Army Vision: By 2038, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride

oacpa.army2012@gmail.com

o
G . A S
T "z@zg}\igwaa@ e w@m& S
L L
@m .

3\‘,

e
&

g
e
B r;\"ﬁ




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

TABLE OF CONTEN

'S

Sayyaf

03 MAY 2016
P:; E TITLE WRITER NEWSPAPER
1-2 Weather Forecast www.dost. pag-asa.com
NATIONAL REWS
3-4 Nuns all over PH pray for divine Ma. Ceres Doyc | PDIpAT
intervention
ARMY m'rﬁn NEWS
5 -Bombing spree averted with discovery Mia Bulletin p.14
of 19 IEDs
-More troops deployed after school
bombing
6 NDFP sees end fo insurgency under Delfin Mallari PDlp. A8
Duterte
7 Rebels free cop taken at Misamis Jigger Jerusalem PDI p.A10
‘checkpoint’
8 NPA frees lawman Gerry Lee Gorit Phil Star p.16
9 Tribal leader killed by military, Lumad John Paolo Benito | Standard Today p.1
claim
&FPWTEB REWS | |
0= AFP ready for po!l mission . . | Elena Aben Mia Bulletin p.1 -
12 AFP ready to provide m:lxtary support Mario Mallari Tribune p.3
security for 2016 polis
13 Security beefed up in La Union after Erwin Beleo Mia Bulietin p.7
terrorist-type bomb attack
14 AFP brings servzce closer to urban Ed Amoroso Phil star p.B-16
communities _
15 Photo-Pledge Christine Junio Standard Today p.A7
16 MNLF worked for indonesians’ release | Julie Alipala PDI p.A2
7 Hostage tells of ordeal in hands of Abu § AFP PDI p.A2
Sayyaf
18 Ereed indonesian sailors arrive home - Tempo p.11
19 AFP not aware of ransom payment {o Victor Reyes Business Mirror p.A8
Abu Sayyaf
Abus threatened to split our throats- Mario Mallari Tribune p.1
20 Indonesian hostage
1 Gov't vows o pursue, punish Abu Genalyn Kabiling Mla Bulletin p.3

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

59.23 South China Sea -Watcha Scarborough { AP Business Mirror p.A1
Shoal as a Red Line
Wang Yi talks about China’s four-point | - Mia Bulletin p.9
04 consensus on South China Sea issues
with Brunei, Cambodia and Laos
o5 Isla sa Batanes, bantay-sarado vs Elena Aben Balita p.5
ilegal fishing
%6 Military in all-out bid to save Abu Florante Slomerin | Standard Today p.AG
hostages
EDITORIAL / OPINION
27-28 | Bang the gong for Digong? Ernesto Hilario Business Mirror p.A4
26-30 [ Reclamation at Scarborough Shoal? Edagrdo Angara Business Mirror p.At1
3132 Nobody but Binay talks about national Cecilio Arillo Business Mirror p. A10
security
ONLINE NEWS
-Bayanihan in Batanes li NolCom hoist | -Lui Dwdd.com
PH flag in Mavulis island
a3.35 | “Pre-Bidding it DND sets Php 38.5-M of

C-295M add’l integrated logistics
project

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




. corer F S
Deoadmen. 5T 8

PHILIPPINE ATMOSPHERIC, GEOPHYSITAL ANC ASTRONDWMICAL S8

k3

Weather Forecasting Section, Weather Division
WEFD fidp. R Reas Dinan Quezon Ome 1350

RVICES ADMINISTRATION (PAGASA)

74-Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outiook for Selected Cities:

ISSUED AT: 5:00 PM 02 MAY 2018

VALID BEGINNING:5:00 PM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 PM TOMORROW

CIIES

. 24-Hr Weather, Winds and Sea Gondition Forecast r
: fom BPM totle L0 5PN Inmmrow

‘

Extended Weather Cutlook
Curatds BPME uotl! 5P of ihe foaowity Bay

L7 MAY

4

Metro Manita Dbt 2650 atiargle Eawt ’ b PERL L eiel agen - ia pEeT
: RN Sper - Slight to Moderate : I SR .
7 : T . Pryro1
- Tuguegareo City Wiy 25°C . Modeste East-Seutheast T IR°0 __wv, GEes 1@_\ asvn
- e ' "@ 370 IR
wl T |.._§ - Pt - w [
Do e ¢d T

PREPARED BY: GMQ

END OF FORECAST

B : LR L]
" Laoag ity : ~@:_‘ 25eC gt Moserzte: Egst-Southeast o 2570 i 2570 e 6D e 2T
: SN 3gop | Coast Waters Slight to Moderate : -& ETLTo 1@ 270 :% 2gem 4@‘7\ wnen
R . Ly - i Py By o
. Baguio City e 17°C | Ligttc Mooerete East-Suutheast o T e BT i 48D :@:\ e
P, Rer : ‘ﬁ 8o L 4 EEr .;@ e By SR
Y E Py Yy P T e
| SBMA (Olongapo}! LT 25°C : Lghtio Modeste East H s 28°C | e 25°C @457 .% 257
Ciark Zons {Angeles Cly} ‘E@L"\ a5e0 : Subi Hay Slight to Mederate i a%} 3E -@”‘\. azer il D Tace
Tagayzy City 2370 i Mooerzte East : 0 e AP0 s e :‘“, G
anes T 2@ ™\ nnee 1@ at speT ‘g =, mnee
33 i o L TRy < AR
N foai e T Py
ipa Ciy Cnke 2590 agtii Mogeise East GESDT nhal T 2657
N Ger een PN G WP Gl W Ll
38 Kicies o 48 250
L waPix Y 1 s 77 Py vt
Legazm CHy ZESC T Wooewwie fast 270 @;\ e 2850 s B
' w aae~ o Coask Wates Koderste o o sger - PYLT raee
L i * # 3 ~ ot
se A L iifee e
Buers Princesa City e Sres Lt Moterse East e TN R 25D e 2552 e
: ﬁf@\‘.‘\, s40¢ | Lesste Waes Siight i Moderste '«%' Wooogass -3% T A LA ‘.‘g%?-'-u_.
[y 7 ’ pooedded eqtie 21 Fes ——
“Tiaio Gty BaCOT Siy T W 0 270 gt iloceEe Basto o ERE T S it : L e 2ESTL L i
1& sgeC . Coasiz waners: Slight to Boderate _ ‘ﬁ aqer 34 .& sarn W N gpen
Y P adfee Ty .:§u
Metro Cebu D TG ughty Viedeme East A ZrG il SR o gel e 25
TR qgep | Tumstz Weles Slight lo Moderate ‘%;) Baeg 542 W agen T ngen
dy g fd5ed e ed H’u
Tacloban City i 21°C el dEer il L www. | 250 gl DL
“% 330 B AN N “.%5 kYAl I o KGO
i ! ,#a) M lt;‘u e S h Y v :\n‘:"‘}f
: Cagayan de Oro City st FASC G Lpniie Moosrsie East :”*, 50 s 94T ’% 5 _ 2AET
; P 2490 Coastsl Waters: Slight 1o Moderate DU aden s S 40 i cRgy 3D WS wew
t Poeadie Ny ¥ AR At Py
¢ Yalenciz Oty Do 2100 gl MoosEle Eas Gae  Z0°0 0 g s caee 200 «@3@\ g
- -l E cra e N mec TS I
H . £efAd s siFie RAR {iFdE T
* Metro Davao ii Dacl . Ligiia Modaate East Do 25°C 0 s 25°C Cvume 25°C _@@_ﬁ e
: E q4ep o LoBsts Waem Slight to Muderste : »% 7y M0 ‘@' N a5 a@g\' SPATORE: SR
! ti s ; § o ei¥as il : 4%5 fifes :
Zamboarnga SRy N BEC L Lghirs siaderate East T et P50 mer 25D o 5% ‘W‘:‘ ez
; 1@ ~y gaep | DossEWaters: Siight to Moderatz P 3900 1 W W g sees O qgee
I v - : YT sefee A
LEGEND: "
T i oates, | Party Cloudy fo atbmes I ‘ ;
P afis. o Clear skies R { Cloudy with Rainshowers Neor | Occasions Rars =gl | Rains win Gusly Winds
R DS angor Thunderstonms Pfe e :
: 3 i i ;
T | i Cloudy skies with 5,‘/”-‘4‘ : cale i :
R, | Parly Cloudy Skies : ;| Remshewers andlor Thunderstornd £/ 5, Monsoon Rains ¢ -":jf"}": ; Stermy :
: I [+ ¥eo . Paing e s ;
% 1 Partly Gloudy to at R !
i },‘w: ; times Cioudy with ¢ S ! Ligr: Rains i
| Rainshowers i J

CHECKED BY: §€BJ

/




e

A

A

e
Pioad

R Uty el Th hENE

e,
Sl e

[4)]

~
[

-

i

o

o
h

b

SERIGE OF THE ARMY CHIE

E PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ermail add: sacpa.anmy2ei2@

gmal

t
M

o - Tel no. (§2; 8458508

Loosh G2EE

5

22

5

A% May 2016

By Ma. Ceres R Doyo

Opinion Cohnamst

DESPERATELY  seeking
divine intervention,
Catholic Church parish-
es. religious congrega-
CHinns and varous ;.:i;‘f:ﬁﬁm

are turping 1o ;}1*3}’@;7 .

and fasting in the run-
up to the national elec-
tions on Mav 9.

Given the muek, mud, skme
aud wum being thrown about
during the election campaign.
given the quality of candidates
Tording it over a1 the hustings and
regaling crowds with pies in the
¢y and inappropriate  jokes.
these are desperate fimes indeed.

On May 1. the Gatholic Rish-
ops Conference of the hilip-
pines (CROM president, hocrates
Villegas, issued a “pastorat ap
peal” titled ”?‘t‘ophr}tg of Troth.
Seranie nf Liniry” that uraed vot-
are to Sdizeern (1heirl choicae.”

“Ji1 this nevena of regaries and
ngazees. we claim from the Lord
the @i of a gndly eleqioral o

MUNG AR

. praythatthe

 this

cess said the & chbighop of Lin-

gyen“Wmhthe permission of

the bishops, the Blessed Sacra-
ment may be exposed for public
adoration tobeg the Lord forthe
gift of peaceful elections.”
He told - the candidates:
«pray! Préy-not only to win but
Lovd may show by
.chosen leader for
- hphic pation who

calls off Hirnat the
its national life.”

. . Buteven before the CBCP pas-

toral appeal, some religious con-

- ‘gregations have already been on

their. knees, fasting, praying
novenas and the rosary for clean
Jeitions . and. so thaf. VOIETS
{1d be discerning and choose.

* cxemplary servant-leaders: -
- At the Carmelite monastery It

Lipa Gity, the contemplative nuns
have been praying @ novena to
the Holy Spirit since April 30.

“A povenais a series of nine-day
prayers for a particlar intention.

. “We have been praying daily

- the four mysteries of the rosary

specifically for the elections,”
said . Mother Prioress Mary
Grace Riflo, OCD-

- At the Cubao <lioCese, WOmeR
and men from religious congresa-
dions have -composed common
daily . intercessory Prayers and
“have used them since April 30,
said Fr. Aris 5101, rector of the Im-~

maculate Canepﬁon _Cathedral.

crossroads of

< 0f Maj
-thePhilippine

Page: 4 /

“Yeritas’ prayer
" 87’ Sonia Aldeguer of the Reli-
gious of the Sacred Heart said
her community bad incorporated
the prayers for the elections into
their community night prayers.

- They use the “Veritas” prayer
that came from the Association
' eligious Superiors of
s ‘and its" Justice

. and Peace and Integrity of Cre-

. the “Congregations thar have
.faken to prayer and adoration
"of the Blessed Sacrament for
_theelections.
U egTAsdficion Boromeo, supe-

ation taskforce.

" pmiother prayer composed by
e of the sisters ends with an
intercession for administration
candidates Mar Roxas and Leni
Robredo: -

-A_.‘tdeguer'said a religiotis con-

S ion-in Taguig City on Fri-
“dayheid a2 forum andtnock elec-

qong their mission part-
winners, - Aldeguer
s and Robredo.
ciscan Missionaries
(EMM) dre also among

tior of a Cubao community of

FMMs, said they were also pray-

ey call on voters to choose ‘servant-leaders’

—
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ing the Veritas prayer. The Veri-
tas prayer asks the Holy Spirit
for “divine wisdom and insight”
for the Philippine electorate.

The Missionary Benedictine
Sisters have been also praying
and fasting, said Sr. Mary John
Mananzan OSB, head. of St -

:Scholastica’s - College  Institute
of Women'’s Studies. o

-_-&d_e_hdqg‘:s:émeﬁf;

In his sttement, Archbishop.

 Villegas said; “We encourage you .

‘to pray the rosary every day and
receive Holy Commrunion Starting -
May 1 until May 9. In this novena
" of rosaries and Masses, we claim
from the Lord the gift of a godly
electoral process. With the permis-
sion of the bishops, the ‘Blessed
Sacrament may be exposed for
public adoration to beg the Lord
for the gift of peaceful elections.”
_+.-According, ..t0:. .him; . the
- Catholic”“Church ' has - never.
asked any political candidate 1o -

“Gons,” Famadicosaid. -

‘Servanteaders’ . .
- fn a-two-page pastoral letrer

jesued on Sunday, Bishop Bue- -

_naventura Famadico of San

pablo City urged the Catholic
faithful to vote “sarvant-tead-

ers” and reject candidates be-

Jonging to political dynasties:

el is the day when wecall
prove how we truly love Out.
 country by using our sinigle vote

as -reflection of ‘ourselves and .

ot share in God's saving ac-

 «gelling your votes
votes by candidates degrade into
mutual “manipulation . between
voters . and candidates,” - he
_added, ‘With reports from Tina
G. Santos and Romulo O. Porite,

- fnquirer Southern Luzor

and baying -

seek its endorsement. - a0
“But the Catholic Church has.
always demanded of Catholic
voters that they cast their votes
as an act not only of cigzenship .
but also as a public declaration
of faith. We ask this most

eamnestly of all of you, Catholic

brothers and sisters, in the fotth--
coming election,” Villegas said.” -
He noted that the desive for-.
change was understandable be- .
cause the people had suffered
from “incompetence and -indif- -
ference.” - o _
" “Buyt this cannot take the form
of supporting a candidate whose
speech and actions, whose plans
and projects show scant regard
for the rights of all, who has
openly declared indifference if
ot dislike and disregard for the -
Church - specially her . moral
teachings,” Villegas said. -

|
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Bombing spree averte
with discovery of 19 IEDs

KORONADAL CITY (PNA) -
The military, police, and villagers

prevented what could have been -

a bombing sprée by suspected
New People's Army (NPA) reb-
elsin South Cotabato with the
discovery of 18 improvised ex-
plosive devices (IEDs) in a raid
at the insurgent group’s lair on
Monday dawn.

Acting on tips from vilagers,
combatants of the 27th Infantry
Rattalion seized the IEDs In
a compound they raided in a

remote village of Dumangas in

T'holi, South Cotabato.

Lt. Colonel Benjamin Leanm'

der, 27th-1B commander,, said_

' government {roops recovered 19
L IEDsin Sitio Tabudtud, Barangay. .

New Dumangas believed to be
owned by rebel group.
“Civilians inforrmed 1S about

the presence.of armedamen ma-

A

safehouse, we respondedbut the
armed men were gone,” Leander
told reporters. .
_ Afterathorough search of the
camp, government forees found
the large cache of explosives.
Army and police bomb ex-
perts are now carefully trans-
porting the IEDs to the military
headquarters to prevent any
accidental explosion.
Leander said the recovered
[EDs were Similar 10 landmines
used by communist guerrillas
in South Cotabato and nearby

areas. . -

No one has claimed owner-
ship of the explosives, but the
‘military said these could-be
- owned by conmunist rebels, who
“Have been attacking government
_forces, construction companies
-amd rhulti-national firms in South
“Cotabato. Ul

More troops deployed ;
after school bombings

SULTANMASTURA, Maguin-
danao (PNA) - Police and military
personnel have been deployed in

thistown, eightdaysbefore thena- . .. .2
schools in Barangays Tuka Du-

tional and local glections following
4 séries of bomb atfacks on seven..
public elementary schools to be
nsed on election day.

. Col Ear] Badiao, conmmander
of the Army's 603rd Infantry Bri-
gade, said aoldiers from the 37th
Infantry Battalion backed by
Provincial Public Safety Battalion

have beendeployed i Sultan Mas- .
villages to ensure that =

tura's 13
next Monday's election would be
peaceful and orderly.
Unidentified men fired rifle
grenades, lobbed hand grenades
and strafed school buildings in
seven barangays of Sulten Mas-

“tura, a town not included in the

Cormmission on Elections as hot
spot areas.

"We are securing the villages,
our mandate is to ensure the ar-
eas are safe for voters 10 gxercise
their rights of surfirage,” Badiao
told reporters.

“On Wednesday dawn, ub-
sdentified armed men fired rifle
grenades toward six elementary
schools in Sultan Mastura that
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the poll body will use as voting
centers in the national and loca

glections.
Bombed were elementar

gurungan, Darping, Simuay Sez

shore, Tariken and Tariken Da

(are Center.

The seventh school also &
tacked with grenades at abot
10:00 po. was Tambo Flementaz
School in Barangay Tambo. iy
school building’s ceiling and co:

crete walls were destroyed.

- Asinprevious attacks, BoDOX
was hurtin the Tambo Elementa
School attack, according to Seni
Tnspector Wendylyr Ranico, cht
of the Sultan Mastura mumniciy
police.

Badiao said he has order
the deployment of more iroo
as peacekeepers fo ensure 3
election will push through-

Kurais Dali, Sultan Mastt
election officer, said there w
stifl no declaration of whether
not the town will be placed
Comelec control.

«Not all schools buildit
were bombed, there are still ot
schools that can be used on e
tion day,” she said.

107) 845-2555 Loczh 5285, 5285
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NDFP sees end to insurgency under Duterte

LUCENA CETY-——The chief

peace negotiator of the Nation-.
‘- Democratic  Front  of the .
Pl'uhppmes (NDFP)- is hopeful
that the more than 4¢-year-okd
communist rebellionwould end -
‘once Davao-City Mayor Rodrigo.

Dutérte wins -the premdenual
‘election niext week. .

“ “Because Mayor Duterte has
conmstenﬂy declared the neces-

sity of peace: dialogues with the-

Communist Party. of the Philip-
pines (CPP), New People’s Army

(NPA) and the NDFP to solve the
i based in The Netherlands.

iong ‘standing armed - conflict,

' peace ta}ks wunderhis pre51dency,'

should he win anci become the
next Presmlent willhave a favor-
able’ basm o resume 7 Luis Ja-
1andom said in an online inter-

‘View on Sunday night.-
“with the firm guidance of

the prmmpais of both sides, the
two negotiating panels, follow-
ing the stand of the leaderships

_of both sides, would have a

good basis for finding ways and
means to resume the peace
ralks, with:a common respect

" and strong political will to move

forward,” said Jalandoni, who

Dnterte %:he candldate of Par-

fido Derokratiko Pilipinc-Lakas

ng Bayan (PDP- 11,aban), had de-
clared -that he would -reopen .
peacé negotiations with NDFP -

should he be elected President.

In the INQUIRER's “Agenda of -
 the Next President” series pub- «

lished when the national cam-
paign started in February,
Duterte, Vice President Jejomar
Binay and Sen. Grace Poe cited
their positions on the peace ne-
gotiations with rebel groups.
Duterte, in that series, had said

he would “reengage the peace .
- process with rebel groups.”

The communist Eeadership

has been demanding the release
of detained rebels and leaders
before the resumption of the ne-
gotiation, citing the provisions
of the Joint Agreement on Safe-
ty -and Immunity Guarantees
(Jasig) signed by both partiesin
1995. The government, howev-
er, rejected this precondition.
Jalandoni hopes that under
the prospect of a Duterte presi-
dency, with the mutial willing-
ness of both parties to reopen
the peace negotiation, any mis-
understanding could be re-

< solved. Pelfin T. MallariJr, In-
" quirer Southern Luzon
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CAGAYAN DE OKO CITY-After

" nore than 2 mionth-of negotia-

tions ‘with church Jeaders -and
local government officials, com-
munist rebels on Monday re-
leased one of several policernen
they seized at road checkpoints
they setupin {hree provinces in
Mindanao.

§pO4 Rene Romibe, who

“yrag taken by 2 New Pegple’s

Ay (NPA) unit in Medina,

- "M'is'éi_r_ﬁ_sfdﬁéntai, was freed in

-_Barangay' :-Banglay, Lagong-
1ong oW, ‘also in the same
province. .

as facilitated

P e e
by a cettaint ‘Ka Maya of the

NPA's Eastern _Misamis Oriental

ond NortheasternBulkidnon
* ‘Command and GOv. Yevgeny Vi-
~cente Emano, who received the

‘policeman. . . L
... Rombo 1s. first to be re-
jeased after third-party facilita-

tors, headed by the Philippine

_ Feumenical  Peace Platform

(PEPP) and local ‘government
" officials, coordinated with the

Philippine '« National - Police,

- Armed Forces of the Philippines

an&i_ﬂ}e NPA'.' .

‘responded

Page:

Rishop Felixberto Calang of
the Iglesia Filipina Independi-
ente and PEPP cocomvener said
he was thankfu! for the coordi-

nation of all concerned parties,

and to Emano, who heads the

local crisis committee, for his

- active efforts 1o finalize the ne-

gotiations. o
Farlier, the: rebels -had de-

_ ‘manded a suspension of police

4nd military operations for the

safe passage of the NPA custo-

dial team. The PNP and AFP
by ordering. .2
weeand down” of its forces in
areas identified by the rebels
as their custodial  team’s
routes and venue of the
turnover.

Today, the NPA s expected o

~ turn over SPOL Warren Cofiales
andPO3 Edwin Castor in Bukid-
“Gon and’ Privates:First Llass..
Glenn Austia and Diven Abion

Tawide in one of the Agusan-
provinces, Calang said. .Jigger.
J. Jerusalem, Inquirer Min-
Arveyrin
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'NPA frees
- lawman

" CAGAYAN DEORO CITY
Z A police officer seized last

‘month by New People’s Army
{NPA) rebels was. released in

Lagonglong, MisamisnOriental

yesterday mofring.

7 Genicr Police Officer 4 Rene
Roinbo was turned over by a
certain Kumander Maya to Gov.
Yevgeny Vincente Emant in
Barangay Banglay. .
Rombo was among three
police officers and two Army
troopers seized by the rebels,
who were conducting a road

Biotkade along-the Misamis-
Bukidnon-Caraga’ Highway -

on Aptil 1. ~ Gerry Lee Gorit
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ly john paolc Bencite ue to kill

that soidiers continue o terrorize.” the
group Kahugpungan 52 mga
niong Organisasyon
Caraga) said in a statement.

Cristina Palabay of rights group Kara-
patan, said the adrpinistration had a
grim track record.

“As of March 201

{ORE indigenous people aré being
iled as the Aquino sdministration
armes fo & close. a iumad rights group
aid Monday, citing the death of a ribal
cader allegediv at the hands of the mili-
arv in Surigae del Norte 28t WeEk,
“The Aquino admin tion

ads na

leader killed by military, |

he lumad...in the mountains

Lumad-
sa Caraga {Kasalo-

&. there were 318 vic-

Page: ﬂ

umad claim w

BS Aquing oresidency. 89 of them are ini-
digenous peoples.” palabay said. “There
were 132 victims [
64 from the Bicol region,

The latest victlm was
Datu Arnel Naver, a vocal Mamanwa
cribal leader who opposed &
plan to award an ancestrai Jand
the Manobo tribe in 2013,

from Mindanao. ard
* ghe added.
identified as

government
claim v

e was Tound

-sympassion for the pespie. - et sontine s of sxtraudiciel kilings under the Next page
de Sitio Kalatinggs,
B 230 del Norte on sed them violently, Palabay said.
' e f the victims were IiDOIS The next day,

©'The day before, Datu Arncl was amnong the

Mamanwa who went 1
inggaito get some sweet POLRIOES:
B v as they rested, 10 soldiers if full cor
~gear about 20 meters from them opened i

their farms in S'z_ﬂ_o'-jKalat-
At around1:pm.
; ok

Six

Bessessaid bers of the.
" Datti - Armel’s othet companions—Lino. Man- Philippine
| sumay 25, Anthony Am"ique 55, Esmoter Anrique, civilians and the murder of Nayez,

plinter wounds o0

- “hyried ina sm
i »

irtand dead leaves:

Ty Division. T o L flict affect!
© Palabay said thatiast Tuesday_hpﬁl 26, four farm- groups voiced their disappointment
- ers from Dagami -Isabela were illegally arrested and o bring to justice the
' detainied for allegedly occupying their land being ers and the displacement
‘ a0 del Surigao det Sur. T

claimed by a l'arialora;--l_\&énuel Tio

of Surigao

55, Ropel Anrique, 27, and Binbin Patusa 26, sut-
< ived because they were able to UL Mansumay suf-
s back of bis eft shorl-

; the group Kasalo ‘Caragasaid.
November 2015, the Mamariwa communify in
Sitio Kalatingga were evacnated dueto aerial bomb-
ingsiof the 36th Infantry B_étt’é]ionm?hﬂipjji_ilé Army
T Cthr augmeptation forces from the dth [nfe

sion, I want justice
Kasalo-Caraga believes that

ingsinthearea ..o

berwolves Resour

group said: . -

pressed concern OVer

cestral lands” is the 1eason behind the
:‘.‘.Gigaiqﬁi‘{___.is.';targétéci fox coal ‘mining
eoontes Inc. This s the reasof §
worsening 'm_iﬁtan'zatmﬂ of our commumities; !

ng lumad cominunities afl

ne n Matusalers, Rogelio Gameng, Den-
‘nis Gameng and Repaf® Gameng
from detention but are facing charges of trespass-

were released

LA recent fact-finding Tission found that-pem-
30th and 29th Infantry Bataltion of the
Agsmy were responsible for the strafing of .
: Palabay said.
Narsing Nayer wife of the late datu, told the mis-
for my husband” - o

the “plunder of an-

Tumad kil

by Tim-
o the.
the

Liberal Pif%f wenatorial bet Leila de Tima'ex-
the investigation

of the con-
ter mmilitant
over her fatlure

Killers of three Jumad lead-
of puné:eds of families in.
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We take ﬁor_j_ers
from Comelec
— military

' pines (AFP) is making avail-.
ableits land; sea, and airassets.

Elections (Comelec) transport vote-
‘counting machines (VCMs) and other
paraphemaha tobe nused in the coming
May o national and local elections.

L We. take .orders from them.

g
I

“‘Detoyato; A
(PAO) chief, smd

. “Wewillnotdo zt ot our owr, (these
. missions) are always done with the-
presence of Comelec (representa-
“tives),” said Detoyato, adding that this

% he Armed Foreesof the Phxixp—

to help the Commission on '

it is election aﬂd N

is part of their roie as depunzed agency .

of the Comelec. -
Detoyato said that the military is

currently helping in the delivery of

VCMs and other paraphernaha par-

. ticularly in far-flung areas not served by

' commerczal and logistics companies. |
He, however, ‘emphasized that
Comelec representatwes are
usually present in these mis-

k6 .

AFP___ ready for. =y

sions that started late Apnl

The AFP-PAQ chief went on to say
that: “The Comelec is the lead agency
and we, the AFP and the Philippine
National Police (PNP), are the support
(agencies)... we are atways under their
supervision.”

Comelec Chairman Andres Bautista

“said the poil-bodyis more-prepared.in ..
conducting the May 92018 eléctif)ns ’

compared to previous polls.

“f think if we will compare the prep-
arations of Comelec in 2010 and 2013, 1
can say that we are more prepared now
'in'this elections,” he said in an interview
=t the Araullo High School in Manila,
where the Final Testing and. Sealing
HFTS) of the VCMs was held.

ﬁmshed
“‘Bautista also expects the certi-
ﬂcatwn of the Technical Evaluation
‘Committee for the automated election
*svstem to come within the week.
“The FTS of the VCM, he said, is
-zlready being conducted nationwide to
ensure that the machines are ready for
the May 9 elections.
& -wye want to make sure that the
‘machines are counting correctly.. in
the FTS it is the BEIs (Board of Elec-
“tion: Inspectors) themselves that test
the machines to see if it's really ready,”
e Ba’utista said.
" 'The Comelec in Palawan, mean-
“while, requested the AFP for three

‘Tisekheed C-130 Hercules missions to

bring election paraphernalia to isolated

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAl :?:Ij'?as in Palawan and Pagasa Island.

“The deployment-of the VCMS m} =
‘alFregional hubs, he said, was already

41

These ﬂights will take place on May
3 and May 8 with return flights sched-
uled on May 10 and May 11.

Candidates’ responsibility
As this developed, Manila Arch-
bishop Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle
yesterday reminded candidates in the
May 9 elections that being elected is a
responsibility.... _
- “In-being cahdldates you need to
know that it is-a blessing that comes..
with a responsibility. If you win, it
means you must represent the people’s
dreams and common good,” he said
in his homily at the Manila Cathedral
attended by on 17 out of the 66 national
_candidates invited to the Truthful, Re-
sponsible, Upright, Transparent, and
“Hopest (TRUTH) covenant.: :
7 “You are blessed but’ you have a
great responsibility. Blessings cannot
come without responsibilities. They go
hand-in-hand,” added Tagle.

This is why His Eminence asked the
candidates to know what the real needs
of the people.

“The candidates also need {o study
what are the real needs of the people that
voted for him. "That will go beyond party
politics because we are already talking
about commen good,” Tagle said.

The cardinal also referred to the
wpeoming elections as a “blessing,”
saying in some countries there are gtill
some people not allowed to vote.

“To ys, it (voting) is just ordinary,”
Tagle said.

- “We participate through our vote -
in forging the destiny of our country,”

“said Tagle.

Lrmy Core Purpese. Senving he DEOPIE. SETUTIIY 11T TEme—"
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“We participate by choosing people
who will represent our dreams, our de-
sires, our destiny... because the people
we elect will be the representatives of |
the people,” he added. l

TRUTH covenant :

A mass was held before the candi- |
dates were asked to sign the TRUTH |
covenant, with Tagle as one of the |
witnesses. . |

However, only two out of the five |
. presidential candidates attended the
mass and signing of the TRUTH cov- ?
enant — Vice President Jejomar Binay
of the United Nationalist Alliance
(UNA) and Mar Roxas of the Liberal
Party LP). . %
Among the six vice presidential
bets, only Camarines Sur Rep. Leni
Robredo sent a representative.
A For senator, the candidates present
were Manila Vice Mayor Isko Moreno, |
_former Justice Secretary Leila de
: Lﬁna,.férﬁaérmmgr:ﬁamanmneis
Tolentino, Toots Ople, Rafael Alunan,
Getulic Napenas, Senator Tito Sotto,
Rey Langit, Martin Romualdez, Prin-
cess Jacel Kiram, Risa Hontiveros,
Roman Romulo, Cresente Perez, and
Diosdado Valeroso. !
In the covenant, the candidates
pledged not only to advocate for TRUTH
__in the May polis but also to support and
‘promote the right of every Filipino,
among others. ' Cod
~ “We pledge to strongly admonish. |
our relatives, friends, followers and sup-
porters to desist from using violence,
deceit, fraud and other unfair and dis-
honest practices,” read the covenant.
The Parish Pastoral Council for
Responsible Voting and the Comelec
witnessed the covenant signing.
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_‘The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) is ready to
provide the much-needed muscles
in transporting and securing

| election paraphernaliato far-flung
© areas. .

Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP@}ublié

| affairs officer, said that the AFP,

as deputized by the Commissionon
Elections, can assistin transporting
gecuring - Comelec

antd:
paraphernalia. . ..

- "We are ready to support the
needs of the Comelecto include

. transport and security of VOM (vote

“Detoyato.

" counting machines) and Comelec

officials doing official work,

ByMarioJ.Mallai

e tuke orders from the Comelec

to all matters concerning the
elactions,” he said.
_-Detoyato said that where

_commercial transport cannot

roach, the military is ready o

- provide museles to Gomelec.

He cited an instanced in 2010
when an Army soldier was Kkilled

'ﬁhile-assisting.inthe-transpor_t.of__.__:___ untry. y
o }EQuipped'_With'biandbaﬁd global

~ elaction paraphernalia in Rizal.. ht 1
: * ... .area network, the AFP election

province. .

«Rut we will not do it on our’

own, we are always under the

supervision of the Comelec,”

Detoyato said.
In some far-flung areas,

- Detoyato said that the military is
d to secure.some VCMs. - .

acpa.arm;.@ﬂ‘&@gmai!

s deputized by the Comaléc, o0

com - Tel no, {02) 545-8355 Local: 5235, 5285

(CS

Page:

is actively coordinating with the
Philippine National Police {PNP) 10
enstre peaceful and orderly pells
on May 9.

The AFP set up a centralized
command center in Camp
Aguinaldo to ensure realtime
information from all the major

" nilitary units throughout the

country.

commarid center is capable of real-
time video tefeconferencing.

" Detoyato said that the center
allows AFP-General Headguarters
to closely MONitoT SEL

sgrpund before,
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‘beefed up in La Union

Security beeted up 4 - _ |
after terrorist-type bomb attack -

ersormel from the AFEPNE ad PCG who arrived at this camp for the upcoming polls.
o Partof the atgmenting force will be deployed in Agoo, one of the six areas in La Union
“under the “election watehlist” . " S
“We've been very peaceful here in Agoo but now
re are evil people who waiif to sow terTor in-our
town just for their political gain,” said Rep. Eriguel,
who stopped short-of idéntifying his suspect in Sat-
urday’sattack, .. . G :
Monday's nationial and local electi Friguel, a second-termer, Bas optedl to field his
lowing aterrorist-type bomb attackinAgoo wife: Agoo Mayor Sandra Triguel, as the next repre-
town last Satueday. * " eptative to Congress, instead of seeking a third and
Senior Superiniendent Angelito Du-  final term. Their daughter Stephanie is rurning for
mangeng, La Union Police Provincial Office  the mayoral post.
(PPO) director; confirmed yesterday that His family is a staunch supporter of Binay and
the borab explosion that wounded six peo-  Was campaigning for the Vice President when a
ple in the convoy of La Union 2nd District motoreycle-bomb was remotely detonated, wrecking
Rep. Eufranio Eriguel during 2 campaign  his backup van and wounding its four occupants —
serte-for Vice President Jejomar Binay Eriguel's police escort Semor Police Officer 2 Jack
was a politically-motivated attack aimed - Bapuan; driver Jovanne Cacayuiran; and supporters
- gt eliminating the CONGressmar. -« b . Samuel Ofiaza, and AnthonyCasema. ©
«politics is the motive in this incl A source from Explosives and Ordnance F0 e
dent because the target is Congressman (EOD) said remote-controlied bomb used in the at-
Eriguel,” Dumangeng told the Manila - tackis of the same make as those used by terrorists
Bulletin after welcoming scores of security  in Mindanao.

. CAMP DIEGO SILANG, La Union —
Secarity forces from the Armed Forces:
of the Philippines (AFF), the Philippine:
National Police (PNP), and the Phitippine

e

. DEPLOYMENT—
- Mititary, potice, .
and coast guard
personnet
- depioyed to
~Lalnion to
secure ‘alection
‘hotepols’ gather
at Camp Diego
sHang In San
Fernando Clty,
LA Unlon, upon
thely arrival
yasterday.
(Erwl G. Beleo)
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The sodal-commurity sei*v—.
-e arm of the Armed Forces
¢ the Philippines (AFP) re-

arve ‘command has put'up .

& headquarters to bring the

ree services “Tulong Ligtas”
doser to-urban ‘communities

n Laguna. -

‘The headquarters
“ated along Narraroad, South-

ridge, Barangay San Antonio,

Gan Pedro Cify, Laguna.

More medical missions such
as dental, medical chack-up, -
surgery, livelihood programs’

and seminars are among the
lined up services of the reserve
command, according to Lt.
Col. Francisco Ramos, depuiy

b‘rig’adé;co’zﬁr’ﬁ ander of the-
3015t Technical and Admin-
{strative Service (TAS) Group -

command-Southern Luzon of
 the Philippine Army.

Other services are free hair- -

* cut, circumcision, tree piant-
ing, free training for disaster
_responders ¢ earthquake,
- flooding, fire and r02d
dents, Ramos said.
The concurrent

Battalion

was lo=!

Lt ColFr -0 Ramos and
“teBrs ‘of the Guardian ‘group and
nessman Rogelio Bon Jr., presid

- putltnurban ateas of the vari-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC
Army Core Purpose. Serving the

Association po
jocated along Barangay San
recently.

commander of the Calabar
region (Cavite, Laguna, Ba-

tangas and Rizal) said more

service headquarters afe to be

i districts of the provinces of

(U

e worid-ciass AT

— Email add: cacpa.art

By ED AMOROSO

ancisco Ramo and MSgt Mel Halle

se as they inau
Anionio,

AFEAIRS - Email add: oacpa.armyi’,{m@gmail.
people. Securing the land.

y2012@gmatl.com ~ Te

retived militarymen;-and busi-

ont of the Canlubang Business.
gurated the first headquarters
City, Laguna |

San Pedro
Photo by Ed Amoroso
the Calabar region. .
There is ongoing tatks with
local government officials irv
cluding barangays for the crea-

tion.of the ‘headquarters that -
“can quickly help the military. -

thai Is & S0ouiCeE of nafipnal prae

i no. (02) 845-8555 | ocal: 5288, 5295

ralong with volun<

FP brings service closer to urban c mmunities

agsist the commurity through
‘public service.

MSgt Mel Hallar, Battalion
Sergeant head and spokesper-
sonfor TAS sérvice corrimand,
2aid more volunteers, indi-
viduals and retired military
' and members of the ‘Guard-
jan] company expressed their
willingness tobe a part of the
community service arms of the
Philippine Army. .

- # Individuals and other
volunteers who want to join
fhe military as reservists must
be ready for the training pro-
.gram every weekend. They
21l undergo physical and
mental tests and prepare a
themselves for community
seryices,” Haller said.
" Businessman Rogelio Bon-
1., president of the Canlu-
bang Business n
Calamba City, said he was en-
couraged to join the advocacy
of the military because of the
genuine progiams as wellas to
Tearn, experience and share his
knowledge and effort fo 5eTve
the communitye. o

e
com - Teino. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285,5285

Association iIn
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Pledge Military and police officials: vow towork fora peaceful electton at Camp Daego
gilang in Car atan San Femando City, L Union. CHRISTINE JUNIO

T e
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ByjulleS Ailpala, Inqmrer Mmdanao .

: 'ZAMBOAN GA CITY-—Credit for the release of the
10 Indonesian hostages held by the Abu Sayyaf’
should go to Nur Misuari, foundmg chair of the

Moro National L1berat10n Front accordmg to the

MNLF itself.

Habib Mudjahab Hashim, '

MNLF Istamic Cornmand Coun-
cil chair, said that since the
hostage  ecrisis broke out on

" March 26, Misuari and his com-

manders had worked to secure
the Indonesians’ release.
The kidpnap wvictims—Peter

tria, Bayu Oktawanto Reynaldi
and Wendi Raknadian—were

‘dropped off outside the home of

Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan I in

s Tonson, V Julian T Philip; Alvian ™
- Elvis' Peti, “Mahmud, Surian
“Syah, Surianto, Wawan Sapu-

. hosta’ges' would come out safely,

The Indonemans all crew
members of a tugboat deliver-

1ing coal to the Philippines from

Born€o, were seized by armed
meninthe watersof Sulu, -

- Hashim said the MNLF nego-
tiations with the Abu Sayyaf

were held clandestinely, and the -
“military and police allowed it t6™
happen ' because . .of ‘the big.

chance all 10 Indonesian

“Maas (Misuari) led the talks
with elements. of the Abu
Sayyaf,” he said.

Hashim said the Indonesians

were released for purely hu--
manitarian reasons, and if mon-

ey was involved; no amount

was specified ‘but some  Abu
Sayyaf members wanted to be
reimbursed for expenses. A ran-
som figure of P50 million was
mentioned, but. this was demecl
by the authorities.”

From an undisclosed place

“the 10 Indonesians were sup-

posed to’be broughit to Misuari’s

~home in the mountains of In-

danan town. _

But since Misuari is facmg
charges for allegedly ordenng
the 2013 Zamboanga siege,

they decided to ‘bring the Tn-
-donesians” to _the’ gcve:mor 5
- house,: Hashim said. -

“We are grateful to the Armed
Forces of the Philippines for giv-
ing way, even if they had opera-
tions against the Abu Sayyaf.

'Hashlm gaid.

Jolo town at noon on Sunday.

ernor for opemng h15 home and 3

feeding . the Indonemans o

«Chief Supt.: Mlguel Antomo Jr

-Westem Mindanao police duef .

said they did not know aboutany - «

_negotiatiors: and- iearned only;'
e - -against the Abu Sayyaf. I don't

know if they’ {Indoneszans) will:

file their own,” he saig. v

-Meanwhile; “the’ Depamnent 3

latex -abotitthe reIease

The “former hostages Were'f'_
ﬂown to Zamboanga® ‘where a .
private ‘plane‘waited: to “take’

: “Oﬁ: ‘attenition has been fo-

cused ¢ ont ‘ongoing military oper-

ations,” he said.
- Antornio said the pohce were -

-readymg charges against the ab-

thern to Indonesia; Antomo said.-

" “Negotiadons? think the In-
donesians’ - negotiated” with

“thern (Abu Sayyaf). We' don’t.
“talk about ransom here " 'Anto-
‘o smd
“Twid Phlhppme AJI Ferce Huey :
..hehwpters flew on-Sunday af-
temicion froth Jolo to Edwm An- T
“drews Air Base in this city.

- Maj. Filemon Tan Jr, Western -
Mindanao Command spokesper— 5

son, also denied any knowledge

~of the hostage release.

ductors of the 10 Indonesians.
© “We are going to pursue cases

of Foreign® Affairs; (DFA) on

Monday - said - the govemment

was doing all it ¢ould to obtiin -

the imimediate and safe release o
of all the 19 hostages still ini the ;-
_'_hands of the Abu Sayyaf follow-_ ;
ing the ferror grotp’s. TeCent re- .

léaseof 10 Indonesian hostages. «

lease ‘of 10 Indonesian nation:
als abducted by the Abu Sayyaf
on March 26, 2016,” the DFA

- “The Philippine goverhiment.’
is pleased at the positive devel-:
opments resulting in the safere-

We are aiso thankfui to the gov-

said in a statement ori Monday.
At least 19 people remain in

Abu  Sayyaf hands in. Min--

danao—four of them Idone-
sian, four Malaysmns a Ganadi-
an, a Norwegian, .a Dutch, a
Chinese and seven Fllzpmos
The .. statement  said’. that

“while . intensified operations
Cwere contmumg on theground,

the DFA is mamtaimng c.lose co-
ordination with the fofeign gov-
ernments ‘concerned to ensure
the safe retarn of all the rémain-
mg hostages T
Foreign” Secretary Jose Alw
menc’zras said: the government
was doing all it could. to facili-
tate the rélease of the hostages.
- “The DFA team has been on
top of the. situation since Day

'1,” Almendras said. “I can liter-

aﬂy say that we have not been
sleeping.” With a report from
E{Q‘ella Torres

seal 5285, 5285
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_'.':l AKARTAmAn Indoneman saﬂor told on. :
. Monday how Islamic mmilitants threatened -
to'stit his throat durifig a terrifying kidnap -

ordeal, a day after he and nine other crew
mernbers were released. - )
The sailors were freed on Sunday in Suly
“ after more than'a month in the hands of
Abu Sayyaf militants, and flew back to
Jakarta.
The Indonesians were ‘among about 20

foreigners abducted ity a‘recent Abiu Sayyaf
* kidnapping spree; .and their release camie
" just days after the mﬂltants beheadeé a

- Canadlan hostage.’

. The sailors, who were taken: hostage m’_ﬁﬁ.

. Jate March from a.tugboat transporting a

" coal barge, were reunited with their famii-

Les on Monday after: doctors confmned _
“theywere in good health.:

Crew ‘member Julian. Phlllp descnbed
How they were takenhostage by eight it~
tants -disguised in. Philippine’ pohce -uni-

: forms, who ‘boarded the tug from speed-
- boats and ted: up the: saxlor
i The! barge was . :
" Indonesians were taken to an 1sland ‘and di-
_;_'vzded into .two groups.: They were moved
. every few days to avo;d the mlhtary, thch

:. .haus 1aunched an assault agams*c Abu Sayyaf

“We' ware all stressed out because: they

‘frequently’ threatened to slit ouf throats,”

he told reporters after the 10 were reunited
with their families at the foreign ministry.

However, Philip added the militants did
not hatm them and he thought thatin reali-
ty “they did not want any of usto dieasthey
would not get any money.” He said he did
not know whether a ransom was paid for
their release.

“We were just put in a car and sent on our
way and told to look for the governor's
house,” he said.

“The sailors tiirned up at the: houseof the

..governor in Jolo, a mountainous and jun-

gle-clad island that .is an “Abu. Sayyaf

stranghold.
- Indonesgian Fore1gn Mmzster Retno Mar-

-sudi on Monday dodged questions about
‘whether a ransom had been paid. The Abu
“Sayyaf does not normally free hostages un-

ess ransom demands are met. .
‘Authorides say the group is ‘still holding
least 11 foreign: hostagesmfoﬁr sailors

“from Indonesia - and “four 'others from
‘Malaysia, a Canadian tourist, a Norweégian

resort owner and a Dutch blrdwatcher AFP
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freed Indonesian's

o 1__'JAKARTA,"IndOh’ésia-(AFP) ~Ten Indonesian .
_sailors held hostage by Abu Sayyaf Tsiamic mili-
““tants returned home :Sunday after b@ing_.freed _
in the southern Philippines,
“Her the gunmen beheaded a Canadian captive,
“ about five weeks ‘after ‘being abducted, the
10 tugboat crew turned up outside the house of
‘the provincial governor on the remote Phifippine
istand of Jolo. . e
They flew back
arriving on a private plane at an air force base
“pefore being driven away in @ minibus without
speaking to reporters. I
" tndonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi
said they would undergo medical checks before
Heing sent home. ST
“Our prayers have been answered,” Rah-
“mat Mansyur, brother of freed hostage Wawan
Saputra, told AFP.in Indonesia's South Sulawes!
province. 4 S
. »A few days ago when the Kidnappers be-
 headed a hostage we were very worried, but
¥ now.we heard he is safe we feel so blessed.”

|
|

| Officals did ot say i any rahsom was paid

less than a week af-

to Jakarta fater the same day,

ailors arrive home

for the 10 indonesians. Abu Sayyaf does not
"normally free hostages uniess a ransom is
paid. i -
Tiere has been a recent Upsurge of Kidnap-
- pings in the strife-torn. southern Philippinges,
-and the Indonesians’ release came just six days
after Abu Sayyaf beheaded Canadian tourist
John Ridsdet, for whom they had demanded a
421 -millign ransom. ¢
- Authorities said the group is still holding at
least 11 foreign hostages - four -gaflors from
Indonesia and four others from Malaysia, a Ca-
nadian tourist, @ Norwegian recort pwner and a
Dutch birdwatcher, @
‘HOPE AND PRAY’
provincial governor Abdusakur Tan Jnr on Jolo
hailed the “good news” of the men's recovery
after they were brought to his home by uniden-
tified men during a heavy midday downpour
_On-learning..who they, were, the politician’s
guiards-let them in- and they were fed before
being turned over {0 the police. . ... .. .
“We hope and pray that the others may also
-walk freety away from thei: captors,” Tan saic.
: i3

L
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BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces is not aware
of any negotiation Or ransom
paid to secure the freedom of
10 Indonesian tughoat crewimen
who were released last Sunday by
the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu after more
than 2 month in captivity.

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla said the mili-
tary establishment has been
“fully focused” on the conduct
of search and rescue operations
for Abu Sayyaf kidnap victims in
the past weeks.

«“Fe have devoted full at-
tention to the rescue of the
victims and the decimation of

-the kidnap-for-ransom group in
the island,” he said.

Reports said the owner of
the tughoat Brahma paid P50
miltion for the release of the 10
crewmen who were seized on
March off Tawi-Tawl.

«yye are not aware of any
ransom payments or negotia-
tions to that effect. We are not
also aware of the actual cir-
cumstances of their release,”
said Padilla, referring to the’
Indonesian captives who are

st e e

now back in Indonesia.

The victims were brought 1o
the residence of Sulu Gov. Ab-
dusakur Tan Jr. in Jolo town on
Sunday afternoon. Military heli-
copters were later dispatched
to transport the vicims from
Sulu to Zamboanga City.

Padilla reiterated the govern-
ment’s appeal to all parties not
to give in to the ransom demand
of the Abu Sayvaf. “The payment
of ransom, besides being against
the government's policy of no
ransom and no negotiation with
crirninal and terrorist groups, will
only encourage further activities
of the same nature,” he said.

Maj. Filernon Tan, spokesman

_of the military’s Western Mindan-

ao Command, said the cormanc
is not also aware of negotiations
Of Tansom payment.

He said the military learned
of the release from local gov-
ernment officials when they
requested military aircraft to
transport the victims to Zam-
boanga City. He said the victims
were turned over to the PNP's
Anti-Kidnapping Group upon
arrival in Zamboanga City.
~ President Aquino reiterated

that the full force of the law
would be brought down on
groups that answer only to
force and violence.

“he President, in an inter-
view after his meeting with
Iglesia Ni Cristo Fxecutive Min-
ister Eduardo Manalo in Quezon
City, said the Abu Sayvaf bad
long caused trouble and it is
high time to end the probicm
of the Abu Sayyaf.

The Abu Sayyaf is holding
dozens more kidnap victims in
Sulu, including four Indonesian
and four Malaysian tugboat crew
members who were abducted
in separate incidents off Tawi-
Tawi last month, a Capadian, a
Norwegian, 2 Filipme wornan, 2

“Chinese,; and a Dutch,

The Department of Foreign
Affairs said it is continuously
working for the safe release of
all foreign captives.

The release of the Indone-
sians came 4 week after the Abu
Sayyaf beheaded Canadian John
Ridsdel after the government
failed to pay the P300-million
ransom the group demanded.
— With Jocelyn Montemayor and
Ashzel Hachero '
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- The s’ailors:, who were taken -

hostage in iate March from a
tughosat transporting a coal
barge, were reunited-with their
families yesterday after doctors

confzrmed they were m gaod _
UUtReERr release

'heaith

Crow member Jui:an Phlh})
éescrlbed how they were taken
hostage by eight militants
disguised iri police wniforms, who

hoardéd the tug frori speedboats B
" hotse of Sulu Gov. Abdusakir Tan
“on the reinoteisland of Jolo that

ds.an Abu Sa,vyai qtronghoid

and tied up the saﬂor&,

“The" barge w a:: th.en-'
abandoned, and the Indonesians.

were taken to dan island and
divided into two groups. They
were movetd every few days to
gvoid the military, which has
launched an assauit agamst the
Abu Sayyaf.

“We were all stressed out
hecause they frequently
threatened to slit our throats,”

he told reporters after the 10

were reunited with their farilies

[ UrFIVEUr e AN UITIET T k27 rer @ s

Indonasin $ailors, who were taken hostage by Abu Savyaf Islamic
m.the Phi fppmes get off 4 plane upen their arrival at Halim -

afc the forelgn mmlstry -
But Philip added the militants

did' not harm them and he

thought that in reality “they did

‘not want any of us to die as they

would not get any money.”
He said he did not know
whether a- ransom was pald for

“We were JHSt put in acar and '
sent on our way and told to look
for the governor ¢ house,” he

' sald

’I‘he sailors turned up af the’

“Muim on ragsom -
Indornesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi vesterday dodged
questions about whether a ransom
had been paid. The Abu Sayyaf
does not normally free hostages
wnjess ransom demands are met.
Authorities say the group is

. still holding at least 11 foreign
‘hostages — four sailors from

Indonesia and fﬁur others from

T ey

d: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02}

§45-8555 Local: 5285, 5299

Page:

“hack to.Jakarta.

Madlaysia,.a Canadiantourist, a -

Norwegian resort owner and a
Dutch birdwatcher,

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) also distanced
jtself from the alleged P50 million
ransom,

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr.,

“gpokesman of the AFP-Western

Mindanao” Command
(Westmincom), said the military
has nothing to do with the
reported ransom payment,
stressing they are focused on the
rescué operations.

“We are focused on’ the
‘operations to rescue the kidnap
victims, we don’t know anything

. about that,” he said.

“We stick to the government's
no-ransom policy... we have been
very vocal about that,” the
military official added.

Tan. however, admitied that
there were Indonesians
monitored inthe area before the
release.

“There were Indonesians

~Indonesian hostage
sy JAKARTA ~ An Indoresian sailor
vesterday disclosed how the terrorist
group Abu Sayyaf threatened to glit his
throat during atemfymg kidnap ordesl,
a day after he and nine other crew
members were Teleased.
. The sailors were freedlast Sunday
“in Jolo, Suhy, after ¥hore than amonth
‘inthe hands of the mxhta,nts, and flew

The Indonesians were among about
'-.20 foreigners abducted i inarecent Abu
Sayyaf kidnapping pree;and their
release came just days after ‘the bandit
-~ group beheaded & Canadian hostage

PRI

monitored in the. area hut we digd

not exert effort (for that)
because our main focus is the
rescue operations,” he said.
Tan vowed relentiess military
operations against the terrorist
Abu Sayvaf both in Basilan and
Sulu provinces.
~“Wewill continue to apply

pressurein the operations,” Tan
said, :

The Philippine government, for
its part,said it is pieased with

the safe release of 10 Indonesian |
sailorsas it assured foreign :

- governments that it continues to
work for the freedom of their !

nationals still being held by the :

militants.

C“While intensified operations |

continue on the ground, the DFA |
{Department of Foreign Affairs)

maintains close coordination with

concerned foreign governmentsin :

ensuring the safe return of all

the remaining hostages,” a

Foreign Affairs statement said.

* Mario J. Mallari, AFP and PNA ‘
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*na determined bid to neutralize the AbuSayyaf Group (ASG),
President Aquino on Monday declared that the government
would pursue without letup these lawless elements following

he release of Indonesian captives in Sulu.

The President said the ASG has been causing trouble in the
country long enough and must now face the full force of the law
for their atrocities. '

“] repeat that in our administration, we have talked to those
who believe in the power of dialogue. But for those WhO_%_ChOSE the

. - language of force orwviolence, we must chow the full force or might
_ of the State,” the President said in Filipino following his visit fo th
- Iglesia Ni Cristo headguarters inQuezon Cify. o s

“] am confident that our security sec-
tor, the military and police, will not stop to
bring an end to the Abu Sayyaf problem,”
he added.

The President made the remarks after
the ASG released 10 Indonesian sailors in
Jolo, Sulu after five weeks in captivity.

-~ TheIndonesians were turned overtolo-.
cal officials of Sulu following talks for the safe

release of the hostages. The crew members were abducted
" by the bandits while sailing from Jakarta to Batangas last
" March 26. _ .
" - Meantime, the Department of Foreign Affairs yesterday
. assured that it will maintain close coordination with con-
cerned foreign governments in ensuring the safe return of all
the remaining hostages being held by the ASG bandits.
"= The Abu Sayyaf still holds four Indonesian crew members
ofanother tugboat seized on April 1 in the waters off Sempor-
" nah, Sabah and brought to Sulu.

Also being held hostage by the terrorist group are the
three remaining Samal tourists who were kidnapped along
with the beheaded Canadian businessman John Ridsdel -
Canadiati Robert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad, and
a Filipino woman, Teresita Flor. Other identified hostages

wers a Dutch national, four Malaysians, a Chinese national and six

Filipinos. (with a report from Roy C. Mabasa)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFATRS — EINan auw UEUPa.ary U1 Aggiman i — v N0, (02} 8452

5

5

5

I
L

o

”~
i

al: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Secuning the land.

2/




Army Vision By 2028, & worlg-ciass 4rmy that is g SOUTCE of nangna. pnoe

yi2@gmatt.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local 5285, 5285

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal! add: oacpa.armyz

(+7) May 2016

. ThﬁPhlhppmeshas _c_bx_lfes?;ed Chimi_’g_vast claims

Cin the South China Sea at 2 United Nations tribu-
] iece:0l T atei B _-_"':na"i,'-"WhiChii's'éz_fcpecte'df.to.rule.s'con-;in what many
in i%itedﬁ-zéofélé'rééf was exploited both - believe will be an anfavorable ontcome for Béijing.
ilipino an Chinese fisherren, and was used asa - “ China haé refused to take part in the proceedings,
" bo ' '

bmg range by the United States Air Force until . and there arg_-mjgrrie_s___whether it might respond by

- hington closed sses in the Philippines in 1991. - cementing its island holdings, or even expanding
In 20 nifiese vessels '_éeﬁed:'th‘é:éhbai,i'f@ﬂoﬁ@r’_ing' - them by fortifying Scarboroughi, to0. L

T atense stahdoff with Filipino shipsy 0 ST g s Jay Batongbacal,director of the University of
... The South China Morning Post reported, citingan the Philippines College of Law’s Institute for Mari-

‘anionymous military source, that Befjing will start time Affairs and Law of the Sea, cited historical
- yeclamation work on the shoal later this yearand documents showing the US ceded the shoal to the
may add an'._air'stripf-fo extend the air force’s reach: - Philippinesas partof American administered ter-
Tansforming the shoal into another military out- = “fitory at independence in 1946. This is evidence
"post so close to Manila and the busy Luzon Strait, - that the shoal is covered by the Mutual Defense

- which connects theS h China Sea with thePacific  Treat¥ and thus, the US has an obligation to pre-
O “would be the b3 gestichallenge yet-forthe. .. vent it from being permanently controlted by

" Chinadid not confirm nor dehy the repott. "  CoNTINUED VR
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SCARBOROUGH SH

“The shoal, therefore, represents “ared -
fine” to the US and its alfies, he said. '
. China says Huangyan-lsland—Chinese for
Scarborough—appears on ‘maps as Chinese
territory sterting in 1935. Last week the new
\JS Air Force contingent from Luzon flewsor-
- ties near Scarborough, drawing a mild rebuke
“rom Chinas s ot E T
The Wall Street Journal guoted US officials
as saying that Navy ships canceled a freedom
. . ofnavigation aperation scheduled for April,in
orderto “lower the temperature” in the South
China Sea. AR

US lawmakers want

more naval operations

MEMBERS of the LS Congress are urging the
Obama administration to order more naval
operations in the South {hina Sea.

™ don't know why we are not doing it

OAL AS A RED LINE

alienatingits neighbors and risked "conflict,
instability and isolation,” unless it changed
its approach and clarified its claims in ac-
cordance with international law.

* China’s ‘consensus’ with 3

Asean members questioned

CHINESE Foreign Ministet Wang Yi's statement
that Beijing had reached a consensus with
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia and £ao PDR

on the South China Séa has been met with”

~ some skepticism-—and concern from other
" Asean members.. . o

- Cambodian government spokesman Phay -

" Siphan said ‘that no new agreement with

China on the issue has been reached. Laas
and Vietnam, which is also squabbling with
China, issued -2 joint statement pledging to

 accelerate the settlement of disputes in Hne

" weekly, or monthly,” said Republican Sen.Bob™

Foreign Relations

‘No

Corker,chairman oftheSenate

sy

with internatianal law. They also called for
a binding Code of Conduct to govern dis-
putes, something Befjing fras been reiuctant
foconcluges i

§i_n'gapaté’s senio:r. dip’?dmat Ong .Ke'ng

matter how many and how
@ frequently US ships come to
the South China Sea, that would not

change the fact that the islandsand
~adjacent islands 'are*Chin_}a’s-;mherent o
territory.—CHINESE DEFENSE |

MINISTRY SPO

‘Comittes, noting the US has abolst 60 percent
of its naval vessels in the Pacific region.

Sen, Cory Gardnersaidsending USshipsinto
the area every three months “is simply insuf-
ficient 1o send a strong message to China.”

Deputy Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said such operations wili take place regutarty.

 Blinken agreed with Sen. Marco Rubio
that China's abjective was control of the en-

tire South China Sea. Blinken said Chinawas

KESMAN

* Yong said Beijing may be trying to split the

regional bloc.

“Having [the Chinese] foreigh minister ;
announce that two of non-ciaimant states, -
namely, Cambodia and Laos, have decided -

that they are not going to do this and that,

seems to me like interfering in the domes- -
tic affairs of Asean,” said the former Asean -

‘secretary-general, China asked Singapore to =

clarify Ong's comments. AP ..o
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Ang NAﬂGl;Q.{;UNkN; Panavagans TAGALRG B4 Banst 800
‘-, e VERSUS TAIWAN NAMAN? |
- IslasaBatanes, bantay-sarado Vs illegal fishing
Ni Elena L: #ben o e Conunaﬂd (NolCom} commander Lt Ger. 808 mlang ito. Tto ay para sa ating mga

_ L .+ 7 RomeoTaralgoang pagti’dﬁi(ngwatawat mangingisda,” dagdagniva, attiniyak samga-
. JTBAYAT, Batznes ~ Upang hindi - ng Pilipinas nifong Gabado ng tanghali sa tag-Batanesta tul'uy-ttﬁoyna magpapatrulya
malit ang pagkordon ng mga da . Mavulis Island, kesunod ng pag-awitng saistaang Philippine Navy (PN} at g}uhppine
samgapangisdaanng Filipinas, gayang - “Lupang Hirsrang” atpananalangin. Coast Guazd.(SC.G.). R
nangyatisa Panatag o Scarborongh Shoal - “ Ang purpese g pagttirik ng a6ng Nauraito, iniulat nglang mangingisda
42 Zambales, itinirik ng Armed Forces of bandilaayupangigitang ating soberanya, salugarna tinatakotat binabantaan silang
the Philippines {AFF) ang watawaing pamgs  Vpang malamantg lahatna behagiitong €2 mangingisdang Talwaness, raragsabing
sa tukiok ng Hill 200 saMavulisJsland sa ating bansa,” sebini Tanaldo, at idinegdag ~ angMavulisay hehaging exdlusiveeconomic

Itbayat, Batanes, salayuningigiit angating naiIlﬁWasangmaulitangnangyaﬁ saPanatag ~ ZOTE (FEZ; ng Taiwan.

soberanya sa dulong hilaga ng bans Shoal, neng kinordon ng mga Chinese kaya Ayon sa mga mangingisda, halos

Kasama ang mga mangingisda, ba Lindi Nz makapangisda roon ang mga araw_—argwnangeksem saisla angil_egalna

pang mgga opisyal Ng militar at lokal na Pilipino. pangingisdaroonng mgabaﬂyag‘%,ldmagdag

pulieya, pinangumahan ni Northem Luzan “Determinado tayong protekiaban  na kahitang endangered species na M
. halarnan ay inatangayngmgate.

Kuwento ng mangingisdang si Cyrus
‘Baluca, 52 anyos: “Dafi ang mga illegal
" fighermen dito, mga Taiwanese, madalisilang
itaboy. Tutukan mo lang sila ng patpatng
kawayanfokahby',mmkbOhaPeroimng Triga -
nakaraanataon, hindi nasiia naitataboy.
Kami naang hinahabolrita”

Dagdag paniya, hindi lamang gllabasta
nawawalanngpagkakaldtamk-mdimsisira
1in ang coral reef sa isfe dahil sa flegal na
- pangingisdangmga dayuhan :
Ginalbi narnan ni ltbayat Mayor Reudle
s Y : fhafies na kung hindi asksiyunan ang
BAHAGI NG PILIPINAS Nagtulung-tulong ang mga “sundalo,  pulis;  problema ay posibleng mangyari rin 52
mangingisdz, al residente sa pagtitirik sa watawat ng Pilipinas $& tuktok ng Hill  Beianes ang nangy ayari ngayon s West
200 sa Mavulfis Island sa fipavet, Batanes, upang bigyang-diin ang goberanyang  Philippine Sea, na agresioong insangkinnig
hansa sa islang nasa duiong hilaga ng Pilipinas. - - - . Chimaangfengbahaging Sprotiys: -
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Militaryin all-out bid.

to save Abu hostages

By Florante S. Solmerin
THE mﬂrtary oriMonday said itishel-bent on rescuing all

the remaining hostages of the Abu Sayyaf Group based @
Sulu armid news that the employer of the 10 Indonesian sailors
paid P50 enillion for their saft release on May L. .

Military spokesman Brigadier General Restituto Padilia
insisted the military was not aware of any ransom payment
made by the Indonesian tugboat owner, saying that the state
troopers are focused on frecing the kidnap victims.

“The [military] has been fully focused on the conduct of
mmititary operations in the arca for the past couple of weeks.
We have devoted full attention to the rescue of the vic-
sims and the decimation of the kidnap-for-ransom groups
in the istand. We are not aware of any ransom paymients
or negotiations to that effect, We are not also aware of the
actual circumstances for their release,” Padilla said...

s Thé'I'Q"I'n:dbn"e'sia'n's:-whom'-the ASG.abducted recently

off Tawi-Tawl were dropped off by unknown men Sat-

" urdaynightin front of the residence-of Sulu Gov. Abdn-

sakur Tan IL :

Padilla said they expect concrete results from the ongo-
ing military operations to Tescue the kidnap victims.

“we do believe that the ongoing operations we have
launched since the other week have a profound effect on the
ability of these groups to conduct theiractivities at will. Weas-
sessed that we have made their wosld smaller and in due time

“yyewill come to a decisive engagement to force them 10 release

the rematning hostages they current hold,” Padilia said. .

. He also reiterated the govemment’s no ransom policy

and the military will adhere to . .
~“\e want to end tliis series of criminal acts. The pay-

ment of ransom, besides being against the government’s

policy; will only encourage further activities of the same

‘pature;” he explained.

Page: Al
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Bang the gong for Dlgong?

f EP the }atest surveys up to this pomt are accurate, it's all over but

Ernesto M. Hilario

the shouting for Davao City Mayor Rodrlgo R. Duterte inthe .

pres;dentlal derby o

" Picturehimin your mind at the

T.uneta Grandstandatnoonof June .

30 wearing a crisp Barong Tagalog,

hisrighthandupraised, hislefthand '

resting on aBible, and repeatingthe
ocath of office, with hisfamily—Sara
and thetwoboys, pluswhoelse?—by
{ higside. Then, he prefaces his inau-
[ gureal speechwithaloud, F..._

* magtago na: kayong mga kr:mmal at.'_: .
i mgamagnanakawsakaban ngbayani

or words to that effect.

‘What’s wrong with this p1cture’? '

{ Thatmayhappen, oritmaynot. Af-
terall, anythingcantakeplaceinthe
last five days to Election Day, par-

¢ tcularlyif the other front-running - '
;. candidates. make full use of their :
‘money and. pohtu:al machmery to .

ruscle their way to Malacafiang.
But if Duterte makes it past Sen.

._Grace Poe, Vice President Jejomar .
C.Binay and Manuel A. RoxasI1, he .
_would achieve a first in Philippine .~

political history: he would be the

i first city mayor tobe catapulted to
' -_thehlghestelectlveposatzonas chief .
executive and commander in chlef_ _

2 afthe armed forces: -

3 Duterte’s33+ percehtratmgmthe__ i
; _Iatestvoters preference sUrveys,or .

an 11-percentlead over Poe, may be

"' duelargely to broad support forhis
" 175 countries in 2014.. _
We cannot overemphasxze the’
'_factthatanunstablepeaceandorder:__;

‘core message, which is to wield an

© ironfistagainst crime, illegaldrugs

and corruption.:

‘ VTR T TN Ta S R P

P

'.'.ﬁf"'thai: &espfce the Aguino
" fration’s mantra of daang matuwid

ot straight path, corruption goes
_'unabated from the highest toithe
Jowest levels of the bureaucracy.
Transparency International, the "
“global civil-society orgamzatmn i
leading the fightagainst corruption, -
_ranked the Philippines 95th out of
186 countriesin the Corruption Pér- -
.+ ceptionsIndex for 2015, 10notches -

- That coremessage of significant-
13? reducing crime and corruption
within six months has been ham-

~ mered home by Duterte in“sortie. ..
after sortie, even after his rivals . -

liad a headstart in the campaign

asittookhim a whlle to. make the fle
decision to run. :
... Whileitistruethat hepohceare_ i
-makmgheadwaym thewaragainst * orde a
--iflegal drugs theyhavebeen unable
" to stop or deter murdet, rape, ‘rob- -
‘bery and petty crimes, such as cell-

phone snatchiing. The resultis that

_many ordinary citizens feel unsafe
' and insecure out in the streets and
even in their own homes.

At the same time, it appears

lower than its rank in thé previous

 year. It said the Philippines scored

35/100 in the latest survey; which
" covered 186 countries in 2015 and
. if Duterte becomes preszdent and

g "perhaps calla temporary cease-fire
1o rasume the stall'

adminis=

If Duterte makesit past Sen.
Grace Poe, Vice President
- Jejomar C. Binay and Manuel
A.Roxas Il, he would achieve
“afirstin Philippine political
‘history: he would be the first
city mayortobe catapulted
to the highest elective
“position as chief executiveand
commander in chief of the
armed forces.

e
£

situation and pervasive corruption
will set back efforts to sustain the

major cause of arnied rebellion.
to restore law and

: + erte sadvocacyoffed-
‘eralism, the b_ sicideacfwhichisto
decentralize governance and allow
the various regionstoexexcise real

autonomy. The federalism agenda.

has long been pushed by PDP La-
ban Chairmian Brneritus and former
Sen NenePimentel’ Tt 18 what dis-

{he'rest of the pack,’ although this
requires a constitutional amend-
‘ment that could take time.

“Whatalso differentiates Duterte’s

= :platfonnfmmth eothersishispledge

‘to talk peace with the New People’s
: 'Aa:mv (NPA), which has been wag-
ingan: armed rebellion against the

- government for nearly five decades.
" Founding Communist Party of the

- Philippines (CPP)- Chairman Jose

Ma. Sison has even been quoted in
‘news reports as saying he would
" consider returning to the country

d eace talks

Afmy Core Purpose: Serving the

3
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pecpie. Securing the land.

- momentum of economic growth.
" nieeded to reduce poverty to man«
ageable levels and‘extirpate one..

corriiptionhasover--

iterte spiatformfrom .
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‘The prospect of a political
~ solution to the communist rebel-
- lionis cértainlywelcome. But what
" “could complicate things is Sison
having raised the idea of a coali-
tion government where presum-
ably, the CPP/NPA/National Demo-
" cratic Front would ask to be given
:-.a share of power under a Duterte
administration. .. .
S HGiven Tthe réality that NPA
. strength and political influence
“appearto havewaned significantly
_since 1986, Sison's idéa of a coali-
“tion government atthistime seems'
rather far-fetched and unrealistic
- considering ti'tat the NPA has not
... reached the strategic. stalemate
'stage Where 1t Has achieved parity
ength and can launch
posxtmna warfare against the
Armed Forces of the Phlhppmes
instead of the hit-and-run guerrilla
- tactics it still uses since it began in
#.-1969. It cannotdemand concessions .
- “from the other side wzthout giving: -
- “something in return. A-temporary--
cease-fire, while talks are under
way, would be a sign of good faith
.. on'both sides.
‘But to go back to Duterte.
' If Duterte wins by a wide margin
over his neavrest ¥ival, that willnot
necessarily translate to a “peace- -
" ful” administration. The very fact”
that he is targeting criminals and
the corrupt early on means that he
" will earn theif enmity. The human-
‘Tights community, not only athome,
“butalso abroad will be closely moni-
" toring how the anticrime campaign
" proceeds, as it could very well open
" the floodgates to abuses and bring
. about,notlawand order, butonlythe .
peace of the graveyard and génuine
. fear of repression of the freedoms -
e guaranteedby ourfundamentallaw

: E mmf ernhd@yahoe com
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the west of Pangasinan. The patrol has intensified, as five more
vessels were spotted there a few weeks ago, accordmg to the De-

INCE 2012 a steady rotatlon of two Chinese Coast’ Guard
. vesselshas effectively | blockaded the traditional fishing:.. »
grounds of Filipino. shermen at the Scarborough Shoal t

partment of N atmnai Defense

_ 3'_I‘he"39uth China Mormng Post
(SCMP)—'——aHongKong-basedbroad—
sheet just bought by Alibaba—re-

_cently quoted an anonymous source

--closeto the People 5 leerataonArmy' o
(PLA} Navy that Beijing ‘plans o

start reclamation work this year at
the atoll. The move is reportedly a
reaction to the increasing closeness
of the United States and Philippine
military and would mostlikelybeac-
celerated once the Permanent Court

of Arbitration makesarulingon tbe :

= "fongozng disputes this June.

_ ReclalmmgScarborough Shogﬂ.__ g

“known as Panatag Shoal or Bajo de
* MasinloctoFilipinos and Huangyan
1sland to the Chinese—is allegedly
“considered by Beijing a decisive step
“inChina’sendgameof gaining defac- .
10 control over the vital navalroutes -
. and immense natural resources
- of the West Philippine Sea (South

China Sea).
Beijing says the shoal falls within
its nine-dash claim, asserting that

s YuanDynastymannerswerethe first
* who discovered it in the 13th cen-
i tury s and had exerc;\sed }unsdlcuca Lo

ever sm ce, .

* Chinese onlystarted affixinganame

That assertion has no basis at
all. Supreme Court Justice Antonio

___Carpu) and Dr..Jay Batongbacal of -

of th fPhﬁlppIne:‘s

' hmese mapsfromthe perioddonot

even indicate the shoal and that the

orlcally assomated with

“the Philippines, and has appeared

in 17th-century Buropean maps of
Southeast Asia. Its precise location

‘was determined during the 1792

Malaspinas Expedition, s sponsored
by the Spanish government. And
by the 19th century, Spain already

. .exercisedjurisdiction overitand oc-
" upiedit, cc;nductmgthefzrstformal :
“survey:of the shoal in 1800.

That ownership waspassed onto
the Americans through the Treaty
of Paris of 1898 and affirmed by
the Treaty of Washington of 1800.
Throughout the Commonwealth pe-
riod, the US-Coast Pilot Guides {Us
Coastand Geodetic Survey) reflected .

"Scarborough Shoal in 1ts navigation
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maps clearly within the Philippine
_sovereigh domain and continued .
. throughout since the Philippine
regained independence in 1946.In -
| 1963 thePhilippineNavy evenbom- -
¥ parded and dismantleda smuggler's
base discovered on theshoal. Dr. Ba-
tongbacal argued strongly that no
ofher government action could ex-
 press sovereignty 56 completelyand
convincinglythan said state action. ©
- Bat additiontothe Philippines’s
historical title and" actual posses-
sion, Scarborough Shoal clearly falls
within ourterritory,itsbeing merely
124 nauticalmilesor 260kilometers
away from our shorelines. The UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea—
ofwhich Chinaisa signatory-—gives
the riparian country- the exclusive
" econiomicjurisdiction over 200 nau-
tical miles from its baselines. ‘
. Inthefaceof suchincontrovertible
facts, Besjng should exercise utmost
. yestraint. Anyreclamationwouldbe
2 shavp stab at the Liearts and stom-
- achs of many Filipino fishermenand
suchbrazenmove couldunleashwide-
“spread grassToots OUtrage. *

" E-mall anqara.ed@gmail.com.
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Nobody but Bmay talks
about national security

2. Some government officials
are loudly and shamelessly pro-
G i i claiming dnovarious local and in-
e sl e o cternational fora that they are fully

c.eciha T A"“ﬂ . .committed to stifieinsurgencyang
terrorismwithoutrealizingthatthe
- countryistheonlyonetodayinAsia
- -orprobably throughout the Western
' Worldwithoutaclearly-definedna-
tional security law of its own.

. .This is so because the Ramos

administration on September 22,

1992, naivelyrepealed the country’s

onlynational securitylaw, Republic

¥ T mustbe borne in mind that the paramount obligation of the

1;'government to:draw up a cohesive national security strategy to
[ ‘ensure that the safety and security of the people and tersitory

(air, land and sea) is of the highest priority in all circumstances. .

Yet, none of the candidatesseek-
ing the highest office of the landis
even talking about national secu-
rity, a serious problem that has a’
correlation to the economic life of

. themation;«dn --pa_rticular,--.ané its

‘survival, in general; except Vice
Prégident Jejormar C. Binay and his
running mate, Sen. Gregorio B.Ho-
nasan I1, 2 highly decorated army

coloniel who played an important

role in the 1986 Edsa uprising.
Consider the following: _
1. The country today is riven

by three types of contimiing re<
bellions First; the reformist rebel

youngofficersinthe armed services
whoarethemostdangerous, having

' access to organic weaponry; other
war materiels, and who continue -

quietlyto operateinsidethe govern-

" ment; Second, the Moro separatists

" inMindanao;and third, thecommu-

nistinsurgents, whoare separately
‘and violently stalking the country-
" ‘gide and some urban centérs, of-

-tentimes manifesting themselves
interroristn, ambuscades, political
assassinations, banditry, kidnap-
pings and revolutionary taxation.

Act (RAY1700, otherwise known as
the Anti-subversion Law.

The repeal, in effect, decrimi-
nalized subversive crganizations,
created a security vacuum and saw

.theresurgence of the Moro Islamic . |

Liberation Front (MILF), the expan-
sion of the Comimunist Party of the
Philippinesanditsarmedwing, the
New People’s Army, the birth of
the extremist Abu Sayyaf, and the
intrusion of the dreaded Al Qaeda
and Jemaah Islamiyah terrorists.
What is left in our law books to

_suppréss subversion andrebellionis
_ theantiquated Revised Penal Code,

which, inArticle 147, penalizessub-

- versive and rebellious acts for only

six years in prison and imposes a

finenotexceedingP1,000($21) for
. founders, directors and presidents
of associations totally or partially
-organized for the purpose of com-

mitting any of the crimes punish-
able under the Code.
The new Anti-Terrorism Law, or

‘the Human Security Act (RA9372),
remains untested b_ecause of its se-
rious flaw on the side of enforce-

ment and prosecution of terrorist
suspects. '
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3. The Philippines has now one
of the highest number of armed
rebels (the United States and the
Buropean Union classify them as
terrorists): 15,000 Moro separat-
istsin Mindanao (MILE, AbuSayyaf
and others} and 7,000 communist
guerrilias operating elsewhere in
the country.

They total 22,000 terrorists,
makingthemoneofthehighestcon-
centration of armed combatants in
anypartoftheworld, with theirown
flags, constitutions, territories, and
armed forces, all in violation of the
Constitution. e
. Their combined strength is the .
equivalentof 44 light infantrybat-"

 talionis or more than 50 percent of

the Army’s total strength of 81,000
officersandmen. .~ T

None of the candidates -
seeking the highest office of
the land is even talking about
national security, aserious -
problem that has a correlation
to the economiclife of the
nation, in particular, andits
survival, in general, except

Vie President Jejomar Binay .

and his running mate, Sen.
Gregorio B. Honasan. =

4. The police and military orga-
nizations are top heavy with iden-
tical multilayered command struc-
tures that are complex, confusing
and expensive to maintain..

-l The government since 2001 ..

‘had already spent more than P800
billion for these organizations with
no end in sight to the deteriorating
national security and public-safety
situations. o el

. .6. An enormous foreignand do-
tnestic debt estimated at more than
P5.9 trillion is a critical issue in na-
tional security and public safety be-
cause such a huge liability hinders
economic, growth, ‘creates: serious

" unemiployment, problers Worsens

povertyandhasthepotentialoftrig-

I
I
0
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7. Thecountryisheavilydepen-
dent on Middle East oil. The Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations
{Asean), of which the Philippines
iz a founding member, commands
strategic waterways, likethe Straits
of Malacca, Sunda, Lombokand Ma-
cassar, through which oiland trade
to and from Japan and East Asian
countries must move. _

Philippine laws on combatting

cybercrimes areinadequate. The B~

Commerce Acthasnoequivalent for
the protection of national security.
The Data Privacy Act prohibits the
government from eavesdropping on
_private electronic communications

~without a court order, yet private .
" individuals can intrude into gov-

ernment web sites and invoke the
. right of information: .

The'Natio'nal-Defe_r;s.e College of
the Philippines (NDCP), with the

' encouragement of Vice President .
Binay, isnotidly and passively wait-
ing for the situation to turn worse.

After the demise of Executive Or-
der 269 that created the Commis-

sion on Information and Commu-

nication Technology on June 23,
2011, persisted in its cybersecurity
thrusts, by conducting the Forum

..omn..Cybersecurity . Awareness and.

Collaboration (October 26; 2011);
the Cybersecurity Forum-(Febru-
ary 27, 2012); the Seminar Toward
ICTDevelopmentand Cybersecurity
Enhancement (June 8, 2012); and
the Cybersecurity Enhancement
Workshop (June 11, 2012). These
are investments toward the estab-

555 Local: 5285, 5285

_ lishment of the envisioned Cyber-
et e Bl Ober

geringpoliticalandsocia_lupheavals. E

It may be true that poverty does
not turn poor people into instant
terrorists, but a weak country, _be«
set with lack of directionand un-
bridled corruption;iis vulnerable

When the defunct CICT shut .

down, the NDCP’s Cybersecurity
Institute started to take off, With
alumniwho arewellversedin cyber-
security, the NDCPhasthepotential
‘to becomé, not just a national, but

“also a regional center of excellence

incybersecurity education, training
and practice. :

To reach the writer, e-mai cecilio.ariflo@
gmail.com, : :
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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BAYANIHAN IN BATANES Il NOLCOM hoisted PH flag in Mavulis island

amp___ quing, arlac — The Northern Luzon Command in cooperation with Civil Society

Organ'szation Vélunteers (CSOV) conducted a two (2) day Commumty Relation (COMREL) activi ty which

“started Aprit 20-30at ltbayat and Mavulis Isiand, Batanes:
The highlights of NOLCOM activity in Northern part is the placing of Philippine Flag pole followed with the
Fiag Raising Ceremony at the creak of Mavulis Isiand, Batanes which took place on the second day (Aprit

30).

Mavulis Island is the farthest [sland of Batanes located 40 nautical miles from (main istand) Basco,
Batanes, 20 nautical miles from Iltbayat Isiand and 80 nautical miles from Taiwan.

in the message of Lieutenant General Romeo T Tanalgo AFP, Commander NOLCOM (CN) he expressed
his advocacy in preserving our Maritime Territory,

“We placed and raised our Philippine Flag here Mavulis Isfand, the farthest isfand of Northern Luzon to
mark our sovereignty over our marftime territory. .. this is our duty fo protect and serve our nation”.

The two (2) day Civic Action activity of NOLCOM formally started at ttbayat Central School {Apri: 28) with
a Medical and Denta! mission, tree planting, gift giving of fishing equipments, dialogue to the populace on
Maritime domain and awareness and distribution of school materials to the community of itbayat Island.

ltbayat tsland is one of the six municipalities of Batanes with almost 3000 population occupied in five (5)
Barangays.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

The patriotic activity of NOLCOM and the stakeholder from Go Share and Black Pencil Project ere one of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) IPSP Bayanihan program bridging the gap of peace and order
and promoting the solidarity of the Filipino people for the National Maritime security.

Go Share and Black Pencil Project are non- political, non-sectarian organization that composed of
doctors, lawyers and businessmen who has passion in helping the least fortunate in isclated places like
Batanes.

Lisutenant General Tanalgo said, "The people in Itbayat Island is worth dying for... you're been part of
national security in protecting and preserving our maritime territory”.

During the program for youths Patriotic Gifts were distributed to the Kids, Infants and Youths which
includes Teaching Kits, 1000 pcs School bags & supplies for Day Care - High School, 1000 pes
Stippers, 1000 pcs Raincoats, 5 pcs Soiar Panel Sets, 2 set Multimedia & Educational Set. 4 Cemputer
Sets, and 500 pes Soft Toys,

Meanwhile, Patriotic Gifts for the Elders were also distributed which includes 1000 pes Raincoats, 1000
pcs Slippers, 1000 pcs Long Sleeves, 1000 pes Flashlights with Batteries, Assorted Fishing implement,
Assorted Farming equipment, Life rings, Life jackets, Philippine Flags Generator Set and Solar Pansls.

The Bayanihan activity was made possible thru the partnership of LGU Batanes, Go Share, Black Pencii
Movement, Klasrum ng Pag-asa, Nautyloose Divers, 7" Marine Bde, CASH&1303D0OD, 1CRG, SEG
Batanes Det, NFNL, TOG2, 1AD, CHS and PCG.

PRE-BIDDING Il DND sets Php38.5-M for Lot 2 of C-285M add’l integrated
logistics project - . _

Camp Aguinaido, Quezonn City~ The Department of Naticnal Defense (DND) and Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) have allocated Php38.5 million for Lot 2 of additional integrated logistics support project
for its brand-new Airbus Military C-295M medium transport aircraft.

Money will be sourced from the AFP Modernization Act Trust Fund.

Lot 2 refers to the procurement of 74 line items of aircraft spares as additional integrated logistics support
for the C-295M aircraft.

While Lot 1 involves the procurement of 47 line items of aircraft ground support equipment as additional
integrated logistics support for the aircraft costing Php40.2 million.
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The guiding principles for this project shall be based on affordability and sustainability while conforming to
the requirements of the Philippine Air Force (PAF} in furtherance of accomplishing its mission.

Bidders are required to deliver the items within 60 days from the contract effectivity.

They should also have completed within five years before the date of submission and receipt of oids, at
least two contracis similar 10 the project,

Pre-bid conference is on May 4, 10 a.m. at the DND Spacial Bids and Awards Committee at DND
Building, Camp Aguinaido in Quezon City.

Contract for the three C-295M is worth Phpb.3 billion.

PAF’s Mactan-based 220th Airlift Wing is the unit tasked to operate and maintain the latter aircraft which is
used for transport missions.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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