Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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Pimentel ‘was Tt satisfied
with the AMLC’s criminal com-
plaint _against: Chinese. casino

jurket, operator  Xu Weikang

should also bring
‘officials of ¢

puterh yckers. “and Cagayan-based restaura-
the _BangladESh central bank last month, and nof 4§ Kim Wong, over the launder-
Just -ag’ainst two Chin hilsinessmi R I'lOt ing of the stolen money through

aceounts the m II}.ET‘Se” USINessmen. in: whose' the Philippines. R
et emOneyhad been traced, SenAquﬂL_ He said the money passed
no “Koko” Pimentel ITI said yes - o ' through other parties hefore
' aid yester daY- R reaching the aceounts of Xuand
i WHY ONLY/AS Wong, bur the AMLC asked the
L _Department of Justice (DOJ) to
file ¢hargesonly against Xu and:
Wong on Tuesday.
" Unless dther people are aiso
‘charged, Pimentel- said- he
would ask the AMLC why only
xu and Wong were sued when
' the Senate biué ribbon commit-
tee resumes its inquiry into the

scaidal next Tuesday.

wired $81 million they stole from  teurkem Sin Wong, ako e
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fCover-up

-~ Earlier, the AMLC Afile
criminial complaint against
{a Santos-Deguito, manager o
“fhe Rizal '-;-Comme'iﬁcialj'j'_ia'énlung-3

AR

“Corp. (RCBC) branch on Jupiter i1

Street, Makati City, where the
 hiackérs wired the $81 million.
- Deguito’s lawyer dccused

AMLC of a cover-up; saying his

“client w: singled out for prose- -
cution: s E

- The $81 million was wire to
“fotir accounts n De guiro’s bank.

branch under fictitious narnes,
which were consolidated “into
an account in the name of Chi-
nese-Filipmo businessman
william So Go, then corverted
into’ peésos through the remit-
tance. company Philrem, ‘which
sranisferred the funds to Xuahd
casine operators Hawali Leisure
Co.and Blootberry Hotels Inc:*
. Pimentel noted that whenhe”
asked ‘the AMLC what it ‘had

- its “discovery -of his Philippine
National: Bank account after
part of the $81 miilion Was te-
Initted ~to - Bastern Hawail
Leisure Co. Ltd., of which he is*
president: - T
-~ “Sowhat hapoens now to the’
‘actors | before” 'the . mioney
reached Bastern Hawaii? “Who -
are these actors? Philrem and
RCBC, the bank itself, and Mr.
William So Go,” he told re-
posters at the Senate.

ajow come they have not

There must be a.:rg_ason:” he

*/ Piment

explanation for their exclusion

RCBCapologiaes

e Ehiksaidin asatement
" The bank said it “recognizes

“ed asecond offer
“against Wong, the council ‘gited -

+0 allow him to focus O clearing

“hifn o the issue and the boar
- has ‘taken  cognizanct of the

Others to be sanctioned
. wfaria Cecilla -Fefhéndez—és—

peeit included [in the suir]?

“pimentel said he was not {2
sisting that Philrem, RCBC, of

Go be charged by the AMLC as

welt, He'said he just wanted an

ing-days.

P

dawsuit. e

RCBC apologized t0 e pub-
vesterday” for the mvolve-
its employees I the

Vestigagion;

degrees of culpability.

‘tée and.

{he evils wrought by money

Iaitndering and wil do its ut-

“ticipation {among ‘employees)
Betoeillo said yesterday
" Asked how high up. the 1e-

sponsibility - went,::: Estavillo’

tavillo, RCBC head for legal and
regulatory affairs, gaid on Tues-
day that other branch and bank
officials were expected. to e
“frieted outsafctons in the com-.

he bank would: also biing
charges against Deguito and

- Torres next week, she gaids
. “The (internal) process is §o-
 ing toénd by next weelk. Thein:
o has ended. Sanc-

tions afe expected to ‘be out by
- next week. There are different
nd par-

S gy

Pt

said? “From ‘out investigaton;
iv’s very clear there’s no érimi-
nal collusion at the head office
level.. There ;were Jlapses. by
~ some personnel but no criminal
cotlusion. Definitely, had there

mostin the fight 'ggainst:i_:t_{’f-' e beeri criminal collusion, the im-
The RCBC board also accept- - on would be to re-

‘people. But we

president, LOLSI . dont at [happening]) and
onled G - with a very high level of confl
“Tan insisted O ' '-:deﬁc'e-,.-_'.Wé'_':ca'ri-'Say the_fe’sj_n’b_

- ‘eriminal collusion.”
his name in the money-launder- e
ing issue a hoard committee is
investigating,” RCBC said:
. #gq fay, no evidence has been
presented against Tall linking
the ‘board

staternent of Deguito before the
genate that Tan had nothing to
do with the opening of the ac-
counts that received the $81-
million remittance,” it said.

RCRC chair Helen Yacheng-
co-Dee will take OVEr the bank’s
daily operations during Tan's
absence. She will be assisted by
a management committee led
by vice chair Cesar Virata and
Armando Medina, the bank an-
nounced yesterday.

RCBC fired Deguito and her
deputy, Angela Torres, O Tues-

day. 7,
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£t e T6W,
JIEtOry. (in Bangﬁadesh),'s ut it
“jooks like there’ were: “also
"probiems from’their end. In
Lgases W
“they have a-cause for dction
'agamst the - thief but not
- against the bank.”

-;they can: go
el begin

here thefe’s ‘a theft

- Bt if the case 18 brought to

‘court; Estavillo said, “that’s the
proper venue to gwe our -de-

-fense
Asked whether RGBG was

: prepanng ‘for “potential ’ fines
“from the regtlators, she said:

“we'll just defend ourselves. We

" will explain- ourselves to the

regilatot. We will cooperate
‘with them.”

4

i ';'__"e-full_

!nternal controls -
 Tiits Tetter of apology, RCBC
vowed ‘to identify weaknesses
in“iritetnal controls and opera-
tions that may have facilitated
the -entry -of -the $81 mﬁhon
stolen from Bangladesh. -
“We're engaging third- party
forelgn consuitants to’ Just re~
view the processes 50 we can
strengthen them farther” Es»
taviliosaid:
s changes t:bat we' Wﬂi’
make - are in response 10 the
changing face “of crime, the
more - sophisticated changmg
face of erime,” slm Pl

mail.com - Tei no. {02) 845.9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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i+ Thrahim: saying Khahdlast
' 3 rtmentm Brussels
Abdeslam, the ¥i - ek’ rentedan apa
Paris attacks, BTBF televismn reported E under a false name where police fm‘;nd
ednesday citing police’ sourees: - i Abdes!am s ﬁngerpmnts afteraral
':f This developedas‘Belgmm declared L Pohce ar‘rested Abdeslam, P8

17
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in the heart of the eity’s BU quarter,
just as commuters were making their
: e e L _ o - waytowork ooon
Europe’s most wanted man, in a dra- They gave three slightly differentim- .. - Asthe ni hunt contiues, prosecy-

imatic operation in Brussels on Friday  ages for each of the two men who thefed- - tors said raids were carried out across
that bail beer Hailed as @ “vigtory” in  eral prosecutor said Tuesday had likely ~ Belgium, adding that abomb; anIslamic
Belgium’s campaign against terror- biown themselvesup in the attack " “State flag and cher calshad been found:
S R A third man, dressed in a light in onie apariment L e
i& ‘also tinked to renting’an - colored jacket and wearing a dark he ~ i 'The fact that
‘iti ‘the southern Belgian - ‘who was shownwi the two othe
ieroifﬁfc_m:;Wﬁgf;;‘g_Aﬁdesla'r_ﬁ ' CCTV grab ssued 1y, is be
er Brussels-based Islamic the sc :
ihadists set off to carTs €

Cg

emists were able
gets:in Brussels,
' ion, just

to have fled th

: source told AFP on Tuesday - “bags,” Zave
n ini the middle of threé meén ~ meiren said
& Josed circuit television at the: - “Theyput theirs:
arp _rtjgs_irpefcre_thé'ti&inblasts&)uld the first two bombs expl
be Torahin Bl Bakraow. -~ ona ir
" Other reports Wednesday said one have'panicked,'-;it'didri’t;explode;_-’-.’; E
of the _th'érs',Who'they did not name, . Belgian_.a'uthorities.had ‘been on:.
could have-béen involved in the sepa- alett after Abdeslan, Europe’s most . da
rate attick Tuesday on the Brussels - wanted man, told investigators he had.- - said, VoWl
snetro stalion of Maalbeck, which feft  been planning an attack on Brissels. - cowec hy the
about 20 dead. e “He was caughton Friday after evad- € ver seen in
- : " ing capture for four months including,
s beliove, escapinga shootout tha

se

bags . offcersbelieve,esc
- Belgian police had carlier Wednes- s

HY

_ d . sawaKalashnikov-wielding man killed
day issued an appeal for information- and four police officers wounded.: i
about the two men believed to have -~ Two -massive suicide blasts hit
.blﬁwh'_th'e_rhselvesltip'at;thé_aj;pofﬁi . Zaventem Airport on Tuesday mort-
_-'_?fhg'..polif_ie-pGStedﬁ_sevefai_'tw__ s ing, leaving blood and mangled bodies
with the caption _“’_I‘error'ism':;;__WH(j'ﬁ' ~gtrewn across the check:in ‘hall and.

knows this man?” = showing CCTV - sending terrified travellers fleeing.

close-ups of two men pushing trolleys - * At around 9 a.m. (0800 GMT), an schioo
; ases through the air

ind they have been cut down by

e aftor the airport biasts; a third ex- - the most extreme barbarity” FcHE
pld’sioh’ré'c_l__{éd'Maalbgek'meu‘o'_stat_ign ;

*said. “We will continue toprotectiberty,

(s
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our Way of hfe i
.- The Islamic State clalmed the bomb-
mgs saying “soldiers.of the cahphate” :
had carried out the attacks agams ‘fth
_ cmsader state” ef Belglum
Leaders across Europer reactedw'lﬂl

Landmarks from the Eiffel Towe
in Pans to Berlin's Brandenburg. Gate
were lit up in the black, yeﬂow and red
of Belgium’s national flag in solidarity,
while social media users shared images
of beloved Belgian cartoon character

- Tintinintears. . .
ands also posted tweets us-

r against’ Muslims after the

phobic and racist. : _
President Barack Obama vowed '
dwith Belgium in the face of the .

ators to help.

* “notential risks” of travelling in Errope
and New York and Washington stepped
up security.

7

“to a sophzshcated thadzst uetw_ork

topIsla handie to'express _
“Prime Mmzster Malcolm: Turt buli sazd

although others rejected 1t as -

_passport -free zone::

geous” attacks, while the TBland
ork pohce said . they would gend 4o

.. Hundreds of flights and trams \artay:e--f i
. rancelled as Europe’ tightened secunty, i

" while the US warned citizens about the
- coalition in the Middie East, but Brus-

'days” for. those ﬁght;n

“Bombs i in their bags :
Plerre Meys, spokesman’ for i:he

_ 'Brusseis fire brigade; told AFP at least
> 14 people had been killed at the: au'port
. while russels'.Mayor Yvan

' :mg to the foreign 1

” More than 200 people were oundec

mon mlssmnanes ~ three Amencans
and one French - two Bntons two
Colombians and ar Ecuadorian, France
said eight of its nationals were ‘hurt,
though it was unclear if this mcluded
the Mormot.- "

. Anaysts said the attacky pomted

operating in Europe; and: Australia’s

Europe had “allowed secumty:to slip,?
as he questioned the EU’S Schengen

e :' vere stﬂi check-'

Belgian autho)
Were lmked

iﬁg whether the.

Iraq. Beigian warplaneshave Jnm_e_d the
sels, home to the European Union and
NATO headguarters, has long been a
center of Islamist militancy,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE
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.’-Local Government (DILG
" from the provmmal B0 ernm
“Welcome Pack to he gevernment:.

izethe Jiveliho Suppprt givento.

1ye
origmaily fro_m ‘the areas of Dxat Palo
and: ngkmg i Pantukan
eir’ NPA command

" This was the statemen gi
oberto Hiyan,, alias Bobby _
ommiander of the Milisya ng Bayan of

;:the New People’s Army (NP

e hinterlands of Pan ”fuﬂ * thevice governer pointed out.’

; ed with 14 f h“ m RULVS X :

_:__surrender it o The half- WAy home provzded by the
iil.al

‘ gistance’ ﬁrom the governme
processad ‘said Alberto

-5 S:tm Diat Palo, f
'.E:Pantukam Composte 'Valley
' Hiyan and. his men, together \mth
'famlhes and. chﬂdre

._::EposteEaI:Vailey Vice-Gover:

“Way Kurat Zamera _Whrgu repre Hiyan’-averred that, while ki had 33

member under his: comm;and-' cmly 14

ovin D]

“The former rebeis also t

}ngh poWered firearms that mc§uded

an M-60 general purpose ; machine-

gun (GPMG), two M-16 rifles, and

two.rocket-propelled.- grenade (RPG)

launchers. - - R
_ Each of the returnmg rebels re- '

ceived P5,000 cash assistance from

the promncxal government during the

oceasion. . -
“The: cash gwen is to ';uppi)rt them

Whﬂe they are staymg in‘a half-way

: 20,
thelaww etheothers optedtos andon i
the mining sites and refurn home::
+Hiyan expressed gratitude. to the
.govemment for accepting them back
‘and thé support it provided' ebpecxaliy
‘to theirfamilies and children, -
For his part, he said he will go back
to his cofmunity, altough he did not
elaborate where for security reasons.
He added that he will just concentrate
on farming and raise his children.

)
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacp a.army2012@gmail.corn ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pricle

i

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS~ Email add: cacpa.anmiy2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

me 1
Matk: delos Santos:for hig * acis “of conspicuots ourage-‘ iy
allantty inaction” dunnganenoounterm New People’s

rebels in Abralast November. . : _
Délos Sanitos; a meniber of thez Philippie ' i

Clasg-of 2008/ led &’ %atocn fromy 'thé Arm g3 Afst Infantry g prams for active andretired uniformed meii 61 OD(Jum shave

Battalionduring the firefight that resuilted in the death of fiverebels, - beent completed under the AFP-PNR Housing I’rogram SR
Inhis speech, PreeldentAg‘mnothanked the Armirforlivingiip 1 Recipients of the Gold-Cross Medal were 2Lt. Franz Aivin

to its nandate:of “secuiting ‘the larid arid 'serving the people”. - . Balmaceda of the 73rd Infamr; Battalionand Corporal Cliforduin

: Bade,agunneroftheSﬂlScoutRangerBaﬁahon Col Jirvy
ommander of Task Force Zamboanga, was presenied the Phxmlilﬁa .
e onor(DegreeofLegwrmaJre) forhist'exc

L and valiiable sérvicereridered” a5 commander of the
L A.rmy s Intellzgence Seturity Group “during the actual conduct of
.-extensiveand mitensive case build-up andm’te]hgeﬂce operaﬁons"
- from'September 21, 2014 to May 3,-2015. :
i The other awardess Were Col. Francisco Mllla.re (G‘u g
o Achievernerit Medal); Lt. Col. Rosendo Abad, Jf. (Distiniguishe
“Seéryice Star); Major Gen. Edsriundo Pangi (Gawad saKapaya-
' paan); Lt. Col. Wilfrédo Manalang I tarvAchzevement ed-
: -aI) Col Cirilito Sobejana (Gawad sa Katmlarany; Pfe. Leoriel Torrel
- (Bronize Cross Medaly; Cpl Victorio Ang (Military Mexit Medal);
CAFCGU Active Auxili egono an (Kagitingan sa Baran-
vigavMagi oo),Pchremo i, Ji: (Eﬂedl’ersonnelof&m)(ear)

- Sandy Sentelices [PA CAFGU Active Auxillary of the Year); Nelda
Ma oyand Vuﬁ].madeLunaModeIEmpl oyeeofthe Year); 11t
Dupao (Best Reservist of the Year); Cdt. 1CL Jestoni

me alon estROTC Male Cadetof the Year);and Cdt, 1C1. Jenny
Joy' mdaan {BestROT( ] Female Cadetof the Year). EMontano

2
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[ Ane MARGuNGUNANG FAtRyaGant TaGA.G 54 Bansa T8.00

w sa pulitika

 panahong ivor, nap :
tersmng - nang * mahight dalawang
 dekadaatbinafewalaang larepalan g

PNoy saArmy: Huwa

Muling tinagubilinan ni Pangulong - nagkakaisang tnigng bay:
Aquineangmﬂita:nﬁﬁianaﬁiin‘gaeu&al . ‘landas g demokrasya, pahayag ni Aquu:
upang hindi magamit sd eleksiyom sa 'sakmya_ng‘pagéalasazka—ﬂ‘)n_aa}_"nber_sgqy_:._ i
Mayo 9, hindi tulad g malsgimna ng?hﬂippmeAmlysaFoﬂBf)mfaao,Tagmg,_ mamamayan 1 o
karanasari noong panahon ng baias Kkarnakalawa. . .. w7 Bilang mga tagapagianggo! ng
b e Pl Babal_ar_ai_FNoy,hindinadapatmauh _lsapwar_l_myu{’zhpmo,-atbzla_ngie}pﬁmqng

"Sa'pépé%aﬁnghaiialéléﬂ, realinaw  ang manipulasyon sawige sundalonoong” * puversa, tangan ninyo angmgs gangkap
angaiassaaﬁnngsambayanan:Manaﬁ]j panishon ng diktaderyang Marcos, At para mangyarl ang finaawag na
sa kenilang pardg, tuwag makihalo sa dahﬂkontmiado_ngyumaggxgPangu}ong_ -.___mopopolypfg@gfl_poweg arniva. -
"puliﬁkﬁ,"?éi--sigumhing..mananaig.ang___.._ Ferdinand Marcos ang militar nang mga - - e Genatyn B Kabiling:

Jo
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.Cuevas provmcaal

reported Iast
election officer of M1samxs ‘Oriental,
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CAGAYAN: DE. ORO CITY—
Protesters will time the start of
“what they said are Thassive ral-
ies against increasing US mili-
7y presenice in the Philippines
ay beinig commemorat-
a little known battle
Shilippine-American

Churd] ders in Northern
Mindanao . - said - protesters
would statt a series of ‘rallies
against the fnhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (Edca)
betiveen the Philippine and US
governments on April 7, the
anniversary of the little knowr
Battle of Cagayan de Misamis

" (the' old name of Cagayafl de
Orode o oot
S On April 7, 1900, dozeris of
Filipino- revolutionaries, led by
Gen. Nicolas Capistrane, at-
tacked an American harracks
under the command of Col. Ed-
ward Geodwin. e

At least 52 -tevolutionaries
were illed, nine were wounded
and 10 were captured during
the Battle of Cagayan-de Mis-
arnis. The Americans, who had
superior firepowe, suffered four
casualties and nine injuries.

Bravery, patriotism

Though lopsided in favor of
the Americans, Bishop Rudy
Juliada, of the Iglesia Filipina
Independiente {IFI), said the
battle should be remembered
for the bravery and patriotism
of the people of Cagayar de Oro
during those times.

On this day, Fuliada said
Patriyotiko Northern Mindanao, -

a group led by IF], would launch
the first of a series of mass ac-
tions against Edca, which would
give American soldiers at least
five sites, including the former
Lumbia Afrport in the city, that
they could use as bases in the
Philippines. .

Many senators had insisted
that Edca should be treated as a
treaty that needed Philippine

I

Senate conciirrence but a ruling
by the Supreme Court uphold-
inig the pact’s constitutionatity
rendered these opinions moot.

Bishop Juliada said Edca
should be scrapped.

The US Embassy in Manila,
on its web site, said Edca wili
«further sttengthen US-Philip-
pine bilateral relations.”

" The pact, said the embassy, is
a “mutually beneficial agree-
ment that will enhance our abil-
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ity to provide rapid humanitari-
an -assistance and help build
capacity for the Armed Forces of

‘the Philippines,” .

© *We look forward to workmg
closely with our Philippine part-

‘ners on the implementation of -
‘this agreement,” the embassy
-said.

But Bishop Juliada said Edca
wouid just continue to reinforce
the Philippines’ colonial expéri-
ence under the United States.

:“Education on history and na-
tionalisr s vital to this campaign
(agamst Edea),” said .Iuljada g

“Many .of us do not’ even
know our past,” he said. “That is
why We are not critical of issues
that entaﬂ our natlon s future,’_’

campalgn” agamst ‘Edea, he'
added would be in commemora:
tion ‘of the Battle of Cagayar de
Misamis and in honor of Filipino
revolutionaries who werit to bat:
tle’ against the US- colomal gov—'
emmiinent,

E.'egai motal question' o

Bishop Melza Labuntog, of
the United Church of Christ in
the - Philippines (UCCP)," said
while Edca may have been giv-
en a stamp of legality by the
Supreme:: Court the pacts
mioralityis i 'quéstion.

“Not all laws and treatles of
the land legally passed " in
[Congress] and approved by the
highest [court of the land] rep-
resent the voice and sentiments
of the people,” said Labuntog.”

“They may be legal but not
necessarlly mozral,” smd Labun—
toginastatement.: ' :

~Edca, said the UCCP blshc)p,
is an example of “a one-sided
pact that does not benefit God’s
people.” .

“On the confrary, it poses im-
minent threat to our national
sovereignty,” said Labuntog.

Jigger Jerusalem, Inquirer
Mindanao .
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10, enhémce mteroperabihty be-
' tween Pamﬁc Rim armed forces,

States saxd on Tuesdav that 1t _
nczpatmn ina la'rge naval drlu'_
-;nthePacxﬁcthz e i '

partimpatlon aimed at reduc-

“China took partm Rm‘ipac P

| USREASSESSING/A4 _'

“from the United States.

“The’ Chmése‘ “have an invita- -

'mon for lepac and we will
continue to review that,” De-

fense Secretary Ashton Carter .
told the armed services commit--

tee of ithe US House of Repre-
‘seritatives.
©“Cur strategy in the Asia-Pa-

cific.is:not to-exclude anyone,.
but to keep the secunty archi-’
tecture ‘going there, in which:

‘everyone participates,” he testi-
fied ata Longressmnai hearmg

‘Self lsoiatmg

“C.hma is, however, self-iso-:

-Iaﬂng . -that's why all these
par_tner are commg to us,”
.Carter sai '

e are. constantly reassess-

ing” the opportunity to have
China participate in the exer-
cise, he added.

US Pacific Command chief
Adm. Harry Harris has wamed
lawmakers that Beijing was
-“clearly militarizing” the South
China Sea.

Washington recently struck
an accord with the Philippines,
making it possible for US forces
to rotate through five Philip-
pine bases, including those
close to the Sotith China Sea.

Assertive Beumg
China claims Vlrtually all the
[ South China Sea region, despite
! conflicting partial claims b
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email adt: 030034 panot, Mealopsia, Victnam, Tat
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. Natuna Islands.

Tand bulldmg amﬁcml 1slanc'is _
'i'them :

. ing distrust, renewed incidents ..
ensmns to ﬂare up o
“ - Honoluld, Hawali,
1 and admxmstered

claim is demarcdted in vague
terms by the so-called.
nine-dash line; "a. U-shaped:

boundary that Loops down from
Taiwai ag far: as Indonesxas

Beijing has beeﬁ aséerﬁng __ts

. -¢laim by occupying more recfs

and outcrops in these waters,

Rzmpéc is heki ev
years during June and
even-niimbered  ye

ticipate,

‘Modern creation

Rimpac 2014" mvciveci 23
countnes some 50 $hips, six
submarines and more t"han

- 25,000 tz:oops

Although China’s claim to the
South.China Sea. area of about

3.5 million square. kilometers
(1.4 million square miles) is

‘based on historical records and
geographic prommlty,_ © the

‘nine-dash line is a modern cte-
. ation. It first appeared on 1947

maps produced by the govern-
ment of the Republic of China,
which was replaced by the com-

. ‘munist People’s Republic onthe
'_mamland Just two years later i

Picking fights

China has refused requests to
clarify the exact geographical
coordinates of its South China
Sea boundary. Ir also declines o
say whether it considers the
South China Sea to be Chinese
territorial waters, an exclusive
economic zone or soine other
legal designation. .

Beijing says that it in nio way
impedes freedom of navigation,
and its diplomats accuse others of
picking fights. However, rising
tensions, including Indonieésia’s
worries over China’s designs on
waters around the Natimna Islands,
threaten to make China’s prefer-
ence for ambiguity no longet ten-
able. Reports from AFP and AP
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‘paliti " for the election period an
Pantao Ragat in Lanaodel - - the Holy Week, but also the
Notte as well as Cagayan de  anniversary of the NPA on

Oro City are being monitored  March 29,” Desquitado said.
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The formatmn of the ingh—
force came amid the ecuntry’s protest

against China’s aggressive reclamation . .

aclivities to assert its.claims in the West

Phitippine Sea. Menila is still waitingfor .

a decision of the UN tribunal onits peti-
" clude the Department of Foreign Affairs,

" Department of National Defense, Depart- .

tion asserting maritime entztlements in

the disputed territory.
“Consistent with the Constltutmng

4he Philippines™interestsin-thetWegt -
Phillippine Sea include the'maintenance -

and protection of Philippine sovereignty,
preservation and defense of territorial
integrity, and promotion of the welfare
and well-being of the Filipino people;” the
circularread.

- “Giventhe country 5 nahonal mterest,
national policies and evolving strategic
lands, a more deliberate and coherent

approacil in addressing the West Phlbp »

pine Sea issue is needed for ‘the purpose
of orchestrating the national effort on
achieving unified action in the West Phil-
ippine Sea,” it added.

The President acknowledged that the
issues and actions required in the WPS
transcend maritime security domain
since these extend to othér areas of con-

information, military and law enforce-

ment, and soem»economlc - fields”

) :'_ Task force members
Members of the new fask force in-

ment of Justice, Department of Interior

*and Liocal:Government, Deparfment.of ...
Envitenment and Natural Résources, -

Department of Energy, Department of
Agriculture, Department of Trade and
Industry, Department of Transportation
and .Communications, Department of

Finance, and National Economic and
Development Authorify.

- Other task force members are Na-
tional Coast Watch System, Armed Forces .
of the Philippines, Philippine National -
Police-Maritime Group, Philippine Coast

Guard, and Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources.

in the MC 94 signed last March 17, the
new task force will receive guidance from
the President through the Cabinet Cluster
on Security, Justice and Peace.

It will also be responsible in orches-

It

cern such aé “d;plomatxe pohtico-legal, :

trating and sychronizing the employment
of the different national government agen-
cies’ capabilities fo achieve the national
objectives in the WPS. Regul
will be submitted tothe Presuient through
the cabinet security cluster, -

The same circular ereated an Area- _
level Task Force that will coordinate
the efforts of the different government
agencies at the area level. Tactical-level
Task Forces (TTs) may also be organized

.to perform mandates with the d;rectlon
from the ATF:..o. .

< The’ Presid o dir g
ment agencies and local government

“units to render support and: caoperaﬂon

to the new fask force.

s ;Taiwan’s ’Ehiping'isiand T
- Meanwhile, on an island named Itu
Aba in the Spratly archipelago of the
South China Sea, a Reuters story fold of
Taiwanese coast guard officialy proudly

‘hauling a small wooden bucket of water .

from one of several simple concrete wells
on the corat outerop. The water is key fo
Talwan's argument that Itu Aba is legally
the only island among the hundreds of
reefs, shoals and atolls scattered across
the hotly disputed region.

Itu Aba, which the Taiwanese call
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. nofeature in the Spratlys could be legally .

Taiping, is coming into focus as the Phil-
ippines chalienges the legality of China’ s
claims fo most of the South'Chira Sea.

. AS part of & case now being consxd-'
ered by an intérnational, court in The

Hague; the Philippines has argued that

considéred islands because theylack the

ab:hty to sustain human habxtatmn er_ >

econormic life, :

. Butif Itu Aba is determmed te be an
island it is entitied to a 200 nautical mile
(870 k) exclusive economic zone under
the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS}).. ... . -

Such a ruling would complicate terri-
torial disputes across the vital trade route
andresource rich region, where Malaysia,
Vie’mam and Brunei-also-haveclaims:

The thppmes presented its case to
the Jjudges’ panel of the Permanent Court
of Arbitration in November and arulingis
expecte'd in the next few months.

Chma says case vahd

- China has refused to participate in

the case, saying it is invalid and the panel
has no jurisdiction. Taiwan, which China
deems is-a breakaway province, isnot a
member of the UN and not a signatory
to UNCLOS.

17

Taipei isinstead waging a propaganda
campmgn on Itu Aba, Including a hlgh-_
profile visit by President Ma  Ying jeouin
January and Wednesday's first ever wsﬂ:'
by mtemattonal journalists:

- The group, which included wanese
Joumahsts andlocal scholars, were shown
vegetable gardens and plantatmns of co-
comlts sweet potatoes and papayas. .

Accordmg ‘1o an AP report, Wednes»

' day s trip for journalists was led by

Deputy Foreign Minister Bruce Linghu,
who says theintentisto demanstrate {hat
Talpmg is an island capable of sustain-
ing human habitation, and not. s:mply a
rock as the Philippines claims in a case
brought before the Permanent Court of
Arbltratmn

-Serviced by a1 269 meter au'strxp,
other features o Itu Abainclude a Hosg-
pital, solar generators, a temple, wharf
and a hghthouse _

- While Taiwan has occupled the 46—

hectare outcrop almost 2,000 kmsouth of
Taipei for decades, China, the: Phﬁappmes
and Vietnam also claim it. .
- Wang Mao-lin, a senior coast guavd
official, said Chinese fishing vesseis and
Vietnamese fishing vessels.are some-
times seen in the seas around Iti Aba.
{Genalyn D, Kabiling, Reuters, and AP)
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- 5 Marines hurt in clash with BIFF

- MAGUINDANAO - Five Marines were wounded it a -
series of encotnters with suspected members of the Bangsam~
“oro’ Islamm Freed Flghterc; {BIFF) m-Magumdanao o'
Tuesday. - : '
- The gunhght erupted when BIFF gunmen attacked the '
‘Marines patrolling Barangay Andavit in Datu Salibo around
7 p.m., membets of the municipal peace and order counczls in
Datu Salibo told The STAR. .

The bandits were reportedly led by a certain Hohaxden
Animbang; Zacaria Mendo and Thad Damiog:

LU
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US submarine arrives in Subic

 BYELENALABEN

The United Stales' guided-missile
submarine 185 Ohio (85GN-726) ar-
rived at Subic Bay Tuesday morning for
a scheduled port visit.

Ohio is the second US submarine
to dock at the former American naval
base, and the sixth US warship to visil
the country this month.

A statement released by the US
embassy said the arrival of Ohio at
Subic Bay marks the conclusion of its
Indo-Asia-Pacific deployment.

China concern

Ohio’s visit comes days after 4 top
US naval official expressed concern
that Beifing may be expanding its pres-
ence al Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal,
which China seized from the Philippines
in 2012 after a two month standoff. It is
located 240 kilometers from Subic.

Reports quoted Admiral John Rich-
ardson, head of US naval operatfions,
as saving that the US miliary had seen
Chinese activify around the shoal.

“1 think we see some surface ship
activity and those sorts of things. sur-
vey type of activity, going on. That's an
area of coneern... a next possible area
of reclamation,” he said.

mid fresh

naritiz

The submarine’s arrival alsc comes
amid latest spal between Filipino
fishermen and Chinese Coast Guard
vessels in the area.

‘Stabilizing foree’

Capt. Michae! Lewis, Ohic's com-
manding officer. described their pres-
ence in the region as a "stabilizing
force”,

“Our presence in the region provides
a stabilizing force and through engage-
ments with our partners, such as this
port visit to Subic Bay. we aid in main-
taining that stability,” said Lewis.

“Our mission was to support the

7th Fleet commander in a multitude of

operations and the crew of 165 came
to the region fully ready to accomplish
any and all missiens. To be blunt, they
performed admirably in all aspects. I
could not be prouder of all they have
accomplished.” he added.

PH - US ties

Master Chief Machinist's Mate Wil-
liam Catron, said their visit to Subic
provides Ohio's crew "the opportunity to
represent the best that America has to
offer to the community and the Republic
of the Philippines.”

For most of its crew members, this

al

e tension

is their first time to visit the country. so
they are looking forward to experienc-
ing the local culture.

Electrician’s Mate 2nd Class Daniel
Nagle said he is excited for the shop-
ping opportunities and the food and is
looking forward to eating "halut” (boiled
fertilized duck egg).

Super suhb _

Measuring more than 560 feet long
and weighing more than 16.000 fons
when submerged. Ohio is one of the
largest submarines in the world.

1t is capable of supporting a multi- -
tude of missions, including anti-subma-
rine warfare, anti-surface ship wariare.
strike, naval special warfare involving
special operations forces. intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance, ir- -
regular warfare and mine warfare.

With a payload of more than 100
Tomahawk missiles the USS Ohioe is
also ideal for strike operations.

The USS Ohie was the first Trident-
class nuclear powered fleet ballistic
submarine and the fourth US vessel to
bear the name of Ohio.

The ship was converted to a guided-
missile submarine in 2006 and is for-
ward-deploved to Guam with the crews
based in Bangor. Washington.
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: '-'MILF(MomIsiaﬂucle \
Liberation Front) at ibapan, “grLipo A an
B

'behisTunning mate @enatorMmam Defensor Sannago or Davao
-_:Ma}rnr Rodrigd Duterte.; S
- think Senator Miriam could ver

4 xpert iri foreign relations and’ mtemauonal Jaw And also
: May_ ) Dutertebecausehemﬂleonéyonewhohashadanexpeacmce
with forces 5 th i

sely and we's contire 6
: P Eontintie to'biing everyone tothe table totalk
peaceuntilive fifid thetrue and lasting peace that wehaveall been
long searchirig fof,” he said,
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EDITORIAL

atthe Brussels airporf. On eaclicart
sat bags, now believed to contain
the two bombs that were set off last

Tuesday morning in the Belglan'
capital. Two of the men wore black

gloves, believed used to conceal .
: " Jemaah Islamiyah, Bangsamoro

¥ ";.;_:__._Islamu: Freedom Fzghters and other

exploswés; the third mian walked “rogue elements-of the: separatlst

out of the airport as people’lay’

detonators o
The two died as they set

wounded and dying. Probers be-

lieve his bomb failed to detonate. .
Shortly after the attack; another

explosion rzpped through the Briis-
sels Metro system. As of yesferday,

14 people had died in the au‘pert_
= jans and secunty forces. Authori-

“ties cannot discount the possibility

attack and 20in the Metro train.

The Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria has claimed responslblhty
for the worst terrorist attack in the

city that hosts the headquarters of

the European Union. .

- The attack is just the Iatest warn-
ing about the borderless war that
IS1S is waging, if not directly then
through adherents inspired by its
gospel of hate.

In the Philippines, security of-

r2

luggage carts into the check-in area st

"'m the Philippines. This:shouldn’t
_prove too hird, considering that
‘the country is already home to sev-
eral of Southeast Asia’s extremist

’a”ymg to ‘gam 4 solid foothold

troublemakers: the Abu Sayyaf,

Moro Islamic Liberation Front,
and a faction of the Moro Natmnal

i L1berat10n Front."

These groups have Iaunched
terrorlst attacks from Mindanao
to Metro Manila in the past two
decades, killing hundredsof civil-

that apart from being inspired by
18IS, these homegrown extrem-
ists might receive funding from
the Islamic State, using the same
financial loopholes exploited by
money launderers. The attacks in
Brussels should lead to tighter se-
curity controls, not only in terms of
public safety but also in preventing

‘terrorist financing.
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AFP beefs up security, intel ops in wake of Brussels attack
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 23). AFP beefs up security, intel ops in wake of Brussels
attack

in the aftermath of the terror attack in Brussels, Belgium which left 30 peopie dead and 230 others
wounded, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} announced that it has intensified its security
and intelligence gathering operations in 2 bid to prevent a similar incident in the country.

This was disclosed by AEP publi¢ affairs office chief Col. Noel Detovato n a message to the PNA
Wednesday.

"The AFEP together with other security forces have taken up the necessary steps to prevent similar
incidents from occurring in the country. We are constantly monitoring the situation on the ground
to ensure that similar incidents wifl not happen here.” he added.

Detoyato stressed that intensified security and intelligence gathering efforts are ongoing to monitor and if
needed, foil and deter such attempt by terror groups,

He added that the AFP is also strongly condemning the attack which targeted helpless civilians.

"The AFP strongly condemns this dastardly act targeting innocent civilians. This attack cannot be justified
by any ideology and has no place in any civilized society," the military official revealed.

in line with this, Detoyato said the entire AFP is extending its heartfelt sympathy fo the victims of the
attack in the Belgian capital.

"Ang we hope that the victims wiil find the strength and resolve to move forwards,” he added.

http:!/www.pna.qov‘phlindex,php’?idm1&5id=&nid=1 &rid=869520
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DND anti-submarine project helicopter awarded to AgustaWestland
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 23): DND anti-submarine project helicopter awarded to
AgustaWestiand

The contract for the Philippine Navy (PN)'s first two anti-submarine warfare (ASW)
helicopters was awarded to Anglo-ifalian aircraft manufacturer AgustaWestland.

This was confirmed by Department of National Defense (DND) undersecretary for
finance, munition, materiel and modernization Fernando Manalo in a message to
the PNA Wednesday.

But he did not give the exact date of the contract awarding.

Manalo earlier said in January that AgustaWestland is now undergoing post-
qualification checks after being selected as sole proponent of the DND's PHP5.4
billion ASW helicopter project.

Post-gualification refers to the background check to determine the capability of the
manufacturer to deliver the equipment on time and comply with the specifications

requested by the contracting party.

AgustaWestiand was selected by the DND as the possibie supplier of its two ASW
helicopters fate in 2015.

Manalo said AqustaWestland offered the Philippines its brand-new AW-159
"Wildcat” anti-submarine helicopter.

The AW-159 (previousiy called the Future Lynx and Lynx Wildcat) is an improved
version of the Westland Super Lynx military helicopter.

it is ordered for the British Army and the United Kingdom's Royal Navy.

It has a crew of two, has a maximum speed of 291 km/h (181 mph), range of 777 km (483
miles), ferry range of 963 km (598 miles) and an endurance of one and a-haif hours (fours

hours and 30 minutes if fitted with auxiliary fuel)

The AW-159 is fitted with forward firing CRV7 rockets and machine quns, pintie
mounted machine gun, Sea Skua missiles and Sting-Ray torpedoes and depth
charges.

The ASW helicopter project is one of the seven military modernization projects which
President Benigno S. Aquino lll has given DND the green-light to go into a "multi-year

contract” last November.

Projects placed under the "multi-year contract” include the two missile-armed frigates,
eight amphibious assault vehicles, two long-range patrof aircraft, six close-air support
aircraft, munition for the brand-new FA-50PH jet fighters and surveillance radars.
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Payment from the seven projects will run from 2015 to 2018.

Granting of the "multi-year contract” will allow to pursue the military modernization
program beyond Aquino's term, he added.

Total value of the seven projects is about PHP44 billion.
hitp://www.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rd=869555
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