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l:iy Leua ﬁ. ba}avema .

ETHE POLL watchdog Pansh Pastoral Counc:ll for
jRespon_mble_ Voting (PPCRV) yesterday said its au— :

“We Fan several tests and I command center at Pope P;us E
am happy to report that there is - XII Cathglic Center on United
not.a‘single. anomaly found in - -Nations Avenue 1n Mamla and-

: the tests that we've had'_bo fan?

. _ server data _since Lhe P}uhp
: _recenres the resulte transmmedi pines began helding sutomated

“from - the vote-counting ma- elections n:2010, but it usually
:_chmes 1s housed at the PPCRV . NOCHEATING,’AI?

l
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not know Whlch of the tivo sets of data to_ :

.. releases the resuits 'menth ot 50 after the by

fpolis Singson said.:
“This time; however the PPCRV demded"’_

to release the results of its initial irregulari-
ty tests early because of the controversy
generated by an alteration ‘made to._the
_tzansparency Server seript, whlch resuited
m changes in'the hash code:-
-.Officials said the alteration resulted ofoly
cosmet[c change—the' correction of the
sp e]lmg of a candidate’s name--bit critics c«
sinlie o raise concerns about the integrity
the tesults, with the camp of Sen. Ferdinand
' Bongbong” Marcos, who'is z:rallmg argarines

-Stif Rep: Leni’ Robredo in thé vice premdemai
.precmcts whete the: undervote or; overvote"’

Tace, demandmg apublic audit of the computer .
systemns of the Commiission on Elections (Com-'

elec) and its technology parmer Smartmatic.

. “We hope truly that the hash code issue is

not used.or overblown to undermine the

' cred1b111ry of an’election [that] 0therw1se

seems to be credible as of the date of our

study,” Singson said.. )

election 1nspectors m1staken1y sent th
“Gults of the vote testing conducted on the

'_the electum resuits

~ - particular posmon she'said.

‘thah 95 percent of 1 Voters usm ga part;cular_.

‘machines before the’ elecnorzs; as well as

“The  PPCRV.‘also. ‘did not find - retusm
iggreater than the number of vuters sirl

There were. also. 1O retum p _1_nc s
where the' undervote or overvote 1s greater

position, she’ said.
.. Singson also sald the 2016 _elecaons had rhe'_.

. The PPCRV started the 1rreg'ulanty'”
-ondata received as of Thursday, aftet 95. 85
'percent of. clustered precmcts had tra
ted results. .
. The PPCRV tested for precmcts wu:h mul
tlple transmissions.of results, Singéon’ said.
-She .said. there  were four clusterad
precincts—otie in Parafiaque and three in_
Basilan—where the election returns were
placed: unéer observation of ilvestigation.
“This 'was likely due to'the sane machine
'sendmg two sets of xmsmatched data she’"
said, -
g Smgson sald however that there was no
1rregulanty 4 R
ZShe. explamed that the election returng in
'the fotir precincts could have been placed
-undet observation because the system did

b

" percent eight and a half hours after the .
- paﬂs closed, and in 2013 70 percernt trans- -
" igsion was ‘reached 22 hours after the
eiectzons ended, Singson said. o

_But.this year,” 70 percent transmlss:on'_;
Was achleved four ‘hours after the polls

I 201 P
s16n was reached aﬁfer 30 Hours. But this
" year, there was 90 percent transm1551or1 4.

began hoidmg ‘automated eIecuons n 201
In that year, r ched 76

hours after the balloting, =~ _
* The voter turnout was also unprecedent- -

_ 'jed Singson said. The Comelec recorded an .
81 percent voter turnout in the cotntry, and

37 percent for overseas absentee voting,

'

|
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Troops
deployed
for special polis

. An Armn battalion hes
ager. deploved to Lanao del
Sur to ensure the smooth con-
Fugt of special elections.

Brig. Geen. Restituto Pa-
diliz, Armed Forces of the
Philippines spokesman, said
vesterdn: special elections
were hela in Barangays
Picalilangan, Magonava.
Kaililidan. Siete Aisha and
Mainidig in Binicayan town

“Special poliing precincts
apened ag carly as 030 a.m.
So far, it's peacefu!l and

_orderlv.” Padilla said, citing
reports received by the 103rd
Infaniry Brigade.

The mititary and police in
Lanao del Sur are on red alert
amid threats from supporters
of rival candidates.

Armv roops weere depioved
i Barangav Katuki in Sultan
Kudarat where poliing pre-
cinces opened around ©ilam.

A failure of elections war
alst declared in the island
town of Pata in Suly after a
five-hour encounter between
supporters of rival candidates
o Wian €

Padilla said polling pre-
cincts on Pata lslanc opened
without & hitch,

Troops srom the Joint Task
Group Sulu were deploved to
the island. ~ Jaime Laude

f
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NPA clash
kills3
sokhers
in Negros

«+ TLOILO CITY — Threé government
soldiers are dead while two others
were injured after a clash with the New
Peopie’s-Army (NPA) in Toboso town,

..Naegms QOccidental province.. ... .. ...
- ‘Ligutenant Colonel Ray Tiongson -
.spokpsman for the. Philippine Army’s .. .
3rd Infantry Division (3ID); said the
dead and injured soldiers were the
results of an encounter between the
NPA and the 62nd Infantry Battalion (62
IBY’s Alpha Company which happened |
at around 6:45 a.m. of May 14, 2016,
Tiongson identified the casualties
-as Private First:Class (PFCS) Teddie
Alcallaga, Ramel Perasol and Regg:e
‘Taleon. :
Wounded were Corporal Rosevil Vil-
lacampa and PFC Jethro Niervo.
Tiongson said the froops were in
Sitio Carhon, in Barangay (village) San
Isidro responding to reports relayed by
civilians regarding alleged extortion
by the NPA. The responding troops,
however, encountered an estimated !
10 NPA rebels. A firefight ensued for
15 minutes.

& Colonel Francisco Delfin, Com-
mander of the 303rd Infantry Brigade
(303 IB), has ordered all Philippine
Army chiefs on Negros Island to be
on alert and extra vigilant after last
Saturday’s incident.
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2 troopers slain in

kka Knothess Ropetos, said that-__-
troops from the Alpha Company'{
of the 62ndiB wete.
combat patrol operation in Sitio

Carbon, Barangay San’ IQidE‘O inc

“Tobosd town when they encoun-
* Aguinaldo, said that the tTO0PS

 responded to'reports by the locals

TWO army {roopers were killed

_zand swarothers were, wounded, .
i’ 2 clagh between government
~soldiers and suspected New -

Peipie’s Army (NPA) zebels on
Satutday in-a remote viliage in

Toboso town, Negros Occidental. .

Philippine Army's 3031d In-
fantiy Brigade {IB) information
officer, 2nd Lieutenant Ma. Reve-

tered at least 10 NPA rebels.

The encouiter resulted in the-
_death of two soldiers and the

wounding of two others: The

- the-two woun ed ‘soldiers
‘not mduded in'the report :

,,,,,,,

"names of the’ slam soldlers vere

Withheld pendmg notzﬁcaﬂon of :
: ==proaching-the-area,: they.were,

preeted’by a ‘yolley of gunfire“
-~ from the suspecis at. about 6 45
_a.m.on Saturday. .

eir- farmhes "The identities

Roperos, in 4 1eport 1o Camp

about the presence of armed men

7
i
[

Negros clash with Reds

extortmg money from reszdents
While the troops were ap-

Meanwhile the 621B is con-

“ dcting hot pursuit against the

perpetrators, Roperas added.

in the area who were allegecly ANTHONY VARGAS
e
B P L LY cenpnsi aoat ELLT 2l
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Military to continue rescue effort for kidnap victims

By Rosl Parefic

A siill image capiured from video footage of the kidnappers and their victims is shown in this
SITE intelligence Group video made available to Reuters. File photo

 7AMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - The military said ground forces will refocus its attention on
the recovery of the remaining hostages held separately by the Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu after
the 2016 elections.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesman of the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom), said
troops deployed to ensure security during the May 9 polls have realighed to its prime security
mission against the Abu Sayyaf group.

But Tan clarified that other troops continued with the rescue efforts while elections were
ongoing.

“It's just that we have also dedicated some of our soldiers to help also secure the elections,” the
military official said.

Tan said search and pursuit operation continued relentlessly to prevent the Abu Sayyaf group
from harming the captives.

fn April, the Abu Sayyaf released a video footage, giving warning to the families of hostages
taken on Sept. 21, 2015 from Samal island resort off Davao del Norte.

'_'IL
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. BACOLOD CITY.~ Three Army 10

 two others were ‘wounded in an encounter with suspected New

© People’s Army guerrillas in Negros Occidental yesterday.
- The fatalities were 1dentzﬁed as Pfcs "__Teddle Alcallaga, Reg-
gie Talleor and Ramel P¢ ' : o

 Villacampa and Pk

. The soidwr

-:f';;n, éomm \din:
' perahons_h' '

- .Raps filed vs suspects in lsabela

“vice mayor's killing -

e ’IUGUEGARAO CTTY ~ Murder and robbery cha.rges were
filed on Friday against the suspects in the killing of }ones, L
Isabela Vice Mayor Ronaldo Lucas last mornthi’
-~ Among those charged were Willy Baltazar a resxdent of
-;:;-Barangay Rizal, San, Guillermo, Isabela; Antonino Cortez, -
‘aliaska intoy, of Aparn, Cagayan; a cdertain Freddie Ruiz; and
- "Bakla” Emva rorn Sitio lezhsawan in Barangay Sta Isabel
“in Jones.". '
.- Senior Super endent. Leon Rafael Isabela pohce d1rec— :
- tor, said the suspects were identified by Lucas’ companions
when New People 5 NPA) rebels seized him durmg a

-found along the road a few hours after he

NPA rebels swred:Up to ’rhe ng, saymg Lucas, whom B
thev aceused of vote butying, was also ihvolved in the kitling ~
of Vice Mayor Florante Raspado during a session of the mu-
nicipal council last year. . -~ Raymund Catindig

g
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Bandila ididisplay sa
mga lansangan; et al
- Bitang pagbibigay respeto sz national flag day,
bukod 'sa mga military carmps, base at:mga tang-
;gapan'a ididigplay rin rig:Philippine Arey sa.mga
““pangunahing lansangan ang bandila ng Pilipinas sa
buong bansa. ... Lo S
s Ayon Ek_ay-Army'.Skaesman;
ang pagwawagaygay Tig bandi
. majorunits 1g militaratmag
“Jdnsangan dy magsisimita ngayong ar
‘gt taiagal hanggang Hunya:30:. - -
i~ - "The-dispiay ‘of the mational flag is part of the
! Army's support activity 1o the 118" Philippine in-
- dependsnce anniversary ¢ June 127
_pahiayagni Hao. . b
.. Ang'National Flag Day av.g itain &
sa makasdysayanglugar a‘trnus; Cavite.
simula:ng-selebrasyon:sg_bandila_ ngbansa: ..
~_*The theme of this year's sommemoration . of
independence Day is, “Kalayaan 20 16+ Pagkakaisa,
Pag-aambagan, P_ags'.utpngf’.,-aydn pa'Kay Hag. -
Binigyang diin pa ng.opisyal ang ‘banhdila ng
. Pilipinas ay binibigyang pugay ng kasundalvhan
. dahilan sumisimbola ito sa dangal at integridad ng

- mamamavang Pinoy. {Joy Cantos)

‘Benjamin-Hao,
fig bahsa sa:mya
miga panguriahing:
v (Mayo 15)

I
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ILA: §

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWEPATER.

CONSISTENT

“election

" of Mayor
Rodrigo

- Puterte as

(Helth
_B_a_congc'o)

-
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AnG RARGUNGLNANG PAHARAGANS TAGALOS SA Bansa

EESEUSITY CHECK :F'nnnspe_l(snyog ng mga miyembro ng Task
oree D:‘\::g 833 gﬁg ngbn;ga pasahero bagd pumasok ang mga
sa City, ng bahagi ng pinaigting na pagpapatpad
seguridad sa siyudad. lsa-isang pinabababa an oo oo mos

g mga pasaher
pampasaherong bus para sa security check. KQEF?H BAC%?&?GH(;%a

i
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. several barangays in the Visayas and Min-

ddnao were generally “peaceful and order~
: sumalon in Tamparan, Lanaodel Suz.” .~

Byjaymee T' Gamll

'I'I-IE SPECI_AL electxons held on Samrday.

ly, " the military said.

'The Armed Forces of the Ph111pptnes Pub- ;
lic Affairs Office (AFF-PAQ) under Col. Noel--

Detoyato reported that as of presstime, the

special elections, particularly in Mmdanao ;

proved to be without incident. .

Elections in these areas were cieclared a
.faﬁure on May 9 due mostly to-“security

concerns.” -

. The AFP-PAQ reported that precmcts in
Pata Island, Sult, “opened peacefully” as
early as 7:30 a.m.; in Barangay Katuli, Sul-

‘tan Kudarat, in Magmndanao at'7:10 am
and it Bmidayan Lanao del Sur as eariy as

U friSam.

“affected by the special polls to'18;504.

The Philippine Namonal Pohcadeployed its
forces to 52 barangays in eight provinces
whete the special polls were to be conducted.

On Friday, the Commission on Elections
(Comelec) reported an increase inthe num-
ber of precincts that sufféered a failure of
eleéctions; and raised the number of voters

The PNP identified the 52 clustered
precincts as those located in 11 towns in
Cebu, Marinduque, Sarangani, Antique,

. Northern Samar, Western Samar, Lanao del

Surand Sulu.

According to the PNB of the 52
barangays 47 held special polls yesterday
due to “security conpcerns” on May 9, name-
ly, Barangays Roxas in Lope de Vega, North-
ern Samar; Rarangay Nagpapacac in
Matuguinao, Western Samar; all 26
barangays of Binidayan, Lanao del Sur;
Barangays Daungdong, Kamawi Island,
Likud, Niog-niog, Timuddas and Kayawan

11

says

“in Pata, Sl Barangays Gaggml Gdta= ga~ 8
- ta;Jinggan, Kamih; Pungud;”. Lihbiig; -
~ Kabaw, Lubuk- lubuk, Pand

Risg Panghma ‘Estino, also

lakan, T}ptipon'_'
~Sulu; and .
Barangays - Dilausan,”, Bangun sand Das

Due to risdelivered or insufficient num-
ber of ballots on May 9, special ‘polls were
also held Saturday in Barangay Gabi iri Cor-
dova, Cebu; Barangay Alobo in Sta; Cruz,
Marinduque; Barangay Malalag in ‘Maittem,
Sarangani; Barangay Mabuycng in Amm—y,
Antique, ‘and Barangay Insubuan in San ;
Remigia, also in Antique. g
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By-Fiorant'e-‘s ”Solmerih e

THE Ph:lzppme Navy wzll be
new Strategic Sealift Vessel (SSV) that will arrive from
Indonesia on Monday. to the Manila harbor, Flag-

- ers -said the project was almost
Officer-in- Command Vzce Admzml Caesar Taccad _ e

SR . B e ficials aiieged}y iri ‘favor of other
' equipment such as helmets, rifles’
~ and individual force protectiori;” -

said Saturday.

Taccad said the sh1p will be -

christened Barko Republika ng
Pilipirias Tarlac, The vessel will
be manned by 17 officers and 98
enlisted personnel during its voy-
age from Indonesia.

_ _sun Shlp 1]

ing its first -brand

aredas 'ibhé 'eiigi'ble bidder n A'u’-;' '
glist:2013 by the Bids and -Awards
Committee’ of ‘the Department of :

National Defense, -
- Another bzdder, Daewoo/Dae-

- shxpyard in Surabaya, Indones;a mi‘

IanuaryZOlG -
Defense and mxhtary_ _ns1d—_3

shelved then by somie defense of:.

“The 8SVs are programmed  fo~

_ "be the PN’s floating Command and
- Control especially in the conduct of -
- HumanitarianAssistance and Dis- .

aster Rﬂsponse-[HADR} and servmg P
i ind

The vessel is first of the two or- = was.
dered by the NavyfromIndones:an S _
" shipbuilder PT PAL (Persero) de-"'_ sillion:

- house three hehcopters,

LPD| (Landmg Hattorm Dock), ;
- which is reportedly was deriva-. -
. tivé from the Makassar-class LPD"

- ’mnit by Daewoo/Daesun.

.- The vessel hasa dlsplacement ;
of approximately 7,300 tons full
load and having a'length of 120 -
meters minimum. Its beam is 21

" meters minimum and propulsion:

- of at least 2 diesel engines coupled
't0.2 controllable pitch propellers.
- Tts speed is at least 13 knots cruis-

b

operatlons due o then: capabxhty of - 'mg, at. least 16 knots maxunum

. tratisporting, large ‘number ‘of sol-: .
- diers, logistics, and supplies. Moreo- - -

ver, ‘each: S8V -has the capacity to ...
" Taccad said.

(Range 7,500nmi @ 13 knots).: -
The vessel ‘can’ carty 2 Land-
ing Craft Mechanized/Utility ‘at

_floodable well decks, 2 RHIB or
CVP on Boat Davits, 500 troops,. .

anks, trucks:and with a total | pay-

“load of 2,800 tons minimum; -

It is also - equipped with nawga-.

- tion, surface search radat, air search
+ radar, EW suite, electro-optical fire
* control system and combat man-

“agement system. It has weapons

such'as 1 x gun (posmbly between
40mm to 127mm) as primary and

- secondary weapon of 2 x 30mm

automated cannons port and star-
board sides (EO FCS controlled),

-and machine guns.
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The four Indonesians released
i by the Abu Sayyaf Group in
| Sulu last Wednesdsay have
| returned home on Friday.

The four sailors were taken

i arrived in the Indonesian capital

Jakarta on.a milltary, aircraft .
~and were greeted by Foreigr -

Minister Retno Marsudi,

Ata news conference, Marsudi -

expressed her gratitude on

behalf of Indonesia to the
‘ Philippine authorities.

1 have aiready spoken to the

f Philippine Foreign Secretary,

t but once again I would like

hostage at sea on April 15. They .

the cooperation given by the

government of the Philippines
during this time. I have told

. them that all four hostages have

arrived safely,” Marsudi said.
The hostages, who also faced

the media, said they were gtad
<their ordea! WaS OVl :
- "The telease process
was fong. and tough-but we

faithfui%y believe it was our God
who showed the way to our
Indonesian government, and
the army who bravely helped
us in the process of releasing
ts,” said one hostage, Loren

Petrus Romawi.

fo convey our gratitude for .- This month, 10 other -

[+

Indonesian hostagés held by
groups with suspected links to

militant network Abu Sayyaf

were released, following a
monthlong ordeal -during

~which a kidnapped Canadian
‘was beheaded after a ransom
-deadhne passed;i: :

“The Abu Sayyafisa formldabie

_and brutal-militia - known for-

amassing millions of dolars
from the ransom business,

It is still holding four
Malaysian seamen as well
as citizens from Japan,
the Netherlands, Canada,
Norway, _anc! the Ph:hppmes

A{ Reuters)
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of terrorist bombings it B_a_t'gh_-_f 0

dad, for which the terror group

Islamic State (I5) claimed re-'

sponsibility, the- Philippine
embassy said Friday. ... w2

. Inan advisory, the emb a"s.s"y: :

urged close {0 300 Filipinos
working in Baghdad to ex-
ercise caution and limit their
movement following the ex-
plosions:: : S

The terrorists carried out
attacks on Wednesday in..at
least four Jocations in Bagh-

“dad; the deadliest of swhich

“was in the Shia enclave of

" Gadr City, where a powerful.

- The ‘bombings left
100 people dead and many '

TS

On Thursday,

bombers deétonated them-
“selves ata police station mAbg -
. Ghiraib; killing five officers and
wounding 12 others. ..

more wounded in just a span
of 48 houts.

© “Fortunately there were no
Filipinos among the dead or

wounded in the latest attacks
bt just the same we would

Jike to underscore the need for g ¢ r R
our kababayan in Iraq to remain. Theembassy said itisTeady
-vigilant,” chargé d‘atfaires :

/%

“tions a

almost

targeted by extremists.

workers in Iraqg: > #

Cato also urged those:
among the 2,000 Filipinos-
working in Iraq who still
have not registered to pro-
vide their contact details-
to the embassy so-that they
could easily be reached dur--

' * allowed to travel to the Philip-
- pines and return o theirjobsin
STragne TR

ing emergencies.

_ to repatriate Filipinos in Bagh-

r
ings as these could also be
© - Philippine government placed
. According to the embassy, . Iraqunder AlertLevel 4in 2014
there are arourid 2,000 Filipmo
' Gl of thecodntryl s e
- The embassy also said that

~ dad and other parts of Iraq
6n - who want o return home due
o to security coricerns. -
* - Mote than 50 Filipinos have

been repatriated.since the
after the'18 captured large parts

the temporary freeze in the
processing and deployment of
new workers toIrag rernains in
place and that only Filipinos
with existing job contracts in
the Kurdistan region can be

~PiaLee-Brago

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: Oacpa.army2012@gmail.cor.r.} ~Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

15 MAY 2016

www.philstar.com

Navy’s first strategic sealift vessel arrives in Manila
By Patricia Lourdes Viray

' “STRATEGIC SEA LIFT VESSEL 55"
A sketch of a strateg;c sealift vessel for the Philippine Navy. Philstar.com/fFile photo
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Navy's first strategic sealift vessel (SSV) has arrived at the Manila

South Harbor breakwater on Saturday midnight.

Navy spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna confirmed that the country's first SSV, BRP Tarlac, docked at
Pier 13. It has entered Philippine territory through the Sibutu passage in Tawi-Tawi on Thursday,

The ship and crew will undergo Customs Immigration and Quarantine, Lincuna said.

BRP Tarlac concluded its sea trials prior to its arrival in Manila. The testing phase sought to check the
performance of all the vessel's machineries and equipment.

"It is also conducted {o check and measure the ship's general performance and seaworthiness,” Lincuna
said.

The Philippines ordered two SSVs from PT PAL for P3.87 billion which was sourced from the Armed
Forces of the Philippines modernization fund.

The Navy initiated the acquisition of the ships upon the approval of Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin in

2013,

The SSVs will serve as the Navy's command center by carrying out their main purpose as military sealift
and transport vessels, as well as for humanitarian assistance and disaster response.

Each ship is estimated to weigh around 7,300 gross register tons. The vessels have the capability to
transport large numbers of soldiers, logistics and supplies.
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The peculiarity of ARMM’s bloody politics

By John Unson

The Office of the Regional Governor in Cotabato City, touted as the "Little Malacafiang" of the Autonomous Region

in Muslim Mindanao. Philstar.com/iJohn Unson
COTABATOQ CITY, Philippines - For local folks, among the priorities of incoming president Rodrigo Duterte
must be how to fix feudal Moro politics, where losers rarely concede and can even readily escalate

rivalries into bloody clan wars that are so destructive.

So extreme is politics in the couhtry’s southernmost areas that even relatives of politicians in the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the More Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) usually get dragged intc
deadly political competitions, where feuding camps each have “maratabat” they often wrongly stand up to
at all cost.

Maratabat is a generic Moro term for clan pride and honor.

in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao {ARMM)] for instance, Sulu Vice Gov. Sakur Tan has not
conceded yet to reelectionist ARMM Gov. Muiiv Hataman, despite a difference of more than 300,000
votes in the tally of election results for the regional gubernatorial race as of Friday night.

ARMM's Lanao del Sur and Sulu provinces account for most number of unsettled clan wars involving
political clans.

Hataman was the cfficial bet of the Liberal Party (LP) for ARMM governor while Tan aspired for the same

post as an independent candidate.

Hataman told reporters, during a diatogue in Cotabato City on Wednesday, he can ambiguously pursue
development efforts for Sulu alongside Tan, touted as ARMM'’s wealthiest politician and most powerful

leader in the island province.
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“We must rebuild friendships and mend fences immaediately after each political exercise. We need to tear
down the partisan walls that separated us during the campaign period right after the efection day for
people outside of ARMM to realize that just like them, we love peace and unity too,” Hataman then said.

The reelected governor of Maguindanao, Esmael Mangudadatu, immediately extended his hand to voters
and local executives allied with defeated rival, Ali Midtimbang, after his proclamation Wednesday, but

none responded positively yet so far.

Partisans even continued bashing the staunch political allies Hataman and Mangudadatu on social media
even as the elections are over.

In other ARMM provinces, the bloodshed between rival camps even escalated after May 9, with innocent
civilians getting caught in the crossfire.

As if taunting the police and the military, masked men armed with M-16 and M-14 assault rifles killed a
newly-elected councilor, Hadie Malaguial, in Shariff Aguak town in the second district of Maguindanao just

two days after the elections.

The police had said the murder of Malaguial was “politically-motivated,” but could not give any hint on who
the culprits were,

Cases of post-election violence have also been recorded by the ARMM police in the provinces of Lanao
del Sur and Tawi-Tawi in the past three days.

Many defeated candidates for [ocal elective posts in ARMM took to Facebook their satirical attacks on
victorious rivals, even accusing the Commission on Elections (Comelec) of inaction on afleged fraud and

_vote-buying during the May 9 polling day.

{ pose firearms, such as military-type assault rifles and grenade launchers, in the hands of partisans in the
region, is one of the reasons why they are so recalcitrantly unforgiving.

ARMM residents do not deny knowing that each of the 116 mayors in the autonomous region has no
fewer than 50 assault rifles and shoulder-fire grenade launchers, being kept both as status symbol and as

tools for perpetuating politicat power,

Since provincial governors in the region are touted as weaithier, it is always assumed that they keep more
firearms than their constituent-mayors.

There is also a strong culture of “zero tolerance” to political opposition by ruling clans in the autonomous
region.

The now infamous Nov. 23, 2008 "Maguindanao massacre” was, in fact, for local peace activists, a true
epitome of a maratabat gone awry.

The bloody incident resulted to the political demise of the Ampatuan clan who ruled the province then with
an iron fist.

At least 58 people, among them 32 journalists, perished in the incident, which shook the nation to its core.
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4 dead in Maguindanao clan war
By John Unson

The twe clans are focked in &

fdeep-seated political rivalry since ! r & Wampam“ FQT;GU \‘h at
rsr mﬁeﬁ i‘hs ?z’%av w elel : _ _

r:mf;z ?h;éstar mmii’f; e piwm

MAGU%NDANAO thppmes Four peopie have reporfedfy been k:fEecﬁ ina sertes of t‘“ refi ghts
that started on Friday between two political clans in Talitay town in Maguindanao,

Police and Army sources said the hostilities between the Sabal and the Buisan families are

~related {0 the May 8 elections; where both-camps pitted candidates for local elective positions-in—

Talitay.

The family of the mayor of Talitay, Muntasir Sabal, was reportedly irked by the show of force by
the Buisans in certain areas in the impoverished town, located along the 220,000-hectare '

Liguasan Delta, during the May 8 polis.

The Sabal and the Buisan clans are locked in a deep-seated political rivalry since the campaign
period that preceded the May 13, 2613 elections.

The animosity between them continued until the recent election period, escalated by each
other's having pitted candidates for eiective slots in their municipality.
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