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By Ben 0. de Vera -

ﬁ .
FXIRTFITN

THE PHILIPPI”E\IEQ very"str_zct bank secrecy Iawi
untry’s fight against m_’"ney

-is hampering th

laundeung, Baugko Sentral ng Pilipinas Govez-
norAmando Tetangco Jr, said yesterdav

. Tetangco who alsa chairs the
Anti-Monetary .. [ aundering
Council {AMLC}, reiterated hiy

iealito allow prying inté'a ‘wider:
warray of-bank ‘depgsits “under
certain conditions.” © .
“When a case reaches i”he
AMLC, that-is when an Investi-.
garion begins. So the incident
' has already happened. we need
some kind- of preventive mea- -
sures. The prevention of this

: faona? convention: =
Ta this reghrd, Tmangco saldj

he was ame r;able to:2asi

: izftmg the bank sedr

. - the: Federai Resprve '
part:culaz ac-t;vxty is bemg ham- :
.-pered by the' very strict bank se-

¥ D .
Mg al<an Clty then moy
“banks and o the bank ac

‘into pleas of bank secie
- bank’ empioyeps in their efforts
‘to trace the money trail from
- the New York‘Fed tothe RCEG
Jupiter branch in early February
and from there to the country’s :

i' R —
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New Y’ork last month,

thru: local cmanoc befg

the th ppmee asaw ’ER]& pmnt in,
the glubal (inancial syst_ma
~“Senateinvestigators ha

logsely 1egulated casings,

Casinos in the Philippines are
exempt - froni: aﬂtzmoney-laun-.'

dering reqilirements,

'The - Philippines also: retams .
what one US official once called
some of the world’s toughest
bank secrecy laws, recalling a -

- time before the rise of concerns .-

about terrorism [inancing and

tax evagion, .when “countries -

prom1sed privacy in'the hopes
of becoming finandial hubs

cy from

- tions involving real estate, jew-
‘elsand nonprofat groups,

cutions
: tellmg, the report sald

_.country s'stnct bank secrecy iaw :
35 a preventive measure agamst :

nancial
e Philippines’

It said that in- the firet 10

-months of 2014, the Philippines

had one conviction and no pros-

. ectitions begun on money iaun- .
: dermg charges..

" YThe small number of prose~ _
conwcnons s

cand:

Amendments to the !aws

~Sen. Serge OsmeRalll, chair of
the commiuee on banks, finan-

“;cial-institutions -and - cusrencies, .
- on-Thursday said he was prepar-
- ing to propose amendments to

\J e

ag
_ crimes, the US state de--
partment cited the
;_ught bank, secxecy laws a lack:
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the antirsoney-laundering law:

Osmefia said he wanted gam-:;
ing, -and possibly: real estate: . 1 ayed ~dowr . £
“imipact of the ‘money-lautider-

brokers and: art dealers; to be:

subject to the antimoney-laun-

deringlaws Y
‘He'sal

he also wanted

Jaundet the Bangladesh mone

«.cnause our syerein 15 fall of °
- days. ‘The bond mivkeis wre
beca  ying o

lnopholes.”

. “We  have :
amend these laws’ for decades,”
but ‘we ‘can’t’ get it through
Congress;” hd said.: o
. “The trend now in,

 ing scandal on the banking sys- -
: te_r_x__l__a_s_:awh_pie_, e

. tive impact. In fact, the

8 eworldis
having bank disclosures, Lnot

“will apply th_e-séme thing':if-fhéfg. i
isa sirniilar situation,” he added.

- ‘Terangco played ~down’ the

Iy

been appreciating in the Jasrfew

bank secrecy,” Sen: Grace Poe, a i

presidential cancidate in May’s -
national. elections, said earlier -

\this week, “This is to prevent al- -r

's0 the funneling of mon
‘roristic - activitic

ete. We should be one w

10 ter-
artels;

international commiunity in pre-

venting such activities.”

Appropriate action -

on the mess at RCBC due to the
confidentinlity  rcquirements,
“Tetangeo noted that “in princi-

ple,:if. there is liability discov-
‘ered in the course of the investi-".

gation, then the ‘appropriate ac-
tion should be taken.” - "

“This principle applies to all
covered institutions. It does not
have to be a specific bank or spe-
cific remittance company. We

ith the  work

. ing with Congress to expand the
> 11 I coverage “of the -Anti-Money !
Tetangco said yesterday that - 1 ' :
“if the findings [of the invest-
gations] -show:that further ae-"
tion has’ to be.taken, then the 8
AMLC is prepared todo that.?
. While declining to comment-

_“That, he said; i the Teason: |
why the AMLC has been'wark-

wide ‘casi

Laundering Act (o incl

take a look at this-and really;
make a decision consistent-with
our desire to strengiien the antl:,
money-laundering framework in'
- the country so we don’t become
center for money laundermg, We,
“will be working with the govern-!

" ment and Congress: We have to’

malke sure the prevention aspect’
would be there,” Tetangeo said.
With.reports front AP and New’
York Times News Scrvice !
L

o
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* The eniactment into law of the proposed
Ra'ﬂvq'ﬁm oro Basicaw (BBL) rérnain
hest solution Lo end e armed mnfiic%
haL -v%-\mo the Swiss- ed Transmonal .y

}(".{ YRC) said in

ﬂch. e
”The T]RC rccommend a-

po:
The TIRC. report said the legis

Bangsamord' jaw that prc‘wde

cab and msntu tlonal mfrastruc:tu__re 'pursu—-_ i oppor‘eumh, fOr ha’ Bang‘;am-
“oro and a historical’ ()pportu—” :
mty for the thhpp1ne=; the :

tions cannot replace a durable

peace agreement and its legal -

Aramework;” TIRC ch"ulper—

[0 Bleeker said.
ng the Bang%amoro

;for

1A durable manner
umque opportumty :
modern state {o.man-.
age. the diversity inherent |

“in any modérn democracv o
in:a- constructWL mannﬂ,

'Bles'kel gaid e
Bl ee ke 1'

. the'

'Bangsamoro also aspire to @
political framework, which

" will ‘ériable them o practice -

good govemance, L0 develop
their region and their people,

10 pmudlv assert their identity .
and to ensure a constructive |
engagement: with their own

“multi-ethnic constituency.”

+ “The lmp}pmentahon of the :

_CAB 158'a unique and extraos- .
dinary opportunity not only

for Bangsamoro, but also for

“the whole Filipino nation,”
Blecker said.

s and culttral resilience of the
Bangsamoro and indigenous®
rmrm]@f; to'he recoen 17r*d asa

by

S btxpularad
the TIRC was:y

undertal\e a study and to make

“ieg with' a view to'promote
._'healmg and reconciliation”
among the conflict-affected
commumms in ih(, Bang‘sam— :

OrO.
The TIRC upmt w a5 a

. product of consultations with .-
“more thau "10 Mo L

: Hes'in Mmdanao and the Sulu ‘
- archipelago, involv :
43,000, mmmumty'

“and local officialg. -

P1ec1dcnhai Adviser.on
‘the Peace Process Teresita
Quintos-Deles, government
prace panel head Miriam Cor-
nel Fermr anci M()ro Islamlc .

is reqmred to pre%nt a report

‘to the executive sectetary, on |
compliance with the mstruc— :

tmns :
CSwiss Amba%qador Andrca

_Remhhn laizded the TIRC for
-its significant contnbutmn o
the peace pmceqs o
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The Army and the pe(;p

ANTECEDENT. The Philippine Army wili mark its 119th year
on March 22 at its headguarters in Fort Bonifacto, fittingly
named after the Katipunan supremo who led the armed lup-
* rising against Spain in the flame of 1896, Afer 350 years of
colonial servitude and friar despotism, sepatation was:the
only.answer to the people’s aspiration for fréedom, 1o
.~Organized as a revolutionary army at'thé Tejeros Gonven-
tion - inc " Kawit, L i S
Cavite, in 1987, it i
elected Artemio Ri- - COMMENTARY
carie cartuin-gener- T
to command th P :
?if oL L;L.l_&ople‘ j: Reyraldo Y Silvestro
nation was born of -7 R e
the Revolution and an expression of the ration being born.
Emilic Aguinaldo of Magdalo was awarded the highest

prize‘as its president. A small-town man of a prudence |
-greater than his intellect, he found his doom in playingarole :

far greater than himself. He ordered Col. Agapito Bonzon to
arrest Andres Bonifaciv as a rival and a threat, charged him
with sedition and treason ata military court piesided over by
" Mariano MNoriel, and after 2 mock trial of five days, had him
executed on May 10, 1897, . SRR e

Alter America annexed Filipinas in the Treaty of Paris o

fore Yankee reinforcement arrived, as insisted by ‘Antonio
Luna-—his best professional soldier—Ubut he hesitated. Tn-

stead, he feif 1o George Dewey's duplicity and was deprived .

of the nation’s seat of au:iority. He had Luna assassinated in
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija, on June 3, 1899, whaose talent he
simply could not muster to ensure the Revolution’s suceass.
From 1901 to 1907, the revolutionary army waged guerritla
warfare against the new conquerors and offered its patriots to
be kilied: Luciano San Migucl, Faustino Guillermo, Makario
Sakay and Lucio-deVega of Bulacan; ‘Siineon Ola and Lazarg
Toledo of Bicol; Roman Manolan of Pangasinar and Zambales;

Manuel Tomines of Isabela; Ruperto Rios of Tayabas; Dionisio .
Magbuslas of Negros; and Fzueting Ablen of Leyte. They rae

mained faithful to the goal of independence. They Yrere not

bandits, tulisanes, religious nuts and dis gruntled politicos; they -

represented a resurgence of the Revolution on a nrational scope.
The dustrados had all gone over to the American side, but Ri-
carte continued to make it truly one of the masses and rightful-
ly became its apotheosis. Only when he died, buried unknown
somewhere in the northern wilds, did the Revolution truly end,
Yankee imperialism produced a society that forgot a bru-
tal military campaign of suppression and accepted the myth.
of altruism as gospe] truth. ‘ :
Commonwealth. After 35 years of US tutelage, the Army

was revived on Jan. 11, 1936, through a National Defense .

Act. President Manuel Quezon appointed Jose delos Reyes
as chief of staff. Under the provisions of the Tyvdings-Mc-
Duffie Act, the Army could be called into the service of
America when necessary, '

Orange 3,% the Army con:
“that: gave the: penple the

.. fypically American to writhe
cousin while a daughter is being ) miti s
' Japan's becupation of Filipinas in 9421945 shattered the
people’s safe colonial' world, and- the majority reacted as -
ds- their hopes and fate in MacArihur, -
Defeats 'were transforined inta -illusions;: it Was

“ber 1972:by strongman Fere inand: Marcos: was a serninal
- event for the armed forces. The Army, led by Rafael Zagala, .

Dec. 10, 1898, Aguinaldo had the chance o take Mzriia be-

..The martial necessity ¢

- poverty,-elitism ‘of weal

Roosevelt formed the Usa
East) as umbrella military
i calted Douglas MacArth
“general, The Pacific War
- imperial forces bonibed Pe
~-Unprepated. for war with Ma

the Army.

throuzh the miseries afuf Ardtor of war America ahindoned

* Filipinas in March 1912, to.focus its war machine to defeat '
Nazi Geinany i Ewops. A livid Guezon raged: “Fui 50 years :
T have worked and hoped f  Now they burnan
" die for-a flag that could not protect thein. ['cariniot séand this -
- constant reference to England to Ewope. Que dermomo—how
i itk guish at the fare of a distant -

d formy people. Now they burn‘and

ped ‘i the hackroom!

American wards--placing

, and the Death

backed martial law because it shared the belief thar civilian

_ leadership enshrined by the 1935 Constitution had failed, .

and that it must save society:from litist: greed; oligarchic

corruption;” political demagoguery -and externally-fed sub-

version. Marcos was the duly-constituted authority,

external symptoms of re

quo, like a raging river, had separ ted us fron e
happy land our patriots envisioned. With courage, wisdom
and deicvmination, the vition of martial rule was to build a
bridge to*arrive at that'rich and happy jand. The:
Law Citation Badge” is worn proudly-iday by the
testimoriy of its principled Joyalty toits visic

- Edsal. Shorn of verbiage, Edsa [ was simply a military
sparked by thé: defection of two men which gave encouragement
to civilians supported by a religious leader with their invaluable
presence on the highway Together with US power with strong
adherents within the military, these elements extended their pro-

found acquiescence to the political regime established there-

to—the Army shifted its allegiance to the people.

The growing efficiency of comminication facilities; the -
intensification of legitimate violence in military hands, and .
the increasing sophistication of military organization propel.

it as the most decisive power in any state,. .-"

0. vast gierrilla. units:
ge and inspiration to fve

eptent-. -

revole’

| OFFICE OF THE ARSY CHIER PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emial addl: oacpa, iy 2012@gall cotn ~ Tel 6, {02 845-0555 Local: 5288, 5205

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peaonle. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028. & worla-class Army that 1s a source of national pride

OFFICE GF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army201 Z@Qmaii.cam - Teino. {02) 845-‘9555 Local: 5285, 5285

“benefited only a select few arid corriiption steadily be
the hallmar®: during the watch o Corazon Aquing. The
“February "86 Revolution Ribbon” awarded-to the Army is-
WOIM SIS Spathy and dismay. o e
~"Moro sitbstate; In a full-page ad in the Inat 14,
-2015, the Association of General and Flag Officers warned the
-mation that the House version of the Bangsarmioro Basic Law
was fraught with constitutional infirrmities and creates a sub-
‘state---acceptable’only if the political leadership can cross over
thieir line of bayonets. The Republic was s0 close to dismember- -
ment and the BBL wotld be one of the victimsof Mamasapano,
As the Army celebrates its foundauon: day, the nation
salutes its couzage and the préstige.of its name, its pers ;
ance in the worst of times, its patience ondition:
‘means to fight the wars of the Re
o : =

Reynaldo V; Sitvestre, a retired Army colonel, bernedalled >ffi-
‘cer and multicwarded writer; was former chief _Oj}’ice'_ofStratg- '
- gic and Special Studies, Armed Forces of -the Piilippines.
" He belongs 1o Cldss 1968 of the University of the Philippines
Vanguard .in- Diliman; .and taught  political 'scienice at” Up :
Manilawhen called to active dury as first Lewtenanr in 1975, - |

; . . .7 9 ;
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SEVEN suspected Abu Savyaf terrorists and 4
2 enldier wera killed diring a fiorce fire-
fight that erupted in a vﬂIage of. Patikui
“town iy Sulu, the military reported.’: :
Brig. Gen. AlanArrojado, Joint Task Group :
Sulu _commander, said 17 soldiers . were -
~wounded inthe clash. Six terrorists were also ;
“reportedly wounded ineluding wanted Abu
_.Sayya_f leader Radullan Sahiro '
i the military “sai
~Mfriam the 'enemv side wére

pine Army’s 10th Infantry Bartahon clashed' :
with ‘around 100 armed men - under the
onc-armed Sahiron in Shio Maggi, Baran-
gay Panglayahan, Paikul town, on Friday
morning. The firefight began at around 9: -
15 a.m. and lasted until 10:40 a.m.

The United States: government earlier -
put up a $1-million bounty for Sahiron’s ar-
rest, apartfrom the P5. miltion reward put ;

up by the Philippine governimient.”
- Arrojado said additional troops have been :
deployed to pursue the terrorist.group. :

Two military helicoprers airlifred the ©
lone fatality and the wounded soldiers on
Friday morning and brought them to hospl- :
tals for medical treatment, -
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By ROEL PARENO

ZAM?‘O ANGA CITY = A c.oldler and
seven Abu S avyaf bandits were killed in
an encounter in a Vi ]age mn Pa 1kul, Suiu
Vesterda*v . e

‘Seventeen scs]d' :

'were also ‘wounded -

“The military said among the w unded
militants were Abu Savval lead ers Radul-’
lan Saliron, Asari Sa;ml and Almujkr
Yada.

Sl Mario Iacmto, commanrier of the!
IGth,Infantry Baltalion (IB), was among
the wounded soldiers. "~ _

T Brig. Alan Ax‘rO]ado commandei'nf }
}omt Task Croup Sily, said soldiets bes
longing to the 10th IB encountered some
100 Abu Sayyaf militants in Sitio Maggiin
Barangay Pdm-iax ahai around %15 am.

Arro]ado said he ordered the reinforce-
ment of the troops to prevént the bandits:
from escaping. He said Marines and;
members of Naval Task Group Sulu-are |
conductmg blocking operations. = = -~ !

The slain soldier, whose identity was :
withheld pending notification of his fam-
ily, as well as the wounded soldiers were |
airfifted to a military hospital in Jolo.

- police statiori for the filing of appropriate

4 bandnts arrested

Meanwlnle, four suspected ﬁbu Savvaf :
mermbers have been arrested in'se arate :
Operatzons in‘Basilan and Su

“ Allamid  Asamuddin, alia
was nabbed yesterday morming
Sunset, Barangay Tabuk in Isabela, Basilan
while Jemar Aspari, Alden Acmad and
Dems Abtal were caplured in Barangay T

Bangkal in Patikul, Suiu before neon.on
Thursday SO

Asamuddm a known tollower o} the'
late Abu Sayyat leader Khadath Janjalani,
is wanted for hisinvolvementinthe sie ge
at Lamitari Hospital in May 2001 o

- Arrojado said Asgari, Asmad_and-
Abtal were tagied in the killing of a police -
officer and two soldiers on V\Ldnesday '

Thebandits were turned over to the Jolo -

charges, including violation of the elec-!
tion gunban. : ‘
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 BYNONOY ELACSON

: ZAMBOAN GA CITYL 2
suspected members of the Abu’ Savyaf '
Graoup (ASG) were arrested shortly
“before noon Thirsday at the village of -
Bangkal n Patxkul wwn in the provmce :
of Sula..

S A mlhtary xeport reachmg thxq uty B
1€Ient1ﬁu§ the arrested aileged ASG "
members as Jemar Asgari, 22, mar-

: ._.r1ed ‘Alden: Aqmad 29, marmed both: .
i of Barangay’ Darayan ‘Patikul; Sului

“ard Denis Abtal; 28, marrted of Lowcr'-
Sinumaan, Talipao; Sulu.’ :

The military snid the three w cre
the principal suspeets in the kitling of
Corporals Lamustre and Cpl Apiddo o

~both from the mtclhgence section ofthe
Philippine Army, 10th Infantry Battalion”
-haged. in Sulst prownce “last'Tuesday.
Jin Sitio leor;[,bong Barangay Igasdn
: Patikul, Suli’ e
" 'Fhe three were also the sugpetisin -
the killing of a policeman recently at the -
' wumty of the Jolo Air purt in J 0!0 town
proper in Sulu. i .

“The military said the suspects wcre L
ndzng on a motoreyele when they were -
stopped and apprehended at a military
check point in Bangkal, Patika, Sulu.

The suzpects were reportedly op-
erating under ASG suly leader Morasil
Mudjahirin whose area of operations is
in Patikul, Sulu,
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~ CPP-NPA Northeastern Mindanao
~ Reglonal Commiltée (NEMRC) the

s m L2

MAKIL

By MIKE U, CRISMUNDO

UTUAN CITY = The it

| of the New People’s Army

= (NPA) that could aceom:

modate as many as 400 fighters in

- Agusan del Norte Monday, according -

tothe Army "0 0 St
Field Army unit commanders

the regional headquarters of the

was located in'a {thickly forested area,
sonre 45 kilomelers from Jabonga
town proper It had 50 ouiposts, 240
bunkers, function hall, 29 makeshift
kitchens, 29 toilets and a complete

tary captured a major camp -

A ‘BUL

radio communication facilities. .

The camp also had training facili-,

Lies and had trenches and foxhole
< Itdrew its power from a -generat
U Troops of the 29th Infantry Batta
lion (29th IB), uridet the comman

‘Lt. Col. Ariel Orig;also found inside -
. "the camp a'b‘al_e'containing-z;{}ﬂo_mé-_
- ters of wire used ini the manufacture
said the NPA encampment was

of improvised explosive device (IED)
150 commiercial plugs, Sevaral bla
Ing taps, 50 meters laminat :
=50 containers loaded with gasolin

8 containers-engiiie _
bulk of AK47 rifle live ammunitions

with magazines, manual for makingof
anlED, and several an ti-government .

elligen

decume_nts_ with_hig_h_ int_

cated at the mountain border of

umicipalitios of Jabonga, Santiago

-and Kitcharao ~ all'in Agusag del

Nurte, within Mount Hong-Tlong. De-
spite its remoteness. the ¢

major providers.”

According to military corﬁma'n'd'-"_:__'.
ers, the pursoit operations after a-

serics of encounters Jast weck led by

the 29th IB troopers to the camp.
In seizing the camp, the soldiers
killed two unidentified NPA rebels
while an undetermined number of ;.
other insurgents were wounded and *
dragged away by're’treating‘f com: .

rades,

il _b'ackpaéks':'__ 5

_ amp had.
Strong cellular phone s gnal fromthe.

f the Philippirie s
“Meanwhile, fou

r regular fighters

. of lhie NPA surrendered to the Second -
‘Special Forces Battalion 2nd SFB)in -
'_-S_urigao'dél_suf Q’_r;-We_dne'sd_ay; aceord-

ties were temporarily withheld for
securify reasons; were regular mem-

‘bers of guerilla-Front Committee 21
. of the CPP-NPA Northeastern Mind-
‘anao-Regional Committee (NMRC).

=)
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ing to First Lt Karl Jan D.Devaras,’
commander of the 41st Civi] Military
. Operations (Magkahiusz) Compiny of
the Fourlh CMO Battallion, _

- The surrenderees, whose jdentj. :
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mii?(grgu = ONgtropa ng pamahalas
ooclde sa Bey Bore, Matanan s [alow.
1tqkama.ka1;1wa‘- Sa i amalﬂl&u

igang

atay si “Tebjeb™ |
mg kasamahan
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1

Sahiron
wounded

|
|

@WW’% even  Abu
W e, Sayyaf gun-
g, mmen and
Pt one  soldier |
were killed, while 23

others were wound- -
ed as fresh fighting -
erupted " belween': -
government iroops
and the Al Qaeda-
listked {orror group .‘

in Sulu Friday.

Brig. Gen. Alan Ar-
rojade, commander,
Joint Task Group Sulu |
(JTGS), said among

{he wounded was Abu Sayyaf ASG (ASG) chief- -

tain Radullan Sahiron: .

The US State Department has issued a-

Lt-million bounty for Sahiron who has been
Hinked W 2 sling of kidnapping cases, incuding
an American missionary couple in 2001 and
three Red Cross members of stall in 2009,

Arrojado said the encounter broke out !
around 9:15 aum. at Barangay Panglayahan, |

Patikul tovm,
Accarding 1o the JTGS commuander, govorn-

ment troops fiom the 10IB were conducling,

operafions in the area when theywere engaged
by approximately 106 Abu Sayyaf men under
* Sahiron.

The firefight, whichlasted umtil 10:40am,, left -
one soldier dead and 17 others wounded from

the government side, while the ASG reportedly
suffered seven dead and six wounded.

'

, bolicy.

Aside foi Sehiron, the nfitary also ic

o ; ¥ also denu-
fied Asari Sajail and Almiger Yada as ‘
woundedextzenﬁétsf{f&': i mongthe
Arrojado said the Tactical Operations Squad.

I i tad- .

;l'm;l (TOtS) Ji ?;0 Immediately provided twsfll{uey
elicopters to evacuate the military fes -

around2:00 pam,. -taw @SU&HIGS
He also directed adjacent units to provide |
) , Ige ;
mxnfomement‘mﬂqeengaged troops. . p e :
- Last week, the ASG issued a one-month
ultimatumn to the government wnd families of |
. thetwo(‘dnadlans gian man, and one
Filipina to meet their demands or they would
exceute he hostageswho saized from an island |
resortin Samal, Davao del Norie in Sopfermbor
lnstyoan = : ) 5
Despite the threat, the military stressed it |
Spic =al, the siressed it ]
was standing by the gover~ments no ransom l

“We support thenoransompolzqyefﬁwgov*

i

- ernment,”stressed Col Noel Detoyats, Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFE) pubi affairs
office clijef Sal'dina.'sptétmﬁént ')':'p#bi_l? " k.
. “Wewilljust continue with our focused mily. |
tary opermiions hased on available infur; nation. |
tosupportthe police operations,” added Detoy- -'i
alo, even as he emphasized that “the safety .
ofthe hostages is a primary concern during
combat operations.” (Elena L. Aben)
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increa sing foreign military
Philip pines in view of Ch e
iin the South China'Sea. i f __
- Phi lippine government officials engaged US
legidla tors to mobilize congressionat support for HVIO! L
key Philippine advocacies in the US from March. - Cardin seite
15 to 16 and thanked lawrnakers for impelling -
‘the U!5 fo take necessary steps in safegtiarding -
‘thé rii le of l]aw in the Asia-Pacific region: 0

his country ta
© 0 against provocative acti
- On March 15, Philippine Ambassador to the - --_:He’-é}:s_t}'gxpreﬁsed-hxs firm beliet an the rul
Unite:d States Jose Cuisia Jr. and acting Justice  of law arid_ recognized the leadership of
Secret ary Emmanuel Caparasled the Philippine Phll_lpp_ujeg'_} v 'develop_mg_ a 16810 |
deleg; ation in separate meetings with SQHSJ-BO}_?'-_ CDHdU_C_i»_'- T o . :
Corke r and Ben Cardin, cthaisman and member, - Rep. Randy Fotbe, a senior member of the . .
FoE e he forets : “House Armed Services Com,

“intere stin the A's'ia:%Pziéif'i'cregion z'mii_ siving m- 1'1'1 a statement.on I\fi:c"'-n__‘_c:h._;?;__'FQrbg_ e rIth‘IZF‘d ]

porta nce to the “rebalancing of power policy.” - China’s recent actions in the South ._g_hm:d;_Sea ’
“Fihe committee has been influential in the and reaffinmed the importance Qf EhL alliance E

decisi on-making process of the cuurentUSs - - el

administration. We recognize the consider-- ?

able i mipact the committee’s initiativeshas =

between the US arid the Philippiries for
tenance of peace and prosperity. in'the regio
- “China’s ‘behavior in the Asia-Pacific b,
undermimed regional stability and unneces-
sarily antagonized the Philippinés and other
partners in the region. The United States has an
obligation under its decades-old security treaty :
with the Philippines to tesist acts of aggression. . h
against ourally,” the statement read. St dedicated service of

Forbes expressed the apinion that the US ‘American sérvicemen. and women during
needs to be more present in the South China World Wéi‘t"'-_II.énd're'cognizes them for their
Sea and that joint patrols would be “huy gely courage, bravery and valor as they served un-

6

istorical-account of th
Filipino ‘and Filipino- -

important, helpful and useful.” - .det the command of the United States Armedi-
‘ Tyhe Philippines’ campaign to combat traf- . Forces.of the Far East - - e e e
ficking in persons (TIP) was also discussed .- -}_fqu__'.-Wé'fceléBraté'.fhé"Tf}th'-'anhii}érééty: of
with the senators. 7. - L i 16 o i Sl

_ e e Philippines-US relations: this edr; el o
‘Corker remarked that TIP,'.describe_d"._as_':.;;mé:ﬁ%zi‘_thaéé 'éﬁa:'ffiéﬁds}ti};;'forg:é E;trlfe‘:
“modern-day slavery,” should not have a place experience of fighting side by side in wars fop
in today’s world. - R e liberation. ft1s our fervent hope that orir lorige-

~ The meetings with the US Tawtakers also standing ties will only growstronger over fime-
mmgd to shore up greater support for a bill  and that our _\_z'c':l;erans receive the rec;ognitio:&f
 OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHiEF pl *° "8 10 @ward a Congressional Gold Medal, they deserve,” Cuisiasaid, . - Pia Lee-Brag

'

Army Core .Purp.ose: Sé{viﬁg the people, 'Seéﬁring theland.
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j-_;C h_mese

in Sprotlys?

< The Uniled Staies 5w orricd

about the pmqa}ﬂiﬁ_\, of Chma :

deciarmg an’exclision zone -

in the'South; C}\ma Sea'if 1*; :

IOSes ima marmme arbitration
case filed by Mamla befoxe an
mte;:natwnal court.

“Admiral john Rmhardbon,

chief of US naval operations,.

raiged the sCenario inan mter-

v:ew th Reitters onThurr‘d ay.

“weighing Fesponses to such ?
move. The UN-backed arbitra
court based in The Tague is
eXpOrtLd torute !;m th.e.c.ase. mJ
weeks. L
ﬂleﬁfﬁ&fégsald Chinese activ:
ity around Panatag’ (Scarbog»
ough) Shoal,’ ‘seized from the

Phﬁlppiﬂé: n-2012, could be

d rec-
a precursor to ‘more;lan

lamation in the South China.

Sea and West Philippine Sea.
China claims most of the

South China Sea, through

which more than $5 trillion in

lobal trade passes every year..
8 OThe ?hlilgpmes, Vietnam,

Malaysiz, Brunei and Tatwan
have rival claims.

Richardsonsaid the US mili- -
a1y had scen Chinese activily |
Jurn to Page 6

S iwas

around ‘Panatag Shoal in the . -Shoal”
part of the Spratly -
pelago, about 125 miles pursutt of South
km) west of Subic Bay, -
once the site of the blggest

Cmortherd
“arehiy
{200

US naval hase ou

“military bage.

I think we'see sbrne Qurfat_é' i
. qlup activity and those sorts of to

things, survey type of ; activity, .
going on. That's an area of
anext pos'51b1e area

concern .,
of rec}amanon “ he sajd.

: clear f the

C hmcse actm
Ea_h_oal :

declined. to beé identifiec

b' aus
-speakto the medm sauci*he was

' ”C' maél rPadv ha~ de facio
s.unuu} over the shoal since
2012 and - they always have.

“two fo three ¢oast guard ships.
“there. We are also monitoring
‘their activities and: move-

ments-there,” the official told
wpuxtem S

“There are no mdlcations :

Chma Wlll reclaim Panatag

teide the create artificial islands cise-
mainland. It is now a 'hilip- where in

Plise-contr viled [e uyuu and - ened to rey

Rlchardqon ‘:a1d it was un- -

. -ThpPH;hppnw Bepartment !
cof Foreign' Affairs said it had = an air deferse i
yet to receive a uport about

ties in Panatag ther north ifl the. East Chm

S APl'uhppmemxhtary ofﬁmal

e1snot authonmd o

East Chma Sea ADIZ by ﬂytng
. B-52 bombers through the zone
“ina show of forcein November
20

R1chard'

: temtory which ha

‘massive land recl lamation to

ng. mih’ea ization of the South
% China Sea had' increased the
_wzilmgnesq of oter countries
i the region to vwerl tugether,
ndxa and Japan have joined
the US\N Navy in the Malabar
naval exercise since 2014, and
were due to take partagam this
year in an ¢ven miore compiex
'exerczse that willtake place in
all area c]nsc 10 the East and

the Spratlys; threat- -
erse decades of

“rules” that required countries
o obtdin permission befoie
: tran51t1ng those w
He said that wa; ._worry
given that 30 percent of the
~ world’s trade passe
he Tegio

in 'Ihn Ha

us
vould welcome the partzr:},pa—

f othu countdes in joint -
ols i he South China Sea,

-Z0ne; or AD%Z as it dld far-

Sea’in 2013’- Rz

_ nshipsw
such’ as Vietnam.:

I,Ianncd to con he ’hﬂ;ppmes and’ Indm,

_out freedom-
exc,rc_‘ ses wit
‘thiles of disp
Sea peosrahi
-underscore itsc nsabou
keepmg sea lanes open.

Joint patrols
Tm uUs rcsponded fo. the

eet review that mc]uded
75.5hips from 507 navies, and’
‘said the US was explormg
oppor‘cumutb to mcrease its-
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use of ports in the Philippines
and Vietnam, among.others
~including the former US
naval base at Vletnam 5 Cam
Ranh Bay.

But He said Washmgton
needed to proceed ;udmouslv

80,7 Carter said. -

t0 have the ability to ensure; .t
that anyone who starts:a con<. of it fe
flict with'us wili regret domg caneludi:

The chanman of f:he ]Omt'j{:

:Chiefs of Staff," ‘Marine Geno

o the regzon,--ff
60. ercent of its =

-.]oseph Dunford in his: own-: 4 6 su

rather than charging in “very -
fast and very. heavy,” ve
the enormous:irifiuence ang
importance of the Chinese
economy inthe region: i
“We have to be sop feti-
cated in how we approach
this c6 that we don't force
any.of our partners Anto i
an uncomfortable position - don't believe.
~where ‘they have' to make"""' nd ‘Amer

clation
“of Southeast Astan Nations
(ASEAN), to-building the se- |
ety capa ﬂmr‘u_n‘nurmanv -
_jfrlends and allies wh

any potential’ adverqary
He said there is need to
[<aiatdl nuﬂs”

Tim prove US w art -

AT

: “_We would hope to _'have'
‘an’ approach that would @
. include us as a pnmary part—._
.netrbu

}I_vlannmg and budgeung Rus)_
- sia, Chma, North ‘Korea;

'icompetstors” that haw_ both
dcvelﬂpcd and ‘continued fo'.
advance military systems that

: t a Senate bud‘ge’t et mng '
in Washinglon, Defense Sec-
. retary. ASh Carter said the US  goek o threaten US advam&gesf'
+ expects China't uphold Presi- in specific areas. _
~dent X:}mpmg s pledge, made "+ ;
:during a state visit last year,
. not to militarize the S

aing a decmwe
_military edge in_the Asia-
':_Pac1f1c todav, Chm

was testifying at a Sen- ' (
" ate Armed Services Committee -
" hearing on Thur‘:da‘ on the - the Asia-Pacific, where Chma” :
4 Defense Department’s-fiscal ~is rising,, whxch ig fine,: but: |
¥ year 2017 budget request "of-"_jbehavmg aggresqveiv '
$582 7 billion. ; - isnot,” hesaid." o

' e “"We muist have and be seen " In the . Asia- Pac1f1c he's

HThe other challen o is'in

: rfare systems:'—'
Reuters, Jose. Kahgbak/STAR :
: Waslungton bureau S
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: by the P}uuppmu
"over its South'China Sea claims

could be & igzer for Bedjing to -
ion zone in the © -

dsml are 'an e d

“about 200" km’ west 6
_Subic Pay uaval base in 7 am-
“bales in’ the northern ; p:nt or_; '

“the dispured Spratlychain. .
“I think we see-some surface

ship activity and those sorts of
things, survey type of activiry,

cern ... a next possible arca of
1'6(:151'“51 irian,” he said.

RIChaidaOR said it was unclear .

against hnm__::

China claims most of the . APhilippine Armed Forces of-
South China Sea, throu=h which ficial who declined” to be: 1dent1~ :
nare than 35 frillion in global . fied because: he s

- trade passes every year. Vietnam,: rlzed to speakto-the ed a said '

Malaysia, Brunei, the Phihppmes he ‘was’ unaw

‘nomic zone, as defined by th

‘and Taiwan have rival dlaims,
“Scarborough Shoal, known s

Panatag Shoal of Bago de Masin- -

loc in'"the Philippines, kes about.
218 Jam {118 natutical miles) west
“of Zambales province and within -
the - Ph111ppmes 370G-] kllometer
(200 autical m11e) exclumve EC0-

|survey. shxp irrthe
5 “Chma alread ‘has de facto

'2012 and they always have w
't thiee coast guard sh;ps thex e

United - Natioris- Conventon on
the Law of the Sea {(Inclc cs). It is
550 nautical mifes, or more than
1,000 k. off the closest Chmeqe
coast on Hainan islagid!

In"April 2012, a Ph;hppme
warship tried to arrest Chinese
fishermen, whose presence’ in
the shoal was illegal. The Chi:-
nése Coast Guard intervened,”
restlting in a standoff that went
on for two months, _

China says it has owned Sear-

. borongh for centuries, based on -
., r what it ealls its hlstorxcal rights -

. to the area.

if the activity near the reef, one of |

the crucial disputed land forma-
tons between China and the

Philippines that China seized in

2012, was related to the pendmg
arburanon decision, -

i

. AFP unaware’
going on. That's an area of con-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF U

The Philippine Department -
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) on Fri- -
day said it war verifying the US
Navy report about Chinese ac- °
tivities in Panatag Shoal,

“We are verifying the report
with our concerned agercies,” |
said Assistant Secretary Charles -«
Jose, the DEA spokesperson, :

Just last week, the DFA criti- f

_ cmt of South Chma ﬁca temtonj,

Richardﬂon qatd Chlms pm- :

obtain pPrmlsSIO' !
ing thoss waters, 007

He said that was a worry giv- .
en rhat 30 percent of the world’ B

trade passes through the region.. -

Asked whether Chizta tould re-

- spond to the ruling by the Inter-

" national Court of Arbitration in '
The Hague by declaring an air de-

fense identification zone, or Adiz,
as it did fasther nortl in the East |

happens,” he said. “We' thmk
. about contmgencxes arid .
sponses.”

© China Sea in 2013, Richardson .
¢ gaid: “It's definitely a coricerr.” €
“We will just have to see what |

i
'

Rlchardson 8aid; the Umted

:States planned to continue car-
CEYIng ot freedom-of-navigation
Fexerceises within 22 km (12 nau-
“tical ‘miles) of disputed -South
“China Sea geographical features
: to underscore its conceriis about
‘keeping sea lanes open S

QInt p;
- The Umted States responded

to the Rast China Sea Adiz by

fiving B-52 bombers through

“the zone in a show of force in
71 :November 2013." '

Richardson: saxd he ‘was

: étmck by how China’s increas-

ng 'mxhtarlzatmn of the South
; ”‘e:t had. mcreaﬁaci 1he
illinigness of other countries in
the region to work together.
India-and Japan have:joined
the US Navy in the Malabar
.naval exercise since 2014, and
‘were dueé to take part again this
year in“an even‘more compiex
exercise ‘that will take place ir
an area close to the East and
South China Secas.
" South Korea, Japan and the
United States were also work
ing together more closely thar
ever before, he said. :

cized China’s plan to launch ;
civilian flights from the contest-
ed Paracels.

myZ{Ju@gman com-Tel ne. {02) 845-5555 Local: 5285, 5
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Richardsorn:  said the United
States would welcome the partici-
pation of other countries in joint
patrols in the South China Sea, but
those decisions needed to be made -
by the countries in questio. .

. 'He said the US military saw |

"good opportunities to build and |
rebuild relationships with coun- .
wies such sz Vietnam, the,
Ph]iippznes and India, which |
have all realized .the impor-,
‘tance of safeguardmg the free:.
dom of the seas. = S
- He cited India’s recent host—
ing of an international fleet re-:
view " that -inchided 73 shxps,
from 50 navies, and said the US|
was explering opportunitios to
increase its use of ports in the:
Philippines - cand - Vietnam, |
':among omcrs——mdudmg the :
“former US naval base at’ Viet:
“nam’s Cam Ranh Bay, ™

_But he said Washington need-
ed to procced jx:diciously rather |
than char gmg in “very fast and
‘very heavy,” given the enormous
influence and importance of the
Chinese economy in the region,

“We have to be sophisticated :
in how we approach this so that |
we don't fofce any of our part-
ners into an uncomfortable po-
sition where they have to make
aadeoffs that are not in thelr
best interest,” he said. !

“We would hope to have an ap- !
proach thatwould ... include us as |
a primary partner but not neces-
sarily to the exclusion. of ather ey
partners in e region.”  Reutters B

o
1
]
i

rock at

Panatag Shoal:

NAVY personnel
- plant the Philippine..

flag ana
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facility. will-also be used:by;
 the Philippine Coast Guia
and the Butreau of Fisheri
\quatic Resotirces of t

Department of Agriculture
(MA). s IR
With the base, the Navy

aims Lo improve Lie existing

The Department of National
Retense (DND) announced
vesterday that a naval base iy
being built in Batanes.

Defense Secretary Vol-
taire Gazmin and Batanes
Rep. Henedina Abad led the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the Ples5-million proec last

and humanitarian assis
-and disaster responge opera-
Stions.

Naval base to rise in |

By JAIME LAUDE

Thursd ay.

“We envision a naval hase
that shall have accessible na-
val installations which could
provide logistics, training

and other support services in.

the conduct of prompt and
sustained tleel and marine
operation,” Gaszmin said in

‘has been the frequent toute of
_ _ ., Storms and typhoons, espe--
- “The vlace is ¢hosen as the ‘cially during r o

.« most strategic area based on  Gazmi

f Batares

riny ecason,”

his speech.
When compieted, the naval:

base will include a logistics ‘

tacility, wharf and beaching
areas,; small craft facii%ty arel ¢

communicalion and elociron.

ics facilities.
Aside from the Navy, the

.
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Is Chlna takinover

2
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P dnatag Shoal

~ T was only a matter of time. While the nation

administration spending i
- anointed candidate, China
the Panatag Shoal. = -

T T hm“_ rtegtacs ey gy e L T o
The head of US nrval Tprretions, Adm. Jola Richardsun, said, the US. -
militaryhadseen Chineseactivityarcund_théPé_ii_éf'gg(Sjéat_b_q:bugh)'s___hc}éd, '

. Mea 2,500 km away, North Kote !
perhaps,tw more medium-tange ballistic missilesin to the Seaof Japan
Actually, the name “Sea of Japun”is in dispute, since both Northand South
Kerea call that ocean arca the “Last Sea” R S ;
The US State Department responded forcefully to 'thé_Nort_h_Koreg_zi;c_' A

. tion by sending a message on social-media p]atformTwmtelsavmg

callagain onNorth Korea to refrain from é(':tiohs_'_th'ét_fi_ii’ﬂfic‘-_‘f_f_a.i'se't
.in the region The US government r_:'e_leésed_-_é;"i_sfaté" : A
‘monitoring the tuation on the Korean Peningi j
nsadent Aquing and is administration are not olely to blame for this |
situation. On two previous occasions, the Phiiip'}:ﬁn_'ééfé'écﬁhgd outto Chini |
in hopes of trying to smooth relations and build closer ties Chins reacted |
with its usual “take or leave it” attitude. L : ‘
However, the administration must take responsibility for escalating the -

One thing is certain, though. In the coming months after the election,

the Fhilippiresis goingtoneed Strﬂngandcompetentleadérship thatwillbe — T iran
lorced to make difficuit decisions thatthe public maynotalwaysagreewith. | (p2) 8458255 Local: 5285, 5795
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Petron, RcmArmy eye morale fﬁhf‘tmg wins.

PETRON and RC CoIa-Army willtryto -
end the third round on a winning note.”
by taking on separate rivals today m‘-”_.;r ays.
the: Phlhppme Superhga Invitational  a
Conference women's . volleyball at-" i berths
o :whmh stam’fafter the Hoiy Wi
Already through to the final mund '

Tiloil FlymgVCenterm San Juan.:

where they get a aack wt Tha team
FST Cola. the Tady Tronpers will har-
tle the Cignal HD Spikers at 3 p.m.
while ‘the Tri Actv Spikers will-lock
homs with the Foton Toplander ini the

-1 p L, openen

cut even 1f they premai and foxge ties -
Catde2 -

a maximum 11 ‘points; | whﬂe
etron and F2 Loglsucs hav 12po‘ ts.
G Cola :

xpect ithe: Lady 'Il: pers to ga:
~all gut after suffering a shock’ ﬁve—set
lefeat at ‘the harids of
“The HD Spikers, who have'Wwon two' + Spikers last Thursday. :
straight including a rousing upset over - . The Thais, made up of the counu y’s %
the 'Trl Activ’ Spikers, won't make the — second team, are scheduled to plane |
‘this: weekend Snrteen—yeamld
“apen  hitter- Chatchu'-ﬁ  Moksr will -
'_.;j'Iead the visitors. M _ Anrhonyﬂeyes i

' Eased ott quouent Lignal can only
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EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE il Phl Army Achieved Positive Trust and Satisfaction Ratings

FORT ANDRES BONIFACIO, Taguig City (DWDD) ~ The Philippine Army has achieved positive resutt of their fruust
and safisfaction ratings, to include its nation-building contribution index based on the latest nationwide survey
y Club Media Asia, Inc.

According to Lt Gen Eduardo Ano, Commanding General of the Philippine Army, the organization has maintained an
excellent trust rating and has improved their net satisfaction rating and nation-building contribution index this year.
The army has maintained their excellent trust rating of +75, similar o its baseline record in 2015; while in terms of
net saiisfaction rating, they recaived 2 +73 roting, or an increase of +3 points based from its +70 rating last yaar.

The Philippine Army’s biggest improvement in the survey was its nation buiiding contribution index which gota +74
rating compared to +88 in 2015.

Lt Gen Ano added that these figures indicate that the Philippine Amy is traversing thew right track in achieving one
of its strategic objective of being an army loved by the people and it also meant that the services they provided were
appreciated by Filipinos.

The survey was conducted among 1, 092 respondents from Luzon, Visayas and Windanao.

This latest achievement is considered another development for the Philippine Army's Transformation Program after
receiving the coveted Island of Good Governance Award from the Institute for Solidarity in Asia in October 2015,

Lastily, Lt Gen Ano reiterated that this is a great anniversary gift for the Philippine Army, on their 190" vear of
existence and rest assured that thair army wiii continug to serve the people 2nd secure our land as mandated by our
Conslitution. AES / OACPA I MCAG
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7 bandido patay, ASG leader kabilang sa mga sugatan sa Sulu clash - AFP
By Bombo Mars de San

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Kinumpirma ng militar na kabilang sa anim na nasugatan sa panig ng Aby Sayyaf
Group (ASG) ay ang kanitang kilalang lider si Radullan Sahiron sa nangyaring engkuwentro na nagsimuia
dakong alas-9:15 Ng umaga kanina sa Sitio Maggi, Barangay Panglayahan, Patikul, Sufu.

fto ang inihayag ni B/Gen. Alan Arrojado, ang commander ng Joint Task Group (JTG)-Sulu, habang nasa
pitong mga bandido pa umano ang napaulat na napatay sa sagupaan.

Napag-alaman na nakasagupa ng tropa ng 10th Infantry Battalion ng Philippine Army na nasa Hatim ni

HC. Jacinto ang hr1:nig£i—f<;unml£mg 100 bandido na pinangungunahan mismo nj Sahiron,
Ayon kay Arrojado, bandang alas-10:40 Ng Umaga nang humupa ang matinding putukan sa lugar,

Hindi pa natukoy ng militar ang identity ng pitong nasawi sa ASG habang dalawa Pa sa anim na sugatan
ay kinilalang sina Asari Sajail at si Almujer Yada.

Una rito, kinumpirma ni Major Felimon Tan, tagapagsalita ng Westen Mindanao Command
{(WestMinCom), na isang sundalo ang binawian ng buhay sa bakbakan habang umaabot na sa 17 ang
Base sa impormasyon, Kinilala ang nasawing sundalo na si Cpl. Pasiol.

Habang 15 sa 17 sugatan, ay kinilalang sina LtC. Mario Jacinto, TSg. Edgar Pahunang, £5gq. Henry
FPaguyo, Sgt. Abduraman Ladfahasan, S8g. Randy River, Sgt. Jul Amin Baridji, Sgt. Rey Saluag, Sgt.
Baguio Balansi, Cpl. Jerahkin Cuello, Cpl. Roel Sihao, Pfc. Gleen Richard Ponse, Pfc. Jojo Anlas, SSqg.
Bernard Rey Tamparo, Sgt. Anthony Remotin AT SI Put, isagani Moracilia.

Sa ngayon ay nagpapatuloy ang pursuit operation ng magkasanib na puwersa ng iba't ibang unit ng mifitar
sa lugar laban sa mga papatakas na bandido.

Tumulong na rin ng Philippine Air Force (PAF) sa fire support sa ground froop habnag nagsasagawa na
rin ng blacking poperation ang maa sundalo sa mga nagisistbing withdrawal route ng mga handido,
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& dig. 12 wounded in Sulu clash

Eight people, including a soidier, were kifled while 19 others were wounded in a firefight between
govermment troops and Suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) brigands in the hinterlands of Sulu, a top
military official disclosed Friday.

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, Joint Task Group Sulu commander, disclosed the fire fight broke out around
9:15 a.m. Friday in Barangay Panglayahan, Patikui, Suiu.

Arrojado said the troops from the Army’s 10th Infantry Battalion were on security operations when they
clashed with around 100 ASG brigands led by Commander Radultan Sahiron,

Sahiron, who is known as the one-armed bandit Commander, is the oldest among the existing ASG
leaders in the provinge of Suly,

Atrojado disclused thal 16 of the 19 wounded were soldiers while the remaining three included Sahiron
and two of his followers namely Asari Sajail and Almujer Yada,

Arrojado did not refease the identities of the slain and wounded soldiers, who were taken to
theCamp Bautista Station Hospital for medical treatment.

Arrojado directed the nearby military units to provide reinforcement while the Fire Artillery Battalion was
ordered to provide fire support to the engaged froops, '

WWW.pna.gov.ph

OPAFP sets fransiiicmaijusﬁce, reconciliation recommendations in motion

Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP) Sec. Teresita Deles has assured recommendations
made by the Transitional Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) to forward the Bangsamoro
peace process will be operationalized.

The recommendations were included in a report taunched to the public on March 15 in Cotabato City.

During the lainch, Deles said Executive Secretary Paguifo Ochoa, Jr. issued a memorandum of
instruclions (o OPAFP to putin motion the reconimendations in the report,

The TURC conducted various consultations across the country on what would ba an important component
to promote healing and reconciliation among the communities affecied by the decades-long armed confiict
in Mindanao.

Deles outlined concrete actions on how the TIJRC report could be implemented.

“We witt seek at the eatliest possible time to drayy up Memoranda of Agreements to institutionalize the
partnership along these different tasks with selected government agencies,” she said,

The government agencies are the National Commission en Mustim Filipinos (NCMF); the National
Comrmnission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIPy; the Department of Education (DepEd); the National Historical
Commission (NHC): the Claims Board for Human Rights Victims of Martial Law; the Autonomous Region
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in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) regional government; and the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Deles said that those agencies "hayve already initiated relevant processes and reforms on which the work
of truth-telling, memorialization, redress, and reconciliation can build,”

“As well, we will try to expand our efforts by tapping the expertise and knowledge base of the academic
community and civil society,” she added.

Despite setbacks, Deles called on everyone "not to give up” on the peace process.

“This Bangsamoro opportunity is one we ignore at our own peril. And we take heart in seeing that the
parties in this peace process are not ignoring this opportunity and are in fact doing all they can to make
sure we take it and make the most of it. Despite setbacks and difficulties along the way, no one is backing
out. No one is giving up—not the MILF, not the government. And we ask you not to give up as well,” Defes
said,

The TJRC finiched drafting its ropait in Decomber 2015 and subsequently submitted to {fe Mhitippine

government (GPH) and the Morn islamic Liberation Front (MILF) negotinting panels durine their maeting in
ruala Lumpur, Malaysia held on Feb. 10 fo 11, 2016.
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