just happened: We did not talkﬁ;

’about it fbeforehand] ‘Deep in out’
Hearts. e’ fear- that our children
"~ would be’ deployed anywhere in the'

country and we are scared that what
happened to the SAP 44 would befali'. :
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our children,” said a PMA graduate’s . :
in’ chpmo : It is:in: your _hands.

-mother, who refused to be Ident;ﬁed

stie was' stire: that he would be pive
dangerous assignments: nnmedxatel'

“iwhat: happened in Mamasapan om
fears are real” ghé said.

. The 44 SAE members vere killed”
“on Jan, 25 last year during 4 covert

_operation to captute Malaysian ter-

torist and bomb-raaker Marwan and.
“his Filipino accomplice Basit Usman;
" Meanwhile,  Aquino- reminded the ...
_ PMA graduates not to ipdulge it poimcs 5

ity is, at all tihes;
supreme over:the? m}htary Thé

= “Ttisimportant 10 always remain....

fieutral when it comes to politics,”

said. Aqumo ma bpeech dehvered-

Arinied Forces‘of the Philippines is
the protector-of the people and the
State. It's goal is to secure the sover-

. eignty of theState and the: integrity of
*._the national territory,”said Aquino.:

-Binay;  meanwhile, commended
has fellow Ibanag, Cadet First: Class

- Kristian Daeve, Geiacm Ab1qui who_ _
_toppedthe class.fnmn i
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The National Newspaper

US army explosives
found in La Union

BY VICTOR REYES " =

'A LARGE cache of explosi{rés

with the markings “US Corps of
Engineers” was found at the shore-
line of Luna town in La Union.

Luna town police investigator
SPO2 Aniceto Aragon said the
explosives were discovered by
Marcel Nelmida last Friday while
scavenging at the shores of Baran-
gay Magallanes.

Aragon sald Nelmida, 40, was
collecting recyclable materials in
the area when he saw his son, Jus-
tin, playing with a rounded object.

Aragon said Nelmida checked

the object and saw it bore mark-
ings of “high explosives” TNT,”
“1/2 pound,” and “USA Corps of
Engineers™

Aragon said Nelmida checked
the arez where his son found the
object and saw some more explo-
sives, which were covered by sand,
prompting him to report the mat-
ter to the local police,

“Nu’'ng tiningnan ng ama,
marami pala, so ang ginawa niya,
tnabunan muna ng lupa at saka
nagreport samin,” said Aragon.

Aragon said the Luna police

See US ARMY > Page B6

Page:

bl

The explosives are currently in the
custody of the PNP regional office
in La Union for safekeeping, Aragon
could not immediately say if coor-
dination was already made with U5
authorities about the recovery of the

explosives. — Victor Reyes

Aragon could sot immediately
say how the explosives got into

the area. )
“Hindi namin alamm. Dating mataas

‘yung lupa dun, ngayon dahil sa pag-
kuhz ng bato, bumaba nang bumaba
“yung lupa dun,” he said.

US ARMY

station later coordinated with the Ex-
plosives and Ordnance Disposal of
the PNP Tlocos regional police office
swhich later retreved 2 total of 88 pieces

of explosives.

yii
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more recruits,” Luwaran.com cited the
: .- Swiss envoy’s statement.

“Many if not all young Moros were - - . Murad and some members of the
expecting that the Bangsamero Ques- . MILF Central Comumittee Welcemed the
tion and Conflict th Mindanao could ' '_vxsxtmg dlpiomat" a
finalty be resolved and aliow the
Bangsamoro to govern them-
selves through the passage of
the Bangsamoro law, but it did
not come out to be that way as

be attracted to radicalism as an alterna-
o tive to the peace process.” . -
¢ wiss Ambassador Andrea Re-
iehlin visited the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front’s (MILF’s)
Camp Dsarapanan in Sultan
Kudarat Maguindanao, last Thursday
and met with the rebel group’s leader,
Chairman Al-Hajj Murad Ebrahim.
Camp Darapanan, which can be

reached in an hour or so'by car from
Cotabato City, is the MILF's Adminis-
trative Base and also its Peace Panels
secretariat office.

During their meeting, Ebrahim reit-  shared Murad’s concerns.
erated his warning that Moro young men “For her part, Ambassador
run the risk of becoming radical after  Reichiin shares the MILF's con-
Congress failed to pass the proposed  cernthatextremists and radical

Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL).

- Asreported on Luwaran.com, Murad
told the top diplomat of Switzerland in-
the Philippines that “Moro youths might ©

expected,” the MILF chieftain

said.

The MILF"s official online
portal reported that Reichlin

groups may capitalize (on) the
frustration of the people, espe-
cially the Bangsamoro, over the
. non-passage of the BBL.to gain

Reichlin assured the MILF of her
country's continued support to the peace
process between the Philippine Govern-
ment (GPH) and the MILFE

She expressed hope for the faithful

(CAB; signed by GPH and MILE and the
basis for the BBL.

Murad assured Reichlin of the
MIL¥'s constancy on the peace process
ag it is still hopeful and determined as

implementationofthe 2014  ever in the preservation of the gains of
Comprehensive Agree- the over 17 years search for peace in
ment on the Bangsamoro  Mindanao.
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China to put up maritime court

BELJING-~China plans o set up an “inter-
national maritime judicial center” to help
protect the country’s sovere; gnty and rights
at sea, its top judge said on Sunday.

Giving a work report at the annual mee-
ing of China's largely rubber-stamp pailis-
ment, Chief Jusrice Zhou Qiang said courts
across China were working to implement
the naticnal Strategy of building the coun.
Uy into a “maritime power”

“TWel musr resolutely safeguard China’e
national sovereignry, maritime rights ang
other core interests,” Zhou said. “I'wel
mast improve the work of maritime courts
and build an internaticnal maritime judi-
clal center.”

He gave no details on when the judicial
center may start working, where it would
be located or whar kinds of cases it would
accept.

Chira disputes a group of uninhabjted
islets with Japan in the East Ching Sea, and
also claims most of the South Ching Sea.
The Philippines, Taiwan, Malavsia, Viei-

nam and Brunei have competing claims

there.

The Philippines has lodged a case in an
arbitration court in The Hague on ns dis-
pute with China in the South China Sea, an-
gering China which has said it would ot
participate.

China’s increasingly assertive claime in
the South China Sea, along with its rapidly
modernizing Navy, have rarted nerves
zround the region.

Zhou said sbout 16,000 mariime cases
were heard by Chinese courts last vear, the
most in the world. China has the largest num-
ber of maritime courrs giobally, he added,

Zhou pointed to 2 2014 case in & south-
eastern China maritime court involving a
collision between a Chinese trawler and a
Panama-flagged cargo ship in waters neay
the islets China disputes with Japar in the
East Chinz Sea.

The case. which was ended via media-
tion, clearly showed China's Jjurisdiction
over the region, he said. Reurers
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ride; the momeri_tam of _‘
-thelr 71 66 win mfGame

the P2M pot

years ago at the e,xpeme'

ot

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-3555 Locai: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local; 5285, 5285

“Roque arrived simultariedts Wlth Oranza; .
‘who finighed second for the day and third-~
placer Jan Paul Morales 4t the end of the swel
tering 0, 2-kilometer mtenmn a Megaworld :

day; fell to ifth overall with 13 points;
Lomotos and Lim finished ‘with a big wave
. of riders, a]most three n'unutes behmd Roque

The trio raised the - Jolning 1 that g‘roup were Juhus Mark Bonzo
erossed the line in one hou:, severy’ mmutes _George Oconer and Jerry Aquino Jr. of Team

LBC/MVP along with Navy‘ riders Lloyd Lucien

* Reynanit shia’ Carifio and Jhon’ Mark
- Cammgao PR

-Roqte, Oranza and Morales’ broke away

: early and niever really gave other chailengers a
- "chance with the help of Reynante, Camingad
and Carifio, who controlfed” the pace of the

chase pack throughout.

. Denpis Nebres, who ﬁgureci in.a crash near
" the finish in-Stage -1, James Paolo Ferfas of
©Team: EBG/MVE Nelben L. Villafuerte. and
" Yadu 'Salvacion: borbed out’ of the Tace,

sheinking the field o 30tiders.. -

- Tomorrow’s third stage promises a spzmt
finish after a mostly flat 122.35-km course
from Uoilo to Roxas City while Stage 4 on
Thursday is an individual time trial. '

A9
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PMA valedictorian: A 3-year-old kid's dream comes true
From Rappler (Mar 13): PMA valedictorian: A 3-year-old kid's dream comes true

From a toddier amazed by military vehicles, Kristian Dave Abiqui is now a fuil-fledged soldier, graduating
at the fop of the PMA Gabay-Laya Class of 2016

It was a dream that started when he was only 3 years oid, a tiny toddler who was amazed by military
vehicles and equipment on display at Fort Gregorio Del Pilar in Bagiuo City.

More than two decades later, Kristian Dave Abiqui stood before the Borromeo Fieid inside the Philippine
Military Academy (PMA), a grown man of 23, the top graduate of the "Gabay-Laya" Class of 20186,

His father, Efren Abiqui, remembers that moment like it was yesterday,

"Nakita niya 'vung mga armored cars na naka display, mga arms. Sabi niva, 'Dad, picture picture!’ So
pinaupo namin doon habang nagpapicture siva. Then nung pumasok kamj sa foob, nakakifa siva ng
kadete. That time, sabi niva, Daddy, picture picture,” the older Abiqui fold Rappler on the sidelines of his
son's graduation on Sunday, March 13. (He saw the armored cars on display, the arms toc. He said: Dad,
take a picture! So we sat him down to take a picture. When we entered the camp, he saw a cadet. Again,

he asked me {o take a picture.)

"Habang lumalaki siya, kapag nagscascan siva ng pictures, parang may interest siya sa pagiging
uniformed man," added the class topnotcher's father. (As he grew up and looked at those photos again, it
seemed fike he had an interest in being a uniformed man.)

It wasn't always an easy decision to make, for Kristian Dave, his father, or his mother. The younger Abigui
was already a junior at the University of the Philippines in Los Bafios, taking up civil engineering, when he
finally decided to take a leap in 2011 and join the military,

"I's a crossroads when | was in college. [ was ideal back then and t also wanted to instili change in our
country and | think the armed forces is one of the most stable institutions to have my own circle of
influence as a junior officer," Abiqui, surrounded by family and friends, told media after the graduation

rights.

What pushed him to finally enter the military? "This is a once in a lifetime opportunity so hindi ko ma let go

yung opportunity na yun, baka next time walfa na,” he said.
{I couldn't let go of this opportunity because it might not be there the next time.)

Abiqui is set to join the Navy as a second lieutenant at a crucial time - tensions between the Philippines
and China over the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea) are rising, even in the midst of an arbitration

try by government officials.
"The Navy is the service of the future. Makikifa natin (It's clear) that we're an archipelagic country sc we
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will need a strong Navy,” said Abigui.

As in all graduations, Sunday was a bittersweet moment for Abiqui and his ciassmates, members of the
smallest class the military has seen in decades. As he spoke during his valediclory address, Abigui waxed
nostalgic, leaving messages of thanks to officials in the academy and words of encouragement for his

underclassmen.

it was a bittersweet moment too for his parents, who will have to bid goodbye to their only son, as he
begins a career in the armed forces. Abigui would fater admit his chosen career in the military remains a

bitter pili to swallow for both his parents,

But his father, a technician at the Department of Public Works and Highways in Tuguegarao City, sees it
differently. "Kapag kontrahin mo yung interest nila, mag-iiba yung way nila. So this time, moral support
ang i-aano namin sa kanya," said the older Abigui. {If you go against their interests, they'll stray. So this

time, we offer ali our moral support.)

hitp//www . rappler.com/nation/1 25662-pma-2018-valedictorian-profile-kristian-dave-abiqui

Posted by Retired Analyst at 11:46 AM No comments:
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Aquino hits 2 ‘anti-BBL senators' at PMA graduation

From Rappier (Mar 13} Aquino hits 2 ‘anti-BBL senators’ at PMA graduation

President Benigno Aquino Il does not identify the senators, who he says blocked the Bangsamoro Basic Law and
failed fo offer alternafives

BBL. President Benigno Aguino Il raises the issue of the proposed Bangsarmoro Basic Law as he speaks before the
Philippine Military Academy {PMA) Class of 2016. Photo by Marcelino Pascua/Malacafiang Photo Bureau

BAGUIO, Philippines I his last hurrah before the Philippine Military Acadeny (PMA), President Benigno
Aguino Il did not hold back from hifting “two senators” who, he said, got in the way of a long-awaited peace
deal between the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF).

Standing onstage alongside family and friends of the PMA Gabay-Layz Class_of 2016 and ranking officials of the
mifitary and govermnmaent, Aquino highlighted the hard life of the uniformed services in times of confiict.

"Alam po natin ang kasabihan, ang kasundaluhan ang huling magnanais na magkaroon ng kaguluhan. Sila nga ang
unang sasabak sa hidwaan, sila ang unang mag-sasakripisyo at sila ang unang malalagay sa peligro,” Aquino said
on Sunday, March 13, during his address at the Class of 2018's graduation in Baguio City. {We're alf famifiar with the
saying that it's the armed forces that desire conflict the least. They're exposed to war, they're the first to sacrifice,

they're the first to be put in danger.)

The Agquino govemment, said the President, took measures to end decades of conflict in parts of Mindanao.

"Nariyan po ang panawagan ng Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL ), kasama na ang Framework Agreement at

Corriprefrernisive Aqreemernt on the Banqsamora, Harigad ngtin: iradghatid ng Kataroyrqar, Kdpavapaar, dat
kaunfaran sa Bangsamoro, Ang masakit po, may dalawang mivembro ng Senado na tahasang hinarang ang
BBL,” Aquing said. (There's the BBL, the Framework Agreement, and the Comprehensive Agreement on the
Bangsamoro. Our goal: to bring justice, peace, and development to the Bangsamoro. Unfortunately, two

members of the Senate actively biocked the passage of the BBL.)

The proposed BBL would have paved the way for the creation of a new autonomous region in Muslim Mindanao, the
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resuit of years of pegotiations between his govemment and the MiL.F. Both the Aquino govemment and the rebel
group had said its passage would lead to peace in war-torn areas of Mindanao.

Aquina had hoped —~ and vowed — that the proposed measure would pass before his term ended, a timeline that
seemed possible up until January 23, 2015, when more than 60 Filipinos, including 44 efite police commandos, died

during clashes n Mamasapano town in Maguindanao.

Police forces were pinned down in hours-long clashes against MILF fighters, members of the breakaway
Bangsamoro istamic Freedom Fighters, and private armed groups. The Mamasapano clash triggered anti-88L
sentiments among lawmakers and the public, and cast doubt on the MILF's role in the peace dea.

{READ: With BBL 'dead’, Aquing to strengthen Mindanao peace gains)

Up until Congress was adjourned, the Aguino administration had hoped for the measure's passage.

(READ: Blame absentee, indifferent lawmakers for failed BBL)

“Dito ko naalala ang mga sinasabi ng mga matatanda — sige, mafiwanag na ayaw mo. Ano naman ang gusfo mo?
Ang dalawang miyembro ito ng Senado naiwan nalang sa ayaw, na walang nilalatag na mas mainam na solusyon.
Kayo na nga po ang humusga kung sino sa atin ang nagkulang af sinc naman ang tumotoo sa inyo," acdded the
President. (During times like these, | remember what old people say: Okay, you don't fike this. But what do you
want? These two members of the Senate lefl it at ‘| don’t want it' but didn't even offer an altemative. | leave you to

judge who failed and who fulfilled his promise to you.)

Aquino did not name the two senators but could have alluded to a handful of members of the Senate, most
of which happen to be candidates in the 2018 national elections.

There's Senator Ferdinand:Marcos Jrywho chairs the Senate commitfee on local-government: At east two
senators — Alan Peter Cayetario and Joseph Victor Ejercito = withdrew their Signiatures from tie biilin the
aftermath of the clash,

(READ: Cardinal Quevedo on BBL: 'Paace on the altar of politics”

Senator Grace Poe, meanwhile, chaired the committee that probed the deadly clash.

The draft committee report questioned whether the government should continue its deal with the MILF, noting that
the group "refuse(d) to submit the findings of its internal investigations into the incident or disclose the identities of

those invoived in the massacre.”

The MILF eveniually released the findings of its probe into the clash but has thus far not released a list of names of
members involved.

Marcos and Cayetano are vice presidential candidaies while Poe 1s running for president.

{READ: Next administration must push BBL ~ Deles)

Agquino was in Baguio City on Sunday for activities refated o his two jobs — as the sitling president and the chairman
of the ruling Liberal Party. in the moming, Aguino graced the PMA graduation and in the afternoon, led a
proclamation rally of his anointed candidates ~ bets of the LP-led "Daang Matuwid" coalition - in the city.
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Aguino's anointed candidate, |.P standard-bearer Manuel "Mar® Roxas 1, is also in the region for a series of
campaign activities in Benguet province, Mountain Province, and Baguio City.

hitp /iwww rappler. com/nation/1 25674-aguino-anti-bbl-senators-pma-graduation
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