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drew bout 20" mﬂImn-

from the ‘unauthorized

account of businessman

‘William Go and loaded -

the cash in her car, a bank

‘employee told the Senate
_ yesterday -

before the Senate Blue Ribbon

" committee that he person-
ally saw 'how messenger Jovie:
'I\/Eoraies loaded t the P20 million.

| ”BM Mala Jeft the. branch__
" bringinig ‘with her the P20~

million cash Wfthdrawal of .
Centurytex/William Go to.
be delivered somewheré *
However, I know that there

-was never a Mr. William Go

that went to the Jupiter BC to-
pick up his cash withdrawal -
that night,” Agarrado said
in an-affidavit submitted to"
the Blue Ribbon committee,
which is investigating the
laundering in the Philippines
of $81 million owned by the
Bank of Bangladesh and sto-
len by alleged Chinese hack-
ers from the Federal Reserve
Barnk of New York.

Agarrado, then customer
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L Ag‘arr.a_e_iof s-statement ne--

. actions

erying

o -:Her a

branch managed by Deguito,

recalled that at around 5:35

1. on Feb. 5, an armored car
arrived at the branch to deliver

the P20 million requested by
serior customer relations o= ] _
S tonsidered it as a perjured -

ficer Angela Totres:

" The cash was brought to-

Deg

- gated Deguito’s claims. ‘that -
i ‘the money toa
FGO ai-'maitef--df'poligzyg-and'-'.’_c_l‘_i:at'___._

she: loa

ed by Go.

P!

becausé of
and her famil

“On Feb.

15, otherwise, she or her’
f'amilijﬂlbéldﬂed,” he said.

. “Twas already very nervous
then and: teary-eyed because °

of what I'heard from her, and

I had mixed emotions during
 that time. SCRO Angela was

0o, he said.

12in the house of another bank
employee named Adrian Yu-
juico where he, Deguito, Torres
and Morales were present. .
It ‘was during that meeting

when Deguito tried to talk to

Tirs not to be afraid because she
‘could provide him with lawyers
who were knowledgeable with
the Anti-Money Laundering Act.
- He was also asked if he
would accept P5 million in
exchange for his silence on the
issuie. “Kasya na ba sayo ang five
million pesos (Is P35 miilion
enotigh for you)?” he recalled
Deguito as telling him. :

RCBC’s chief legal officer
Maria Cecillia Estavillo said
they find Aggarado’s state-
ments credibie.

Estavillo said RCBC is
working on filing perjury
charges against Torres over
her dlaim that it was Go who

5t0 & car between 6:30 1ot support it L. we i

‘committed, the bank

to'realize that something was  committed, the
1 prom}gﬂ}"*f ursue

"wrong when he saw in an
Outstanding ‘Exception Re-:

_port for the Day. (Feb..5) the:

jthdrawal. “This - dled out there. .

hat she'had to do it L0 i he Fnow
ieoats to her e Jolonce 0
“"He added t%at Deguitotold’ i ‘Mr. Lorenzo Tan, doyou-
- him about het concern while 4.
he and Torres were inside the ",
branch manager’s office. =
"9, 2016, BM Maia

received the P20 miliion.
. Torres’ ‘claims’ were ne-
gated further by entries orn the
Togbook of the secutity team
detailed at the branch. .~
- #Ne have an affidavit; we
affidavit. The guard log does .
file a

“case apainst Angela Torres,”. .

" Bstavillo said the bank docs
not tolerate irregularities as '

£ anything unlawful we

TR it e been 2 mhmny

ur e

know  certain Jason Go, 8
' «pensive cars?” .

a lot of CEOs: of corporations.

" would know him,” Tanadded.
“i-Oniquestioning by Seén;

Ralph Recto, it was learned’

“that it was Jason Go who rec-

- ommended ‘that Deguito ‘be
~-assigned:as manager of the
~ "He'also recalled that there. - uptferbranch. o0
was a dinner meéting on Feb."

‘' Raul Victor Tan, treasurer:
of RCBC and formerly head of -
retail banking, tecognized that
Jason Go “brought a substantial
amount” to the business but
denied he enjoyed special treat-
ment - like being allowed to rec-
ommend an individual to serve
as manager of a certain branch.

Recto’s questioning focused
on the premise that Deguito was
supposed tobe assigned foanother
branch unti! Jason Go reportedly
intervened and had her assigned
instead at the Jupiterbranch. . -
- Atthe hearing last Tuesday,
Deguito decliried to answer
imost of the questions raised
by the senators, citing her right
against self-incrimination as
charges have been filed against
her by the Department of fus-
tice. Yesterday, she spoke to
the committee in an executive
session and was later taken
to the clinic when the public
hearing resumed.
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 DAVAO CITY. — Another high-

- ranking’ leader: of the New Feople’s, o0 ;
. Army * (NPA) in Davao® region; -who-  Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat: -

ted for murder, robbery and :
was captured ‘while his ™

“is wanted fo

kidnapping, was cap
*armed companion was Killed ina brief

gay Burl, Matanao
Wednesday.
Captain

" shootout with security forces in Baran- -
i  Davao del Sur, last ~counter _

_ Rhyan Batchar, loth 4o 0 Daring the encouxter, Casamorin's
fantry  Division - information officer;
gaid combined troops of 39th Infantry “killed. -
Battalion and Matanao Municipal Po- 7]
! ""bo'dy_"\'vas brought to Angel Fumeral

“Homes, Bansalan,

"‘proper disposition,” Batchar said.

lice Station captured Joan Casamorit, -

aliag Alvist, the vice cornmander of the

T

NPA's Guerrilla 72 of the Far South -
M_inr_:la;_a_ae Regional Committee (FSM-

s

5 e SR
S

ILA: ‘BUL

A Y e A

" tion regarding the presence of armed,
- men that resulted to a fire fight. Casa-
“miorin was also wounded during the en--

counter and was immediately rushedto

iETf”

in the hinterlands of the provinces of -

‘ ‘Souith Cotabato, Davao'del Sus, North' :

) i 5 o - facing critninal ‘charges for robbery;

. “The treops responded on informa-  kidnapping and serious. llegal deten-

| ' : of art ~‘tion; four .counts of murdey; and: rob-
. Bery with homicide. o

companion ~ an alias “Jehjeb” ~ was -

" “His " (Casamorin's) -companion's

Davao del Sur for

_.;__Ret_:’o‘vered from their possession

" Col. Ronald Villamueva, com

Pagg / !g

RO i, Batiad s oporas

was one 45 Caliber pisﬁd_l, ammum

“fions, subversive dociments and three
improvised explosive devices or JEDs,

1t was learned that ‘Casamorin_ is

“contitied support of the people that led

to the'capture
rebels in thie area:: s i
_«phis is a great loss to the NPAS not
only in Davao del Sur but also in the

whole of Davao regiph,”.V”ﬁl_anu_éva said,

f one of the high ranking

‘pointing out that recently, authorities

" also apprehended a political instructor

of the NPAs in Compostela Valley. .
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Buri in Matanao: Wednésday

“morning to check 'oni_l_i_é}fepmfted;

rmy . presence ofarmed group in the ares.

,Vll noevé, 54 d:ith
- were fired upon by t

| Casamotin, allas lvin, vie

| Guerrilla Front-72,

ntion bY.
e fo' Armyls:d8th
%_:Infé;ntﬁfji_:_B_a_ alion (IB):

~Casa

“robbery, kidnapping and serious -
“illegal deténtion and four counts of -
murdet and robbery with homicide |

before various courts: .

‘only asalias Jebjeb.”

ed

Brigade, said thal
g0ty IB were deployed in Barangay

-refight- :

-~ During clearmg: ope.
e
. gommander cof th 6:NFA's.

maorin is wanted forids

ain- NPA rebeluii&'és ¥ clearing of barangays
‘Ronald Villanueva,.
f thie Army’s 1002nd

hat elements of the -

‘tpon arriving in the said area..

<Casarmorin, sparking 2

ration; the
- Army troops recovered one caliber
45 pistol, various ammunition,
hree improvised explosive devices
and the body of Tebijeb..
" Meanwhile, coineiding with the
“79th Avaw ng Dabaw on Wednesday,
‘authorities deciared Davao City as
eaceful and ready for further
evelopment. Ei
. Col. Ricardo"Nepomm:em}';
" commander of thie Army's 1003rd
" Brigade, cited the significant
‘reduction in the strength of the
NPA operating in Davao City, the
from. the
“jnfluence of the comaunist and the
- close coordination between the
Jocal government and the military
“indelivering governmentservice te

“the people.
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ning mate, Senator Gregorio. “Gringo”

Honasan I on Thursday rued the
alleged anomalies that have ham-.

pered the modernization programe of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
AFPy, " -

- “If's a shame that our kaba ayans
both here and abroad constantly hear
reports of irregularities in police and
yilitary deals in relation to efforts to
upgrade out defenise force and police

capability to enhance the protection of -

the welfare of the people and the inter-
est of our nation,” the former rightist
rebel and Army colonel said. .

" The United Nationalist Alliance’

(UNAY candidate made the statément

amid the alleged anomalies in connec-
tion with the P12 billion helicopter deal
between local defense and military of-

ficials and the United States-based Rice

Aircraft Services Inc. (Rasi) and Eagle
Copters Litd. "~ o
* " Honasan, who has been in public
service for 42 years noted that funds

for the modernization of the AFP have -

always been included in the annual
appropriations of the agency ina bid to
upgrade its eapabilities.

However, he lamented that the
AFP modernization program has been
plagued with anomalies similar to the
alleged overpriced helicopter procure-
ment deal.

© - Long term impact ~

An employee of the Bureau of the In-
ternal Revenue (BIR) has filed charges
against 30 defense and military officials,
including Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin, for malversation of public
funids, violations of the Anti-Graft and
Corrupt Practices Act, the Goverriment
Procurement Act, and the Republic Act
Fstablishing the Revised Armed Forces
of the Philippines Modernization Pro-
gram in connection with the anomalous
overpriced agreement. :

“We need to pursue the moderniza-
tion of the military not only in terms of
technical or material aspects, but mod-

" VicePresidentJ ejomar Biniay's run-- - demands,” ‘Honasan said.”

ernization also of our way of tinking

with regards to external and itternal

The charismatic Hon

‘among the leaders of the Refarm the’
- Armed Forces Movement: (RAVD that.
played a key rolé in the firsl EDSA

People Power Revolution in 1986 that

. became the model for the world, Es-
tablished in the early 808, RAM was

primary formed to push reforms in the
military. It was spearheaded hy junior
military officers who opposed political
patronage and corruption in the AFP
Honasah stressed the moderniza-
tion programs have been envisioned to
create long term impacts on the gov-
ernment’s policy directions, and not fo

“generate illegal income for top officials
or to fool taxp ayers. T

© Anfi-crimeczar <
~ Honasan was also behind several
coup attempts against the Cory Aquino
administration. I
UNA standard-bearer Binay vowed
to tap Honasan as his anti-crime czar
i he is elected president.~

" The senator said he would solicit

the help of communities in an'effort to
beef up the police and military's intel-
ligence gathering. Doing 50 would cut
the authorities' response time.

“It ig high time that we recognize
the role of the communities in ensur-
ing peace and order in our country. 0o,
naririyan ang awtoridad ngunit ang se-
guridad hindi lang naman ipinanubaya
lang sa sundalo at pulis (Yes, the police
and military are there but the matter of
security shouldnt be left to them). We
can all contribute to making our country
safe,” he said. o

Tips coming from people on the
ground can serve as an "gnlimited da-
tabase" of information that authorities
cati use to go after crooks, like a drug
pusher or a person that discharged a
firernan on New Year's Bve.

"Phat untimited database must be
organized and then forwarded to a re-
ceptacle so that the law enforcers can
react faster instead of relying on CCTVs
after the fact,” Honasan noted.
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S of dEIﬂu]. We do 1ot kno
: 'whm her 1ty is the ught approac ;

el c'tli "t added.
: ?luhz)p ies (AFP) has repeatedly

" Mihdanao or anywhere in the
Philippines but admitted there are

~ the age of the Bangsamorﬁ E
Basic Law (BBL) may be taken
advantage by radicalstor ecruit
and strengthen their ranks.

“Frankly, it does not pay to
mnderestimate the toxic effects
of frustration or the threatof -
these radicals. say the Islamic
State of Irag a"d ‘Syna (ISI‘%}
‘takenlightly ;
outr lght. "the MIL? warned. 7

validated existence of ISIS in
the couniry. .

This despu}e thesAbu: Sayvaf

. band ot Ismlon Hapﬂon haa piedged

-'and

_ -oF thisiwould give spacetothe

o radicals t0'grow, simply because”
- the pabﬁm isnot given the wake«up :
ST Armed FOICB&; of the

“ denied the existence of SIS int -

.-.-'f.gt oups thal -1dent1fy themsefves_a;;_-“

The AFP qtre@q?d there is no '

existence of Bangf;amom _

andits amed gmup Bangsamoro o 1In
“Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF). 7
: -fo

-#Tt-ig'z bonusto the military

the public and the media,” the

'MILF said.
The MILF warned that th

lead to'd proionged confhct in
Mindanao as they have proven their
“staying ability.”

The AFP. iaunched a mass_we :

assault aga&nst armed group in
Palenibang a few weeks 2g0 -
targeting the’ group of OniarMaute
which has Inks to Jemaah Islam:yah
(5= “The military claimed that

Maute was killed, alongmth more .

than 30 others inciudling

Page:

that both the BIFF/BIFM and 1818
inspired youths in Palembang,
Sultan Kudarat, and Butig, Lanao

* del Sur had openly announced their

- axistence in video or in youw- -tube

~which they freely distributed to

2

in"M danao ag'f:ﬂ“nsf th Abu;
Sayyaf in Suloand Basilan; 18IS-

“inspired youths in {anao-del Sur;
and BIFF/BIFM in Magumdanao, :

the MILF said.

¢ .. wpalthough labelled erther as

terrorists or radicals, they’ have

proved their staying ability,

eéspecially thefirst two, and they
e bloodying the govelmnent with

““iheir Highly rrobile tactics.
‘Obviously, they have discovered

that the best way 1o fkght a
conventional army is through
guerrilla warfare tactics,” it added.

Amid this, the MILF stressed its
eommttment tc pursue peace
negotiations with the government
as it expressed optimism that the

next administration would push for

the passage of BBL.

“The Philippine military is still

Islamie ‘r“r?edom Movement (BIFM)
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" Avideoof the gruesome

~k_nihng was also uploaded on
' el with acccmpany—
nent, saying: “This'
sus (spy) Wwas roaming and '
smf‘ﬁn around the area of the
hijippines:..

| The ssaldtobea resi-

' dent of General Santos City..

- The, cllp could notbe :nde-

" pendentlyc conﬁrmed and po-
lice and milita r 'authnﬂties

- havenot ;ssu'ed ny statement

' was rei_ ased by
group’ whachyatohg withithe
Bangsamoro Isfamic Freedom
Fighters (BIEF), the Khilafah

_Islamiyah Movement (KiM} and

radical miiltants in Indonesia
‘and Malaysia, including the

- Southeast Asian terror group—
Jema'ah lsiamlyahmpledged
aileglance tolSlastyear.

“The thadtsts alsoreleased a
\udeo ofthelS’s Alhayat b Media

[ Center late last year ‘which

shows the Philippines as among

‘the cotmtries in Southeast Asia

where they were planning to

expand its caliphate.

The Wanila Times

3

Page:

_ Mcs - of the Ansarui Khllafah

Su!u-—-ail in'the Autonomous '
" Regiohin Musllm Mmdanao
" towhich Magumdanao and -
Lanao del Sur belong. -
‘Basilan has also become
the bastion of power of the

oAby Sayyaf afterit:
piedged 1S alle _
prupaganda v:deo released :
and picked up by interna- .
tional media, imore than two
dozen: gunmen_mcludmg
child warHors—Iled by rebel”
Ieader Isnilon Hapilon were
| seen hlkmg inthe hlnterlands
of Basilan while chanting:

“pawiah | Islamiyah (isla! o

~ State)” after which they re=
cited an Arabic script of bayair
or pledge of allegiance.

Hapilon, alias Abu Abduliah,
viras hamed as the new leader
of the“Harakatul fslamiyah” -

. (istamic iMovement)” the name
given to the Abu Sayyaf by its
founder Abdurajak Abubakar

* Janjalani who was slainina -
police shootout in Basilan in
December 1998,

C AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45- 9555 Local: 5285, 5295

~bedeputy. _
: al—i_!msar fantry Division of -

: Ahmad Muhammad Joraimée' '

-The Abu Sayyaf evolvedtoa:

' notorious group} lmown for hav-

Mohd Najib Husen :

' (Hussem} alias Abu AnnasAl

Muha_;lr;_a dw:sism head of the

The'rebels explamed in the
video that they had previ-

- OUS de ethebayah hutdld_._._

itaga

: leaders. lt was unknown when :

the video was recorded butit
was released just after Ph;llp—

- pine authormes claimed that
.- Husen was kdled durmg of- :

Awang Raimee, AminBacoand
Jeknal Adil -who fled to south-

- ern Philippines reportediy to

recruit militants and send them
to”Dar al-Harb (place of war)”

_ referrmg to Syna and iraq.

L JACINTO AND
: MOH SAADUDDIN

Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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THI NATION'S LEADING NEWBPAFER

ree ambassadors and seven
Rother high-ranking diplomats
from . the European. Union
i (EU) have called on-the Moro
_Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to
* continue the Mindanao peace process.
"+ Ambassador Franz-Jessen, head
" of Eiiropean Community (EC) Delega-
- tion fo.the Philippines, led the group in
- their visit on March 140 Camp Darap-.
. anan, Sultan Kudarat; Maguindanao: - .
. Thomas Ossowski, Netherlands Ambas-
- gador Marion Dercl, United Kingdom
 Embassy Charge d'ASaires Nigel Boud,
- Romarian Embassy Charge @ Affaires
 Mihai Sihon, ltalian Embassy. Deputy
. Head of Mission Fabio Sehins, Belgian
. Embassy Deputy Head of Mission Xavier
. Leblanc, Spanish Embassy De ty Head
of Wiission Maria Elena del Carmen Bar-

" ‘cia-Bustelo, and French Embassy Depu-
.ty head of Mission Laurent Legodec.
““Ifi'a report on Luwaran.com, MILF
Chairman Al-Haji Murad Ebrahim was
- highly impressed with the power-packed
delegation, describing Jesser's delega-
tion to the Moro Front’s bastion as the
“strongest delegation” in recent times.
Camp Darapanan, an hour or 0 by car
from Cotahato City, is the MILF’s Admin-
istrafive Base, . -
Jessen was quoted as saying they
asked the MILF leadership to “secure
the contimiation of peace process in the

next Philippine government.” - "
" The EC envoy was apparently refer-
ring to the forthcoming conclusion of the
six-year term of President Aguinoe on
June 30 as the Philippines will conduct a

presidential, national and local glections

Germany’s top diplomat in the Phil-

" ippines, assured that they “stand behind

continuation of the peace tafks” =~
On'the other hand, th Netherlands’
Deérckk voiced “full ‘support and reaf-
firmation of the continuity of the peace
process” Lo
_-On March 10, Swiss Ambassador An-

.. drea-Reichlin.visited Camp Darapanan
- and- discussed with Murad the stalled

peace process. .o
Ty What about the
oo presidentiables’? o
~ As he acknowledged the diplomats’
coricerns, Murad pointed out the five
aspirants running for President on May
g to succeed President Aquino sfill have
no clear stand on the Bangsamoro Basic
Taw BBLY. ol
" e Moro leader relayed to the dipio-
mats five concerns of the MILF Central
Commmittee, his group’s policy-making
“hody L S

- futad said they are 1 the uncertainty

with the policy of the next administration;

* 9.the pending casein the Supreme Court
lodged against the 2014 Comprehensive
Agreement on the Bangsanioro; 3. the

unpredictability of the gituation on the
ground; 4. the Philippine government’s
structural arrangement, and, 5. the di-

" verging peace paradigms between the
parties. . o

on May 9.
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wzil put its.

supersonic capa: - Fighting
ity to a test by deploying US. counterp 11
wly- _cquu‘ed FA 50 US—Phl Ba ikatan exe

..;: g‘f U. : d g .
- -leased Hawker H_unter 3et ﬂght~ o
' 5ag gressor alrc:raft

' trainers will also be takmg parf
: '_m the'air'exercises phase.” "
Bahka’can is'a yearly Phils
o _1'1'1tary bﬂateral--ﬁiﬁi and is agood development on‘;:
ou,r szde r Canaya added

::before the actual air exerct
: '-"unchsclosed 1ocations.

“Having the PA- SOPI-I paxJ;

‘ t1c1pate in’ the Balikatan air.
- drill 18 a good uppoitunity as:
it will enhance the cap
“- Filipino fighter pﬂots This will
“iricrédse our training experience”

ability of
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Ganaya said: the two recénty

tired FA- 50 Iead~m fighter::

dunng the bﬁatelal exercme in

bgj__put through
Vers,.

- JEtS will bé'takmg partina mili-
. fary exercxs withithe US mili-
. tary since their acqumuon in

. Inyears past, _ePAP flew its
- .subsomc SIAI:Marchetti 5-211
" jet. trainers;’:
; Bronco attack alrc:raft UH-IH

ranging

Rockwell OV-10

e

Page: & {D _

> L Apnl 4and mll end oA "nl 15
. The " Philippinie  militaty: tmits -
AF spo esperson Col. Ermco. .

taking -part dre the “Westerni

Cominand;: Northern:+ Luzon
“Commarnd and Southern Luzon :
13 . Command::

put through aenal maeneuvers -

- Training w111 be held at vari-
ous- military camps: such' as

"Crow Valley, Fort Magsaysay,
':--f- Clark Field; Subn: Bay,_ Palawan:-'
_"and?anay G

~Canaya sald t_h_e_;:__ Umted :

States will deploy ‘its: Hawker

~ Hunter jets; A-10 Thunderbolt
I fighters and . other aircraft,

while: the PAF will also deploy
its'8-211 jet trainers.. :
The training will: begm w1th

= classroom instruction: in the
first few ciays beforethe actual
exercides imnorthemLuzons

- “They will also do the theo-
retical aspect and practical ex-
ercises... they will exchange ex-
periences,” Canaya said. .

_Balikatan is an annual train-

+ ing between Philippine and US

military forces focused officially
on  humanitarian assistance,

‘maritime law enforcement and

environmental protection.
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The Narloafﬂewspger

You may also call him
 Lt. Col. Sonny Belmonte

BY VICTOR REYES ceserve officet and bis application
= : was approved by the office of
SPRAKER Feliciano “Sonny”  Reat Adm, Avrelio Rabusa, AFP
Belmonte JE was conferred yes-  deputy chief of staff for reservist
terday the rank of commander in and retitees affairs.” : L
" the Philippine Navy reserve force  Hlected officials and presidential
{equivalent fO :lieutenant colo- appointees may be commissioned
" et in the Army)y adding to the  into the reserve force, subject.tO
| growing fist of politicians who ate the military’s rules, says Republic
. commissioned as military reserv-  Act 7077 or the AFP Réservist
Ysts, o e SR Act. o
The 79-year-old Belmonte was A pumber of politicians and
iven the rank duting rises pre- presiaiential appoifitees have been
cided by Armed Fotces chief ommissioned iito the military
Gen. Hernando Triberti at the, resesve force, including Vice Pres-
Hall of Flags of the AFP general ident Jejomar Binay (Masines). -
headquarters building i Camp  Among other profuinent person-
inaldo. - glities in the reserve fotce are Sena-
Col. Noel Detoyato, chiefof the  tors Vicente Sotto 111 (Army) arxd
'r'-:'AFP-pub]ic:affaixs office, said Bel-,.- Loren Legatda (Alr Force), and
“monte: applied to become 2 Wavy ™ Rep.-any_-Pacquiao_ (Armmy).

New reserve officer. Armed Forces chigf Gen Hem‘andb iribafr‘ . i . .  Ra

. : i and Deputy Chief of Staff for Reservist i i i io Rabuis
Jr. attach the symbols of the rank of Navy commander {lieutenant cotonel) on the sholilder of Speaker Sr:'e?irc];iciﬁg g:;ar:cﬁifziri, Jo Rear Admirgl Aurll Rebuse,
i -

. UV i i iy LUK EL DA0D, 3LYD
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‘nel in the Army and the Jrce. |
- ~Hesaid the Speaker is ‘entitled to hold:
“the Fank of commiandef because ‘of his
 conttibutions f0 the countfy’s pohticalf
- ‘system as a ‘mayor and congressmnal_
: repreqentahve of Quezon City a lawy er '

© and journalist. =
#Duging that tlme he was' selec‘ted as

_the Most. Outstandmg Mayor of the Phil-
E)pmes by theLocal Cove er-

‘ship Awards,” Detoyato said. S
i Belmonte ‘first Became’ congressman-
- §n 1992 and represented the city's 4th
- District for three. consectitive terms. He:
- became Speaker in 2001 and held &.everai _
__committee chairmanships.
___é_'-_urged all presidentia andldates:
0. demonstrate: their sense of
_y_.jdlqclosmg i'helr health"
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. . President stands for eachand all of us and represents
us®E érnationally: We want him. healthy, tmtair By
corruption allegations and ideally free from vices or.doubts in :
terms of his personal integrity. It puts mudslinging to rest and

takes this campaign to a higher ground,” Belmonte said... ..~
.. He added that a disclosure of health records would show if a
presidential candidate is physically, mentally, emotionaly and
“psychologically fit to become president, whilé a dssclosure of
financial records would show actual assets, net worth, business
e “inferests 'and “éase any public suspicion
of illégal wealth:” - SR

fina cial records to the puibl

- The Speaker said evading issues on
“health and financial condition only makes
- the public doubtful about the integrity of
Cadandidate o o nen i oo
- “Hence, accepting the transparency
“challérige means that a candidate has’
nothing to hide not fear because he or
she is healthy and that his or her wealth
is unquestionable,” Belmonte said. - :
. He added that Filipinos “should be
wary of a candidate or candidates with
illegal wealth because the drive to acqiire
more of this could continue if the presi-
dency is won.” - With Paolo Romero
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commumty and socrety as key leaders in their orgin_:zatmns. '
CONTRBUTED PHOTO.
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inquiry was launched andg .

5 aresult . Gazmin was compelled to -

I

We apﬁlaud Ms AEvarez
perseverance - elevatmg :

enme has been commltted'-
b'& whom. ezactly, and i ...

d !
‘official of the Department of Natm -
“fensé who first became know to the F111p i _o _
-+ public through a Manila Times exclusive report ;.s
~“the whistlebfower ”}oey filed graft. charges at the fosinn icemen and swomén: TFE:
: ombudsman against Defense Secretary Voltaire Gaz- T D, ieste caniot Siubly be ;
'P1.25-billion anomalous gotten w1th the canceilatlon of the fraudulent ciuitract. -

| blackl:sms erstwhile’ mdfé cﬁt’iéaliy;'iiﬁpdgé"_

unacceptable and’ enurely =
SUP P hers éﬁ% unnecessary risk tootr ser-

.d 38 others over a
b nifcé?ement deal for 21 utility helicopters... ...~ - Not cari' it be brushed aside by the Ombudsman’s of-
p Alvarez.told The. Mamla Times th ﬁce, niow that a formal complaint has been’ lodge That

Barly- last year;

¥ " DND and Philippine Alr Force ( Cisa grave concern that none ‘of us should have, butun- -

rilés i ' + fortunately, the culture of cronyism and selective justice
?E«ldgagnﬁﬂi;%f 2;222: for the supplv of 21 -refurbwhed encouraged by President BS Aquinio 3rd over the it ik :.
Bell UH-1H “Huey” helicopters toa 3om_t enture of . yedrs has‘made it reasonable to fear that laws will not be
an American company, Rice. Ancraft Services; .and a . 5 enforce 4 and justice will not be done ‘when it involves
Canadlan firm, Eagle Copter 10, N o . certam personalzues This is not onlY a cons’taﬁ__t t..’.m alsd, "
Alvarez claimed that Rice Ancraft bemg pr._1. ariI anz._
aircraft broker; had no capacity to. furnish t g

be :surpnsed shocked even, if Aquma did not in some
_ helicopters, which was- confirmed later - way ury fo intercede to prevent his Defense. Secretary.and.. .
Chcopie Jess-advanced UH-1 - otherVIPs named in the case from being held accounta e

ters of the S L
g:ﬁfrgrid and found to be riddled ‘with flaws: one even .Of course, his living tip to our expectations. is not

crashed in Sarangani Province. Alvarez further clalmed S somezhmg we will tolerate or allow to go unchal: .
that Gazmin was to have received a 7 percent ’commis- lenged, and we urge the Filipino people not to do
. sion” from the deal, with other’ ofﬁaals in DND and S s0; e;ther Playing with the lives of those who defend
PAF receiving smaller amounts. 1 this nation in order to skim a coatract for persa;;al
As a result of The Manila Times “report, a Cong_resstlon{ financial gain is corruption of the worst sort, a signal

to foreign powers and others who may seek to harm
the country that we are weak and careless in our own.
.defense. That's a message that we doubt even the
flexible morals of BS Aquino cou!d tolerate Sendmg
- .to the world.
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