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By j.oceiyn R. Uy

HERE’S a sweet surptise for the

Phlhppmes agnculture indus-

try: For the first time in recent

history, sugarcane farming has
become the second hottest job
m the country. .

in January on the government s
“official job portal, -www.phil- -
job.net, there are 12,400 vacan-..*
cies for sugarcane farmers and -
100 job- cpenmgs for sugarcane.
.- not usually] figure as in’ de-:
-__:'mand » Baldoz sa1d 1n an mter-
VieW..

grinders.:

Labor: Secretary Rosahnda;_-
‘Baldoz yesterday said this was.

-._‘;obs on the government’s _}Ob
~portal. .

the samie time we are happy be-'

- 1ted to th
- the global market; she said.”

: table sugar pnces in

“We wete surpnsed and at' 0 “The ‘price of sugar is unaf.:
'fected by whatever develop-
merits+in the world; so supply
for'; sugaris still 4n=:demand and
- that means good irvestment for
olir sugar industry, whether for

cause [agricultural workers. ds

“According to Bireau of Local'
Empleymenr (BLE) data posted

yesterdav

.o The vacancies are in’ Mata? '_
‘ '-_Iami North Cotabayo province; -hi
one of the sug pfoducmg g

. Sugal Farms Corp.

When ‘asked if there. were .
: pmblems in filling the demand '
- Baldoz said that since. it is.a-
" rovelty, the Department of La-

- horand Empiowneni will close-

; '_-_ly mcmtcr appl;canons and re-'_'

the first time sugarcane work - .
landed m the 10 20 in- demand_"_

op 1ghts
* company’ hsted as I—hgh ‘r”mld st
' 28,996 vaganmet; poated since

; Aqmd{ check of the w=b<1te':7'.'." nlifie and
.:1-_:-s%1c>wed that 7,400 ‘sugarcane
*farmers ‘V\‘El’e still neecled ag: of o

the'start 'of the year. -

. "Fot years, ‘the demand fol-'.'_

_cail Center. agen’ts has not been -
rechmcal

‘sales

meét by “the: current’ 5upp1y

; even though the Philippines is

pne of the worﬁids leadmg

The unexpected demand for;_-i"
sugarcane farmers can be r,red-'

_' it and milecuo
< gtaff - nurses, cas
: 1:ron1r: eqmpment

& }t:liah&is’éfs
' -machme operatms

Cand

Among the top; 20 hot JObS
are metal ar¢ welder, sa}escte-
rk, waiter, secumy guard and
‘and” commermal
representative w1th
1 200 to 1 600 vacanc;es ;
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CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The "
. communist New People’s Army
- (NPA) claimed it was expanding .
“1its troop capabilities and base’
" areas’as it celebrated on. Tues-
. day its 47th’ founding anniver- ..
- sary, making it -one’ of ‘the

 Johgest running Maoist insur-
* genciesin theworld. . 7

* In a statement, a 'spbkésPe'r-
son of thé National Democratic

“Front (NDE),.the Communist’
Party of the: Philippines’ politi-"

“¢al arm, said the rebel move-

tines:t

centiry arid.
xpand. its reacn des

inrebelhotspots.. . 0

- Jorge ‘Madlos, _spe'a'k.iﬁ.g for .
NDEMindanao,  ‘claimed . the .

' NPA was now operating in 2,500

- centration, dispersal and shift-
ing: For several years Dow, our”
Red army jearned warfare
through warfare, earned the
overwhelming support of the
people and thus, grew from be-
ing small and weak to becoming
large and strong,” said a sepa-
rate statement signed by Norsen
aianggubat, spokesperson of the

CP-NCMR.
Reacting to the rebel anniver-
gary, Maj. Gen. Benjamin

Madrigal, commander of the
Philippine Army's 4th Infantry
Division, said¢ the NPA “had
nothing to celebrate as it has
been losing in its fight for the
establishment of a Maoist gov-
ernment in the country.”

“I'March 298] is the supposed

OFFICE OF THE | ivercary of the NPA, but we

~ment has persisted for almost G
" half 4 centil; contifities to’ that there was also.a growth in.
_expand. _despite the men
* Coricentration of military ro0ps

Tslamic secessionist rebels.

“The 'population influenced

increase:

‘'ples revolutionary governments
“im numerots communities and
baratigays and some at the mu-
nicipal level,” Madlos said.

The communist léader added

the recruitment " of . “people’s

-logistical support. . -

* . Madlos also claimed the rebel
 movement had enhanced capa-
bilities to launch attacks against

““are celebrating the triumph of
‘ot soldiers,” Madrigal saidina ~

statement e-mailed to the In-
QUIRER. . : _

Last month, the military de-
clared several provinces in
Caraga as “conflict manageable
and ready for further develop-
ment” following a series of com-
bat operations there, including
a clash in Jabonga, Agusan del
Norte, that led to the seizure of
what it said was a major NPA
camp. .

“Many have now helped us
by providing timely and rele-
vant .information about the
NPA's location and activities...
and ‘Wwe are now reaping the
fruits of our collaboration,
Madrigal said. ‘

He said the NPA has been Jos-

eommunities - covering - 200 -
towns in 20 provinces in- South--
' _em_P_hilippimés,‘_which;also__hosts . ]
' . danao in 2015, which doubled

(communist)’ revolution
d to:geveral “millions;-..
- wherein 200,000 are_ directly-.
*organized, while tens of thou- -

sands are covered by the peo-

‘miljtias,” intefligence work and

' Aguirre, Inquirer Mindanao

: -gbvé’rrfiﬁ:iéht forees: He clainmed
~“at-least 500 tactical offensives’
(TOs) were launched in Min-.

the 250 attacks reported ifi

_hundred TOs, most of which
were directed against detach-
ments and regular troops of the .
AFD” Madlos said. o
The Communist Party in
North Central Mindanao Re-
gion (CP-NCMR) said the coun-
try's Armed Forces have “failed
in_ their t_qtiriterrevokutioﬁa'fy
campaigns -and operations to
crush our guérrilla army.”
“We have correctly” grasped
the basic guerriila tactics of con-

ing menincombat. . ..
e eannot dllow  lawless

groups to sow fear among our

people, Madrigai said. '

In Southern Mindanao, Maj.
Gen. Rafael Valencia, commari-
der of the Army’s 10th Infantry
Division, cited the surrender of
NPA rebels as evidence of suc:
cesses against the insurgency. ’

Valencia said the surrenders

“ were brought about not only by

combat operations, but also b;,r
civilian-military operations. %

He believed the rebels “were
also realizing that it was futile 0
continue with their struggle.” -2

Valencia said the -government
was assisting refutnees.  Jigge#
Jerusalem arnd Karlos Manlupig,
with a report from Eldié
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statsed that an undetermmed number of :

commuinist insurgents were either killed
orwounded during the two encounters..
“Theencounters happened a day ai’ter

the NPA celebrated its 47th foundmg an- -

mversary last March 29.

.. Thé identity of the sialn' scldlers was .
not Immediately avaﬂabie, but i was. -

confirmed that they were Killed i in a gun

lage’ security, peace and deve!opment

- operations in Upper Gabunan when they
encountered an undetermined number

of armed rebels under a certain “Com-

* mander Bagwis” of guerilla-Front Com-

mittee 68 of the CPP-NPA North central

' ﬁl\fImdanaoRx:gmnalComnntteeatamund“
Spm.c PR

- Elements of 403rd Infanny CPeace—"_ 'the insurgents. .

maker) Br;gade were conducting vil-

Ina press sfatement sent to Mamia

_ 'Bulletm, Maj. Gen. Berjamin R. Madrigal,
Jr., commanding general of the Fourth 4th

Infantry (Diamond) Division (4th D) cited

. the series of successfil combat operations

these last two months Winchprompted the
military to declare the provinces in the

" "Caraga Region as’ “conflict manageable
and ready for furtber developmen
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'NPA rebels

BUTUAN CTTY - Suspected New People’s Army (NPAY. . -
rebels have'repor’tedl‘y_harassed tourists at the Hinatuan En- |
chanted Riverin Surigao delSure, ooy R

" First Lt Karl Jan Dovaras, commander of the 41st Civils
Military_OperatiCns, said members of the NPA guerrﬂlé‘froht '
committee 14 pulled over vehicles entering and leaving the-
‘eco-tourismi site and inspected, their belongings at gunpoint-

. Devaras said pursuit operations against the rebels have: . -
been:laimthéd, LA et S e - —Ben Sertaio

rass tourists in Surigao |

. J 3

J
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Frompage 1
defense minister to address the incident. e
“It’s a foreign country. If we are not allowed to

enter then we cennof foxce it. If Manila is ready to -,

iselves, then we’ll wait, but if they néed
should enter,” Ryamizard said

Antor
to d

 Fore

s4i
efforts for abducted seafarers
Indonesian security forces cannct help in the

nationals who were reportedly kidnapped by Abu
Sayyaf Group (AS_G)-__bﬁmdits while passing off Tawi-

Tawi over the weekend, the AFY stressed.’.

«pot gur Constitution, we do not aliow military
forces here without atreaty” AFP spokesman Brig.
Gen. Restituto Padillasaid, . _

He was referring to Article XVill, Section 26 of
the 1987 Constisution which explicitly prohibits foreign
| military bases in the Philippines.

' 1t also states that eign military bases. troops.
ot facilities shall nat be allowed In the Philippines

v

ongoing search-and-rescue operations for its 0.

except undera treaty duly conctrred in by the Setate

RN
B, 10

- and, when the Congress s0 requires, ratified By a

majority of the votes cast by the peopie in‘a natipnal

“peferendum held for that purpose, and recognized as

atreaty by the other contracting State.” o
" Padilla made this statement aftet Indori‘ésia
ffored the use of its military and police units in

S R o tracking dovwn the bandits and its captive nationals.
\Charlian said the National Police” - :
eploy the elite Densus 83 . a : o
cusd.and:th to*. - The victims were aboard the Brahma-12, algo an
" Inidonesian-owned tugboat, along with a sister vessel,,
_was towing a barge laden with 7,000 tons of goal,
““when allegedly attacked by the ‘bandits over the
- wisekend. :

He also said the AFP is quite capable of 16cating - -
and rescuing the vietims. e

1t was en route from Puting river in Banjarmasin
in Indonesia’s South Kalimantan province toithe
Batangas in the Philippines. S H
Local authorities found Brahma-12 abandoned off
Languyan Island, Tawi-Tawi on Monday afterncors
The Indonesian army has prepared vessels to
conduet the eperation in casethe Philippine authotities
allow Indonesian forces to join the operation,
Ryamizard said. He also has coordinated with’ the
Philippine defense minister to address the incidént,
In a statement, Abu Sayyaf has demanded 50
miliien pesos in ransomnt, equal to P 14.2 billion {USS LY
million), Responding to this, Ryamizard said-thal
Indonesia should not meet the drmand. 0+
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‘Abduction
adiver
says AF

onthe targéted groups inthese’
areas may have ‘compeiled’

some of thelr sympathetic al-
lies to initiate diversionary tac-

-otics-to-ease-the - pressure..on..

their besieged forces,” Padilla

‘gaid in an SMS to the media.

The AFP vowed that “there
will be no let up in focused mili-

sion,

THE PHILIPPINE military has

Indonesians it Sulu waters,

reportedly by the Abu Sayyaf
group (ASG), as. a possible

“diversion” to ongoing secuti-

1ty operations in Mindanao. -
. o, This' was the: “initial assess- -
ment”. of the Armed Forces of

. LI thePth in'es,AFP okesner-
- described the abduction of 10+ 50 e o Pa

sonBrig, Gen: Restituto-Padilla
said ina statement, -
. “Following the continuous

tactical siiccesses of the securi-
ty sector against lawless ele-
ments and extremists in the is-

lands of Basilan and Jolo, we

see that the mounting pressure

tary operations in these areas.”

- Despite repotts that the ab--

duction was carried out by the
ASG, the AFP maintained that

the jdentity of the perpetra-

tors “could.not.yet be estab-
lished with certainty.”

“The AFP and all other gov-:

emment agencies in - the

province must - first work- to

check, atthenticate and validate

_these information to ascertain

credibility before any confirma-
tion can be done,” Padilla said.

e ARP also maintained that

they would continugé to comply

-withy the government’s no-ran-

sompolicy.  JaymeeT Gamil
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. ZAMBOA‘\IGA CITY‘ -
hp_ 10 Crewmembers of an*

épped b ._suspected Abu
Sayyaf bandits over the -

g heldin Sulu

bfou Rtto Suly, but*

Gov. Mujiv Hataman said,
quoting ARYM police direc-
. tor Chief Supermtendent
| Ronald Estiiles. ©.

- Maj. Filemon TanJr, -
spokesman for the Western
Mindanat Command, said

the victims were brought.
However, Tan said

confirm reports that the
hostages are in Sulu. He said
reports that the supposed
kidnappers demanded

. .Weekend are repo ediy be-. v .
¥ ““the Tndonesian police and

milifary tohelp inthe rescue
. pperations; Armed Forcesof
“the Philippiries spokésmian =
Brig Gen Restituto Padilla’

cetved reportq the} .

we are cJ’aH waltmg for. the

| confirmation.” Altonomous”

-Regmn in Muslim Mindanao = said the AEP can handie the

§-the military is feady-to-assist. -
‘the police inverifying where"

inteiiigen(‘e'units could not.

ransom money have also not

Kldnapped Indonesian boat
crewmembers brought to Suiu"

= _'.-_"been verified.

Sources said mlhtary

= -opera’cmns are underway in-
oisletsin Basﬂan, Su}u and

Tawi-Tawi. i
“:.On'the repor%ed oﬁer of

matter
“We doriot allow toragn

‘military forces here without'

a treaty. The AFP has the

* capability to perform its mah-

date,” Padilla said. -
Indonesian Defense Min~
ister: Ryamwazd Ryacudu

 reportedly offered to assist
_the AFP in its operations.”

" Indonesiais ready to -

‘deploy its elite Denus 88
. counterterrorism squad and
. mobile brigade, Indonesian

police Inspector Gen. An-.
ton Ghatliyan said. - Roel

Parefio, Jaime Laude «




Army Vision: By 2028. a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

‘5\ March 2016

8.00

Bt Nawaumiuiant Pesidvacans Taos o0 5. Barss

General Carlos Garcia ria pansamantalang
makalabas ng Néw Bilibid Prisen:{NBF) sa
Muntinkupa City upang makadalo 5a burol ng

- kanyang kapatid saQuezon City.

- Sa isang resolusyon, pinaboran ng anti-
}glraft court ang mosyon na mih

vmihiling na makadalo'sa burol ng kanyang
kapatid na-si Philip Garcia' sa Immaculate
Concepeion Cathedral sa Quigzon City. Ngunit
imbes Tia apat fia'oras Tia‘tmang hiniling ng

sintensiyadong héneral binigyan lamang siya ‘
* Division ang phunder case na kinahabarap i

ng korte ng tatlong otas = girula 5:00 ng hapon
hgn gang%:(]ﬂnggabikalmPonmpanggmasiﬁp
angkapafid. e

infyak din:ﬁkorte g2 NBP na babafikatin
ni Garcia ang lahat ng gastusin sa kanyang
pagpunta sa burol w# 5 o

inagbawalan din si Garda magkaloch

mihain nd Garclana . fai !
" Sandiganbayan $i Gareiz ng pagkakakulong
. dehil sa pagsisinungaling sakaiyang mga asset

Inaprubahan ng Sandiganbayan Second 1 mtem'ewsamediaéi't":a'gg;ainzthg'ceﬁbﬂbne
Division-ang hiling ni retired Army Major - S )

hgbahgnasa labas ng NBP.. -

~ - Napag-alaran na‘pumanaw ‘ang kapatid
i ‘Garcia, Tia isang overseas Filipiio worker
{OFW) sa Riyadh, Saudi Arabia rioong Pebrero
15 at dumaﬁn%lang sa Pilipinas ang labi-nito
Matatandaan na sininfensiyahan ng

at pagiging permanent US'fesident habang
akt?bog;)arinsaserbisyo. e
Kasalukuyan ding nililitis ng Second |

Garcia dahil sa pa ng yaman na aabot
sa P303 milyon mula sa umano’y ilegal na
transaksiyon habang siya ay nanunungludan
bilang comptroller ng Armed Forces of the
Philippings (AFP). .o
' - Jeffrey G. Damicog
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rorism in thebud, which shotl
in the case of the Tslamic Sta
Aquino said yesterday.
£ j0bs are readily availa

ood job

are -avallable, Fo0c JEou
canlead to dignified lives... 1 the country, thert.;
there 1§ less motivation or less opportumnmties or
temptations for them to fall victimito syndicates -

that engage in trafficking,” hesaid: -

" “What countries should focus more onis how
to uplift the lives of theif ‘citizens s0 as not to
expose ot make them vulnerable to recruitment
by any bandit or terror group, more than enforc- -

ing laws against human trafficking. "

. "We believe that the solution is not really
just in the enforcement of the laws but rather
.perhaps.eliminating the conditions that leave
o vulnerable to such,” Aquinosaid.
Just like addressing a local unemployment -
problem, genetating jobs and ensuring a good

miliey, all of these p}:oblems eventually will™

become our problems, s0 best to ‘address them
when they are at their nascent stages rather than
when they are so fully blown and intractable
already,” he said. S ‘

No threa

- Barly this month, Aquino aﬂéjzéd fears of
Filipinos about the IS recruiting Muslim rebels

' Providing education and ultimatel§ jobs to-

Gitizens can be an éffeciive way of Tipping ter--
dhave beeridone .
(IS}, President.

and decent fuhire for everybody will lessen the
“¢hances of people taking up arms against the
“state; Aquino told the editors of Publish Asia
)16 at the Manila Hotel yesterday. . - w00

at - “Same with the threat of _ISIS;yg&-ha\'r;e,thié

disiltusioned yoifc_h"'x_ﬁ/_tf_hb"bth’__é:’;;_fpé'qpief-héi'rjé
‘studied as to how o motivate, how o exploit,
Fow to take-advantage of,” Aqul using
~another name of the S,
- This shold be especially sofot su-
cide bombers who' single-mindedly -
3¢ that ultimate act,” Aquino said.’ .

. As for the refugee problem irt the

- Middie East and Europe, Aquinc:.
said it is about time people “divorce
ourselves from the idea that these
problems are not ours and, therefore;
““thpy domot meritourattention® o
“#iThe mindset now should ber

i an increasingly shrinking global .

in Mindanao, saying they are just “mercenary”

groups trying to make themselves Took like

“They should prove themselves. Is it ideo-
logical or religious? They will say it is, but'pri-’
marily, we believe it is mercenary reasons that
are prompting them to =0 this. At theend of the
day, otir {Armed Forces) dealt with them,” he
said at the change of command of the Philip-
pine Air Force. o




'_he stressed tha’f nothmg 18 concrete yet. - the West Philippine Sea~by deployirig
' "warsthe andcoast gliard vessels as

As the Chinese military continues to-
He c;ald the reahzatzon tha 'th o
- well as by buxldmg artzﬁual 151ands, in

tlghten its hold on vast areds in- disput-
~ed waters, the Philippine government
is c0n51dermg building a “submarine
: mece "-a5 a defefrent to Begmg ' hett
- President Aqumo miade the pro-_.. for
'noun{:ement yesterday at the Publish - dr
jAsxa 20] 6 openmg a,eremomes even nas,

Last yeat it w s
nes would b '

S S%/he dfo -

the arot :

: I13%”Iorlil(‘)o‘r::ablv should stop talkmg _
bt what we are doing to enhance:
{defense capabihties) but the bottom:
line is, thissituation does call upon us:

ot more TeSOUICES | thari:

N Oy From Page 1

- prevmusly,” he toId a global
gathering of newspaper and
- news pubIﬁhmg mdustry
Dlayers.
e "Also, it"has necebsﬁated'
" us to have this as one of the
priority issues that has to be -
tackled as far as foreign policy
is concerned because it does
- significantly impact on our
own developmental efforts,”
the President said when asked
about the increasing miilitary
- cooperation between the Phil-
ippines and Japan.
"It does impact currently
_ the lives of our fisherfolk who
have been fishing in these
~waters for eons,” he said, ap-
parently referring to China's
barring Filipino fishermen

“ing this matter'to the benefit of

“from waters it now controls.

b 13 does 1mpact the econo-

mies to which these fisherfolk

of ours are engaged in. Hence,
there is that need to finally re-

solvethismatter or, at least, dc- - v
Ve T

celetate the process uf resoiv-

all parties conicerned,” he said.”
- He stressed the Philippines

- could lose its west coast if it al-

lows China’s maritime claims
to remain uncontested.

But despite the govern-
ment’s resolve to contest Bei-
jing’s expansive maritime
claims, it entertaing “no illu~-

- sion” about engaging China

or any nation in an arms race,
much less in waging war.

Aquino emphasized none-.

theless the need for an accelerat-

ed modernization of the Armed B

Forces of the Philippines.

~Turn to Page 12

M ot Took at represeiita~
tions of the so-called nine-dash
line, you will note that, as far as
the Philippines is concerned, we
practicallv lose the west coast...
“re Jeft with the east coast,”
sesident said, noting the
4 aland:, and facilifies bemg built
‘by China in the d1sputec1 areas
‘were also causing too much
environmental impact.

“It does matter to us, We are
supposed to have a 36,000-ki-
lometer coastline. We are sup-
posed to have an EEZ (exclu-
_sive economic zone} of 200
(nautical miles) strefching
from those baselines. And
suddenly, we are (going to)
lose about half if we agree to
this position (nine-dash linej,”
~ Aquino said.

UNCLOS not war

- But despite the challenges,
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the President said the coun-
try's peaceful efforts havebeen -
well received and document-,
ed, especially when he raised
the issue before members of
the Association of Southeast’
Asian Nations in Phnom Pefih,:
Capbodian 2012, .~
- Aquinotioted it was already
‘the 10th anniversary of the
region’s attempt to come up
with a code of conduct in the .
South China Sea. What the
'ASEAN camie up with in:2002 -
. was anon-bindinig deciaration,
Chesid i
T think all countries..real=
ize that war is a futile ‘eXer-
cise... nobody stands to gain
and, in fact, the whole world
stands to lose if it does amount
to waz” the President pointed
out. ; -
_ “The Philippines, for in-

weapons.

“what one

po
an

stance, renounces war as an

instrument .of foreign policy, -
that is embedded in our Con--
_stitution,” he said. /o o
“We have no illusions of - perity.
“ever trying to match or try-
‘ing to -engage anybody.in-
" an armé racé or int a military

“puildup,” j
ing his administration w
' yather devoteits resourcesto:
the “butter side” or the needs -
_of the people tather thanto
. “Stability ha

 when there s dlarity as
“one’s entitlements rathier than..

China Sea must realize the
importance of stability to
‘ensure smooth trade and
‘greater chances for pros-

#And that il's no-longer 2=
question of whether one pos-:
- 52S§SES ITOTE eCONOMIC thight or

Aquino-said, add-: mote military might, but rather .
ouild  what is it that is embodied in.

25 to - the laws that govern all-of us
that we should e religiously
adhering to? So if thal situa-
i © tionis wrought then we man- .

‘age the crisis, we bring . down -
‘the tensions and we avertany
potential for any conflict,” he -
" _The President said he is

toeach

wants.to-assert out

of national interest,” he said, ;
inting out the Philippines
d China were both signato--
ties to UNCLOS. -
The President sai Philippine Sea issue. ..
those far from the South '

gratefu] to countries thathave -
‘expressed support for the”
" Philippine position on the West.

d even ' '

- With Jaime Laude, AFP .
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| Gomtractor Augusta Westla

Defense - Undersecretary . Fer--
nando . Manalo announced - the.

of operating a submarine tleet to
 help protect its territory in the dis-
-puted South ChinaSea. -~ = -
" Masalo said the ordet forthe’
two AW159 Wildcat helicopters
“was signed Wednesday by De~

fense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin .

said. “Many people have been say-
ing we should have done it a long
time ago. The anti-sub choppers
will be onboard the frigates that we
are acquiring.”

~ “This will definitely enhance the
capability of the Philippine Navy.
For the first time, we will have
anti-submarine helicoptets for our
new frigates. For the first time too,
we will have brand-new frigates,”
Manalo added. . :

He did not specify what type of
frigates are to be acquired becase the
bidding process was still at the post-
gualification stage and the contract

hasyet tobédrafted. o
. “[But] the frigates [will] be built at

- QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE -

- . the governmient-owned shipyard in-

 India. ‘They have not won [the con-
tract] yet, but they are the lowest bid- -

tracted Anglo-Tralian defense.
10 delier two antisubmarine
helicopters, worth-P5.4 billion, o be used with the two brand-
new frigates the goverviment is planning o buy from India.

placement of the order as Presi-

Hent Benigno Aquino 11T said the AWI59 ‘Wildcat helicopters i8 €x-
- dent Benigno Aguino 1. iy pected to be delivered in 2 Tittle

country is studying the possibility

ense

: _ ;nd Stefano: Béftéii of Aﬂgus_

taWestland. Ll i
Manalo said the first of the two

more than a year, in tirne__for"t_he
expected delivery of the new frig-

“ates, worth' about P18 billion. to.
be built by Kolkata'based Garden:

Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers
Coflndia o

“This is very timely Manalo

der so far,” Manalo said. .
He said the process includes an
inspection of the contractor’s con-
struction facility as well as its legal
and financial capability.
The acquisition of the new
frigates has been in the pipeline
since. 2014 when India started
exparting defense equipment to
friendly pations. _
Garden, Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers will make 10-12 fast pa-
trol boats for Vietnam, which, like
the Philippines, is also protesting
China’s provocations in interna-
tional waters. o
The Indian” comipany said - they
‘have ¢cost advantages over other de-

fense suppliers becatise of cheap la-

bour and sourcing of materials from
‘withia India. : e

2
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adjacen{ foiit but are'-_

' clalmants} Iecogmze that waris
President -

_a fitile  exercise,”
Aqumo said yesterday.
“Nobody stands to gain and,

in fact, the whole world stands
to lose if it does amount to’

war”

i .Chma ciaams almost all of the
Sourh China Sea, home to some

of the world’s most important
shipping routes, despite con-
flicting claims from’ the Philip-
pines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Tai-
wan and Brupei.

_The tension in the Seuth Chi-
na Sea, with China’s military
buildup on the artificial islands
in the dispured Spratlys, was
the central question posed by
Vietnamese journalists to Mr
Aquino at Publish Asia 2016, an
annual gathering of the Asian
newgpaper and news publish-
ing industry.

Nguyen Hoang Nhat of the
Vietnam News Agency wanted
to know what Mr, Aquino, in the
final year of his presidency,
would do to push the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
{Asean) and China to “act re-

WAR/ALS

From pageAi

Phll:ppme master p!an 3

Vietnzmeése . journalist Phan
Thai Cong asked the President -
what Asean should do .in re-
sponse to Chma’s “rising, muscle
in “the ‘area” and. what role
Japan- - was playing " “in : the
Philippine. master plan on, the

a5 :

\q ino 'emphasmed rhat

~the: Phlhppme Constitution re-

nounced war as an instrument
of foreign policy and that the
Philippines was not engaged in
aiy armsrace.

“We have no illusions of ever
trymg to matchmtrymg to en-

gage ar:ybody in an-afms race or:

buﬂdup 0

e Aqums ‘said, é_;ddmg that: the;
€ gowemmentwﬂl prxormz ‘biit-

But - he ‘said - ‘the country'
“might have to undergo various
aspects of our own military ca-.
pabilities that have: never; beeﬂ
part of our needs.” G
“For instance, we are a natu-

. ral transit pointinto;the Pacific
and we are L NIOW: studymg

whether ‘or.not we-do need-a
submarine force,” the Presuient
said.

The eountry, which has never
before operated. - submarines
and until now relied on US sur-
plus ships, has been ramping up
its defense . spending in. re-

'.sponse t0. Chinas military Jex-
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ansion in the region.
“But the bottore line is: This

iruation does call upon us to de-

ate a lot more resources than
reviously. Also, it has necessi-
sted us to have this as one of the

riority issues that have to be had ga
-claimant countries “joining” the

ickled as far as foreign policy is

sncerned because it does sig-

ificantly impact our own devel-
pmental efforts ” he said.

:shermen '

Mr. Aqumo emphaszzed that :
sr.one, the row was adversely

ffecting - Filipino fisherfolk,
rho have been barred by Chi-
gse boats from fishing in the
isputed reefs.

“Hence, there is that need to

nally resoive this matter or, at
sast, accelerate the process of
ssolving this matter to the ben-

efit of all parties concerned,”
the President said.

He was satisfied that the
Philippines’ firm stand on re-
solving ... the --maritime - I0W
through a rules-based approach
had gained ground, with more

Philippine position.
“We are glad that our voice

'...haS'been heard and the voice of

others whao are similarly situat-

__¢d has been noted and thete has
been  positive movements ta-..

ward resolving this particular
crisis,” the President said.

. Mr..Aquino said the South. -

Chma Sea issue-was one that

“CONCeTNS every country even

those who are very far from this

“particular body of water.”

~ He noted that South China
Sea was an important part of in-

ternational trade, which is “es-
sential to fostering prosperity
for all, which is the main reason
for being of every government,

which is to improve 1ts people’s -

lot”
“The uncertainty breeds insta-
bility, instability does not pro-

mote prospetity. Therefore, let us’

resolve with certainty the issues

that are before us: Who is enti-
“tled to what? And what is each”
one’s obligations relative to this |

entitlements?” Mr Aqumo said.

UN trlbunal

Ph_lhppmes filed an. arbitration
case against China in the United

‘Natjons Permanent Court of Ar-.

bitration at The I—Eague =
The tribunal is EXpeCted to
hand down a decision in May,

He said this was the reason the .

shortly before Mr. Aquino steps .
down from cffice. But China fol- -
lowing a decision favorable to’
the Philippines is remote.
“The President, however, ex-
pressed confidence that @ reso-

Jution of the dispute would “i
~prove - all of -our- relations be--- :
" cause there is certainty in how -

we are supposed to deal with <
each other” : :
- “xnd - that it's o Zonger a

'qﬂestlc_s;_l ‘of whether one pos-
'sesses motre economic might or
more military might But rather,
" what s it that is embodied in

the laws that govern all of us
that we should be-religiously

‘achering to? S0 if that situation

is wrought then we manage the -
crisis. We bring down the ten- -
sions and we avert any poten-
tial for any conflict,” he said.
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dlsputes should pursue dlploma’ac and
i }egal qoluhms fo these zequeq’.-;- o ..

speech at’a World Affairs Council gal in

5 W shmgton said five evolving challenges

i Korea Tran and- mtema’cional terroris

~Two of the challenges — Russia’ ana:-'_

o Chma rPf,iected arecogne ’thI’l of areturn
to g"::eat power compehﬂon '

- “Chinais smng whichis fme, but behav?.“ _

_ mg aggressively, which is ot he said.-

L taiks with the Philippins
= parn(:lpahng in joint drxllt: with -
on a regular basis. - '

Amy Searight, deputy assistant secretarv .

6£ defense for South and Southeast Asia,

was referring to the Balikatan joint exercises
the U5 and Philippine militaties conduct:

near the South China Sea, where the latteris

mnvolved in territorial disputes with China.

o “Tapan is talking to.the Philippines
-about a Status of Forces' Agreement 50
that Japan can regular}y participate in

those kinds of exercises,” Searight said. . .-

The envisioned agreement would
3gove'r'n the operations of the Japanése
- Self-Defénse Forces in the Philippines. .-

“Japan is participating (in the Ba-
Izkatan drill) as an observer. ]apan very
much wants to partmzpate more,” she
said.

: _' the Piuhppmeq to transfer defense equip-

iving the Pentagon’s plarining and:
‘btidgeting were Russia, China, North~

Inathink-tank event also in Washmg—fj_”'
-a senior. defense official- sa1d Japan:

: exerczse between the Umted States and-

_nolog} as artfof efforts

; '.'.equ}pment and Vehlcles havef._

: : started to arrive for the Balikatan 2016

- An undetermined number of veh;c:les

: and eqmpment could be'seen at the
former site of FedEx hub at the Subm;

.a1rport i

ng B.ahkata

‘the Philippines scheduled from March
18 to April 22 this year,” Robert Chester,
~ director of leerty Call Logix Corp ’told '

The STAR:

. Liberty is a Sublc~based one- stopi
shop for land, sea and air services coor-

- dinating the arrxval of the US mlhtary
cargo. - . .- :

Ches’cer said some of the dehvered mili-

tary’ eqmpment would be for humamtanan,

d1saster relief assjstance and commumty projects, - .
: ' — Wth Bebot Sison Jr, Kyodo News




“ A shipyard worker walks past three Australian military: _Lanc_i;ng-craft Heavyvessels.docked at.
City yesterday. The three vessels; acquired by the Philippine. government from Australia; are expected to boost
moving large amounts of cargo, personnel and equ;pment as well

the Philippine Navy’'s seallft capabil[ties in:
as’ bo!ster the mil:tary ¥ humamtanan ass:siance and dlsaster re!;ef operatnons
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NEW LIFE I 9 Fmr NPAs Receive Assistance Under CLIP Program
in Davao Del Sur

‘DIGOS CITY, Davao del Sur {DWDD) — While the NPA is celebrating its 47th
Founding Anniversary, another celebration for the nine former NPAs who returned to the folds of the law
bringing along their firearms to the Provincial Local Government of Davao del Sur was held after they
received checks under Firearm Remuneration of the Comprehensive Local Integration Program (CLIP) at

Arnaido’s Hofel, Digos City on Tuesday, March 29, 2018,

In an interview by DWDD with Major Gen. Rafael Valencia, Commander of 10th infantry “Agila” Division
{101D), the ceremonial giving of firearm and recelving of check was headed by Hon. Claude
Bautista,Governor of Davao del Sur and chairman of CLIP commities represented by Hon. Nonito A
Lianos i, Sangguniang Panlalawigan member; PSSupt Dario L Gunabe, Provinciai Director of Davao Dei
Sur Police Provincial Office; and Provincial Director Abito Bernasor, DILG and handed-in the check worth
fifty-eight thousand pesos (P58,000.00) to Rodanny ANSUDO alias DANDAN, who surrendered to 73rd
Infantry NEUTRALIZER Battalion (731B), as remuneration {o the AK47 assault rifie he surrendered. Other
three former NPAs who surrendered to 73IB namely, Banases MARIANQ alias BOBBY of Malita, Davao
del Sur received two thousand pesos (P2,000.00) for the caliber .357; Odoy MALBINQ alias RENAN of
Malita, Davao del Sur received forty-five pesos (P45,000.00) for M16A1 assault rifle; and Bening MENTAL
alias BENBEN of Malita, Davao del Sur received thirty thousand pesos (P30,060.00) for a Garand Rifie.

Meanwhile, five other former NPAs who also surrendered fo 38th infantry SMASH'EM Battalion (381B)
namely, Roger PARASA aiias AMAR of Magsaysay, Davao del Sur, Charlie PASCO alias LONGHAIR of
Magpet, North Cotabato, who both brought along their M14 rifle received sixty thousand pesos
(P60,000.00) each while three other former NPAs from Davaoc del Sur namely, Roy PARAGSA alias NINO
of Magsaysay, Cornelioc MAMPO alias GAMAY of Magsaysay and Guillier OMBAQY alias RITCHEN of
Magpet, North Cotabato received fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) each for the M16 rifles they

surrendered,
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Under the said program, firearm remuneration given to former NPAs depends on the type and
serviceabifity of the firearms surrendered. The recently conducted ceremony for firearms remuneration of
the CLIP for former NPAs was held the first time after a series of validation conferences were done by the
1002nd Infaniry Brigade, Provincial Interior and Local Government, Digos City Police and the Davao de!

Sur Police Provincial Office.

“This year, the nine former NPA's celebrated their anniversary by receiving the checks of the firearm
remuneration under the Comprehensive Local Integration Program of the DILG, DSWD and the Provincial
Government of Davao del Sur,” said Col Ronald Villanueva, 10802n4d infantry Brigade Commander. “The
nine other former NPAs with 110 others who surrendered last year till to date, were given a better life by
the government away from hardship and starvation. This program will not be around forever, it is high time
for the members of the armed group 1o return to the folds of the law before it will be terminated soon.” Col

Villanueva furthered,

In his message, MGen Rafael Valencia said that “While the NPAs celebrate their anniversary today we are
celebrating the return to the folds of the law of our feltow Filipinos. He further shared that "We are
celebrating this as our "Victory of Peace” while we would like to entice other government officials to help
us facilitate those who stilt want to return to the folds of the law.” AES / MCAG / Photos by 10DPAC

WIWW. pna.gov.ph

9 ex-rebels get PHP.405M for surrendering weapons in Davao Del

Sur

MANILA, March 30 (PNA) - Nine former New People's Army (NPA) fighters in Davao Del Sur received
Tuesday PHP405,000 in checks under the government's firearm remuneration program or the
Comprehensive Local integration Program (CLIP).

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, 10th Infantry Division public affairs office chief, said the handover of the checks and
weapons was held at Arnaldo's Hotel in Digos Ciy.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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The rebet beneficiaries were Rodanny Ansudo, who was got PHP58,000 for turning over a serviceabie
AK-47 automatic rifle; Banases Mariano, PHP2,000 for surrendering a .357 revolver; Odoy Malbino,
PHP45,000 for an M-16 automatic rifle and Bening Mental, PHP30,000 for ane M-1 Garand carbine.

All of these men surrendered to troops of the 73rd Infantry Battalion.

While the five other ex-rebel beneficiaries who surrendered to the 39th infantry Battalion were Roger
Parasa, got PHP80,000 after he surrendered an M-14 rifle; Charlie Pasco, PHPS0,000 for another M-14,
while Roy Parasa, Cornelio Mampo and Guillier Ombaoy, got PHP50,000 for turning over their M-16

automatic rifles.

The amount given dep'ends on the type and serviceability of the weapons, Batchar said. (PNA)
FFC/PFN

www. bomboradvo.com

Detachment ng militar, sinalakay uli ng NPA matapos ang kanilang

anibersaryo

By ‘Bombo KoronadalPosted in Latest News e 00 far 100 7 _ . R .
KORONADAL CITY - Muli na namang nang-harass ang New People's Army (NPA)- Gueriila Front 72 sa
detachment ng 27th 1B, Philippine Army sa Barangay Tablo, Tampakan, South Cotabato.

Inihayag ni Lt. Col. Benjamin Leander, commanding officer ng 27th IB, halos 15 armado ang nagpaulan
ng bala sa kanilang detachment kaninang alas-7:45 ng umaga subalit agad din namang umatras ang mga

ito.
Naniniwala ang opisyal na ang ginawang opensiba ng NPA ay paghihiganti sa mga militar,

Ho'y matapes na may apat na nasugatan sa mga rebelde nang gumanti ang mga CAFGU sa pangha-
harass ng mga ito bago ang araw ng kanilang ambersayo kahapon, Marso 29, sa Barangay Danlag sa

nasabi ring bayan.

www_bomboradyo.com

Rebelde patay sa engkwentro ng mshtar sa Agusan del Norte

By Bombo ButuanPosted in Lates{ News'

BUTUAN CITY - Nai-turn over na sa mga local officials at pulisya sa bayan ng Jabonga, Agusan del Norte
ang isang New People’s Army (NPA) member na napatay sa engkwentro sa pagitan ng militar sa bukiring

bahagi ng Brgy. Bangonay sa nasabing bayan.

Ayon kay Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez, regional spokesman ng 4th Infantry ‘Diamond' Division, Philippine
Army, ang bangkay ng hindi pa kilalang rebelde ay narekober matapos ang 15 minutong engkwentro na

nagsimula pasado atas-3:30 kahapon ng hapon.

Narekober din ng mga sundale ang isang fully loaded na AK47 rifle,
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land,
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Ayon kay Capt. Martinez, hinabol ng operating troops ng 28th Infaniry Battallion sa ilalim ni Lt. Col. Ariel
Cric ang nasabing grupo ng mga rebelde na kanila nang naka-engkwentre nitong nakalipas na mga araw
sa bukirin ng mga bayan ng Jabonga at Kitcharao.

Pinuri naman ni Maj. General Benjamin Madrigal Jr., commanding general ng Northeastern at Northern
Mindanao, 4th 1D ang matagumpay na paghabel ng mga sundalo sa natitirang miyembro ng mga rebelde.

Tumakas ang mga rebelde sa kalapit na Mount ilong-liong kungsaan walang naitalang namatay ¢ kaya'y
nasugatan sa tropa ng gobyerno

www.inguirer.net

Suspected rebel killed, another captured in Nueva Ecija firefight

By: Armand Gaiang
@inguirerdoinet
inguirer Central Luron

33:34 PM March 30th, 2016
CABANATUAN CITY, Nueva Ecija — Government troops killed a suspected rebel, and captured another

following a Wednesday morning (March 30) firefight in Nueva Ecija’s Carranglan town.

Army soldiers battled an undetermined number of armed men at 5 a.m. in Sitio Kabisalan, Barangay
{village) Digdig. The Army launched the operation after receiving intelligence reports about a New

People’'s Army presence there.

Authorities have yet {o identify the fatality and the detfained suspect.

Senior Supt. Manue! Cornel, Nueva Ecija police director, said the Philippine Army's 3rd Infantry Battalion
and 702nd Brigade, and police officers deployed by the Police Provincial Public Safety were conducting

follow up operation as of this posting. SFM

www. dwdd.com.ph

FAREWELL VISIT Il CSAFP Visits Joint Task Group Sulu
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Camp Bud Datu, indanan, Sulu (DWDD) - GEN HERNANDO DCA IRIBERR! AFP, Chief of Staff, Armed
Forces of the Philippines and his Party were received by Officers and men of the Joint Task Group Sulu
(JTGS) during the former’s visit at Headquarters JTGS/501st infantry Brigade on Tuesday, March 29,

2018,
GEN IRRIBERR/'s visit was part of the traditional troop visit in order to uplift the morale and spirit of all

soldiers in the field,

The Chief of Staff commended the troops of the 10th Infantry Battalion for their feat in their recent
encounter against the Abu Sayyaf Group. He atso lauded General Alan Arrojado, Commander of the Joint
Task Group Sulu, for his sterling leadership and likewise recognized the invaiuable services and sacrifices
of the soldiers in Sulu for contributing immensely to the overall accomplishment of the AFP’s mission.

“The government has been monitoring the activities of JTGS and its efforts in accomplishing its mandated
mission, and | am very proud of you,” he said.

On his farewell visit, the AFP Chief gave his inspirational message to the officers and enlisted men of the
Command as he reiterated his deepest gratitude to them for the support and contributions extended to the

AFP and fo the country as a whole especially during his stint.

in closing, GEN IRRIBERRI challenged everyone to sustain the gains and continue fight against ASG but
at the same time reminded the froops to remain apolitical in the coming elections and to support the
COMELEC in ensuring honest, orderly, and peaceful elections. Josephine Jaron Codilla / MCAG

WWW.News.ahs-chin.com

Japan seeks to join Balikatan exercises regularly: Pentagon

WASHINGTON - A senior official of the U.S. Defense Department said Tuesday that Japan is in talks with
the Philippines about participating in joint drilis with the United States on a regular basis.

Amy Searight, deputy assistant secretary of defense for South and Southeast Asia, was referring to the
Balikatan joint exercises the U.S. and Philippine militaries conduct near the South China Sea, where the

tatter is involved in territorial disputes with China.

"Japan is talking to the Philippines about a Status of Forces Agreement, so that Japan can regularly
participate in those kinds of exercises," Searight told a think tank event in Washingion.

The envisicned agreement wouid govern the operations of the Japanese Seiff-Defense Forces in the
Philippines.

»Japan is participating (in the Balikatan drill) as an observer. Japan very much wants to participate more,"
she said. :

Japan, under Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, has sought closer defense cooperation with the Philippines,
Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries in an apparent bid to increase pressure on China, which
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claims soversignty over most of the South China Sea as well as the Japanese-administered Senkaku
group of istets in the East China Sea.

in February, Japan signed a deal with the Philippines to transfer defense equipment and technology as
part of efforts to build closer security ties, following similar accords with countries such as Australia, Britain

and India.

WWW.pna.gov.ph
AFP reiterates 'no ransom policy' on abducted Indon sailors

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, March 30 (PNA) -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines on Wednesday reiterated- its strict
compliance with the government's 'no ransom policy' white assuring the mobilization of all resources to
resolve the kidnapping incident which involved 10 Indonesian sailors off the coast of Tawi-Tawi.

This was stressed by AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia.

"The CSAFP (Chief-of-Staff AFP, Gen. Hernando DCA Iriberri) during his visit to the WMC (Western
Mindanao Command in Zamboanga City) yesterday reiterated AFP’s strict comphiance to the
government's 'no ransom policy’," he added.

Padilla pointed out the rationale behind the measure, noting that activities of kidnapping groups will persist
if they continue to acquire ransom money from their victims.

" we are to end kidnapping-for-ransom (KFR) activities, we must deny these groups from achieving or
getting their primary motive. The AFP will take strong action 1o discourage and will report monitored
incidents of negotiations," the military official stressed.

Regarding the identity of the kidnappers of the Indonesian sailors, Padilla said they are still to establish
this with certainty.
"Although certain information received indicated that this is again a handiwork of the ASG (Abu Sayyaf

Group) the AFP and all other government agencies in the province must first work to check, authenticate
& validate these information to ascertain credibility before any confirmation can be done,” he added.

However, Padilla said that the kidnapping of the Indonesians over the weekend could have been
conducted by groups sympathetic to the ASG bandits as the latter have been hard hit by government

security forces in Basilan and Jolo for the past weeks.

"We see that the mounting pressure on the targeted groups in these areas may have compelled some of
their sympathetic allies to initiate diversionary tactics to ease the pressure on their besieged forces. This
may indicate that our forces are correctly pursuing core groups holding key hostages held by these KFR

(kidnap-for-ransom) groups," he added.

Despite this, focused military operations will continue against the bandit group. (PNA}
BNB/PFN
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AFP: Rescue of Indonesian hostages an internal matter
By Frances Mangosing

@FMangosingING

INQUIRER.net

(3:44 PIE March 30th, 2018

Tharks, but no thanks.

Amid offers of the Indonesian military and police to help in the rescue of their 10 nationals abducted by the
Abu Sayyaf, the Armed Forces of the Phifippines (AFP) on Wednesday said it was capable of doing the

job by themselves.

“per our Constitution, we do not allow military forces here without a treaty,” said AFP spokesperson Col.
Restituto Padilla.

Based on news reports, iIndonesian Defense Minister Ryamizard Ryacudu said they were ready to help in
the rescue of the hostages should the Philippines ask for it.

“it's a foreign country. If we are not allowed to enter then we cannot force it. if Manila is ready to settle it
themselves, then we’ll wait, but if they need help, then we shouid enter,” Ryamizard was quoted as

saying.

But Padilla said that “the AFP has the capability to do its mandate.”
The Abu Sayyaf is demanding a P50-miliion ransom for the release of the Indonesian hostages abducted

in Sulu waters last Saturday.

The victims are onboard a tugboat Brahman 12 when the gunmen boarded the vessel, according 0
military reports.

A smaller vessel was used to tow the tugboat and was later recovered in the waters of Tawi-Tawi. RC
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UNDER SCRUTINY Il PN Investigates Derogatory FB post

MANILA (DWDD) ~ The Philippine Navy is currently
investigating the derogatory Facebook post of a certain member of the Philippine Marine Corps (PMC),
Staff Sergeant Nelson V. dela Noche, accusing Zamboanga women as “malandi (flirt), pokpok (prostitute)
and socizal climber” which incited the ire of netizens especially the women of Zamboanga City.

Brigadier General Jose Johriel Cenabre, PMC Deputy Commandant, said that an investigation is under
way, saying that it is difficult to “jump the gun” on dela Noche as the latter is in Adelaide, Australia to
compete with other members of the Philippine Dragon Boat Federation at the Australian Dragon Boat
Championships and 10th International Dragon Boat Festival from March 28 to April 7, 20186,

“We will take action against the alleged misdemeanour of subject Marine personnel,” he assured. "We
have also reminded and cautioned all the Marines from posting unsavoury comments on social, political
and security issues in social media. Rest assured that the Marine headguarters will ake necessary and

immediate action on the matier,” he added.

Deia Noche, married, of Sampinit, Bago City, Negros Occidental, could be seen in his alleged facebook
posts (Nelson dela Noche from Bacolod City) to be initially conversing with 2 woman named "Chareety”
until their subsequent conversations turned sour. The woman threatened that she would get back at dela

Noche for insulting her with derogatory remarks.

Writing on his Facebook account “Neison dela Noche from Manita, Philippines) Tuesday night, dela Noche
denied that he owned the other Facebook account.

Brigadier General Cenabre said that dela Noche would be recailed to the Philippine Marine headquarters
to glve his side on the matter as soon as he arrives from Australia.

In separate statement sent to this writer, the Philippine Navy said it is saddened by the issue pertaining to
the derogatory Facebook posts of a certain Sgt Nelson Dela Noche.

Capt, Lued L. Lincuna, Director of the Naval Public Affairs Office said that per their verffication, Sgt Dela
Noche “is indeed a member of the Philippine Navy Marines, assigned with The Naval Special Service
Office and a member of the Dragon Boat Team competing in Australia right now.”

“The Philippine Navy assures the public that we do not condone such staternent that degrades our feliow
people hence the immediate conduct of investigation as per directive coming from Phitippine Navy
leadership, to ascertain the culpability of Sgt Dela Noche.
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We will strongly abide by and fully implement our standing policies on the responsible use of social media,
and the strict sense of respect and professionalism within our rank and file,” he said.

In a letter to Armed forces Chief of Staff General Hernando DCA Iriberri, Zamboanga City Mayor Beng
Climaco requested for an investigation to clarify the issue.

“As the principal author of the Magna Carta of women, during my stint at the House of Representatives, it
is our desire to be able to uplift conditions of women by not subjecting them to verbal, physical, emotional

and other forms of abuse,” Climaco said.

“May | then seek that under your leadership an investigation be conducted to clarify this issue... As a
Zamboangena | feef that there should be prudence in using social networking sites, especially if we are
part of an organization that should highlight integrity and honor,” she added.

in a telephone interview, Mayor Climaco said she is saddened by the issue as she expressed hope that
during the investigation it wouid be proven that the account was a fake and that the postings did not come
from a member of the Philippine Marine Corps whom she highly respects.

She said she holds the Philippine Marines in highest esteem and that they have been an invaluable
partner of the City Government of Zamboanga in upholding law and order and in uplifting the lives of the

Zamboangenos,

However, she said that in case it is proven that dela Noche is guilty of the offense, there is need to
address what couid be Post Traumatic Stress Disease (PTSD) prevalent among soldiers. Josephine

Jaron Codilia / MCAG
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