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fraud-Comelec

Minor change in code didn’talter vote count

By Jocelyn R. Uy
and Yuji Vincent Genzales
Tnyuirer s

THE COMMISSION on
Plectge {Camelec)
vosterday dismizser] al-
iegations of frand in the
Mayv 9 elections, saving
a change in ihe data
packet  for a  trans-
parency server was just
“cosmetic” and dic not
affect the couming of
voles.

“Tean eatepoicndy say e
is na cheating,” Conmelee Clhaii
Andders Bafistn sawd ot 7 paes:
hriefing vestenday alternonn,

Rantista gaid the eomeetinn
waAT cosmelic, ‘Tt daes nat in
any war change the resaits, the
conninge anel 1l canvaesing of
voles and 1he senree rode af the
antomaied  elaction avstam
AES)T ’

The Cenpedec made a rlarifi-
earkm after the camp of vice
prozidential eavdidate Sen. For

COMEILECAIE

From pageAl

dinand Marcos Jr. cried fraud in
the counting of votes that led to
admmnistration candidate Ga-
marines Sur Rep. Leni Robredo
grabbing the lead from Marcos.
The Marcos camp, through
lawyer Francesca Huang, on
Wednesday said a new script was
introduced in the transparency
server “from which the PPCRV

/5

(Parish Pastoral Council for Re-
spousible Voting) obtains its data
for the quick count,” altering the
hash codes of the packet data.

The son and namesake of the
late dictator was leading the ear-
ly count by as much as a miliion
on Monday evening, but the
widow of the late Interior Secre-
tary Jesse Robredo eventually
overtook him early Tuesday. As
of yesterday afternoon, Robredo
was still ahead of Marcos by
more than 200,000 votes.’
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Lapse in protocol o
The Comelec acknowledged a
lapse in protocol as the political
parties were informed about the
adjustment only after Smartmat-
ic project manager Marlon Gar-
cia had changed the special char-
acter “?” that appeared in the

names of certain candidates to |

“h.” Smartmatic 1s the technolo-
gy provider for the elections.
Officials also said the Comelec
en banc was not niotified betore
the change; except for the poll
body’s IT officer Rotiie Pehalba,
who witnessed the adjustment.
Pefialba ‘was stationed at
Pope Pius Center in Manila,
where the PPCRV was conduct-

ing the quick count using the
transparency setver.

Election Commissioner
Christian Robert Lim said the
outcome of the adjustment in
the script of the data packet was
a thanged hash code.

But he said the hash code that
changed was merely that of the
data packet and was entirely
different and separate from the
hash code of the AES. -

He explained that “?” ap-
peared in the names of certain
candidates since the trans-
parency server system, which
was written in the English lan-
guage, could not process or un-
derstand the letter “4,”

“So what they did is they m-
troduced a script that will un-
derstand what ‘A’ means in the
transparency servex,” he said,

Should have been overruled
But if he were informed be-
fore the minor change was im-
plemented, he would have
overruled it so as not to add fuel
to rumors of cheating.
- The Marcos camp said its al-
legation of fraud was based on
information from an IT expert
monitoring the. PPCRV quick
count. The senator’s camp,
however, did not present evi-
dence to back its claims.

Army Cc

Change uncovered

The IT expert, who asked to be
interviewed on the condidon of
anonymity, told Inquirernet that
hash codes of packet data in the
transparency server were changed.

‘At 8 pm., May 10, in the
course of our regular verification
of the files that we are extracting
from the transparency servet, we
uncovered something that is not
correct—the paired hash codes
of the file is not the same,” the
source said in an interview early
Thursday morning.

The source, who works as a
lead IT consultant in a private
company, refused to divulge his
identity, saying that they were
covered by a nondisclosure
agreement with the Comelec

“ The PPCRV said it was leav-
ing it to the Comelec to respond

to allegations that a new seript

was introduced on the trans-

parency server receiving the

votes.to change the hash code.
In a report submitted to the

‘Comelec on May 12, Smartmatic

project director Elie Moreno re-

counted how the introduction of
the seript was triggered at around -
7 p.m. at the PPCRV Center.

Observer’s observation

An “observer,” whom Bau-
tista identified as Robert Locke,
an IT technical staff of an online
news network, called the atten-
tion of Pefialba to the presence
of several gquestion marks in
some of the candidates’ names
where the letter “fi” should
have appeared.

The Comelec IT officer then
notified the Smartmatic techni-

cal support team led by Garcia
about the concern.

" “Upon being notified by the
Comelec and after validating that
changing ‘?" characters required
a minor cosmetic change to ap-
pease the observers at the PPCRV
transparency center, the Smart-
matic technical support team ad-
dressed the concern by introdue-
ing the correction of the script in
the presence of everyone present
there,” Moreno wrote.

Following the adjustment,
the Comelec IT officer and the
Smartmatic technical support
team announced to all those
present at the PPCRV trans-
parency center that the correc-
tion was made and all subse-
quent data'packages would re-

BLIC AFFAIRS - Email add; oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5205

with “f” instead of “?,"’_ he said.

cCtv

Moreno further said in his re-
port that the change was done
openly in the presence of the po-
litical parties and was witnessed
by the Comelec IT officer,

“Furthermore, such action
was done in full view of several
people in the PPCRV trans-
parency center with full knowl-
edge that a CCTV system is in
place,” Moreno said.

In a separate report to the
Comelec en bane, Pefialba said
William Yu of the PPCRV vali-.

. dated the data package by re-
*verting the “?” and then re-
" hashed 1t, confirming that the

. hash was the same. “This means

that only the {special character]

in the nﬁmes of the candidates
was changed,” Pefialba said;-

Compare results

Bautista said to quash suspi-
cions of fraud, all results-could be
compared with the printed -elec-.
tion returns of the vote-counting
machines (VCMs), the electronic
results transmiitted from ail the
VCMs, the results in the Comelec’s
central server, the PPCRV's trans-
patenicy server and the. results
shown on the Comeler’s website-

The Comelec also announced
yesterday that it would make avail-
able “hopefully today” the original
script and the amended script with
‘their respective hash codes for
publication and scrunny of any-
one.  With reports from Leila B.
Salaverria and Marlon Ramos

]
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VP race: Ccayetano
concedes to Leni

By ROBERTZON RAMIREZ

With about 1.3 million
votes still to be tallied in
the unofficial quick count
as of yesterday afternoon,
Sen. Alan Peter Cayeta-
no, the runningmate of
incoming president Ro-
drigo Duterte, conceded to
administration candidate
Leni Robredo. -

“I humbly concede my vice
presidential bid to Rep. Leni
Robredo who, by all accounts
and with 96 percent of the
votes already tallied, 18 our
“country’s presumptive vice
president-elect,” Cayetano
said in a statement yesterday.

He expressed belief Ro-
bredo “is not only leading the
race, she has clearly won it.”

- The senator is trailing the
Camarines Sur congresswom-
an by a wide margin in the
ﬁndgirial tally. She 1s neck-
and-neck with Sen. Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. in the race.

Cavetano also called on
other candidates to respect the
penple’s decision and to rally
behind Duterte and Robredo.

“While losing an election

urts, nothing is more pain-

?ulrthan the sight of a chwfled
country,” Cayetano said. “Let

us begin the journey tc’)’ward
healing and unification.

He expressed confidence
that Robredo would also ”n?-
spect and value” the people’s
full support for Duterte as well

as his vision for real change.
OFFICE -

.allegations made by Marcos,
: “gwe continue Yto believe gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local, 5285, 5295
Turn to Page 15 that we had a clean election

Army LOTe F and there was no cheating,”
she said.

I call on the people tb ral-
Iy behind our newly eleCt?C}
leaders, It is in- this cmmad
hour that our voice is ruaedteil
_the most. Let us work toge i
er and let the process of real
ehange begin,” he said.
Respect
_ democracy,
Bonghong urged
The camp of Robredo called
on Marcos to respect the demo-
cratic process and refrain from
making baseless allegations.
Georgina Hernandez, Ro-
bredo’s spokesperson, said the
Marcos camp should observe
the proper process of reporting
incidents of cheating instead
of making accusations that are
not backed by evidence,”

“Let us respect the process.

The people have spoken, It is
clear that Congresswoman
Leni Robredo Eas retained
her lead. Let us respect the
democratic exercise, and
urnite 50 we can move on and
serve the nation,” Hernandez
said. ' N

“We respect the right of
everyone to express their
views. Why not follow the
Proper process? Accusations
should not be made public
without enough-evidence. If
they see any form of cheat-
ing, they should go to the
appropriate agencies,” she
added,

Hernandez said they have
confidence in the work being
done by the Commission on
Elections (Comelec) despite the

The Robredo camp remains
optimistic that the LP vice
presidential aspirant wouid
maintain her lead in the can-
vassing. . . »

“We are positive that the
countfriptie about to be finished™
and we will know the results of
this election,” Hernandez said.

Herniandez, however, de-
clined to say when Robredo
would declare victory:

Hernandez said Robredo
has forgiven her bashers even
if they do not apologize for
their remarks. '

“Many comments have
been hurled at Congresswom-
an Len and she has already
forgiven all those who spoke
ill of her,” Robredo’s spokes-
person said. . -

“For her, what is impor-
tant is we unite and we stop
the bashing in social media
50 there can be healing and
unity,” she added.

Among those who bashed
Robredo, who represents a
district in' Camarines Sur, was
Sotia Romualdez, the le-year-
old daughter of newly pro-
claimed Tacloban mayor Cris-
tina Gonzales-Romualdez. The
teenager swore at the leading
vice presidential candidate and
called her stupid. ,

Romualdez ts the wife of
outgoing Tacloban Mayor
Alfred Romualdez who is a
cousin of Marcos.

.
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.. Robredo votes
.. Hernandez said thé large
number of votes obtained
by Robredo was a product
of hard work and clean cam-
paigning. '

 She issued the statement after
the Marcos camp said that fraud
led to Robredo’s surge 1n the
vote tally that put her ahead 1n
thee vice presidential race

Marcos’ running mate, Sen.
Miriam Defensor-Santiago,
also alleged that cheating led
to Robredo’s topping the lat-
est count. T

Hernandez said surveys
conducted in Aprii by vari-
ous outfits includin
Asia and Social Weather Sta-
tions showed Robredo gaining
ground.

‘Genuine defeat
-+ can make
Bongbong concede’

Only a “genuine defeat”
would be acceptable to Mar-
cos, who is neck-and-neck
with Robredo in the vice presi-
deritial race. ,
1+ “We are willing to accept
geniuine defeat, not one that is

the product of manipulation,”
Rep. Jonathan de la Cruz of
party-list group Abakada told
the Usaping Balita forum at the
Serye Café yesterday.

He said Marcos would not
hesitate to concede if his sup-
posed loss to Robredo would
be shown in an accurate and
honest vote count.

De la Cruz is part of the cam-

aign team of Marcos for whom
ﬁe worked when the senator
was [locos Norte governor. He
had also served the regime of
the senator’s father as a labor
official and ambassador.

“Leni’s camp is saying that
we are complaining because
we are a sore loser. Let me
remind them that no one has
won because the tabulation
going on is just an unofficial

Pulse-

In the unofficial count, Ro-
bredo is ahead of Marcos by
about 200,000 votes. De la Cruz
said his candidate was leading
by 900,000 votes in the early
hours of the Parish Pastoral
Courncil for Responsible Vot-
ing (PPCRV) tabulation on
Monday night.

“But at about 7:30 p.m., a
Smartmatic technician, whoisa
Venezuelan national, changed
the script of the transparency
server without authorization
from PPCRYV and notice to can-
didates through their lawyers.
If you do that, you can corrupt
the entire system,” he said.

He said they are seeking an
explanation from the Commus-
sion on Elections {(Comelec}

I and 1ts automation service pro-

vider Smartmatic why “such
intervenhon” was made.

“We stirted losing after
that. There were 31 updates
made inthe PPCRV count, and
each time, we lost by about
40,000 votes,” he added.

. - 'He said Marcps plans to ask

“the t‘fb‘n‘iaé‘c'émﬁ% PPCRV to
redo their tabulation or do a
manual count of precinct-level
results.

Reminded that such move
would serve no purpose, asitis
the official canvass that would
matter, De la Cruz said, “we
‘want the people to be properly
informed.”

According to the camp of
Robredo, she started to over-
take Marcos when votes from
the Bicol region, Western and
Central Visayas, and Negros
Island were tabulated.

It said the early lead of Mar-
cos came from votes from the
Ilocos region and Cagayan
Valley

De la Cruz said vote trans-
mission irregularities have been
uncovered in the official Com-
elec canvass of senatorial votes.

He said about 200,000 votes
for former senator Juan Miguel
Zubiri and another 200,000
from Francis Tolentine “mi-

“That is why the Comelec
was forced to suspend the
canvass,” he added

De la Cruz also questioned
why ballot boxes containing
manually accomplished cer-
tificates of canvass (COCs)
delivered to the Senate were
deposited in the office of Sen-
ate President Franklin Drilon
of the Liberal Party.

- “In the past, these were kept
in the Senate session hall under
guard by security personnel of
the chamber,” he said.

The COCs will be trans-
ferred to the House of Repre-
sentatives, where the official
canvass would take place.
They will be compared with
the electronic COCs to be gen-
erated every time a manually
filled out certificate is brought
out and tallied

De la Cruz also said the
Comelec must explain the
role of Venezuelan Smartmatic
project director Marlon Garcia
in directing the quick count of
votes.

‘Garcia, according to some
media reports, allegedly or-
dered the introduction of a
new computer command that
triggered the dramatic increase
of votes for Robredo.

- With Alexis Romero, Jess
Diaz, Paolo Romero, Perseus
Echeminada, Romina Cabrera

5

e tally, and the official canvass

oFFice o T by Congress will start on May 8f ated” to former justice sec-

retary Leila de Lima. om = Tel . {02) $45.9555 Local: 5285,.5295

- 25 yet,” he said.
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67 new officers join
Philippine Army

SIXTY-seven officers aie expected
to beef up the Philippine Army's
personnel and operational capa-
bilities with their graduation from
the Office1 Preparatory Course
{OPC) “Kapyanan” Class 65-2015.

The officers, 18 of them female,
have successfully completed six
months of rigid military training
at the Officer Candidate School,
Training and Doctuine Com-
mand, Philippine Army i Camp
O'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac.

Col. Benjamin Hao, Army
spokesman, said ‘more O less 40
percent of the graduates aie former
enlisted personnel of the Army,
while the rest aie professionals in
agriculture and forestry, criminol-
ogy, business admirstration, en-
gineenng, information technology
and education. - :

One of the graduates 1s a former

Police Officer 1 of the Philippine

National Police.

Held at the Philippine Army
Officers Clubhouse in Fort Boni-
facio, Taguig City (Metro Manila)
on Thursday, the graduation was

0

graced by Lt. Gen Eduardo Ano,
Army commander.

. Topping the class was 2nd-Lt.
Allan M. Due, while 2nd Lt Mark
Anthony Pantaleon and 2nd Lt.
Romeo Marayad, placed second
and third, respectively. '

Recipient of the Physical Fit-
ness Award was 2nd Lt. Rhean
Jelly Sanchez. -

" In his speech, Ano encouraged
the new lieutenants to harness the
knowledge, skills, experience and
wisdom thai they have acquired in
the training.

*Your new responsibility de-
mands vour strength, commit-
ment to service and readiness to
sacrifice oneself in the fulfillment
of your duty As platoon leaders,
in your hands lie the responsibility
not only of leading our troops in
the accomplishment of your mis-
sions but also of taking an active
role in bringing the Philippine
Army closer to its vision of becom-
ing'a world-class Army that is a
source of national pride,” he said.

FERNAN MARASIGAN
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AGUSAN DEL SUR—Isang hindt kialang

mryembro ng-New
namatay 5a enghuweniro

People’s Army (NPA) ang
sa pagitan ng fropa ng.

pamahalaan at mga rebelde sa Bgy. San Jose,
Prospendad sa lalawigang iin kamakalawa -

Nabatid nan: j emo.mgmgasmdalo

nyz Philippine Aroty (_PA)-atNPAsana.sabmgl(ugaI

at dito napatay a0g 1sa0g°

Nang matanilys na agrabiyado sila sa

énglquerﬁo ay mabilis na fumakas ang mgaNPA.

Sangayopay maalamnangmeA! ang

pagkakakilantan sanapashngnarebelde. . -..

3
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HIGH SPIRITS philippine Army servicemen o -
: f LY ppine Army servicemen and non unifi d i , - . oy 0
peaceful and orderly elections last Monday, /5723 ¥ 405 16 Jll:;ltorme personnel join in a boodle fight at Camp Aguinaldo to celebrate the
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Armed Forces lowers alert status to ‘normal’

alert status as it shifted its operations

to normal from the election mode, three
days after the presidential elecizons, which the
National Police (PNP) earlier declared as rela-
tively peaceful - - -

Armed Forces (AFP) Acting Chief of Staff Lt.
Gen. Glorioso Miranda said the soldiers would
resume their internal security operations du-
ties frobm the previous poll-focused tasks, as the
red-alert status was lowered to blue, despite the
holding of special elections tomorrow in some
areas of the country. .

“We a¥e now shifting our focus from election
operationstointernal security operations. How-
ever, the Unified Commands of the AFP remain
to have the prerogative to implement security
adjustments in their areas of responsibility as
they see fit,” a statement read. “Also, secunity
efforts will remain intensive in areas where the

T HE military downgraded on Thursday its

Comelec [Commission on Blections] has declared”

the conduct of special elections on Saturday, May
14. Due to this, many of our line units are com-
mitted in ensuring that the rest of the country
gets to freely and safely cast their votes,” the
statement added '

Miranda, however, said that, although a blue
alert was already in effect, commanders were still

tasked to ascertain whether the alert status would

need to be readiusted depending upon their assess-
ments of the prevailing security situations in their
operational areas.

He also said sufficient forces would remain at the
general headquartersin order toensurethereadiness
of the military to respond to any eventualities that
may occur until the formal takeover of the govern-
ment by the new administration.

“I am giving that prerogative to my ared
commanders to determine as to what alert
level they could be maintaining. But as far

as GHQ is concerned, of course, we still have
some pocket forces so to speak, that is enough
based on our best estimate to attend for any
other eventualities that may occur from here
on, up to the transition of authontles the
chlef of staff said. e Foad

Intheareas where the special elect1ons wouldbe
held, Mirandasaidsoldiers should continue perform-
ing their election-retated security duties in ta.ndem
with the PNP. | :

“The marching order is very ._lear to them, that
vntil that time that the Comelac so declares thatit’s
already over. 1t's only then that we will slack our se-
curity positioning in those areas,” he said

The PNP said the special elections would
be held1in 52 clustered precmcts with about
17,657 voters

. Military Spokesman Brig Gen Re>t1tuto Pa-
dilla said these precincts wheze the elections
have failed on May 9 are mostly in
Western Mindanao, particularlvin

the Sulu and Lanao provinces

Miranda said the military has per-

formeditstaskduringtheelectionsand
it will continue to do so even after the
special elections.
.7 “We had really accomplished our
mission by all parameters, by all
measurements; that indeed, we had
a peaceful and orderly election,” he
said “ButIwould justlike to remind
[our troops] thatitis not over yet. We
play by the rules, and until that time
there will be a complete transition
of power, the AFP will remuin to be
vigilant and, of course, nonpartisan
for this purpose and see toit that the
transition of power willbe carried on
smoothly as, of course, everybody
would be expecting.” ReneAcwsta
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AFP DOWNGRADES -

ALERT STATUS

THE Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) has downgraded its
alext level in light of the relatively
peaceful and orderly elections in
most parts of the county last May 9
_ But Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda,
acting AFP chiet of staff, on Thurs-
day said the heightened or red
alert status still holds forso-called
election hotspots.

"We downgraded the alert already
10 blue alert except in some other
areas, and as far as the area command
is concerned, 1 am giving that preroga-
tive to my area commanders to deter-
mine as to what alert level theywould
be maintaining. But as far as GHQ
(General Headquarters) is concermed,
of course we still have some pocket
forces, 8o to speak, that is enough’
based on our best estimate to attend
to any eventualities that .may occur
from here on, up to the transition of
authorities,” Miranda told reporters
at Camp Agumaldo in Quezon City
(Metro Manila). _

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr., AFP

o

¥

spokesman, said the red alert statdfs
will remam over at least 52 special
polling areas in southem Philippings
partialarly n Sulu and Lanao prm';-
inces and western Mindanao.

‘Miranda said while the AFP ha‘a
accomplished its mission, its tagk
is far from over until a transitigfr’i
of power 1s completed. ‘.

“The AFP will remain to be vigi-
lant and, of course, non-partisan for
this purpose and see tc it that the
transition of power wil be carried
out smoothly as of crurseeverybody

would be expecting “ he added. ™%
In areas where there will bé

special elections scheduled by
the Commission on Elections,
Miranda said security forces will
remain until the Comelec declares
conclusion of the voting process.
He added that operations
against threat groups like the ter-
rorist Abu Sayyaf Group were not
affected by the deployment of

forces for election duties.
FERNAN MARASIGANM
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By Julie M. Aurelio
THE SECURITY sec-
tor is gearing up for
the special polls to
be held on May 141
11 towns w the
Visayas and western
Mindanao where the
Commissicn on Elec-
tions had declared a
. failure of elecions
Two days after the
May 9 nanonal elec-
tions, the Armed
Forces of the Fhilip-
~pines on Wednesday
downgraded its alert
“status to blue, except
for the 11 iowns
where the heightened
alert level remamed.
“The marching or-
ders are very clear to
them (troops) -that
untl such time that
the Comelec so de-
clares that it's over,
it’s only then we will
slacken our security
positioning in those
areas.” Lt Gen. Glo-
ripso Miranda, act-
ing AFP chief of
staff, said yesterday.
i elections
will be held in 52 clus-
tered precincs in
those 11 towns on Sat-
urday; which would al-
low 17,657 registered
citizens to vote. :
In Camp Aguinal-
do yesterday, Miran-
i da thanked - the
125,000-strong AFP

_ for the successful se-
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email ad® curing of Monday's il.zom - Tel no. (02) §45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

] . electoral exercise. | ]
Army Core Purpose: Semviny uis peuprs. OECUNng the land.



e e L matiTE T TuE R
Arme, gLt LDy DLRE e vuleTin bl

‘BB OF THE ARMY CHIET ccPUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emali aod. ¢acpa.army201z@gmail.com - ~einc ‘02 b45-0555 Local SZEE 5201

3 wiay 207 E The Manila Tames . 1A

PNP, AFP to act as BEIs
in special polls tomorrow

,'By.,.:N. Py

- Policemen will be deployed

both to secure and act as
Board of Election Inspectors
(BED in some areas which
will hold special elections on
May 14 .

Chief Superintendent Wil-
ben Mayor, spokesman of the
Philippine National Police
(PNP;. said they will be imple-
menting the same security
template for 52 areas where
17.657 people will vote.

. The areas include baran-
gays in Western, Central and
Eastern Visayas.

“We will also be coordi-

Iz

nating with the Commission
on Elections as to the areas
where policemen who will
serve as BEIs will be de-
ployed,” said Mayor

Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda.
chief of the staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AFP), said enough soldiers
will be tapped to augment the
policemen if necessary.

Mayor said they see no
problem in securing the 52
areas, explaining that they
could focus much on them
compared to the May 9 elec-
tions when they had to secure
more than 92,000 polling pre-
cinets across the country.
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AFP retirees’ career
transition system eyed

=y CHARISSA M. LUCE

Lawmakers are seeking fo
establish a Military Transition
System that would open oppor

tunities for refirees as civilian.

professionals after their service
at the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pmes (AFP) o

MAGDALOQ Party-list Reps.

Gary C, Algjano and Francisco
Ashley L. Acedillo filed House Biil
5935 or the “Military Transilion
SystemAct"tnpwvide high value
job opportunities for retired AFP

personnel

"The productivity of the mili-
tary persomnel extends beyond
their age of retirement. . It would
be beneficial if they will be given
the chance to render their skills
and expertise as civilian profes-

15

sionals,” they said. el LT )
Under Presidenfial Decree
1650, military personnel are re-
quired to retire from service at
the age of 56 ,
«Their continued employment
would help generate Incorme and
tax revenues which thie govern-

-: ment can use to fnd programs

for basic services, This would

* alsoprovide smooth fransition be-

tween sectors and offer active per-
sonnel of the military employment
opportunities after their servicein
the AFP” Acedillo said.

House Bill 5935 mandates the
AFE together with the concerned
agencies ta establish a Military
Transition Board, Higher Educa-
tion Course and Prior Training
Equivalency Program and Em-
ployment Assistance.
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Itary vows to support

Duterte stance with CPP

BY RENE ACOSTA ¥ @reneawstaBM

HE mlhtary has assured it will -
support and follow the tack of 1ts
~ incoming commander in chief in hlS

peace efforts with the Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing,
the New People’s Army (NPA).

A statement by the Armed Forces
(AFP) said the institution would im-
plementthe peacepolicy of President-
elect Rodrigo R. Duterte, especially
its end goal to end the country’s in-
ternal security problems.

“The AFP. as [a] professional mili-
tary organization, respects the choice
of the Filipino people, and will remain
solid behind the Constitution and our
democratic institutions,” the AFP’s
statement on May 12 read. “We will
follow our commander in chief and will
implement the néw president’s peace

and security policies, especially those
that will bring the conflicts that ail the
country for decades to their just end.”

Even before the results of the May
9 elections unearthed Duterte as the
president in waiting, the incoming com-
mander in chief has already said he will
talki with the CPP-NPA and would even

1nvrte Jose Maria Sison, a pohtmal exile,

i

.to come home. 7

Duterte, who some sald has socm.l—
ist inclinations, even vowed that there
would be peace with the communists
under his term.

14

Armed Forces Acting Chief of Staff
Lt. Gen.: Glorioso Miranda refused to -
elaborate on the stand of the military

- on Duterte's peace crack w1th Slson :

 and his group s ‘
However, he said they Would support )

: whatever efforts that could lead to the

end of the country’s 1nterna1 conﬂlct 5

with various groups.
“The AFP, from the very start, has
been very active dito sq peace process,”

Miranda told reporters, “Tulad nga 'nung

sinabi ko ‘nung nag-assume ake na acting -
CSAFP, the first best option in conflict.
resolition is always through peaceful
means. "Yun lang ang masasabi ko.”

According to Mitanda, the stand of
the AFP is that the “best first option is
a peaceful process”

If indeed Sison will come home, Mi-
randa could not say whether theywould
arrest the exiled communist leader, "
whom the military said has standmg
warrants of arrest. ; ‘

“We've been fighting foz democracy
and [this 15| a democratic country” Mi-
randa said. “Lahat ng tao, kung ano man
angkarapatandapat gawinaygagawinnila.”
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,COMMUNIST rebel leader Jose Maria Sison has expressed
*Eopes;of ending nearly three decades in exile once Mayor

-
g
’4:-4: i,

,0

; ‘soon after peace talks faled in 1987
'an& has stayed abroad since, while
~d“11¢ gf Asia’s longest-running insur-
-genmea continued to claim thou-

Lo-‘{?l!’lmls: of lives.

% ¥1 wall return to the Ph]llppmes if
“mutem fulfills us promuse to visit

: me,” the Netherlands-based 'Com-

~smunist Party of the Philippines (CPP)

founder said m comments posted on

. s Pacebook page late Wednesday:

.-. “The prospects [for peace talks]

7_.'seem to be bright at the moment,

-"Sison added. J

.- Sison, a political science profes
"sor, established the CPP in Decem-

. ber 1968 and 1t launched a guerrilla

campalgn'three months later.

. According te officral account, the
rebelhon has left at least 30,000

,-people dead.

The New People’s Army (NPA) is
‘behieved to have fewer than 4,000
soldiers, down from a peak of
26,000 1n the 1980s, according to

.~the military. However the NPA re-

{ tains support among the deeply

igo Duterte becomes presuient a potentially explo-
?‘?’ehomecommg opposed by senior military figures.

gmn “new 77, fled to Europe :

poor mn the rural Philippines.

Political prisoners

President Aquino revived peace
talks soon after taking office in 2010
but shelved them in 2013, accusing
the rebels of insincerity in efforts to
achieve a political settlement.
+ The talks bogged down aftér the
comtmumists demanded the release of
scores of thewr jaled cormades whom
they described as “political prisoners,”
which the Aquino government rejected.

Duterte, who was Sison’s student
at a Manila university in the 1960s,
is the longtime mayor of Davao City.
Some - of the communists’
swongholds today are near Davao,
and Duterte has maintained close
relations with them.
- Last week, ABS-CBN released
footage of Duterte chatting with Si-
son via Skype on his laptop. -

“Tm a socialist,” said Duterte, who-

won Monday's election in a landslide,
The netwaork said the char took place

shortly after communmst rebels freed five

police hostages last month in Davao.

]

‘Arrest and trial of Aquino’ .

In comments posted on Freeboolk, Si-
son congratulated Duterte via an inter-
mediary on his landslide win, and called
for the resumption of peace talks, a
ceasefire, the release of political prison-
ers and the “arrest and tmal of Aquino.”

Duterte was ready to release ailing
and elderly rebels on humanitarian

‘grounds, as well as those whom the
moveinent appoints as peace negotia--

tors after vetting by the military, polie
and state prosecutors, his spokesper-
son Peter Lavifia said on Thursday
“Our people are suffering from the
internal conflict... [businessmen] do-
ing busmness in these areas have been
suffering for long. Any move to sull
the guns, dedlare ceasefire would be
very welcome,” Laviﬁa toid reporters.

Meeting in Europe

He said Duterte planned to see
Sison dunng a trip to Europe before
the president-elect takes his oath of
office on June 30. :

Sison’s comments were fmm a
transcript of an interview he gave to
Dubai’s Khaleej Times newspaper.

Sison -said he hoped to return
home soon, but the communist
leader added the new government
must first take steps to ensure his
personal safety, AFP
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Sison, now 77, fled to Furope soon
after peace talks failed in 1987 and
has stayed abroad since. while one of
Asia’s longest-running insurgencies
continued to claim thousands of lives.

“T will return to the Philippines
1f Duterte fulfils his promise to visit
me,” the Netherlands-based Com-
munist Party of the Philippines (CPP)

founder said in comments posted on -

his Facebook page late on Wednesday.
- “The prospects [for peace talks]
seem to be bright at the moment,”
Sison added.
Sisom, a political sdience piofessor,
"reestablished” the CPPin Decernber
1968 and it launched a guemlla cam-
j»aign three months later.
_Therebellion hasleft atleast 30,000
people dead, by official account.
The New Pecple’s Army (NPA) is
helieved to have fewer than 4,000
soldiers, down from a peak of 26,000
i the 1980, according to the military.

The NPA, however, retains sup-

wort among the deeply poor in rural
*hilippines. :

President Benigno Aquino 31d
avived peace talks soon after taking
ffice in 2010 but shelved them in
013, accusing the rebels of insincer-
1y in efforts to achieve a political

The Hlanila Eum:s‘ i

Joma to end
30-year exile

PHILIPPINE communist rebel leader Jose
Maria Sison has expressed hopes of end-

ing nearly three decades in exile undet
the new presidency of Rodrigo Duterte,
a potentially explosive homecoming op-
posed by senior m111tary ﬁgures seh

settlemnent.

The talks gotbogged down after the
communists demanded thetelease of
scores of their jailed comrades whom
they described as “polittcal prison-
ers,” which the Aqumo government
rejected.

‘Duterte, who was Sison’s student
ata Manila university in the 1960s, is
the long-time mayor of the southern
city of Davao.

.Some of the communists’ strong:
holds today aré near Davao, ‘and
Duterte has maintained relations
with them, S

Last week, local television sta-
tion ABS-CBN radio and television
network released footage of Duterte
chatting with Sison via Skype on hlS
laptop. -

“'m a s0c1ahst, said Duterte,
who won Monday's elections-in
a landslide.

The network said the chat took
place shorily after communist rebels
freed five police hostages last month
in Davao.

Peace hopes

Sison said in the comments posted on
Facebook that he had congratulated

w iiaA8

Duterte via an mtermediary on his
win'and called for the resumption of
peace talks, a ceasefire, the release of
political prisoners and the “arrest and
trial of Aquing *

Duzterte was ready to release ailing
and elderly rebels on humanitarian
grounds, as well as those whom the
communist movement appoints as
peace negotiators after vetting by the
military, police and state prosecutors,
his spokesman Peter Lavifia said also
onThursday. -

“Our people are suffering from
the internal conflict... [Business-
men]| doing business in these areas
have been suffering fo1 long. Any
move to still the guns, declare
ceasefire would be very welcome,”
he told reporters, -

Lavina said Duterte had planned
to sée Sison during a trip to Europe
before the President-elect takes s
oath of office on June 30.

Sison'scomments were a transcript
of an interview he gave to Dubai's
Khaleej Timesnewspaper, -

Sison said he hoped to retum home
after Duterte begins his term but the
communist leader added that the rew
government must first take steps 1o
ensire hls pemonal safety

P

Page: Ai

“I'will not dive into any situation
m which the Duterte government is
still unsettied and there are unwieldy
elements... who violently oppose my
homecoming,” he said.

. Iavina said the new govemnment
would uphold ‘previous security

_ guarantees for rebel negotiators while

the military said it would support
Duterte’s peace efforts.

“If it's part of the peace efforts, he
[Sison| is welcome to come [back]
here. But as for his other enemies,
that would be another matter,”
military spokesman Col. Noel
Detoyato told Agence Frarice-Presse
but declined to elaborate.

Senator Antonio Trillanes 4th, a
Duterte cntic and formei military
tebel, warned last week that some in
the military were “strongly averse” to
Duterte's long-standing ties with com-
munists and that the reaction could
be violent.” :

- Lavina said Trillanes’ warning was
a pemonal opinion that remains to
be seen,”

- The spokesman added that Dyterte
would consider communist figures
for his Cabinet, where retired mili-
* tary and police ﬁgureswould alsobe
' represented. ©
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Communist chief h

opes

to end exile under Duterte

By CECIL

MORELLA, AFP

PHILIPPINE communist
rebel leader Jose Maria
Sison has expressed
hopes of ending nearly
three decades in exile
under the new presiden-
cy of Redrigo Duterte, a
potentially explosive
homecoming opposed by
genior military figures.
Sison, now 77, fled o
Europe scon after peace
tallsfailed in 1987 and has
staved abroad since, while
ons of Amig'z longest-running
jnsurgeneies continued to
claim thonsands of lives.
“I will return to the
Philippines if Duterte ful-
fils his prommse to visit me.”
the Netherlands-based
Communist Party of the

Philippines (CPF) founder

said in comments posted on
his Facebook page late
Wednesday

“The prospects (for peace
talks) seem to be bright at

the moment,” Sison added

Sison, a political science
professor, established the
party in December 1968 and
it lammched a gnerrilla cam-
paigu three months later.

The rebellion has left at
least 50,000 pecple dead.
by official account

The New People’s Army
ig beheved to have fewe:
than 4.000 soldiers, dowa
from a peal. of 26,000
the 19808, according to the
military, however 1t retaine
support among the deeply
poor 10 the roral Philippines.

Inecumbeni President
Benigno Aquino revived
peace talks soon after tak-
mg office in 2010 put
ghelved them in 2013, ac-
cusmg the rebels of insmn-
cerity 1n efforts to achieve 2
political settlement.

The talks got bogged
down after the cormunists
demanded the release of
seores of their jailed
whom they described as “po-
litical prisoners”, which the
Aguino government rejected

1%

Daterte, who was Sison’s

student at a Mamla univer-

sity m the 19608, 18 the
longiume mayor of the south-
ern city of Davao. Some af
the eommunists’ strongholds
today are near Davao, and
Duterte has maintained
relations with. them

Tast week, local televr
sion station ABS-CBN-re-
jeased footage of Duterte
chaiting with Stson via
Skype on his laptop

“Pm a socialist.” said
Duterte, whn won Monday’s
election in a landslide

The network smid the
chat took place shortly af-
ter communist rebels freed
five tEolice hostages last
month in Davao.

Peace hopes .

Sigon said in the com-

ments posted on Facebock

‘he had eongratulated Du-

terte via an intermediary on
his win and called for the
resumption of peace talks,
a ceasefire, the release of
political prisoners, and the
“arrest and trial of Aqmnoe.”

Duterte was ready to
release ailmg and elderly
rebels on humaniturian
grounds, as well as those
whom the movement ap-
points as peace negobiators
after vetting by the military,
police and state prosecutors,
toe spokesman Peter Lavi-
na said Y

“Our people are suffering
from the internal conflict ..
(Businesswen) domg husi-
ness n these areashave been
suffering for long Any move
to stll the gans, declare
ceanefire would be very wel-
corne,” Laviug told reporters

He said Duterte planned
0 see Sison during a trip to
Furope before the premdent-
elect takes his oath of office
on June 30

Sison's comments were
a transcript of an mietview
he gave to Dubais Khaleef
Times newspaper.

Sison said he hoped to
return home after Duterte
begins his term, but the
communist leader added
the new government must
first take steps o ensure
his personat safety. '

“] will not dive infe any
gitnation in which the Duterte

-guvmmentis-sﬁ]lunsetﬂed

and there are umwieldy ele-
ments... who vialently oppose
my homeeoming,” he added.

Lavinsa eaid the new gov-
ernment would uphold previ-
ous security guarantees for
rebel negotiators while the

! military said it would sup-

port Duterte’s peace efforts. |
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"~ Joma Sison kaly Duterte: .,
T IKULONG SI P-NOY! -
AYAW patulan ng Malacaflang ang mﬁﬁmﬁmﬂ jﬁxm

tila pagpapal’c_itang—gilas umanoni Com- . a9
munist Party of the Philippines Founding Mas mainam aniya na hintayin na lamsng ang susunod

Chairman Jose
aresto sina Pangulong

Maria Sison na ipaa- a adsmunistrasyon sa halip namaghalatsig ma spekulasyon

dahil hundi ito nakatutulong sa mmimithing paghilom ng

Benigno Aquino ...,

III at Budget Secretary Florencio Abad “Nauna ﬁto, imhayag ug mga militanteng giupo na

kaugnay sa

maling paggamit ng Priority nakahanda na ang mga kasong phinder at katiwalian na

isawmalabm]rimP—NcyatAbadpagkababasa puwesto

Development Assistance Fund PDAF).  4iisaisyung d :
5 il - dahil saisyung PDAF at Disbursement Acceleration Program
Toaysa sandaling magkita sina Sisor.at ang bagong halal naipinmnudmodsamgakaalyadongmambabaias. :

(4

na presidente na si Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte.

Tinawag kahapon ni Presidential Communications

\8
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4 freed Indons handed over

to Indonesian authorities

By Mario J. Mallari

" “The military yesterday turned

. over the four Indonesian captives

freed by the terrorist Abu Sayyaf

grdup to Indonesian authorities

along the sea border in southern
Philippines. ‘

' 'Li. Gen. Glorioso Miranda,
acting chief of staff of the Armed
Fotees of the Philippines (AFP),
said that the four freed hostages
willimmediately return to Jakarta.

. "As we speak right now, (the
four freed Indonesians are) aboard
.i'P'_hllippine Navy vessel that will
‘ransfer them to an Indonesian
vaessel In our border until their fimal

journey to their country”® said
Miranda at noontime yesterday
- The four Indenesians, whose
identities were not released, were
turned over to the ARP-Joint Task
Force Sulu on Wednesday affernoon
by Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan Jr.
There were reports stating that
the Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) faction of Chairman Nux
Misuari was insirumental 1n the
release of the four Indonesians.

However, -Miranda said the.

milifary has no information about
MNLF’s role in the release. -
The victims were crewmembers
of a tugboat intercepted by Abu
Savyaf terrorists along the witers

49

of Tawi Taw1 last April 15.

Earlier, 10 Indonesian captives
were also released by the Abu Sayyaf
group to Tan. Reports also said thay
the MNLF-Misuari faction played a key
role mthe safe release of the 10

In an interview, Rev. Absalom
Cervera, spokesman of MNLF-
Misuari faction, neither confirmed
nor denied the report. o=

“As far as we are concerned,

we have maintained a good relation
with Indonesia through the years,”
Cerveza said.

The Abu Sayyaf group 1s still
holding about seven hostages,
including three snatched from
Samal Island last September and

four Malaysians abdecred last
month off Sabah.

Among the captives are
Canadian Robert Hall and
Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad,
who were kidnapped from the posh
Oceanview Resort on Samal 1sland,
and Filipmo Manies Flor.

The fourth sictim. Canadian John
Ridsdel, was beheadcd late last
month after bis family failed to
meet the ransom demand The Abu -
Sayyaf initially demanded P1 billion
for each of the four Samal hostages
in exchange to their freedom.

It was not clear, however, if
ransom was pald for the release
of the four Indonesians
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Indonesian N;y to pick
up 4 freed Abu captives

By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Ja-
karta sent yesterday Navy
vessel to escort back home
folu.r Irédonesians who were
released from captivity by the
Abu Sayvaf in Stltjlu. 7 y
+ Habib Mujahab Hashim,
Moro National Liberation’
Front (MNLF) Islamic Com-

mand Council, said Indonesian i
President Joko Widodo had in-
structed their Navy to recover
the freed hostages.

He added that an Indone-

'sian naval craft was sched-

uled to arrive yesterday
mornirig in Maimbung town
in Sulu to pick up the four

and bring them home to their
country _

A security official said the
operation has been coordj-
nated with the Department of

Foreign Affairs (DFA).

Former Indonesian army
general Kivlan Zein accom-

panied victims Mochammad
Ariyanto Mijnan, Lorens Peter,
Dede Irfan Hilmi and Samsir
who are all tugboat sailors.
According to Hashim, the
MNLF recovered the victims
Wednesday following the ne-
gotiations conducted by its

chairman Nur Misuari with _

the Abu Sayyaf.

He believed the bandit
group released the hostages
“due to pressure” after the
MNLE sent 500 combatants in
the area.

Two weeks ago, Misuari also
negotiated for the release of 10

Indonesian captives, he added.
Hashim said Misuari
worked for the recovery of the
victims as asign of gratitude to
the Indonesian government,
which mediated between the
MNLF and government in
forging a final peace agreement
in 1996.
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pr ;0 zmlk Duierte mlk

]ulle M Aurelio a _{,. ;'. Mavor prnnted out thar Lbenz 1310 logl—. .
! et yeason for youirhs to stay ol late and be
THE‘.PH]IEPJNE l\anunal l"ohee (PN'P; s atnskof fallmg prey to enminal elements.

open to enforcing some of 1the peace and
oider policies that presumptive president
Rodrigo Dutztre had Eﬂplﬂnemed as
* raayoria Davao City.
NP spukesperson C‘nef Supi. X*J’Jben
Mayor said the strict approach that the
tough-tallang may 01 had -adopred in his
hometown may be used e curb cries
ufi a natwonal seals, .
. ‘I dus happened m Davao Cmr and the
aime volume ot cste went down there,
whiy not ail over the countey” On the pary of
the PN¥ i that will help corh ciimes, twill
haly onr campaign agaimst crime.” he said.-
In a press brisfing in Camp Crame yes-
erday, Mavor cited somé of fhese poh-
cles, among them ihe cutfew, no-smok-
g and Hauer ban.
. He sad the iquor ban from 1 4.1, on-

wareds will hap teduce drunken fighte -

thar result to cases of picysical mpries

On the cther hand, dhe 10 p.m. cufew
for mutaors will allow them o have ade-
quate sleep and be batter. prepared fur
the next school day.

4

He sad the government approach and
the cuoperation of the commanity ase aeed-
&d in ensure s wnooih srwlermentaton,

“Once everybody 15 conscious of this
policy, we will 211 foliow 1 think this is
high “ume fur ur 10 show that we can fol
Tow thu kund of policy The bottom-line
policy of our incoming president is disol-
phine, and thu=can be taught down to o
munys,” tire ENP spukespersen Saig -+

Eor 1tz patt, the Armed Forces of the
Phitiprunes said f: respevts the chmee of
the majnirty m electing Dugerte, and thit
it 17 solid br‘illruj the Constitution and
democratic instituizons.

“We vl follow ot commuander m chief
and will maplement the new presidents

‘peace gad sty polivies,” sad Col Nogl

Detoyato, pubiic affams office chief

Acting AFP cinef 1. Ger, Glorioso Mi-
randa Jdeclined oy conment of the male-
tdry wil arrest Macomal Democratic
Froni chief polhtical vcobsultaat Jose'

Maria Swison should he returw to ihe

couatry
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PNP ready to secure
special elections

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

The Philippine National Po-
lice’ (PNP) is.ready to provide
security during the special
elections on May 14

- The PNP noted the Com-
rmission on Elections (Comelec)
dedared 52 areas m the country
will have special elections on
Saturday, involving 17,657 voters

PNP spokesman Chief Supt.
Wilben Mayor said the special
electtons would be held in
some areas in Western, Central
and Eastern Visayas where the
Comelec declared a failure of
elections. .

Mayor said some police
officers will also be deployed
as special board ot election in-

spectors (SBEIs) in areas where

regular BEIs did not show up
for fear of their lives.

Mayor said they would stiil
coordinate with the Comelec
on the speaific deployment of
policemen as SBEIs.

Mayor said there were areas
that held no elections last Mon-
day due to security concerns,
thus necessitating the deploy-
ment of additional police forces.

Among the areas with secu-
rity concerns are Northern and
Western Samar, Lanao del Sur
and Sulu. ‘

" The Conielec yesterday de-
clared a failure of elections in
three more barangays in Magu-
indanao, Agusan del Sur and
Negros Occidental, involving
1,679 voters.

23

- These are barangays Katuli
in Sultan Kudarat in Magun-
danao; Binucayan in Loreto,
Agusan del Sur; and Palayog in
Hinigaran, Negros Occidental

Comelec said no elections
were held in five precincts in
Binucayan due to lack of 291
official ballots while ballots for-
four precincts 1n Palayog were
“misdelivered.” _

In Katuli, the ballotboxes and
other elechion paraphernalia for
four precincts were taken by
unidentified men during elec-
tion day.

The Comelec had set special
elections in these barangays on
Saturday.

The PNP. on the other hand,
has started io lower the level of
alert as the situation retums to
normal after election day.

Policemen were ordered to
secure the 92,000 polling pre-
cincts o ensure honest, orderly
and peaceful elections. -
. The military also down-
graded its alert level with

most of the troops returning

to internal security operations.

Acting Armed Forces of
the Philippines chief Lt. Gen.
Glorioso Miranda, however,
said soldiers will continue to
be deployed for poll duties in
areas where a failure of elec-
tions was declared and special
electinns are scheduled tomor-
row. — With Jaime Laude,
Sheila Crisostomo
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AFP downgrades to blue alert status

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, May 12 (PNA) — With the May 9 elections successfully concluded in most parts of the country,
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has downgraded its red alert status to blue Wednesday

afternoon.
This took place 5:00 p.m., said AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla.

By declaring biue alert, only 50 percent of all available troops and assets are required to be inside camp
for immediate deployment in case of possible emergencies or contingencies.

In contrast, red alert requires 100 percent availability of all troops and equipment.

The AFP placed all its units in red alert starting midnight of May 7.

"We are now shifting our focus from election operations to internal security operations. However, the
Unified Commands of the AFP remain to have the prerogative to implement security adjustments in their
areas of responsibility as they see fit," acting AFP chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda said.

Also, security efforts will remain intensive in areas where the Commission on Elections (Comelec) has
declared the conduct of special elections on Saturday.

COMELEC Resolution No. 10129 said there were a total of 52 clustered precincts from 11 towns, mostly
in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao and Eastern Visayas where no elections were held on

Monday due to problems in the ballots and security concerns.

"Due to this, many of our line units are committed in ensuring that the rest of the country gets to freely and
safely cast their votes," he added.

Miranda stressed that the AFP, as professional military organization, respects the choice of the Filipino
people and will remain solid behind the Constitution and other democratic institutions.

"We wiil follow our Commander-in-Chief and will implement the new President's peace and security
policies, especially those that will bring the conflicts that ail the country for decades to their just end,” he

added. (PNA)
BNB/PFN
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AFP 'no comment' sa report na MNLF ang tumuiong
sa paglaya ng 4 Indon hostages

By Analy Soberano

"No comment” ang Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) kaugnay sa report na ang Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) sa Sulu ang gumawa ng paraan para mapalaya ang apat na bihag na Indonesian
nationals.

Ayon sa report mismong si MNLF chairman Nur Misuari ang nanguna sa pakikipagnegosasyon para
mapalaya ang apat na bihag.

Ayon kay Acting AFP chief of staff Lt Gen. Glorioso Miranda na wala siyang nakuhang report na MNLF
ang naging susi para mapalaya ang apat na Indonesian na binihag ng mga bandidong Abu Sayyaf sa
Sulu.

Sinabi ng heneral na ang tanging alam niya ay pinalaya na ang apat na banyaga.

Aniya, sa mga oras na ito nakasakay na sa barko ng Philippine Navy ang apat na pinalayang bihag kung
saan iliipat sila sa isang Indonesian vessel na naghihintay sa border kung saan sila ibabiyahe pabalik sa
kanilang bansa.

"All we know is that four Indonesians has been freed as we speak right now, aboard a Philippine Navy
vessel that will transfer them to an Indonesian vessel in our border until their final journey to their country,”

pahayag ni Miranda.
Sa kabilang dako, ayon kay AFP PAQ chief Col. Noel Detoyato na hindi privy ang militar sa ginawang

negosasyon ng MNLF.
Aniya, nakipag-ugnayan ang MNLF sa local government unit ng Sulu partikular kay Gov. Toto Tan.

Kay Tan kasi ibinigay ng MNLF ang apat na pinalayang bihag.
Ayon sa report na Martes pa ng gabi nang palayain ang mga bihag sa may Barangay Silangkapan,

indanan kung saan ibinigay ang mga ito sa grupo ng MNLF.
Grupo umano ni ASG sub-leader Alden Bagade alyas Sayning ang may hawak sa apat na Indonesians.

Tikom naman ang bibig ng militar kaugnay sa naganap na bayaran ng ransom.

http://bomboradyo.com/

Joint ops ng AFP,PNP para isecure ang VCM magpapatuloy

By Bombo Anne Soberano

Magpapatuloy pa rin ang joint operations and duties ng AFP at PNP lalo na sa mga lugar kung saan
mayroon pa ring mga vote counting machine at may nagaganap pang mga election related activities

partikular sa may bahagi ng Mindanao.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson Col. Noel Detoyato ginagawa nila ito para masiguro na hindi magkaroon ng
oportunidad na bigyan na isabotahe ang resulta ng halalan at ang proseso nito.

Aniya, bagamat tapos na ang halalan naka alerto pa rin ang pwersa ng militar sa mga fugar na
kinukunsiderang kritikal.

Mahigpit ding binabantayan ng militar ang mga polling precints sa Mindanao.
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DFA: AFP-Indon coordination led to release of 4 Abu
captives

By: Estrella Torres

MANILA — Foreign Secretary Jose Almendras said on
Wednesday the close coordination between the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and Indonesia helped facilitate the
release of the four remaining Indonesian hostages by the Abu

Sayyaf.

‘We thank the Indonesian government, particularly Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi, for the very close coordination since
this morning,” said Secretary Aimendras in a statement on

Wednesday.

Foreign Affairs Secretary ste Rene Almendras.
AP FILE PHOTO

He lauded the cooperation between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Indonesia as key in meeting
the objective of getting back the Indonesians alive and safe.

The foreign affairs chief said the Philippines had a trilateral meeting with the foreign ministers of Indonesia
and Malaysia to strengthen efforts to combat criminal activities.

Last April 25, Canadian citizen John Ridsdel was beheaded by his Abu Sayyaf captors.

Hostages who remain in the hands of Abu Sayyaf include Canadian Robert Hall, Hall’'s Filipino girifriend,
Marites Flor, and a Norwegian, Kjartan Sekkingstad as well as other Filipinos. S$Fhi/rga

]

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

hitp.//dwdd.com.ph/

MODERNIZATION [|BRP Tarlac will arrive on May 16
Lui

MANILA — Philippine Navy (PN) flag-officer-in-command Vice Admiral Caesar C. Taccad will lead the
welcoming ceremonies for BRP Tarlac (LD-601), the country’s first strategic sea lift vessel (SSV), this

coming May 16.
The ceremony will be held at Pier 13 of the Manila South Harbor, said PN spokesperson Capt. Lued
Lincuna.

Taccad will act as the event’s guest-of-honor and speaker. Its highlights are the tribute and recognition to
the laudable efforts of the sailors who were instrumental for the ship's safe and successfut voyage to the
Philippines.

The BRP Tarlac left the Surabaya shipyard of Indonesian builder PT PAL (Persero) last Monday It is
expected to arrive in Manila Bay on Saturday.

The $SVs are programmed to be the PN's floating command-and-control centers especially in the conduct
of humanitarian assistance and disaster response and serving other purposes as military sealift and

transport vessels.

These vessels are also critical assets for civil-military operations due to their capability of transporting
large number of soldiers, logistics, and supplies. Moreover, each SSV has the capacity to house three

helicopters.
The ships are estimated to weigh around 7,300 gross register tons.

The Philippines has a two-SSV order with PT PAL (Persero) for PHP3,870,000,000 which is sourced from
the AFP Modernization Fund.

The S8V acquisition project for the PN was initiated upon the approval of Acquisition Decision
Memorandum Number 2012-060 by Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin last Oct. 30, 2013.

The Department of National Defense declared persero as the Single Calculated Response Bidder with a
bidding price of PHP 3, 870, 000, 000 on Nov. 18, 2014.
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30 killed, 22 hurt in election violence - CHR

By: Erika Sauler

ELECTION -MAGUINDANAD / MAY B, 2016; Soidiers are seen outside a public-market turned polling center in Datu Unsay town
in Maguindanac, May 9, 2016. The military take over the conduct of election in Datu Unsay due to security reason following
confrontation of supporters of candidates running for mayor PHOTO BY JEOFFREY MAITEM / INQUIRER MINDANAC

MANILA — At least 30 people have been killed and 22 injured in election-related violence, based on
reports verified by the Commission on Human Rights (CHR).

Gemma Parojinog, officer in charge of the CHR policy office, said a total of 72 election-related cases of
killings, strafing, gun poking, demalition and harassment have been verified. These cases ranged from as

early as March 2015 up to April this year.

In the week leading to Election Day (May 3 to 9), 41 more fatalities were reported to the CHR through its

election monitoring initiative with other civil society groups Bantay Karapatan sa Halalan.
CHR Chair Chito Gascon said “it's not right that there are people being killed in a non-election period and

it's also not right that people are being killed because of the elections.”

“While the conduct of the election has been generally peaceful, we are concerned that there are areas
where violence occurred,” Gascon said, citing the recent massacre in Rosario, Cavite.
“We've highlighted the killings and injuries but there were other subtle forms of intimidation, such as

reverse vote-buying,” he said.

in Lipa, Batangas, some voters were given sacks of rice and money and their fingers were inked so they
could not vote, according to the Legal Network for Truthful Elections (Lente).

“We anticipate that other violations have not yet been reported and we will double up our efforts in post-
electior: process to validate, verify and collect additional information for filing of charges should evidence

warrant,” Gascon said. SFM/rga
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