Army Vision: By 2029, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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By Dmm L. L
.Busmess

KIM WONG—the operator of the country’s Iargest_{ |
: casme jﬂnket operation— h S

‘bon committee today i
At the same EEI'I.lF_‘. the 54«_:___:'_

: .dacmus $951-million. ele‘ Lon
*Heist on 'the Bangladesh Bank’s -
offshore bank accounts: and the
‘subsequent attempt to move the
funds to third:countries; some:.
'_of which slipped through the -
:annmoney Jlaundering ‘mecha-:
nisms of - Rizal® Cor_nmercaal
Banking Corp. (RCBC). =~
T am ‘not ivolved'in’ money'"
laundenng " “Wong said in an.
mtemew w1th the INQUIRE yes:
e K?M/Ala

NO SECRETS Chmese busmessm' . KimWong'is scheduled to “to teii
all” today at the Senate biue ribbon. comiittee’s third heanng onthe
: ha:st. Wong operates the East:em Ha i -i.els_ re Corp. casino in Cagayan
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er iNQUIRER report that pomt~

: who may bebehind: the schermne.

“Tiwill reveal the names at the -
‘he ‘said, explaining
3gthat *he had already. :adopted 8

“Senate,”"

2014 after whlch he ended up_

_owing Wong P450 million. M

later introduced Wong to ' Mr, B

“Who' prom;.sed to bringin funds to

“irvestiin the Phlhppmes and, at:

“the same’ time;’ ‘help . pay off' the
deb to the junket operato

When asked Wheﬂaer he wa

the ‘person: who he: suspecm had " *
:brought the aBeged du‘ty money_

 one of his'clientsin the casi- i

e ‘botrom of the- controversy :
L Ther INQU}.‘RER ‘had eazhe.r re-.
- ported thatone of Wong’s chents,
4 Macau-based  casino’ ‘playet, -
was responsible for :=:bn’ng'ing' 'fihe’ LTes

EasinG Junket agent scauUng'fdr i
’,h:gh IlET.'WOIth _chenm—who' had

electrome” + heist

said He ‘did not know where 1115
cliefits got their funds. T

aware that:the funds were ‘sus- I
pected to have come from the -view
the
Bangladesh central bank Wong - CEOIC :

- each pther “socially”
E 'he met Tan when Tan was still
“AT1Twas told was thathe was i
id. . going to bing: in/investments;
- ‘and-that the debt t6'me: weuld
1 ﬁnaliy get paid,” hesaid::

1Z.

- Wong sazd he Rad” frdl docu, i

: mentation

g0vemment 1T Hs bld to.get to the

ﬁmds }_nto the couritry.

“support © his ©
clam:ts-u-mdudmg copies oftravel"f- '
“dociments’ of éveryonie involved
i thet seherne wand - fidandal
"records of where t’he funds Went.-'

i ' c111tated the

want fo help'the govenﬁnent_ _
y:te]img them what I kriow, and
“to' clear " my. fame,”. ke said;
adding that all hi§ pérsonal and

‘corporate ” bank  decounts” ‘had -

leged money—laundenng cffenses

been frozen' by the: Anti-Money -
~Laundering Coundil: which has -
filed @' complairit against Hini in
the Departmeént of Justice for al- -

s country’s ﬁnanmai system
. “Dinamay lang siya dito (He :
:_'._Was__ Just linked to thxs) Wong -

: asked for it _
-7 My businesses have been af-
- fected, and &l my clients have
; -Withdrawu their funds,” he said,
--adding that the average monthly
“turnover of up to P13 billion for

ia Santos—Degulto as thlR _

iher Senate’ tesnmony

- Wong-—who" flew.-to - Hong
Kong for a-trip with his family

" and. Singapore::fora-inedical:”
checkup early this month be-

fore he was summoned by the
Senate—said he -is - a -Chinese

national, having, been born, in-.
Hong Kong and moving to tha o
Philippines as a young boy

‘Hegrewupinthe PhJ_hppmes

‘and was. first involved in the
_.galments mduslry, a.nd eventu—

restaurams mcludmg 1he pop-
ulat: “Pantalan,” near Qumno
Grandstand in Manila, L
started inithe casino and-‘
et"operanons business’ in

2005, and " opened - ‘Easterr

vaii Leisure Corp. in the Ca-
gayan Feonormic Zone Autimw
ty in Santa Ana, Cagayan, in
2006 As his business 6f flying
i foreign casino players grew,

: Wong rented -space .at’ Midas
al- - Hotel along Roxas Boulevard in
g 31__5--:Pasay City, - ‘where chis high-
- rollers from’ “overseas could

play. He said he also brought
clients to Solaire when they

his: - junket  .operation . busi-
ness—the . biggest . registered
with the Philippine Amusement
and Gaming Corp.~has all but
dried up since the controversy
broke. “This is a legitimate busi-
ness.- I've been losing a lot of

Ty money” :
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ple’s Army (NPA) rebel was
killed while an tindetermined
¥ nimiber of his conirades were
beheved ‘wounded after they engaged
government troops who were hunting
thern down_Sunday in the hinterland
areaof Barangay Bangonay, in Jabonga
town, Agusan del Norte, Capt. Joe Pat-
rick A. Martinez, regional ‘spokesman
of the Army’s 4th Tnfantry’ (Dianiond)
Division (4th ID) yesterday said.

- The body of a’still unidentified
msurgent was recovered after the 15-

ininute encounter and has beep turned
over to local officials and the Phahppme'

National Police (PNP) for zdenttﬁcatwn
and ptoper burial. .. 2
--He said the gun battle started at
3 30 p.an.-with the government troops
recovering a fully loaded AK47 rifle.
Martinez said the operating f:roops
of the 20th Infantry Battallion under

Lt Co ; Anel Orxo Were trackmg down

a few days ago in the outskirts of Ja-
. bonga and Kitcharao towns of Agusan '
- del.Norte.. o _
The rebeis were members of the i
CPP- NPA Northeastern Mmdanao :
. Regional Committee, he . sazd _
According to him, the msurgents

rifles, four: landmines, four handheld
* radios, 17 rounds of 60mm and five
rounds of 8imm mortars, and subver-
give documents Wlth }ugh mtelhgence :

fled to nearby Mount llong-Tlong after
the skirmish. .

- Noonewas reported hurton tbe gov-
ernment side during the gunbatile. .

Martinez said there have already

been 20 armed engagements with the
rebels since last month that resulted

in the killing of three m_surgents and y

the recovery of an M14

value :

- Maj. GeneralBen;annnR Madngal' .
: Jr ‘commanding general of the AFP’s
" Northeastérn and Northern Mindanao ; -
4th D yesterdaylauded the troops who

Ty
. down the NPA remnants’ locatmn '

. “Teongratulate our gallant soldiers

~who' fought bravely and are fully moti- |

vated in accomplishing their mission,

‘he said adding “I also thank the con-
" cerned civilians who are giving timely

and relevant information about the
NPA's location and activities.”
-.“However, we are saddened about
the death of these three Filipinos.
They could have been alive by now, liv-
ing peacefully with their family, if only
George Madios and Myrna Sularte
(NFA leaders in Caraga region) and
their cohorts did not deceive them to

he said.

is the only way we could start building

_everyone’s dream that is to have a

peaceful community that is conduezve
f(}r éevelepment ? Madrxgal added

join'this non—sense armed struggle »

e mge the remammg NPAm this -
- area to finally come to a decision to re-
~flect, think for the future of their family,
+ - and go back to mainstream society. This

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emaii add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel po. (02} 845- 9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core PU{pose Serving the pecple. Securing the land.

74




Army Vision, By 2028,

& world-class Army that is & SOuUrce of nenona. pro
roe of nahons o

=
=

oF ; ;
FICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa. army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 84

8558 Locai, 5285, 5295(:::*‘

7 q March 2018

modate close to 400 perscms
TFhe seized NPA camp, Which
located in a thickly forested area

- some 45 kilometers from:Jabonga

‘”Capt Joe Patrlc :

8P
.:_(D1amond) Division (4thiD), claimed
-‘that elements.of the 20th Infantry Bat:

talion (20th 1B), which recently over--
ran an NPA‘camp in J abnnga Agusan :

" del Norte; “dzscovered ‘deépiexcava-
tions with mining paraphernalia.” .

He, however, could not eiaborate

why the msurgents have resorted to

i epgaging i mining: activities: :

C U The 4th ID spnkesperson saxd the'-
‘._-NPAS were also engaged in’ illegal

. manufacture of improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDS} and other bomb
r_natemals '

“U«Thig arnmied: iawiess group (ALG)
are really involved in illegal activi-
_tles 7 Martmez alleged.

0 ewly discovered NPA en-

! eastern Mmdanao Regmnai Commit-

“spokesman of the 'Army 5 4 4th Infantry.

B ':ampmen belonged to the tegional”
‘headquartersof the CPP-NPA North-

town proper, had 50. outpcsts, 200

- -bunkers, functmn haﬂ 20 make- shift

_.kltchens, 90, make shaft comfort
. rooms; one generator set complete
radio commumcatmn set and training
" facilities including running trenches
~ and foxholes.. Communist-National

Democratic Front-NFPA's documents

were also found in the camp ‘Marti-

. hezsaid.

. Meanwhile, MaJ Gen BenjammR
Madrigai Jr., commanding general of
the Northeastern and Northern Min-

danao.4th ID.also criticized the. NPA
“on their grave abuse iof Indigenous

Peoples (IPs). ancestral domain., .
" upg gpposed to NPA' claim that
they protect the environment, the

~ discovered NPA camps especxaliy
_ their main camp in Caraga region lo-
"_eated at the outskirt of Jabonga town.

‘(Agusan del Norte) is a clear evidence

that their true motive is.controliing

“'the resources in the’ 1P’s ancestral
‘ domain as’ ‘indicated by the smallw

scale mining activities in the camp,”

'_ he sa1d (Mike T Cmsmundo)

%
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& Eleven person ! s

‘operationis in nine: towns m Camannes Norte Iast Week an.

z-:ofﬁci id yesterday. :
Semor Superintern et Rudolph D1mas, Camannes Norte

pohce chrector said:the raids were conducted inBasud,

' aracale, Tahsay, Daet, Jose Pangamban

nzo and Capalonga on March 20 and 21.

§ © Dimas said the arrests were made’in coordmaﬂon Wwith '

| the ‘Criminal Investigation and Detection Group, Pl'uhppme

L Drug Enforcement Agency, 49th Infantry Battalion of the

| Philippine Army, Camarines Norte Provincial Public Safety -

§ Company and- the Regxonal Intelhgence DlVlSlOII in the .

iBlcol region’

I Among ’chose arreqted were Edfmlan Esplnto, 36 Lzberty '

E Agnio, 29; Nilo Fraricisco, 34; Ruel Cabezude, 45; Mark

| Angelo ] Habalo_Samante Gloria Sarza, 35; Pastor Valencza

' : . /42, and Uldarico Icaranom. = -

. Fifty grams of suspected shabu with an es’ama’ced

| street value of P100,000; 5 9mm pistol and two 1mprov15ed

| shotguns were séizéd from the suspects.

{  ‘Dimas said the suspects have been charged w1th

| violation of the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act

| and illegal possession of firearms:=.. =~ - Mlke Fnaide
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L L -ie.tght Impmwsed expios:ve
:_”_The;ﬁreﬁght conhnued devzces (IEDs) at the scene.
until Sunday as govement ‘He said two BPAT - .
troops, BPAT and MILF = - '_'members wete hurt when
members flushed the - j f' * anIED exploded during .

(oly ssaulting . Abil Savyaf from’ the:lr ~the’ cieanng operations. The
spokesman for the Western - the camp in Sitio Bohe' Buug -qf:ronghold “he said. “7 - Victims were airlifted to a
“Mindanao Command, said . in Barangay Macalang " - Tan'said the troops found -military hospital here for
members of the 18th Infantry around 6: ’?0 p M. on Sa’azrday the body of a bandit and - treatment.
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14 March 2016 @)ﬁ ﬁlamla Timeg | rager £

mdanao Command (West-
' m)_ sald hundreds of: army’

“the ASGin Smo Buhe Buug, v1llage of '
““facalang'in Al-Barka town, 2 Known
stronghold-of the Moro Islamic
“Liberation’ Froat (MELF) Where ’Lhev
= captm'ed the ASG camp

%ﬁ%mﬁA?

: 1n'I'raq and: Syna {ISIS) and
militant] in thé pro' '_"'fnamed new leaders aligned

“cember Tast year, mlhtaryforces?__ with the mternat:onal Islamzc 2 SGCL}I’IHQ the land.
also killed a Malaysian-bomb

i extremlst group.’
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 anfi- terrorist oPerzmons in AL
- batka; Basilan, everl as the MILF
owed 10 pledge support to secu-
: forces againstthe ASG. -
“Last " Thursday, ~ two - ASG
were 4 massive
i ; :mﬂztary operations in Aibarka,

eri Basilan, oo
. Tun said the MILF deaded to :

o _?agmﬂsttheASG atmed at dm‘mg'

-+ “away the bandits from secaring
- sanctuary in thefr ‘camps espe-
i~ ~cially in the ‘aftermath of fierce
L _ancounter mﬂ} Armytroops
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© Presidential bet Senator Gregono 'Gnngo Hona-
“sani’ of the United Nationalist Alliance on. Monday urged
sthe xmhtarv and ‘policeto mvestigate clafmsonithe alleged - |
. presence ¢ of Islamic State fighters in ‘Mindanao and pre-
simila tenor attacks in Be]gmm and Paklsta.n from-

_ 'IockedBmsseis and Maelbeekm Beigmm_
e said there is the needto safeguard t
' __;bordﬁrs and 1ntens1fy security measures in hght of g
the recent spate ‘of terror;st a:ttacks m Belgmm and“ :

" Honasan, a former'mﬂxtary ofﬁcml sazd ! have-"
i '_saxd this in the past, that stich attacks are rude awak-
_._jemngs__that 'o free cou try a d peopie are safe from :

- “This-is an unfortunate reminder to nations like ‘the”
o Plnhppmes, that anvone; can fall victiins to ferrorism. This -
" should serve as a wake-up.call to the national gove:mment

i -and the law enforcement agendies,” > Honasan said. - .
| 11+ Honasan explained it is necessary. and unportant that :
|- the military and the pohce authontles go through strict:.
- validation and evaluat;on processes to ensure the safety :

austed 10 deten'nme whe‘ther
d'the Phﬂlppme bdrders And
& er, do we have concrete plans or steps to counter the :
[ ' Islarmc State forces?” Honasan asked.

Page: f (
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Meanw}ule ofﬁaals announced ihzsz
s_i.;Phl Us Bahkatan exerases w11]

ary dzill in Antique nexi monﬂm :
- Capt. Celeste Frank Sayson; Balikatan’
2016 spokesmman for the Philippine ; side,
\ntiquie was chosen as site for the
pid response force drill because
ts strategic focation. -
P.anay Island is located at the center
of our; archxpelacrlc couniry. Up north
15 Luzon and down south is Mindanao.
From Panay, we as soldiers can quickly

'_be useful in t:ransporhng troops Fom Gre 0
operational area to ar another espemaily dur«

aphibic

were pmked up Jn Darwm and ano er m
: ;Calrns, Aus‘{rah

“The thre SH1ps o ‘The Navy, aside from the newly

o aatan (formerI} HMAS Tamkan) and: --Phlhppme Builes cargo ‘and’ logxshc sh;pf-
BRP. Batak {ex-HMAS- Bruncz) that were . ppp Tagbanua, has been relying maink '
commissioned m’fo the N avy service :-- on“World War 1l-era logistic:ships int

last Aug. 10; ' . troop;-logistic and ht.unamtanam trs
Lincuna sald the i:ransport shlps ’wouid . ports operations for decades. -

‘be moved rom Cebu'to the sthyard in S
"Sangley Pomt Cavn&e inMa PR
gl

logl
ﬂoatmg assets mventory e :
T}le Aush*ahan govaemment donated_

s our launching,
€s, may it'be in -

toid Wﬂ}.not
: ar_ ﬁghtmg and_:?
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Pahina. ’{

hisyon ng Comalec patuioy pa rin ang patayan sa iba’t
ibany panig ng bansa: Kasi mga hindi kayang subaybayan
ng PNP at AFP ang private Hrmies ng mga tusony pulitiko
samga'lalawigan at Metro Manila. Kaya fuloy nagiatanong
ang:aking:mga nakausap kung ‘$aan napupunta ang intel-
ligence fund:ng PNP at AFP para siktikar ang mga armed

group sa:bansa: ‘Satbulsa kaya ng mga opisyales ng PNP

at AFP nalulusaw ang naturang pondo? - -

- Marahil ang kasagutan nito.ay nasakamay na i ng’
mga PN at AFP-offici als; Sa panahon ngayon.na mainit
" na ang karmpanyahan ng local fficlals tiyak na dadanak na
~NAGK . ; -sd pa- . MO &ing-dugo mula sa mga kampo ni Satanas na gusiong
J tuloy na. patayan sa kalye? o ang Katanungan ng ating . manalo 5-?‘59?@@9'”.?.efﬁk?jyon-'ﬁt". s& bawat patayan tiyak
miga kababayan fuwing magkaroon ng patraidor na pag: . ha ang sisisiin dito sy ang PNP at AFP at puro imbest-
 pasiang. Kung pagbabasehan ang report ng PNP umaabot - 98300 B8 lamang ‘ang kanilang magagawa. Kaiulad na
' Ha 8a 2.371 na ang hasamsamnila mula ng magkaroon:ng lamang noong Linggo nig-hapon na kung saan fnamba-

Comeiec gun:ban na kinabibilangan ng 2, 287 civians, 19 - ngan si Gaiauan, Laguna mayor George Beris habang na-
| PNP; 13 AFP, 1 BFP, 16 government elected officials, 30 - Ngangampanya na ikinamatay Tg kanyang mga kasama

sacurity guard, 2. CAA {CAFGU), 1 thredt grotips; 3 PAGS ~ na sina Leonado Taningco at #tong tumatakbong councilor
“at & other LEA na may kabuuang 1,805 sari-saring baril 12 si Emmaniial Pera. Kritikal ang kalagayan ngayon ni Ber-

- arig nasamsam. Ngunit kung anong higpit ang ginagawa. * fis sa isang ospital sa Laguna habang nagkukumahog ang
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8th ID to conduct 3 series of AFPSAT in Eastern Visayas

From the Philippine News Agency (Mars 28): 8th ID to conduct 3 series of AFPSAT in Eastern Visayas

In line with its efforts to hire quality people fo fill its ranks, the Catbaiogan-based 8th Infantry Division
announced that it will be conducting three batches of AFP Service Aptitude Test (AFPSAT) Examinations

from Tuesday to Friday ini the Eastern Visayas.

The examination will be facilitated by representatives from the Philippine Army Mobile and Testing Team of
the Army Personnel Management Center stationed at HeadqGarters Philippine Army, Fort Andres

Bonifacio, Taguig City.

be on Tuesday at Headquarters 803rd Infantry (Peace Maker)
Cat; lorthern Samar, the second will be on Wednesday and Thursday
e -ampus, CatbaloganCity and the third on Friday

The foliowing are the gualifications:

1) For Officer Candidate Course (OCC):

a. Holder of baccalaureate degree.

b. Natural bom Filipine.

c. 21 10 29 years of age upon admission (no age wai.ver).

d. Single and never been married; never borne or sired a child.

e. Height of not less than 5'0 (152 cm) for both male and female but not more than 6'4” {193.04 cm).
f. Of good moral character.

g. Physically, mentally, and psychologically fit for active military service (P-1 profile).

2) For Officer Preparatory Course (OPC):

a. Holder of baccalaureate degree.

b. Inactive Commissioned Reserve Officer who were commissionad in the PA under Circular 4 Groups | and 1L
¢. Must not be over 31 years ofd on the date of Calied to Active Duty {CAD).

d. Physically, mentally and psychologically fit for active military service (P1 profile).

e, Height of not less than 5°C ft (152 cm) for both male and female but not more than 6'4” (193.04 cm).
f. Of good moral character.

3) For Candidate Soldier Course (CSC):

a. Natural bom Filipino citizen.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people, Securing the land.
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b. At least 18 to 26 years old and must not be 27 years old or older on or before the date of appointment as
candidate soldier. (ne age waiver)

¢. At least High School Graduate, but possessing technical/vocational skills needed by the AFP.
d. Single and never been married; never borne or sired a child.

e. Atleast 50" ft or 80 inches in height. (No height waiver).

. Of good moral character.

g. Physically, mentally, and psychologically fit for military training.

Examinees must bring along with them the following original documents during the examination: NSO Live Birth
Certificate, Transcript of Records or Coliege Diploma; ballpen: pencil # 2. Examinees should wear white T- shirt,

panis, and rubber shoes.

Regional security heightens as NPA celebrates 47th
anniversary

From the Philippine News Agency {(Mar 28): Regional security heightens as NPA celebrates 47th anniversary
CAMP ALAGAR, Cagayan De Oro City — The regional police command has beef its security forces as the
communist New. People’s Army (NPA) observed its 47th founding anniversary Monday.

The regional police is closely watching Buikidnon, Misamis Oriental and Misamis Occiderital provinces
where the strong NPA presence has been observed, Pol. Supt, Surki Serefias said.

Serefias, the police regional spokesperson, said that the police has established a round-the-clock checkpoint and
beefed the village intelligence network in the region.

The police in Northem Mindanao have been on full alert status since the start of the election period, but with
the NPA’s founding anniversary, the police are sharing the information on the ground with the military for
assessment.

He said that white the police have not yet received any report of any possibie attacks by the Maoist
insurgents, there is no substitute to be vigilant.

Serefias alsc wamed the public to be wary of passing around text messages from unknown sources about bomb
threats that might induce fear or panic.

Founded by Bernabe Buscayno on March 29, 1969, the NPA is the armed wing of the Communist Party of the

Philippines (CPP).

In the past few months, the NPA has carried out attacks against government soldiers and armed paramilitary
groups in various parts of Northern Mindanao and Caraga regions, and even admitted responsibility for the
burning of properties owned by private corporations in Bukidnon,

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the land,
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AFP: NPA rebel’s strength dwindles in Zamboanga

From the Phiippine News Agency (Mar 28): AFP: NPA rebel’s strength dwindles in Zamboanga

The military is winning the war against the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army-National
Democratic Front {CNN) in this province and in'the fwo ‘nearby Zamboanga provinces.

This was announced by Col. Jesus Manangquil Jr.; Army’s 101st infantry Brigade comimander, citing the
CNN has aiready lost mass based supports in this province and in the nearby provinces of Zamboanga del
Sur and Zamboanga Sibugay.

The NPA rebels operating in the three Zamboanga provinces are unider the Western Mindanao Regional
Party Committee (WMRPC). which is headed by a certain Ka Bamban.

Manangquil said the strength of the WMRPC has declined to fess than 100 armed members this year unlike

in'previous years they have more than 1,000 followers.

Manangquil said the Bayanihan Outreach Program of the province government is also of big heip to the
campaign against the NPA rebels aside from the continued military offensive.

“Malaking effect sa kanila (NPAs) dahil nawaia ang mass-based support ng mga tao. Marami na sa kaniia ang
sumuko,” he said, citing the NPA rebels are always on the run evading the military troops.

He said this is also the reason why the NPA rebels could not even launch tactical attacks despite orders
from the higher echelon of the CNN.

Manangaquil's headquarters is focated in Barangay dei Pilar in the nearby town of Pifian, this province.

Next president. No choice but to pursue peace with MILF

From Rappler (Mar 28): Next president: No choice but to pursue peace with MILF

Despite obstacles, peace panels from the Philippine govemment and the MILF say there’s reason to celebrate the
2nd anniversary of the signing of the peace deal with the MILF

CELEBRATING PEACE. Various groups attend the 2nd anniversary of the signing of the Comprehensive Agreement
on the Bangsamoio in Cotabato City. Photo by Jodesz Gavilan/Rappler

Army Core Purpose: Serving the pecple. Securing the land.
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The next administration has no choice but to pursue the peace process with the Moro Islamic L iberation

Front {MILF), the government’s chief peace negotiator said ‘Monday, March 28, as various sectors celebrated
the 2nd anniversary of the historic signing of the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro {CAB).
The Bangsamoro Basic law [BBL) that was supposed to implement key provisions of the CAR has not been
passed and the chances of it getfing approved before the current administration ends its term in Jung is
remote.

“Walang choice ang next administration kundi ipagpatuloy ito,” said government peace negotiator Miriam
Coronel-Ferrer on the sidelines of the anniversary celebration at the Notre Dame University here. "Sa damj
ng problema ng bansa, bakit pa hahayaan na magkagulo ulit?"

(The next administration has no choice but to continue this. With all the problems the country is currently
facing, why would anyone still want violence?)

“We've been through a lot of changes in administration,” Ferrer pointed out. "But what matters is that the
commitrment is there.”

Ferrer added that the peace panel will continue with their timeline despite the significant delay in the approval of the
proposed law.

"Hindi binubura ng isang kabiguan ang ifang dekada nang paguusap," she emphasized. "Hindi naman dapat na afing
tafikuran ang lahat na naitayo, naigawa, at natulungan.” (One mistake doesn't erase decades of negotiations. it is not
right that we abandon all that we've built, done, and helped.}

Challenge to candidates

Noting that they will “surely inherit this political problem,” MILF chief peace negotiator Mohagher Igbal
chailenged the 5 presidential candidates to make a clear stand on the peace agreement and the BBL.

"We still Iook forward that the next president will continue what we've 5o far accomplished and eventually
pass the BBL.” Igbal told reporters. "We urge ail of you to to clarify to us the policy that your administration

will pursue vis-a-vis the CAN and the BBL."

All presidential candidates - Jejomar Binay. Rodrige Duterte, Grace Pos, Wanuel'Roxas Il and Miriam
Defensor-Santiago —have declared they're for keeping the peace in Mindanao:

But they vary in approaches to it. Binay said the proposed BBL needs to be tweaked, while Duterte said the
more sustainable path to peace is to expand the biji and change the form of government to federatism. Poe

stressed she wanted "transparent, inclusive and sustainable” peace talks,” while Roxas promised to ensure
the passage of BBL. Santiags voted against the BBL in‘the Senate, saying it's unconstitutional.

The CAB is the basi 1e proposed BBL which also outlines mechanisms and interventions needed to
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).

ensure sustainable peace in the Autonomous

The taw's approval hit & snag after the Mamasapano clash between government forces and Moro rebels |ast year,
which killed at least 85 peopie.

labal said "vested interest groups” in Congress caused the "defeat” of the BBL.

“They all ganged up together and worked their way triumphantly,” he said. “Who are they? They are those who are
insatiable with wealth and power and those still ensiaved by religious bigotry."

The mood was festive as different stakehoiders from various sectors not just in Mindanac but from other parts of the
country gathered to commemorate the anniversary.

But igbal acknowledged the frustration on the ground, adding, "wecan't really blame them.”

-CAB can never become the solution to the Bangsamoro problem,” he said. "But it is the
on of our aspirations and emotions. Now that ouir legitimate grievances and aspirations have

llready been recognized by not just the Philippine government but afso by nations of the world, do we have
to stop in our struggle just because the moment is not favorable fo us? No.”

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




