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' By Eni(a Sauler

Your days before Election
-Day, Trillanes filed a plunder
“complaint in the Office of the

~were allotted a budget of P708
‘million " in 2014 for their
salartes,

L ATve unmasked him for who
he really is,” Trillanes, a vice
presidentiat c:andzdate, saidina
.press briefing at. the Magdalo
headquarters in Quezon City.

.- “This is the smoking gtui. This
will open the floodgates for other

NOLETUP Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV files a piunder and malversation
complaint against Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte over the alfeged
hinng of l 1,000 ghost employees by the city government. RAFFY LERMA

ing gun is COA_
0 ghost workers

‘Ombudstnan against Duterte; a
-presidential candidate; over the:
aﬂeged ghost employees who -

: DAVAO Clty Mayor Rodngo Duterte kept 11,000
‘ghost employees in the city notorious for extraju-
- dicial killings and summary executions, az:cord
ing to Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV

pieces of evidence. Mayor Duterte
is a fraud and his corrupton has
been caught 1 hope thic will en-
lighten our countrymen who have_ _

‘beeniooled,” the senator said. -

The basis for the complamt
was a 2015 Commission on Au-
dit (COA) report questioning
the Davao City government’s
hiring of 11,000 contractual
employees without a written
policy.

The COA report said that
with the identification of per-

-sons to be hired resting on the

PLUNDER/ A20
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DUTERTE - REUTERS
modus [operandi] s thay of
Vice President Jejomar Binay,”
Trillanes said. “You believed me
when I investigated Vice Presi-
dent Binay. So why doubt me
now? I have not releasged any

and. corrupt; it's: up to you
“have not been teriss
ing who he is,” Trillanes said.

Oldnews =~ =~ -~
 ThatDuterte hired thousands
of contractuals is old news.

unfounded information.”

expos'? :

The INQURER ran on June 22, will w ik for

contractuals and the COA report
questioning the practice as it

‘would open the possibility of pa-

tronage politics because of the

alieged lack of a hiring manual.
Duterte said at the time that he

would hire three times ag many

<contractual emplayees as the ex-

isting 17,246 if only to keep the

ity clean, safe and orderly.

- *In the government, we don't
add . plantilla - positiong every

_ year and Davao City is one of the
biggest cities in the COUNLry, so,

we hire coniractials,” he gaid

-~ then in reply 1o the COA report.

Garbage collectors :
“The P708 million (that the
GOA questioned) is part of the
dty’s operational expense, Tm
spending it on contractual workers
from garbage collectors to drivers,
to intelligence operatives roaming
around the city” the mayor said.on

 “You ‘dom’t expect plantilla
workers to collect garbage, do

©~ you?” he asked. “And garbage
.+ collectors ‘are working 7 the
E ity on three shifts.” -

- _“Iam the mayor, I decide how
much I spend and how many
will work for the intérest of the
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The feisty Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago was hack
in form and hitting at the survey frontrunnel Davao

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte while expressing real fear of

mde read election cheating and the iivolvemert of
the Uk Gezlt}:aﬂmﬂhiaepf-e %.gmwx (CIAYinthe

cloctoral fray to ensure that the e presidentd !
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Hitting at Duierte, without
nmentioning him by name, Santiago
pointed out that the Davao Mayor
not only has close links with the
(}ommumst Party of the Phitippines, -
Whose leader is Jose Maria Sison-
and the CPP's armed Left, the New

has a,is'o stated that nder a Ditterte ©

admm;stratmn he will give Joma -

Sison a Cabinet portfoho

Sammgo spoke of the po~31b;11tv
of the 814 meddiing i inthe elections,
with il interit of Zotting a Philippine
presidént who will do the US biddirig,
s it appears to be well: pleased with
President Aquino, who. it is believed
was supported by the US during
the 2086 presidential polls.

1t il be recalled that even
before the voie count was
unfinighed, the US ambassador then
rushed, over to then presidential

. People s Army (NPA)-bui ghat he

candidgte Aquinoto congralute him |
on-hisvictory: The 2010 polls were,

2 tight-contest between EraP
—Estrada and Aquiono. -

Mm;amfearsmdescale cheai:mg

+] 4par very much that there
waula‘f)e wide scale cheating during
the eléctions.” Santiago said after
her speech pefore students of the
Univ eisz‘q of Sanfo Tomas.

Shé pointed to the links of
presidential frontrunner Duterte to

“the CPP and the NPA; adding the

Tinited States’ CIA may have A hand -
in what may happen.

“W have an NPA candidate. Will
the CIA allow to have the 1S Filipino

_ candidate, that this candidate of the

coramsnists will win?”Santiago said.

Sh# also gave Poe a broadside,
saying that Sen. Grace Poe's
husbagd is with the C1A.

Pogls hushand Neil Llamanzares
is bt]liaan American citizen, as he
08 & natiural born American, having
been §w:m in that country. He also
served n the US Air Force. There

_added. .

was also an online report that
Llamanzares worked in a spy
organization Iinked wit h the CIA.

Joma “favorite friend’ of Duterte

“Tt appears he is a favorite friend
of JoMa Bison. We all know that
here in Manila, the'NPA is divided
into pro-JoMa and anti-JoMa,”
Santiago satd.

that rmght explain why he has the .
gupport ‘of leftist”groups,”

The NPA is resortmg to

 intimidationand threatin Samar to

push forthe candidacy of Duterte

" and sengtorial bet Neri Golenares.

The Armed Forces -of the
Philippinés (AFF) confirmed the
incident of intimidations and threat
in two municipalities in Samar but
did not name the politicians.

At @ press briefing, Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla Jr., AFP
spokesman, said that the military
reported two separate incidents

nvolving . communist _rebels m_

Motiong and Matuguinao towns. .
Paditia did not name the

" national candidate bemg pushed by

the NPAs,

“In the spirit of our non-
partisanship, we will not mention
the names of the candidates,” said
Padilta.

Sourees, however, said that the
NPAs were campaigning for Duterte

“and senatorlai candldate ’\Iers-'.-'--

“Colraeriares.

Duterte is knownto have cloqe
ties with the NPA and the
Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP). In fact, exited CPF founding

‘ChairmanSison has expressed

interest to return t¢ Manila if
Duterte wins the presidency.

Padilia said that more or less.

20 NPAs hauled around 30 residents
of Barangay De-it in Matuguinao,
‘Bamar, all of whom were political

leaders of & mayoralty candidaté;
Around 15 fully-armed NPAs

Mfhehas a. pmJoma approach -
“provapted residents of barangays

she Qatapi, Bunga, and Malobago in

were also seen in Barangay
Candomacol, Motiong Samar
campaigning for the candidacy of a
presidential candidate and a
senatorial candidate,

“The group of rebels threatened
to execute barangay officials if their
endorsed candidates lose in their
respective areas,” said Padilla,

Padilla said that such incidents

Motiong, Sa.mar requested additional

AFP. -

“Prie’ AFP has responded to

these reports and continues to

‘thonitor threat groups including the
NPA that terrorizes our corminities
inthe ground,” said Padilla.
Pictator’ Duterte facing coup
rixnors in Philippines
Arti-establishment Duterte’s
rollicking ride to presidential
favoritism has triggered warnings of
a coup should he win next week's
election, with opponents branding

hima dmtator in the makmg

] _.tamultuous democram since m;iiiona

of people took to the sireets to
overthrow Ferdinand Marcos in
1986, with a succession of leaders
having to guell military unrest and
one president pusted in ancther
uprising.

Truterte is enjoying a double-digit
lead over his rivals ahead of

‘Monday’s presidential election; but
“hé has crested enemies with vows

to embrace communist rebels and
threats to abolish Congress or
create a revolutionary government
that eould rewrite the constitution.

“The moment he tries to declare
a vevolutionary government, that is
also going to be the day he will be
rernoved from office,” Sen. Antonjo

“Trilianes, a former navy officer

famous for leading failed military

“prisings in 2003 and 2007, told
Agence Frarice Presse (AFF} on
" Wednesday. -
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*This guy has no respect for If you visit a dictatership like North  Cristo members.

democratic institutions.”

Trillanes said some in the
military were “sirongly averse” t0
Duterie’s longstanding ties with
communists, and that the regction

“aould be violent.”

Comununists in the thppmes'
are waging one of Asia’s longest-
running insurgeneies, withfens of:
thousands killed since thé rebeliion:
began in 1969. Dozens still die edch’ '_
year as ‘the communists retain -

support among the pook. -

~Duterte has ruled the 'n'ia‘]or".

southem gityof-Davao, which Wwas

Zioneof the cnmmumst hot spo‘{q S

~ mayor-for ‘most nf the past two
: _decades ending violence there by

forging close ties with the rebels:

He has vowed to offer -

communist led dels posts in his
government. . o
He has aldw ra:sed deep fears

shout the ride of Jaw under his -
presidency, promising to kili téns of

thousands of criminals and pardon
himself for mass murder.

e T80ME. 0O ASIONE, while
camp’m{nmg Dutsrte hag hoasted ..
~about-wanting to sel Op. 2.

dictatorship, and praised Marcos,

but other times said the opposite.
Dictatorship fears

President Aquino, whe islimited

by the constitution to a single term

of gix vears, has spoken out

- repeatedly in recent weeks about
- his concernisthat Duterte could tum_ o

: ntoa dmtator

“Now that Wé are’ free peop}e

who act like dictators sre the ones

in the lead,” Aquino said on
Wednesdsy, as he warned the gains -

of democracy were injeopardy.

- Sepatar Poe, tied in second
‘place with administration candidate
‘War Roxas is about 10 percentage
points behind Duterte. on Thursday

- joined the growing chorus.

“His own words are a preview
of what will happen to our country.

Korea, evervthing looks well. But
many are hungry and too terrified
to contplain,” Poe told reporters.
Ashley Acedillo, another coup

plotterturned-jawmaker, told AFP
that a “miitary intervention” was
likely under a Duterte presidency.

C«The urmed forces will stand
-tIue 10 its constitatmnal duty to
pro’t ect the peop]e and the: s%ate,
he said.

based seeurlty analyst Rommei

The ex-coup pl otter & wammgs' _
- avenot bluster, accordmg to Manila:

‘a8 .Duterte'

gm ernment that is verv unstable e

;'Banlam told AFE -

Duterte - has gameﬁ support

across all sectors of society by
fashioning himself as an anib-
establishment politician who can
achieve guick fixes to-deep- -rooted
_problems such as crime and
“poverty, secordingto analvsts
He has promised {0 endcrime
within six months of his prestdency
-y ardering Security forees to go on

“He has been accused of runting
vigilante squads in Davao that have

. killed more than 1,000 suspected

criminals. At times ‘ne has boasted

wbout his involvement but on other

aeeasions denied any links to the
- death squads.
Iglesxa NiCriste endorses
 isterte; Bongbong .

endorsed the candidacies Duterte
and Sen. Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos . for president and vice
president, respectively, for the May
9 elections.

Aecordingtoa report onEagle

“'News, the official online news site’

- ofthe Iglesia Ni Cristo, on Thursday,
" Duterte and Marces’ names were

" contained in sample ballots that

were distributed to all Iglesia Ni

_the salaries of soldiers and troops.

1glesia Ni Cristo, with its
membership of close to two milfion,
is known to practice blo¢ voting
during elections.

With endorsements in support
of nationzl candidates coming from
various political entities, partylists,
and even faith-based groups in a-
matter of days before elections, facts
ard figiires from previous elections -
prove sl these have kad minimal
effects on voters' actual choice.

~8ocial Weather Station’s Leo
Rando §. Laroza claimste have data
filesta prove that-different groups’

" endorsements only served

candidates for local positions.
“Uotersvote according to thet
personal choice and conscience,’ -
Laroza said in an interview at his™
office in suburban Quezoen City.
He said voters are less likely to
be convinced by survey resulés. He
said only 2 percent of the voters

" who took part in previous surveys

kllhngsplee asweii asmcreasmg "

agmitted being convinced by trends
in surveys made by agencies like
SWS. )

= TPRERE jgno bandwagoneffect to

“gpeak of while voters whe SUpPOTE -
“underdogs orthose-whofare poarly

in surveys are alsc minimal.

“They cross out each other,”
Laroza said. Their data also
conclude that voters decisions are
based on what they learn from
political advertisements, news
reports, family members, and

- neighbors::

The “giésia NI CI‘IStO has---

Asked- how he Iooks ai; the' )
coming May § national ¢lectiohs as
of Tuesday afternoon, Laroza said
it is still anybody’s ballgame.

It will be recalled presidential .
candidates have reportedly paid
visits “to leaders of faith-based
groups hoping to get the needed
endorsements usuaily announced a
couple of days before the actual
yoting. With Marie Mallari, Gbaﬁ:e ¥
Hanalo and AFP
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secure polls in

Tamic Liberation Front (MILF). By JOHN UNSON stay in the ARMM until a few
The MILF earliersaid itwould who will augment the police days after the elections.
fonitsforces to efigirethat  force in the ARMM. In Pangasinan, an additional
om sormel and teachers These police -officers will 293 persorinel from the regional
ould perform their duties with- | | - B

it sécutt ity CORCEITS. - '

4§l May 2016 Page: 50

CAMP SIONGCO, Magu-
indanao - The Army's 6th In-
“fantry Division (ID) yesterday
-activated a 1,000-member task
force to-secure Central Mind-
_'f.'anao','incluc’iiﬁgjﬂié_are el

tifiedaselection}iét%pots_;f.-'i S o6 to ARW mo
.. Col. Romeo Brawner, 6th I - Off tOAR _ m e
c_}ﬁefgof—staﬁ,-_headé--Task'Fofce -+ Meanwhile, 3 send-off cer
'Cleari, Honest, Orderly and ‘emony was held yesterday for:
Peaceful Elections ox CHOPS. over 100 Calabarzon (Cavite,
" Brawner and his men with Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Que-

“their combat vehicles, tanks and zon) police officers to be de-
motorized watercraft will oper- - ployed to the Autonomous
* ate under the supervision ofthe Region in Muslim Mindanao
Commission on Elections (Corm- (ARMM) for the elections.”
elec), said Major Gen. Edmundo Superintendent Chitadel
“Pangilinan, 6th ID commander.  Gaoiran, spokesperson for the
| Pangilinan said the task™ Calabarzon police, said the.
. force would coordinate with the police officers wotild join their 5 o
ioint ceasefire committee of fhe ~colleagues from Central Lu- . A military official briefs members of Task Force CHOPS at Camp
government and the Moro Is- 20T, Bicol and Ttocos regions

: Siongco-in'Maguindanao-yesterday. e . SEHN UREON

e

office arrived yesterday to aug-
ment the 2,041 police foree.
Superintendent Jackie Can-
delario, deputy provincial di-
rector for operations,: said an
additional 493 police officers
from the national headquar-

' ters were expected to artive in
the province this week.

" Meanwhile, the Central
Luzon police has been placed
on full alert since Wednesday
for the elections. -~ =

Chief Supetintendent Rudy
Lacadin, Police Regional Office-3
director, said police personnel
doing desk work at the regional
headquarterswouldbe deployed
to various polling precincts to
maximize police visibility on
clectior day.— With Ed Amoroso,
Cesar Ramirez, Ric Sapna
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_ NPAleader, 6 others
GOVERNMENT forces ayrested a high-ranking
official of the New People’s Army (NPA) and §if
of-his companions at & checkpoint the other
day in Agusan el Sur,

_“Capt.-Joe Patrick A Martinez, spokesman of the

h A:rmfs#th'lnfantry Division, jdentifed the PA leader
“as Ricatdo Manilly sliss Ka Joker. . .. i
 The rebels WeTE arrested at_a police and ‘military

Fheckpoint in Bgy. Remedios, Tgperanza toOWD-

. -The NPA 1eader_.wi11'be facing mrultiple charges —
~murder, arson; TODDETY and homicide ~ he commit-
“ted in Caraga regiogian hig more than 40 years ©
senseless aymed struggle with the rebels.. -~
+:. Raidoker gained potoriety for alwavs evading gov-
- ernment Ar00pS ‘ahd Had: attacked -the Carmen Town
T4l twice n the past, killing policemen and wound-
“ing other aiithorities.
Manili is the present commander of the Sub-Re-
gional Clommitiee 3 of the North Central Mindanat
Regional -Com:;!ittee (,NCMRC) and concurrent sec-

. The report said the rebels were on Hoard an un-
registered Staref «van when they were flagged down
by the military angd police- -

" They were senrched by the suthorities and jmme-
digtely Manili was ;dentified by oneé of the soldiers.
I _Re,cnvered from NDA rebels were three handguns,
& Tamig grendde; plasting.caps, holsters and items with
highi“intelhgence velue which are grave iolafion:o
election gon ban. Zaida delos Reyes-Palanca
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'RODRIGO Dutértes rollicking ride to presiden-
tial favorifism.as an antestablishment polit-

s e Wat "gé;‘cjf"a-{':dup"-Shbuld

. Thie ‘country has ‘endured a ‘nimulttzous

democracy since millions of people took 1o,

" tHe streets o overthrow dictator Ferdinand -

Marcos in 1986, with a succession of leaders
‘having to quell military unrest and one Pres-
ident ousted in another Uprismg.. - A

Duterte is enjoying a double-digit lead
aver his rivils aliead of Monday’s presiden-:’
tial election, but he has created enemies -

with vows to embrace ‘communist rebels
and threats to abolish Congress or create a

“revolutionaty - government. that could ..

rewrite the Constitution.

" “The momenthe wiesto dec
tionary government, that s also going tobe
the day he will be removed from office,”
Sen. Antonio Trillanes TV, a former Navy

officer famous for leading failed military ~
in 2003 and 2007, said on.

uptisings . in 20¢ _
Wednesday. “This guy hag no respect for
democratic institittions.” = b

- rillanes said some in'the military were
~ “strongly averse” 10 Dutérte’s Jong-stand--

ing ties with communists, and that the reac-
tion “could be violent.”.
{Communists | in - the

' waginig ore of Asia’s longest-running insur-
gencies, with tens of thousands killed since

“he’ win next week’s election; with opponents .

o-declare arevolu- ...

f?’:'liilw'ippinés ‘are

_the rebellion began in-1969..Dozens still

die éach year as the cominunists retain sup-

port among the poor. R
Duterte. has ruled

uled Davao City;. whlch was

" oneé-of the communist hot $pots, as mayor for

friost of the past two decades, ending viclence
there by forging close ties with the rebels,

‘He hasvowed to offer communist leaders
' postsin his government. -

‘- FMé'has also raised:deep fea:ré'about the

- rrle of law under his presidency, promising

to kil tens, of thousands of criminals .and
pardon himself for mass murder. '
On some cccasions while campaigning
Duterte has boasted about wanting to set
up a dictatorship, and praised Marcos, but
other times said the opposite.. .
Dictatorsinthelead’" .

©President Aquino has spoken out Tepeat-
edly in recent weeks about his concerns
that Duterte could turn into adictator. -
“Now that we are free, people who act
Jike dictators are the ones in the lead,” the
President said on Wednesday, warning that
the gains of democracy were in jeoparcy.
- Ashley ‘Acedillo, .another coup plotter-
‘urned-lawmaker, said’ that a~ “military =
intervention” was likely under a Duterte
presidency. “The Armed Forces will stand
e to its constitutional duty to protect the
people and the state,” he said. '
" The warnings are not bluster, according to

the salaries of soldiers and troops.

secxirity analyst Rommel Banlam “We !

will face a Duterte government that is
very unstable;” he said. - -
. Duterte. has - gained

ment, politician, who  can achieve

quick fixes to. é_éep-_rooted_ prob-"

Endcrimeiné6months

e has promised to end crime .
within six months of his presidency
“by ordering security forees to go on

a Killing spree, as well as increasing -

: Support -
“4eross all sectors of society by fash- -
" joning himself as an antiestablish-

lems, such as crune ‘and povetty,
_according to analysts. . '

" He hasbeen accused of running
" yigilante squads in Davao that have
~ killed more

than 1,000 suspected
criminals. At times he has boasted
abput his involvement but on other

occasions denied any links to the

death squads. AFP
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The Wanila Tumes

FOUR days before the Tocal and -
national elections communist

New People’s Army (NPA) guer- -

rillag'in Samar province in the Vi-.

sayas have started harassing people

and threatening to harm them if
they will potvotefora presidential -
anda 'senatoﬁal.candidat'eiw_liam:
the rebel group is sdpporting, the
military reported on Thursday.”
" Reports reaching the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP} headquar-
ters in-Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon
City, said two separate incidents of
intirnidation involving the NPA were
recorded since Wednesday.
According to the reports, about
20 heavily-armed rebels hauled

Te-it in: Matuguinao, Samar, all

of whom were political leadefs of

a mavoralty candidate.

In Barangay Candomacol, Mo- -
" the 47th Infantry Battalion success-

tiong, Samar, around 15 fally-armed
guerrillas were also monitored
campaigning fora presidential can-
didate and a senatorial candidate..

cials if their endorsed candidates
lose in their respective areas.
Further reports said the residents

~in B;rangagr-(:alapi, Bunga and
* Malobago in Moticng requested .

sdditional AED presence dueto the
NPA members in the area,” Col.

|
|
!

- e —

Noel Detovato, chief of the AFP
public Affairs Office, said.

. Headdeil that the AFP has respond-
ed 10 these reports and continues 1o
Honittor threat groups nduding the
NPA that ferrorizes the cornrmumities.

. “Meanwhile, Detoyato said that
“as-part of the AFP's rission 1o
+ provide security suppott and assts-
" {ance to the Commission on Elec-
tions (Comelec) inthe implemen-
‘fation of election taws, rules and

regulations, various military units
are at present active in providing
convoy escott, patrols, clearing

- and security operations and joint

checkpoint operations with the
Philippine National Police.

around 30 residents of Barangay: £ This ds primarily 1o ensure the

) " safe delivery of election equipment
it different voting areas acioss the..
country,” he explaned.

 Meanwhile, security forces from

fully delivered to San Francisco, Puro,

- Tudela and Pilar towns of Cebu 97
“Vote Counting Machines ot VCMs,
“haliot box body and fop cover, bat-
 fery kits and four Consolidation and
Canwassing System (CCS) kits.

"No untoward incidents were
reported in all the operations that
we have conducted to secure the
Jelivery of election equiprment,”
Detoyato said.. .

FERNAN MARASIGAN
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. ‘Danag, Patikal, Sulu.

R : A Tan said the vietim, who was re-
. The Armed Forces of the Philip- - portedly in good condition, and her
ines (AFP) Western Mindanao Com-  mother boarded a fasteraft enroute to

mand (WESMINCOM) Thursday said Zamboanga City, ..
s Chinese national held by the Abu 1t was recalled Yebong Chen and
Sayyaf Group {ASG) for two years has  her mother, Diana, weré abducted on
heen freed in Sult. - coiwoss May 22,2014 by 10 armed men clad
¢ " Major Felimon Tan, AFP WESMIN-.  in Philippine National Police (PNP)
- COM spokesman, said Chinese pational  uniform inside the Dalby Video Bar
Yehong Chen Lim was freed Tuesday 'ow?ﬂed by the victims Jocated in Isa-

morning in Patikul, Sulu. bela, Basilan.
Lim, who is a daughter of a videoke Tan said focused military operations
bar owner in Basilan, was releasedby continve in Sulii to pressure the bandit
the group of ASG sub-leader Hairula  ~ group 1o releasé the remaining kidnap
: Asbang to her mother in Barangay victims they gtill hold. -
r :
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Dinukot na mag-ina sa Basilan,
pinalaya ng Sayyaf =

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Pinakawalan ng Abu
Sayvyaf ang dalawang bihag nito mafapos Ng halos 2
taong pagkakabihag sa kabandukan ng Sult province
sa maguiong Autonomeus Region in Muslim Minda-
nao (ARMM). - . B .

‘Nabatid na pinalaya ng grupo ni Abu Sayyaf sub-
Jeader Hairula Asbang ang mag-inang sine Dina Ira-
harq ‘at anak na si Yahong sa Baranigay Danag sa ba-
yan ng Patikul kamakalaws lamang.

Nagbayad g P300,000 ang mga biktima kapalit
ng kanilang paglaya_'Nabatid nanoong Mayo ng na-
karaang taon sila dinukot sa Basilan at dinata sa Sulu
lung saan sila inago. ' : S

Sumakay ang mag-ina sa isang ferry s& bayan ng
Joloat nagtungo sa Zamboanga nang walang kaalarm-
alam. ang Western: Mindanao, Command. Ngunit
anumpirmanaman ito g pulisya sa Sulu, subalit hin-
di naman masabi ng mga opisyal kung bakit hindi nila
apad natunugan ang paglaya ng mga biktima.

Kamakailan lamang ay pinakawalan rit Dg Abu
Sayyaf ang 10 Indonesian Crew members ng tugboat
Brahma 12 na dinukot ng mega rebelde sa karagatanng
Tavwi-Tawi na kabilang s& mga lalawigan g ARMM.
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" AFP condemns ASG for releasing video
of Ridsdel's heheading on social media

By ZAIDA DELOS REYES-.
" PALANCA

THE Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP} vesterday condemned the Abu
Sayyaf Group { ASG) in releasing the
video of the bebeading of Canadian
national John Ridsdel on social me-
diz as it assured the public that its
doing its best to let the baudits ac-
.countable for what they've done.. .
i AFP gpokesman Brig: Gen: Restituto
.- Padilla ‘said they will-contimue:to work to

for their action. .

Tn Bne with this, Padilla appealed to the
public not to dignify the propagation of the
video materials. :

The statement was made in reaction to
the 51 seconds video of Ridsdel's behead-
ing that was nploaded on the Internet.

. Meanwhile, the Palace reiterated its com-
mitment to rescue the remaining hostages
-being held by the ASG.

... Presidential Communication Secretary

Herfirio Colotha Jr. said Président Aqui-

- fio, in-a stateineént Iast"we’ek;ﬁiwed that

“secare the safety of the hostages who are the “fill resources of the State are being
T 1o the hands of the bandits.s. - . brought down on the ABGT. . T s
“Wp gre aware though that this have' “Car primary hjective is to rescue the
¢otne outand we condemn them tothe high- hostages and ensure-the safety of our civil-
pst extremes and your Armed Forces will - 12D popuiation,” ‘Coloma quoted the Prest-
continne to work 16 secire the safety of the dent as saying. . ... ST
hostages who still Yemain in the hands of The ASG i still Holding Canadian Robert
these bandits,” Padilia said. - - Hall, Norwegian Kjartan Selddngstad and
He assured the public that the AFP have Filipina Martéss Flag, who along with Rids-
ot stopped its operstion against the ben- del were kidnapped from & resort in Samal
dits until the bandits are held accountable Island Jast September. With Efren Montano
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JTF-NCR to secure M

ay 9 polis

gy ] jEFFREY Q, the JTF-NCR will be de- tion is another challenge
~ TIANGCO ployed to five police dis- for us cupm&ermg the
tricts and perform elec- expected increase inthe

DIRECTOR Gen. Joel .

Pagdilao disclosed the
deployment of Joint

Task Force-National .
Capital Region (JTE:

tion duties: . .
He assured that the
deployed personnel are
all ready and have
enough training to se-

mumber of voters, How-
ever, what g vital iz we
are prepared as early as
now to make sure that
gur voters will be confi-

NCR) composed of po-. - cure the-conduct of the dent of theif safety when
licemen from Nation- . scheduied May © pélls ~theycast the votes comes
al Capital Region Po- wherein the public will May 8,7 Pagdilao said

lice Office (NCRPO);

es of the Philippines
(AFP) 0 ensure -se-
* cure, safe and fair con-

duct of Monday's elec-

tions. o
Pagdilac, who led the

send-off ceremony, said

vote and elect both na-

task foree is also-one way

‘& government’s desire to

i

promote public engage-
ment and a chance to
draw the police and mili-
tary closer to the people.

ol K orthcomin‘;g\alec;

[ ~

During the send-off,

Special ‘Action Force' - tional gitid local leaders of Pagdilao  &lso ehal-
{(SAF) and soldiers the country. - lenged the deployed
from the Armed Fore- - He added that the joint ~ personnel %o let the

public feel that they are
eafe from any election-
related incident-of vio-
lence and their votes
are secured and pro-
tected by making their
presence felfc w1 w7

3

%
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New soldiers take

gaths and arms to

protect PH in Bicol
. 1 RUEL SALBICT - - e

CAMP ELIAS ANGELLES, Pili, Cama-
Fines Sur — After the six months of vig-
orous Lraining. 80 new recruits took their
suths as soldiers of the Armed Foreces of
the Pailippines, here, last Wednesday.

Praring the vath-taking ceramaony, Bu-
ceau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Reglon 3 (BFAR-SI Director Dennis Del
Socorro led the entrustment of firearms
viles to the new soldiers, who pledged
only 1o Bse e 1 maintaining the se
curily of thie country.

el Sururre elicouraged Lhe neuvplivie
soldiers to luse {hen service Hrearnis as
well as e jobs s poblic servantls.

‘Plie No. | amisher in the Candidate 00 0

soldier Course Ulass 380-15 was Privale
Cristian Jay Vo Gabuya, # graduate ol
Criminotogy aud son of a retired Musler
sergeant.

Phe balel's Noo 2 i Terier Carwash
Boy from Pilal Sorsapob Pt e
Ernelbert B, kstreras wiule e MU S in
4 licensed leaviior - Pvi. Vesar Ramires
Bolis. 1L

—
|
i
i
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Police, Marines seize guns, .

grenades in Maguindanaoraid

COTABATO CITY — Joint police
and military forces implementing
“Oplan Paglalansag” vesterday
seized firearms and grenades at
the house of @ wanted man in
Upt, Magaindanae. © o
.. Armed with arrest warrdnts,the
rajding team composed of elements
of (Crimiinal Investigation - and

DetectionGroup in the Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao (CIDG-

ARMM) and §th Marine Battalion X

Landing Team, went to Purok Pag-
asa, Barangay Bugabungan, 1o arrest
2 certain Rogue Diaz.

Based on the arrest warrant

issued by Regional Trial Court
Judge Bansawan [brahim, Roque
was in possession of high-powered
guns and explosives. .. ...
Rogue managed to elude arrest

bitt & search on his house resulied
in the recovery of one 12 shot gim;”
-acal 45 pistel, ammunition and
“two ME-2 fragmentation grenades:
./ -Charges for violating Republic
- Act 10501 or the Comprehensive Law

on Firearms .and Ammunition
Regulation Act and RA 9516 or Hlegal
Possession of Explosive are now

being prepared against Diaz, who'

is believed to be a gun for hire. PHA
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DA, DHD ink deal for
cloud seeding operations
THE Department of Aggiculture and the Department
of National Defense forged an agreement that will
ensuie the assistance of cloud seeding experts and
the use of Philippine Armed Forces aircrafts in the
cloud seeding operafions. ... - o :
The move -aims to -further sirengihen ithe cloud
_ seeding operations in the country, particularly in the
covinces suffering from dxoujh_t _ i
DA Secretary - FProceso Alcala ané DIND Secretary
Woltaire Gazmin signed the memerandum of agree-
ment. : : - B B :
Agricaitur Undersecretary Emerson Palad said
the DA has also fully ntilized 115 Cruick Response Fund '
worth P370.08 million, w ich has been allocated to the
affected regioms. .- .~ B P
Prior to the MoA, The DA’s Bureau of Soils and
Water Management has deployed ajrcrafts to seed
clouds for rain in identified vilnerable agricultural
arcas and watersheds 10 minimize the impact of El
Nifio to crop production. Cory Martinez
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YOGY AKARTA, {ndonesia—Indonesia; - Indonesia, and attended by foreign minis-
Vialaysia-and the Philippines are 10 laynch . ters and military commanders.
| _ioint'-:patr_dl 1n their waters after a recent The Sulu and~Celebes seas are used
“surge of kidnappings by a radical Islamnic . as passage of 55 million metric tonnes
‘group, according to an agreement struck -of goods and over 18 million people per
R Cyeats s o
-decision’ 10 patrol “the - Sulu -and .~ The three countries’ also agreed to set
<eas, which together form:a key wa-. ~up 2 hotline to communicate faster during
ween the three countries, COMES - emnergency situations, slmprove coordina-
after the southern Philip- - tion:when giving assistance 16 people and
Sayyaf beheaded 4-Cana- Ships in distress as well as intensifying in-
: Ve, i e gt formation and intelligence sharing.
- Abu Sayyafgz gs have earned many mil- . - “We recognized that threats from armed
Jions of dollars from kidnapping foreign- :Tobberies against - ships; kidnapping -and
{“ers and locals in the region since the early - other +ransnational crimes if not addressed
\. 1990s. i e * appropiiately can undermine the confi-
!

__T_eﬁﬂlﬁdonééiéﬁ':sailors were abducted.off - dence in trade and commerce in OUr re-

‘the southern Philippines by Abu Sayyaf in - gion,” Marsudi added.

March; buf Teturned home last week after - “Authorities say the Abu Sayyaf group is

| ‘being freed. still holding at least 11 foreign hostages—
“We will undertake coordinated pairol four sailors from Indonesia and four oth-

\. in the maritime areas of our COMINOR com- . CIS from Malaysia, 2 Canadian tourist, @

\ ‘cern,” Indonesiat TForeign Minister Retno.: Norwegian resort owner and 2 Dutch bird-
| Marsudi said after 2’ meeting initiated by: watcher: . S R
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Phl, Indonesia
to launch joint
sea water patrol

. YOGYAKARTA - Indonesia, Malay-
sia and the Philippines are to launch a
joint patrol in their waters after a recent
surge of kidnappings by a radical Islamic
group, according o an agreement struck
Thursday. L

The decision to patrol the Sulu and
Celebes seas, which together form a key
waterway between the three countries,
comes just over a week after the southern

Philippines-based Abu Sayyaf be-
headed a Canadian captive. =i o

Abu Sayyaf gangs Eave_earﬁed many
millions of dollars froti kidnapping for-
eigners and locals in the region since the

o Ten Indo"neSian's'ailbr'sf'y&é:éébd.ﬁ&éd |
off the southern: Philippines by Abu

Sayyaf in March, but refurned home last
week after being freed. - - . .

“We will undertake codrdinated patrol
in the maritime areas of-our common con-
cern,” Indonesianforeign minister Retno
Marsudi said after a meeting initiated by
Indonesia and attended by foreign min-

“isters and militaty commanders i

The Sulti and Celebes seas are used for -
the passage of 55 nillion metric tons of
goods and over 18 million people per vear.

The three countres alsc agreed to set
up ahotline to comirunicate faster during

- emergency situatiors, improve coordina-
tion when giving assstance to people and -
ships in distress as well as intensifying in-

formation and intelligence sharing. - AFP
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After hostage

facmgIS ‘thi‘e at’? | o

siw " Gtate group from Syria and iraq? -
g e - The Philippine government has
- ANTLA, Philippines (AP) insisted the IS stiil has no presence
- Months before Abu in the country’s south, homeland of
Sayyaf militants beheaded  minority Muslims who rose up foseek
. retived Canadian mining & separate statein the early 1970s.
exocttive John Ridsdel in the tropical In his first remarks foliowing Rids-
jungles of the southern Philippines, d_el’skiiﬁng‘,'PresidentBenigno Aguino
they showed him pleading forifeina I whe is left with two more monthsin
video with three ofhier hostages that  office,rana history of the Abu Sayyaf’s
demanded a record-High ransom: . ;. - brutal attacks, describing itas a gT0UP
~ The scene was all 100 familiar i - of outlaws and vowing “t0 devoteallmy -
a Southeast Asian nation that has. energies toward ensuring that, at the -

struggled with ransom Kdnappingsby  Very least, thiswillbe a very seriously
+he Tslamic militants for years, except degraded problem.” '
for two things. - . S «gven as it poses as a group of
In the video that appeared i No- Islamic freedom fighters, the Abu
vember, two black flags with Islamie  Sayyaf has behaved as criminals
State group symbols were displayed by focused on enriching themselves Dy
the heavily armed Abu Sayyaf fighters taking hostages for ransom,” he said,
“in'the backdrop of Tash foliage. Then .. describing them as. gpportunists who
after 4 deadline for ransom japsedon  ‘want {6 “align themselves WithISISto .
Monday, they killed the g8-year-old gain access {0 fhe funds ard resources
Ridsdel —instead of waiting patiently ~ 0fISIS.”
for the money as the rriostly impover- " Perrorism experts, however, be-
- ished rural fighters have done in the lieve that akey Abu Sayyaf faction and
past. oo “i7 atleast twoother small armed groups
* ghoeked by the ‘Gutcome, Tmany in have goné beyond pledging aliegiance

the largest Roman Catholic nation in to the Middle East-based jihadis on
Asia are asking if this is same handof video and have struck ‘a new alliance
militants the governmenthas jong dis-  under the IS flag: '

missed a8 ransom-seeling bandits. 05, - Some foreign militants from Ma-
has the Philippines fallen into a grow- laysia, Indonesia and the Middie East
ing list of countries that are now grap- helped forge the warion wader an over-
pling with the gpread of the Islamic ~ all leader, Tsnilon Hapilon, a veteran

et
v
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Filipino militant who was among those
who founded the Abu Sayyaf on southern

Basilan Island in early 1990s, said Rodolfo

Mendoza, a retired police general who
helped lead ¢ounterterrorism efforts.

It’s not yet clear if the foreign mili- .

tants, three of whom were killed in
“military offensives last year and this
‘year, were IS fighters or synipathizers
-who wanted to recruit Filipinos into

the 15 foid accordmg to the Phxhppme
_nuhta

An Nevemben Abu Sayyaf gunmen be-

N heade& a Malay51an hostage despite on- i
* going ransom negotiations. It ‘happened .
while Manila washosting an Asia-Pacific

Ecohomicé Cooperahon sum;mt attended
by world leaders, mcludmg President

Barack Obama and Malaysian Pmme
Minister Najib Razak.
Another armed group, Whl{:h has

brandished the IS group’s biack flag -

in southern Butig town but is not yet

known to have joiried Hapilon'’s alli-
_ance, recently posted a picture online

of two kidnapped villagers in orange

garb before they were beheaded as
“suspected military spies. It's the
first known instance local militants
" dressed their captives in orange as
1S extremisis do.

"inciudlng daring attacks on thiee

‘that captured 18 Indonesian and
‘Malaysian crewmen starting last

ternationally that they deserve the :
' serious’ recognition of mother ISIS,”

" Anunusual surge in kidnappmgs '

| tugboats in and around the Sulu'Sea

month, along with recent behead- -
ings, may be a way by the emerging .
bloc of militants to dramatize their
capability and brutality and convinee ;.
the IS group to fully recognize them
as an affiliate entitled to funds and’
training support, Mendoza told the
Associated Press. ©
Earlier this month, an Abu Sayyaf 3
ambush'in Basilan killed 18 soldiers
in the military’s largest single-day
‘combatloss so far this year. -
“They're now able to project in-|

‘Méndoza said, “The kidnappings that
‘they doshouldn’t only be seen as plam :
'bandm'y”
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K afler the beheading of a Cana-
- ctimby t! :

. &hransom, the Abu Sayyaf was in the
" news again. It released 10 Indonesian seamen

it had seized aboard a tughoat off Sabah Tast

- vowed to devote all
before h steps do

ps down from office on June 30..

brotherin:law repor

the Moro National ‘Liberation Front to continue

1" 'the South. -

oo In 1994,
. Philippine Army {er b0
that killed 71 The next year,

yyaf was blamed by th

tanit group reported

ctor said he did
paid for the Tn- -
ryaf had carlier

I Flot from a resort

s energy to crush the group:
" Judging from the record, however, it-does not .
" Jook like the government is close to crushing the .

 Abu Sayyaf which has been operating since the

ountains of Sulu and in Basilan .
ands. In the 1990s, Osama

| bin Laden’s brothe ¥ dly funnelled
oney fo the Abu Sayyaf which had split from

bombings in Zamboanga City
- it raided Ipil, Sulu,
g 53 After its leader w killed in 1998,'the’  we'continue to hope that new government efforts,
2 dly began kidnapping rich
_ _____ieijg_x_iei—s_;:'ergransqmiijnqx;éy to fund its opera:’
 tions. Around 2003, it appeared fo have renewed -

_:_1ts_-;§t{eoldgicél fer'vdr_aﬂd' tdok responsibility for
the 2004 bombing of a ferry in Manila Bay that

- killed 116 people. ... . _
© 102006, the military launched a major offensive
- and three high-ranking leaders were killed. Run-
ning Iow on funds, the militant group is believed to

have turned once again to kidnapping for ransom.

T.ast September, 2015, the Abu Sayyat kidnapped

 Canadians John Ridsdel and Robert Hall, Norwe-
- gian Khartan Sekkingstad, and Filipina Marites

i ot Samal island in Davao Gulf.
tbeheaded Ridsdel seven months later. .

Aside from the three remaining Samal hos-

tages, thie Abu Sayyaf reportedly holds today.a

* Dutch national, four Malaysians, 2 Chinese na-
tional, and six Filipinos. Foreign ministers of the

" Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia are due to
meet in Jakarta this week to seek ways to secure
ey shipping routes between the three countries.

" -Asfor the kidnap victims, President Aquino bas

declared that the Abu Sayyaf has caused trouble
i the country Iong enough and must now face the
full force of the law.

_ ‘fighting for increased autonomy for Muslims in - It'has been over four decades since Philip-

e TS0 pine military forces - at
~of American Special Forces — sought to stop the
Abu Sayyaf. They have not had much success, as

one time with the help

-geenin the continued reports of kidnappings, but

perhaps in coordination with our neighboring
-eéountries, will find the sotution that will end the
l_ﬁdnappings, beheadings, and other atrocities.

OFFICE OF THE AX g i
OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2itz@gumail.com —~ Tel no, (62} 845-8555 Local: 5205, 5285
W hds cdll Java 3

I -
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing th

2

¥

L¥ 5 v




rmy VISISn.

v 2026, & worla-class Army that s & sourc

~e of nahona’ prde

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PU BLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com T

Tl no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

0{, May 2016

bea'ch volley cast

The countrys most decorated
beach volleyball player, Jovelyn
Gonzaga, will see action-in the
2016 -Philippine Superliga (PSL)

Challenge: LCup -beach wvolleyball .
tournament-starting “Saturday at -
Sands’ at SM By the Bay in Matl

of Asia;

A former'natzonai team member_" N
who-has vet to lose +in .a major

beach volley tournament, Gonzaga

will team up with another grizzled -
" confidence koma: kaya nya akong

veteran in Nerissa Bautista“for
RC Cola-Army in this competitive
battle bankrolted by M By the
Bay, Petron, Foton, Accel, Mikasa,
Senoh and Island Rose with TVS
as official broadcast partner.
Despite coming off a two-
week break, the comely Gonzaga
vowed to bring her fighting form,
especially.since she.will-be. pltted

agammst’ a“figid’ overﬂowmg w1thj-
-talent and experience. 2 -
“It will be a very tough battie,"

sald Gonzaga, who started
coliecting beach volley crowns as
earty as 2009 in some commercial
tournaments in Boracay.
“Nakikita natin na hindi basta-
basta ang mga teams. And we

need towork double-time because
Tiwe just came: frOm_ A Ewie waEK
break, o hindi talaga sya madali. .

All teams are very strong.”
She said the biggest blocks on

their path could be Foton and F2

Logistics,
The Toplander will parade sand
specialists Cherry Rondina and

Patty Orendain while the Cargo

Movers will be banriered by reigning
champion Danika Gendrauli with a
new partner in Aby Marano, who is

- -akready feeling the pressure inwhat
she:billed as the most competitive
-and most serious’ battte in her young‘

beach volley career.: :
- “Ang laki ng pressure especnally
since ‘most of ‘them are beach

- volleyball players telaga,” Marano
said., “But since I'm teaming

up with Danika, nandun ang

madala as a teammate.”
Gendrauli's partner when she

" won last year's crown, Norie Jane

Diaz, will be campaigning for
Philippine Navy together with Pau
Soriano while Petron XCS will be
bringing in the veteran tandem
of Bang Pineda and Alza Maizo-

--Pontillas;:making-this-four-week.

tourney a wide-opeén race with no

~io clear-cut favorite. =
Other players sesging actmn

are Florence Madulid and Pauline
Genido for Philippine Navy-B;
Maica Morada and Ces Molina for
Petron Sprint 47; Vhima Condada
and Mary Grace Berte for Cignal
Team Awesome; Jeannie Delos
Reyes and Genie Sabas. Tor RC

““cola=Army-B; Aileen Abugl“and

Princess Listana for Accel Quantum
Plus; Jasmine Alcayde and Angelica
Dacaymat for UE-Manila; Shaira
Hermano and Niella Ramilo for
Mapua; Bernadette Pons and Kyla
Atienza for FEU-Petron and Aprit
Ross Hingpit and lonafer: San
Pedro for Meralco. -
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ORLINE REWS
06 MAY 2016

®
SAFE 2016 Il EMC now ready to ensure safe
conduct of May 9 elections

MANILA — The Davao City-based Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC) announced that all its units are
now ready fo ensure the safe conduct of the coming May ¢ elections.

Major Ezra Balagtey, EMC spokesperson, said they will be doing this intcoordination with the Commission
on Elsctions (COMELEC) and the Philippine National Police (PNP).

The EMC is tasked to secure Region 10, 11, and 13 and parts of Region 10 and 12.

“On several occasions, inter-agency meetings were conducted between the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, PNP and the COMELEC to fine tune election security plans and preparations that will create
an environment allowing the people in the mentioned regions to cast their votes,” Balagtey added.

Aside from the synchronized troop deployment between the EMC forces-and PNP, the readiness
requirement includes the activation of election monitoring action centers and guick reaction teams at all
levels. .

EMC facilities and equipment were also readied for utilization if the COMELEC so requires.

www.dwdd.com
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RESPECT THE DIGNITY OF LIFE | AFP ask
Citizenry Not to Spread ASG Video

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City ~ The leadership of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
has asked the help of the citizenry not to help in the propagation of video materials from the bandit group
Abu Sayyaf.

&

According to BGen Restituto Padilla, AFP spokesperson, “We respect the dignity of life, we respect the
privacy of families,” and the spreading of this video materials wili only dignify the cause of the bandit group

and their Kidnapping and terror activities.
Padilla stressed that the AFP continues operate to secure the safety of the hostages who still remains in

the hands of these bandits in the southern part of the Philippines.
~ Last April 25, the ASG continued with its threat of killing Canadian John Ridsde! after their ransom
deadline lapsed.

Just fast May 3, the bandit group released a new video containing renewed threats of beheading on their
remaining three hostages taken last year from the Island Garden City of Samal in Davao Del Norte.

In the video, the remaining Samal hostages, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad, Canadian Robert Hall and
Marites Flor, Hall's Fifipina girifriend, are shown sitting on the ground on what seems to be a coconut
plantation, with six gunmen standing behind them.

“We have not stopped, we have not let up with their on-going operations, and we will not cease doing this
untit we have been abie to make these personalities, bandits, criminals accountable for their actions®
Padilia added. AES / MCAG

www.dwdd.com
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NEW THREATS | Abu Sayyaf Bandits to
Behead Hostages Anew

MANILA (DWDD]) - The bandit group Abu Sayyaf has renewed threats of beheading another of their three
remaining hostages taken from the Island Garden City of Samal in Davao Del Norte last year, just over a
week afier they beheaded & captive.

This was the message contained in a new video uplcaded on YouTube Tuesday, where Canadian Robert
tHall pleaded “To the Philippine government: Please stop shooting at us and trying to kil us. These guys

are going to do a good job of that.”
Meanwhile, Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad said that “if the demand is not met we will be executed like

our friend John [ Ridsde] was a few days ago” .

One of the abductors reminded of the "lesson” of Ridsdel’s killing and avoid delays in negotiations.”
ThePh;hppme gcv.ér.r"amér.l.t has 'iﬁtensiﬁed operations in Joio, Sulu to “neutralize” the ASG and has

reaffirmed its stand that they will not negotiate with a group it considers a terrorist organization.

This was the stand stated by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau who said that his government would
not negotiate with the kidnappers.

Aside from the Samal hostages, the bandit group is still hoiding four Malaysian and four other Indonesian
saitors, as well as a Dutch birdwatcher abducted in 2012. AES /| MCAG
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