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Weather Forecasting Section, Weather Division
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24-HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST

ISSUED AT: 5:00 PM 01 MAY 2016

VALID BEGINNING: 5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW -
SYNOPSIS: RIDGE OF HIGH PRESSURE AREA (HPA) AFFECTING NORTHERN AND CENTRAL |

| { UZON. EASTERLIES AFFECTING THE EASTERN SECTION OF SOUTHERN LUZCON. VISAYAS
AND MINDANAC. :

FOREGAST: PARTLY CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH . SRR e
ISOLATED RAINSHOWERS OR THUNDERSTORMS WILL L s AT
PREVAIL OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF THE SFE e

COUNTRY. T e
{|GHT TO MODERATE WINDS BLOWING FROW
THE EAST TO SOUTHEAST WiLL PREVAIL OVER - L
NORTHERN AND CENTRAL LUZON AND COMING FROA g
" EAST OVER THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. THE .
CORSTAL WATERS THROUGHOUT THE ARCHIPELAGC o "o b ¢
WiLL BE SLIGHT TO MODERATE. RS

.“:

PAGTAYA: BAHAGYANG MAULAP HANGGANG SA MAULAP NA KALANGITAN NA HAY PILU-
PULONG MGA PAG-ULAN © EAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG 1IRAL SA KAMAYNILAAN AT SA
NALALABING BAHAG! NG BANSA.

MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG HANGIN IMULA SA SILANGAN HANGGANG SA
 THAOG-SILANGAN ANG [{RAL SA HILAGA AT GITNANG LUZON AT MULA NAMAN S& SILANGAN SA .
| NALALABING BAHAG! NG BANGA. ANG MGA BAYBAYING-DAGAT SA BUONG KAPULUAN AY
| MAGIGING BANAYAD HANGGANG S& KATAMTAMAN ANG PAG-ALON,

TEXTREMES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE SUMIDITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 455 P TODAY AND RECORDED AT
PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, OILIMAN, QUEZON CITY:

" WAXIHUM TEMPERATURE: " MAXIVUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
i 28024 TODAY— 3E4°C .06 AM TODAY — 865
" WINIMUN TEMPERATURE: T MINIMUN RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
00 AN TODAY— 25.0°C 350 PY TODAY — 40% L
TiDAL PREDIC TIONS ALONG MANILA BRY ; OVER METRO MANILA:
{Courtesy of NAMRIA] .
LGW TIDE TOMORROW. T SUNRISE - SUNSET " MOONRISE | MOONSET
: 194 AN s e LG METER : i AND ILLUMINATION
HIGH TIDE TOMORROW: SUNSET TODAY: "MOGNRISE TOMORROW.
GABAR o GZMETE : £13 00 430 AN
L OW TIDE TOMORROW: ~SUNRISE TOMORROW: “WOONSET TOMORROW.
: 104TAM e (.57 METER ' 5:33 AM _ 46 P
" SUNSET TOMORROW. TLUMINATION TOMORROW: )
; 613 P ; 3%

S more imformation, and gueries, please call & eieanone numoers 927~1335 and 8272877 o log or o ww pagasa.dostgov.ph .

s

CREPARED BY: SFD- CHECKED BY: RBB
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24-Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cities:
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ByJulie . Alipala
" Inquirer Mindanao™

ZAMBOANGA CITY—

“abducted by

Ten Indonesian sailors

Abu

-----

freed on Jolo island on
Sunday after five weeks

in captivity, police said.
 Unknown men dropped off

the 10 tugboas crewmen at the

home of Sulu Gov. Abdusakur’
" Tan Jr. during a heavy inidday

downpour, Supt. Junpikar Sitin,

Jolo police -chief, told Agence
France-Presse  (AFF) by -tele-
-phornie.- " 5

““The i‘eporﬁ {of their ':ré'lé.és.e}

is confirmed. They were there. [
"saw them,” Sitin added.’ - -
The proviticial police chief, -
- ‘Genior Supt. - Wilfredo - Cayat,

ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - :f'
Army Core Purpose

‘confirmed  the release. of the

Indonesians, bt he declined to
give any details to AFR oo

~'Cayat told the INQUIRER that

Tan Had ' turned . over: ‘the

om - Tel no. {02) 845.9555 Logal: 5285, 5285

curing the land.

Indonesians to the police.” . - -
o Weare preparmg S How  to
: ST T ABUSTANT

i
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L) notimmediately

_ the group ate
" home.: . .

' They were abducted on March 26 by
gunmen ‘described by Philippine authori-

From page Al

bring the 10 to Zamboanga and turn them

over to their consular official,” he said by

phone. /o : _ )
Police identified the Indonesians as Peter

Tonson, Julian - Philip;. Alvian Elvis Peti,
apeutralize” the Abu Sayyaf after Ridsdel’s
‘severed head was left outside a government

Mahmud, Surian Syah, ‘Surianto, Wawan.
Saputria, Bayt Iktavianto, Reypaldi and
Wendi Raknadian.

- The ‘condition of the freed hbsﬁages-ivas g
though Sitinsaid .
lunich at the governor's

known,

 ties as members of the Abu Sayyaf, a smalt

* liziked
" threatened to kill the sailors unless P50 mil-

group of bandits based on Jolo and nearby
Basilan Island who are accused of kidnap-
pings, beheadings and deadly bombings.

o According to the Indonesian foreignmin--
iery, the sailors, crew

_ members of the tug-
boat Brahman 12, were transporting co
from’ Borneo -to the

speedboat-riding gunmen  hijacked their et Ind 715310
. e “tughoats in waters

vegsell. -~ .o . o
P50-Mransom L e
- fn a video posted on 2 Facebook page
to the. Abu Sayyaf, the bandits

lion in ransom was paid by April B.
- The Armed Forces of the Philippines
refused to deal with the bandits, invoking

. the government’s no-ransom poticy.

. Sitin said he was unaware that any ransom

had beenpaid. The Abu Sayyaf does ot nor*
mally free hostages uinless a ransom is paid.
Hussin Amin, welcomed the
“fimibassy in Manila,
- Tody, told AFP: “We cannot

Jol's mayor,

release of the Indonesians, but said he was

_ unaware whether a ransom had been paid.

“f this big release came in -exchange for -

* rmonéy, those who paid are supporting the Abu

'_ because he ‘was not authorized to speak . -
about the mattex, said the P50-million ran-

Sayyat” Amin said.
. “This money will

"~ Burt a source, who Tequested anonyrity

somwas paid.
< Maj. Filemon

had it that
the Indonesians were
Sayvaf band led by Alhabshi Misaya. -~ =,
A Philippine Army officer who has been
helping to deal with kidnappings

the Moro National Liberation Front, which

has signed a peace dedl with the govern-

ment, helped negotiate with the Abu
Sayyaf for the release of the Indonesians.

The hostages were escorted down froma’

jungle encamprment in Sulu and left outside

*the home of the governor, who fed the freed

captives, said the Army officer, who spoke
on condition of anonymity because he was
ot authorized to talk to TEPOTters.. e
When asked whether ransom was paid,
the Army '
any ransom payment, but added that it was
hard to imagine the Abu Sayyaf freeing
hostages without receiving MOREV. '

“T. ‘be used to buy more .
firearms and will be utilized as mobiliza-
. rion funds by these criminals,"he added.

. Tan Jr., spokesperson forthe
military’s Western ‘Mindanao “Command;

- earlier said intelligence reports
being held by an Abu. -
' - Tons of dollars from

*.and locals since the early 1990s.

“gantage. .

by the .
Abu Sayyaf said 2 rebel commander from.

. The surge of kidnappings

calls by Indonesia for joint military patrols
-with Malaysia and the Philippines in the
~high seas where the Malaysian and Indone-

- to host a meeting of

officer sajd he was unaware of - military commanders

The Indonesians were freed six days afier
Abu Sayyaf bandits beheaded a Canadian
hostage, John Ridsdel.

Ridsdel, 68, a former mining executive,
was executed on April 25 after 2 deadline
for a P300-million ransom expired.

. president Aquino on April 27 vowed O

building on Jolo.
Other hostages -
= The autherities gaid the bandits were stll .

“holding 11 other foreign hostages—four
Indonesians,

four Malaysians, another
Canadian, a Norwegian and a Dutch-
man—and at least one Filipino.

The Canadian, Robert Hall, the Norwe-
gian, Kjartan gekkingstad, and the Filipino,
Marites Flor, were seized from yachts in a
beach resort -on: Samal Istand, Davao del

Sur province, in September lastyear. -
al  The four Tndériesians were snatched by
Philippines when speedboat-ridinig gunmer, ‘who shot anoth-
ér Indonesian sallor as they intercepted two

‘between Tawi-Tawi and
" According tothe Indonesian foreign min-
istry, the four Indonesians were taken cap-
tive after the gunmen attacked the TB Hen-
ry and the TB Cristy, ‘which were sailing to
Kalimantan fromCebu.

Six.other sailors were left behind in one
of the tigboats, 0

The fate of the four Indonesian captives
was unknown. The Indonesian foreign min-

istry was.stll.zyng.to confirm Sunday’s

release of the 10sailors. - oo
A consular -official at the Indonesian
who gave his name as
tell you any de-
+ail s of now. It's confidential.”

‘Brutal bandit group |
. The Abu Sayyaf, a brutal bandit group, is

an offshoot of a Moro separatist insurgency
4n:Mindanac that has claimed more than
-000 lives since the 1970s. Tt

15 T
-t is believed to have just a few handred

“fnembers but has withstood repeated US-
- backed military -offensives against it, sur-

viving by using the mountainous, jungle
terrain of Jolo and nearby islands to its ad-
Abu Sayyaf gangs have earned many mil-
Kidnapping foreigners

. Although the group’s jeaders have

pledged allegiance to the Islamic State (IS)
" jihadi group

in Syria and Iraq, analysts say
‘they are more focused on Tucrative kidnap-
pings for ramsom than setting up an
Islamic caliphate in southern Philippines.

has sparked

sian sailors were seized.

Jakarta announced last week it planned
foreign ministers and
from the three neigh-

bors on the issue on Thursday. With reports

from AFR AR Reufers and Inquirer Re-

search
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tants’base andnearpy Basilan President Aqui
island which is acCli ‘of Kidnappings Wednesday to neutraliz
and deadlly bombings o m itants after Ridsdel
. The inilitants ar reported to have  head was left outside a
sought a ransom, but Sitin said he was " building on Jolo.
unaware that any had peeri paid, abu -~ The authorities s

Sayyafdoes imtﬁoi‘mall_y_ﬂ'éehqstages*f; «fil} holding 11 other
unless a ransom is paid '

. TheTndonesians were freed six days another Canadian, a
after Abu Sayyaf fenibers beheadeda 2 Dutchman.

‘small group of mili- - Canadian hostage, John Ridsdel.

' no vowed last
e the Islamic
s decapitated
government

AMBOANGA CITY «(AFE)
: -_—._._flféh';jlp'doneéiah;saﬁors ab-

seted by Abu Sayyaf Group
] ASG) bandits were freed I

J pl_b’,f_Sul__hi;_yesterd_ay after fiveweeks in .
_captivity, the Philippine National Police
(PNP) said. - E T

- Uninown men dropped off the 10
tughoat crewmen at the home of Suin
. Governor Abdusakur Tan .T. 00 the
remote istand of Jolo, during a heavy
midday downpour, Jolo police chief
Junpikar Sitin told the Agence France:
Presse (AFP) by telephone. T
" “The report (of their release) is con-
firmed. They were there. I saw them,”
! 'pe'ﬁntendent-Sit_in added..:

was not _immediately.known,- though

Sitin said the group ste larich-at the

HOVEITOr's home.

They were abducted on March 26 by :

: ':%unmen described by Philip- o
" pine authorities as mernbers’ Pi3

“The ébia‘dition-of-ﬂie'forﬁief"ééﬁt;\?es

. four Indonesians,

o q1

aid the group is
foreign hostages
four Malaysians,
Norwegian, and

L OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PU BLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emaii add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

(02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serv

ing the people. Securing the land.




'FREE MEAL

. This photo

provided by

the office of

Sulu Governor

- Apdnsakur A. .
fanli(atthe

nead 6f the

- table) shows the

20 Indonestan
tughoatl crewmen

released by

the AbuSayyaf

- Group yesterday

havinga meal at
~the gOVermor's

yesidence in Jolo,

Sulu. (Courtesy
of the Office

of the Salu .

‘Governor/AP)
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~Class ]
“Philippine  Military
Academy Class of 2016.

ai} add: oacpa.amyzmz@gmaél.com

PA depioys
newofficers
invarious
~ fieldunits

The Phlhppme Army

_(PA) ‘started the

deplovment of 158 newly
graduated Second
lieutenants to varions field

: ﬁmts jast week

- PA spokesman 'Crﬂ

‘Benjamin Hao said the

measure is part of the
Army's regular deployment
program of new officers.

. More or less 30 percent
of the new officers will go
1o field units in Mindanao
while the rest will be

cidistributedsto the-Army.

field units “in--Lugon,

~Visayas-and the Army’s
“ special and support units -

such as Special Operations
Command and armor units.

_The 158 new officers
who recently completed
their career orientation

- -conducted by the Army
- -Personnél Management

" Center were members of

"~ the Officer Preparatory”

Course Olass--64-2019,
{39} s (nurse
~A0ED - al’iii

PHA

- Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Page: j
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~ Troopsdeployed

foll

 Magiindanao — Police and military

persimriel have been deployed in .
' bombed, -there -are still ‘other
-sehools that -can-be. used -on

this town ieight d ays before the

natisnal and local ‘elections’
following & series of bomb attack -
on§even public: elementary.
schobls to be nsed on eléction day..
- Col..Eari Badiao, cormmander
- Mindanao (PNEP-ARMM); said

of the Army's 603rd. Infantry

Biigade, said ‘a -company size

soldiers from fhe 37th Infantry
Battaiion -backed by Provincial
Pyblic Safety Baitalion have been
deployed in Sultan Mastura's 18
viflages to '
election wonld ‘be peaceful and
orderly.

" Unidentitied men fired rifle.

- grenades, lobbed hand grenades

and strafed school buildings in

sdveni barangays of “guitan:

M‘last-ura,_ s town not included in
the Commissicn on Elections as
hot spot areas.

: *We are securing the villages,
oyr mandate is to ensure the areas
are’safe for voters fo exercise

“thieir rights of surft age,’ Badiao
- toldreporte S :
* geashore, Tariken and. Tariken

“on We dnesday d awh,
unidentified armed men fired rifle

© grenades toward Six elementary
sehiools in Suitan Mastura that the -

p&ﬂquy will use as voting centers

" tnynet months national and local -

eleerions, o o
- The seventh school subjected

to:

DT WaS Tambo Elemetitary

. School in Barangay mambo. The .
“stakeholders in the coming
elections to spare the teathers
“who are only performing itheir

school building's ceiling and

copgrete walls have been

desroyed. T

: ', Apin previous attacks, nobody
1pol attack, according to Senior

Inkpector Wendylyn Eanico, chief

of the Sultar Mastura municipal

“palice:

“election will push through. -

. iKursis Pali, Sultan Mastura -

i 5 . . e .
-eliggtxon Cofficer, said no
- geplaration yet as to whether or

kee

engtre next monday’s

grenade attack at about 10:00 -
condernned the bombings.

wif.hurt in the Tambo Elementary .
Sehy coming election, please spate our

" Badiao said he has ordered the:
deﬁéiﬁoyme_nt._-of more troops. -as-
pejbekeepers to' ensure ‘the

Dali said. 7

owing school bombings

- CULTAN. - MASTURA,

rigt ‘qhé town wilkbe placed under
Comeleccontrols - e
..*Not-allschools bujldings were

electionday,” she said. . - "
Senior Insp. Ronald de Leon,

gpeaking for the police in the

Autoriomous Region in Muslim

' jnvestigation showed that an armed

group wanted the town to be
ander Comelec control sg that
voting precin cte will be chustered.

. wphe suspects apparently do not

trust the teachers because they

were identified with the .cqri*ent

‘town administration,” De iLeon

said. He did not elaborate as police

fnvestigation was stillon goinge
Y6 said ‘the group supports

one of thé mayoral aspirants.”
%o far, no group has claimed

- vesponsibility for- the grenade
“attacks and strafing. Four

candidates are aspiring for the

mayoralty post. !
Bombed were elementary

schools in Barangays Tuka,

‘Dugiitungar; Darping, Simuay.

Day Care Center: The latest was
in Barangay Tambo.- .~ :

_ “The school is clearly apnlit‘lcal
and it should not be destroyed due
to politics because it will affect

the future of pupils,” Dr.’ John
“Magrio, ARMM education regional.

secretary, said even as he

_He algo appealed to all

duties as mandated by 1aw. ;
“] gppeal to all parties in this

teachers from violence,” Magno
said. ' :

S The town election officeﬁ said
- ghe will call for a mesting of all

‘eandidates to ensure they will not

“We are calling ‘for -peace
covenant signing,” election officer
| PNA

<

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

“ude violence to advance their .
" eandidacy. SR &
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Troops dep!oyed to Magu

followmg a series of bomb attacks on
seven pubhc elementary schools last week

The' Piuhppme Army's’ 603rd_
'_Infantry Brigade’ commander,
‘Col, Barl Badiao, said a compa-
ny-sized group of soldiers from*
the-37th Infantry Battalion

backed by the Provincial Public”

Safety Battalion (PPSE) ‘have
been deployed in Sultan Mas-
tura’s 13 villages to ensure that

toid reporters

. Badiao;sdid he has ordered ma
E the deployment 'of more troops .
‘as’ peacekeepers 10 ensure the:

election will push through

* Kurais Dali, Sultan. Mastura .
election officer, said: there'is no -
_orderso far whether the town wﬂl '

were bombed there are i
other schoois that can be used_'_

.on election day,” she said.

o ARMM's “education regxonal”
'_'secretary, ‘Dr.John Magno,:

appealed to all“stakeholders

ULTAN MASTURA, Maguindanao:
Police and military personnel have
been deployed to this town eight days =
‘before the national and. local elections

next Monday's wnchromzed '

‘elections would be peaceful _

-+ ¢onsidered by the Commission
“on Elections (Comelec) as an

" area of concern.

© . "We are securing the villages,
our mandate is to ensure the ar-
eas are safe for voters to exercise
‘their rights of suffrage,” Badiao

and ordely:’ . :

On Weénesday iast week'
unidentified men “fired rifle
grenades and strafed seven

“elementary schools in Sultan
Mastura that the poll body will
" jge as voting centers on May 3.

“The school 1sclearly'apohn-
cal and should notbe destroyed
‘due to pohtlcs because it will

affect the future of the “pupils.-
U appeal 1o all parties.in this
‘coming electmﬁ, piease spare

“‘Meanwhile, S
Ronald de'Leorn, speakmg for

‘group wanted the town to be

danao town

These schools are Tambo

* Elem. Schodl, Tapayan Central
School, Dagurungan Elem.
/ School, “Titka Blem. School,
- Datping Elem. Schoal, Tareken.
- “Primary, and Simuay ‘Seashore
“'Elem: School, all located south-
~ west of Sultan Mastura.

Mo onewas hurt in the attacks
in Siltan “Mastiira, a town not

: --0me}_¢c controi=so
g_precxncts will be

that

: clustered

“The suspects apparently do

“not trust the teachers because

they were -identified with the

current town administration,”
= ‘de Leon said. He did not elabo-

rate as the pohce mvesugat:on

““He said the group- supports

-__one of the mayoral aspitants.
" the pohce in the Autonomous .
“Region in Muslim Mmdanad
L (PNP- ARMM), 52id an investi- -
-gation showed that an armed
to spare the teachers who are -

'No-group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the grenade
attacks and ‘strafing. Four

‘candidates are aspiring for the

mayoralty post. PNA
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ocals since the garly 1990s.
Althiongh Abu Sayyaf’s leaders have
piedged alleglance to Islamic State, ana-
rsts say they are more focused on hucra-

jdnappings-for-ransom tha.n settlng

"Abdusakur Tan IT on 1 ” 1d : Ei e e T L Pelice on. Thursday ra1ded.a h1deout
of Jolo during a heavy midday downpour, _ leitar’v ofﬁf:lals said they had no in- of the Ansar Khilafa Philippines group

}010 POhCE_Chlef}‘mPlk_aT Sitin said the release of the Indo- __m the coastal town of Maasim, killing
: ' ' '._:pohce repert saxd Satur»

" said Armed ¥orces. spokesman Brlg " Gen : e .com os recovered a cache of

B Restztuto Padﬂla : ' weapons including a sniper 1 rifle, two car-

1 “That was alocal government ef‘fort Wej' “bines, rocket-propelled grenades, materi-

don’t have any information,’ saad pﬁbhc“' “als for making improvised bombs and a

_home ' o affairs officer Col. Noel Detoyato. = - blac.k flag of the IS group. :

They were abducteé ‘on March_ 26 b}" i’ the ground, - Western Mindanao However, the ‘target of the raid, the
de fthe Abu id: 'okesman Maj "'Pelunon Tan eader, Mo‘hmnmad Jaafar. Magu-

'_hm groups: in Mindanao that have pledgeé
5-3_1_1_eg1anc td_ti‘_ie Islamic State:

rt stm '_'gen' ' s
just.a few hundredf_ -no direct Jink to 1S ‘and are. merek using:
1 WL " itsmameto. galn prestige Iocaﬂy and in the
ilitary” offenmves agamst it, sur- hop' - of gaining the international jihadi
. ¢ by using the' mountainous, Jungle i, group’s support and fundmg Florante S
_ terzazn of }olo and nearby islands to s :'_-_"Soimerm, AFP ' N

The Indoneszans
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By ROEL PARENC

ZARBOANGA UTFY -

Ton

Indonesian sailors kidnapped
b the Abu Savvatwere treed
vesierdav after five werks in
captivity.

(Hficiale said omisganies

dropped ot the 10 ingboat
crevemen al the home nl Sty

[

av. Abduzakur Tan Iroin

Jolo during .a beavy midday
downpour.

is

“The report (ol their rolease)
confirmed Thev ywore there.

1 saw them,” jolo police diree
tor Supt. Junpikar Sitin said,

W

“Thev appeared tired b
ere in high spirits,” he

added.

Sign said the growp ate

funch at the governor's home.

Sources said a huge ran-

QO W RS paid i o.\c‘haugv lor
the freedom of the hostages

I

1t the military refused to

provide information abroul
the release.

il

Gitin alse could nel vonfirm
indeed rensom was paid.
Sitin added the 10 Indo-

nesians were later brought to

o]

hospital in Camp Teodulfo

Bautista [or medical check up.

The Abu Savval intereepled

she 10 Indenesians while they
were en route to hanila on
Ntarch 2o,

The militanis are reporied
to have sought a Pot-million
ransom, but Sitin said he was
unaware that anv money had
heen paid. The Abu Savvat
docs ot normaliy (ree hos
tages unless a ransom i paid.

The Tndonesians were freed
cix daves after the Abu Savval
Foheaded Canadian fohn Rids-
dt“,

Presicdent ’%QUHH! vowed
Wednesday (o devole all his
enerey o criehing {her wroup
Pelore he steps down in wo
monihs.

Authoritics said the bandits
are «lill hoiding 11 other for-
cign hoslages ~ four Indone-
sjans, four Malavsians, another
Canadian, a Norwegian. a
Dutchman and siv locals.

The {our Indonesians were
separately taken by the Abu
Savvaf on April 15

The Abu Savvat is & radical
effahoot of a Muslim separa st
insurgency in Mindanao that
hae claimed more than TO0L000
lives sipee the 195704,

the Taiwanese-gevnied tug boat
AP Brama off Sabah and seized

11 ie holieved to have just &
Turn o Page 8

&
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few hundred militantsbuthas ~ Sayyafto invest in lugh-pow-
withstoodrepeated US-backed . - ‘ered boats, weaporns and mod-’
wmilitary offensives againstit,. ern: communications -equip::
surviving by using the moun: - ment. With poverty and job-
tainous, jungle terramn of Sulu ~lessness rife, it is able torecriit
and nearby islands of Basilan withease o000 o
toits advantage. 0 . Foreign ministers of the

- Thébanditgroup’s network “Philippines, Indonesia and
is deeply eftrenched and ef- - Malaysiaare due to meet in
forts to flush out its fighters . Jakarta this week o discuss’
have proved to'be a big chal- . ways ‘to work together to:
Tenige for the Armed Forces'of  secure key: shipping routes-
‘the Philippines.” - . in the waters between the

* The hicrative kidnapping = three countries.—~ With Cecille

business has allowed Abu- Suerte Felipe, AFP, Reuters™ -
Photo provided by the office of Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan Jr. (center)

shows 10indonesian sailors having a meal after theywere released
“by the Abu Sayyaf in Jolo, Sulu yesterday. - 7o i AR
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By ch-ro MERCENE U’ @rectomercene

Firstaf threepan‘s

ECAUSE of social med1a and -
‘overseasFilipinos, manyhave -

‘heard of thebombingat Brus-
selsairportlastmonth. Butvery few
“haveheard of the antiterrorismlaw,

or Republic Act (RA) 93720 "
RA 9372 crested the Phil-

ippine Anti- Terrorism Council

(PATC) requn’zr;g membersh1p of

1__ OFF[CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLEC AFFAERS Email add: 0acpa.amyzv libgn!utr‘ov:n Sy ey

"and local government andfinance

'natmgAgency (Nica)is the council’s * 7
“sectetariat. Its support. agencies,

Also a memberis the national secu

rity adviser. It is currently headed‘;
by Executive Secretary Paquito N..

Ochoa Jr.
“TheNationalIntelligence Coorchw B

among others, are the Bureauof Im- - ;

'mxgratmn Office of Civil Defense,

“Anti-Money. Laundering Council,
Philippine Center on Trangnational
- ___Crﬂne'_.and-the Philippine National
: Pol'ic_e' (PNP):s

ent with the Phifippine

Whenanyterrorist-relatedactivi-

“ties arise anywhere in the nation, it

is usually the PNP that gives face
to -the -country’s antiterrorism re-

‘sponse, with the Avmed Forces (AFP)
ina supporting role. If the airports
“were attacked by terrorists, then

CONTINUED ON Az

T bt Sl
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(Avsegroup) goes into action.

. Within the Avsegroup-is a spé— 5

cialforces unitwhose members are

armed to the teeth to confront any
terrorist gi’oup. i

Tl f1y’s major airports

S m

: _-Huw then can cmzens be assured -

“pen at the Ninoy A
twnal Azrpcrt (Na:a)'?
“WWe have preventive measures

in éoordinétiori-With_ other agen+. .-

ciés at the airport,” ‘Chief Supt.
Pyahcisde Balagtas, iAvsegroup”

commander, said. Aside. from

the Naia, Balagtas said his men
are present in all the other major
airportsin the country. However,.

Ctry dre manned not. by Balagtas s
men but personnel from the C1v11

+ visibility necessary for deterrénce”

- Hé said having left the landside

~ andenterterminal, thevisitorsand
passengers go into ‘the “airside”
" section where they are subjected

" to body check and another round

.. of security measures. )
- Hesaid passengers undergo

:.-_'the mrplane, wh_o € carriers have e

“their.owi seciirity procedure.’

"When the airplane has taken'. :, '
: off you can be assured thatall the ..

‘occupanis have béen cleared and a

- passengercanrelax,” Balagtassaid.
- The aerodrome side is the
airport complex where aircraft,
agrobridges, luggagearea, andthe

_to Balagtas:

The AVSegréﬁp, composed of o
armed men in all-matte black uni- .-

_ 'lnerabletotermnstattadcs o
because’ of the many individuals:
whio have? accessito the-;e facilities.. . -

"'wn:h terrorists.

armiedto the teeth,:prow&e the hlgh i

pooks and cranniesaresecuredby | -
-atrline private guards accordmg

: These cofafunity airports are

- used by general aviation or charter
atrlines and are maintained by the
-“Caap. Commercial airlines could

have access to these airportsin

cases of emergency.

“Before anything else, nego- :

‘tiation should be the first move,

Balagtas said, adding that there’s

& special team in'place, tramed L
“abroad to handle negoti

. Balagtassaid the Avsegroup isin
close coordination with the Manila
International Airport Authority

" {Miaa), the Mactan-Cebu Inter-

national Airport Authority, Clark
Airport Authority, Metropolitan
Subic Bay Authority ; and the Caap

‘to sniff outbombs.. :
#Ovr most powerful equzpmen

onarea, focated somewhereinthe

by the Caap'to secure the Gener

Av1at1on areas, as well. “There’s

mno such thing as complete man-~
power for determined terrorists,”

i Balagtas said. -
“Ourstrength agamsttermnsts
. is enough to address any threats,

in coordination W1th other law—
_enforcement agencies.” .
Balagtas‘ ‘however, prefers to

il

“could be seen ',boai'&ing" vehicles,
‘sometimes witha K-9 team intow

~is ourtrained personnel from-the .

| . aircraftoperations department and
-our K-9s,” Balagtas said.

"¢ Meanwhile, the general avia-:

Ti‘Pm:t complex, is manned by the-

N add more in 3the current roster of '
" the Avsegroup.” _
- Healsorues that the Avsegroup ;

“of ith NP Speual Action Force .
“could

: lifted by the Air Force. :
‘Balagtas said that, aside from

the' Avsegroup, the Naia has also
 its own police department, while
- the 40-member Airline Operators
"Cotincil have their own privately

hired contractors.
“The:Avsegroup, in partnership

' 1&1‘&1 them, has already in place
dé

: mportant ig’ coordx—
natwn among different agencies,

Balagtas said.

He pomted out that at the Naia
complex, they focuson three major
points—called the “landside”—
where passengers and visitors
come. These areas are where pas-
sengers, V1sztors and their belong-
jected to varioug se-

their cars are . ;

e sub}ected to f:ursory scrutiny.

Since there are too many visi-

“Cameras afthe Naia complex. Seme
- 700 are installed and spread out at
- the four passengert terminals. .
“isiithe ‘Miaa's "Office” “of
Transportation Security that
is tasked with monitoring the
CCTV images.

.- “We have no control over the

E CCTV, at the moment, but we are
- .requesung the Miaa and the Caap

to allowus accessbyallowing some
f my men to'moniter them.”

Balagtas explamed itisthe OTS
t monitors the CCTV and the
ray machines at the Naia. The
Avsegroup only coordinates with

.- the agency. “If we have access to

- the CCTV [network], perhaps, we

- -gan determine if there's someone
planting bullets.”

Itis only the CCTV that can tell
us where this incident happenped

_and who are the people involved.

i2"Ttsa big heip both to the pas-
“sengers and to us who ensure their
"secunty, according to Balagtas.

T be continved
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ired the piiblic yester-

ay the ary-and police are-com-=:
" mitted t ring a peacetul electionon-
May 9, antid ‘e Tecenit school b ombings
- and ambush of politicians.- ... = .
" Presidential Communications and-
 Operations Office Secretary Herminio:
Coloma Jr. said the Philippine National”
Police (PNP) and the Armed Forces of the.
Philippines (AFF) would also make use
of “augmentation forces from their own
operating unifs” 0 provide ‘protection
to public school teachers comprising the
Board of Election Inspectors.
~ Joint security-assistance desks ‘will be
*set tip in all polling precincts natienwide,
Chesad .
~He'told stat nradio station dzRB
‘that the PNP and AFFP are continuing
 the preparations for the coming elec-
Ctioms P
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: out.the country under the hlghest §eCu- . . boosted follomng 1astweek’s bombings

ity allert status with only aweekbefore at six‘schools in-Maguindanao.
‘the local and pational elections-on ChlefSupermtendenthlbenMayor,

\ay 9, as: ‘miobilization of even mﬁitary'-_i- j -PNTP spokesman; said the full
May alert status was hoxsted on Mﬁ

: forces to secure polling precmcts were .

B pp io
(}?’NP) has placed aﬂ xts umts through—

PNP on hlghest alert... -

over state- run DZRB &
 Unidentified men launched bomb—__ﬁ'
ing attacks on six sehool buildings
in:Sultan Mastura; Magmndanao on-
' Wednesd Friday: and Saturday; lasf_

Saturday to maximize all 11:1: personnel

and resources for the polls.on Monday "
next-week. It+ill be in-effect until the: i
sithation normalizes at least through -

declaration of winners for both lecal
and national elections: :

. *Your Philippine Natmnal }?chce..-.--
is ready We have long prepared for_.

‘this; we've been domg ‘dlecti _dutles

for several times. ad; ' e
confident of realizl ‘the ob_]ecf,lve ‘of
making the electiot ) ace and cred~ :

ible,” said Mayor. |

-in Malacafiang; Pres1dentzai;r_'_
Commumcat;ons Operations Kecre-
tary /Herminio Coloma, Jr. agsured
that the poh 'e and mlhtary are de-

' af' and

pability to thwart any individual or
group that may sow violence during
the national elections),” Coloma said

‘centers. across the :
S %Kaya tuicy -tuloy ang paghah—-' .
- anda ng PNP at AFP-upang matiyak

hurt whenthe grenades’ were thrown;

'Apart from terntonal umts Co-

"-.'-1oma said the AFP and PNP have
~ deployed augmentation forces to pro-
- vide protection for teachers with poll
‘duties and other people going to the

voting precmcts on Election Day..

en established in p
araos ng matiwasay at

preparatmns are: ongomg to ensure

personnel play important roles),”
Coloma added.

The PNP started the preparations.

for the May 9 polls as soon as Director

A Jmnt-securxty assistance.desk -

- peaceful and orderly elections where .
our teachers and other government

at thé'buﬁdings that were supposed N

.Ge.fie'rél. Rlcarda Marfmez was ap-.
pointed as $he PNP chief last year. . :

Mayor called on'the publie to help :
establish the trust and confidence
with the PNE even:as he stressed
that public cooperation and vigilance .
are also essential element in accom-
plishing the objective of making the

May 9 eiectmns one:of the most peace

: ef the pubhc to the
PNP their cooperation and their

-vigilance will always be important.

We may have prepared for this but
the people’s ccooperation is equally

Ay ooh_g mahalagang bahagx'f". important for our electxon secuni;y _

t'nga _kawam :

said Mayot. :
As of Aprii 20, Coloma Sald around
3,500 persons have been arrested in
violation of the election gunban: -
At least 2,800 assorted weapons
and 31,200 deadly ammunition and
bombing devices have been seized by
the police under the Secure and Fair
Elections (SAFE) program.

Tel no. (02) 845-95551 ocal: 5285, 5265
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s Premdentiél-(}ummﬁ@-
| cations ‘Operations: Office

Secretary Sonny. Coloms

[ PNP, AFP ready

Jr. said that suthorilies
are also focused in profect-
ing the election workers
notably our teache
will serve as Board'of Elec-
tidn Tnspectors (BEB. oo

" He added that the PIE.
“and the AFP remmain oi top.

of ensuring -the secursy.
_especially of watdh st or
- pritical areas and so-cailed
_eloction . hotspots :in the
Cegunbry. | e ot
- These iriclade the prov-
“imees of Pangasinan, Mas-
bate, Negros Qrientsl;
Samar;, Maguindanad &
Lanao del Sur which the
“PNP have identified in. the
Jist of election hotspels,
whase numper may st
vary depending oD the
assessment of the PNP.
- To prevent bloodshed
in areas with intense po-
Yitical rivalry, Mayor said
the police, military and
Commission on Elections
(Comelec) advocate media-
tion between contending

parties. .
The PNP and Armed

ers who-

Feoroos ‘of ‘the “Philippines:
had been deputized by the .

‘Cgmelec to ensure peaceful
and arderly conduct of the
May 2016 polls. ‘

¥fren Montano

L QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

UBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army20t2@gmail.co

m - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

[+




Army Vision: By 2028, ¢ worid-ciass Army that is & source of national pride

OFFIGE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpe.army201 2@gmait.com - Tel no. {02) 8459555 Local: 5289, 5295

. »
: ‘ Page: t 1

[ 2 May 2016

The National Nowepépe!

 MILF also slams ASG
for Canadian’s beheading

. BY VICTOR REYES

THE Moro Islamic Liberation -

Front yesterday denounced as a

“cold-blooded murder” the Abu -

'Sayyaf’s recent beheading of Ca-
‘nadian John Ridsdel, one of four
‘persons the bandit group seized
from a resort in Davao del Norte
in September last year.

“Woe to the beheader of Joha
‘Ridsdel,” the MILF said in its
website; adding that “mutilating
the body of dead petson, even
if he is an enemy, is against the
‘teachings of Islam.”

. Ridsde! was beheaded on
Monday last week after au-
-thorities failed to deliver the
-demanded ransom of P300
“million each for Ridsdel, fellow

Canadisn Robert Hall, Norwe:

‘gian Kjartan Sekkingstad, and
‘Filipina Marites Fior.

:- Ridsdel’s head was thrown in
front of the Jolo town hall last

Monday night. Two days later, -

‘a headless body was found at a
‘creek in Talipao town. Tests are
‘being conducted to determine if
‘the body is that of Ridsdel.

"+ The MILF said Canadians .

“aré not out enemy” as they are
“helping resolve the conflict in
‘Mindanao in many ways and
‘means including giving of grants
for various projects or programs
‘in the region.” -
- The MILF said Canadians
headed an Independent Commis-
sion on Policing which served as
one of the references in the craft-
ing of the proposed Bangsamoro
Basic Law which will establish 2
new political entity in the South,
Incidentally, MILT rebels have
been linked ro beheading in-
cideats in the past, including

that of 10 of 14 Marines they
ambushed and killed in Al Barka,
Basilan in October 2011, together
with'the Abu Sayyaf.

“Kidnapping will never lead
apyone to nowhere. It might be
rewarding momentarily, courtesy
of the ransom paid, but ia the
long fun, ultimate justice wiil pre-
vail over what is nnjust and im-
moral. 1t is the nature of things
that evil acts have Iimit and good
deeds have no bound. When
the limit of evil acts is crossed,
God Almighty will decree that
retribution shall take its way,” it
also said. :

The MILF said it is now time
for the government “fo be more
tactful and prudent in addressing
the kidnapping in Sulu.” The Abu

Sayyaf s still keeping a number .

of foreign and Filipino hostages
in Salw 0

“«T¢ seems everything it tried
does not produce encouraging re-
sults. Using brute force is often-
times countet-productive; paying
ransomn encourages kidnappers to
step up their evil trade,” it said.

“[s there 2 middle ground that is
not yet tested? We do not know and
we are notsuggesting any,” it said.-

On many occasions, the

MILE said the government had
branded the ASG as a spent
force. Military estimates placed
the strength of the Abu Sayyaf
at about 300 to 400 mean, mostly
in Sulu 2nd Basilan.

“But each time that claim is
made, the ASG sprung up from
the demise tag and returned 10
their base in Sulu with fresh
kidnap victims, It appeared then
and today that such statements
are only for media blowout or

tnileage,” the MILF said.
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four local government

“{inits (LGUs), are con-

fident that negotiations
for the safe release of
three policemen and two
soldiers being held by

the New People’s Army

(NPA) will succeed with-
out any hitch

. The leaders of the
Iglesia Filipina Indepen-
diente (IFD), the Philip-

pitie Eceumenical- Peace.

Platform (PEPP) arid of -

" ficials of the Agusan prov-

inces, Misamis Oriental
and Bukidnon are now

. closely coordinating with

sach other in an effort to
ensure that the release

_will proceed smoothly as
_plarned. |

fales, P03 Edwin Cas-
tor, SP0O4 Rene Romba,
‘Private First Class Glenn

. Austia and Diven Tawide,
_will be released soon by

the NPA's custodial force.
Bishop Felixberto
Calang of the IFI and

£ They were confident ..
" fnat SPO1 'Warren Co-

‘3 cops, 2 soldiers
‘could be released
: }3 UTUANCITY __-__g__.:._-were in close egordination with the

Third party facilitators,
“together with officials of

efore May 9
co-convenor :.ozf the PEPP Sald they

concerned stakeholders to ensure that
the release will go smoothly hopefully
before May 9. T

All the governors in Agusan del
Norte, Agusan del Sut, Misamis Orien-
tal and Bukidnon have already assured
the third-party facilitators that their
request for field unit commanders of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFF)
and Philippine National Police (ENP)
to implement a selective suspension
of operations, in the place where the
NPA custodial team will turn over the
captives, will be followed.

“Our local officials in mentioned
provinces have pledged that they
will request the AFP and PNP field
commanders for the suspension of
operations in selected areas,” Calang
{old newsmen.

Tn a recent statement, National
Democratic Front (NDF) spokesperson
Cesar Renerio said military and police op-
erations suspension (SOMO and SOPO)
should start midnight of May 2 untl mid-
night of May 8 in sélected cities of Agusan
del Norte and AgusandelSur: .

In that same statement, the NDF
said the SOMO and SOPO should be
enforced in the municipalities of Bue-
navista and Las Nieves, both in Agusan
del Norte and the west part of Butuan
City and the towns of Esperanza, San
‘Luis, Talacogon, and La Paz, all in
Agusan dei Sur.
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laborers,cops
CiaSh near S

A laborers... a1

embassy during & Labor Day protest sentiments.

actionyesterda¥.. o The police and & team from the Bu-
| . Around 3,000 activists whowere push- Fost of Fire Protection werelater forced to
| ing for 2 minimum wage increase earlier  usewatercannons toprevent the militants
i gave President Agquing & warm gend-off  frombreaking througtibarrierspositioned
| party as they vurned the tenfoot effigyof 2 safe distance away from the embassy.

the chief executive at Mendiola bridge in The protesters retreated to the corner
the morning. :  of Roxas Boulevard and United Nations

The protester later marched to the  Avenue where they continued their anti-
United States Embassy along Roxas EDCAprogram, under the watchful eyes
Boulevard and aired their anfi-BDCA  of the police.
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At exactly noonlast Sat-
urday, a three-star general
of the Armed Forces of the
Philippinés (AFP) led soldiers, fisher-
folk, and other stakeholders in hoisting
' the Philippine flag on top of Hill 200 of
this island, also known as “Y’ami,” to
assert the country’s sovereignty in the
northernmost istand of the country.
Located some 20 nautical miles

north of the municipal proper of Hbayat, . .

© Batanes, Mavulisis a riehfishing ground

| exactly 12 noon when the sun GS) at its
i brightest, April 30, 2036. We assert our
sovereignty on this northern frontier-of

AVULIS ISLAND, Batanes

" éwe raised the Philippine flag at

our nation, This is Mavulis island,” said .
14 Gen, RomeoT. Tanalgo, commandet,
“AFP Northern Luzon Coramand (Nol-
‘com) after the singing of the national

anthem and prayer that followed the
hoisting of the flag. I
A total of 82 people, including Capt.

‘Albert Mogul, commander, Naval Forces

Northern Luzon (NAVFORNOL); Col.
Ferdinand Barandon, NOLCOM force
protection officer; AFP chaplain Lt. Col.
Ruel Tungolh, soldiers, local policemen,
fisherfolk and other members of the com-
rounity; and a few members of the media

‘crossed choppy seas and clirbed Hill 200

for the'historicevent. - ¥

Troops on board BRP Ramon Alcaraz
(PF16) docked 1.1 kilometers off Mavulis
island, aiso stood in attention and sang
the national anthem.

- "Tanalgo said that with the hoisting of
the Philippine flag on the island, “hope-
fully it wound prevent” a simiar case as
that of the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal,
which has been cordoned off by the Chi-
nese, from happening in Mavudis island.

“The purpose of putting up this flag
is to assert our sovereignty, to let all the
people know that this is (part of) our
country,” stressed Tanalgo.
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- BAIMAJING = The fishing
in this tiny. port town on Hainan island is
getting everything from military training
and subsidies to even fue] and ice as China
‘creates an increasingly sophisticated fish-
ing militia to sail inta the disputed South

- The training and support includes ex-
ercises at sea and requests 1o fishermen
to gather information on foreign Vessels,
provincial government officials, regional
diplomats.and fishing company -execu-
tives said in recent interviews.
¥ #The maritime militia is expanding be-
cause of the country’s need forit, and because’
of the desire of the fishermen to engage in
national service, protecting our country’s’
interests,” said an advisor to the Hainan
‘government who did not waht to be named.
~ But the fishing militia also raises the
risk of conflict with foreign navies in the
strategic waterway through which $5 tril-
“lior 'of trade passes each year, diplomats:
~and naval expertssay. . SR

- The Uritted Stattes has béeri condricting sea.
anid air patrols near artificial islands China s
building inthe disputed Spratiys archipelago,
including by two B-52 strategic bombers in.-
November. Washington said in February it
would iricrease the “freedom of navigationt” :
sailbys around the disputed sea.
: ic military training
The city-level branches of the People’s .
Armed Forces Department provide ba-
sic military’ training to fishermen, said -
the Hainan government advisor. The .
braniches are overseen by both themilitary
and Jocal Communist Party authoritiesin”
charge of militia operations nationwide: -

- The training encompasses search and -
rescue operations, contending with di--
sasters at sea and “safeguarding Chinese :
sovereignty,” said the advisorwhio focuses |
on the South ChinaSea.: = :
- The training, which inclides exercises .
at sea, takes place between May and Au-
gust and the government pays fishermen:
for participating, he said... PRI
- Government subsidies encourage fish- '
ermnen to use heavier vessels with steel
~ as opposed to wooden — hulls.

o

Page: :

“fishing militia’

g flectbased

= The government has also providea
Global Positioning Satellite e ipment for at
Jeast 50,000 vessels; enabling therm to confact
the Chinese coast guard inmaritine emez-..
gencies, including encounters with foreign
ships, industry executives, said. o
S pveral Haman fishermenand diplomats .
t51d Retters somie ves sels have small arms.

© When "4 particular mission in safeguarding sovereignty”

comes up, government aul
i militia, the advisor said, asking ther
e ceics o foreign vessels atsea.

- hat coordination was evident in March, whe
attempted 10 detaina Chinese fishing vessel

' suthorities will coordinate with the fish-
; d,.":aékjng_’_cl't_'gm_'to'gaﬂ\er jnformation |
1 was evid n Indonesia
or fishing near its

Natunia Islands in the South China Sea. A Chinese coast guard

vessel qui

1oWIng awa . |
; Bei%ﬁg' dges niot claim the Natunas :b}’zfc 5
in “traditional Chinese fishing grounds.

i 'Gﬁ;ﬂnar::c_lai;;_l_s_g_alng_t_:_g}l of the South

* Archipelago and 1ts rich fishing grounds. . =
 Gate-controlled fishing companies
go regularly to the Spratlys and are re

pleted fishery Tesources close 10 China’s

. fishing in disputed waters |
and induistry execttives 2

7 State-owned Haman South China Sea
- ‘Modern Fishery Group Comparty says on
. its website it is “both military and com-
~ mercial, both soldiers and civilians.” One
of its aims, the comparty says, is to let the
- #Chirese flag fly” over the Spratlys. "
~ . “Defending sovereignty is primarily
 the goverfiment’s concern,” said Ye Ning,
the company’s general manager, in an

“interview at his office in Haikou. “But of
course, regular folks being able to fish in
their own countries’ waters should be the
norm: That goes for us too.”

The company provides fishermen who
sail to the Spratlys with fuel, water and ice,
and then purchases fish from them when
they return, according to a written infro-

duction to the company’s work executives -

F OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: 08--o- - oo o

provided to Reuters. ~Reuters

ckly intervened to preventthe Indonesian Navy from

' < boat, setting off a di lomatic Tow.
e B P ¢ £d the boats were

.l*ﬁna:Sea. The Philip-
“ines Malaysia, Vietnam, _aiw'éﬁ{aﬁd-Bfu;iei;also_have_co;aﬂigt__—_ .
'fﬂ iaims over the islets and atolls that constitute the Spratly -
domiha%é.fr'le fleets that
cipients of much of the

‘milifia training and subsidies, industry sources said.

. Chi : 1d's biggest fish indusiry,
" China has by far the world's P18 e e ade

s an ecohomic necessity, fishermen

but de-
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didates - to - pursue. -
-peace talks W1th the -
and, '
msurgent-.-
groups in :a _mani-

commumsts
Other

festo issued ciu.rmg
Ihe
Biennial Assernbly of

‘in :Christian- Service -

" The “WSCS, - tom-

(WSCS) - held -here .
onSaturday, <

. - theWomens Somety Party of ‘the Ph;hp-
Methodist - church

workers have urged.
‘the presidential can--

pines:. and the  New
People’s Army; as well .
as ‘with Moro rebels

" like the Moro Islamic

posed-¢f mothers and

“lay -church -workers

from various regions

peace . negotiations
‘with the Communist

of the country, said it .
~was - alarmed - that :
33rd National -

- Liberation Front, con--

tinued to suffer inter- .
mittent .. breakdowns
and suspensions. ’
" “We .pray .the in-
eoming  administra-
tion [would] strongly
waork for the reopen-
ing of peace negotia-

"foms [at the] earliést

“time “possible,’ =

the
group said, “because
hostilities claim lives,

breed human rights
' wolatlons v
.hve%xhood and Wors—

en the econcrmic dif-

. fienlties of communi-

tles

affected . by
armed conflict.” -
“The call ~was

_raised after the local

representative of Ii-

___-ternatxonal Alert: _

: ment group focused

"Philippines
Cthe “failure . 10: pass
- the Bangsamoro Ba-

on  peace-building,

warned of “a surge

of discontent” in the
given

. stc Law, among oth-

er factors.
" Dr Franciso Lara
Jr., country director

_of the London-based

- IA; who spoke at the

assembly,- said -con-

- flictin the Philippines

- would continueto be

an undulatirig wave
that ebbs and fiows

*- because of the severe

b B
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‘LAST ‘APRIL 14, sotne 200 retired generals and -
“colonels gattiered in ‘2 restaurant in Greenbelt,
Makati;for; ‘dinner: witht -ani7honored —guest,:
Sen. Ferdinand “Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. sonof the:

tio proclaimed martialdaw with His™ 5
pmeo Espino and service v

 chifted their allegianc

rmos, -and " - from their hearts with |

arvivors of the . Badge” they wore pro

g day brings them 16y WOIE

P Diliman’s Philippine
S GrPCAS; Mlmonte | were: _

osopher-king,” only - Utterly lacking atev

Adrian Cristobal for . litical:and social ‘change

“hai 1 i :;_'».'
tobefired asdearniby its chat,

’R6 Revolution
ino when they.

“supposedly sowing ‘intrigue. Thenceforth, Cristo- - nanpd Marcos but. res_t’o:edféli'ga_r'_éhic_{'@ie} The
“bal abolished the PCAS, Many years later ‘Almonte - Lopez empire got back ABS-CBN for asong. Vest-
laimed i his memoir, “Endiess Journey, 10 have.. ed interestsin land and .C'qmmé;“cé-under:r_ﬂned

‘been a cofounder of the Reform the Atmed Forces... public policy earlier enshrin
‘Movemnent, of RAM, 1it was rebuffed by Gregorio.. .good.. Humarn rights

coup plotter who conspired: stronger force amid mass

of

th overt US support.)
At vt

Today, 2 generatio
- modernstate; with a highl

'jsm,‘and Apec chair, The other
" Cirnatu of Hlocos, Alexande
- Vietor: Tbrado . of Negros,
“Baguio, Jaime delos Santo

Mapag of Cagayan, Rey

of NCR; Reynaldo ernment that truly represents

I €0 erns , ahigh level of expectation to be
tables were Roy -at par with our regional nefghibor . Its battlefield
ano of Zamboanga, transcends land; sea and shy-—the. “hattlespace”
temo ‘Labiano of * consists in winning thepeople’s dllegiance 10 a gov-
' thém. A feudal soci-
do Gopilan of Bula~ ety with a democratic veneer where the elite of 0.5

the common

ectationto be

- can, Robert Morales-of Agusan, Josue Géverza of percent controls the riatonal wealth; is siniply un-

 Tioilo; and undersecretary An
The: Army. - Spec ot
o ‘Hochs, wwas on hand with - Benigrio:Aquino Il far

- sy T-shirts
I CL21-AA19
_ cadre in the jungle of Tanay
‘MadreinRizal: -
| ioAsthecreme de
o the retited officers Tose

_ 'LfF@:tdinéﬁd‘%RﬁjﬁMﬁi’cog =+ dentalpresident becaus
1, Bongbong trained as a . yeat Tncome taxes are
bordering the Sierra crlture is -Half-heartedly.

al  Porces™chief,  hopefor national salvation, is a farce

dy

P transport and railroads are a mess for daliy o
the officer coTps,. muters, Jabor policiesiajr_ejmnﬂfa_ct_ual;ﬁmmerates

tonio Santos. © . “tenable. Flectoral politics; if it subyeri;s'rhe-péppie’s'

trer:

couraged. Public
ess for daily com-

otigh the ‘ranks by :. have dramatically risen, induced by poverty and

el
" sheet merit and dedicationo duty: Harangued to - lawlessness, and taf_l_im;bcil_ctifg:n&'.ilagiag-'kisdmé

join Bdsa 1by Ramos and company, they dutifully  at the airport are & nqt'at_)_njé__lf{sh_'at;i& @puﬁs‘ﬁed by
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Vice premdenual candld?}fcie Bongbong Marcos -

spoke with the wgor of youth and th
: “With :pa ""c't1' "

ith ‘constitudon ipfirmities. The:
suibstate; the. republic was. close to dis-
and “would be one of the victms of .-
: eptable only if the pohttcal i
ver their line of bayonets. .-
: "pruposed law e

. one’ pe
: toll The _proposed increase inthe remrement bene-_ 0
_'“ﬁts ‘of uniformed seTvices wasvetoed by P-Noy. -
Bongbong conctuded with a'plea for natmnal
umty The life and vitality: of anationlie: Tot ity
-_'1"-boundanes of geography or tace; butin fhecon-:
~sciousness: of its citizens’to’ share a common: des-
-tiny. umion that makes orgamzanons effec- -

) itigunion 1atmakes anation sttong.
srnal bond f

: ief Office. of Stmtegtc :
i Forces, d-T i
CArm colonel, Beriedalled -officer an ‘_l_T__iLLItI.C[WﬂI’ ded
writer, was teaching. political science at UP: Manila. -
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ANILA: BULLETIE ™
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HICH js more fearsome
of these:Muslim terror-
jsts - the ISIS/ISIL or
_ - %W the Abu.Sayyaf? Pick
‘your choie€.. e O N
_TheIslamic State in Iraq and Syria
or the Levant (ISI8/ ISIL), but more
appropriately the Daesh, kills without
remorse, just Iike the Abu Sayyaf.
"But Daesh does not choose their
victims. They kill everyone, men,
women, ang child, and any inpocent
..persons who eould be nearby when

" their homebombs explodes, usually”

-strapped to their bodies.

' “Daegh aré motivated by'fhéir ha- .

tred of the infidels, meaning anyone
who isnot Muslim or one who doesnot
believe in the prophet Mohammed.

. :The Abu Sayyaf, on the other
hand, choose their victims, usually
individuals who could be ransomed
- foria high fee.. . -
sels, or anywhere Daesh and Paesh
followers are active, the Philippines
is relatively safe from random bomb-
ngs., '

. Daesh {errorists are commonlty
' suicide bombers who do not value life.
They kill because of religious intoler-
ance against thosé who do not share

are bandits

" o, unlike in the US, the UK, Brus- -

theirbeliefs. ..
* “They love death more than life,”

" says author and journalist Thomas

Friedman. i e

The Abu Sayyaf, on the other hand,

would not die by their-own hands.
" They are after cash or material
gains. They are safe in their locality
because the citizens are much to0
afraid to squeal on them.

The Abu Sayyaf is one of the small-
est, but strongest, of the Islamist
separatist groups in the Philippines.
Some Abu Sayyaf members have
studied or worked in Saudi Arabia
“and developed ties'to mujahideen

“while fighting and training in the

war against the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. - o
Abu Sayyaf proclaimed them-
selves as mujahideen and freedom
fighters. They are not supporied
by many people in the Philippines,
including its Muslim clerics. They
blackmail the families of their victims

“by showing videos of their loved ones

being threatened with behieading: -

They killed the Canadian mining
executive because his family refused
to congh up the 300 million ($6.5 mil-
lion) being asked as ransom.

There's one rule to aveid getting
kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf. Don’t go
to where they are known to roant.
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FA an bang paraan pa para malzpo! ang::;'
B .-Abu Sayyaf Kundi-ang puspusahd ‘opensiba;;
Walang puknat ha pagsalakay.ang gawin. ‘Gamitan
rig eroplano para‘maging mabilis ang pagpuksa :
Kung hindi ganito karahas ang gagawin, marami pa’
silang kikidnapin at: papataym gayang gmawa sa:
Canadlan tourigt na si John Ridsdel.” . i
~:Pinugutan ng. ulo'si Ridsdel at imiagay sd 1sang :
plastlc atiniwan saiisang kalye saJolo. Noong Mi-
yerkules natagpuian na ang katawan ng Canadian
sa Bgy. Gata, Talipao, Sulu. ‘Dindla‘ang katawan
sa Canadlan Embas mata os Avtop-:

Klmdnap si Hndsdet noang ‘Setyemi :
ma ang tatlong iba pa sa Samal: Island, Umano Yy
hindi naibigay -ang’ “hinihingit 150 ‘kaya -pinu-
gutan’ang dayuhan Ang tatlo'pang: :
-Canadian:na si Acbert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Sik-
kenstad at ang Pinay na si Maritess Flor..Bukod sa

mga ‘nabanggit; bihag din ng:Abu Sayyaf.ang 14 na |
Indonesian crewmen at apat na Malaysian Seamnert. |
Noong Huwebes, ‘isang araw. Hiakaraang matag- .
puan any katawan ni Ridsdel-"mreport ngArmed
Forcesof the Philippines (AFP)na 14 na Abu Sayvyaf.
ang: napaiay sa'walang puknat na operasyon. Ipinag-
utos ni Presidént‘Noynoy ‘Adguing ang all-out war sa |
§ Abu’ Sayyaf Lipulin ang. Abu Sayyafl Agad nagsaga-;
wa ng air strike ang'/AFP sa kutangmga. ‘bandido at:
14 -agad ang napatay sa unang bugsoing opensnba o

“Hindi na dapat tantanan ang mga bandido.. ‘Nga-:
yong naumpisahan na, nuluy-tuloy na ‘hanggangsa’
walang matira. Kapag ltmlgﬁ ang pagsalakay, muli

i1 ng babarigon ang mga bandido at magsa-

P

ANy pangtngidnap inamm dm ng Malaca-i .
OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF puBLIc] Hang : ‘Say i {no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
Presidential sister at aciress

ind.

ss boxmg ido! Manny Pacquiac.

Tapusm- 4 ang.masam gAbu!
vy atunayan. ng AFP. na mas. ‘malakas sila
kaysa Abu Sayyaf ipak:ta ne ' kaya mlang lup;gm ang :
mga: barbaro S

Brormaigmiiin
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BELGW _THE LENE

Air

RANSLATION Musm and
Dance at Air. Force City,.-

rgeneral of the Phﬁlppme Air Force
15t Dmmon Maj. Gen, Raul del Ro-
‘sario, hosteda memorable let-your—
hair down evemng last Fnday

' ho stars, rank or umform, but..

a TGIF at the 505th Hagar of Clark
;Air‘Basetothank all the partners of
'the command - Clark Development
; Lorporatmn (CDQ), Clark Interna-

¥ itional Airport: ‘Corporation (CIAC);:

Phﬂlppme ‘Intérnational Hot Air

BaiioonFestwai (PIHABF), etc. - fcr'_

an outstandlng year >

It must be one s of the best annual
reperts ‘of an Air Ferce_command
i . Gen Banayat, vice president of
‘CDC and Noemi (zarcia (tourism
promotwns) represe ted Clark

igear campaign for his presidential
{candidate Davaoc Mayor Rodrigo
Duterte.) CIAC was represented
by & strong compiement of semor
ofﬁcmls _ s

Capt ch Roa and his doughty
Air Safari erew and hot air balloon
volunteers made the two-hour drive
from Magnila.

3 TGIF The commandmg"'

iDevelopment: Corporataon (CDC:
CEO Atty. Arthur Tugade is'on high-

Tigtigan, T emkan king
Ferce C1ty

' Day Gen. Gel Rosario harped on his

“Apropos yesterday’s May 1 Labor

motto “Work Hard, Play Hard. ” He

‘especially cited the 20th Hot Air Bal-
' Ioon festival, which broke the previous

record attendance. He said that PHI-
HABF did not just prowde just “hot

_air” but introduces the best fourism
' event in the region and puts the Philip-

pine Air Force’s best foot forward. By
definition, he said, the PAF and Capt.
Roa’s hot air balloon event are natural
partners tied to each other, like two

' mountameers sealing s sumrmts

WORK HARD. The video presen-

tation was.a- virtual.annual report:
_High‘ughts of four days of.the Hot

Air Balloon Festival (11 14 February

20186), from soup to nuts; the Visiting

Forces activity, the Balikatan (with
2,700 aliied partners); the hosting of
APEC eventd at the Air Base; the
CMO outreach of medical services;
the earthquake drill (where the com-
mand transfers to Clark Air Basein a

~Scenariowhere: disaster. smkes at the

heart of Meirc Mamla) etc

' PLAY HARD Flhpiuos are said -

1o be able “fo sing before they could
talk dance before they ‘could walk,”

- and six contingents from the First
Division competed at conﬁrxmng the

reputation.

" The only fly in the omtment 1f
at ali, of a perfect evening were the

Page: H

amateur emecees who would habitu-
4lly slide into their off- color banter.
(s i true that in the barracks men
in uniform do not know of ten jokes
w/o sex‘?)

One of the bést lines (not requir-
ing parental guidance) said by one to
the other: - .

Host: “Salamm ko ba?” (Are you
a mirror?}

Falt guy: “Bakit?” (Why?)

Host; “Kasi bosag ka.” (Because

" you are cracked/smashed.)

Capt Joy Roa, moved by the tal-
ent show, put together an on- -the-spot
" committee to vote the' Bestaet among -
perfarmers and he awarded prize

money to the three top acts.

Drinks ﬂowed and Air Force grub
buffet was open all night. But because
we had to make the two-hour drive
through sleet and rain back to Manila,
we passed up tripping the light fantas-
t;c mth the 5 DIs o

Thxs has been one of the best part»
nerships between the PAF and the Hot
Air Balloon enthusiasts.

_Whé'ri Gen. Del Rosario is pro-
moted upstairs, his successor will find
him a very hard act o follow.

" FEEDBACK: joseabetozaide@
gmail.com
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Bombardments continue vs Abu Sayyaf terrorists in Sulu

From the Zamboanga Today Oniine (May 1): Bombardments continue vs Abu Sayyaf terrorists in
Sulu

Government forces have continued to attack Daesh-linked Abu Sayyaf militants in a mountainous
area in Sulu, the military reported Friday afternoon.

_Result of indirect fire weapons {105mm howitzers} and reports are coming from civilians,” Maj.
Filemon Tan Jr.. spokesperson of the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ Western Mindanao
Command, said in a text messaqe.

Earlier, the military reported 14 Abu Sayyaf bandits were kilied in air strikes in the vicinity of Mt. Sinumaan
in Patikul, Subu, four days after the beheading of a Canadian hostage, John Ridse!.

The report said government forces rained artillery fire on the Abu Sayyaf gunmen as planes and
helicopters flew low over the jungle terrain dropping bombs or the militants believed to be holding 20

foreign hostages.

"But these figures are for further validation and confirmation,” Tan said. "What is important here is that
operations are continuing and gaining headway."

President Benigno Agquino Ili on Wednesday vowed fo “neutralize” the bandits, who have declared
allegiance to the Islamic State (IS) group, a day after the severed head of Ridsdel was dumped near
Jolo’s City Hall.

Military spokesperson Col. Noel Detoyato told reporters at Camp Aguinaldo in Queszon City that as a
result of the bombardments, troops were able to occupy the former places occupied by the Abu Sayyaf.

According to him, the offensive, which began last Saturday and targeted at veteran one-armed
Abu Sayyaf commander Radullan Sahiron, was proving a success.

Security officials on Wednesday said the hostages, including a Canadian, a Norwegian and a Filipino
woman abducted with Ridsdel from yachts at a beach resort on Samal Island, Davao del Sur province,
seven months age, were being held by Sahiron on Jolo.

The militants are also holding 18 Indonesian and Malaysian sailors kidnapped from waters south of the
Philippines over the past month, as well as a Duich bird watcher abducted in 2012.

Since 1881, the group - armed with mostly improvised explosive devices, mortars and automatic rifies -
has carried out bombings, kidnappings, assassinations and extortions in a self-determined fight for an

independent Islamic province in the Philippines.

It is notorious for beheading victims after ransoms have faiied to be paid for their reiease.
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