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- j-}?ﬁ/ATICAN CITY—Pope Francis tempered his Easter:
- Sunday message of Chifstian hope with a denunei-
_ation of ¢ L.nd terrorism,
“tacks in Europe, Aftica and elsewhere as well’

- expressing dismay that people ﬂeemg war or
“poverty are being denied welcome as Europea- |
;‘:countues squabble over the refugee crisis.

. But Francis also urged the
world to use the “weapons of
love” to combat the evil of

. “blind and brutal violence,” fol-

lowing the attacks in Brussels.
After a week of snmber reli-
gious events coMmMemorating
Jesug’ death, Francis said an
Laster Sunday Mass under tight
security for tens of thousands of

- people in a sun-drenched St Pe-

ter’s Sruare,
. Tens of thousands of people

_patiently endured long lines,

»

backpack inspections and Titet:

al-detecting checks to enter St .
Peter’s Square. Under a brilli:
sum, they listened to Eraneis:
liver the traditional Easter no
speech from the central balcony
of St. Peter’s Basilica. _
To the pilgring’  delight,
Francis completed a  whirl
through the square, in his

open-topped popemobile after

celebrating Mass on the steps
of the basilica, :
FOPE/AIT -

recalling victims of at-
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The Pope leaned over barti-
ers to shake hands, as the vehi-
cle ventured past the Vatican’s
confines, with his bodyguards
jogging alongside on the boule-
vard.

‘Urbi et Orbi’

Afterward, in his traditional,
twice-yearly “Urbi et Orbi” (To
the City and the World) mes-
sage, he spoke of violence,
injustice and threats to peace in
many parts of the world.

Prancis said, for the sake of
the Faithiful, Jomn who rose af-
car death by crueifivion “ui-
nniplicd vver evil sod gin”

He expresséd hope that “will
~ draw us closer to the victims of
rerrorism, that blind and brutal
form of violence.”

“Nay he {the risen Jesus) draw
us closer on this Easter feast to
the viciims of rerrorism, that
blind and brutal form of violence
which contimies to shed blood in
different parts of the world,” he
said, speaking from the central

balcony of St. Peter's Basilica.

He mentioned recent attacks
in Belgium, where at Jeast 31
people were killed by Islamist
militangs, as weil as those in
Turkey, Nigeria, Chad,
Cameroon, Ivory Coast and Irag.

“Wwith the weapons of love,
God has defeated selfishness
and death,” the leader of the
wotld’s 1.2 billion Roman
Catholic said from the same bal-
cony from where he first ap-
peared to the world on the night
of his election on Maxch 13,
2013.

Defeat evil with hope

The 79-vear uid Argentine
Pontiff wrend peaple to channel
the hope of Easter in order to
defeat “the evil that seems to

have the upper hand in the HF?

of so many people.”

The Pope condemmned the
Brussels attacks several times
during the past week, including
at a Good Friday service where
he said followers of religions
who carried out acts of funda-
mentalisin  or terrorism were

profaning God’s name.

The former king and queen of
Belgium, Albert 11 and Paola,
who is Italian, attended the
Mass and the Pope greeted
themn afterward.

In other parts of his address,
Francis expressed the hope that
recent talks could resolve the
conflict in Syria in order to end
the “sad wake of destruction,
death, contemnpt for humarnitar-
jan law and the breakdown of
civil concord.”

‘Rejection’ of migrants

He spoke. out against the
“rejection” ~ of migrants and
pefugoss, anying “tle Taster
nessage of the visen Christ ...
invites .us, ot 10 fuigel tose
men and Women seeking a bet-
ter futufes an ever more NUMeEr-
ous throng of migrants and
refugees *... fleeing from war,
hungef, paverty and social in-
justice.” .

all too often, these brothers
and sisters of curs meet along
the way with death or, in any
event, ‘rejection by those wha
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could offer them welcome and
assistance,” he said.

The European Union and
Turkey have agreed Lo stop the
flow of migrants to Europe in
return for political and [inancial
concessions for Ankara.

Turkey and The Aedean is-
Iands hove heen the main ronte
for migtau and 1efugoes pour-
ing into Europe in the pastyear.

Francis called for dizlogue
hetween Israelis and Palestini-
ans, and resolutions to coaflicts
and political tensions in Yeinen,
traey, Libys, Durundi, Mocan
Ligue, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, South Sudan and
Ukraine.

Don't lose hope

On Saturday night, after a
bleak Holy Week, the Pope led
the world's 1.2 billion Roman
Catholics irto Taster celebra-
tions by urging them not to lose
g in a glovay world,

“Let us not allow darkness
and fear to distract us and con-
trol us,” Francis said in a homily
at an evening Easter vigil Mass

in St. Peter's Basilica,

The Holy Week services lead-
ing up to Baster, already ihe
most somber. in the Christian
liturgical calendar because they
commemorate Jesus betrayal
and death by crucifixion, have
been further dampened by the
attacks in Brussels.

put hope was the theme of
Saturday night's service, The
Pope used the word about 20
times in his brief homity, woven
around the Christian belief that
Jesus rose from the dead three
days after his crucifizing,

“Maythe Lord fiee us ... from
being Chrigtians without hope,
who live as if the Lord were not
risen, as if our problem$ were
the center of our lives,” he said.

Lesson for Christians

At the start of the service, the
basilica was in darknessto sig-
nify Jesus’ tomb belfore his res-
wrrectinn. Then the Pope, cardi-
nals, bishops and members of
the congregation lit candles and
finally the basilica’s lights were
turned on in a symbolic show of

3

light aflter the darkmess of Coed
Friday, which recalls Jesus
death.

In his homily, Francis said the
hope thas Easter brought was a
lesson for the Christinn faithful
to cast aside the pessimism that

-could “imprison” people inside

of themsgelves.

“We sen and will continue to
see problems both inside and
out, They will always be there,”
he said,

But he insisted: “Letusnot al-
low darkness and fear w dis-
wract 1s and control onr hearts.”

“Today is the celebration of
our hope. It is 50 necessary to-
day,” he said.

The Baster message recalling
Christ’s resurrection, he said,
“awakens and resutrects hope
in hearts burdened by sadness.”

In his fourth Easter season
since his election in 2013, Fran-
cis also baptized 12 adult con-
verts to Catholicism hailing
from China, South Korea and
other countries around the
world. Reports froni Reuters,
AP and AFP
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THE NATION'S LEADING NEWEPAPLE

More war eqmpment to support
troops in southem Philippines

By ELEMNA L. ABEN

The Philippine Army expects the
delivery this year of more equipment,
including artillery pieces such as 155-
min howitzers, under the continuing
military modernization program.

This was disclosed by Army chief
Lt Gen. Fduardo Afin who vowed fn
ensure that (roops on the ground,
particularly hoscin national priceity
areas like Eastern Mindanao, Sulu
and Basilan, will get the necessary
equipment to allow them to continue
with their combat security opera-
tions.

In his speech during the Army's
119th anniversary celebiaiion, Afio
said they were expecting the ar-
rival, this year, of additional infantry
fighting equipment and fire support
vehicles, including 155 mm howitzers,
et ulilily vehicles, 60-mm mortars,
40-mm grenade launchers, rocket
Immeher light uniis and 50-wait ar
muored vehicle-confignralion radios.

These additional equipient are
expecled to further enhance the
Army's eflectiveness to, support the
government's campaign to end insur-

gem:y in the country.

In 2015, Afic said the Army re-
ceived ifs delivery of 56,843 M4 rifles,
124 armored vehicles including six
with remote-controlied weapons sys-

tems, 60 field ambulances and 30 light -

utility vehicles which he said "will
boost the capacity of ground forces
in eonventinnal and unconventional
warfare.” ;

The srmered vehicles ineludod
those that have been delivered by
Eibit Systems of Israel and the US,
which turned over refurbished APCs
under its Excess Defense Article
(EDA) program.

Likewise, the Army have received
more than 2,000 radio and equipment
for a more effective command and
control system.

Meanwhile, the Army chief said
that a total of 743 communist rebels,
Musltim separatist gucrrillas, and
terrorists have been "neutralized” as
aresl of lovusad military eperations
in the previous year

He said the feat is their contri-
bution to the government's Inter-
nal Peace and Security Program
Ipsp).

According to Afio, the Army con-
ducted a total of 306,000 "focused
military operations” that led in the
neutralization 595 New People's Army
(NPA) guerrillas, 82 members of the
Al Qaeda-linked Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG), 16 Bangsamore Islamic Free-
dom Fighters (BIFF) gunmen, and 56
Jemaah Islamiyah facilitators of the
Maute Group.

Af————
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More iroops were deployed in

¢« Basilan to conduct relentless
. combat operations againsgt the
» terrorist Abu Sayyaf group.

Maj. Filemon Tan .Tn, spokesman
far thn gy ylitary's Wostopn Mindanan
(nmnmnrl (\‘nsmmcmn), said that
h ArGaifianet cempanics of Lovps

! were sent 1:0 Basilan to sustain the

! operation against the Abu Sayyaf.

Tan, however, refused to reveal

; the exact number of augmentafion
Y troops. .

“Our relentless operations are
continuing. We inserted additiona)

itroeps to sustain the pursuit

aperation,” said Tan.

“Hopefuily, we will have positive
development inthe coming days,”
he added.

Tan justified the deployment of

sdditienal tronps in Basitan, saying
the wedlitsy dovs nol want (o meve
out forees from the ureas that lve
been cleared earlier with Abu
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Sayvaftereorists,

According to Tan,
augmentation forces will come
privarily from military units based
in Zamboanga.

the

He assured that the sending of .

additional froops to Basilan will not
vesul to weaken miiary JURET
in other areas under ‘.\(smincom.

Ou Haly Friday, cleaents of the
Army's 4th Special Forees Battalion
(SFB) clashed with more or less 40
Abu Sayvaf terrorists in Albarka,
Basilan, resulting in at least two ASG
killed while six ather’'s were wounded,

“There is no letup in our
operations against these lawless
elements,” Tan said,

Tan said that the encountered
ASG band was under Isnilon Hapilon
-the Abu Sayyaf commander who
declared alfegianes with the Islatie
State of Trug and Syr 'ta

Mapilon is wanted b bath the
Fhitippine and the U m'vd States
governments - the US has $5 million
reward for his neatralization,
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» Fake general

HERMOSA, Bataan - A fake
Philippine Army general was arrested
by the agents of the Criminal
[nvestigation and Detection Group
{CIDG) in this town, recently, Seniar
Supetintendent Benjamin Silg,

Jr., Centrat Luzon CIDG chief, said
Salvador Escobar, who uses the
alias “General Orlando Pablico,”
was nathed at his hideout here
based on a warrant of arrest for
iliegal pomconcion of firearma and
explosives. Silo said Escobar, alang
with his cohorts, are also wanied
for extortion, falsification of military
documents, illegal recruitment, and
conducting a bogus army training
course. (N‘arT Supz‘lad)

GFFICE OF !%‘E ARMY CHIEF PUBUC AFFAIRS ~ Email 1dd oacpa armyEU‘[Zf’ gmaif.com - Tel no, (02) 8453555 Logal: 528 52 5

Army Lore Perose. Sezvmg the people. Securing the iand.

I
il

@4




Army Vision. By

=
Pl

oy
LA
el e,

- & WanT-sfass Jrmvy

yihalis & source of national pride

[

| OFFICE OF THE ARKY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add; vacpa.army2012@gamail.co

m - Tel ria, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5705

4
March 2016

exercises arriv

American ireopeioining the
Balikatan joint military «drills
are expected to start arriving in
the Philippines today as their
Filipino counterparts kick off
planning exercises designed
to boost thejr ability to handle
emergency situations.

US troops and equipment
would arrive through north-
ern Luzon, according to Capt.
Frank Savson, Philippine

spokesman for this year’s Ba-

likatan exercises, Fe, however,
declined to provide spedifics
for security reasons.

“Based on the plan, the
mobilization of the American
troops and the offloading of
their equipment for Balikatan
2016 will start on March 28. We
are following a timeline and
they should be here by tomor-
row and the fojlowing weeks,”
Sayson said yesterday.

Balikatan 2016, a major

proving the interoperabifity of -
Filipine and American troops
will be heid in Crow Valley
in Tarlac, Fort Mageayray in
Nueva Bcija, Clark Field in -
Pampanga, Subic Bay in Zam-
bales and in Palawan.

Officials said the exercises
would focus on maritime law
enforcement and disaster res
sponse efforts,

The Philippines and the US
are also expecied to kick off

111
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today

By ALEXIS ROMERO

event that highlights the long-
standing alliance of the Philip-
pines and the US, will be held
from April 4 to 15.

The exercises, however,
had a soft opening last March
16 with the launching of con-
struction and medical activilies
in Panay and Palawan, the
provinee nearest the South
China Sea.

The exercises would be

held amid concerns over
China’s aggressive actions
in the West Philippine Sea
(South China Sea), a busy
sealane where about $5 tril-
lon worth of trade passes

through annually, Organizers -

of the exercise, however, in-
sist that the conduct of drills
has nothing to do with the
maritime dispele.

Military drills aimed at im-

today planning exercises for
emergency siluations includ-
ing a magnitude 6.5 earth-
quake in Moetro anila,

Sayson said the command
post exercises would be held
simultancously at the Philip-
pine military’s main head-
guarters in Camp Aguinaldo,
Cruezon City and the US Pacific
Command henriquarl(‘rs. The
exercises will be held until
March 31,
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By Rnnr Acosra

" ANILA and Capas,

Tarlac—American troops,
who will take part in this

year’s bilateral military exercise with
their Filipino counterparts, would
start arriving in Northern Luzon on
Monday along with their equipment,
some of which would be seen and
used for the first time in the 30-year

history of the war games.

Capt. Celeste Frank Sayson said
the US forces should start disem-
barkingin the operational areas of
the Arrie<d Forces Northern Luzon
Command in preparation for the
Balikatan. Sayson, Balikatan public
affairsofficer, said thewartraining
component will be held for 10 days
inselectad areasaroundthe country
and involves live-fire exercises.

iy S T g

The war games will formally
open on April 4 and will run un-
til April 14, although its command
and planning compenent or what
the participants called “table top
exercise” will begin at Camp Agui-
naldo on March 28.

A total of 4,904 US troops will
jointheactualexercises, alongwith
3,773 Filipino troops.

For the fi)<t time, the US will
showcase what it calis the high-
mobility artiliery rocket system
(Himars} on top of the 55 various
aircraft and at least five warships
that it would use. The Himars will
be used in the live-fire exercises at
the Crow Valley Gunnery Range in
Barangay Santa Juliana in the mu-
nicipality of Capas, Tarlac, and later
on will be transported to Palawan,
according to Sayson.

The Himars is the newest mem-
ber of the multiple-launch rocket
systern (MILRS) family.Jtisa highly
mobile artillery rocket system of-
fering the firepower of MLRS on a

. wheeled chassis,

Himars engages artillery, air- '
defense <oncentrations, trucks,
lightarmorand personnelcarriers,
aswellas support troop and supply
concentrations. Himars launches
its weapons and moves away from
theareaat high speed before gnemy
forces locate the launch site, docu-
ments provided by Sayson said.

“Partof the live-fire exercises in
Crow Valley is the Himars, which is
for air protection,” Sayson earlier
saic. “It is also an anti-ship war-
fare, ground warfare asset, Later
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on it will be brought to Palawan
although it will not be doing some
live-fire exercises in Palawan.”

Aside from the rocket system,
the US side will also use 55 various
aircraft, including Ospreys.

On the other hand, the Armed
Forces will fly its various assets,
including, its two brand now TA-
S0 lead in fiohter jets and 5-211s.
It would also sail two battleships.
Likewise, for the first time, around
8C Australian military personnel
willjoin the military exercises.

“Australia will be bringing in
oneaircraft which could be used for
HADR [humanitarian assistance
and diszster responsel and civil
military operations,” Sayson said.

Thisyear’strainingwillalsohave
military observers from Brunei,
Cambedia, Indonesia, Lao FDR, Ma-
laysia, Singapore, Thailand, India,
Japasn, Scuth KoreaandTino Leste.

Pinatubo closed

IN view of the Balikatan, the Capas
Municipal Tourism Gffice (CMTO)
in Tarlac has announced that trek-
king to the world-renowned crater
of Mount Pinatubo will be tempo-
trarily suspended until April 15.

-

Barangay Santa Julianaiswhere
Crow Valley is located and also the
takeoff point for novice trekkersto
the Pinatubo crater, which formed
a scenic emerald-colored lake or
caldera 2 kilometers in diameter.

In an earlier CMTO advisory,
the Mount Pinatubo trek was tem-
porarily cwipended from March 23
to 26 spoitingthe vacation of scores
of tourists all set to make the trek
to the crater.

The CMTO advisory said “trek-
kingtothePinatubocrateristempo-
rarily suspended effective March 23
due to the imposition of additional
fees of P700 per person pursuant
to an amendment to Botolan, Zam-
bales, Municipal Ordinance {MO)
1-20157 which municipal officials
heresaidis “arbitrarilybeingcollect-
ed fromtouristsandguests.” Marissa
Velasquez-Vidal, acting Municipal
toutism officar, signed the advizory
which she said was a dircctive from
Mayor Antonio Rodrigues.

Department of Tourism (DOT)
Centtal Luzon Regional Director
Ronnie Tiotuico had to intervene
after the CMTO prevented a Ger-
man television crew from trekking
to Mount Pinatubo on March 23.

Tiotuico said the German TV
crew was on its last day of gather-
ingfootage foradocumentarytobe
shown in Germany when the advi-
sory took effect, preventing them
from going to the crater.

Vidal said the imposition of the
additional fees is being contested
by the indigenous people (IPs) of
Zambaies, whoare thelegalprivate
owners of the Pinatubo crater area
by virtue of a Certificate of Ances-
tral Domain title. According to Vi-
dal, the IPs’ complaints prompted
the CMTO to issue the advisory.

However, Vidal said they lifted
the suspension on March 26. The
Sangguniang Bayan (5B} of Boto-
lan, Zambales's resolution imposed
an_additional P350 environmen-
tal fee and P250 ancestzal domain
preservation fee on top of the P100
ecotourism fee earlier imposed by
MO 1200 3 foratotalof P700. The SB
resolution said a fine of F2,500 will
be imposed on anyone who refuses
to pay the additional fees, which is
being collected by employees of the
Botolan, Zambales, local govern-
mentunitat theboundaryof Capas,
Tarlac and Botolan, Zambales.

With repartirig by Ashley Manabat
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BY VICTOR REYES

FILIPINO and American militacy
forces are due to start today
command post or tabletop
rxercises, part of the annus! Ba-
Hikatan training exercise which
formally opens on April 4,
Today will also mark the start
of the arrival in undisclosed
areas in Northern Luzon of
US forces and equipment par-
ticipating in the Balikatan, said
Capt. Celeste Frank Savson,
Batilkatan public affairs officer.
For thc tabletop exercise,
Sayson said Filipino generals and
other officials will be gathering
at the AFP general headguarters

in Camp Aguinaldo today to
simulate responses to calamities,
including a 6.5 magnitude earth-
quake in Metro Manila.

“We will know how our
cenerals swill react when o
crisis happens, how the AP
Sl deploy its armay of farees
as a reaction to the scenario,”
Sayson said,

In Hawaii, American forces
will also be holding their own
command post exercise today
at the US Pacific Commancd
headquarters.

“The US forces wili also be do-
ing their own tabletop exercise

on how to help the Philippines. .,
They will be aware of the Philip-

pine preparations so theyll know
when 1o enter, how to provide
support,™ he said.

ThednllwxumnunulMarch&l

The Americans will be usidg
aroutt 4,900 T8 farces, 55
afreraft, and five ships in this
year's Balikatan cxercise. Qg
the other hand, the Philippine
milieary will use some 3,700
troops and several air and naval
assets.

The field training exercises
will be held in the traditional
sites inchuding Clark Air Base
in Pampanga, Palawan, Subic
Bay in Zambales, Crow Valley
in Tarlac, and Fort Magsaysay

in Nueva Eclja. -

 Air For ce to stockpile PEOM chopper parts

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Philippine Air Force is buy-
ing P68.92 mitlion worth of spare
parts for &s cight multi-purpose
helicopterswhich were acquired
from Augusta Westland of raly as

part of the mifitary’s modemiza-

tion prograst.

Air Force spokesman Col. En-
rico Carnaya said the acquisition
of the spares does not mean
that the AW-109 choppers,
which were delivered last year,
are facing problems,

He said the aircraft “are in
good condition.”

“We dothe procurenyent as pro-
grammed. Thisis to make sure that
our assets are in top colition, in
gnod shape,” said Canaya, “These
(sparcs) are forfuture use. Tt takes a
long time to process procurement
50 we dokdvance progrounnng.”

The acquisition of spare parts
is divided into two lots - one
worth P37.50 million and the
other P31.42 miltion. A pre-bid
conference was held in Vil
famor Air Base in Pasay Citv fast

March 14 and the opening of
bids will be on Thursday.

The helicopters were ac-
quired from Agusta Westland
for P3.44 billion under the milis-
tary’s modernization program,
Two of the aircraft were deliv-
ered in August last year while
the six othiers were delivered in
Pecember, also last year.

The Air Force is using the
AW-109s as “attack helicoptér
aireraft,” complementing the.
MG-320 choppers in the inven:-
tory of the 15th Strike Wing. ~-

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUSLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: vacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555Local; 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

T




Army Vision, By 2028, & world-ciass Army that is a source

LT

of ngtiona!

'fJP

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295¢¢¢

‘Q& March 2016

By EDD K. USMAN.

e, esearch for building drones or
‘ P unmatned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
"B s new in the ling of fire of the
v Depariment of Scivuee and Tech-
noiegy Dubi).

But the DOST’s Philippine Council for
Industry, Energy and Emerging Technology
Research and Development (PCIEERD) has
made it clearihat research and develepment
(R&D) for UAVS does not inciude making of

rar materials.
PCIEERD Execulive Lirector Dr Car-

l6s Primo David confirmed Inst Friday that

the program of possibie drone building

gpened up after. Department of Nafional

Defense (DND) Secretary Voltaire Gazmin

2 E‘h{ﬂ m%'r - .mﬁw‘*m

MAKILA: BULLETIE

THY, NATIOW'S LEADING NEWIDPAFIR

approached the PCIEERD for a possible
partnership.

“Anything that will keep our troops
safe,” said David as an assurance of the
PLINERTY: readiness in enndneting R&D
on drones fur various applications, includ-
ing potuatic!ly for the Arnzed Fepoes of the
Philippines (AFP).

However, Davidemphasized that the discus-
sion is still in progress and that the PCIEERD
has z firnitation on its R&D, with reservation on
the making of firearms and explosives.

1Te zaid that his view is that the military
has many community activities for which a

drone would come in handy.

He said a UAV Consortium is presently
being formed, as heinvited the academe, the
pmvate sector, and other interested parties
to foin.

The PCIEERD bead also called onother
gowerruient agencies to partnor with the
DOST so that every research could be tai-
lored according to their needs.

David said sometime in April, DOST
PCIEERD will sipn a Memorandum of
Agreement with the DND for the UAV pro-
gram under planning, a two-year tie-up that
is open to renewal as the need demands.
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AF to buy P70-M spare parts

for attack helicopters

~ The Philippine Air Force
(PAF) will spend close to P70

- mittion to acquire Spare parts

for its AWTHY attack helicop-
ters to ensure that the air assets
velil remain in good condition,

Bid notices uploaded from
the Philippine Cecernment
Electronic Procurement System
website showed that the acquisi-
tion of spare parts was divided

into two projects or fots.

The first lot costs P31.42 mil-
fion, while the second has an ap-
proved budget of P37.5 million.

PAF spokesman Col. Enrico
Canava over the weokend said
the spi parts would be ac uiled
“lor futae use,” noting tal the
procurement process takes time.

“This is to make sure that

vur assets are in top condi-

tion,” he said. '

Canaya clarified that the eight
AW109 helicoptersin their inven-
tory remain in good condition.

The bid documents did not
state what speeific helicopter
spare parts will be acquired.

1o be qualilicd, prospective
bidders should have complet-
ed a similar project within the
last five years.

The deadline for the sub-
mission of bids for the two
projects is on March 31 at the
Aar Foree Procurement Conler
Conferonce Room, Villamor
Air Base in Pasay, the PAF said.
 The bids will be opencd on
the same day.

The military bought cight
AW109 Power helicop-
tors from Anglo-lalian firm

AgustaWestland for P3.44 bil-
lion fwo years ago.

The helicopters are now be-
ing ueed for imternal secarily
operations and surveitlance.

AgustaWesttand previously
said the helicopters would
feature a mission package and
equipment with a combination
of weapon syslems.

According to ihe company,

cach helicopler is an eight-scat
twin-cngine helicopterwithaspa-
cious cabin that can be fitted with
anumber of modularequipment
packages.

AgustaWestland is the same
atrcrafl manufacturer that won
the contract for the acquisition
of five AW 109 Power na-
val helicoplers worth P13
biltion. - Alexis Ramerg,
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NDRRMC:
in Holy Wee

BY VICTOR REYES

ineidents

swimmming in Barangay Sinisian
last Thursday, said NDRERMC ex-
ecutive divector Alexander Pama
in a situational report. '
The five were Lorenz Rvle Boa,
11 Jimson Boa. 17, Lazaro Boa, .
25 John Joseph Mendoza, 23:
and Herminigildo de Castro, 21,

THIRTEEN people dicd white
42 were injured in incidents of
drowning. fire, and vehicular in-
cidents during the Holy Week.
the National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Managemert Coun-

cil reported vesterday.
Pive of the fadivies Qrevnicd
i1 Calaca toven in Potanras while

Lorenz was the first one to

Ree NDRRMC » PareBA

NDRRMC

droven. The four others tried o
save hitm but suffered the same
fate. All were declared dead on
arrival at the Don Mavuga Pro-
vincial Hospital in Lemery town,

Two others dicd of drowning
in Batangas - sevensyear-old gitd,
Pearl Wyvanna Uaidea, in Taal
toven last Friday, and Gilbert del
Rasario, 46, in San Juan town
last Thursday,

In Quezon. there were three
fatalities. One was 12-vearold Ar-
lene Nepotiwceno who drovenged
in @ river in Calavag town Jast
Thusday. Her body was retrieved
the following day. The two others
wore kloimificd as Sherwin Paraiso,
20, who drowned in Lopez twn
Thvrsday and Cliristian Asitre, 19,
wihr droswnedin Sadaya town alse
Thurscay.

In Cagayan, Dennis Guiilermo,
34. drowned ar the houndary of
Lagsin aned Gotinmn towns st
Frickwv “wehiile crossing a rivey o
collect foaodd shells.”

In Tugao, Keey Joyee Came-
pol. 13, drowned last Wednes-
day while swimming with her
friends in Lamut town.

Irx Benguet, Lebino Sama Es-
para Jr., 32, died when the boat
he and his companions were
riding during a piciic capsized
when it bumped wooden debris
in Bokod town last Thursday.
Espara's hody recovered the
follywing day.

The NDERMC also said 42 ol
ers et injtred in 13 facidens.
Eleven of the incidents were
vehicular accidents which oc-

curred in Tarle. Batangas, Que--
h b

zot, Camdguin, Hugao, and Kalinga
provinces, and in Baguio City.

The two the non-vehicular
incidents left two people in-
jured - SFO3 Andres Lipao
Jr. who suffercd first degree
bLurns while responding to a
fire incident in Baguio Ciy jast
Wednesday, and Christian Mark
Vergara, 150 wlo was with the
five drowning victims in Calaca,
Batangas last Thursday.

NDRRMC spokeswoman
Roming Marvasigan siid the
agency bas vot to recelve g figal
report from fickd offices.

“Tt's sad that we have reported
casualtics and injusics due to fire

Jincident, vehicular accidents

and drowning. Pero mukhang

peaceful naman yung observance
and marami naman in action na
government agencies, kahit na
grabeng traffic and inabutan ng
mga travelers lalo na nung Thurs-
day.” said Marasigan,

The Philippine National Po-
lice said the ohservance of Holy
Week was not as peaceful as in
e Past vears.,

PNP spokesman Chief Supt.
Wilben Mayor said at east 21
people drowned from Holy
Monday to Good Friday, inchud-
ing a Japanese. Two persons
were also reported missing,
and seven vehicular accidents
recorded, in which three were
kifled and 44 were injured.

aMaveor did not give details,
everras to where e incidents
occurred.

Also without details, Mayor said
sevent Army soldiers were hurt,
while three Abu Sayyaf bandits
were kilfed inan encounter. Mavor
also said there wias a gronade-
throwing incident in Sidgao del
Newte but no one was hurt as the
grenade failed to explode,

tHe said a bus robbery incident
was also reported in Makati City.
~ With Raymond Afitea
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Tax exemption for uniformed personnel as a token of appreciation

THE CHAIR of the House committee
on fabor and employment, Davao
City Rep. Karlo Nograles, has ap-
peated to the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue chief, Kim Henares, to waive
the withholding tax on the provision-
al allowance given to military and
uniformed personnel. He said that
the BIR might have the discretion to
forgo the same; after all, the al-
lowance is provisional in nature. He
is positive that this tax exemption
wilk not encouiiar any legal comphi-
eztion even if it is not specified hw
Republic Act No. 9040,

I am very pleased that someone

from Congress has finally taken the

initiative to request this kind of tax
exemption for the defenders of our
country if the BIR chief does have dis-

cretion over this matter, 1 hope she
would see how it can boost the
morale of our military and uniformed
personnel, The amount of tax exemp-
tion is nothing compared to the ser-
vice our military has been giving to
our country.

What is it compared to their will .
- and determination to keep our courn-

try a safe place to live in? What is it
compared to the risks they face every
day? What is it compared to the fears
they chooce to ivnere? What is it
cempared fa the ez e their fami.
lies back home experience while
they are away? What is it compared
to the anxieties about their making it
home alive? What is it compared
to the life that they are willing
to lay down to defend and protect

our motherland?

My point here is, in their profes-
sion, it is their life that ig placed at
stake. Wouldn't it be great if we show
gratitude through simple  things
like this?

In my opinicn, they deserve more
than the salary and benefits they get
from government. This proposed ex-
emption may not be exactly a big deal
(in monetary value) but to them, it
mesns a lot. By choosirg ta exempt
their  provisional allowance, the
BIR 8] show them il tdiey are
appreciated.

We all know how hard it is to live in
a country where salary is low bur the
cost of living is high.

—ANASTASIA KUZ,
a!!fcmurmotherland@gsuail.cem
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MANILA, Philippines - The Air Force will spend close to P70 million to acquire spare parts for its AW109
attack helicopters to keep them in good condition.

Bid notices uploaded on the Philippine Government Efectronic Procurement System website showed that
the acquisition of spare parts was divided into two projects or lots.

The first lot is estimated to cost around P31.42 million while the second lot has an approved budget of
P37.5 million.

Al Force spokesman Col. Enrico Canaya sald the spare paris would be acquired “for fulure use,” noting
that the procurcmant process talos Yme.

“This is to make sure that our assets are in top condition,” he said.

Canaya clarified that the eight AW109 helicopters in their inventory remain in good condition.

The bidd documents did not state what specific helicopter spare paris will be acquired.

To be gualified, prospective bidders should have completed a similar project within the last five years, The
deadline for the submission of bids for the two projects is on March 31 at the Air Force Procurement

Center Conference Room, Villamor Airbase in Pasay. The bids will be opened on the same day.

The military bought eight AW109 Fower helicopters from Anglo-Halian firm AgustaWestland for P2.44
Lillion two years ago.

The helicopters are now being used for internal security operations and for airbarne surveillance.

AgustaWestland previously said the helicopters would feature a mission package and equipment with a
cembination of weapon systems.

According to the company, each helicopter is an eight-seat twin-engine helicopter with a spacious cabin
that can be fitled with a number of modular equipment packages.

AgustaWestland is the same aircraft manufacturer that won the contract for the acquisition of five AW 109
Power naval heficopters worth P1.3 billion.
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Tropa ng Amerikang dadato sa Balikatan driils, darating na bukas
By Bombo Dave Vincent Pasit

Nakatakda nang dumating bukas sa bansa ang tropa ng Amerika na sasali sa taunang RP-US Balikatan
Exercises. . '

Kinumpirma ito ni Cpt. Frank Sayson, tagapagsalita ng Pilipinas para sa Balikatan exercises ngayong
taon.

“Through this military exercise, we will know how our generals react when a crisis happens,” ani Sayson.
Magsisimula ang Balikatan 2016 sa Abril 4 at tatagal hanggang 15.

Layunin nito na palakasin pa ang matagal nang magandang relasyon at alyansa ng Pilipinas at Estados
Unidos.

Gayundin ang hangarin na ma-develop ng dalawang bansa ang tanitang pwersa, techniques, tactics at
procedurss kapeag ikinakasa ang maa maseselang operasyon.

Nabatid na noong Marso 16 palang ay Hlang mga humanitarian activities ang sinimulan partikular sa
Panay, Capiz sa Visayas, at lalawigan ng Palawan.

Isasagawa ang nasabing military drills sa Crow Valley sa Tarlac, Fort Magsaysay sa Nueva Ecija, Clark
Alr Field sa Pampanga, Subic Bay sa Zambales at sa Palawan.

Ayon sa mga opisyal, nakatuon ang nasabing mga exercises sa pagpapatupad ng maritime iaw at
pagpapalas ng mga gagawing hakbang sa panahon ng sakuna.

www philstar.com

US troops to start arriving for Balikatan on iMonday
£ A

MANILA, Philippines - Amecrican troops joining the Bafikatan diills are expected to starl arriving in the
Philippines on Monday as their Filipino counterparts kick off planning exercises designed to boost their
ability to handle emergency situafions.

US miltary personnei and their equipment will enter the Philippines through northern Luzon, according to
Cpt. Frank Sayson, Philippine spokesman for this year's Balikatan exercises. He, however, declined to
provide specifics for security reasons.

‘Based on the plan, the mobiiization of the American troeps and the offloading of their equipment for
Balikatan 2016 will start tomorrow (March 28). We are following a timeline and they should be here by
tomorrow and the proceeding weeks,” Sayson said in an interview on Sunday.

Balikatan 2018, a major event that highlights the longstanding alliance of the Philippines and the US, will

be held from April 4 to 15. The exercise, however, kicked off quietly last March 16 with the launching of
construction and medical activities in Panay and Paiawan, the province nearest the South China Sea.
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The exercises will be held amid concems over China’s aggressive actions in the West Philippine Sea
(South China Sea), a busy sea lane where about $5-trillion worth of trade passes through annually.
Organizers of the exercise, however, insist that the conduct of drills has nothing to do with the maritime
dispute.

Military drills aimed at improving the interoperability of Filipino and American troops will be held in Crow
Valley in Tarlac, Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija, Clark Air Field in Pampanga, Subic Bay in Zambales and
in Palawan. Officials said the exercises would focus on maritime law enforcement and disaster response
efforts.

The Philippines and the US are also expected to kick off planning exercises for emergency situations --
including a magnitude 6.5 earthquake in Metro Manila - on Monday.

Sayson said the command post exercises would be held simultaneously at the Philippine military's main
headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo and the US Pacific Command headquarters. The exercises will be hald
unt! March 31,

“Through this military exercise, we will know how our generals react when a crisis happens,” Sayson said,
adding that the situation requires coordination with other agencies,

“Of course, we also expesct [help from] our allies like America. Because of our bilaterat relations through
the MDT {Mutuzal Defense Treaty), we can ask them o help us,” he added.

Under the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1951, the Philippines and the United States will jointly develop their
securily capabilities to ward off external armed attacks.

Activist groups like the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan want the MDT and related agreements fike the

Visiting Forces Agreement and the Enhancesd Defense Cooperation Agreement scrapped, saying they
keep the Philippines dependent on the US and can drag the country into US conflicts.
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