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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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24-HOUR PUBLIC WEATHER FORECAST

ISSUED AT: 5:00 AM 14 MAY 2016
VALID BEGINNING:5:00 AM TODAY UNTIL 5:00 AM TOMORROW B

'SYNOF’S?S TAIL-END OF A COLD FRONT AFFECTING EXTREME NORTHERN LUZO
' EASTERLIES AFFECTING THE EASTERN SECTION OF THE COUNTRY

" FOREGAST: CLOUDY SKIES WiTH LIGHT T MODERATE RAINS ”_ | TELS
 AND ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS WILL BE EXPERENCED OVER | .= " 7 el g |
THE ISLANDS CF BATANES. CALAYAN AND BABUYAN PARTLY | Jo S R |

S, E ;

| CLOUDY TO CLOUDY SKIES WITH ISCLATED RAINSHOWERS OR " ST el
THUNDERSTORMS MOSTLY IN THE AFTERNOON OR EVENING t Lo -
WILL PREVAIL OVER METRO MANILA AND THE REST OF THE ;

{ COUNTRY.

LIGHT TO MODERATE WINDS BLOWING FROM THE
EAST TO SOUTHEAST Wwith PREVALL QVER EXTREME ; ; W e )
NORTHERN LUZON AND COMING FROM THE EAST TO i}‘ E
NORTHEAST QVER THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. THE COASTAL ‘ wh
WATERS THROUGHOUT THE ARCHIPELAGD WILL BE SLIGHT 70 ! ! =
MODERATE. g i

PAGTAYA: MAULAP NA mx,ANG!*AN NA MAY MAMINA HAMGG»*»‘NG SA KATAMTAMANG MGA FAG-ULAN AT
| PULULPULONG PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULOG ANG MARARANASAN SA MGA ISLA NG BATANES, CALAYAN AT BABUYAN.
| BAHAGYANG MAULAP HA! KGGANG SA MAULAP NA PAPAWIRIN NA MAY PULL-PULONG MGE PAG-ULAN G}
‘ PAGKIDLAT-PAGKULLE LALD NA 54 DAKGNG HAPDN O GABI ANG RAL SA KAMAYNILAAN AT SA NALALABING |
 BAHAGING BANSA.

MAHINA HANGGANG SA KATAMTAMANG HANGIN MULA SA SILANGAN HANGGANG SA TIMOG-

| SILANGAN ANG IRAL 54 DULONG HILAGANG LUZON AT MULA NAMAN SA SILANGAN HANGGANG SA HILAGANG-
| SILANGAN SA NALALABING BAHAG] NG BANSA ANG NGA BAYBAYING-DAGAT SA BUONG KAFULUAN 47
| MAGIGING BANAYAD HANGBANG SA KATAMTAMAL. ;

EXTR&MES OF TEMPERATURE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY FOR THE 24-HR PERIOD ENDING AT 8:00 PM YESTERDAY AND RECORDED |
AT PAGASA WEATHER STATION, SCIENCE GARDEN, DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY:

i
. e
" WAXIMUM TEMPERATURE: WAXIUN: RELATIVE HUMIDITY: ;
150 PM YESTERDAY  —  30.5°C 6:00 ARt YESTERDAY = 645 %
“MINIMUN TEMPERATURE: ' “CUWWWUN RELATWEHOWDIY i
L BOOAWYESTERDZY - 258C , ILOOAN YESTERDAY - 2B o
“FiGAL PREDICTIONS ALONG MANILA BAY OVER METRO MANILA:
{Courtesy of NAMRIA) :
HIGH TIDE TODAY: T SUNRISE { SUNSET " HOONRISE / MOONSET ;
32PM ... CSOMETER o AND JLLUMINATION ;
" LGW TIDE TODAY: " SUNRISE TODAY: " MOONRISE TODAY: g
1PN . LG4 METER : 528 At 1219 PK g
. T SUNSET TODAY: WDONGET TORGRROW
: 616 P : 1:07 A |
JLLJMM TION TODAY: !
K D i
i For more infomalio’ ang quenes, please cal al telephone nuiibers 927-1335 and 927-2877 o lag on 1 www.pagasa.dost.gov.ph. -
PREPARED BY: MPM CHECKED BY: MLM .
Tragieng Hie sy el - .
SWTEC BIR Rl FeiTun ~GFEI0AS T
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24-Hour Weather Forecast and Extended Weather Outlook for Selected Cities:

ISSUED AT: 5:00 AM 14 MAY 2016
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By Hect r Lawas
U} 1ghts group
yesterday

£ “fheir cormunitiesand the
disbandment of paraii

atan Secretary Gene
Ciistiria Patabay said 1 ;
gtatement. =i :

Also, the group called
on the: Duterte; admini
tration to <o

“prisoners

ing all political
and toresume peacenego,
sations berween the Gov-

ernmentand the National *

the PhiLippines [
thistegionhaveresiy
318 dedths and ‘forcible
evacuation of thousands

_of indigenous pec le. " Democratic: Froft of the

o “wThere are stillmore Philippines (NDFP).

than 2,700 evacuees at the "We challenge the Du-
Tandag Sporis Complex terfe presidency t© build
in Surigao del Sur and at onihe people’s votes that
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in Davao City. The pull="i
ot of military troopsine gtart by ing
; . Bayanihan _an'c_i."éimi_lar .

through the ‘negotiating -
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P dlitiCaI"_p}‘iS{fqhe%t
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epudlal
of everything that’ ig-the
“wiwid na daan’, He can
junking Oplan

cb:t_mte;ri_nsurg'eﬁcyffpro- :

i and take theroad o .

“gpenuine peaceby address .
ing the 1o0ts 5f 1inpeace”
-and the ongoing clvil wat

able,” Palabay, said.
Palabay, sdid a5 of!

age 543
Fs de-
aited on Hlse criminal

charges. Of fne 543, 18 are
NDFEP peace'-tonsuitants,

“whosé protection under

the GPH-NDFP agree-
mentonsafely and imrau-

‘nity guarantees havebeen
“violated. - .
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quman rights group seeks

_FP pullout fromnt iP areas

By HECTOR = Tandag Sports Complex io pregidency to puild on the
TLAW AS .- Burigao del Sur and at the peoplelsvotes that was most- . -
: i L United Church of Christ in ly repudiation of evenrtlﬁng' .

HUMAN rights group . the Philippines-Haran in  that isthe Guwid na daan’
HKarapatan yesterday: Davie City: The pall-out of e can start by junking Oplan
urge President-elect Tilitary trodps in their com- Rayanihan and sirnilar comte-
Rodrigo Duterié 1o .in- - munities -and the disband- {erinsurgency programé anid
elade in his: priorities.. sment of paramilitary groups {ake the Toad to genuine peace .
the immediate puliont’ _..cah_'_e'ﬂabie__.the'm' to go by addressing the roois of un- :
of miiitax"yj'=troops'_from'.: ‘home,” Rarapatan Secre~ " peace and the, ongoing G - :
the indigenous commly tary General rigtina Pala- . war #hrough the negotiating
aities in Mindanao. o hay gaid in a.-statemenil. table” Palabay sdid.- L

This ag Karapatan dige . Also; the graup called . | Palabay sgid as’ of
cloged that curfrent opera- on the Duterte administra- March 2016, there are 543
tions of the Armed Forces . tion jo-¢onsider r_eleasing political prisbners'dé’_cained
of the Philippines (AFP:in” Bl political prisoners an on false criminal charges.
this region have resulted to %0 resume peace negotia- Of the 543, 18 are NDFP
the death of 318 and fore- tiohs betweell the Govérn- - ‘peace consuitants, ‘whose
ble evacuation of thousands * ment ‘and the National “protection ander the GPH-
of indigenous peopie. Democratic Front of the NDFP agreement on gafety

were are still more Philippines (NDFP). and imoumnity. guarantees
than 2,700 evacuces at the “We challenge the Duterte have been violated.
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The Department of National

iefense (DND) spent P128.626
[illioA meant for disastet relief
id tesponse to purchase ovet-
riced iterhs like bottled water
rdto tepair and reconstruct
scilities it viclation of law, the
‘orirission on Audit (COA)
aid yesterday, -
“State auditors said govern-
sént money meant for calamity
ictims was spent for things that
vere “not in accordance with
he purposes of Quick Response
aund (QRFY’

The money used for the

uestions

repair and reconstruction of

DND facilities is supposed t0°
béa stanidby fund to ensure:
immediate action during ca-

lamities, they added,

- State guditors said the -DNI'ﬁ

is riot animplementing dgency

for rehabilitation ‘and recon-

struction projects since that s

the job of the Department of
Public Works and Highways.
Pursuant to Republic Act
10121, the QRF is a “standby
fund for relief and recovery
programs in order that situation
and living conditions of people

1,967 miltion compared to the

same items botight in retail.
~Review of the disbursement

¢ vouichers and supporting docu-
* merits disclosed that the prices -

of the above items procured out
of ORF are higher by at least
“1,967,062.44," the COA said.
“The overpricing of various
urchases noted above rendered
doubtful the reasonableness of
the cost of the rest of the pro-
curement made out of QRE”
State auditors said the DND

must strictly implement the

provisions of the General Ap-

‘tn.communities or areas stricken

by disasters, calamities, epidem- . "1ne 208 .
“transter will not directly ben-

“jcs or complex emetgencies may
‘be normalized as quickly as
- possible,” they added. - -
" “There are other government
‘agencies which facilities were
likewise affected by disasters
“but could not have these re-
paired /reconstructed because
‘they have no capital outlay in
its budget, thus for DND and

its bureaus fo take advantage of.

‘the QRF lodged in their budget
for their own facilities may not

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN .. . .«
Dbe propet,” theysaid. .~

“The purpose of the fund

efit the people living in com-

" munities or areas stricken by
‘calamities; epidemics, crises:

arid catastrophes who are the

“intended beneficiaries in the

above definitions of QRE! ..~
. State auditors questioned
the DND’s purchase of medi-
cine, medical supplies and
bottled water totaling P8.355

million last year as they were

more expensive by at least

Hion of the QRE
They -advised

propriations Act on the utiliza-

the DND to

““gee to it that procurement ot
oFORF ate strictly i dccordance -
with RA 9184,” or the Govern-

ment Procurement Reform Act.”

In response, the DIND said the
programs, activities and projects
charged against the QRF are also
geared toward ensuring that the
situation and living conditions of
people in communities or areas
stricken by calamities, crises and
catastrophes may be normalized
as quickly as possible.
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2014

. Amid ‘marifime tension -
in the Spratlys
the Philippi
ithe
ances with friendly states. .

_ jsland chain,
lippines continues t0
then its defense alli--

sdnesday. the gov--

“ernment forged a defense

. agreement with France.
o DéfeﬁSé'-_:Sécrétary_"Voltaire'
‘Gazmin and French Ambassa- -

dor Thidtry Mathou inked the
defense cooperation arrange-
ment, whi ch'both countries
had béen working on since

“Our relationship would
be further enhanced as we
institutionalize our coopera-.

 tion through this agreernent,”
Gazmin said during the sign-
ing: ceremony held at the
“defense department at Camp
Aguinaldo. "~

UBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.co

France, Phl ink defense

could start working on the

implementation of the deal..
~.+-UUnder the arrangemernt,

both countries agreed to focus

their: cooperation on high- .

level dialogues and defense

- policy coneiltations, visits:
of defense and armed forces .
authorities, education’ and

training exchanges, and coop-
eration in defense equipment,
logistics and defense industry.
" “The Armed Forces of the
Philippines is deemed 10 be .

‘one of the weakest in the

region. Manila has been on a
diplomatic offensive to boost
security allfances and its de-

“fense capability o oo
- Ttisalso enlistirig the sup-
port of othet countries for

Turn to Page 8

its' maritime arbitration
case against China. The
case questioned the legal-

ity of Beijing’s nine-dash.

line territorial and mart-

' fime claims to almost the

entire South China Sea.
“The conclusion of the
Philippines-France De-
fense Arrangement is very
timely given the increas-
ing defense and security

~ challenges both countries

are confronted with, The

copperation provided fot
in the agreement could
enhance the two countries’
defense capacities and ca-
pabilities essential in ad-
dressing such challenges,”
defense spokesman FPeter
Paul Galvez said. °

Aside from its key ally
the United States, the Phil-
ippines also has standing
defense cooperation agree-
ments with Japan, Australia
and several Asian countries.

Page: {
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Philippifies:

* .. The defense éfrar.lge'nient,' wherein both -

: ‘countrieshave agreed to commonly work o’
“preay and jssues involving defense and secu- -
- rity;was signed on May 11 t the Department =

of National Defense (I_)ND)_inCamp Gen.

+*. efense Secr tiry Voltaire T. Gazminand
Fi‘anéhzﬂmbassadorf‘l‘hierry_Mé’nhou have-
formally signed the '
daferise cooperation

agrge‘ment'that polsters: "
between France andthe..

1o

" Emilio Aguinaldo. .

‘The two countries have been negotiating' .
_ the said defense arrar_xgement gince 2014.
o Ima st_atement, ihe DND said the agree-

‘eldiglo jefe
 visits of defense and,
eration in the field
gistics and the de

Gazmm,Mathou sign PH-France defense deal
" petenes nd '_;menf«_;oaia-sé;:;,;fag*é;;ﬁi;ﬁ;sﬁ;'-;;sf"a;;-
fense cooperation for the phiﬁppme's and-
France. .o Bt T

Uri_déii'-'t-'hé”ﬁ?éxﬁé%ﬁbzrk;’boiﬁ'- cotintries -

" agreedtofocus their cooperationon HEh %
aies and defense policy consultations,
' a;quferc;és_ﬁﬂmﬁriﬁes','

‘ OEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI

C AEFAIRS ~ Emat! ad¢h oacpa.anmy

2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02)

§45-0555 Losal: 5285, 5293
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1.ourdes

“ment- Officer VJ ulieta Lozano, Procure
ment Management
_Tanqgintic,- Administrative Assistant TH

e
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m T
_orﬁgrgd'-ygs_terd
corruption-cha

spa.army

L arplo- it _
ay the filng of graft and-.
ges again

_Eidéﬁti:ﬁed a8 DBM Under-
Evelyn Guererro, Directar iv
Santiago, procurement Marnage-
Officer I Mervin Ian .
.8

PERLIR R e e
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grving the peO

 intercommunication 0
- pyer-pressure valves and roll-up floot. - -
She noted the boats were
ort model arid not for military yse and

sp 10T |
WV officials co

that the said DB
with Joavi causing

e e

i ; stosix officials: pi
“ ot the'-ﬁépartment’-_'of Budget and Man-" '
- agement (DBM) in ‘connection with the
alleged purchase of substandard rubber..
boatsin 20107 - o L L BEEL
/- They were
secretary

rale

gvernment.”

2012@gmatl.com— Tel no.
ple. Sec

204 2@gmail.com - Telno.

orales said Joavi fatled 0 comply with
certain gpecifications 1_ikeij:hé__'absenc'g of
¢ inflation Va'lv_g_s,’-.

uring the jand.

designed as
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finanicial losses to the
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 BEIJING (AP) - Seeking to calm
 escalating tensions in the South Chind
Sea; top generals from. China and the’

“U.§, spoke byphone and said they were
 peay to work out an effective meche
nism 'fuo’."_p:reven_t c_q_r_x_frbn;tatio:n__;_ ind

China, US gen
tion “more than any other countryinthe
world,” secording to a statement posted
On the Defense Ministry’s website.

. While denying that Beijing was
responsible for current tensions, Fang
&aid China wanted fo expand commu-
nication and cooperation with the Us

~igp-prevent-the issue impacting on the .
Sverall relationship: - e
S ¥The chmmon groumdand prospects ..
for coaperation between China and the
1S far exceed our disagreements and
coniradictions,” Fang was quoted as
saying. China wants to take the big
picture of China-US relations as the

[

“innocent pass

routihe missions intended merely to
* reinforce the Navy's determination 0
“fly; operate, and sail anywhere that

international law

“Andwe certainly do not want tosee
. the tensions increase, because of the -
rigk that that could pose to the extensive

commerce that's
gion of the world,

«fe have done that at Jeast a couple of
times just in the last four or five months.
1t is not infended to be a pravocative act.
Ttismerelya demonstration ofa principie

tnat the president

occasions, whichis that the US witl fiy, op-

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

M

erals work

 highter jets,

e 'nWashington','St'afé-néinﬁaft'niéé{t”
Spokesman Josh Earnest said such
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ARILA: BU

Chma,US generalé WOfkout =

PO

basis for approaching the South China
Sea issue, Fangsaid. . - S

" The conversation followed a sharp
verbal exchange following a US de-

‘stroyer’s sail-by past China’s largest
pan-made island in a move 10 exercise | area
~ .+ . ‘military No. 2 and became prominent

freedom of navigation. L e
China said it deployed two navy

and fhiree ships fo track and -warn off

tho USS William P Lawrenceasitsailed "7

Wednesday within 12 nautical miles {22

" kilometers) of Fiery Cross Reef, the

limit of what international law regards
.asan island’s territorial sea.

age” cruises were

allows.”

conducted in that re-
» warnest said.

cally vital area.
PNA/PTD

1aid out on a number of

Email add: oacpa.armyzmZ@Qmaii,com

1 2@gmaii.com - Tel no, (62; B4 L0555 L ooal 5285, 5285c6¢
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-~ maintain stability in fhe region,
- Chinese Chief of the General Staff
- Fang Fenghui told the Chairman of the

one early warning aircratt...

Page: f

IS Joint Chiefs of Staff Joseph Dunford
in a video conference Thursday that
China values fréedom o H&VIE -8

ged at high tide for all buttwo-
rocks - is now ap artificial island with
“‘along airstrip, harbor and burgeoning
_ ahove-ground ihfrastructure. It dwarfs -
"4l other features in the disputed

area, was recently visited by China's

_i’n’_.th’q Chinese media when & famous
singer.of patriotic anthems entertained -
sthere. . oo on
©+._China said such “provocative ac- .
“fions” justified itin boosting “all cat-
egories of military capacity building” -
on its island strongholds in the South
China Sea. .

3

“orate and <l anywhere that international

1aw allows,” Farnest said adding that this
operation was undertaken in consistent
with that principle. :
China has sout

to aimost the entire Spith China Sea
by constructing new isfands such a8
Fiery Cross Reef atop coral outcrop-
pings, adding te {heyn airstrips, harbors
‘and military infrasiructure. The US
refuses to recognize the new features
as enjoving the tegal rights of naturally
oecurring islands, and while it takes no
formal position on sovereignty claims,
insists that ali nations enjoy theright to
freely sail and fly {hrough the strategi-

eht to bolster its claim

(With a report from
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e_fdemai'r;_!a‘_War
ks, top

international

rovide greater

waters and airsp

gnificant M
n ou to strengthien our -
gional presence, enhance partner-

tingent ite
Tn'an article

feration of. the.air ¢ ntingent in - Forces website, ships and _@PSWQ_:-SECWW;_Whﬁ?_-hYmg
pines hay 1 out of the groundwork for all future joint air

e |

_ together wi contingent deployments,” gaid Gen. -
er _ ‘Pave Hawks flew a final mi * LoriRobmson, PACAT commander and
mderbolt 11 aircraft completed four 28 in international waters west of the . U PACOM’s Theater J oint Forces Alr
.niaﬁﬁxhe.simaﬁona}_aw'aréneés flights . Philippines. = . T § Gdijnponent commander S
Tinand around the West Philippine Sea The aircraft conducted air and mark 2T We gineerely thank our Philippine -
A L s : ' - partners for providing this exceptional
opportunity fo strengthen our interoper-
ability” he added. ~ .~ R
"t will be recalled that the four A-10C
* Tinmderbolt If aircraft and two HH-60G
Pave Hawks rescue helicopters remainied
inClark after the conclusion of thisy ar’s
Baliikatan Exercises last April 15"~
They were part of the newly stood up
IS air contingent whose missions nclude
operations ranging from air and maritime
domain awareness, personnel recovers:
combating piracy, and assuring all na-
tions have access to air and sea domains
throughout the region in accordance with
international law. C
... Throughout their time ifr the couniry,
the A-10s flew four migsions in interna-
tional waters and international airspace
increasing air and maritime domain
| awareness while promoting regional
stability and security.

e

* Warthogs

Sines have flown out-of the” PACAF public affairs, sai

Tius;aftevthefﬁﬁr g An‘fbrceAmC
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HINA and{theUS are pullmg
~outall the stops befg_r_e a court

| 'clalm to a large part of the South

i 0r1al

- China Sea, with a flurry of diplomatic
“and mlhtary activity across Southeast

o Asza in recent Weeks

The stakes are ngh Whﬁe the

‘the case brought against Chma by

" the Philippinesisn’t enforceable :

<could create momentum eithet tor -
~or against Beijing, whichhas been’-
. busyt reclalmlngland inawaterway -
that hosts more than $5 trillion of

“trade a year.

The matter being cons:dered by
the tribunal in The Hague more
than 10,000 kilometers from the
~ South China Sea goes to the heart

. of the strategic rivalry between the .
. USand Chiiain'the western Pacific. .

For China and the US, which is not
a claimant but has positioned itself
* asthe champion of freedom of navi-
gation in the area, the raceisonto
win the support of as many nations
—large and small—as possible be-
fore the decision is handed down.
“If you think in terms of a chess
beard, everyone is moving pieces
around in anticipation of the next
phase of events in the South China
Sea emerging from that PCA find-
ing,” said Malcolm Davis, seniorana-
lystatthe AustralianStrategic Policy
Institute in Canberra, refen'mg to
the Perrnanerit Court of Arbitration,
The ruling is expected mid-2016.

| Smor offlczais have been bus;r

China'stop mlhtaryoffmer recently .
visited Fiery CrogsReef—about500:
ki from the Philippines —along .
with a group of singers to entertain
- troops; Foreign Minister Wang Yi

- has roped in'Russia and is claiming
“gupport: from countries as diverse
asGambia, Poland and Qatar foras:

pectsof China'sargument thetribu-
nalhasnojurisdictionand disputes

- should be solved bilaterally.

The countryevenmade abotched
effort to get Fiji to back its position,

- and its ambassadors are demandmg o

" outsiders stop meddling. -
Meanwhile, TS Defense Secre~ ]

tary Ash Carter j ioined an aircraft
carrier in its patrol of the waters,

simrtly aftez agreelng toa beefed__

the 19-nautical-mileterritorial zone -
around Fiery Cross Reef, where Ch:— :
nahas completed an. a1rstr1p '

Coast guard vessels

THE Philippines is only one of sev-
eral Southeast Asian claimantsin
the South. China Sea—others in-
clude’ Malaysia and Vietnam—but
it has been the most vocal. Since
it turned to international arb1tra—

- "tion in 2013, China has built more
“than 8:000 acres of land on sévernr
S _features in the area, and its coast

~"guard and naval vessels have be-

come a more frequent presence, -

Part of the diplomatic flurryis -
aimed at the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, the central
voice through which countries in

: 'theregxonspeakontheSouthChma_
T8 egi Sofar, Aseanhasavoidederiti=n -
' ¢izingChinabyname, while calling -

fortensionstobe minimized, China
is keen to keep it that way-—and
just needs one Asean member to

~side with it to do so. China’s trade

with Asean in 2014 was more than
$360 billion, well above the US.

Others, including the US, are
stressing the need for a firm,
united Asean response to the ar-
bitration ruling.
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- 8¢o.Chinese and US diplomats

. are crisscrossing the region. Wang’
inet leaders of Brunei Datrussalam, -
~Cambodia and Lao PDR, and this
week top diplomat Yang Jiechi vis- g e s
“ited MalaysiaandIndonesia. Daniel ! . If YOU thlnl( 1n ter ms Of a Chess :
Russel, the senior US diplomat for | b . d T S S
Fast Asia, finished a swing through" - oo b oaraq, EVe]TYOIle 13 mOVH.‘lg
Laos,VietnamandMalaysiaonMa’y . 4 R w j.'_c'. L IR T . RSN '. i
17. President Barack Obama visigs .= . pleces around._ ln antICIPatlon Ofthe
Vietnam this month before travel-" next phase Of eventSin the SOUth
it herehemayscs China Sea emerging from that PCA

finding”—AUSTRALIAN STRAT
- PoLiCY INSTITUTE

' mosterta inly reject the'outcome.
‘The quéstion then becomes how it
- responds. At Qne_'ekti’éfhe it may .
choose to tatchet down ‘tensions -
by halting constructionon the feas
tures it already occupies.
At the other end of the scale, it
“may startbuilding anisland on the
Scarborough Shoal, seized from the ;
Philippinesin 2012, and aprospect
- -yaised by. chief.of naval operations .
U Adm. Eéhn_'Riéh'ards'ch"in March, |
- Theuninhabited shoal lies several !
bundredkilometersfromManilain
a4 otherwise mostly empty area ©
.the Sauth China Sea. = & v o
"~ Chineseradar, aircraftand 0 STX
“siles based on Scarborough would -
be able to reach Manila, as well as
. basestobeusedbyUSforces Build:
- Vingonthe shoalwould be the “firial
nailin the coffin” for Asean-based |
efforts to manage the tensions, ac-
cording to Zack Cooper, a fellow at
the Center for Strategic & Interna-
tional Studies in Washington. ]
Awild cardisthisweek’selection
of Rodrigo R. Duterte as Philippine
president. Duterte has given mixed
messages, indicating hemayne goti-
ate with China oy, at the cther ex-
treme, takeajetskiout topersonally
lay claim to a disputed feature.
Bioomberg News
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BYDeifnT Maﬁartlr. e i
Inquzrer Southern Luzon

'LUCENA CITYmThe admmmrat:lon of presump—'
tive President Rodrigo Duterte should respect and -
comply with existing agreements between the
government and communist rebels to ensure the
success of the peace negotiations, exiled Commu-

nist Party of the Philippines (CPP) founder Jose

Maria Sison said on Friday.

“In an online mtemew Slsozz__'
‘smd Duterte’s representatives .
and - the: National Democratic -
Front of the Philippines (NDFP) .

“should reaffitm the. existing

agreements - and comply with

the obizgatzons therein.,” '
“The NDFP car negotiate on-

Iy with' a government. that

Knows how to respect and com—_._'f__
‘ments had been approved by

ply with agreements,” saitt Si-
son, NDFP’s chief political con-
sultant, from the Netheriands,

more than 10 significant agree-

representatives of both parties
since’ 1992, including two ma-

Luis JaEandom’”NDFP peace g
panel: chair, - earliér ~assailed "
‘President -Aquino for: his sup-
‘posed - “disrespect” -of agree-
ments signed. by government-
‘and CPP-NDFP representatives”
" during the administration _of _
" former President Fidel'Ramos. -
-NDFP ‘records showed that- .

“jor:: agreements——the " Joint
Agreement on Safety and Im-

munity | Guarantees (Jasig),
signed on Feb. 24, 1995; and

the’ Comprehenswe Agreement:
“on Respect .for Human Rights:
and International Humanitasi-:
an Law (Carhnhl), szgned on::

March'16:1998."
Under the Jas1g, ccnszz}tants
and staff of the NDFP Who were

EF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa. army2012@gmatt.com - Tel no, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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part. of the. negonatmg “team,
were ' granted. immunity from
arrest and - detention: It “also
provided safery guarantees “to
create.

- favor_able atmosphere

a_t_1y'1nc1dent .that ‘may. Jeopa:c—
dize the peace. negotiation:”

- Carhrih! was the first of foﬁr i
ﬁ;ubstantwe peace agenda items -

that wotld form the final peace
settlement - wsth the. NDFP to
_end the more than four decades
of “communist  rebellion. The
agreement ‘sought to uphold
principles of human rights ; and
intérpational humanitatian Taw
-m the context of armed conflict.

" in his campaign speeches, -

Dutertc had deelareé that-he

“would reopen peace “negotia-
tons with the NDFP if elected
‘ president.

Jalandem in a separate on-

' _the resumption ofpeaee talks

_ -'Concrete actions
peace negcnatlons ‘and’ avert
_nzed repzesentamves ‘of. beth
sides to meet and discuss con-
crete actions and plans to effec:.

line interview on- Thursday, -

called for ati immediate meeting -

with ‘Duterte’s ‘represertatives :_-'3'
“write down the agreement that

*their tespective principals. otder
~their operational cominands and

to discuss Hiow to proceed with

“THe next step i

tively move- the peace negotia-

“tions: demswely forward. These:

could include a mittual cease-
fire, whichrwould be a [gesture
of goddwﬂi} from both szdes
Jalandonisaid.

“While the proposed meetmgs_

' coulé be done ind venue agreed.

by both parties, Jalahdoni re-

‘minded Duterte that past agree-

ments snpulated a “neutral”
ferezgn venue for formal peace
negotiations.”

Sison said a mutual ceasefire’
could be worked out to main-

tain peace dunng the negoﬂa—

tions, :
“The “two s1des can_smply

Uunits to cease. ‘and desist ﬁom
carrying out ‘offensive
irig at thei adversaries
- Sison said’ there couldalso be
“prmnsmns to ensure the imple-
mentation of the agreement; In-
';vesngate ‘the ceasefire vmla—
tions and d;scuplme those re—

sponsible for these.” o
Petér  Lavifia; - Dute_:_rt_e 5
spokesperson earher “said

‘Duterte might order the release

“of jailed communist ‘Tebels to
" pave the way . for the resump-

tionof peace talks.
Jalandoni . welcomed Duter«

- te's offer but ¢larified. that the

‘release of “political prisoners
was not-a precondition to the
holding of formal talks. -
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SELF-EXILED -Commu
“nist Party of the Philip-
pines founding chair-
man Jose Ma. Sison will

nd military pro-
decidé

sume ‘peace. falks wil

theincoming Dutertead- -
ministeation, the Philip-™
-pine: National Police: .

spokesperson. said ye
terday,

" PN spokesman Chief. *-
‘Superintendent WilbenM. -
‘Mayor said that although'.

Sison is wanted for rebel-

liof, his iame expéctedly

would be included iri'the’:

aimed at er}ding the more

: 1aﬁf6ﬁ_r_~"dé:c' des-old.
stinsurgency inthe coun-

ol under full

talksime T
“There have been -
stances wherein CPP/
NPA leaders who are the::
subjects of ‘warrants of
*arrest were not arrested
becaiise they were issued .
Joint AgreementonSafety | safe conduct passes for -
and Immurity Guarantees
(JASIG) between the in- -
coming administration ..
and the commuinist nove- .
_ment_ in"case the two
groups resume - talks .

heté are instarices wher,

goverr_)méﬁfdgrjngpeate_z-"

““peing fembers of their.

peacepanel,” Mayorsaid.

-..ThePNPspokesperson .
~saidthatbased orrthepro-
_nouncemenis of the pre-
‘sumptive " president, |
“we're going inthatdifec-

- "We will soor hay
~newadministrationandit
- ‘appears that its policy is
., geared towards the peace

“process. L E
r " cHarice,” he gaid. -
\dividual in the country, . -year-old
.. én  flew to Ufrecht, Nether-
“the warrant may not'be.  Jands when peace talks
“served on persons giver
safeconductpassesby the ./

Lét's give

"\ The 77-year-old Sison

“failed in 1987, The CPP's
.armedwing, theNew Peo-
“ple’s Army-is said:tobe
- composed of some.4,000
‘guerrillas, down from a

peak of 26,000 in the
1980s. Despite their size,
the NPAhoweverremains

‘a fotce to reckon with in
+ somé pazts of the country
where they have corisis-

tently launched surprise
attacks on “soft targets”
including police and mil-

jtary installations and
* ‘mining, logging and tele-
“cornmunication facilities:

. AlfredDalizon
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EXILED Co o
arty of the Philip<
sfounding chajr-

SELF.

o fa{im-'_hbnié and re:
sumé peace falks with
the inéoming Rodrigs’

ToWe will soon have 8
pew admivistration and il
ppears that ‘its policy s
‘gearad towards
process. Let’s give it a
harice,” he-saids o

= Mayo

ioht sand the Sison
movement taterializes, Bi-
ron will be asgured of-gov-"
ernment protection. .7

Army,xs said “tobe _cbn"l»

éﬁ:sél ) e
‘posed of some 4,000 guer-

“gafe _éo’nduc'i:’-pas_ses’ bemg
isswed to rehel representa- rillas, down from 4 peak of
tives are msually belng give - 26,000:1n ‘the 1980s, De-
o to military and pohce: spite their, sizg, the NPA,
‘units to make them under- however, remains a fagee to
. stand-that-the subjects.. reekon with in some parfs
10 that in cise” should notbe arrested dur-.. f the country where they
i-he 1tk “have consigtently Jaurched
stirprise attacks on “soft
- farpets including police and
military installations “and
s, lopging and telecoui:
riinication facilities

gto that _leECﬁOXL i

the peace

Y5

W ts Uitrecht; Netherlands®
when peace talks failed in -

"1987..The CPP'earmed
wing, the New Peoplé's:

ded

Duterts administration,
the Philippine National
Police 'spokesperson
said yesterday. . S

- PNE spikesman Chief
Superintendent Wilben M.
Mayor, said that although
Sison i¢ the subject of ex-
isting warrants of arrest for
rehellion; bis name expect-
edly. would e incloded in
the Joint’ Agreernent "on
Safety and Immunity Guar-
antees (JASIC) between the
incoming administration
and the commumist move-
ment in case the two groups
Fesumé talks mimed :at
ending the more than four
decades old leflist insurgesn-
¢v in the country. - -

Mayor -explained that
slthough sil officers of the
Jaw can serve & warrant of
arrest issued against any
individual in the country,
there are instances when
‘the warrant may not be
served and that includes

- persons given ‘safe conduet
-padsest-hy e gaverntmént
during pesce talks, "
" #There have been in-
stances wherein CPP/NFA
leaders whe are the sub-
jeets of warrants of arrest
were not arrested because
they were lssued safe con-
duct passes for being mem-
bers of their peace panel,”
Mayor said.

The PNP spokesperson
said that based -on the pro-
nouncements of the pre-
sumptive president, ‘we're
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SWIN M?N& AGAINST THE CURRERNT
Tappin g external
sources of su

HE Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) as “pro-
. teetor of the people” can
ol never distance itself from
the people. It will have to make
progress, using its A¥P Transfor-
mation Roadmap (TR), along the
governance and transformation
pathway, only with the people. It will
‘have to win the support and coopera-
tion of the very people itis supposed
ip serve, and whose interests it is
expected to protect and promote. I
has bacote very clear to-the AFE
given its doctrine articulated in the

1PSP: Bayanihan, that peace and -

development can be woni and secured
through three closely inter-related
approaches: the whole of the orga-
nizafion {in this case, the “whole of
AFP™); the “whole of government”
(i.e, working in close solidarity with
other government agencies); and

“ihe “whole of the nation™ (Le. work-

ing with all segments of the civilian
sector in a pesitive and mutually
supportive manner).

It is for this reason that under
the AFP TR, all AFP units have to
be closely and functionally aligned
with the strategic priorities inciuded
in the transformation roadmap. The
wwhole of AFP” would need to move

- forward, towards the attainment of

its vision, by fostering and observing |

the “culture of jointness”. In other
words, there are no impenetrable
sitos artificially erected between
AFP units. Indeed, every AFP unit

U

pport

N

must contribute to the achievement
of targets set in the CS AFP Perfor- '
mance Scorecard. gt
Even as the process of internal
alignment is being strengthened
under the “whole of AFP_approach”,
similar positive steps should be un-
dertaken to give flesh and substance
to the “whole of government” and
«whole of the nation” approaches.
The AFP is already involved in a
whole gamut of activities aimed at
strengthening working relationships
with other government agencies at
all levels; it has also started to reach

out towards, and work closely, with
- civil society organizations and other’

segments of the civilian secfor.. ;1
All these processes and activities
associated with all three approaches
inevitably invoive the Office of the
Chief of Staff of AFF To help ensure
that they are connected with, and
properly supportive of the AFP TR,
the AFP has decided to formally set
up'a Muiti-Sector Governance Coali-"
tion (MSGC). A small, collegial hody—
_as small as a normal Board of Direc-
tors in any modern corporation, and
as collegial as any corporate Roard
of Directors——-the AFP MSGC serves
ag a Board of Advisers to the CS AFP
Its members are drawn from govern-
ment, business, academe, media, and
civil society. The CS AFP may draw
from its advice, perspectives, and
expertise, let alone the networks into
which the members of the MSGC are
plugged and connected into, 50 a3 to
provide any assistance to the AFP
as it pursues the different strategic

priorities in the AFP TR. - :
. Qutside of providing advice and

“any assistance to the C8 AFE the

members of the MSGC may serve
as external assessors of the per-

formance ¢laims, made under the’

AFP TR, They ¢an give their “impri-
matur” of the actual gains the AFP
may present to the general public,
in fact because they have checked
the actual records and overseell the
external audit precess. Furthermore,
several members of the MSGC may
have specific expertise, which the
AFP would badly need, such as ex-
pertise onreal estate and area devel-

" gpment {needed in connection with
© determining the best and proper use
of AFP-owried real estate-assets). -

Some members of the MSGC may
also use the media platforms where
they have an influence in order to
communicate more effectively to the
general public the accomplishments
of the AFP under the AFP TH.
Since the AFP MSGC has been

meetitig regularly for a-few ‘years:-

now, it has become clear that it has
great potential for helping the CS
AFP in meeting the targets set in
the AFP Performance Scorecard. 1t
is up to him to tap into such a poten-
tial, particularly in substantiating
the two other approaches that the
IPSP: Bayanihan calls for, the “whole
of government”, and the “whole of
the nation”. This would top off the
«whole of AFP” approach, which is
being secured through the internal
alignment of all AFP units with the
AFP TR.
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At Grount level

-~ BySATUR C. OCAMPO

. goals in first 6 months =~

Well ahead of his formal proclama-
ton as the nation’s 16th President by
the joint session of the Senate and the
House (sitfing as National Board of
Canvassers for the presidential and
vice presidential contests), Rodrigo R.
Duterte has lined up three big initiatives
concurrently within the first siX months
of his administration. .

The initiatives will implement
Duterte’s three-pronged platform, said
Peter Lavifia, his campaign spokesper-
son and now member of a transition
team formed by the presumptive presi-
dent. These are:

» Pursue a 24/7 fight against drugs,
criminality, corruption, and poverty
(the'single promise highlighted il his
presidential campaign that generated a
groundswell of popular support); =

¢ Call on Congress to pass a law for
the election of members of a Constitu-
tional Convention fo undertake a “major
rewriting” of the 1987 Constitution.
Objectives: to institute a shift to a federal
parliamentary form of government, and
to ease the current restrictions on foreign

~ownership of land; public utilities, edu+

‘cational institutions, and participationin
the exploitation of natural resources; and
¢ Pursue negotiations and forge peace

- agreements toward political settlements

of the protracted armed conflicts both
with the Left revolutionary forces and
the Muslim rebel organizations, (Lavifia
described this step as a “golden oppor-
tunity” because the long-term Davao
City mayor has been close to both the
leaders of the Left and the Bangsamoro
organizations.)

How the anti-drugs and anti-crimi-
nality drive will be carried out remains
to be seen. (Thankfully the threatened
killings en masse haven't been repeat-
ed!) Relatively tame steps, such as im-
posing a curfew and banning the sale of
liquor after midnight (as in Davao City),

. On rewriting the Constitution, the

‘proposal to shift from a unitary to a

 federal system of governmerithas stirred

spirited debates, which should be en-

- couraged. However, easing the restric-

- tions on foreign ownership®continues

10 meet strong public opposition since

- thig was formally proposed under the

Estrada administration. A'joint resolu-
tion on this proposition, sponsored by
the Senate and House leaderships, is
pending in the 16th Congress.

- The amendments to be recommended
by the proposed Constitutional Conven-
tion, Lavifia said, would be submitted to
a plebiscite during the mid-term elec-

tions in,2019. Per Duterte’s timeline, if

the shift to a federal system is adopted
by the Con-Con and ratitied in the plebi-

" gcite, the first federal elections would
take place after the end of Duterte’s term
in June 2022, '

The third initiative is to pursue peace
negotiations, specifically with the Na-
tjonal Democratic Front of the Philip-
pines, which the P-Noy government

. shiunted aside in 2013, but didr/t formal-
' ly terminaté. Various peace advocates
~human rights defenders, church lead-
ers and formations, nongovernmental
organizations, and communities - have
zealously pushed for resuming the talks.
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Last April 25, Duterte took time out

from his campaign to engage ina Skype.

discussion with Jose Ma. Sison, CPP
founding chair and NDFP chief political
consultant, on the urgency of resuming

the talks. Recalling Duterte’s plan.to.

visit the Vatican after the elections, Sison
suggested ~ and Duterte acceded - that
they meet up in Europe so they could
talk more extensively. Sison disclosed
recently that Duterte and CPP represen-
tatives were having preparatory talkson
the European meeting.” =~ - 7

- Besidesthe apparent.rapportbeﬁ;{fééh_

them (Duterte was Sison's student on
the history of political thoughtat the Ly-

ceum of the Philippiries in the 1960s), the

new presidenit can readily avail of useful
advice from three political allies who
had played key roles in the peace talks.
The first one is former‘President Fi-
del V. Ramos, who endorsed Duterte’s
presidential candidacy and presumnabily
is a senior adviser. It ‘'was during Ra-
mos’ tenure that the GRP-NDFP peace
talks = initiated by President Corazon
C. Aquino in 1986 but aborted after the
Mendiola Massacre in February 1987
— acquired traction and produced 10
‘substantive and procedural agreements
in onand-off negotiations between 1995
$0 1QUB. T L e
The most important agreement
signed so far has been the Comprehen-
sive Agreement on Respect for Human
Rights and International Humanitarian
Law (CARHRIHL), which the European
Parliament hailed as a “landmark” ac-
_cord. It provides for compensation to

eivilian victims of HR-IHL violations: -
Surely, Ramos would be interested to

see the completion of the peace edifice
he started to build — and not allow it to
crumble, as the P-Noy government ap-
parently has done. -

The two others (both Duterte’s long-
time buddies in Davao) are Jesus Dure-
za, a former congressman, and Silvestre
“Bebot” Bello II, incumbent congress-
man and former justice secretary. Dureza.
had been Ramos’ peace-adviser, and
Duterte has indicated he'would harness

Thim back to thatjob. Bello was a member

“of the government peace panel under

Ramos and panel head under President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. R

To his credit, Belto publicly defended-
the integrity of the agreements he had®
worked hard for, particularly the Joint:
Agreement on Security and Immunity
Guatantees (JASIG), when the P-Noy
government peace adviser, Teresita.

Deles, tried to discredit the accord and.

violated its provisions. Bello would be a
gobd chaice to be Duterte’s chief peace
negotiator with the NDFP. " s
Once the negotiations are resumed
at the stage that these were suspended
by P-Noy, it's important for earnestand
assiduous implementation of the CAR-
FIRTHL to follow. Doing that could turn
out to be Duterte’s landmark legacy as
president - rectifying the violations by
all previous administrations of human
rights and international ‘hdmanitarian

law during the almost 50-year ‘armed

“conflict.

* X ¥
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The Flanila Tunes
e

~ Sison and Duterte
deserve each other

" cations! Soczal and polmcal phenomena——
" and 1 don't say this from the perspective
- of the academe but from hands-on
CEWON'T speculate. To' me, there has learning—have a way of conformmg to
. Enever been a question of ifs or buts in- :_mexorable laws of development.-You
~making a decision, particulatly decisions only need to know the start of a certain

BY MAURO GIA SAMONTE
. COLUMNIST = = =

of far»feachmg socaal and pohtjcal 1mph—_:_'-' -

i% SAMONTE FROM A1

~ Sison and Duterte
deserve each other

process of social developmem to
be able to determine where that
process is leading to..
& When, for instance, Jose Marla
| Sison sought to re-establish the

Communist.Party of the Philip- ..

pines i1 1968, you could say as
early ‘as then that a wedge wouild
be driven through the Philippine
preletarian movement. The oth-
erwise already strong and unified
workers struggle under the aegis
of the Partido Komunista ng Pili-
pinas {PKP} would split up de-
-pending on the'existing world rift
between the Soviet Union and
the People’s Republic of China,
The Philippine working-class
movement was under the sway of
the Soviet Union, hence the Si-
son initiative of establishing the
new CPP (from the oid merger
party of Partido Komunista ng
Pilipinas-Partide Sosyalista ng
Pilipinas}, bannering Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tse Tung Thought
was clearly a push for the Chi-
nese line in the local scene of its
antagonism with Russia on the

- world scale. From then on, the ~ _|

¢ great prolefarian revolution in _i

the Philippines that in 1950 was

already perceived as poised for

a takeover of Malacafiang, was
headed for defeat.

| .-MY SAY

AURG GIA
SAMONTE

Thus-despite the fire and
fury of the Sisonite National
Democratic Revolution, which

- appeared headed for victory by

the time Matcos was appearing
to fall in 1986, that revolution
must crurmble from an endemic
characteristic of failure. The
rigid, inflexible anti- 1S Impe-
rialist line of the revolution
stood no chance at all against
the US-instigated purely anti-
Marcos line which the Cory fol-
lowers—the non-revolutionary
populace—embraced heart,
body and soul. Coupled with
its catastrophic boycott error
in the 1986 presidential snap
elections, the endemic defeat
of the National Democratic
Revolution took its gravest toll:
sitting by the roadside while
Cory and the yellow forces took
over Malacafiang,

{n
o

r™

B aawa eAS

" To begin with, that develop-
ment called EDSA T was just
a fitting finale of the gamiit .
of processes that were tiie Te-
establishment of the new Com-
munist Party of the Philippines
(CPP) and the formation of the
New People’s Army {NPA), which
came about as a result of the
meeting of then University of the
Philippines professor Jose Maria
Sison and Huk commander Ber-
riabe Buscayno, alias “Kumiander:
Dante”’—which meeting was

" brokered in Hacienda Luisita by

who else but Cory's husband,
Ninoy Aquino.

Doesn't this throw us back
to our original proposition?—
“You only need to know the
start of a certain process of
social developmentito beable-
to determine where that pro-
cess is leading to.”

Ninoy started it all dnd the
Aquine dynasty, from Cory
down to their son, reaped all the
harvest.

I embark on this teminis-
cence impelled by a most
pressing question.

Duterte, perceived to have won
the May 9 presidential election,
albeit on the basis of partial

unofficial returns, had come out _..
- openly to be an ally of Sison and :

his revolutionary remnanis and,
in fact, had chanted in a public
rally in Davao City: “Mabuhay
ang NPA."
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That chant certainly signaled
the start of a process for Sison, in
" much the same way that Ninoy's
instigated meeting between him
and Dante was in 1968. That
1968 start ultimately led to EDSA
1. Where will this Sison start with
Puterte lead to? Given the chaos
and breakdown of law and order
in the aftermath of the’ Sison-
Dante neeting with Ninoy in
1968 ['aminclined to beheve the

countryisin for bad tlmes under__

a Duterte pzes;dency

In the first place, the schmm
S;son 1mplemented w1thzn the-

CPP with'his Re-Affirm in 1991
has persisted and appears un: .-
ceasing. Revolutionaries have :
been pitted against one another -

solely on the basis of whether
one was RA (Reaffirmist} ot R]

(Rejectionist), The purge he . -
swept throughout the Party in ~

this summary manner has deci-
mated the revolutionary ranks,

which on the.eve of EDSA I were.. ...
countitig 25,000 regulars of the -

New People’s Army, 500,000
people’s militia capable of
armed combat, and an undeter-
mined number of Armed Pro-

paganda Units spread all over .
the land on which the party

organization had reached the

level.of Commissions. Within..
these commissions were poised
to arise Armed Independent -

Regimes, preparatory to es-
tablishing a people’s republic
encompassing the whole Philip-
pine archipeiago.

But a people’s republic was not -
the destined result of the Ninoy- -
Sison-Dante trystin 1968; it was |

EDSAL

- has:shown no regard for hu-

With Sison gaining ascendance !
in a Duterte government, he
shail have the pleasure of fi-
nally proclaiming victory for hls '
neirly half-century of protracted !
struggle—a struggle capped by .
three scores of his furlough -
in the Netherlands, shopping

in” alis and focking in disco -

joints, while his fanatical cultist
followers endlessly suffer deaths ©

and injuries in lopsided batiles L
with government forces. Duterte Lo
will save the day for 2 discred-

ited fevolutionary movement, 3 -

- discredited revolutionary Jeader. &

- This is the scariest develop- "
ment a Duterte government! -
can’bring to the country. Like
 Duterte who betrays an acute

e

sense of megalomania, Sison

e

man tights, as evidenced by -
summary executions of rebels -
suspected of being government .
deep penetration agents {DPA). -

At the helm of the CPP Polit-
“buro; ‘which-implemented-the

ERd

wide-scale policy of rubblng';

‘ot suspected governmerit spies .

in the revolution, was a former
solon whose loyalty to Sison
had betn unquestioned, ergo

his executions of comrades was -

quite in line with this loyalty.
. Nor has Sison shown reverence

“at- all-for life: The nation’ must
be told time and again that the
infamous Plaza Miranda bomb- :

ing in 1971, which killed eight, -
including a seven-year-old girl

cigarette vendor, was a craftsman- |
ship of Sison, as bared in the
Joint Investigation by the Senate
Blue Ribbon Committee and the -
Committee on Justice, in 1989,

.o

P

For that carnage alone, S1s0n
deserves multi-life sentences.
And what about the admitted
assassination by him of NPA
chief Rolandé Kintznar and
NPA leader Arturo Tabara?
Are these to be condoned in
the namie of peace? Criminal

~ charges have been filed in court

against Sison for these killings.
Sison had been enjoying accom- .

‘modation by the Netherlands,

which has no extradition treaty -
w1th the Ph;hppmes For which
reason-he. gefs unirolesied by

“the police deéspite the charges _

which otherwise would warrant
his arrest.. i i :

WeIcommg Sison back to the.
Philippines with even 2 guaran:
tee of peaceful living topped by a
potential power sharing of some
sort, depending on eventual ne-
gotiations between Sison’s rebel
group and the government, is the
height of injustice.

But then again, as madmen -

Cgiven to'no qualms whatsoever

about kiH_mg people—all sorts,
men, women, minors and chil-
dren—Duterte and Sison do just +
deserve each other. ' '
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Ane NARGUNGUNANG PAHEVAGANG TAGALOG SA Bansa
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i CeloLagmay -

SA biglangSulyap 6a larawanni President-:-
elect Rodrige Dutertesa pahinang Manila . -
Bullatin kamakalawa, tiyak na walang hindi
ikilabutari sa takot. Isipin na lamang na .
siya ay napaliligiran ng mga armadong
rebeldeng New Peaple’s Army NPA) ang,
‘Pulang Bagani Batallion na pingmumuntan
i Kumander Blizalde Ka Yanicey’ Canete.

SENTIDO KOMUN

Marahil, ang naturang ekéena ay naganap !

sa isang bahagi ng kagubatan nang isuko
ng mgarebeldesa bagong-halalna Pangulo
ang limang opisyal ng Philippine National !

Police (PNF) na dinukot ng natureng rebel

groap
nabakas ang mnga kilos na lagi nating
napapansin kay Duterte noong kasagsagar
“nyg kampanyavaong kanvang pagiging ..
mabiigsik lalo na kung binibigyang-diin
ang pananamantala at paglaganapng mga
karahasan sa mga komunidad at droga.

Sa halip, nadama ko ang marubdob
na adhikain ni Duterte na paigtinginang
kapayapaan at pagkakasundu-sundo
ng lahat ng nagbabangayan &t hindi
nagkakaunawaang sextor ng sambayanan.
Pagdating sa usaping pangkapayapaano

peace talks, nais niyang harapin hindi

* Jamarig ang mga rebeideng NPA kundi--

“maging ang iba't ibang sekior ng Mga

-~ rebeldeng Muslim sa Mindanao. Kabilang na
rito, marahil, ang Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLE), Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF), Bangsamozo lslamic Freedom
 Fighters (BIFF) at iba pa. Nais din kayang
harapin ng bagong-halal na Panguloag
* mga private army nia inaalagaan, wika
ngg, ng makapangyarihang mgz pulitiko
atmalalaking negosyante?

nabanggit na larawan, hindi ko -

Hindi.- ko nakadaupang-palad st

“Duterte kahit minsan sa buhay ko, subalit

naniniwala akona hindi stya mahihirapen
sa ‘pakikitungo .sa A nabanggit na

“ naghaharing grupo. Ang g2 estratehiyana

ipinatnalas riya sa Davao City na maraming
taon din ntyang piramumunuan ay sapat

. na upang tivakin ang kanyang tagurmpay
- 53 ganitong mga pakikipagsapalaran. Ang
-paglipol ng mga keiminal at mga sugapa :
sa droga ay marapat lamarig sa isang .
komunidad na pinamumugaran ngImga -
-mararahag: o G
..Ang planong pagpapalaya sa mga.

political prisoner na kinabibilangan ng

“mygarebelde &y epektibo ring elementosa -
peace process. Kaakibat itong inaasahang -

paglahok ng mga haligi ng Conimurist
Party of the Philippines (CPP) at National
Demoeratic Front (NDF) na pinerqumansan
ni Jose Maria Sison. [sa itong parazn upang
mawakasan ang pag-aaklasng NPA. .-
Anglahatngitoay maituteringna fsang
higenteng hakbang tangos2 kapayapaan.
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babago saKons

Naghihintay _.g'b.\ic}_h@gbaﬁsa'sa
- ibingtong nakararaniny  Pilipim

ibatig kandidato. Ngunitka

- guliraturisa bansa, maiiawa;

e

magiging tugon samea pro_b'}é

im—atbiiong lugor ra tatariggapin —
' ang Mindaniao, na panahon narg td

fiusyon, at

haaring dgad fa mafsakatipivan, g2yang

ikulat naang

ingito: man jaang
rolbahinriysang Fufanivg
ang atensiyong ipa hakalonl
gl

* iy sa minamabal iyanig rehiyon,
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AFP mum on Joma Sison's plan to return to Philippines

From the Philippine Star (May 13):

Jose Maria Sison, a former social science and English professor, founded the Communist Party of the
Philippines on Dec. 26, 1968, File photo

The' mﬂ;tary o Friday kept mum on réports that Commumst Party of the Philippines (CPP} founder Jose
Ma: “Joma" Sison would end his self-exile’and return to the country after Davao City Mayor Rodrigo

Duterte assumes the presidency.

“This is stili highly speculative and hence, we have respectfully declined to comment,"Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP} spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla told The STAR.

The 125,000-strong Armed Forces, nevertheless, vowed fo support the national security policies of
Duterte, who already have nearly 16 million votes as of this writing.

“The AFP fully supporis whatever policy would be set by the next commander-in-chief,” Padilla said.

“We are also in favor of holding peace talks with all groups so we can have lasting peace in our countyy,”
he added.

Padilla said the gains of economic development would be felt if the security issues of the problem are
resolved.

Earlier, Sison said he would end his decades-long self-exile in the Netherlands if Duterte, his former
student, visits him. He aiso said that the prospect for the peace talks with the government "seem to be

bright at the moment.”

Sison, a former social science and English professor, founded the CPP on Dec. 26, 1968. The CPP is the
politicai arm of the cormmunist rebellion in the Philippines whiie the New People’s Army (NPA) is its

military wing.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand,
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Military officials claim that the NPA has less than 4,000 members, down from a peak of more than 25,000
in the 1987.

Negotiations between the government and the communists hit a snag after the two parties failed to reach
an agreement on jailed rebel leaders.

The National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP), which represented the CPP and NPA in the
talks, had demanded the release of rebels facing criminal cases, saying they are working as peace
consultants and should therefore be immune from arrest.

The NDFP said releasing the jailed consuftants is in line with the Joint Agreement on Safety and [mmunity
Guarantees signed by peace negotiators in 1995.

Government negotiators, however, rejected the demand, saying there is no way to confirm the identities of
the rebels especially those using aliases.

During the campaign period, Duterte’s rivals claimed that the mayor has close ties with the NPA and
warned that communism would prevail in the country if he wins.

http://www philstar.com

ADDRESS INDIGENOUS CONCERNS: Cordillera iPs challenge Duterte
From the Manila Times (May 12):

The Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) challenged president-elect Rodrigo Duterte to dedicate his first 100
days in office addressing the urgent issues of indigenous peoples nationwide.

Representatives of the CPA said Duterte knows the problem well, since he comes from Mindanao and is
well aware of the spate of killings of the Lumad in the region. :

CPA's concern also include political vilification of indigenous activists and advocates, and the brazen non-
recognition of indigenous peoples’ right of self-determination.

“We have had our share of such discrimination and violation in the Cordillera,
homeland of the indigenous fgorot. We were part of the delegation of indigenous peopies that trooped o
Malacafiang in 2011, at the start of BS Aquino's term, to submit the Indigenous Peoples Agenda,” part of

CPA's statement said.

But they lament that their effort resulted to nothing as Aguino’s term proved only to be a continuance of its
predecessor, with the same programs and policies unieashed at the expense of the people, especially the

vast marginalized majority.

“We specifically put forward our Cordillera Peoples Agenda, which tackles the core concerns of
indigenous peoples' rights—ancestrat land and self-determination, with concrete legislative demands on
the urgent issues of human rights and peace, mining, energy, genuine regional autonomy, food security
and political participation and good governance”, the CPA said in a press statement.

The agenda further includes sectoral concems of drivers, women, youth, workers, senior citizens and
persons with disabilities. The resumption of the peace negotiation between the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines and Nationa Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDF) was also highlighted in

the agenda.

The agenda resulied from the Cordillera Day 2016 organized by CPA in the provinces of Benguet, Abra,
Army Core Purpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.

s




Ay vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
Mountiain Province, fugao, Kalinga, Apayao, including the City of Baguio in April.

CPA hopes that the incoming president wilf Jook inte these issues and consider these in his program of
action for the first 100 days in office, confident that the Duterte administration will listen to the voice of

indigenous peoples,

There were more than 100 highland tribal groups in the Philippines. The igorot tribes include Bontoc,
Ibalol, ifugaoc, Isnag, Kalinga, Kankana-ey and Tinguian,

Other mountain peoples In Luzon are the Isnags of Apayao province, the Gaddangs along the border of
Kalinga and Isabela provinces, and the llongots of Nueva Vizcaya and the Negritos, as well as the

Mangyan in Mindoro.

Among the most important groups in Mindanao coliectively called the Lumad, are the Manobo, with bigger
ethnographic groups such as Ata-Manobe and the Matigsalug in Davao City, Davac del Norte and
Bukidnon Province; the Langilan-Manobo in Davao delf Norte; the Agusan-Manobo in Agusan del Sur and
Agusan del Norte; the Pulanguiyon-Manobo of Bukidnon province; Ubo-Manobo in Davao City and North

Cotabato province, including the Arumanen-Manobo of Carmen, North Cotabato.

There are also the Dulangan-Manobo in Sultan Kudarat; the Talaandig, Higaonon and Bukidnon in
Bukidnon province; the Bagobo, Mandaya, Mansaka, Tagakaulo of Davao; the Subanon of Zamboanga,
the Mamanua in Agusan-Surigao border region; the B'taan, Teduray and Tboli in Cotabato province, and

Luwa'an in Samal island, and many others.
http//www.maniiatimes.net

Duterte urged: Remove troops from Mindanac indigenous communities
From the Philippine Daily inguirer (May 13):

Presidential frontrunner and Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte atiends a press conference after he cast
his vote in Davac Clty, on the southern island of Mindanao on May 8, 2016. AFF FILE PHOTC /NOEL

CELIS

Human rights group Karapatan on Friday called on presumptive President-elect Rodrigo Duterte to include
on his list of priorities the immediate pullout of military troops in indigenous communities in Mindanao.
To date, Karapatan said operations of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) have resulted in

the death of 318 people and the forcible evacuation of thousands of indigenous people,
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“There are still more than 2,700 evacuees at the Tandag Sports Complex in Surigao dei Sur and at
the United Church of Chyrist in the Philippines-Haran in Davao City. The [pullout] of military troops in their
communities and the disbandment of paramilitary groups can enable them {o go home,” Karapatan
Secretary Generai Cristina Palabay said.

The group also said the Duterte administration should release all political prisoners and resume the long-
stalled peace negotiations between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines {GFH) and the
National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).

“We chailenge the Duterte presidency to build on the people’s votes that was mostly repudiation of
everything that is the ‘tuwid na daan (straight path).’ He can start by junking Oplan Bayanihan and similar
counterinsurgency programs and take the road to genuine peace by addressing the roots of unpeace and
the ongoing civil war through the negotiating table,” Palabay said.

While the government denies the existence of politicai prisoners, Palabay said that as of March

2016, there are 543 political prisoners detained on false criminal charges. Of the 543, 18 are NDFP peace
consultants, whose protection under the GPH-NDFP agreement on safety and immunity guarantees has

been violated.

There are also 88 ailing and 48 elderly among the political prisoners, mostly poor peasants fighting

for their land rights,
hitp://newsinfo.inguirer.net

21 NFA repels face raps for ambush in Candonj
From the Visayan Daily Star (May 13}

Tweniy-one members of the New People's Army are facing two counts of murder, and two counts of
frustrated murder charges before the Negros Occidentai Provincial Prosecutor's Office, in connection with

the ambush of policémen on Feb. 18 in Candoni town.

The filing of charges against the NPA suspects stemmed from the ambush they had conducted against
policemen who were responding to a crime incident, on Feb. 18 in Brgy. Caningay, Candoni.

The incident, claimed by the NPA Armando Sumayang Command Jr, cost the lives of PO1 Henry Vel
Pachecoand PO3Joe Harry Peralta; and injuries to two other Candoni policemen, and two civilians.

Chief Inspector Lino Dalisay, chief of the NOCPPO Provinciai Investigation and Detective Management
Branch, said the same suspects were also charged on May 2 before the Provincial Prosecutors Offics for
the theft of three M-16 assault rifies and a Glock 9mm pistol, and malicious mischief, for damages to the

Mahindra police patrol car.

in 2009, Dafioso was arrested in Bacolod City, for illegal possession of firearms. He was later freed from
jail, after posting bail.

hitp//www.visayandailystar.com
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Gazmin, French ambassador sign arrangement for defense cooperation
From the Philippine News Agency (May 13);

Department of National Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and French Ambassador Thierry
Mathou formially signed on May 11 the arrangement which will serve as framework of defense cooperation

between the Philippines and France,

The two countries have been negotiating for the defense arrangement since 2014, DND
spokesperson Dr. Peter Paul Galvez said in a statement on Friday.

Under this framework, both countries agreed io focus their cooperation on high-level dialogues and
defense policy consultations, visits of defense and armed forces authorities, education and training
exchanges and cooperation in the fields of defense eguipment, logistics and defense industry.

“QOur relationship would be further enhanced as we institutionaiize our cooperation through this
agreement,” Gazmin said.

The conciusion of the Philippines-France Defense Arrangement is very timely given the increasing
defense and security challenges hoth countries are confronted with.

The cooperation provided for in the agreement could enhance the two countries’ defense
capacilies and capabilities essential in addressing such challenges.

Furthermore, this would enable France and the Philippines to cooperate in varicus regionat
security concerns to include humanitarian assistance and disaster response, maritime security and

counter-terrorism, among others.,

Both countries look forward to the initiatives that would be impfemented in accordance with the
defense arrangement.

“Now that the agreement has been signed, we could start working oh its implementation, | am
optimistic that we would be able to draw up a tangible cooperation pursuant 1o this agreement in the near

future,” Gazmin said,

hitp:/fwww . pria.gov.ph
!mpmv%sed bombs fcx_und inside_seuth Cotabato provincial iall, stricter security measures

up
Erom the Philippine News Agency (May 13).

Security has been tightened in the South Cotabato Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation Center
(SCPDRC) after an attempt by some inmates to bolt out of jail using improvised explosive devices (1ED),
officials said today.

South Cotabato Gov, Daisy Avance Fuentes directed jail officiale to strictly enforee jail policies on
visitors while investigation was going on as to who was behind the bomb-making activities inside South
Cotabato's largest the prison facility.

Several improvised bombs were found inside the compound but jail guards could not determine as
to how the IED made its way inside the compound.

The [EDs were found on the eve of election day. Jail officials believed bombing suspects could be
behind the bomb making and had planned to escape on slection day while security officials were busy.

Arrmy Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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