Army Vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride
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Tbey couldn t c&zll fbemselves panday m ﬁom‘ of PNoy

By lnqu:rer Northern Luzon

DAGUPAN CITY—They efef to them-

" selves as the ariginal “panday” and have
liked being identified with the Filipino
“komiks” character popularized-by the -~
late movie actor Fernando Poedr. 7

But theword panday was somethmg

the blacksmiths of Sitio Pandayan i

~earshot of F'resw&eﬂt Aqumo when he dIS—
< “tributed grants and equipmenttothe - -
s backyard enterpnses of Pangasman
- pravince oh Maonday.
- Thetestimonial speech prepared by
-Aliguas Blacksmith Workers Assoclation .

.~ their inspiration. The group received

' Mw aa wxff 54 /ﬁAf/lft;’-' ,4;?4#'
VO #i LANG ﬁ/éﬂﬁ/ﬂ w/!//

{Abwa) waould have described:Pogas

Calasiao 'iOWl’E couicﬁ not say wuthm gatiel ¢

1 FrompagEAl

; Department m‘ Trade and Endustry s Shared
Service Facitities (5SF) prmects

But Abwa was asked not to mention “Pan-
23 cooperatives in 18 towns in Pangasman

 P48-M school building

day” or Poa. “[Saying Panday or FPJina .
presidential event] would have promoted
the presidential candidacy of the actor's .
daughter, Sen. Grace Poe,” according to an
cfficial who was pnvy to the preparatlcn of
“Uthe program e

. Pandayan commumty _
lnthespeech Ruben Magaiong the
group’s SSF project coordinator, referred

only to the community, Pandayan, which got

sts name from the work of blacksmiths or

“nagpapanday.”
Many famiies in the village have converted

their backvards:into workshops-which churn: -
. “out hundreds of “boio” of different shapes and -

" sizes each day. They have been engaged in
this business for the past 70 years.

Backyard blacksmithing was started in
Pandayan before World War I} by two
brothers, accordmg to Bernardo Roy, who
gave an interview in 2011 before he died.”
Roy said one of the brothers was his
grandfather,

Magafong said Calasiao Mayor Mark Roy -
Macanlalay organized Abwa,

‘ i 2013, the blacksmiths were granted P1.2
! million worth of welding maghines, metal cut-

"_.}_P496 Qzaworth of eqmpmentunderthe :

THEY/ A8

G _ﬁoﬁ machines, forgmg Hammers and other
ﬁeqmpment “that we could not aﬁord because
. they are expensive,” he said.

* Or Monday, Mr. Aguino turned gver P1 5 B
mitiion worth of S5F grants and eduipment to

He also inaugurated a P48- mlBIOi’! schm}l

building shortly before attending a campaign -
-=sortie of the:iberal Party in Urdaneta City. He...
* inspected the bullding's 24 classrooms; wh;c%z
could accommodate more than * ODO s’fu

dents.

Accompanying hirt was Cras’[mo Nagmat

 chair of the Philippine Amusement and Gam- .

ing Corp. (Pagcor) who turned over state-run
building to officials of the Department of Eéu-

cation.
“This is betier than spendmg P? bl”an on

“coffee, Mr-Aguino said; referrmg foihecon:

troversial Pagcor expenses for coffee during
the administration of then President Glorid
Racapagal-Arroyo.

Emmanuel Diaz, head of the Departrnent of
Piiblic Warks and Highways district office
here, said Pagcor had funded 25 schoot build-
ings in eastern Pangasinan towns.

“We are now constructing more than 700
clagsrooms It 20 schools worth about P417
million,” Diaz said. Reporis from Yolanda
Sotelo, Gabriel Cardinoza and Johanne Mar-
garette Macob, Inquirer Northern Luzon -
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Young, old, aﬁmg Seﬂmors
recount memories of}mfy

By Chrfstme 0 Avendano |

SOME of them may be aﬂmg and gray, o

but the colleagues ‘of former Senate
President Jovito Salonga had né trou-
blé summoning memories about him

during-a necrologlcal semce helé at =
* declared in‘a quivering voice:

the Senate yesterday. ©

-'The Senate on. Tuesday pald trlbute '

g Chalr of the Preszdential Commxss:ori

on Good Government served as Sen-
date President froin 1987 to 1991,
" “The work goes on, the cause en-

duires, the. hopes still ‘Tive and ‘the

dream shall never die. Uncle Jovy shall
never die,” former Sen’Rene Sagu_lsag

© Saguisdg; who was ona wheeichmr

. ---Sagmsag added;

-suly
Guingona Jr., Ernesto Maceda Jr., Jose'

OFFICEQF THE AR

A

‘1o Salonga’ who--passed away on 3
. March 10 at the age ‘of 95. The first

From pagé Al

himto get into polmcs despxte h;s desire to
¢ remain a “comimon Iawyer "

They were together in the &th Congress
which voted against the continued stay of US
mdfitary bases in the cc-um:ryon Sept 16 1991

Among Salonga’s coileagues who at-

tended the necrological rites were for-
‘mer Senators Edgardo Angara, Wigberto

Tafiada, Leticia Shahani; Saturnina Ra-
Aquﬂmo Punentei Jr., . Teofisto

Lina, Vie Ziga, Alfredo Lxm and Heherson
Alvarez.. .

senator and now Mantmlupa representative

Meanmgfui life

Salonga lived a 'h}eanmgful and pur:

-posefui life” and was a “man of deep faith”
- who practiced law in the dark days of mar-
© tial law, Tafiada said, adding that Salonga

was deposed as Senate President a few
months after leading the historic vote
agaist the US bases. .

Although he lost the 1992 presn:lentzal
race to Fidel Ramos, Salonga continued to
serve as a “citizen of conscience” when he
established groups such as Kilosbayan,
Taflada said,

During his term, the Senate was “gener-
ally tranquil” like its leader, Angara recalled
of Szlonga.

He was an “inspirational and very hum-
ble leader” under whose Ieadershlp the
health and education system in the coun-
fry had been strengthened, Angara
added,

Sen. Loren Legarda, who said she never

5

- Also present was Rodolfo Blazon ‘a former
“mung bago sanh (country before self) ¥ He

caddady

sa:d it was’ Sannga who tonvinced

YOUNG/ A8

got a chance to serve under Salonga’s

leadership, recounted how she became
close to himas a Journahst and later, as a
senator. .

‘Country before self’
She consulted Salonga when the Sen-

~“dte ‘tackled the PH-US Visiting Forces
‘Agreement.

She subsequently voted
-against the treaty in the Senate. Legar-
da said, adding that Salonga should al-

-80 be credited for her advocacy on the

environment,

In his eulogy, Senate Presxdent Franklin
Drilon summed up Salonga’s life by quoting
a line from the movie on Gen. Antonio Lu-
na. The late official lived the words, “Bayan

by honor, hu-
mility and integrity,” the Senate President
said of Salonga.

Drilon also credited Salonga for recruit-
ing him to the Liberal Party, where he is
ROW it5 vice chair.
~ “To belong to the same institution and
politica] party with this giant of a man is in-
deed a great honor,” he added.

Drilon led the senators in presenting to
Salongas heirs Senate Resolution No. 118

“expressing the profound sympathy and
sincere condolence(s) of the Senate to a
great statesman.”

Salonga’s son Esteban spoke on behalf
of his siblings and their families and pro-
fusely thanked the Senate for honoring
his father.

“Thank you for gmng us an opportunity

~ to hear wonderful stories (about) our fa-

ther,” said the younger Salonga.

1 6285, 5295
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' d1ffereﬁt areas i "n-
morning, but fnrtunately cause ) _
sualties; the military s’Souther  Ew -
Command (SOLCOM: saids :
“1,t" Ger. Ricardo R Visaya, SOL- '
COM chief, said the xpiosmns that '
happened’ betWeen d'pm:
were identifiedas unprev&s'e
demces (EDs).

‘Colonel Fernando R Tmmdad
=€ hlef of the Philippine Ariry's 908td
“Infantry igade, “gaid the first: explo=

sion: happened at 4 am. i “Barangay -
anga Tlsont; Masbate; followed by 5
amm. in Barangay Tunga, Esperanza,
Masbate; and thent. ‘fiext at 7:10 am. at
Lovirig Forest Memorial ‘Gardenon the
National HkghwaymBarangayMal inta,
Masbate City; and the last at 715 am.
on the National Highway in Purok 5
¥ _Barangay ‘Tabuc, Moko, - Masbate
Tliverhese explosions ; are propaganda
tacttcs to sow fear t0 the people.” said
Trinidad, who confirmed that no one
was hurtasa result of the exploswns

Visaya said these explosions are
hkely part of the NPA's markmg of 1ts
anniversary on March 29:

He assured that Army uinits ifi the
isiand province are doing their best to
ensure the safety of the Masbatefos
against the NPA's abuses and ferror

acts.

_“The NPA is a diminishing group in
Southern Luzon, as such; they resort
to terror acts like these IED expiosmns
to project that they are still strong;”
Visaya said.

i At present there are 36 NPAS bemg
\ hunted by SOLCOM units in Masbate

. e it TR

province, reports said.
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ZAMBOAN(JA CITY
~Two Army mtdhgeh%:e S
operatives were killed in an
ambush by su‘;peci:ed Abu
Sayyaf bandits in Patlkul
Sulu yesterday. :

* The victims were on their
way to Barangay Buhanginan
when they were waylaid in

Sitio Tibongbong in Barangay

Igasan at past 8 a.m;; said
Brig: Gen. Alan Arrojado,
commander of Joint Task
Group Sulu.

Arrojado said the identities
of the victims have been
withheld pending notification
of their families.

saﬁ%»;s'

__ByBGEL PARENO

A certain Morasil
Mud]ahzrm reportediy led.

the group of Abu Sayyaf
'banchts :

Arruqado said respondmg .
troops from the 10th Infantry
Battalion did not capture the |
militants, who fled toward
~thejungtes

- He said governme:nt

: ’fI‘OOpS were asked to be

on alert to prevent similar
attacks:

In Salibo, Magumdanao
Marine soldier Pvt. Ronel
Undecimo was killed while

. an Lt. Sha)eed Andlk Was. :
_“woutmded when suspected

members of the Bangsamoro _
Islamic Fréedom Fighters -

(BIFF) attacked a village on i

Monday night. . - C
Villagers said five BIFF

gunmen, four of them...

identified as a certain Klram

Alikhan, Saimroud and Jamil, -
were also wounded in the -
gunfight.

- BIFF bandits have been
attacking government troops
in Datu Salibo, Shariff -
Saidona, Datu Piang and
Datu Saudi towns since ,
January. — With John Unson
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‘pened 30 minutes apart begm~ '
‘ning at 4:30 am.- at a- Globe
Telecoms cell site in Barangay
Miaga, Usontowim. .. :
The second explosion Jo}ted

ByjuheM Aureho

_ ELE‘,VEN explosmns Wthh tar-

- geted mostly cell sites of Globe
Telecoms and suspected to have

. been perpetrated by communist

. rebels tocked different parts of

- Masbate on Tuesday morning.

" The military, who denounced

the' blasts as “propaganda tac-
© tics” to'scare the Fesidents, said.

two policemen were injured in
- the incidents.
- “These explosions ate propa-

“ ganda tactics to sow fear to the
‘ people,” said Col.- Fernando .

Trinidad,  903rd - Infantry
- Brigade Commander.

The New People’s Army is

: ""suspected to be behind the ex-"

plosums in eight different

‘ towns in Masbate, which hap-
_pened on Tuesday morning.

" Southern Luzon Command

" chief 1t. Gen. Ricardo Visaya
said the incidents were possibly
connected to the NPA's upcom-
' mg annivers ary on March 29,

" "Resortzng to terror acts

L 9“The 'NPA 15 a’ d;ﬁumshlng _

group in Southern Luzon and
theéy resort to terror acts like

“these explosions to project that-
they are still strong,” Visaya -

said, adding that there are only
-36 rebels in Masbate. )
© Two policemen were wound-

ed i1 one of the blasts in Baran- -

gay Burgos, Batuan town. They
were identified as SPO1 Amado
Albiola and Senior Insp. Aldrin
Rosales.

The first four blasts hap-

Barangay. Tunga, Esperanza
town, around 5 a.m., follewed -

.. by another biast in Barangay -

Poblacion, * Claveria ..
around 5:36am. .

At 6 a.m;, another explosmn' :
rocked another Globe cell site in
Barangay Crossing, also inlUson
rown, followed by an 8:30 a.m.
blast at another Globe cell site

town, i

‘in Barangay Panisthan in“the :

same town.
Minutes later at 8:50 a.m., an

improvised explosive device

went “off “alonig the provmc:iai-
road of Barangay Burgos in Bat-
uan town, wounding two po-

ficernen, Rosales and  Abiola,

who were on their way to
Barangay Lagundi. '

Both policemen were rushed
to the Masbate Provincial Hos~
pital for treatment.

- Another - blast occun‘ed

“around 10 30 a.m. in Barangay
‘Buenasuerte in Uson town, fol-

lowed by an explosion 10 min-
utes later in Barangay Ilaya

Balud town.

The last eﬁplosmn ‘was
around 10:45 am. at the
boundary of San Jacznto and

‘San Fernando towns.

Trinidad assured that ?hihp
pine Army units assigned in
Masbate have stepped up its ef-
forts to ensure the safety of resi-
dents  against  communist
rebels. :
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AFP scutles NPA' o collectors

BUTUAN CITY — Elements of the
30th Infantry Battation (30th IB) encoun-

tered suspected collectors of the New -

People’s Army (NPA), -armed wing of
the Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP),last Sunday in Barangay Amontay,
in San Francisco bown, Surigao del Norte,
First Lt. Ryan D. Layug, Civil Military
Operatiof (CMO) officer of the 30th B
yesterday said. ’

He said the NPAs were believed to
be on their way to collect “tax money”
and other supplies from rural business
folk when they engaged in an almost
15-minute gun battle by the responding
peace and development teams of the
30th IB.

 He 'gaid reports from concerned vil- .

lagers on alleged forced taxation imposed
by the NPAs prompted the operating
troops to respond.

“The armed men fired at us while
we were approaching the reported des-
ignated pick-up location of extorted sup-
plies. We immediately retaliated and the
enemy withdrew towards the directionof
thebarangay,” said Second Lt. Wilfredo F.
Quilang, one of the platoon commanders
ofthe 30thIB. - S

After a fierce exchange of gun fire that

lasted 15 minutes, one of the NFA rebels
was wounded, and was evacuated by his
corrades towards the forested area of
Barangay Amontay, Layug added. <
* Nogovernment soldier was wounded
i,

2 Recovered at the site weré an impro-

vised explosive device (IED); 4 blasting
cap, electrical wires, battery pack and
backpack with subversive documents
and food items..- o iy B
.. Last February 27, 2016, 30th IB troop-
ers also encountered NPA collectors in
Barangay Anomar, Surigao City, military
report also said.
Meanwhile, Lt. Col. Rico O. Amaro,
commanding officer of the 30th IB
thanked the residents of Barangay Amon-
tay for reporting the alleged extortion
activities.of the NPAs. . .. )

It is our duty to protect Surigaonons
from threats of armed groups, the recent
encounter is again a product of a report
from concerned citizens that shows many
are already complaining about the activi-
ties of this group.” he said. )

“We appeal that the wounded, who
may have been hidden by his comrades
in the communities nearby, be brought to
the nearest hospital and be given medical
attention by qualified professionals,” Col.
Amaro added. i
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+o7% Temp orary

-ang kantlang sagupaan alapit Sa kanilang mga_'kor_numda_d,-;.-:- e
: --Samamala,“'-inihayag'r}i Captain Angelo: Gomez vl ‘Militaty

mmmmmmssmm AN
- pg mifitar ai PRS2 Surigao o

 MARIGIT 40 pamitya sng fumikes muls 52 kanilang fga Komu- -

nidad sa Sitio Baroboan, Brgy. Caromats, sa bayan ni San Miguel;

Surigao del S 1 . ST T e
jto’y dahil sa ‘takot na Madamay sa mga pngkuwentto -at pamo-’

m}gmﬁ:wng mga sundalo at-mga miyémbro ng HNew People'’s Army

Sng"'ri_akik'iéﬁohg' Y simb_ahéﬁé ‘Kafolika ang mga
tamikas n@ nanawagang_xttgil na-ng mga sundale at rebeldeng NPA®

Officer ng 25¢h 1B, PA, na hindi sita-titigil sa paghahabol s mEa

E Tebelde sabay ng pagtitiyak i frialayo s mga vesidente ang nihulog
' nilamg mga bomba. L
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ZAM_BOANGA"CITY'-' The
military ‘will not in any way
negotiate with the Abu Sayyaf
Group’ (ASG) for the release of
the bandit grolp’s ‘captives = two
Canadians and a Norwegian ~ in
farested areas of Sulu even if
they “aré serious in their threat
to behead them hostages if their

ransom demand would not be--

met until April 8 :

Brig. Gen. Alan Arro;ado,
commander of the Joint Task
Force Suly, said Philippine armed
forces adhere to the government
policy of “no negotiations with
the terrorists or any criminal
group”.

our government and this is no
negotiations with the terrorist
groups and no payment of
ransom,"_ Arrojado said.

The three captives — Caradians

John Ridsdel and Roberf Hall and

Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad —

bearded and handcuffed appealed -

to their respective governments
for help, saying that if their

kidnapper’s demands are not met

untdl April 8 they will be killed.

“To the Canadian prime minister
and to the Canadian people in the
waorld, please do as needed to
meet their demands within one
month or they will kill me, they will
execute us,” Ridsel, a Canadian
mining consultant said.

The video was the third to

surface since the trio were
kidnapped in Samal Island Resort,
Davao del Norte, in September

- with Filipina Marites Flok.
“The kidnappers eatlier demanded -

for a ¥1-billion ($21,500} for each

of the three foreigners. " .
The Armed Forces

Western Mindanao Command

?

(WestMinCom) has condemned .

the ASG for the “inhumane
treatment” exhibited by the ASG
in the latest video.

“We condemit such terroristic
and inhumane treatment of the
victims,” Maj. Fefimon Tan Ir, the
command’s spokesperson said.
{Nonoy E. Lacson )

“we're following the policy of
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. Dalizon

_ THE AutonomousRegion
in MustimMindanao Po- .
lice Regionial Officehead-

- ed by Chief Supt. Ronald

. EstiilesonMonday spear- . .
higaded a”walk for peace”

drive in the region aimed
“atharnessing the support
“of “all_ stakeholders, in-

cluding politicians, in:
_ensuting secure and fair -
May 9 presidential’ and

national elections in the
" “Estilies, with Comelec
regional director Atty.
Michael Abbasand Armed
Forces Western Mindanao

Comimand chief Lt. Gen.
Mayoraldo delaCruz,met

“with carididates for differ-
ent elective posts in the re-
gionaswell as other partic-
ipantsin the Regional ot

“Becurity Coordinating Ceit
tor in a coniferenté held at

_the ARMM police head-
quarters. S

The RISCC conference
ig crucial since ARMM has

" twoprovinces—Lanaodel
Sur and Maguindanac—
included in the Philippine
National Police’s watchlist
of “election areas of con-
cem." . . -

.Lanao del Sur has one
city and 13 municipalities

UNITY WA

NITY WALK. . Top officials of t
. Police Regional Office fed by Ch

Walk participatedin by re
and other stakeholders ai
dents in the government’s effortto ensure

present

and national elections in'the regiofi, ARMM

the Autonomous Region in Musl _

ief Supt: Ronald Estilles (center) léads a Uni
atives from the Comiglec; Armed Forces, LGL
mied.at harnessing the support of all ARMM resi-
sectire and fair May 9 presidential
has two provinces- Lanag del Sur

and Maguindahao- included in the Philippine National Police's watchlist of “elec-

tion areas of concern.”
While’Magmn' indariachas36
municipalities included in
the PNP watchlist.
Acting on orders of

PNP.chief Director.Gen-_ ..
eralRicardo Matrquez, Es<

tilleshas reriewed his call
on ARMM residents; spe-
cifically candidates, to
fully support the govern-
ment'sdrive against poll-
related violence. He also
reiterated the PNP chief's
call on alllocal candidates
to follow the example of
others, who have signed

peace covenants in dif-

ferentparts of Luzon,and

-~ {CONTRIBUTE

renotticed theirarmsand

suppott growing public
outcry against election-
related violence.

follow the example set by

-different ‘politicians, who

have turned over their
weaponsto theauthorities,
bothlicensed and thosewith
expired licenses, for safe-
keeping.

Marquez also ordered
police commanders to ind-
tiate more peace covenants

in their areas to minimize

possible poll-related vio-

+The top cop particular-
"Iy exhoried candidates 10

D PHOTO FROM ARMNM-PNP)

jériee involvingsupporters
of feuding candidates. The
PNP chief wants all candi-
dates 1o denounce poli-re-
lated violence and ask their

supporters to Tefrair from

inittating trouble and for
different stakeholders to
dramatize their call for a
secure and fair May elec-
tions.

Estilles said they have
been stepping-up their fo-

Vo Y TS

- PNP as areas of
; . during the May 9 polls:

Page. LB

2016 drive

éused and gustained po-
fice dperations to neutral-
ize C%:sarﬁsan_armqur_oups
and ‘organized triminal

" ganigs and loose weapons

in the region, particalarly

-in the muricipalities” de-

lared priority. Yelection
watchlist areas.’
- Asof2015;thép

Negros Otiental, Sainar,

m_daﬂaowete%ag%edby' the
-of coficern

e Weare initiating more
dialogues with our AFP
counterparts, the Comelec
and other stakeholders in-
cluding local government
unitsand candidatesin the
election as part of our pro-
gram to ensure a SAFE
2016. By meeting with ail
concerned, we can discuss
all election concerns and
take note of the sugges-

Hions “afid ‘recommenda--

tions from the citizenzy,”
said Fstilles even as he as-
sured all ARMM residents
of the PN’s readiness to
secure the May 9 elections,
wifh the help of the mifi-
tary. :

esof Pangasinan, Masbate,
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Pabahay sa sundalo, pulis

parang ‘bahay kalapati’
Mistilang “bahay kaiapaif“ang mga ipinapatayong
pabahay ng gobyemo para samga miysmbro ngArmed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP} at Philippine National
Police (PNP):- - T
Ganito iginalarawar nisa ‘Magdalo partylist. Reps..
Gary Alejano atAshlay Acedilo, ang'mga pabahay ng
gobyerno para sa sundalo at pulis: ™~
. Dahil dito kaya Hiniling nina Algjano at Acedillo sa

housing units h& prograia ng Naitioniaf Housing Autho-
rity (NHA) parasa AEP &t PNP partikular ria ang mga
itinayo sa Baras; Rizalat Manolo Fartich; Bukidron:

= Sa ginawang aktwal ‘na Inspeksyon, bukod sa
walang 1ubig at kuryente,; ang pundasyon at dingding
ng mga bahay ay hiridi kumplet_oﬂg’:s'ementada
- Bukad ditto substandard din umaro ang construc-
tion-ng septic tank at walang ACCESs si mga social
setvices tiad ng'mga aspital &t paaralars, .

"~ Giitng mga Kongresista, hindi makatao ang kondis-
yen ng pabshay para sa:mga’sundalo at pulis na
Nagsakripisyo at nagbubuwis.ng kanifang buhay para
sa bayan kaya dapat ftong imbestigahan ng Kamara.
(Gemma Garoia) o ’
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8y Vincent Cabrena
FortDel Pil

ar, Baguiio City . S

) from the Philippine Mili-
¥ tary " Academy (P‘MA} on -
Match 13, newly commissioned

 Navy Ensign Kristian Daeve Abiqui |

aid hie and his fellow graduates of

PMA Gabay Laya Class of 2016 left
behind a corps of cadets that was
very willing tolisten. - =~ -

" Abiqui, the class valedicrorian,

ring to a series of grieva;r_x_qg-'r_ﬁ_iechanis.ms
put up for cadets who questioned .pu_ms%l—
ments imposed by a cadet honor commit-
fee. . T T e
- Although his name was barely men-
tioned, dismissed cadet J eff Aldrin Cudia’s
- denunciation of the honor code in 2014
_prompted the premier military school to
improve how they treat «cadets ‘who have
issues, Brig. Gen. Rozzano Briguez, PMA"
' commandant of cadets;said. .
" All cadets undergo trial by a committee
composed of their peers to addr‘ess__wo}a-
tions of the honor code and the horior sys-
tem..; e o
The code and honor system require the
* cadets to foilow traditional and time-
honored sets of conduct., “The honor co@e is
a gentleman’s agreement,” _said Abiqui,
who chaired the honor cormitee.
- Cadets have sworn against lying anfi
cheating and tolerating those who commit
these infractions. '
Cudia had challenged an honor commit-
ree recommendation to dismiss him, WEE:kS
before the graduation of PMA “slkl_zib
Diwa” of 2014, for allegedly lying to justify
his two-minute tagdiness in class.

AYSbefore he graduated -

‘wasefer:

His ¢ase Became public when his sister
“posted details of the honor committee deci-
sion-gver social media. Soon online comi- -
mentaries discussed a common impression’

- that Cudia’s punishment had not matched

_the offense. L L
* Things have calmed down since then.
Gauging by how many parents and walk-in
students have acquired application forms
for the PMA entrance examinations at a
recruitment booth during PMA graduation
week, people have faith in the integrity of
cadet training, Staff Sgt. Robert Periodico
said. :
... “.was.surprised my booth was vety pop-
ular, All 500 formsI had prepared for the
‘day were all taken,” he said.

More transparent

But because of how the public had react-
ed, Briguez said the PMA had issued proce-
dures that would make the honor commit-

_ tee “more transparent and open to address-

ing cadet complaints.”
Maj. Gen. Donate San Juan I, PMA

" superintendent, said the honor system had

always been controlled by the cadets,

“We have an honor committee, [com-
posed of members] elected by the cadets.
They review all cases of honor violations
and they have to vote unanimously [on ev-
ery verdict],” San Juan said. “Before, dur-
ing my time [in the academy], the honor
systemn could not be reviewed by the super-
intendent. We expected the cadets to be
honorable enough to decide what was right
and what was wrong.

“But because of the changing times and
the issues of two years ago... we arenow al-
lowing a review of the decisions of the
honor committee. There is now [a way to} -
appeal. Before the decisions were final and
could be executed,” he said.
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Briguez said grievances could be coursed
first through the PMA ractics group, as well
as the office of the commandant of cadets.
A higher PMA review board had also been
formed to assist the superintendent. "

Tracking system R

The reforms appeared 10 have helped
cadets adjust better 10 ‘academy . life,
Briguez said, adding that a tracking system
of honor code viclations in the last two-
years had showna 50-percent drop. S
- Ppart of the change involved how mem-
herg of the honor committee would VOe, °
Abiquisaid. " o G

Members of previous honor committees
were not required £0 presenta written justi-
ficationl for their votes. “But now ... We
explain our'votes, S0 if there are questions
_we could explain ouf decision,” Abiqui
said.

FFICE OF THE ARMY CH i
[EF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose Serving the people. Securing the land

[




Iy IRV f - H
Army Vision By 2028, & world-ciass Army that is & source of naticnal pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5233

March
l(f arch 2016 Pahina

tibay: na:ng

g leg
hanced Defense Coopera-

tion Agreement (EDCA) -

at kavgnay ng nal alapit
na ‘pagdaraos ng PH-US
Balikatan joint military

exercises sa susunod na -

@ atapos mapag- - buw
" pagdagsang mgabarkong
pandigma ng Estados:.

i Korte Suprema , pa
" “Vnidos sa Pilipinas..

alidad ng En-

buwan ay patuloy ang

*.'Sa isang press state-
ment ng US Embassy,

dumaong na it sa Manila

Bay kamakalawa ang USS

Russel (DDG 59), ang AT- -

leigh Burke-Class. guided

Nina JOY CANTOS AT ELLEN FERNANDG

missile destroyer ng US -

Navy. .

< Ayon
~ ang’pagdaong sa Manila

. Bayngisananamannilang -
- guided missile desfroyeray

bahigi ng foutine VISITTIO;
‘maintenance at’ pamama-

‘hifiga ng inga crew ng ma- -

sabing batkong pandigma.

sa US Embassy -

- “The USS Russell is
mraking its way back fo'jts
homeport in San Diege.

" Califorsia after a highly

successful deployment t0
the U.S . Fifth Fleet's Area

“of Responsibility”, aning

US Embassy saisang press

Samantatang ixilélayon

din ng-pagdaong:ng.JSS. .
Russel sa Pilipinas.ay:

upang mapatetag pa ang
alyansa sa pagitan ng US

MNavy ng counterpart ng
mga ito sa Philippine Navy
at maging sa mamamayan
ng Pilipinas. .
“Magugunifa;na sa

Joob lamang ng buwang
kasalukuyan bukod sa -

USS Russel ay dalawang

barkong pandigima na
kinabibilangan ng USS
Blue Ridge at USS An-
tietam ang una nang du-

_maong sa Manila Bay
‘at isang US Submarine

6 ang USS Charlotte sa

_Subic Bay, Zambales.
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PU%CH&EN

i transformation ‘towards progress;
.'StabllItV and peace PNoy urges S
uty of protectmg the peo~' L

ple this coming elections:

“Keep away from pol:f:ms Leave'

the campaxgmng o me.

R

tary Academy (PMA) graduates, the
President advises the new military
officers to stay out of pariisan politics
and resist corruption. .

.My soldiers, to thy VOW. be true' :

Dor’t bow to money and other temp-
tations, huh!

FRAE -

.Aquino reminds the soldiers .

about the country’s “dark history”
when the military was used to cur
tail the country’s democracy and

enferee the: Whims of the Marees_ :
~ enable’ the votér receipt feature of "

dictatorsth
PNoy scores anew but expect
Bongbong to hzt back agam

Hr

“Let usremember that the Armed
- Forces is the only force. If they will
join partisan politics, that has a
monopoly of power. It will not be fair

_so it is important to remain neutral,

¢

apehhcal PNoy teHs AF P
_No -¢l ‘remote, |

speaker says

_' _-espemaily when it comes to pehtzcs .
Aqumo 5ays.

the oter-Verxﬁcatmn aper.-

_ Aucht Trafl '(VVPAT) featur cf_'the'. .

‘Sustain the country 5 pos1t1ve‘_

Forces is here, faithfully fulfilling its

 mandate, as long as you take only one -
side and that’s the people, as long as

Addressmg the Phlizppme Mili-

you dan’t meddle with politics, we can
hope to see the continuity of positive
change " Aquine stresses.

Translation: Don’t meddie Just :
s :'the poHs > he e&ds

stay at the mxddie boysf

A

On the other hand Speaker Fel;—
ciano “Sonny” Belmonte Jr says that
there is a “very remote possibility”
that the country could succumb to
a constitutional erisis or the no-
elections and failure of elections
scenario if the Supreme Court (SC)
insists on directing the Comelec to

the automated elections. -
Fears and speculations on “boto
resibo” are baselegs, ¢

s e

But he expresses the hope that
SC “will consider” the poll body’s
appeal to take a second look at jis

- March 8 decisiort ordering the activa-

“As Ioﬁ'g: é:s"th'e entire Ar"f:r'ie'd"

But “very remate ” Beimonte :
says as to the possibility of 4 constitu-
t;onaf erisis if the Comelec continue
opposing SC s unammous rulmg on
VVPAT. o

“Comelec’ should do :ts mandate
though it may mean more money,
time, or effort, so as net to postpone _

: Meanwhﬂe presuient;al aspirant
Senator Graee Poe urges Iawyers
and IT experts to help “Galing at
Puso” avoid a repeat of the alleged

" massive electoral fraud in the 2004

presidential elections,
No repeat of my fathers fate

: FPJ s daughter CI‘IES

’ *sﬁwﬁ

Pee recaiIs that when her father
FPJ ran for president in 2004, they
lack sufficient iegai support and
other resources to win the pofls that’s
why “what happened to us then wag
indeed a tragedy.”

No to no-election seenario. No to
failure of elections. No to tragedy
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