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atthe Lyceum of the Philippines
in the 1960s, said he was even
wiiling to compiy with the com-
muniste’ demand o release
their captured members.

“If 1 am satsfied v= are deal-
ing in wood faith Twil! consider
relessing all political prison-
ers,” he said-.

Bric. Gen. Restituro Padilla,
spokespersn  for the  Ammed
Forees of the Philinpiries, declined
cofrunent on Duterte’s pronowince-
ments about.Sison, the CPP and
ceasefire with its armed wing, ihe
New People’s Army (NPA).

_Onthe composition of the Cab-
inet, Padila said any statement
on the issue would be “highly
specuative,” adding that this was
stll subject to consultations.

Returning Sen. Panfiio Lacson
acknowiedged Lutterte's prercg-
ative o select his Cabinet. Bu:
he said Dutert:’s choices would
need approval from ihe Com-
mdssion on Appuintments. “That
is the essence of checks and bal-
ances In our system of govern-
ment,” he said in a text message.

‘Historic milestone’

in an online intarview with 3i-
son {rom. hic base in the Dutch
city of Utracht, Duterce’s Cabmet

£ ] ¥

WAITING FORRODY Former Foreign Secretary Alberte Romulo

statement was “a historic mile-
stone in the effort to achieve a
fust and lasting peace.”

He said the movement would
help in selecting the best possi-
ble people for Duterte’s official
family.

Sison, 77, who fled to Europe
soon afiar peace ralks fafled in
1987 wrote in a Facebook post
last week he hoped to meet with
Duterte before his inzuguration
ot June 50.

“T do not begrudge the NPAs
in looking for firearms,” Duterte
said.

“But when I reach my oath-
taking... they must realize I am
the government and I am the
enemy but I offer my hand n
peace and we can talk.”

“If we begin the talks and I"m
satisfied that we are dealmgz in
good faith, Twill call & truce and
marhe consider releasing all no-
litica! prisoners as part of confi-
dence-buiiding.” he added.

There are ar least 350 polifi-
cal detainees languishing in
various jails in the country, fac-
ing charges involving regular
crimes such as murder and ille-
gal possession of firearms.

TLe insurgency is one of
Asia’s longest and has claimed
an estimated 3(%,000 lives since
the 1960z,

(icft} and losing senatorial candidate TG Guingana wait for their turn
to tall: to presumptive President.elect Rodrigo Duterte at the Matina

Enclaves in Davao City.

MERLANWE FERM LDEZ

The NBA is believed to have
fewer than 4,000 fighters, down
from a peak of 26,000 in the
1980s, according to the military
However, it retains suppert among
the poor in the countryside.

President Aquino revived
peace talks with the commu-
nists soon after taking office in
2010 but shelved them in 2012,
accusing the rebels of insinceri-
ty in efforts to achieve a politi-
cal settlement.

The talks got bogged down af-
ter the communists demanded
the release of scores of their jailed
comrades, whom they described
as “political nrisoners,” which the
Aquine government rejected

Agrarian reform

Former Akbayan  Rap.
Walden BRellu said the CPT had
the capacity to overcome the
obstruction of landlords to the
compietion of the agrariar re-
form program.

“I think the CPP is verv seri-
ous about agrarian reform. A
new law will be needed owing
to the lapsing of Carper {Com-
prehenstve. Agrarian Reform
Program Extension with Re-
forms), and I hope Congress

-wiil not prove an obstacle here,”

Belle said in a text message.
Bello said the CPP would be
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ideal in fighting illegal loggers
and would take a big step for-
ward to end contractuzlization
of labor, the reluctance of hig
business t¢ grant workers per-
marnent employment.

He expected the CPP to im-
prove the conditional cash
transfer program from a mere
dole to the creation of guaran-
teed employment for the poor.

“There will be resistance
from management, foreign in-
vestors. and the landed class,
but I hope the President wiil run
interference, to use an Ameri-
can football verm, to give his
Cabinet members the space to
institute the radical measures
they will aave to take Overall,
this 15 guod news if the Piesi-
dent-elect follows through with
hig plans and allows the Cabinet
members to perform their
tashs.” Bello said.

But Ako Bicol Rep. Rodel Bato-
cabe said’ the MNPA should re-
nounce viclence and grve up its
arras. “To must be a condition sine
qua non. Otherwise, such ap-
pointments will always be met
with skepticism and distrust by
our people.” - With reports from
Julie M. Aurelio, Christine O.
Avendaiio, Gil C. Cabacungan
in Manila; Allan Nawal, Inquir-
er Mindanao; AFP and AP
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On Jose Ma. Sison’s return; “Yes, he is welcome. | am
“ ““happy with the statement that he is coming home. 1 would
very much want to tatk to him about resolving the

insurgency problem.”

On the NPA: “I do not begrudge the NPA in looking for
firearms. But when | reach my path-taking... they must
realize | am the government and | am the enemy but |
offer my hand in peace and we c¢an talk.”

On hanging: “After the first hanging, there will be another
ceremeny for the secand time until the head is completely

severed from the body.”

On the plan to sel! the presidential yacht, BRPng .
Pangiilo: “When people are hungry and jobless... it
would be an ohscene thing fo have the luxury vessel lying

unused.”

On pelicemen: “Those with cases, get out.”

On taxi drivers who keep the change: “You should know
that if you take the money of a person because you do not
have change and you.de not return it, that is estafa.”

Reporis from AFP, AP, Inguirer.Net
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c ri m i “ a I s For nvo offenses,

double hanging
By EDITH REGALADO

DAVAO CITY - Incom-
ing president Rodrigo
Duterte vowed yesterday

-to infroduce execution by
hanging as part of a ruth-
Iess law-and-order crack-
down that would also in-
clude ordering government

- snipers to kill suspected
criminals.

In back-to-back press con-
ferences since his landslide vic-
tory in the May 9 elections, the
tough-talking mayor of Davao
City said security forces would
be given “shoot-to-kill” orders
and that cidzens would learn
to fear the law.

“Thosc who destroy the
lives of our children will he
destroyed,” Duterte said in
wide-ranging comments to
journalists in' Davao. as he
outlined his war on crime once
he 1s sworn into office on june
.30. “Those-who kill mv country
will be killed. Simple as that,
no middle ground, no apolo-
gies, no excuses.”

Duterte vowed to roll out
Davao’s law and order mea-
sures on a nationwide basis,
including a 2 a.m. curfew on
drinking in public places and
a ban on children walking on

the streets alone late at night. " . e imer smi
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Smoking in restaurants and
hotels will also be banned.

Duterte said a central part of
his war on crime would be to
bring back the death penalty,
which was abolished in 2006
under former president Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo. '

Duterte said he would ask
Congress to reintroduce capital
punishment for a wide range
of crimes, including drug traf-
ficking, rape, murder, robbery
‘and kidnap-for-ransom.

He said he preferred death
by hanging to a firing squad
because he did not want to
waste bullets, and because he
believed shapping the spine
with a noose was more hu-
mane. - '

For people convicted of two
major crimes, Duterte said he
wanted them hanged twice.

“After you are hanged first,
there will be another cerermo-
ny... until the head is com-
pletely severed from the body.
Ilike that berause I am mad,”
he said. - _
Shoot-to-iiil

The centerpiece ot Duterte’s
stunningly successful election
campaign was a pledge to
end crime within three to six
months of being elected.

Duterte vowed during the
campaign to kill tens of thou-
sands of criminals, outraging
his critics but hvpnotizing mil-
lions of Filipinos fed up with
rampant crime and graft.

He said on one occasion
that 100,000 people would die,
and so many bodies would be
dumped in Manila Bay that
the fish would grow fat from
feeding on them.

In an initial press conference
late Sunday, Duterte said his
“shoot-to-kill” orders would
be given for those involved in
organized crime or those who
resisted arrest.

“If you resist, show violent
resistance, my order to police
{will be) to shoot to kill. Shoot

to kill for organized crime,”
he said.

Duterte said the milttary
as well as the police would be
used in his war on crime.

“I need military officers
who are sharp-shooters and
snipers. It's true. If you fight,
I will have a sniper shoot
you,” he said, referring to
crimmals )

But he asked the police to

first clean their ranks, espe-
cially those suspected ot being
involved in the illegal drug
trade. _
. He advised police officers,
whether general or patrolmen,
involved in the illegal drug
trade and organized crime to
quietly quit the service or be
named publicly.

President Aquino warned
repeatedly during the elec-
tion campaign that Duterte
was a dictator in the making
and weuld bring terror to the
nation.

Death scuad fears
Duterte has been accused of

- running vigilante death squads

during his more than two de-
cades as mayor of Davao, a city
of about two million people
that he said he has turned into
one of the nation’s safest.

Rights groups say the
squads ~ made up of police,
hired assassins and ex-commu-
nist rebels ~ have killed more
than 1,000 people.

They say children and petty
criminals were among the
victims.

Duterte boasted on one oc-
casion during the campaign
of being behind the squads;
saying they killed 1,700 people.
But other times he denied any
involvement.

Amnesty International has
frowned on Duterte’s plan, but
the mayor’s ally Volunteers
Against Crime and Corrup-
tion sees the restoration of the
death penalty as a big help in
deterring crime.

)

Up to Congress

Restoring capital punish-
ment will be up to Congress,
Malacafiang said, noting it
would give the incoming ad-
ministration the chance to
explain 1ts policies. _

“(Restoring) the death pen-
alty requires amendment of the
law. It is best discussed by the
next Congress,” Presidential
Communications Operations
Office Secretary Herminio
Coloma Jr said.

Coloma said 1t would be up
to the incoming administration
to decide how it could best
pursue the mandate given by
the people.

“We'd rather focus on tran-
sition than engage in further

debates or arguments. The

incoming administration de-
serves an opportunity to be
heard and understood in terms
of its policy and initiatives,”
he said.

Duterte, CHR

showdown
. Duterte will face a tough
battle with the Commission on
Human Rights (CHR) over his
proposal to reinstate the death
penalty for heinous crimes.

“The CHR is prepared to
explain its position to Congress
why it is against the restora-
tion of capital punishment,”
chairman Chito Gascon said,
adding more states are abol-
ishing it.

Duterte’s transition team
hasreportedly started discuss-
ing the matter tc ensure that it
will not violate international
human rights laws.

Gascon said the plan of the
next administration would
require congressional inter-
vention as provided under the
1987 Phalippirie Constitution,

Death penalty by electric
chair was re-imposed after
former president Fidel Ramos
signed Republic Act 7659 in
1993 due to rising crimes,

- In 1996, Ramos signed RA
8177, designating lethal injec-
tion as the method ter capital
punishment.




Executions were carried
out during the term of former
president Joseph Estrada, al-
though he issued a morato-
rum in 2000 in observance of
the Jubilee Year. ]

Estrada’s successor, Gloria
Macapagal-Arrovo, signed RA
9346 prohibiting the imposi-
tion of the death penalty.

Opposition

Gascon said the global trend
on death penalty is abolition
and nof reinstatement.

“It constitutes what is ef-
fectively cruel, inhuman and
degrading punishment that is
prohibited in the Bill of Rights
and international law,” he said.

“Tt 1s contrary to the rehabi-
lative purpose ot criminal jus-
tice and does not fully consider
the possibility of mistake as it
cannot be undone.” Gascon
said capital punishment is not
a crime deterrent and is often
unfairly applied on the poor.

If restored, Gascon said the
country. would renege on its
international commitment to
abolish capital punishment.

The Philippines is a signa-
tory to the second optional
protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights, which promotes the
abolition of death penalty.

It also voted in favor of a
UN resolution on the morato-
rium against capital punish-
ment in 2014.

Meanwhile, Theodore Te,
former lawyer of convicted
rapist Leo Echegaray who was
executed by lethal injection in
1999, has joined the growing
opposition to Duterte’s plan to
restore the death penalty.

Te posted “Not In My
Name” (NIMN) on his Face-
book account vesterday to pro-
test the reimposition of capital
punishment.

The phrase has long been a
slogan and battle cry of aboli-
tionists. It refers to the practice
of attributing state-sanctioned
murder in the name of the
people.

“NIMN is a cry of pro-
test against capital punish-

ment, saying ‘do not kill in my
name,” Te said.

“Tt is crucial that we elect a
Congress that is not composed
of sheep, so they can say ‘no’
and not just ‘baaa’,” Te said.

Echegaray was the firsi
convict to be executed by le-

thal injection after the death

penalty was restored m 1993.
He was convicted i 1994 for
the rape of his 10-year-old
stepdaughter.

Monitoring Duterte

- presidency

Earlier, Gascon said the
CHR is not worried about a
Duterte presidency even as
they have been at odds with
the incoming president over
allegations of human rights
violations during his time as
Davao City mayor.

“We are a constitutional of-
fice and we are pertorming a

duty that is mandated by the:

Constitution,” he said.

Gascon expressed hope that
Duterte, a lawyer by Profes—
sion, would stand for human
rights and no violation of
such would happen during his
presidency.

For his part, Sen. Vicente
Sotto III said the plan to re-
impose the death penalty by
hanging would need a lot of
study under the incoming 17th
Congress.

Once restored, Sotto said the

‘law would not be retroactive

for convicted drug lords who
were meted with the maxi-
mum penalty after Congress
abolished the death penalty in
June 2006.

#1 suggest they study my
Eroposed Senate Bill 3226. It

as the same effect but less
controversial,” he said.

Sotto was teferring to his
draft bill which recommends
the creation of a detention
facility, preferably on Palawan
island, mainly for hardened
criminals and high-profile
drug convicts.

By isolating convicted drug
lords in a facility similar to the
US Alcatraz, Sotto is optimistic
this could stop the convicts

(s

from conducting their drug
activities.

Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV
said he i1s open to Duterte’s
plan to reimpose death pen-
alty. He said he would be
supportive of the policies of
the Duterte administration
and can be cocperative and a
fiscalizer, if necessary.

Trillanes, who exposed
Duterte’s alleged bank ac-
counts and some of the fam-
1ly’s properties, reminded the
incoming president that the
police should abide by the
rules of engagement during
operations.

He was referring to
Duterte’s plan to implement
a shoot-to-kill order against
those resisting arrest

“Cops have to follow the
rules of engagement. If it was -
just for self defense, the force
should be commensurate just
to disable the person,” he said.

‘No one shotld
_ . play God’

This was the reaction of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines (CBCP) to
Duterte’s plan to restore the
death penalty by hanging for
certain crimes

“Qnly God has the power
over life. God gives life and
God takes life. No one should
play God,” Bataan Bishop
Ruperto Santos of the CBCP-
Episcopal Commission on
Migrants and Itinerant People
(ECMIP) said as he stressed the
sacredness of life and urged

the people to promote respect

and protect life.

Santos said it is the prison
that needs to be reformed and
the justice system should be
reviewed.

Lipa Archbishop Ramon
Arguelles said Duterte was
true to.himself but not to God.
He said he would volunteer
to be executed in the place
of all those that the incoming
government will hang,

— With AFP, Aurea Calica,
Janvic Mateo, Edu Punay,
Christina Mendez, Evelyn
Macairan '




Axmy Vision. By 2026 & world-ciass Army tha: i & sourie o nehlhia e

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel nu. (02} 845-8535 Local: 5285, 5283

Pahina. }

\"\ May 2016

Sundalo nabaril ang sarili, patay

NORTH COTABATO - Bulagta ang 40-anyos na sundalo
ng Phil. Army matapos nitong mabaril ang salili sa kampo
ng 7t Infantry Batallion ng Phil. Armv sa Camp Bialong &
-bayan ng Miang. North Cotabate noong Sapado ng gabi.
Aksidenteng nabaril ni 5/Sgt. Cerverio Pagayon Palec ng
Libungan, North Cotabato ang kanyang ulo habang pinag-
lalaruar: ang cal. smm pistol sa lonb ng kanilang arsa kung
saan slya naka-assign sa 7th Infantry Battalion ng Philippine
Army. Sa ulat na isinumite kay P/Supt Joefry Toaefia, hepe
ng Mlang PNP. unang lumabas sa imbastigasyon ng FNP
ay suicide pero ayon sa mga nakasaks! napag-alamang
aceidental firing ang nanayari sa bikhma. Rhoderick Benez

]
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KALAYAAN 2016 Il Army to display national flag in all

military camps
Lui

3 ;_;‘_g#i‘;

FORT BONIFACIO, Taguig City —

The Philippine Army directed its major units to
display the national flag in all mifitary camps,
bases and offices, to include in major
thoroughfares nationwide starting tomorrow,
May 15 up to June 30, 2016.

The display of the national flag is part of the
Army’s support activity to the 118" Philippine
Independence anniversary celebration on June
12.

A National Flag Day will also be celebrated on
May 28 at Imus, Cavite as a take-off ceremony
for this year's commemoration,

The theme of this year's commemoration of Independence Day is, “Kalayaan 2016: Pagkakaisa, Pag-

aambagan, Pagsulong.”

g
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NPA owns up Negros ambush that killed 3 soldiers,
hurt 2

By: Carla P. Gomez

New Peopie’s Army rebels. AFF FILE PHOTO

BACOLOD CITY, Negros QOccidental — Communist rebels owned up the ambush in Toboso town in
Negros Occidental that killed three soidiers and wounded two others on Saturday.

The Roselyn Pelle Command of the New People Army Northern Negros Guerilia Front on Monday claimed
responsibility for the ambush of the soldiers belonging to the Alpha Company of the 62nd Infantry
Battalion who were patrolling Sitio Carbon, Barangay San Isidro, Toboso.

Killed were Private First Class Teddie Alcallaga, PFC Reggie Taleon, and PFC Ramel Perasol. Wounded
were Corporal Rosevil Villacampa and PFC Jethro Niervo.

Roselyn Pelie Command spokesperson Cecil Estrella said that aside from the death and injury of the
Army soldiers, the NPA seized three M-16 assault rifles, two pouches and a lot of M-16 rifle ammunition.
Estrella claimed that the ambush was in response to the request of residents to stop the alleged human

rights abuses committed by the soldiers.

Estrella warned Army troops that those who committed human rights violations would be priority targets of
the NPA.

Col. Francisco Delfin, 303rd Infantry Brigade commander accused the NPA of making false accusations to
justify their murderous attacks on soldiers,

He said the police and Army were preparing chaiges against 156 rebeis invoived in the ciash with the Army
soldiers in Toboso. SFMirga

1

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



BY REINA TOLENTINO
REPORTER

TATE auditors revealed that the ‘
Department of National Defense
'(DND) used its Quick Response Fund
(QRF) totaling P128.6 million as fund
transfer for the repair and reconstruction
of facilities which is not in accordance .
with the purposes of the fund.

In 1ts 2015 andit report on the
DND, the Commissior on Audit
(COA} punted out that under
the law, the purpose of the QRF i
as a stand-by fund for immediate
assistance to people in communi-
ties and areas hit by catastrophes
and crises,

The DNDhad P5 729 million for
disaster 1isk reduction and man-
agement services for 2615, broken

down mtu P352.5 million from the
2015 General Appropriations Act
(GAA), and P220.4 million from
continuing appropriation.

COA said that of this amount,
236 mullion was uscd during the
year for the acquisition of goods
and equipment (88,97 million),
repairs and construction (P12.03
million), and fund transfers to
various Implementing Agencies or

IAs (P73.93 mllion).

State anditors said they noted
several deficiencies in their 1eview
of DND’s transactions, as well as
overpricing and previous unlig-
uidated fund transfers made to
the AFP General Headquarters,
Office of Civil Defense, and the
Philippine Army. :

The transfer of funds using the
QRF was not n accordance with
the intended purpose of QRF as
authorized in DND's budget, COA
said, because it defeats the purpose
of the QRF as stand-by fund to
ensure immediate action during
calamities It added that DND
is not an implementing agency
for rebabilitation and recon-
struction projects but the DPWH
(Department of Public Woiks
and Highways). -

According to state auditors,
DND transferred P73.9 m:llhon to



-the Otfice of Civil Defense (OCD)

and the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP’) Finance Center
during the year for the repair,
maintenance and reconstruction
of pérmanent structures of the
Central Command (CENTCOM),
construction of facilities of OCD
Regional Office IX, the construc-
tion ot 1'CD Regional Office I and
equipmment and the construction of
OCD Regional Office IL.

The above transfers, they said,
“do not appear to be within the
intended purpose uf QRF as au-
thorized in DNIYs budget.”

COA also noted that other gov-
ernment agencies had facilities
which were affected by disasters
but could not have these repaired
or reconstructed because they have
no capital outlay i their budget,

Thus, for DND aand its bu-
reaus to take advantage of the

QRF lodged in their budget fo
their own facilitics may not be
proper, it added.

Lastly, COA said that the pur-
pose of the fund transfer did
not directly benefit the imtended
beneficiaries of the QRE --- people
[iving 1n communities or areas hit
by calamities, epidernics, crises,
and catastrophes.

For-its part, the DND com-
mented that it “is implanting the
provisions of the General Appro-
priations Act on the utilization
of the QRE”

It said that the programs, ac-
tivities, and projects under DND's
QRF are geared towards ensuring
that the situation and living condi
tions of calamity victims may be

normalized as quickly as possible

through the provision and ccn-

stiuction of three-in-one facilities,

olganization, equipage and train-

ing of disaster responders, and
construction, rehabilitation or
repair of AFP camps and facilities
dest:oyed by nauural calamities.
The utilizaton of the QRF for
prepasitioning allowed the DND
fo cnatinue using its QRF for
the oiganization. tiaiming and
equipage of AFT disaster units for
most tvpes of emergencies, the
DND added.
"On transferring QRF funds
to various implementimg agen-
cies notwithstanding that these

‘agencies have previous unliqui-

dated fund transiers, we need to
urgently initiate the transfer of
funds under extraordinary cir-
cumstances and strike a balance
between policy and urgency of
iequircmments to restore public
service and provide support tc
damage facilitics in disaster-
affccted areas,” it said.




Visaya eyed

as next

AFP chief

~ BY CATHERINE S.VALENTE
AND FERNAN MARASIGAN REPORTERS
—___-_-________-——-_-_.__-_-— : ——

Arﬁ:led Forces of the

In an interview in Davao City
on Sunday night, Duterte called
Visava a “vibrant general.”

Visaya is currently the chief of
the Southern Luzon Command.
He was a top contender for thetop
AFP post last year _

The AFP is currently led by

Acting Chief of staff Lt. Gen..

Glorioso Miranda.

Miranda and Visaya were class-
mates at the Philippine Military
Academy.

Miranda has been acting AFP

RESIDENT-ELECT Rodrigo Duterte
'is considering appointing Lt. Gen.
Ricardo Visaya on head of the

Philippines (AFP).

chief since April 22, 2016 upon the
retirement of former military chief
Gen. Hernando Irriberi.

Duterte alsc said that for the
pext head of the Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP), hewill choose
from the three former Davao City
police chiefs.

* The candidates are Chief Su-
perintendent Ronald dela Rosz,
brigade commander of the Reac-
tionaty Standby Support Force
who was relieved from his post
after declaring his suppott for

Dhiterte on Facebook, Chief Supt
Ramon Apolinario, Mimaropa
police officer-in-charge. and St
Supt. Rene Aspera, chief of staff of
the PNP Anti-Kidnapping Group.

Duterte said since the thyee were
qualified, he told them 0 work it
out among themselves.

* "wala akong masasabi sa tenure
mila [l cannot say anything against
‘heir tenure here],” he said. Tt was
all good.”

Incumbent PNP chiet Ricardo
Marquez is set to retire in Au-
gust 2C16.

Crush Abu Sayyaf

Visaya said Duterte wants the AFP~
to totally crush the terrorist Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) and to actively
join the government's anti-illegal
drugs campaign.



Emerging from a meeting with
the Davao City mayor and some
retired iilitary and police officials
in Davac Sunday night, Visaya said
Duterte told him what he wanted
the AFP to dp,

"Gusto nya na ang mawala yung
Abu Sayyaf bago matapos yung
term nya (He wants to eliminate
the Abu Sayyaf before his term
ends),” he said, ‘

Visaya received numerous
awaids including the Cavalier
Award for Army Operations, the
most coveted award that g PMA
alumnus cap receive; Distin-
guished Seivice Star, 10 Bronze
Cross Medals, twe Gawad sa Kaun-
laran, 45 Military Merit Medals
and 13 Military Commendation
Medals among others,

He also earned his Master's
Degree in Project Management

at the Austraha'Defense Force

“Academyin. Canberra, Australia in

2002 and attended the Fxecutive
Course at the Asia-Pacific Center
for Security Studies in Honoluly,
Hawaii in 200¢,

Free reign

Meanwhile, Inceming party-list
Tepresentative Hary |, Roque urged
leaders of the Libera) Party (LP) to
give President Rodrigo Duterte free
Teign to organize Congress,
eelection results is 2 complete
repudiation of the veljow forces.
Speaker Belmonte should now al-
low Bebot Alvarez io assume spealk-
ership rather than be obstructed in
this regard,” Roque said,
“Belmonte -and his vellow co-
horts have had their time and theijr
time is now up. He should allow

changes in Congress pursgant to
the mandate gwven by the people
10 Duterte,” he added -

Roque is the firgt nominee of
the Kabayan party hst,

Roque said Liuterte's presump-
tive win is a clear indication that
the Filipino People do not want
more of the same,

“Cur kababayans are tired of
the yellow way of doing things, In
order for trye change to happen,
the LP must give way,” he said,

"If it is really the people’s wel-
fare they have i mind and not
their party’s, thep the LP must
allow to Duterte 1 organize Con-
gress,” he added.

Duterte’s PDPLaban earlie
endorsed newly-elected Dayag
del Norte Tepresentative Pap-
taleon “Bebot” Alvarez as next
House speaker



DAVAOQ CITY - In the short-
list for the next riational police
chief, Chief Supt. Ronald dela
Rosa agreed with incoming
president Rodrigo Duterte that
suppressing the proliferation
of illegal drugs and crimes
within three to six months 1s

doable.

“It can be done,” Dela Rosa
told The STAR

Dela Rosa, aleng

with Chuef Supt. Ramon Apn-
linario and Rene Esvera of
the FNP-Anti-Kidnapping
Group, 1s ameng the officials be-
mg groomed to be the next Phil-
ippine National Police {PNP)
chief when Thiterte assumes
office vn June 30,

“The three police uificials
served as chief of police of
Davao City under Mavor

3 D
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By EDITH REGALADO

Duterte. : -

. Dela Rosa pointed out that
Duterte has vet to deade who
among the three of them will re-
place PNP chief Director Gen-
eral Ricardo Marquez, who is
expected to submit his courtesy
resignation to the new presi-
dent when President Aquino
steps down frrm office.

- “We have to wait for the
mayor (Duterte} to announce
who will be the next NP
chief,” Dela Rosa added.

Dela Rusa is a meémber of the
Philippine Military Academy’s
Class 1986, while Apclinario
belongs to PMA Class 1985.

Duterte met the three police
officials at Hotel Elena here
Sunday night.

Dela Rosa was relieved as

brigade commander of the PNP
Reactionary Standby Support
Force {RS5F) two days betore
the May 9 polls for posting on
his Facebook account that he
will “erush” those who cheat
and sow terror on election day:

Duterte said the appoint-
ment of the new PNP chiet
would be further discussed in
the next days

Lt Gen. Ricardo Visaya,
commander of the Southern
Luzon Command, is expected
to be appointed as the next
chief of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP)..

Visava also met with
Duterte Sundav along with
the three police generals.

Duterte said that he would
work on strengthening the
board of generals (BOG) of the

_AFP and the PNP so that pro-
motions would be done based
on merit and not through influ-

ence peddling. .

Duterte assured the military
that he would not iolerate the
padrine system in the promo-
tion of railitary officials and
would just let the BOG screen
the candidates for promotion.

“De net look for me for
prometions or assignments.
There is the board of generals,”
Duterte said

The BOG consists of the
AFP chiet of staff, the vice
chief of staff, the deputy chief
of staff and the heads of the
Army, Air Force and Navy.

To fill vacated wilitary
posts, the BOG comes tip with
a shortlist of candidates and

- submita this to the defense sec-

3 contenders eyed for PNP chief

retary, who will then transmit
it to the president.

. Duterte also warned AFP of-
ficials against using politicians
to get promoticns.

“Do not get endorsements
from the senators, congress-
men and others. I'll automati-
cally reject vour applications,”
he said

Duterte promised to make
sure that all government posi-
tions would go to “the best and
the brightest applicants.”

Chief Supt. Victor Deona,
chief of the PNP Criminal
Investigation and Detection
Greup (CIDG), said Duterte’s
promiseto address criminahty
and illegal drugs m the country
within six months is feasible.

“We can do this if the whole
PNP and the whole govern-
ment help each other to ad-
dress this,” said Deona during
a press conference at the CIDG
regional office inside Camp
General Simeon Ola in Legazpi
City yesterday. :

He said the people must
also support law enforcers to
address the problem.

Deona said Duterte cannot
solve these problems by him-
self or bv the PNP hierarchy
alone.

Deona said. that an effec-
tive campaign against illegal
drugs should focus on supply
reduction by law enforcement
agencies, then enforce demand
reduction through an effective
information drive against the
use of 1llegal drugs and drug
rehabilitation by the health
department. — With Alexis
Romero. Celso Amo
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New PNP, AFP chiefs loom

PRESUMPTIVE President Rodrigo
Duterte said late Sunday he plans
to appoint as head of the military
and the police two officials who
are both products of the Philippine
Military Academy.

“I'm consideting General Visava
to be the chief of staff. He 1s a vibrant
general,” Duterte told reporters at 11
p.m. Sunday in Davao Crty.

He was referring to Southern
Luzon Command Lt. Gen. Ricar-
do Visaya, a member of the PMA
Class of 1983 and a native of Ba-
carra, Ilocos Norte.

Meanwhile, some reports say
Duterte is hkely to appoint Chief
Supt. Ronald Dela Rosa, a member
of the PMA Class of 1986, to replace
Philippine National Police Chief Ri
cardo Marquez, a member of the
PMA Class of 1982 whe will reach
mandafory retirement this August.

A source from Duterte’s inner
circle said Visaya and Dela Rosa will
assume their new posts on June 30,
when Duterte takes his oath of office.

“Yes, it’s Chief Supt. Dela Rosa sa
PNP and Lieutenant General Visaya
para naman sa AFP,” said the source
who requested anonymity.

If Dela Rusa is appointed, it will
be the first time in PNP history that
a chief superintendent is elevated to
director general, a four-star position
in the military. He served as Davao
City's police chief under Duterte.

Just recently, Marquez sacked
Dela Rosa when he threatened in his
Facebook account to bring to justice
any cheaters 1n the May 9 elections,
raving the PNP was “»political.”
Dela Rosa was then a brigade com-
mander of a suppert unit based in
Camp Crame in Quezon City for
election duties, Flarante S, Selmerin

)
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Dutert okes t ‘eitisls,’ offers
CPP 4 Cabinet posts

Presumptive president Rodrigo
"Rody” Duterte treaded on d4angerous
ground yesterday after he said he will
offer four Cahinet posts to the
Communjst Party of the Phihppines
(CPP) if it decides to work with his
government while calling a group of
businessmen allied with President

Aquino a “bunch of elitist fools.*

In his first press briefing after it
became clear in the vote tally that his
lead was insurmountable and that he will
be the next president, Duterte said in
Davao City he is giving the left wing
armed rebel group, the Department of
Agrarian Reform (DAR), Department of

Environment and Natural Resources
{DEKR). Department of Labor and
Employment. (DoLE), and the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD). .

The presumptive president added he
is offering the DoLE to the “most
vigilant group in the Philippines.”

“There &re others but those are the
only departmenis [ can concede to
them,” Duterte said

Duterte has also revealad some of
his prospective Cabinet members who
are his running mate Sen. Alan Peter
Cayetano for the Department of Foreign

Turn to page 2
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ratidrs JDFA) or Depurtment of
Justice, Perfecto Yasay as acting
Foreigr. affairs Secretary, Curlos
Dominguer #- Finance Secretury, Art
Tugade as hesd of the Deparcmam
of Transportation and Commerni-
«ations. Peter Laurel for the
Departuent of Education, wnd
Salvodor Hiedialdes as Executive
Secretury.

Other possible appointees
menzioned by Duterte were a choice
among Chief Superintenden: Ronald
Dela Rosa, Mimoropa police officer-
Iecharge Chiel Superiniendern Eamon
Apolinario and Chief of staff of the
PNP Anti-Kidnapping Group Senior
Superimendent Rene Aspera for the
post 48 PNP Chief.

The three PNP officials were all
former Davac City Police Offics
{DCPQ) heads. Dela Rosa was recertly

refieved as DCPG head and reassigned
v Camp 0757 afver he expressed
Wris support for Duterte in his social
Inedia page.

Other names mentioned by
Truierie were Jesus Durer: as
Fovernment peace negotiatar for the
Muoklim rebels anc former Justice
Secretary Behot Bello as peace
wroness haad for the CPP; end lawyer
Falvodor Panelo as presidentia’
SpPOKF3man.

s spokesman Peter Lawiﬁz.
ecrtier -aid that the presumpriv
o, gsiden; will pasterr his Cabmet
e the limeup of Canediar Prime
Inmzr;- =r Justin Trudect. vhichizan
ihniuall s diverse Cahinet viin an
aubal TNy 0f Men ang Wimer.

Duterte alar pounced on the
®:akati Business Club (RMBG) vwhich
corhier eriticized his Iack of econonic
vision during o spoech he made before
o Syeem the MBC and the Managerent

seetuiior or the Philippines (iaF)

AT

culling he business group as
~umposed of “elftistana wlol " Telitis:
faolsh

TAeko sy Caltivei zbow
Intras U are end e amices. pos me,”
| S (e

“Dor’t sk ome  choud
infrasoeienure. vou ask Secretar
Tuesdo ar Dondnguel.” Dugeri @ ol
the WTRE

Tnnere snic he wanteo tooreraind

Shehnvamess prouy thar he s o awver
SRR

IIHTS ;: ir de

1wt nelineq on busines o7
ta und has cained his

Sein b College of Low

clam” Zrore,

i e sy weger ool
vhe the Tooe Qidn’t know).” he

ta we o

[ERTE i e F

SurnasCtre Ghide mo ke s v
elo! wemere (Thinds bunch o7 elithe s ure
a0 mueh, who do they think wies are
= bunch of fools),” he added.

DU3 o walcome Joms home

The leader of the rommunist
insurgency will be weleomed to resur:
home after wearly three decade: in
exile and participate in pear-talks.
Dteric added.

Communis: Party of the Philipines
founder Juse Maric “dome” Sison
vrrote In . Fazehook post 1as. week
he hoped 10 come home following the
landslide May £ election win ol
Dutterie, with whom he has maintaines
ties while living in the Netheriands.

1 do not begradge the NPas
{eommunist New People’s Armiv} in
looking for firears, But when 11canh
my oathtaking... ther must realizr 1
am the government and I am the
enemy but I offer my hand in pears
and we cantalk, he said,

Duterie previously said late. Sunder
thas Sison’s return to the Philippines
wouid be important in helping to end
the rebellion.

The insurgency v as one of Asia’s
iongest and has claimed en est'niaged
30,000 Tives since the 1950,

“Yes, he is welenme. I an: happy
with the statement thar he is coming
home. I would very much vent to talk
to tin ahow resolving uhe insurd ncy
problem,” Dherte said.

Sison, nav 7. fled te Europe 1 oon
after pease wulks fail=d in 1067,

The ¢OMIMUNISS armed Wing. Lie
WFa, is beliead o heve foves Thar
=0 saldiers, dovn from & peak o
26,006 i+ the 1050s asording v the
military. however it ro1zins svppon
amnng the deeply poot ir: the rural
Philippines.

Communisis killed thres »adiers
fas: Sataay. sccording o the
milizary. in the first outhreal of
feadlrvidienes hesws 2ar the twosides
sines Dueer='s elention win,

Duteris Is due to he gvoorl inie
office onnJune 30.

AU evived rease L
sfiertaking office in 2000 hin “!.e‘\-‘(
then in 2018, a- using the rebels
Vesineerity in eforie e achiev
political s=iioment.

The teiks got boggec i
s oML LS e e
of ~eares of their jzhied commeies
they d=sorive ™ go mnolitiend
prisoners”. wiich
g roerinenn 1ojeced,

Hrurerte, whe wee Sizon s stu e
sednhe v everwilling e compls
vivh the eommenists’ denzw 1
rejedse their captused wembers,

“Miem :uii"f.i"d We i

1
IR DLT ML

Wb
the .

in penG fg

slf posdides prisoners” ne s

Innerte. howerer runs the vis
of incurring ihe ire of the Unite
Stetes by his ingistence on
imirediarels declaring & o20 ety - g
initiaring peé-e negotiatons vich the
commutisi pary wing Narional
Democrasic Front oi'the P ﬂil)pinea
7RDF; and his jeadership vill |
tested if he pursws 5 hisvow v -b'al}-
peacs white s undec by haewt = e
right-ving financial bazkers.

The Cenural Commitiec of the
Cominunist Parsy of the Philippiner
{CPPLC) saic in 2. officia: eratement
rzleased on Mondsy anorning. Moy 16,
that “with Duter.e set to become
president, fur the 1irst time. the
Philippine clieri-star- ie to be headed
by one whe i not compietel beholden
19 the US imperialist<. Duterte has
railed agains: the US ano the US
Central Intalligence ageney (CIA) for
whizking awey fis agent Michael
Meiring who accidentall: expioded the
improvised bombhe w2 preparing
inside a Dawao hotel during the feight
of the 2042 US terror bombings in
Mindanac. He ha< opposea the use o
vh2 Darae airport 2¢ 2 base fn LS
dror: opciations ang har spoken
witavarabiy of the Exhonees Detense
Cogmerasion ALr=ement ‘,,DC%\
Dhoterre has simme the surran: {
and Aucurilian ambassacors 1"0:‘
politi~al meadiing aiter recenthv
making crnrasis abol s tasteless
rape joke.

MOD—‘.'_‘-‘EJ&&‘iRDIIKBI‘H—'C&HI})—CPP

{PPGT vy =Gt vhiie Thit=rt =
1ol on the gresi of nepuelar
disen-hanmtmens s the boocnipsiant
angd mnerforming saministaton of
Fregident Armaine, ne ~oreiimes {7 he
holiolden (¢ the “palitind vover
hropers™ end “noonerbeogs”

L

representing the very swme vling
class that profited fror the aguine

theiyitr » ment o hin..

“myth= other hand, the resoof
e el
N0 P
presonsg

WS mileam

i (‘l.'

PG T 10T anen DN T LG
WV Ve THAET T v ad e eading
stoto, esneciolin g dFare s
H i S T ] - Ty
1 Pl ey LT T O

sresaed,
[Hrrere

woeld
Lier it ma’ Mone

STl

Benk (7.5 % P)nf" iaix. 1]19 [. a3
GRS i ol
Chsifled its pl]] T rm;_Je“ the

WY

e oty e
il and ulioral

ez Arry INDa e b oo L vtk
it worl since “tuere wil pe né
honeviioon with the Duenie regime.’

“Vhile engaging the Duterte
regime i pesce nesotiations snd
possible alliancs in oruer U advance
the naiional aud democratic
aspiradons of the Filipino people. the
res olutionary forces vl conrinue to
relenilessly advarce the peoples
armed resistance snd democraric
mass sruggles, While epen i
cooperarion and allianse. they must
relentlessiy criticize and oppose any
an? all anti-peopie and prodmperisis
policy and measure,” The part)
emphasizec.

“Vhile incoming Presiden: Duterie
has displaved progressive aspects, the
revoiutionary force.- are also aware
thart he is mainly a part of the ruling
class political elite. For the past four
decades. he has served the system
s a bureaucrar and implementec ius
iaas and policies. He hos vorked with
foreign and loca: hig caphualists.
plantaion. owners and big lundlore:
whi expect returns unde; his regims..
Tre masses of workers, peasants and
farmoworkers in Dovao Oty aiave long-
suffered toom e oppreseive and
explottative conditions in the big
;Jic.ntatmm and ex nnn—onen*%
LONTaz-growing bissmesses.” SPPCC
said.

Moreovel, the porty saic Dursre
185 not deviered fion. the dominant
nesiibaral ecnomic thinking whick
has broughs ahout o e hardskips to
the Filiping peop’e fi more than three
Gecader,

Nonedheleas, CPPOC sressed that
the world has seen the rise anti-Us
leaders in eouaviries duminazec b the
US ac i the coses of Vanezuel . s Huge
Chewaz . 193523 and Bolivil's Eve
Morzles (2006-present), whe have
stood to defend the rizhi to self
aeerniinarinn of their resperive
COUNTTIES.

“Their antidmperizlism cliowed
their fovernment o free large
AllIOTILY 0 fesaufeer such ar fald
end oii from ioroign control wnd

e these to the pwtp]r- iri *.h&

nen n" I
ot

edieation end pubiic health. Onthe
raer hend, while clearly bensfiting
feen. theil governmeni's wntk
e rialiom and ingseasing resouress
T the Gelivery of social &nd
“Cn).s ol §=rvices *"whm‘.'}mwwt
kers ana;m SN0 e i

r from cppression cmd
crploitation hecouse foreinn big
copitelists and landlords ronsined
dominant in ather fleias of the
emrmomy and state poveor” the party
Gecry Baldo. AFP
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You can’t just sell the yacht,
Duterte told

By Julie M. Aurelio

PRESUMPTIVE President-elect Rodrigo
Duterte’s plan to sell the presidential
vacht-—the BRP Ang Panguln—will have to
follow the process for disposing of govern-
‘ment and military assets

The military said the plan to dlspose of
the historic yacht which is operated by the
Philippine Navy would have to undergo
evaluation.

. Armed Forces of the Philippines spokesper
son Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said the issue
had not been discussed at the military level.

“We have a procedure for disposing of
military or government assets as prescribed
by law. These regulations are in place to en-
sure that needed assets are not unnecessar-
ily disposed of,” Padilla said.

He said an evaiuation committee. would
be created to determine if such a sale was
necessary.

Proceeds for veterans -

Duiterte announced his intention to sell
the presidential yacht and use the proceeds
for war veterans, to improve hospital facili-
ties- and raise doctors’ salaries so they
wouldn’t leave the country.

Padilla explained that the President, as
Commander in Chief of the military, was af-
forded these privileges (use of different
types of vehicles) s he could perform his
functions better.

- “When the President or Commander in
Chief assumes office, it is believed he is
among the busiest persons in our land.
Hence, his time is very, very important,” the
AFP spokesperson said.

Another factor in dedicating vehicles to
the President’s sole use is the issue of his se-
curity and safety. '

Padilla said the -issue of selling the Ang
Pangulo was still “speculative” since the in-
coming president could change his mind after

-

listening to advise from different quarters.
“The disposdl of assets is a very defined
procedure. This 1s in due regard of the val-
ue of the asset that is being utilized, and the
amount of money that can be taken out of it
for other purposes,” he said ‘
He ‘added that although certain assets
served a purpose, they didn’t fetch a high
price due to depreciation.
" Padilla noted that instead of selling such as-
sets, these were sometimes still used because
“it serves a bigger purpose in comparison to
the depreciated value that it will sell for”

The BRP Ang Pangulo was acquired in.

1959 by the Philippine government as part
of war reparations from Japan. Its first CIC
was President Carlos Garcia.

it weighs 2,200 tons and has a Iength of
77 meters, wlth 5,000-horsepower engines.

President Ferdinand Marcos and his fam-
ily used the yacht to party with their high
society friends, as shown in the video that

~went viral after the Marcoses were forced
to flee the country in Feburary 198€.
* President Corazon Aqung tried to sell the
yacht in 1986 for $5.5 million to do away with
a reminder of the past regime’s lavishness and
extravagance. But there were no takers.

President Joseph Estrada had it refur-
bished at the expense of his friends and
used it for floating mahjong sessions with
thém and members of his family.

During President Gloria Macapagal-Az-
royo’s term, it caught fire while undergoing
repairs. After a refurbishing, it was re-
named the BRP Pag-asa.

~ The current President Aquino restored
the name of the yacht; BRP Ang Pangulo.
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Navy’s new wars

Beaming with pride, Navy
officers and men welcomed ves-
terday the docking of the biggest
and brand new warship, the BRF
Tarlac, at the Manila South Har-
bor’s Pier 13. - j do

" Hundredsz of Marines and

Navy personnel as well as retired
miliiary men watched as the
mammoth vessel, escorted by a
tugbeat, slowlv made her wav
to her berthing place at around 4
pm yesterda{‘l R

“With much jubtiation, excite-

ment and pride, the Mulippine
Navy today shares wit

our

N

By JAIME LAUDE
Filipmo people a very important
milestone not only for the Navy
and the Armed Porces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP), but for the whole
maritime naftion,” said Navy
chief Vice Admiral Ceasar Taccad
He said the Indonesian-made
BRP Tu+luc 1s the newest addition
to the Navy’s flect and 1s the larg-
est among 1ts floating assets and
the first Landing Dock Vessel in
the fleet. :

Named after the province of
Tarlac, une of the eight prov-
inces that raised arms against the
Spaniards during the Philippine

4 .
WL M
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hip docks in Manila

Reévolution in 866, the warship
1s slated to serve as an eftective
convevance for troop and cargo
movement from one operational
area to another

The vessel, once commissioned,
will be placed under the Navy's
Sealift Amphibious Forces of the
Philippine Fleet. )

BAP Tarlae is une of two Land-'
ing Dock Vessels that the gov-
ernment has procured from
Indonesian’s shipbuilder PT
Pal (Fersero) through the AFP
Modernization Trust Act Fund
amounting to P3.8 billion.
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=="30UR people have been killed in

% clashes between rival political clans
in the province of Maguindanao,
just days after a contentious election

reinstated a local mayor, authorities said.

Fighting Flarzd brtween the
¢.bal and Buisan clins in tae

- strife-torn wouthern pravinge ovs

the 7ot on Miay ©, the 2z &
as the synchronizad nidonal 2n.

lccat elcctions. vhich saw AMunta
=ir Saval ret1in his posi brating a
Uaisan-backed o poncent.

~ memb.r ¢f the Buisan fam-
i rias Lilled @ Jay before the

pcils, »nd subscquent “iolinc.
cu frdar and Zaturder siined
rhrée racre s
About 15.500 reanis heve tleg
Sie tov 1 ~f iliay since Friday ¢
figrwrs frowr beth side gathered
in the area, leca! peaice chie! Se-
nict Ins, Froddic 5.iar said,
He zaid these fighting had ties
oo the country's £o targest srmed
Mustr.. g-oups that ¢n e fought
the gosarmm ALTOs2LHP ° 520403
islamic staw in the scuth of the
largely-Chiistan Mhilippines.
“This i not o ordinary fam-
Tl Focaun, dob sides cove
1oativ=s ang g porers fron the
Mare idamic Looration Frong
{.A:LF; and th: dure Nationai
Liberation Rren {24:5LE), hesaid.
Tacugn b oth groups have *igned
trucas with the government as pan
-z mowt rf their

Wap e prw
fr thrers have not Gisarmed,

The military has sent forces ime
the area since the clashes erupted.
put seldiers are not engaging
either 21 the armed grours to
avoid brezking ‘he ceasefire, said
regional militar: spokeswoman
Captain lo-enn P:tinglay.

The police chicf said local reli-
girus leaders and MILF represcn-
tatives v ere trving to negotiate a
ceascfirz 1o end the lotest hout of
violenct. while chief MILF nego-

POy i gy
Sals
fq‘.sﬁ# i

ttator Motagher Igbal denied his
group was invalved in the fighting.

The province of Maguindanao
has lnng bezn the site of viclent
nolitical conhizt betwoen po- -erful
Muslim clanc,

In 2002, e countr’s worst
pofitical magsacre eccurrud in the
province s feilow ers of ony such
clan killzd 58 poople inan atiempt
to provent un eection challenge
from .. rival group. AFP
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- released after reportedly

beheadanother
Samal hostage

8y JAIME LAUDE

Abu Sayvyat bandits
have threatened to behead
another {creigrer they
se1zed from a resort on
Samal Island if their ransom
demand is nnt met.

in a video released on
social media showing
Canadian Rebert Hall
and Norweglan Kjartan
Sekkingstad, the bandits
said they should receive
P50C million at 3 p.m. on
Jure 13.
_ Another hostage. Filipina
Maritess Flor, was not showr
1 the videc.

Canadian Jehn Ridsdel.
who was taken along wiih

. the three hostages, was

beheaded on April 27 after
the deadhne set for the
pavment of a P300-million
ransom lapsed.

Armed Forces of the
Thilippines chuef Brag. Gen.
Restituto Padilla said there is
1o letup in the operations te
rescue tlie ramaining kidnap
victims.

“We have not stopped
our operations. We will not
cease until these bandits are
held accountable tor their
actions,” Padilla said

Five other foreigners —
four Malaysians and a Dutch
hirdwatcher — remain in the wu
hands ot the Abu Sayyaf. -

Fourteen Indonestan
fishermen were earlier -

paying ransom.
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THE terror group Abu Sayyaf has threat-
ened to behead another foreigner if the
P600-million ransom for him is not de-
livered on June 13. its third deadline after
it beheaded 68-year-oid John Kidsdel, a
Canadian citizen, on April 25.

The threat was contained in a new
video posted on the internet, but the
captors did not specify who among Rob-
ert Hall, a Canadian citizen, and Kjar-
tan Sekkingstad, a Noerwegian, would be
beheaded.

The Abu Sayyaf is also holding Marites

Tha
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Abu Sayyaf
threatens
to behead
2nd captive

g T:_ i \ﬁi

Flor, Hall’s girlfriend.
The terrorist group aired its new de-

‘mand even as the Armed Forces said op-

erations were still ongoing to rescue the
hostages the Abu Sayyaf is holding,

“We have not stopped. We will netcease
until these bandits and criminals are held
accountable for their actions,” military
spokesman Restituto Padilla said.

- Communications Secretary Herminio
Coloma Ir. said they were now verify-
ing with the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs the new video released by the Abu

R

Page: ﬁf [

Sayyaf Group.

“We are deferring to the DFA on this as
this involves foreign nationals,” Coloma
said in a statement.

All the captives together with Ridsdel
were abducted by the terrorists in August
last year in a beach resort on Samal Island
and took them to Sulu. : :

“I appeal to my government and the
Philippine government, as I have ap-

_pealed before, for help,” Hall said in the

video. Florante §. Solmerin and Sandy Ara-

" neta, with PNA v
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Abu sets new deadline to kill captives

wearing orange shirts 1o a jungle setting,
surrounded by houvded, armed men.

By Mario J. Mallari

The Abu Sayyaf has ihreatened to exerute
ane of two foreign hostages on Jine 15 unless
a ransoin worth 60U million is paid.

A video released by the terrorist group —
whose leaders have sworn allegiance to the
Tslarmic State group —shows Canadian Robert

recelved by june 17

Hall and Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad

From page 1

A third hostage 1s-Filipino Marites Flor,
Fhethree, along with another Canadian John
Ridsdel, were snatched frum the posh Oceanview
Rewort on Sumal Island Iast September.
.Ridsdel was belieaded by the Abu Sayyaf
ladt April 25 after failing to pay P300-miilion
ransom demand. His head was found in front
nfthe Jolo municipal building the following day
while his body was discovered days after in
the jungles of Sulu.
rPrior fo Ridsdel’s beheading, the Abu Sayyaf
alge. released a video warning to harm the
hostage if its P200-million demand is not met.

/A

Text on the video capiured by Bite
Intelligence Group stated “The Abu Sayyaf
group is giving another ultimatum io the
Canadian, Norwegian and Philippine
governments, if our ransom demand worth 600
million pesos is not given. we will behead
another foreign hostage on June 13 (Monday)
at exactly 3 p.m.”

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFF)
said efforts are now ongoing to validate the

~video but stressed such should not be dignified.

At a press hriefing, , AFP spokesman Drig,
Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr. said military
operations are still continuing against the Abu
Sayvaf terrorists both in Basilan and Sulu.

L9

 The men say their captors havathreatened
o0 kil ar least one 4 them i1 . payment is

T appeal tu m* gorevninent and the«
Phulippine government, as I have appraled

before, for help,” said Hall,
Turn to page 2

“We have 1ot seen the video... we will
validate,” he added "

“Focused wilitary operaticns are continng
against these criminals...we are still working
to rescue all kidnap victims and pressure the
kidnap for ransem groups to release them,”

he added. -
- Padilla stressed the military sirictly

stubseribed to the governmert’s noransem pohicy.
He said paying ransom unly strengthens the
terierist groups
The handit group is also believed to be
holding four Malaysians. a Dutch bird-watcher
and four Filipinos, seized in separate raids.
With AFP
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Ransom ultimatum set for hostages

COTABATOCITY: The local terror group
Abu Sayvaf ‘zroup [A3SG) sef an
ultimatum for the heads of two
remaining foreign hostages if the
P600 million ransorm is not grver
before June 13

“The (ASC under Harakatul
Islariyah facuon) s giving an-
other ultimatum to the Canadian,
Norwegian and Philippine govern-
ments,” the group announced in

its propaganda Telegram accounts.

The announcement included a
video uploaded on YouTube, but
was later removed after violating
the website's terms of servire.

The footage shown Canadian
Robert Hall and Norwegian Kjaitan
Sekkingstad dressed in orange pris-
oners suits, and behind them were
heavily artned masked men holding
two black banners, including an 1S
flag, mimicking the IS (or ISIS) fo1
the first ime in ASG's propaganda.

Another Flipina hostage, Maritess
Flor, was not shown in the tecent vid-
eo and her plight was stll unknown.

- Halland Seklangstad again plead-
ed for help, askang their respective
goveraments and the Philippine to
pay the large ransom monev to the
abductuts fus their release

“T appeal to uny govenunent aul
the Philippine government, as have
appealed before, for help,” Hall said

The captars said one of the for-
eign hostages will be beheaded if
demand is not dehveted on o1 be-
fore June 13, 2016 at about 3 p.m,

“We want o let you know, the
government of Canada and the Phil-
ippines, not to play garnes. We are de-
termined to slaughter all the captives
if you do not met our demands,” a
poor Arabic speaking man said while
reading scripts from his smartphone.

“We are not afraid of yon, your
scldiers, planes and tanks as we
pledge our lives, death, wealth and
out jihad to Allah, All of them are
for Him, " he said

last month, Canadian national
john Ridsdel was beheaded after
the demand was not met on the

extended deadline on April 25. The
ultimatim was initially set on April
8 Ridsdel’s head and bodv were
separately foand davs later 1 Jolo,
Sulu The Canadian government
1ias condemned the A obi-Llvwded ™
beheading of its crtizen Ridsdel

Meanwhule, the Armed Fnices of
the Thilippines (AFP) sad releat-
less military operations are still
ongoing to 1escue the hostages of
the terrorist Abu Savyaf Group

“All we can say is that the opera-
tions have been going, ther have
not stopped, they have not ceased,
we are still working to rescue all
kidnap victims and piessure the
kidnap for ransom gioups to
1eléase them." samd Brig. Gon, Res-
tituto Padilla Jr., AFP spokesman.

For the nth time, Padilla ap-
pealed to the public not to dignify
the ASG videos that are coming
out, as the AFP is doing everything
to safely rescue the hostages.

MOH SAADUDDIN AND
FERNAN MARASIGAN
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ASG sets ; 4-week deadline
for ransom payment

Islamist extremists in the Philip-
pines, whu last month beheaded a
Canadian man say they will kill another
Western hostage if a2 multi-miflion dol-
lar ransom is not pald within four
weeks.

A video released by the Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG)-whose leaders have
sworn allegiance to the Islamic State
group-shows Canadian Robert Hall and
Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad wear-
ing orange shirts in a jungle setting,
surrounded by hooded, armed men.

The men say their captors have
threatened to kill at least one of them if
no payment is received by June 13.

A caption on the video, carried
by the terror monitoring SITE Infel-
ligence Group, says Abu Sayyat is de-
manding F600 million ($12.8 million}.

In April, the group killed Canadian
John Ridsdel after a ransom deadline
passed.

Ridsdel, Hall, Sekkingstad, and
Hail's Filipina girlfriend were abducted
in 2015 from a resort on Samal island,
hundreds of kilometres (miles; from
Abu Sayyaf's traditional strongholds.

The group has been blamed for
the worst terror attacks in -Philippine
history.

Although its leaders have pledged
fealty to the Islamic State group,
analysts say they are more focused on
lucrative kidnappings-for-ransom than
on setting up a caliphate.

The group is believed to have just
a few hundred militants but has with-
stood repeated US-backed military of-
fensives, surviving by using the moun-
tainous, jungle terrain of the southern
islands to its advantage.

The Abu Sayyaf are also believed
to be holding four Malaysians, a Dutch
bird-watcher and four Filipinos, seized
in separate raids. (AFP)
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Extremist with 3 aliases arrested

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Police and mili-
tary authorities arrested Sunday an Abu
Sayyaf Group {ASG) member in this city,
who is facing a string of criminal cases
ranging from illegal detention to kidnap-
ping.

Zamboanga City Police Office (ZCPO)
spokesman Chief Insp. Helen Galvez identi-
fied the suspect as Regin Onsing Nazirin,
who 15 also known under his aliases Sahirun
Asdatul, Imam Aling and Abity Nawas.

Galvez said Nazirin was nabbed by
elements of the police and military, who
promptly responded to a tip from a local
resident about the presence of the suspect
at Baliwasan Seaside.

Nazirin is facing charges of kidnapping
and illegal detention for at least seven war-
rants of arrest issued by Judge Leo Jay T
Prinsipe of Regional Trial Court (RTC),
Branch 1 in Isabela City, Basilan province,
according to Galvez.

Nazirin was invelved in the 2001 Tairan
Golden Harvest kidnapping incident .He is
now detamed at ZCPO for documentation.
(Nonoy E. Lacson)
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Joma calls Leni win over FM Jr. poetic justice

By Delfin T. MallariJr.
Inquirer Southern Luzon

LUCENA CITY—It was “poetic justice.”

That’s the assessment by Jose Maria Si-
son, exiled founding chair of the Commu-
nist Party of the Thilippines (CPP), of what
hé called the immirient win of Leni Robredo
over Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in the vice presi-
dential vace.

“she (Robredu) stops on its track the
long-term drive of the Marcos family to go
back to Malacafiang. criminally using
money stolen from the Filipino people
through a bioody fascist dictatorship,”
Sison said in an online interview from.
Utrecht, The Netherlands, on Monday:

Robredo claimed victory on Sunday,

noting that it had become mathemancally
impossible for Marcos to catch up with
her. .

Sison congratulated Robrado. He sald
she had done better 1n the elections than
her running mate, Mar Roxas, due tc her
“militant” fight against Marcos.

“Roxas simply carried the stigma of
President Aquino’s kiss of death, merely
wishing to continue the discredited daang
matuwid (straight path governance),” he
said.

Last year, Sison advised Davao City
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, now the presump-
tive President-elect, against choosing Mar-
COS as running mate.

Sison told Duterte that the only son of
the deposed dictator might bring grave
repercussions on his political plans.

“Bongbong is the worst kind. So anyone
else 15 beiter,” said Sison, Duterte s teacher
at Lyceum in Manila. -

Duterte eventually chose Sen Ala_n Peter
Cayetano as his running mate, Cayetano
placed third. - .

The CPP founder spent nine years in de-
tention, most of it in sohtary confinement,
during the martal law regime.

Sison, a former professor at the Universi-

‘tyof the Phﬂlpplnes, was released from mil-

itary detention on March 6, 1986. He went

‘to The Netherlands and since then lived

there inexile.
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CPP leader welcome to fly home

COMMUNIST Party of

the Philippines founder

Jose Maria Sjison is wel-

come to fly home, said

presumptive President
igo Du

tn members of the CPP.
These melude the de-
partmeuts of agarian re-

form, environment and nat-
ural resources, labor and
emplovment, and social
welfare -and development
“Ang 1bibigay ko sa Com-
mumst Party of the Phihp-
pines, open ‘vung DAR,
DENR, Labor if they want
kasi sabi pila pinaks oppress
ng ano ’van,” Duterte said.
“They are the most vigi-

lant group in the Philippines
abous labor so they would
get it. DSWD at madami
pang 1ha but those are the
only departments I can con-
cede to them those four. Ma-
ganda na van,” he added.

Duterte also said that
Sison’s return to the Philip-
pines would be vital in axding
end rebellion in the country.

- Bigon wrote in a Face-
book post last week he
haped to come home follow-
ing the landslide win of
Duterte, with whom he has
mamtained tres while Liv-
ing in the Netherlands

“Yes, he is welcome. I
am happy with the state-
ment that he is coming
home. 1 would very much
want to talk to him about
resolving the insurgency
problem,” Duterte told re-
porters.

Sison, now 77, fled to
Europe soon after peace
taltks failed in 1987.

Efron Montanc/AFP -

Yy
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Retirado sa PAF, natagpuang naaagnas

VICTOPIA Tarlac - isang 12tiladong nperauiba & Philippine Ay Forge (PaFl
v.a sinasabing may plostate cancel ang Aatagpusng patay ar naaagnas I 58
Hnutuluyan nvang bahiay sa Fok HR Barangay Sar Gaviin, ¥ictane Tarlag
&yon sz report ni PO3 Frencisco Samis, I, ang hanghay Ay ¥av Flankhn
Miaiege, €7, HE Nasalig Iugat i : i 1
Mag-isang namumuhay, nakahibar! «Jugian ang naaagnas ni hatawan
' Manlegn ns dinantiiwalaans namatay sahill sa tnetaglay na halarndanian
Leandro Alborote

o
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OUR NAVY’S LARGEST

Navy's newest and largest floating asset, the BRP Tarlac, a strategic sealift
vessel, docked at Manila South Harbor on Monday. It will join the Sealift Amphibious Force
and carry out humanitarian and disaster search and rescue operations. It can transport 500
men, their vehicles and equipment, aside from its 121-man crew and was built in Indonesia.

A second vessel also from Indonesia is expected in May next year. GRIG C. MON' EGRANDE

— .  FE—— - - '
. \ - i
= .- P L L - A
LEIIDOE e AT O - / Lo atnl - - srmELLOen 3 . I A

ML LS . - : g N B e

. s P T4 - - ~ - -

4 v - H - - —— L e :

' ¥ L = R :




Army Vision® By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF ccPUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

Page: é &

[\ May 2016

"""""

F

Home is the ‘Tarlac’. The BRP Tarlac {LD-601), the country’s largest naval vessel to
date, is officially welcomed to the Philippine Navy fleet after it arrived from indonesia
on Sunday. The Tarlac, the first of its class in the country, is a command ship with sealift

capabilities. DANNY PATA
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Peace talks
must be welcomed

N Monday, April 25, the New People’s
iy : Army (NPA) released five Davao po-
E‘; ' lice officers, whom they called “pris-

+" oners of war,” to Davao City Mayor
Rodrigo Duterte. The mayor got to talk with
the commander of the NPA's Pulang Bagani
Battalion which had turned over the police of-
ficers to him,

After Duterte's election as president last
Monday, May 9, he was congratulated by Jose Ma.
Sison, founding chairman of the Communist Party
of the Philippines, who is now living in exile in the
Netherlands. Duterte, who was once a student of
Sison, talked with the CCP leader via Skype on his
laptap. Sison, in comments posted on Facebook,
called for a resumption of peace talks, a ceasefire,
and the release of political prisoners.

A Duterte spokesman said the new president
was ready to release ailing and elderly rebels on
humanitarian gounds, as well as those the CCP ap-
points as its peace negotiators after vetting by the
mifitary, the police. and government prosecutors.

The Communist insurgerncy in the Philippines is
one of the oldest in the world. The NFA was founded
by Bernabe Buscayno alias Commander Danie on
March 29, 1969, as the armed wing of the CPE which
had been organized a year earlier The NPA was
designated a terrorist organization by the United
States State Department and the European Union
Comtnon Foreign and Security Policy.

In 2008, President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
signed Amnesty Proclamation 1377 for members
of the CPE, its srmed wing the NPA, and their um-
brella organization the National Democratic Front
INDP). Implementing rules and regulations were
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drafted and the proclamation was sent to Congress
for its concurrence. Agreement, however, was never
reached in the peace talks and in 2019, the military
arr=sted 43 people attending a community meeting
in Morong, Rizal, 38 of whom were later released
by President Aquino. In 2011, the NPA attacked
three mining companies in Surigao del Norte, alleg-
edly because of their refusal to pay “revolutionary
taxes.” In 2014, CCP Chairman Benito Tiamzon and
nis wife Wilma were arrested. §-

Last March 26 -- as on all previous anniversaries
cf the founding nf the NPA —the pulice and the mili-
tary were on full alert status, as the NPA is known
to stage attacks on isolated government outposts
and on varlous installations in the countryside on
its anniversary.

President-eiect Duterte s long-standing con-
tacts with Sison and other party leaders. as well as
with the NPA men operating near Davao City, has
led to expectations that the incoming administra-
tion may move to resume the negotiations that had
broken down years ago. It has been reported that
Sen. Antonio Trillanes, a Duterte critic, warned
that some sectors in the military are against such
moves, but Duterte’s spokesman said this “remains
tobe seen.”

Any effort to bring about peace and security in
the country is to be welcomed. provided. of course,
the basic national interests are upheld. The Aquino
government moved last year lo make peace with
the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF). The Duterte government may be expected
torenew these efforts not only with the Moro groups
but also with the NPA, the other major insurgency
in'the country tnday.
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Abus set June 13 deadline for hostages, insist on
P600M ransom

By: Frances Mangosing

The Abu Sayyaf Group released a new video threatening to execute one of its foreign hostages if a
ransom of P600 million pesos is not paid by June 13.

“| appeal to my government and the Philippine government, as | have appealed before, for help,” said
Canadian Robert Hall in the video posted in the SITE Intelligence Group on May 13,

READ: Abu Sayyaf holding Canadian, Norwegian sets new ransem deadline

An English text that came up with the video said that the hostage will be beheaded by 3 p.m. on June 13 if

the ransom is not paid on the same day.
The video was released three weeks after Canadian John Ridsdel, who was abducted at the same time as

Hall, was beheaded.

READ: Beheaded despite P20-M ransom

Hall, Ridsdel and Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad, with Filipina Marites Fior, were abducted in 2015 on
Samal island, Davao del Norte.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines said that while they have yet to see the video, their operations have
not stopped.

“We are still working to rescue all kidnap victims and pressure the kidnap-for-ransom groups to release
them,” said AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla.

He also maintained that the military is implementing a no-ransom policy.

“We encourage all those other parties who are negotiating to please desist from paying. We only
strengthen these groups,” he said. RAM/rga
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Abu Sayyaf Group threatens to behead another
foreigner

By: Jaime Sinapit, InterAksyon.com
May 16, 2016 5:52 PM

MANILA — The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) threated on Monday, May 13, to behead another foreign captive
if authorities should fail to deliver the P600 miliien ransom it has been asking for by June 13, its third
deadiine after they beheaded 68-year-old John Ridsdel, a Canadian citizen, on April 25.

Incidentally, it was just a day after presumptive President Rodrigo Duterte met in Davao City with Lt. Gen.
Ricardo Visaya, chief the Souther Luzon Command (SoCom), to offer him the top post of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

"He wants the Abu Sayyaf problem eliminated before the end of his term," Visaya said in a phone
interview with interAksyon.com on Monday.

In the meantime, it would be up the Aquino administration to handie the problem —~ at least untit june 30,
when a new president would have to be sworn into office.

The ASG, considered by Canada and the United States as a terrorist group, kidnapped Ridsdel in August
2015 at a beach resort at the Garden City of Samal Island, along with fellow Canadian Robert Hal,
Norwegioan Kjartan Sekkingstad, and Ridsdel's Filipino girifriend, Marites Flor.

The group didn't specify who of the two foreigners it would behead.

The threat was contained in a new video posted in the internet on May 13. It was discovered on Sunday,
May 15, by the Site Intelligence Group.

In the video, Hall delivered a message: " appeal to my government and the Philippine government, as |
have appealed before, for heip.”

In Camp Aguinaido in Quezon City, Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, AFP spokesman, said intensified rescue
operations were ongoing.

As to the new video, he said: "We have not received it and we have not seen it... But all we can say is that
the operations have been going, they have not stopped, they have not ceased. We are still working to
rescue all kidnap victims and pressure the kidnap-for-ransom groups to release them.”
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Duterte’s security team to come from Davao

From MindaNews

At least 70 police and military personnel from Davao City are being groomed to become the security
escorts of presumptive president Rodrigo Duterte, city police office director Senior Supt. Vicente Danao

said.
Speaking in Monday's Kapehan sa Dabaw, Danao said that Duterte himseff wanted his security team to

be composed of personne! from Davao City.

The same officers from the Davao Region are already coordinating with the current presidential security
group for smooth transition and other trainings on VIP protection and SWAT skills,

The incoming presidency of Duterte is also going to bring about changes to the structure of the city police

office.
Duterte himseif wilt chose the incoming city police chief, and Danao’s recommendations will also serve as

input in coming up with the choice.
Senior Supt. Michael John Dubria, deputy for operations in PRO XI; Supt. Filmore Escobal, chief of
intelligence in PRO Xi; and Senior Supt. Darioc Gunabe, director Davao Del sur provincial police office

have been recommended by Danao.
Meanwhile, Duterte's spokesperson Peter Lavina dismissed criticisms that Duterte’s list of officials is being

monopolized by people from Davao.
Lavina said that they are continuing o receive applications and the six members of the transition team

was only initiai.

“We are listing more names to create subcommittees.” he said, adding they are trying to be as transparent
and as democratic and open as possible.

“The decision will be his (Duterte),” he said.

Applications, Lavina said, are being shortlisted and carefully evaluated.

In a press briefing at Matina Enclaves on Sunday, Duterte said he will not accept applications from people
that are coursed through senators, mayors, congressmen and their recommendations.

“All applicants of government positions must agree that their names will he published in newspapers,” he
said. “Endorsements from anybody—especially politicians—will be automatically deleted. I'll do investigation

if you're fit for the job."
Danao said that with Duterte’s proposal to double the salary of law enforcers, police will not have any

reason to slack off and pursue dubious acts.
“We should deliver services needed by community,” he said, citing that this can start by "disciplining

ourselves.”
Davao City, where Duterte is currently the mayor, is on heightened alert to ensure the presumptive

president’s security.

The city has 1350 personnel and 98 of them are commissioned officers. The number means a police-
people ratio of 1:1003.

Danao said the ideal ratio is one police officer per 500 people.

The city police office is in the process of recruiting new officers in time for the Duterte presidency.

Each personnel will be equipped with one short firearm and one radio.

Duterte said that three recommendations for Philippine National Police chief have already been made,

He said these are former city police chiefs who had worked closely with him and possess vision, integrity,
ability and willingness to sacrifice. Seniority and ioyalty also play a crucial role.

Duterte said Chief Supt. Ronald dela Rosa, Chief Supt. Rene Aspera and Chief Supt. Ramon Apolinario

are on the iist. &5
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Dela Rosa now serves as executive director of the PNP Human Resource and Doctrine Development. He
was city police director from 2012-2014.

Aspera, currently with the Anti-Kidnapping Group of the PNP, was city police director from 2010-2012.
Apolinario, regional police director of Region IV-B, was city police director from 2008-2010.
“They have sterling performance. They're good, honest, not corrupt and follow orders,” he said. “I'll leave

the three of them to talk [about who gets the position].”
Duterte added he will no longer allow licensing of heavy firearms. Those who already have licenses are

okay, he said.
He also vowed to bring back the death penalty. "I need it to combat and deter crime.”
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Duterte says communist leader Joma Sison welcome
home

Agence France-Presse

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPF} founder Jose Maria Sison and Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte.
FILE PHOTOS

DAVAQ, Philippines — The leader of the Philippines’ communist insurgency wiil be welcome to return
home after nearly three decades in exile and participate in peace talks, president-elect Rodrigo Duterte
has said.

Communist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Maria Sison wrote in a Facebook post last week he
hoped to come home following the landsiide May 9 eiection win of Duterte, with whom he has maintained
ties while living in the Netherlands.

In his first press conference since it became clear he had won the election, Duterte said late Sunday that
Sison's return to the Philippines wouid be important in helping to end the rebellion.

The irsurgency was one of Asia’s longest and has claimed an estimated 30,000 lives since the 1960s.
READ: Joma, Digong set meeting in Europe

“Yes, he is welcome. | am happy with the statement that he is coming home. | would very much want to
talk to him about resolving the insurgency problem,” Duterte told reporters in the southern city of Davao
where he has ruled as mayor for most of the past two decades.

Duterte also said communist figures would be considered for cabinet posts.

Sison, now 77, fled to Europe soon after peace talks failed in 1987.

The communists armed wing, the New People’s Army, is believed to have fewer than 4,000 soidiers, down
from a peak of 26,000 in the 1980s, according to the military, however it retains support among the deeply
poor in the rural Philippines.

READ: Duterte: I'm a socialist, not a communist; last card
Communists killed three soidiers in the central Philippines on Saturday, according to the military. in the

first outbreak of deadly violence between the two sides since Duterte’s election win.

Duterte is due to be sworn into office on June 30.
Incumbent President Benigno Aquino revived peace talks soon after taking office in 2010 but sheived

them in 2013, accusing the rebels of insincerity in efforts to achieve a political settlement.
The talks got bogged down after the communists demanded the release of scores of their jailed comrades

whom they described as “political prisoners,” which the Aquino government rejected.
Duterte, who was Sison’s student at a Manila university in the 1960s, said Sunday he was open to

releasing communist prisoners.
READ: Joma to ‘President Duterte’: Let’s talk peace (51
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Karapatan seeks military pullout
By: Jigger J. Jerusalem

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The human rights group Karapatan has expressed hope that presumptive
President-elect Rodrigo Duterte would act on the issue of peace and address the displacement of
thousands of peasants and indigenous people due to the ongoing conflict between govemment troops and

communist rebels in Mindanao.

Karapatan challenged Duterte to establish lasting peace in Mindanao starting with the abolition of Oplan
Bayanihan and similar counterinsurgency measures initiated by the national government.

The solution to this problem that Duterte will inherit from the previous presidencies now rests in his
hands, said Karapatan secretary general Cristina Palabay.

She said resolution of the decades-long conflict in Mindanao would depend on Duterte’s sincerity in living
up to his words, especially his promise to resume peace talks, Palabay said by phone over the weekend.
She said Duterte could take the long road to genuine peace by addressing the roots of the conflict over

the negotiating table.

The group said peasants and “lumad” had been calling for the immediate pullout of military troops from
their communities where the presence of soldiers had resulted in 318 killings and the forcible evacuation

of thousands during the Aquino administration.

Karapatan also urged Duterte to release 543 political prisoners jailed on supposed false criminal charges.
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Joma Sison pinasalamatan si Duterte, pero hindi

interesado sa posisyon
By Bombo Jovino R. Galang Jr

Pinasalamatan Communist Party of the Philippines founder Joma Sison si presumptive president Rodrigo
Duterte sa pag-alok niya ng government positions sa mga New Feople's Army (NPA).
Ayon kay Sison na isang magandang hakbang ang anunsyo ni Duterte para sila ay mapaiapit sa

gobyerno.
Nilinaw naman nito na hindi siya personal interesado sa anumang posisyon sa gobyerno at sa halip ay

magrerekomenda na lamang ito.
Magugunitang inalok ni Davao city mayor at president elect Duterte ng cabinet positions sa DAR, DENR,

DOLE at DSWD ang NPA. (Cnn)

DSWD, DAR, DOLE, DENR portfolio ibibigay ko sa NPA-NDF
- Duterte

By Bombo news team

Ibinunyag ngayon ni President-eiect Rodrigo Duterte na inaalok niya ang cabinet positions sa DAR DENR,
DOLE, at DSWD sa New People's Army (NPA).

Ginawa ni Duterte ang pahayag sa press conference sa Davao City, kasabay nang kanyang pag-anunsiyo
sa ilang cabinet members na magiging bahagi ng kanyang administrasyon.

Ayon sa incoming president, ang kondisyon niya sa grupo ng mga kumunista ay karapat dapat ang
humawak sa posisyon lalo na ang educational attainment kung nanaisin nitang sumali sa pamahalaan.

Kaya naman ang mga nabanggit na departamento ang kanyang iniaalok sa Communist party ay dahil sa
mapagbantay at masigasig sa nasabing aspeto ang naturang grupo.

"Those are the only departments that | can concede to them," ani Duterte.

Muling inulit ng mayor na nag-aalok din siya sa grupo ni Jose Maria Sison, founding chairman ng
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP)} na magkaroon hang usapang pangkapayaan at umanib sa

gobyerno.

Si Joma Sison ay dating propesor ni Duterte.

Ayon sa atkalde. kung tutuusin ay wala namang nagaganap na givera sa pagitan ng dalawang grupo

Si Sison, na naging social science at English professor, ay itinatag ang CPP noong December 26, 1968.

Ang CPP ay ang political arm ng communist group sa Pilipinas habang ang New People’s Army naman
ang military wing.

Unang tinaya ng mga otoridad na ang NPA ay meron na lamang 4,000 na miyembro mula sa peak nito na
umaabot sa 25,000 noong taong 1987.
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