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_:Cooperanon Agreement (Edca), mcludmg one
'facmg disputed islands in the South Chma Sea :

The announcement eame; -'tary facilities as it a.sserts its
t i c:Ia:m to vartually all: of - the

- tHon' of outposts i the' South Phlhppmes '_Brunm Ma}aysm'
- China” Sea, whete six’ Asidn’ Vietnam and Ta1wan i
countries: have competmgé" The . two" sides  also: -
claimis, " notnced the prospect of “signif-
‘China has buile” artlﬁexal _-mant”‘US funding for maritime
1siands Wlth airstnps and mlh ;5._ AL PH,USAGREEJAI?.

A
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From page AI . ‘

secur;ty mm Yes in the Phjhp_
pmes,_ support  that’ comes
ila, pursues efforts to:

pines’. island:. groups, . Manila

:.danao where the United States

“is: con(.emed about the presence de

“sa, .
ithe hoﬂy ‘contested Spratly ds:
land;_s e rhe South China Sea

apo. - City, Z_ambales provinice,
_ litary ships dock ev-
_}eryyear on routine visits.
‘Subic is closést to Panatag
__Shoal (mtemauona] name:
Scarborough ‘Shodly; 230 “kilo-
meters west of Zambaies, where
the Unijted States has seen Chi-
nese activity that could be a pre-
cursor to more land reclamation
in the South China Sea.
China seized the shan -in
2012 after a two-month stand-

off between Chinese and Phliip—

pine vessels

ng
presence in‘each of’ the' Philip- 1

d Washmgton EHDOﬁQCEd

ce’ Fort Magsaysay;
province, used -m:’

Cps im-
plementation of the Edea:

" The 10-year Edca'was gned"
by US and Philippine ‘officials in

2014, but it only got the green
light in January after the Philip-
pine Supreme Court ruled it was
constitutional. It is a key part of
the Obama administration effort

2

pine military bases through to-
‘tation of trooPS'*sm s'and a

to reassert US Jpresence in Asia.
The deal would glve the US
mﬂ1tary greater access to Phﬂlp-

o o b S
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; mg 10 regmnal peatce;

statement sazé

“ tional defense capabilities and m-
.teroperabﬂzty in the areas of mar-
itime security and domain aware-

ness, enhanced joint dctivities, Fitg-

_manitarian and disaster response,
counterterrorism, cyi:nersec:lmty
_ and mf ' ;fmauon sharmg, 1t sa1c1

E US Dep:_ __Assxstant Secre‘:ary
5f Defe "':Amy Seanght qa1d

‘Congress of its i
;:wd 50 yithon to help bmld re-

_' mo _ ormg capabﬂmes

,_{their shared commitment o
; "ng i:heu:] aihance :

“and. economic prosperity,” 'the_.

_ ing defense cooperation : Activities
16 teinforce’ their: respéctive qia-

““reeping invasion” t
“China Sea, said- the deal” was_es-
“sential ‘in. building “credible: de-
fense” for.the Phﬁlpplnes and that

it would give the country *a ﬁght—

. ing chance” against the Chinese.”
“ In a statement issued yester-

day, the militant group Bagong
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan),
one of the petitioners that lost
the case against the deal in the
Supreme Court, called the selec-
tion of the five locations “a mid-

f

night'" deal” . by" President
AquIno’s admmstratxon ‘saving’
‘the bases were chosen Withm his-

jast fewmonths in office.

' ‘quumo will go down m-h:sto~f
1y as the President who, “brotight

back US: "ases to” ourshores.
il T resistance
ere these bases

¥y

:Wﬂl be set up,
general Renato Reyes said.-

_:Za the selectl

“President Aquiric should be
caﬂed to account for tlns
_Zarate said. ..

- Kabataan Rep. Antonm Tmm
said the agreement would be
the. most extensive mzhtary
‘bases deal since World Warll

“bases “agreements, US military

presence was confined mainly to-

Clark and Subic. Under the Ed-
ca, US forces will be hosted con-
tinuously (inn the guise of ‘rota-
tiona] presence’) i Luzom,
Visayas and Mindanao,” he said.

Senatorial candidate Neti
Colmenates said the deal was a

‘Bayan sécrétary.

Bayan Muna . Rep.; Carlos_
o nof the
five locations an “utter § rzen—;- '
der of otir national sovereignty.”

“Unéer the postwat, mﬂ.ttary_
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. ing built,” Padilla said.
'_'Cagayan de OF

'cause for” alarm as it Woulé'

Counclor Lourdes D
:makemephﬂlppmesat 'getfm A il sl

P ;

useof Tumbia Air: Base hometo:
he Phﬂ1pp1ne Al che 15th -
e i .

“ing the bupreme Court dec:szon :
: 'ﬂpholdmg the constltutmnahty-._j_ : of US use of the base shouid be.
- ofthe Edca, .. S i of prostltuuon inthe mty " considered: - With reports from
“The: rulmg of the Supreme *..0n the other hand, he sald TGl Cabﬂcungan and Jaymee T,
Coutt speaks forjtself: There is :the presence of Us forces could © Gamil " in Manila; ' Jigger
‘10 violation of the Constitution, boost- the" Lonﬁdence of in- - Jerusalem, . Inguirer. Min-
There are no new US bases be- vestorsinthecity. - " ... - danao; AP and Reiiters

5
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5 People’s Atmy, v noe
'Topamo were: among. the ' 72°" "~ Ocaripo said the- pohce and
: le; j er?’ military. had made four: other

“tion -center. Magpantay “and’

ent: -capture the other vtctnns ‘of
_ .-Jaﬂ behevmg they-;nustaken identity ‘were . Ole-
- were’ commiunist " rebels, n - gario Sévas (Dec, 25, 2012; Ne-
2013, the Court of Appeals d1—;. - gros Occidental);” Ofeho Inong

._:rected the police to release se-

_ eurity guard Rolly Mira Panesa,

- who was mistaken: for Dariilo -
- Benjamin Mendoza, a suspéct:’
ed ofﬁcer of the CPP and New

7

(Sept.'10,2013; Sagada, Motin-
:“tain Province) and Eduardo Es-
:teban (Aug. 5, 2014 Jaro, Tloj-
doyis

“Tonette Ore;as Inquzrer
Central Luzon
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‘of the most senior Abu Sayyaf':' Teac
'leade Radullan Sahlron whD'f-_ i

The fi ghtmg left

'tani's killed and score others,

mdudmg soidmrs wounded "

]omt Task: Group Sulu
- 'The number of the-
ed from the povernment forces .
ificréased to 20 qolchers itwas::
__reported yesterday:
Ome of those wounded were

_Lt Col: Matio Jacinto, com-
‘mander of the 10th Infantry -tz

'Battahon (IB), the military said:
“““Jacinto led the offensive
that also left two of Sahiron’s
henchrnen wounded.

&

5 mg any medmal'prachhoner to’
. reat their wounded leader
- companions in the jungl

Securl’cy forces were also
d.in- do ntown _'{010 10

d

- Maj: Pelimon Tan Jr, spokes-
manof Weastersi Mindanao

-Command {Westmincom), said

19 of the wounded %oidzers_

'C.‘amp Navarro General ‘Hos-

pital while one was taken’ to ¢ a
private hospital.
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fail attack ata mﬂitary detachment soldiers aleriness and ﬁrepower foxled
where at 1east five of their comrades the _attempt" Lnnet told repox‘ters He
were ehevedta have been wounded, . sai : !

termmed nmnber of BIFF gunméﬁ also -
tmed o overrun the Sopad Detachment Piang hxghway, both in Magumdanao

9
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- The Philippine
rnal ecunty threata,'

ngthen OUr Tegumn
ablhtsesmanticipatm of
ation into a- better eqmpped, nd
3} il D Ams saxd in; A speech: Iast

i Bsis, er of the A
amy’-: Hmlrang’ Ciasq 1987, " took Over:
sixth commidnder in seremonies held st the ARRs pe
e gmunds ‘replacing Cols 0 Adridtic
T Gen Ediuardo M -Ano,

glesxdpé $ver the firriover rites alen%lvmh Fih Infantry .

At cummander MajGen. Angelito. M. Be Leomn:

/0

R

Page.
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-na]ly declared as gener-
= slly “pedceful’'and ready

“for further developnyent”

by the Armed’ Forces of

‘+he Philippitiss.”

<i- " The historic development :
“was formally announced by |

“Eagterti’Mindanao  Com-
- mand (EMC) area conitarn-
-der Lt. General Rey ‘Jagger’

gade chief, poHs regional
director OSu

ay, city police chief SSumt.
“Vieente Dandy and  Mayor. .
--Rodrigo Thgong Diterte, fiow.
.a-candidate for premdent
_With the declaration,
Valencia said the main re-
spona:bl.hty for Securing the .

" ity from further attacks and -
other foriié of destabiliza-

'Menseng Hote .
:_Bafael Valeneia, 10th Tnfai

tryAgila’ Dmsmn

pi. Federico Du

tion from the Cominunist

“tain‘a st!:ongpresenoe im the
; : - ihieto- his- strong’
“and ‘military skills

gmn!:e areas’ (of D

“Goerrero, i his
also ‘eredited . Duterte and

: _.otherlocal officials for their
“inwavering suppor’!‘”’ in thﬂ :

nilitary's campeigh’

the insurgents that also e
“gulted o the death on June
14,2015 of Leohicio: Ku--
" inandef Parage’ Pitao, after:

I

ﬂocal legen&” iiithe’ régior

= People’s Tonight ran

- #-part geries last December--._
-~ detatling the military’s cain-.
“paign to clear Davdo City:
“and the entire Davae Orien: .

tal from communist infiftra-
“tion and influence with .the
“'main effort being carried out .
“by the Raptor Brigadé then
- clearing of Pagquibato district.

“ander Col. Harold Cabrercs.

Page.

ander based i P

“the EMC chief with thie te-

53rd, Infanh‘y_f)ms: 00?1-.

Jand whe#i'Guierrer

tirement of erstwhile area:
ecommander. L, General Au—
relio Baladad, -

.. Valencia: recogm'fed f,he_:

-etribution .of Cabreros:in

fnally hringing peace o

Davao City, especiallyinthe
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NPA Guerrilla yields in Cordillera

From the Maniia Times (Mar 19). NPA Guerrilia yieids in Cordillera

CAMP DANGWA. La Trinidad, Benguet: A member of the New Peoples Army (NPA) based in lfugao

provincs has reportedly returned to his family after aimost three decades in the armed rebeilion,

The rebel. whose name was withheld upon his request, gave up Thursday afternoon with the help
of a villagemate in Lamuttown.

Cordiliera police spokesperson Supt. Cherry Fajardo said the surrenderee, who is in his 40’s,

joined the NPA in 1987 and became a “foot soldier” with Squad Unoc, Redional Youth Guerilla
Command operating in ifugao and nearby provinces.

Considered the longest serving communist guerriliz who surrendered in the Cordillera this year, the rebel
will be assisted by the government through the social integration program 1o usher him back to
mainstream society,

hitp:/fiwww. manilatimes.net/npa-guerrlla-yields-in-cordillera/251456/

K
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: Bangs ; :
: Fzghtérs {BIFF) tried but failed
nverrun apara-military detachme

in a remote vﬂ}age here pohce

“abowt 50 wbpected BIFE from Datu
Szlibo; Magumdanao harassed the '
"detachment of the Civilian Armeéd -
Forces Geographical Unit {Caghu)ab’;
aroiid 8 pim. by firing assault rxﬂas
and rifle grenades. -

But the militianen were P epared
‘and engaged the attackersina gun:
‘battle that lasted for abont two hours
‘until the guemilas retreated back
‘to Liguasan'marshland.. gt

. The militia cietachment was
one of-the -many outposts
eqtablsshed by the military to
prevent BIFF, now under attack
by government forces in Datu
Salibo, from harassing. civilian
commumtles in North Cotabatoy

“THe Rio-Grande de Mmdaanao
serveé 5 the borders of
Maguindanso and North Cotabato.

Napat said no casualty was
reported on the side of the
mititiamer. Paramilifary troopers
could not say if the attackers
suffered casualties either. - -

Email add: oacpa.army2012

(@gmail.com ~ Tei no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 3205 -

dn}ersmnaw actics of: the BIFF‘"

" which suffered heaV} losses durmg
_ Army offensives in Magamdanau
{:*This is part: of the terrotists’:

tactlc-s toedse the offensives it Ddiu-

- Salibo;” Petmglay said: The nuhtary-
launched attacks against the BIFF

- after the outlawed group harassed
d

_ workers of “a-government £l

" Petinglay said“the BIFF has"
resarted to°harassment or hit and
Sren at_tacics not-only against-the:
- military, “but’ other areas'in
Magiiindanao as well. Aside from-
Alensan detachinent, -on” Fridiy
afternoon BIFF also harassed and

- fired at a dump truck owried by the: .

Magumdanao provincial govermment

-In s teméte village i in Ampatuan :

Magmndanao T
The dump truck was Workmg on
road project in Ampatuan, >
Petinglay said military operations -

- against'the BIFF in Maguindanao

and nearby areas continue despzte
the observance of Holy Week:

. “Our operations continue, we
cannot just teave the area because
suspected IEDs still litter the
communities earlier occupied by the
BIFE” she said, PHA

i

~
Page: 2
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i 2
inte ng By, 734,736 3 iilong: nito ang
i “aw Alumni Association (FEU

Ragelis ng 737,

sa mga
the Philippines Reserved Command at FE _ _ _
-Atty. Rogelio *(Ogie” Mendoza. Nagpasalamal ang mga punong wargngay na sina: Detinis’

:Alfredo. Tan ng 735 at Donato Isidro’s edical/dental -at tegal outreach progran na-ginawa ni Councilor:
Siscar.: t ng Pl i & AL i W i : B Photo by JQN—JON‘HEYES
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-_vehmles 10 pass through‘

spokesperson,

protesters dec:tdeé topit up the;-;' -
biockade at 9'a.m.-on Fridayaf-

ter the military failed to with-

draw soldiers from lumad coffi- . .

munities and schools in the hin-
terlands of Southern Mindanao.
Fanagel said there have been

ers of Pasaka a: Iumad:

. blind and’ deaf toward the de

Page: l

- cies of the govermnent, on one

: ;sm’:e and humad representatwes'
‘manding that the govammant.

_facilitate - the safe: return- of
lumad evacuees to thelr hotries.

fie said aside from the it

ori'the other “but they remain

drawal of government soldiers
in lumad communities’ and
schools, ‘the protesters also
want the government to dis-
band and disarm all militias be-
ing maintained by the military

17

cupzed by govemment spidiers.. &

‘The protesters are. also de~

The protésters are “aléo de-
manding a stop to what they
said was a vilification campaign
that brands humad communities’
resisting the entry of logging
and mining as commumst Sy~
pathizers.
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__oda Leonmto ‘acting -ontirite the cour
( -'informamon r::h:ef_
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WESCOM 40th Anniversary (Selected Photos)
From the 6th Civil Relations Group, Palawan Facehook page {Mar 18): WESCOM 40th Anniversary
{Selected Photos)

‘rne men and women of the most strategic Unified Command of the AFP celebrated its 40th birthday with
simple, but memorable affair. With the theme, "WESCOM @ 4C: Strengthening Unity and Partnerships in
Securing a More Peaceful, Progressive and Slable Westem Frontier'. the commemoration was graced by
the Chief of Staff AFP, General Hemando DCA iriberri, as Guest of Honor. The distinct contributions of
outstanding military personnel and civiiian empioyees of this Command, and of bayanihan partners wers
also recognized. To all the awardees, congratulations and carry on!
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Balikatan Joint Exercise Returns to the Philippines

From the US Embassy Manila (Mar 18): Balikatan Joint Exercise Returns to the Philippines

Balikatan 2016 (BK 18) began Wednesday, when the AFP started preliminary work on five different

school buildings and community medical engagements. In the coming weeks U.S. forces will join the
AFP as they work shoulder-to-shoulder during these engagements and throughout the exercise.

Balikatan is an annual Philippine-U.8. military bilateral training exercise thatis a signature element
of the Philippine-U.S. alliance focused on a variety of missions {6 include humanitarian assistance,
maritime law enforcement, and environimental protection. BK 16 will take place in the Philippines
April 4 1o 16. The opening ceremony for BK 16 is scheduled to take place April 4, followed by several
training events throughout the 12-day exercise, and the ciosing ceremony is scheduled to be held April 15,

During BK 16, Philippine and U.S. service members will conduct humanitarian civil assistance
projects throughout Panay and Palawan. Preliminary work on community infrastructure projects begins
at the end of March. BK 16 will demonstrate cooperation and interoperability between the Phifippines and
the U.S., consistent with the Mutual Defense Treaty and Visiting Forces Agreement, as we continue our
commitment to train, share information and provide support to each other through a range of military

operations.

Throughout BK 16, AFP and U.S. forces will work together to enhance maritime law enforcement
throughout the Philippines in order to meet annual training requirements, and enhance technigues, tactics,

and procedures as a critical part of interoperability of our forces.

Military service members from both countries will aiso conduct combined simulation supported events
and operational events in thres main commands of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (Western
Command. Northern Luzon Command, and Sothern Luzon Command), and other major Philippine
military camps such as Crow Valley. Fort Magsaysay, Clark Air Field, Subic Bay, Palawan and
Panay to improve their ability to work fogether, partnering in capabilities and plan follow-on operations.
One of the main operations for this year's exercise will be the implementation of a joint rapid reaction force
as part of the distributed operations in the vicinity of Panay, demonstrating the partnered capability in rapid

response.
BK15 is the 32nd iteration of the annual exercise. A number of personnel from other regional partner

nations will attend a portion of the exercise.

“Balikatan” in Filipino means "shoulder-to-shoulder” and characterizes the spirit of the exercise and the

Philippines-U.5. alliance.
Media interested in covering this exercise should contact the Armed Forces of Philippines Pubtic Affair

Office at pacafp@amail.com.

hitp://manila. usembassy.gov/press-photo-relegses-201 &/balikatan-ioint-exercise-returns-philippines.htmi
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Naval base to rise in Batanes
From the Philippine Star (Mar 19): Naval base to rise in Batanes

Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and Batanes Rep. Henedina Abad led the groundbreaking ceremony
for the P166.5-million project last Thursday

The Department of National Defense {DND) announced vesterday that a naval base is being built in

Defense Secretary Voliaire Gazmin and Batanes Rep. Henedina Abad led the groundbreaking
ceremony for the P166.5-million projectlast Thursday.

“We envision a naval base that shall have accessible naval installations which could provide
logistics, training and other support services in the conduct of prompt and sustained fleet and
marine operation.” Gazmin said in his speech,

When completed; the naval base will include a logistics facility, wharf and beaching areas, small
craft facility and communication and electronics facilities,

Aside from the Navy, the facility will also be used by the Philippine Coast Guard and the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources of the Department of Agriculture (DA).

With the base, the Navy aims to improve the existing capability and infrastructure of the current
Mahatao boat shelter to be utilized for training exercises, combaf and humanitarian assistance and

disaster response operafions.

“The place is chosen as the most strategic area based on historical facts during Worid War 11, Jts harbor
spaces provide natural profection to our naval vessels, considering that the province of Batanes has been
the frequent route of storms and typhoons, especially during rainy season,” Gazmin said,

hitp fiwww, philstar. com/headlines/2016/03/19/15644 25/naval-base-rise-batanes
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