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| AFTER a grue
VCitG_S v the : Comil )
 tions (Gomelec) yesterd

claimed the 12 winnets in the

. senatorial racé, including five

newcormers . who' “expressed
- openness to presumptive Presi-
i dent-elect Rodriga  Duterte’s

. plan for a shift to the federal

. form of government, but weré
- divided on his proposal for'the
return of the death-penalty. *
The newcomers were Sena-
tors-elect Joel Villanueva, Man-

1y Pacguiao, Risa ‘Hontiveros; -

Sherwin Gatchalian and - Leila
deldma. -+ 0 .o
After a nine-day count of the
votes by the Comelec serving as
the national board of can-
vassers, the five newbies were
"prociaimed Wwinners together

: Vicente Sotto HI. P

Miguel Zebiri. ..

- all but-Sotto and Lacson were

- present .at the proclamation.
Election lawyer Romulo Macal-
intal and former Comelec Chair
Sixto Brillantes Jr. accepted the
certificates of proclamation on
COMELEC/ Af

Winners of 59 seats
in party-list race
announced /A12

. From ﬁége_Al

_:me'mb'é famites#id
. friends for their proclamation. o
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behalf of Sotto and Lacsori, - -
© Macalintal said he had given

e wrong date for the procla
ation to-Sotto, who was out o

."Some people were seemingly

. disappointed when Pangilinan. .
~atid Recto-showed up without -

their celebrity wives, . -
Pangilinan explained to in-

quiring reporters that his wife,
" singer-actress ‘Sharon Cuneta,

was op a taping. “Somebody

- hag to earn while T ah here,” he
© saidinjest,

. There was no word from Rec-
to as to the whereabouts of his
wife, movie actress Vilma San-

" tos, who won her run for the

‘seat of the 6th district-of Batan-

_gas province in the House of
" Representatives. . :

~ Senator Pacquiao

But the crowd at the PICC
was buoyed when Pacquiao, the

world boxing champion turned’

politician, arrived with his wife,
Jinkee, and their two sons,
Michael and Jimwell.

Before the proclamation cer-
emony, people asked for selfies
with the new senator, while
Comelec employees were €on-
tent to get a few snapshots of
him from afar,

De Lima was a celebrity on
her own, drawing the loudest
cheers from the crowd, next to
Pacquiao, when she was offi-
cially named senator-elect.

The Comelec went ahead to
proclaim De Lima despite a pe-
tition by the 13th placer in the
senatorial race, former
Metropolitan Manila Develop-
ment Authority Chair Francis
Tolentino, to the Supreme

et ta otan e nell hada fram
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1 DRILON- | 18,807,391
2 VILLANUEVA = | 18,459,222
3 sOTTO - | 17,200,371
4 -LACSON. . .| 16,826,152
5 GORDON 16,719,322
6 ZUBIRI 16,119,165
7 PACQUIAD 16,050,546
3 PANGILINAN | 15,855,949
‘9 HONTIVEROS | 15,915,213
16 GATCHALIAN | 14,953,768
11 RECTO ° 14,271,868
12 DELIMA .+ | 14,144,070

proclaiming the last three win-
ning senators, claiming irregu-
larities in the vote count. -

De Lima beat Tolentino by
1.33 million votes. Tolentino
polled 12,811,098 votes.

in proclaiming De Lima, the

Comelec said the remaining

1,211 uncanvassed votes would
no longer materially affect the
ranking of those in the Top 12
slots, including De Lima.

In the final official tally of the
Comelec, Drilon garnered the
highest votes, 18,607,391, fol-

jowed closely by Villanueva,

with 18,459,222 votes, and Sot-

-to, with 17,200,371 votes.

Lacson captured the 4th spot
with 16,926,152 votes; Gordon
took the 5th place with
16,719,322 votes and Zubiri
the 6th place with 16,119,165
vOLes. :

The last half of the winning

pivrla wiare ramnnead of Par-
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quiao with 16,050,546 votes;

Pangilinan, 15,955,949; Hon-
tiveros, 15,915,213;

Gatchalian, 14,953,768; Recto,
14,271,868 and De Lzma
. 14, 144 070. .

‘de:cation

~ dren, sa;dwlnswﬁctory wis avi

 “cation of sorts for his “rough and R

“tumble” political career.

. interview with the INQUIRER. -
- Zubiri was proclaimed win-
- “ner in the senatorial election i in
© in 2007 but he resigned in 2011
. when it became clear that he
benefited from fraud. He ran
again for the Senate in 2013,

: but lost.

Zbiri said he was operito dis-
cussion on Duterte’s federalism

proposal, which he believed
would promote competency : and
efficiency in the country, but
might change his mind about his
original stand for the reinstate-

. ment of capital punishment.

© %] am open to the possibility

. of not allowing it if, and only i,

| We ¢an come up thh anational
penitentiary where there is full

 isolation of prisoners,” he said.

- Hontiveros, who vowed to
push for better healthcare for
higher compensation for baran-

" gay health workers, said the
eventual shift to a federal gov-

ernment was welcome, but she -

would fight against the reimpo-
sition of the death penalty.
“What the people can expect
from me as I work in the Senate
is to help make it stronger and
mdependem especially when
there is a need for a check and
balance in any overreach

. “Ifs - vindication bf sorts fbr_'? “eause death pﬁnalty 18 bi

: -'.thewarkI’ve done and noteally. ‘Réad Romans. 13,7"he said,
" because of anything to do with
- the past—with 2007 and 2013,
‘' It’s 4 viridication - that. people
' have seen the work I've done
' when I was there for four years.
" iri the Senate,” Zubiri said in an

whether on the part of the exec-
utive or any hranch of the gov-
ernment,” she said.

Death penaity

Pacquiao was reIuctant to

meﬂé‘é known his” position on

Stalism, but he minced no
ds iti voicing his assent to
the ; emstatement of t’he }aeath
pehalty. -
“I support death penalty as

long as our faws are inl arderbe-
icdl.

ferring. to Paul's epzsﬂe ons b-

.mxsslon tothe auth{}rmes

s ¥illanueva, the son: of evan-—

gehst Eddie Villanueva,. also

said he supported the relmposz—

tion of the death penalty.”

T am for the death penalty,
helieve it or not as Jong as our
justice systern works, which is
very crucial,” he said.

- Villantieva, who turned in a

‘strong showing in the senatorial

race, described his victory as a
vindication after being hound-
ed foryears by allegations link-

) mg him to the pork barrel scam.

De Lima said “her stand
against the return of capital
punishment would not change.

“His proposed shoot-to-kill
orders, 1 will definitely oppose
that,” De Lima said, referring to
Duterte’s plan for a law-and-or-
der crackdown. “That’s zllegal

“That's tinconstitiitional:.””

But like Recto and Gordon
De Lima said that she was open
to Duterte’s proposal for feder-
alism.

““Pm open to it, but I cannotre-
ally give my cornmitment until I
see the whole proposal,” she said.

Recto and Gordon said they
might support the restoration of
capital punishment, but only for
keinous crimes.

“I think it’s important that we
help the new administration,
the new President. Let’s be co-
operative as much as possible,
as much as we can,” Recro said.
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By Ben O de Vera

THE PHILIPPINES is a
star in a weak global
economy: Its economy

grew 6.9 percent in the

first quarter, making it
one of Asia’s best per-
formers, even outpac-
ing China for the first

time in 27 years,

In the same period last year,
the economy expanded 5.2 per-
cent. -

The growth, however, did not
help the Aquine administration
in the May 9 elections, as it§
presidential candidate lost by a
wide margin, an indication that
growth was not trickling down
to the poor, among other rea-
sons.

The Philippines outpaced the
growth posted by major Asian
economies, such as China’s 6.7
percent, Vietnam’s 5.5 percent,
Indomesia’s 4.9 percent and
Malaysia's 4.2 percent, accord-
ing to the National Economic
and Development Authority
{Neda).

Sustained robust domestic
demand coupled with ramped
up government spending for

public goods and services ahead”
PHECONOMY/AB -

_ of the elections pushed ‘ece”
- nomic growth to its fastest pace

in over ayeal:’
Services grew 7.9 percent

- and industry recorded its high-

est growth in five consecutive
quarters at 8.7 percent, Invest-
ments also boosted the econo-
my, “with fixed: capital posting

. 25.5 percent growth.

Agriculture contracts
The growth came despite a

rélatively weak exports and a

farm sector ravaged by the

worst El Nifio in 28 years. Agri-
“culture contracted 4.4 percent,

the fousth consecutlve quarter
‘of detline:

Wwith election spendmg ex-
pected to boost second-quarter
growth to over 7 percent, So-
rioeconomic Planning Secretary
Emmanuel E Esguerra on Thurs-
day said the economy was “on
track” to reach at least the lower
end of this year's gross domestic
product (GDP) growth target of
6.8t0 7.8 percent.

It puts the economic expan-
sion during outgoing President
Aquino’s six-year term at 6.2

" percent, the highest since 1978.

“We are pieased to be turning
over a strong and stable econo-
my to the next administration,”
he said at a news conference,

- referring to presumptive Presi-

dent-elect Rodrigo Duterte,
who takes office on June 30. .

Philippine Statistics Authori- -

ty data showed that the first-

4
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Singapore
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quarter growth figure matched
the 6.9 percent posted in the

- fourth quarter of 2014,

Impact of poll spending

Neda has yet to determine
the actual impact of poll-related
spending .on the first-quarter
economic output, but Esguerra
said previous elections showed
a 0.3 to G.4-percentage point
contribution to the GDP during
the election season.”

Other economic managers

“welcomed the news of the

strong economic expansion.

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Gov. Amando M. Tetangco Ji
said the first-guarter GDP
growth confirmed that policy
settings were appropriate right
now.

“We will, however, continue

to be mindful, amoné others, of
weather-related developments.

While El Nifio seems te be wind-

ing down, it could still have
residual effects on-the crop cy-
cle. In addition, we may see the
ohset of La Nifia by midyeaz,”
Tetangco said in & text meéssage
O reposters:

Budget Secretary . Florencio
B. Abad said he remained opti-
mistic that the economy will
continue to expand this year.

“The country has made un-
precedented growth in the past

five years and we primarily owe-

this to the principles of good
governance—upholding trans-
parency, eaccountability and
openness, especially in the
management of public funds,”

he said. .
Finance Secretary Cesar M

Purisima, for his part, said the
next administration would in-
hérit a rapidly growing, vibrant
Philippines cushioned by robust
foundations built over six years.

Much better place

Purisinia said the Aquino ad-
ministration was leaving the
Philippines in a much better
piace than when it first found it.

“No longer the sick man of
Asia, the Philippines emerges
more confident and more opti-
mistic than ever, demanding to
be governed by even higher
standards of governance than
before,” he said,

Esguerra said that while
strong econornic growth and in-
vestment inflows could be sus-
tained despite a change in ad-
ministration by midyear, re-




forms should be sustained and
plans fleshed out.

“What will happen in the sec-
ond half will depend on how in-
vestors will react to the policies
that ‘the incoming administra-

. ftion will be putting in place,”

said Esguerra, who is alsc direc-
tor general of Neda

E:ght-pomt agenda

- The Neda chief welcomed the .
Duterte administration’s eight-
point economic agenda, under-
. ‘which ‘the incoming leadership -
© plans to accelerate” infrastruc-
. ture spending, address land ad- -
ministration and management, -

artract more foreign direct in-
vestment flows, expand and im-
prove the conditional cash trans-
fer program, shore up govern-
ment revenue collection, make
tax administration more pro-
gressive, modernize the agricul-
ture sector, as well as strengthen
the basiceducation system:
" “I¥’s comforting that based on
what have been said so fa, the
business sector largely accepted
the agenda. But it’s still in very
general terms,” Esguerra said.
Neda, as part of the transition

committee- to ensure  smooth

transfer of power from the
Aguino to the Duterte adminis-
trations, will turn over to the in-

- coming leadership poliey rec-

ommendations, including
pending “imporcant” legislation
that should be passed to ensure
that the gains made thus far in

terms of economic reform could

not be reversed.

Part of the legislative agenda
are reforms to further reduce
the cost of doing business, bills
aimed at closing the infrastruc-
ture gap, enforcement of the re-
cently enacted competition law,
rationalization of investors’ fis-
cal perks alongside comprehen-
sive tax reform, and removal of

sthe quantitative resioration or
quota on rice 1mports '

Risks

Movmg forward Esguerra
noted risks to economic growth
for the test of the year. .

“In particular, the agriciilture
and fishery séctors will contin-
ue to reel from the lingering im-
pact of El Nifio though the tan-
sition to a normal weather con-
dition is already happening. We
should also start preparing for
the La Nifia, which now has a
75-percent probability of occur-
rence,” said the Neda chief.

~Agriculture -employs-27-per-
cent of the Philippine labor
- force, Farmers also comprise a
large chunk of the 26 percent of
Filipinos who live on $1.30'a
day or less.

Esguerra called for added
state spending to diversify
crops, boost community defens-
es against disasters that also in-
clude typhoons and floods, and
social protection, including
Crop insurance. ' '

He said strong domestic de-
mand would push growth in the
near term, offsetting the weak
global environment.  With re-
ports from AP and AFP
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| By Florante 5. Solmerin

1 THREE rebels and a soldzer
were the latest casualties in the
government’s anti-insurgency

-campaign against the govern-
. ment even as peace talks prepa-
“rations have already underway
between the camp of President-
elect Rodrigo Duterte and -
the Communist Party ofthe
Philippines-New People’s Army-
National Democratic-Front in
Davao Cz'ty

7 Accordmg to Captain Rhyan Batchar,
public affairs chief of the 10th Infan-
try Division, the casualties were from
a series of encounters Wednesday be-
tween soldiers of the 60th Infantry Bat-
talion NPA rebels in Sitio Booy, Baran-
gay Pinamuno, San Isidro, Davao del
Norte and in Sitio Tugpahan, Barangay
Imelda, Laak, Compostela Valley.

The first encounter in Booy at around
11:45 a.m. lasted for two hours. Two rebels
and a soldier were killed while two impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs), 200-meter
detonating cord, blasting caps, subversive
documents, a cellphone, and some personal
belongings were recovered.

The second clash in Tugpahan at around
2:50 pm. led to the recovery of three M16
rifles and another IED,

The third encounter at around 5:50 p.ra.
happened during clearing operations in
Booy. It led to the death of another rebel and -
recovery of an AK-47 rifle,

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Telno. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




killed in

THREE suspected New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels and a soldier
were killed during a series of
encounters in Davao del Norte
and Compostela Valley prov-
ince on Wednésday. »

Captain Rhyan Baichar, Phil:’

ippine Army's 10th Infantry Di-
vision (ID) Public Affairs Office
chief, said the first encounter
occurred in Sitio Booy, Baran-
gay Pinamuno in San lsidro,
Davao del Nerte.

He said elements of the Ar-
‘my's 60th Infantry Battalion
{6OIB) were conducting secd-
rity patrol in the area when
they engaged the guerrilias in
a firefight that 1asted for about
two hours where the rebels
retreated jeaving two of their

! falleh comrades.

Security forces recovered two

'3 Reds, soldier
clashes

unexploded Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IEDs), detonating
cord, blasting. caps, subversive
documents, and a cellular phone.
A soldier, whose identity was
withheld pending notification
of next of kin, died during the
encountet. - :
Later, ~another encounter
occurred in 8itio Tugpahan,
Barangay Imelda, in Laak town,
Compostela Veliey where the

rebels left three M-16 rifles and

another IED.
At abont 5:50 p.In, Batchat
said that whiie government

forces were’ scouring the-en-
counter site, another firefight

ensued resulting in the death
of another rebel. An AK-47
rifie was found during clearing

operations.
FERNAN MARASIGAN

[
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¥ MISAMIS ORIENTAL |
NPA owns up cult head’s slay

GINGDOG CITY—Communist New People’s Army (NPA) guetrillas on
Wadnesday owned up the killing of a retired poticernan-turned-redigious
group founder in Gingoog Eity. ' - '
Allan Juanito, spokesperson of the NPA'S north central Mindanao

command, sald Franclsco Baguiz was executed for “crimes against the

" people.” : . : ‘ )

- The rebels sald Baguiz had been involved in land grabbing and the
kiltings of several people, including Marc Anthony Bagaipo, former

coungilor. L
Baguiz, the NPA said, was also found tohave posed as & communist
guarrifia in robbery and extortion campaigns. The victim Is &lso behind
attacks on the NPA through the cult “Gintong Araw,” the NPA stalement said.
~ The statement was referring to Baguiz's religious group Apocalypse
International Ministry Inc., also known as Gintong Araw, hased in Sitia
Sipan In Barangay Malinao in Gingoog City. .
“The statement said rebeis tried to execute Baguiz on Dec. 18, 2005
but he susvived the attack. :
" Thé rebels said they would return to Baguiz's family his personal .
belongings and cash. : '
SPO4 Teddy Macarayo, of the Gingoog police, said Baguiz was
handcuffed and brought by the armed men to a secluded area, where he

was stabbed four times. He did not reach the hospital alive.
Jigger Jerusalem, Inguirer Mindanao
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ain in clashes

le’s Army rebels and a

Soldier, 3 rebels sl
DAVAOQ CITY ~ Three New Peop

soldier were Xilled in sepazate epncotmters in Davao
and Compostela Valley on Wedpesday-

The identity of the soldier was "g_fgfith_held pen

sion of his family members. S
. The soldier and two rebels died ina clash in Sitio Booy,

del Norte

ding notifica-
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soldier checks an

inflatable boat in

the Army Disaster”
Response Unit office.
at Camp Rigoberto -
_Atienza In Libis, Quezon
‘City yesterday. State
. weather experts warned
“thatthe Philippines

faces heavy rains due
“to-La Nifia -Mlcmza.'\\mams
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BTARLAC -
Luisita farmers hit AFP pick

A FEDERATIDN of farm workers on Wednesday asked presumptive
President-glect Rodrigoe Duterte to drop his plan to appoint Lt. Gen.
Ricardo Visaya as chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
~duetohis aEJeged role inthe se—called Hacter;cta Luzssta massacre in ~
2004, oo
The Unyon n' i a Manggagawa 5a Agnkultura (UMA) said Vlsaya
should instead be prosecuted for the death of
seven striking workers who were shot dead.
during a confrontation with policemen and
soldiers at the gates of Hacienda Luisita on Nov.
18, 2004, Pres&dentAqume a member of the
Cojuangce family that owns Hacienda Luisita,
was a congressman of Tarlac at the time.

The Office of the Dmbudsman had dismissed
two murder cases filed against Mr. Aquino and
Gen. Gregorio Catapang for the violence thai
attended the riot at Luisita. Gatapang was
. appomted AFP chief of staff by M. Aquino 10
years after the bloodshed.

.VISAYA e Reacting to the UMA claim, Visaya said he
Was not investigated or ordered to-submit a-
countera?ﬁdawt in connection with the deaths in Luisita.

At the time, Visaya was commanding the 69th Infantry Battalion,
which was not at the riot site because it was providing area segurity
away from Luisita. Visaya is the current Southem Luzon Command
chief.

Danilo Ramos UMA secretary general, described Visaya as a “right
hand man and protégé” of detained retired Maj. Gen. Jovito Paiparan.

Palparan is standlng trial for the kidnapping of two Ur; iversity of the
Philippines students ir Bulacan province. .

- Visaya said "lefnsts always try to discredit me.” .
Tonetfe Orefas, Inqumer Central Luzon

Page: A'/j
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Sulu bet says video
shows brazen cheating

' ZAMBOANGA CITY—A can;h-

date for Sulu govesnor has filed

~an electoral sabotage case against

the winner of the gubernatorial
race claiming that video footage
and other pieces ofev-
idence  show the
brazenness ~ with
which Fraud was com-
mitted . during the
May 9 elections in the
province,

© Temojen “Cocoy” Tulawie,
who lost to Abdusakur “Totoh”
Tar IT, son of Sulu patriarch Ab-
dusakur Tan, said massive
cheating and vote-buying were
documented in Timpook and
Taong in Talipao; Taglibi in
Patikul and Alat in Jolo town,

But the elder Tan said Tulaw-
ie’s accusation was just a form
of “sour graping.”

“T guess it is the same for oth-
er losers,” said the elder Tan.
“They readily say they were
cheated.” ’

“The problem with Cocoy is
he talks too much because he

wants public attention,” the el-
p 5 .

der Tan said.

“Let him bring his case to
court and we will face hlm
there,” he said.

Tulawie said his camp filed
the electoral sabotage case at
the Commission on Elections on
May 12.

He said his supporters were
able to obtain video footage that
showed Tan’s daughter, Shiela
Tan Hayudini, and her husband,
Ging Hayudini, storming several
precinets and ordefing voters to
leave the room.

“They then started shading
the ballots,” said Tulawie, de-
seribing the content of the video,

‘The Hayudini couple, Tu-
lawie said, gained access to

L OFFICE OF THE ARMY Ol Joning precincts with police

Army vuie

TTnING. ¥ote.

i q!pu:t: STtV i g..uur)f"

and military escorts.

Another footage, Tulawie said,
showed a suspected Tan support-
er walking to and from a voter's
chan* to the vote-counting ma-

. chine without the
board of election in-

‘I‘aiavme said vol-
~‘unteers who helped
in his campaignt got
money from Tan’s camp. They
kept the money and handed it

“over to the police as evidence. He

said the volunteers collected
about P100,000 in cash from the
Tan camp. .

Tulawie also alleged majority
of “teachers, who served -as
members of the BEI, were in
collusion with the Tans.

These BEI members, he said,
demanded P20,000 from every
candidate “and T was informed
that Tan paid.” -

Tulawie said Udtog Tago, Su-
lu election supervisor, should
also be made to explain why the

younger Ten was, proclaimed

governor when the number of
votes canvassed had not yet
reached $0 percent. '
He said failure of elections in
some areas in the province also
helped the younger Tan win.
Giocelito Jeyma, a lawyer for
Tulawie. said he contested the
proclamation of the younger
Tan by filing a petition on May
13, A case seeking to disqualify

- the younger Tan for electoral

sabotage has also been filed.
Tago said he was ready to an-
swer the accusations in court.
“We will answer his allega-
tions. His accusations against
political candidates will be an-
swered by those involved,” said
Tago. Julie Alipala and Dennis
Santos, Inquirer Mindanao
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Chinese jets intercept US
spy plane, says Pentagon

WASHINGTON—Two Chinese
fighter jets carried out an
“unsafe” intercept of a US mili-
tary reconnaissance aircraft
over the South ChinaSea, the
Pentagon said on Wednésday, a
further escalation of tensions in

The incident took place ip in-
ternational airspace on Tues-
day, with the two Chinese jets
coming within 15 meters of the
US maritime patrol aircraft as it
carried out “a routine US pa-
trol,” a Pentagon statement

and around the contested wa- said, . -
terway. . CjHINESEfA!OI .
Frompage Al Washington has accused Bei-

The inc’idéhf caﬁle a week af-
ter China scrambled fighter jets

as a US Navy ship sailed close to
‘g disputed reef in the Souith Chi-

na Sea. .

Another Chinese intercept took
place in 2014 when a Chinese
fighter pilot few acrobatic maneu-
vers around a US spy plane.

The initercept also comes
days before US President
Barack Obama travels to parts
of Asia from May 21 to 28,
which will include a Group of
Seven {G-7) summit in Japan
and his first trip to Vietnam.

Militarization

China claims most of the South
China Sea, through which §5 wil-
lion in shipborne trade passes
every year. The Philippines. Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Bruneij have overlapping claims in
the South China Sea.

" jing of militarizing the South Chi-

na Sea after creating artificial
islands while Beifing, in turn, has
criticized increased US npaval
‘patrols and exercises int Asia.

Washington, which has em-
barked on a foreign policy
“pivot” toward Asia, fears Bei-
jing is seeking to impose mili-
tary controls over the eatire
South China Sea.

Much to Beijing’s annovance,
the US military has conducted
several “freedom of navigation”
operations, in which planes or
ships pass within a 22-kilome-
ter buffer around the Chinese
artificial islands. ‘

Last menth, US Defense Sec-
retary Ashton B. Carter visited
an American aircraft carrier in
the South China Sea with his
Filipine counterpart, Defense
Secretary Voltaire Gazmiin, as
part of an effort to reassure the
Philippines that the United

£
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ites would use its military
wer to protect it.

That move angered China,
ich accused the United
es of using “Cold War” tac-
s to try to contain them.

Two weeks later, China de-
ned to allow the aircraft car-
7 Carter visited, the USS John
Stennis, to make a scheduled
rt call in Hong Kong.

yercive tactics .
n an annual report to
ngress, the Pentagon said last
ek Beumg had been using
ercive tactics” to assert its
ims in the South China Sea.
T'he latest intercept camé af-
the Pentagon and China had
rked to reduce the risk of
shaps “by improved dialogue
nultiple levels.”
“The Department of Defense is
iewing a May 17 intercept of a
maritime patrol reconnais-
wce afrcraft by two tactical air-

ft from the People’s Republic

“hina,” a Pentagon spokesper-
i, Maj. Jamie Davis, said in a
rement on Wednesday.
Initial reports characterized
incident as unsafe,” he
ied, without giving addition-
jetails.
fhe Chinese Embassy in
shington did not immediate-
espond to a request for comm-
nt. ‘
3ut the Chinese defense min-
y said in a statement faxed to
snce France-Presge (AFF) on
arsday that they “noted” re-
15 of the latest incident and

said it “is very likely linked to'the
extremely close surveillance of

* China by US military aircra

Signal of displeasure?

In 2015, the United States
and China announced agree-
ments ori a military hotlitie and
rules of behavior to govern air-
to-ait encounters called the
Code for Unplanned Encoun-
ters at Sea (CUES).

“This is exactly the type of
irresponsible and dangerous in-
tercepts that the air-to-air annex
to CUES is supposed to prevent,”
said Greg Poling, director of the
Asia Maritime Transparency Ini-
tiative at Washington’s Center
for Strategic and International
Studies think tank.

Poling said either some part of
China's Air Foree “hadn’t gotten

the message,” or it was meant as

a signal of displeasure with re-.

cent US freedom of navigation
actions in the Scuth China Sea.
“If the latter, it would be very
disappointing to find China sac-
rificing the CUES annex for po-

litical gamesmanship,” he said:
The Pentagon . last’ month -

called on China to reaffirm it hag
0o pians 1o deploy military air-
craft in the Spratly Islands after
China used a military plane to
evacuate sick workers from Kag-
itingan ~ Reef (international
name: Fiery Cross Reef}, where it
has built a 3,000-meter TUNWaY.
2001 encounter

In April 2001, an intercept of
a US EP-3 spy plane by & Chi-
nese fighter jet resulted in a col-
lision that killed the Chinese pi-

MARITIME POWERS
In this May 6, 2016,
photo, soldiers from
the Chinese Navy
watch as the USS Blue
Ridge arrives at a port
in Shanighai, Seeking to
calm escalating
tensions in the South
China Sea, top generals
from China and the
United States spoke by
phone last week, saying
they were ready to
work out an effective
mechanism to prevent
confrontation and
maintain stability
"in the region.

lot and forced the American
plane to make an emergency
fanding at a base on China’s
Hainan island.

The 24 US air crew members
were held for 11 days until
Washington apologized for the

--incident.

That encounter soured US-
‘Chinese relations in the early
days of President George W.
Bush’s first administration.

Both countries have traded
accusations and warnings over
such sutveillance flights in sub-
sequent years.
 Last month, the Pentagon

_-gaid that Russia had intercepted

a US Air Force aircraft over the
Baltic Sea in an “ansafe and un-
professional” way. Reports
from Reuters, AFP and New
York Times News Service
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PH-Russia deal
vs terror eyed

DAVAO CITY—"Presumptive President- -
elect Rodrigo Duterte has agreed to explore
the icea of a military cooperation with Rus-
gia with the growing threat of terrorism,”
Russian Ambassador to the Philippines Igor
Anatolyevich Khovaevsad. - -

Khovaev met Duterte here on Wednes-
day evening. _ :

The Russian ambassador said that he and
Duterte also agreed that there has to be
combined efforts against - terrorism. He
added that the Abu Sayyaf was one terror
group mentioned during themeeting.

" “The struggle against terror and threats
continues,” he told reporters after emerg-
ing from the meeting with Duterte. L

Tt of us should combine all our efforts, ” :
he added. ‘

Khovaev said aside from “possible shar-

" ing of experiences as well as information,”
he and Duterte also talked about the possi-
ble purchase by the Philippines-of Russian
military hardware. o v

Rut he admitted it was not discussed in
details.

Last year, Communications Secretary Her-
minio Coloma Jr. said Prime Minister Dmiery
Medvedev had been wanting to work closely

~ with the Philippine government for military
and defense cooperation similar to their ex-
isting agreements with adjacent states.

The Philippines also has an existing
agreement with Russia on the war against
flegal drugs.

Coloma said Russia also wants to intensi-
fy bilateral ties at diplomatic, business and
entrepreneurial fronts. Karlos Manlupig,
Inquirer Mindanao
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By Nikko Dizon -
THE MORO Islamic” Liberation Front
(MILF) yesterday . said  the proposed

unilaterally set aside by the government as
the incoming Duterte administration push-
“es for a federal system of government.
- #¢ will not happen,” MILE chief negotia-
tor Mohagher Igbal told the INQUIRER hy
phone, referring to the statement of newly
clected Davao del Norte Rep. Pantaleon Al-
varez that the peace process with the Moro
rebels would go back to square one.
“\e will continue to insist oL, the imple-
mentation of the peace process,” Igbal said.
Igbal said it was important to clarify if Al-
varer madéa “persomal - point of .view”
when he claimed that the peace talks with
the Moro rebels would be back to square
one under presumptive President-elect Ro-
drigo Duterte or if this was really the in-
corning administration’s poiicy.
Alvarez is poised to be the next Speaker
of the House of Represeniatives.
“wy first question s, is this an

Bangsamoro Basic Law {BBL} cannot be

official
-4

policy of the Duterte administration or his
personal peint of view because if it’s his
personal opinion, it won't hold any signifi-
cance,” igbal said.

He said the Philippine government and
the MILF signed in 2010 the Declaration of
Continuity for Peace Negotiation, which
cannot be abrogated.

Tronically, a day before Alvarez made the
announcement, the MILF published on its
website an appeal to the incoming adminis-
tration to honor the declaration.

In a statement on their official website,

 luwaran.com, the MILF said the essence of
the declaration is.that “where the parties -

stopped, as consequence of major obsta-
cles like all-out war or shortmess of time of
the administration in power like that of

President Fidel V. Ramos, they will contin-

ue and start from they stopped or forced to
dizcontinue.” . .. - 1
“Government cannot just set this aside. It
is an obligation by both parties because itwas
an agreement we both signed,” Ighal said.
Igbal reminded the incoming administra-
tion that negotiations between the MILF
and the government have been completed
and both parties have already signed the
Framework Agreement O the Bangsamoro
(FAB) and the Comprehensive Agreement
on the Bangsamoro (CAB). . .
 TheCABisthe essentially the peace agree-
ment between the governiment and tie MILE
The Moro National Liberadon Front
(MNLF) has also completed its tripartite re-
view of its peace accord with the government,
“There are no Iore negotations to speak of
but the peace process is ongoing,” Igbal said.
The 15th Congress was unable o pass
the proposed BBL, which would have creat-
ed a new Bangsamore autonomous region

‘as a compromise to the full independence

the MILF has fought for decades.

The Mamasapano debacle in January iast
year threw a monkey wrench on the other-
wise smooth sailing peace process between
the MILF and the Aquino administration,
with members of both houses of Congress
casting doubt on the sincerity of the Moro
rebels.

One of the leading dissenting voices 10
the proposed BBL is Sen. Alan Peter
Cayetano, running mate of Duterte.
Cavetano has been promised a Cabinet po-
sition in the Duterte administration foliow-
ing a yearlong ban for losing candidates to
beappointed in government POStSs. w5

Tt
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" By ROEL PARENO .
ZAMBOANGA CITY - A
lipino-Chinese business- -

marikidnapped by Abu
Sayyaf gunmen in March hac
been freed.

Ryan Nufieza Tan 21 was
released a few meters away
from Camp Cawa-Cawa
around 6 p.m. on Tuesday.
He was reunited with his
family in Lapuyan, Zambo-
anga del Sur on Wednesday
night. '

Word about Tan’s release
came-out only yesterday

- as his-family requested for
privacy, citing the safety of
his 70-year-old grandfather.
Arntonio Tar was separated
from his grandson while in
captivity.

The Tans were seized in
Purok San Francisco, Baran-
gay Maruing in Lapuyan,
Zamboanga del Sur.

They were among six
Filipinos held by Abu Sayyaf
bandits in the jungles of Sulu
along with Canadian Robert
Hall and Norwegian Kjar-
tan Sekkingstad, who were
taken from a resort on Samal
Island, a Dutch birdwatcher
and four Malaysians.

Canadian John Rids-
del-who was seized along
with Hall, Sekkingstad and
Filipina Marites Flor — was
beheaded on April 27 af-
ter the deadline set for the
payment of a P300-million
ransom lapsed.

The kidnappers threatened
to behead another Samal hos-

o — tage if their ransom demand
Fppoer mE TaE LENY DT BUELT LFTLE s notmet. i .
R - With Jaime Laude-__- "7 % 275
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Think twice before

~dealing with CPP

. ByCHRISTINAMENDEZ '

" Outgoing Sen. Juian Ponce Enrile sdivised yesterday incoming
president Rodrigo Duterte to think'twice before striking a deai -

with the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). -

- “Théy have to act with caution,” the 92-year-old Entile said -
when asked to comment on Duterte’s dealing with exiled CPP - -

touander Jose Marfa Sison after the party was offered four Cabinet -

posts under the incoming administration. .7

The deferise minister during mattial law ci‘céd'_gfa{fé éeéurity }

implications in case Duterte pursues his plans to allow com-

munist leaders to occupy key government posts without going

through the legal process. .l -
"], they better study it very well,” hesaid. . . :-

*There are security implications there, T am sure the incoming
resident is aware of the problem of a coalition with the Left.

There dre many examples of this like what
the coalition between the Mensheviks and”
the Bolsheviks.” -~ . .0 .

- Brrilesaid it is up to the Duterte ad--
ministration to draft a peace agreement or
to give amnesty to members and officers
of the CPP and the New People’s Army,

“Tt depends upon the policy,” he said.
#That is part of his political decision. Tam
not in a position to advise him. He has
‘good advisers at this:point. All I can say
is, the government must actwith caution.”

Enrile reserved his comment on the
compasition of the upcoming administra-
tion, expressing belief that Duterte knows
-what he is doing. '

He ook note of the impending appoint-
ment of lawyer Vitaliano Aguirre to the
justice portfolio. He said that Aguirre 18
a good lawyer.

As for incoming House speaker Panta-
leon Alvarez, Enrile said he also knows
him, butthen, they were on opposite sides
in the past administrations.

Entile said Duterte should be given the
chance to prove himself to the Filipino
people on his plan to have curfews for
minors and a liquor ban nationwide.

#1 am not familiar with the law,” he
said. “But they should do something to
legalize that power.” .. . .-

happened in Russiz,

. A NP SPE

"~ Enrile to Rody:

“On Duterte’s call to stop crini€s; among
other policies, Enrile warned: “When you
curtail liberties, you have to be careful.”

Sen. Sergio Osmefia I also shared the
view that Duterte should be given the
prerogative to choose the members of his
Cabinet. ‘

] have no problem with that,” he
eaid. “But of course, it depends on the in-
dividual and (the appointees) will have to
undergo (scrutiny) of the Commission on
Apﬁointmems. So fleaveit to the wisdom
of the CA.” Osmefia spoke on the sidelines
of the Senate inquiry into the $81-million
cyber heist from the Bangladesh Central

. Bank,

Former president anid now Manila

Mayor Joseph Estrada said New People’s

Army (NPA) members should renounce
their allegiance to communism before
joining the government.

“There is no problem with that” he
said. “For as long as they will renounce
their affiliation with the communists, why
not?” - With Jose Rodel Clapano
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‘The United States has wel-
comed incoming president
Rodrigo Duterte’s readiness to
hold bilateral tatks with China
to resolve disputes. '

.. Assistant Secretary of State:

for East Asian and Pacific Af-

fairs Daniel Russel said the US'

encouraged and welcomed .

dialogue among claimants in
disputed waters. -
© #54 in that respeg:’t; the

filed by Manila for the defini-
tion of its maritime entitle-
ments in the West Philippine
Sea under the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea.
Duterte has said he would
setile maritime rows through
multilateral talks that would
include allies like the United
States, Japan and Australia as
well as other claimant nations.
But if efforts stail, he told

terte

statement of the presump-
tive president-elect of the
Philippines is consistent with
the important prospect for
diplomatic engagement and
the peaceful resolution of dif-
ferences among the countries
in -Southeast Asia through
dialogue,” Russel told a press
briefing on Wednesday in
_Washington on US President

Barack Obama’s upcoming

" Obama in a phone conversa-
tion that he was willing to
engage China bilaterally. ‘

Obama had called Duterte
to congratulate the incoming
resident on his victory and
the Philippines for the success-
ful conduct of the elections.
Daniel Kritenbrink, senior di-
rector for Asian Affairs, National
Security Coungil, said Obama’s
visit to Japan and Vietnam rein-

trip to Vietnam and Japan.
“But it in no way contradicts
or undermines the legitimacy
of any country availing them-
selves of appropriate legal
mechanisms as well, a right
that all 170 ASEAN countries
Have repeatedly reaffitmed,”
he stressed. . T
The United Nations arbitral
tribunal in The Hague is ex-
pected to rule soon on the case

forces the latter’s commitment to
the rebalarnce o Asia.

The trip will be Obama’s
10th to the region as presi-
dent. Washington said the
trip builds upon an already
extensive record this year-of
engagement with the region,.
including the historic Sun-
nylands summit with ASEAN
leaders in February. '

- Pia Lee-Brago




- o - T g — =z oL T s © . . LE -
Cc o E Lo Vo U Y !

S
Frak

PN

Prearm sy
&

; HONG KONG/ WASH-
INGTON - Two Chinese fight--
erjets carried out an * unsafe”.
intercept of a VS military.

reconnaissance aircraft ov
the South China Sea, the Pa

tagon said on Wednesday, a

" ferther escalation’ of tensions
waterway. e

aircraft carried out “aroutine

US patrol,” a Pentagon _sta_té—_-'.

ment said, - R
;" The incident comes a week

after China scrambled fighter’
jets as a,US Navy ship sailed
- ‘Close to a disputed reef in the -

South China Sea. oy
- Another Chinese intercept
took place in 2014 when a Chi-
nese fighter pilot flew acrobatic
maneuvers around a US spy
plane.

" The intercept is also days

il

imAsas

before US President Barack
“Obamia fravels to parts of Asia
fromi May 21-28, which will
include a Group of Seven sum-

nit in Japan and his first trip
o Vietnam, T

Y _ i - “trade passes every year, The”
The incident took place in . Philippines, Vietnam, Malay- -
international airspace on Tues- .

day as the US maritime patrol”
. Washington has

“sia;, Taiwan and Brunei have

overlapping claims.. - _
_ 1as accused
Beifing of militarizing the

i turn, has criticized increased
US naval patrols and exercises
'The Pentagon statement
said the Department of De-
fense was addressing the issue
through military and diplo-
matic channels.
Chinese authorities have
yet to comment in detail but a

o
i

Chinese jets intercept U

- The
" {abloid published by the Com:
" 70 thunist Party’s official Prople’
* China claims most of the “Datly newspaper, said reports
South China Sea, through . _ '
ehich §5 trillion in ship-borne _plane was operating near China.
' - P"IMe Pentagon has yet to
‘release the precise location of

B
i)

fim
th

copt O miltary
disputed séa

réport in ’_ciié..Globt;l Times said

" the Defense Ministry was look-
ing IntoTeports.: v

paper, an mfluen‘aal

showed 1t was likely that 2 US

the encountet.:

of displeasure? =

‘Sourfh China Sea after creating ' In 2015, the United States

" artificial istands while Beijing, ‘and China announced agree-

“ments on a military hotline.
‘and rules of behavior to govern
air-to-airencounters called the
‘Code for Unplanned Encoun-

tersat Sea (CURS) 7 0
“This is exactly the type of
irresponsible and dangerous
intercepts that the air-to-air
annex to CUES is supposed
to prevent,” said Greg Poling,

- - ~ e LR - -, Lot %
P - i T Do -




. director of the Asia Mari~
time Transparency Initiative .
at Washington's Center for.

Strategic and International
Stidies think tank. - )

. “Poling said either some pe&t .
. -of China's airforce “hadn’t’ 1 _
" kriowh, regional military atta=:

. gotten the message,” or it was = Know ona
chés and experts say thesouth- "

© meatit as a signai of displea-: juith-

~ern Chinese coast is a military. - pilo
~“area of increasing sensitivity - plane
for Befjing. o -1 landir

- “sure with recent USfreedomof

 navigation actionsin the Soath-

i I the datter, it would
~very disappointing to find Chi-

" nasacrificing the CUES annex-

! for political gamesmanship.” -
Zhang Bachui, a security ex-

pert at Hong Kong's Lingnan’’

University, said he believed the

encounter highlighted the limi-

tation of CUES, and showed
that Chinese pilots would still
fly close to US surveillance
planes if needed. - N

“Frarkly, we're always go-
ing to see these kinds of in-
cidents as China will always

'Hainan aré home to an
panding fleetof ruuclear-armed
‘submarines and abig target for

put the priority on national

- security over something like

CUES whenever it feels its in- .
terests are directly threatened,”
hesaid, R A
" While the precise location
‘of the encounter is not yet

ongoing Western surveillance
operations, " e
-~ The Guangdong coast is

also believed to be home tfo.
‘some of China’s most ad- g
" Last month, the Pentagon
said that Russia had intercept-

vanced missiles, including the
DE-21D anti-ship weapon. =
The Pentagon last month

..called on China to reaffirm it

has no plans to depioy military
aircraft in the Spratly Islands

after China used a military
plane to evacuate sick work-
‘ers from Kagitingan (Fiery
‘Cross) Réef, where it has built

“a 3,000-meter runway. = i

 In Aptil 2001, an initercept
" of aUSspy plane by a Chinese

'_ﬁghtei jet resulted in a colli-
thet

were Teld for, 11 days until:

- Waghington apologized for:

the incident. That encotunter

. souted US-Chinese relations iri
the eatly.days of US President.

George . Bush’s firs

e < dmini-.
igtration -7 e

ed.a USAir Force aircraft over

the Baitic Seain an “unsafe and

unprofessional” way.
' ~ Reuters
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PNP, AKP step up drive vs
NPAs, other lawless groups

'BUTUAN CITY - The Philippine Na-

txoraal Police (PNP) and Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) yesterday di-
rected all field unit commanders to step
up operatmns against armed lawless
group {ALG) in their respectlve areas
of responsibility. :

The command group of the North

! eastern Mindanao Police Regional
| Office 13 (PRO 13} and ils military
counterpart, the Northeastern and
Northern Mindanao Army’s Fourth
Infantry (Diamond) Division (4th ID)
also directed its field unit command-
ers to sustain pairols and avert any
terroristic activities carried out by the
New People’s Army (NPA), armed wing
of the Communist Party of the thhp-
‘pines (CPP).

“Our main task in protectmg the
people did not stop even after election
and we are duty - bound to thwart any
terror group plans,” said a police officer
who requested anonymity as he is not
authorized to issue any stafement fo
media

Davao Norte ComVal clashes .
~ The directive came in the wake of a
series of skirmishes between govern-
ment forces and New People’s Army
(NPA) rebels last Wednesday which
resulted in the killing of fouir persons,

the 10th Infantry (Agila) Division of the
" Philippine Army reported.

Captain Rhyan Batchar, chief
information officer of 10th ID said
three rebels and an Army trooper
belonging to 60th Infaniry Battalion
were killed during a series of armed
encounters in Sitio Booy, Barangay
Pinamuno, San Isidro town in Davaeo
del Norte and in Sitio Tugpahan,
Barangaylmelda Laak, Composteia
Val]ey provmce

Peace talks backed

Meanwhile, majority of the field unit
eommanders of the AFE, when reached
by phone by the Manila Bulletin yester-
day said they are in favor of the resump-
tion of stalled peace talks between the
government and CPP-NPA; butinsisted
that the NPAs must first lay down their
firéarms.

In a related development a certain
‘Ka Alan Juanito’, who claimed to be the
spokesperson of the NPA's Julifo Tiro
Command claimed responsibility for
the execution of a former police officer
in Gingoog City last Monday.

The supposed NPA spokesperson
said former Senior Police Officer 4
Francisco R. Baguiz was executed for

" his alleged involvement in the killings

of some tribal leaders and other alleged
criminal a and ‘anti-revolutionary’ ac-
tivities in the highland communities in
Gingoog City. '
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Duterte meets top

communist

PRESIDENT-BLECT Rodrigo

Duterte has met with 2 genior  gu

communist guerrilla Jeader, the

1wo dides said Thursday: raising’
hopes of ending one of Asia’s -
Jongest armed insurgencies.

~ Rebel negotiator Fidel Agcaotii

said he talked to Duterte about

bent president ended them.

" am optimistic that the talks
will be resumed. Our meeting was
positive,” Ageaoili said, but did not
specifyifa simetable for the resumip-
tion of the talks had been set.

Running for almost half a cen-
firy, the communist INSUIEENCY
has claimed 30,000 lives, accord-
ing to military estimates.

President Benigno Aquino 3rd
revived talks soon after taking
office in 2010 but shelved them
in 2013, accusing the rebels of
insincerity in efforts 10 achieve 4
potitical settlernent. '

‘A spokesman for Diterte con®
firmed the meeting had taken
place on Tuesday. '

Duterte has vowed to seek a
political settlement 10 the conflict.

He has offered fout cabinet
posts to the insurgents and ex-

pﬁesseﬁ willingness to free ailing
errillas from prison.

Netherlands-based Agcaoili said
he was h0peful about Duteljte’s

commitment.

““He has political will" he said

- of the president-glect. *Duterte is

not like (President Aquino) who

how to immediately resume peace- yeas fond of delags”
talks, three years after the incams’,
. government ernissaries will travel

He said Duterte told him that

to the Netherlands to meet with
the group and prepaie documents
needed for the formal negotiations
and that he pledged to grant an-
nesty 10 political prisoners.

But Duterte’s designated nego-
dator, Silvestre Belio, said such

a move would require congres-

sional approval.

"¢ said he is considering study-
ing the possibility ofrecornmending
to Congress the passage of the genr-
eral ammnesty iaw," Bello sald. ‘

»] am very confident peace ne-
gotiations will resume.”

The communists amed wing, the
New People’s Army, s believed to
have fewer than 4,000 soldiers, down:
from a peak of 26,000 in the 1980s,
according to the military, however
it retains support among the deeply
poorinthe rural Philippines.  AFP
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By Delfin T, Mallari Ir.
Inquirer Southern Luzon

LUCENA CITY—Presumptive President.
elect Rodrigo Duterte should watch out for
coup d'etat and assassination plots by dis-

- gruntled military officers supposedly sup-

ported by Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV accord-

ing tc Communist Party of the Phlhppmes

founder Jose Maria Sison.

“The Trillanes gang has declared war on
Duterte. Upon assumption of office as Pres-
ident and Commander in Chief, [Duterte]
has to deliver decisive blows on this tiny
gang,” Sison said in an online interview on
Thursday, :

On the eve of the national elecnons a
13-minute video was uploaded on YouTube
by a group called the Network of Officérs to
Defend the Republic. Trillanes, a former
Navy officer, earlier confirmed it was pro-
duced by military officers and soldiers who
did not approve of Duterte’s alliance w1th

communist rebels.
*Only stupid poht;cai prostitutes and

pathological anticommunists iike Tril-
fanes cannot understand Duterte as a
smart representative of his government,”
Sison said. .

Duterte has said he would consider a
general amnesty for political prisoners,
which Sison described as a “high-minded,

© generous and excellent initiative,”

. Sison said Duterte’s statement meant the
mcommg Philippine leader was willing to
inspire the achievement of a just and last-
ing peace.

Duterte’s praposed generai amnesty was
based on “sound precedents” of the
amnesty proclamations by former Presi-
dents Corazon Aquinc in 1986 and Fidel
Ramos in 1992, Sison said, -

He said the Fxhpmo people and the ma-
jority of government officials, busmessmen
and mllltary and police ofﬁcers were inter-
ested in the resumption of peace talks be-
tween the Duterte administration and the
National Democratic Front of the Philip-

pines (NDFP),
Sison said the NDFP would consult with

the special envoy of the Norwegian govern-
ment for advice and assistance o ceasefire
monitoring and the formation of reciprocal
ceasefire committees and lizison officers.

The Norwegian government is brokering
the peace negotiations between the Philip-
pine government and the NDFR

-
!
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farmers sought to add its
sal,;in the words of pre-

feiy heard of under: .
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sumptive President-elect Rodrigo Duterte,
to “concede” the agrarian reform program
to the Left. .

This early, however, the group Pam-
bansang Katipunan ng mga Magbubukid
(PKM), one of the organizations under the

key to industrialization

~ Agtalon,

Page: ff/é{

umbrella 6f the National Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDF), said the Left’s de-
mand for genuine agrarian reform could be
met only through the success of peace ne-
gotiations between the incoming adminis-
tration of Duterte and the leftist rebel
movement. e o

In a  statement, . Andres . Agtalon,
spokesperson of PKM, said while the group
supported the resumption of peace talks
under a Duterte administration; the Left al-
ready had a model for agrarian reform—its
OWIL .

" “The NDE said Agtalon, was already car-
rying out a “revolutionary agrarian pro-
gram” in guerrilla bases and tetritory.

The program, he said, went on while the
government’s “failed agrarian reform pro-
gram” led to “widespread land: grabbing
and dispiacement of farmets.” _

A genuine agrarian reform program, said
had twé key charactesis-
tics—breaking up “land monopolies” and
“free distribution of land.”

- The -NDE -the: PKM spokesperson said,

- had alveady outlined an agrarian reform

program that would lead to rural develop-
ment and was supported by “adequate and
affordable irrigation systems, farm-to-mar-
ket roads, more farm technicians, post-har-

vest facilities, marketing agencies and re-

search-and development.” )
_The NDF idea.of agrarian reform, he
said, would lead to rural industries spurred

by agricuituré'l';néd.er'nization and food

processing. ] )
The objective, said Agtalon, was for rural
development to be a key ingredient of “na-
tionial industrialization and progress.”
For a start, according to a left-wing mili-

tant group of farmers, Duterte shouid certi-

fy as urgent the pending Genuine Agrarian
Reform Bill in Congress.

Antonio Flores, secretary general of
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, said
the Department of Agrarian Reform,
which Duterte bffered to concede to the
Left, would no longer have a mandate to
carryout agrarian reform because the law
that allowed it to do so, the Comprehen-
sive Agrarian Reform Program with Re-
forms , had expired on June 30, 2014, ex-
cept for its provision on land distribu-

: tion.
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Reds drawing up list of Cabinet nommees

5y }eof!rey Maltem i
nqulrer Mmdancto

uomBATO C{TY The Com-_i"

st Party of the Phlhpplnes

‘CPPY is prepaumg a list of its’

iominees for major posts in the
ncoming administration of pre-
umptive Premdent»elect Rodn-
o Duterte;

Duterte announced on Mon-
iay that he was offering com-
nunist leaders positions in the

: Deyartment of Agrarlan Reform .’
' (DAR), Department of Labor

" and Employment (DOLE), De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resourcés (DENR) and
‘Department .of ‘Social Welf’are

and Developmemt (DSWD), -
- “We have accepted the offer

said Luis Jalandoni, peace ne-

gotiator for the National Demo-
cratic Front of the Philippines

(NDFP), in a radio interview on -

Wednesday:

Jalandom said the CPP' and

about Duterte's statements.
“ It shows his trust and confi-
dence in the' Communist Party

" of the Philippines, the New Peo-
" ple’s . Army and the National
.- Democratic Froat,”

Jalandoni

added.
He said that after hearmg

" about Duterte’s statements, the

CPP and the NDFP imi’nediately
started preparing a list of nomi-

‘the NDFP were very happy
- pare the list of qualified, com-

nees to the positions.
“So we are starting fo prev

petent, dédicated personnel in
the legal democratic move-
ment who could £l thesé i im-
portant posts that are being of-

fered by Duterte,” Jaland; ni
said.

Jalandoni sa1d Dutertes ges-
ture was important and would
help in achieving peace a.nd na-
tonal unity.

—
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s should resume

‘NDF peace talk

without pre-conditions’

. DAVAO CITY - Incomting
government negotiator with
communist rebels Silvestre
Bello believes that peace tatks
‘with the National Democratic
Front should resume without
pre-conditions.

In an interview yesterday,
Bello said peace tatks should
resume and then the issue of
ceasefire oz the release of some
rebel consultants could be the
product of negotiations.

Setting pre-conditions
would violate The Hague Joint -
Declaration, an existing agrae-
ment between the government
and the NDF Bello said.

NDF negotiator Fidel Ag-
caoili said rebels serving as
peace consultants should be
freed because it is a govern~
ment obligation under the
Joint Agreement on Safety and
Immunity Guarantees signed
in1995. -

“It seems that president
Duterte does not have any
problem with the release of
political prisoners, a majority
of whom were detained under
{President) Aquino,” he said.

Bello said he has relayed to
Agraoili his position that the
release of prisoners should be
an offshoot of negotiations.

However, the government

- panel rejected the demand as

their identities could not be
validated, especially those us-
ing aliases.

Communist rebels have
been waging an armed strug-
gle against the government
since the late 1960s.

The insurgency, the longest-
running in the region, has
claimed more than 40,000 fives.

Meanwhile, Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas secretary
general Antonio Flores expects
more than 300 “peasant po-
litical prisoners” to be released
under the incoming Duterte

administration. o

“The resumption of peac
talks will pave the way for the
release of all political prison-
ers, now reaching more than
500, detained at various jails
in the country,” he said.

Flores is optimistic of the in-
tention of incoming president
Rodrigo Duterte to seriously
continue the peace process by
taking significant steps that in-
clude the release of all political
prisoners.

“Many political prison-
ers who are detained since
the Arroyo administration
are peace consultants, activ-

“T am very confident that
the peace negotiation will
resume,” he said. “I madeé it
very clear to him that if we

- resume, it should be without

precondition.”

. Negotiations between the
government and the NDF hit a
snag after the two sides failed
to reach a consensus on jailed
rebel leaders.

The NDF had demanded
the release of rebels charged
with criminal cases, They
are working as peace consul-
tants and should therefore

- be immune from arrest, they

claimed.

ists, farmers and leaders and
‘members of mass organiza-
tions,” he said. '

“Peace talks between the
National Democratic Front
and the government of the
Republic of the Philippines
were stalled in 2011 when the
Aquino government deliber-
ately refused to free political
prisoners and implement pre-
vious agreements, including
The Hague Declaration and the
Comprehensive Agreement on
Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian
Law.” — Alexis Romero, Ding
Cervantes
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Populism

THE COMING presidency of Rodrigo Duterte is taking more
twists and turns than many expected, setting off roller-coast-
er emotions among both supporters and critics,

Human rights defenders protested when Duterte said he
would restore the death penalty, with a graphic description of
how hanging would be used. But the double-dead threatghave
come with promises to release all political prisoners, which
elates many humap
rights groups.

Conversely, - the
promise to release
: political - detainees
and offers of Cabinet
positions to the Com-
munist Party of the
Philippines = {CPP}, .
have disrmayed mote conservative Duterte supporters who €x-
pected a tough law-and-order stance, with activists, the Mation-
al Democratic Front (NDF), and the CPP mcluded as targets.

Amid all this, a book review in the British newspaper The
Guardian caughtmy eye and sentme into Amazorn, only to find
that the book wan't be availabie until June 1 {at a hefty $61).
Nevertheless, the review provided enough information for me
to think harder about Duterte, and populism in the Philippines.

The book iz Benjamin Moffitt’s «The Global Rise of Pop-
ulism,” which is the result of his doctoral research at the Uni-
versity of Sydney. Moffitt's interest in populism came ot of

~ hisnative Australia, where he grew up during the.era of pop-
ulist politician Pauline Hanson, whose racist views he found
“abhorrent.” But, precisely because such “abhorrent” ideas
seemed to have a wide following, he was intrigued enough
to go into a globai review of populism. ~~ -~

The book will probably be a best-seller considering how,
in -recent years, populist politicians have gained power
worldwide. Moffitt is probably following: the news now

- about Duterte and, halfway across the world, Danaid Trump,

" the presumptive (Why doss it sound like “presumptuous” to

me?) Republican nominee in the current US electoral circus.
Flexibility :

Moffitt’s book is anchored on: an important characteristic of
pepulist politicians: They are not bound by a consistent idecl-
ogy. It is flexibility that becomes a populist’s greatest asset.
We're certainly seeing that in Duterte who, while declaring
himself a socialist, is not with any political party. Certainly not
with the CPE despite some of the almost funmy speculation in
social media. (In one online fire fight, someone said Duterte
was “UP Diliman KM,” drawing reactions from others who
clarified, correctly, that he is from Lyceum, where he onée had
CPP founder Jose Ma. Sison as & reacher) , '

Populist leaders, Moffitt suggests, are performers. One
could argue that all polities is grand theater, and that politi-
cians are actors (and in the Philippines, actors are politicians).
But for Moffitt, populist leaders are far more intentionally per-
formative, and, from excerpts of his hook, I'd sugges: populist
leaders even set up their own stage, SCENes and props.

Michael L. Ta

Insteadlof abstract ideological issues, populistsiatch on'to
and amplify people’s main anxieties, making people ‘feel,
Moffitt says, that “we’re on the precipice of failure at all
times.” In Duterte’s case, this was zeroing in on street and
aeighborhood crime. Everyone could relate to that: the up-
per class feeling besieged by “squatters” all arcind’ and

‘putting up walls that would shame Jericho, completé'with .
barbed wire charged with electricity; the middle -class-in

. _mortal fear of being robbed in broad daylight while in a-jeep,
. "taxi or bus; the urban poor who know that their nefghhor
- 'sells shabit o, worse, operates a drug den for dsers. .~

) e .

- Enter the populist politician with promises of, and Hére Tm
quoting a passage that resonates for all of us: “strong, swift'sim-
p_hstlc_'aqnon that sweeps aside the cautious deliberations and
negotiations that ncrmgtl}y characterize liberal democracy”
R _ Political incorrectness -t ; R

Moffitt says. that “bad méanners,” including political, incor-
rectness, are also important for:populists. In bothi' thé United

 States and the Philippines, these “bad mariners” were predict-

ed, over and over again, as possibly leading to.the downifallof .

' the populist politician. But Moffitt says that on the contrazy, bad

manners are essential to the populist style, especially when
coming from a Jess privileged class (Dutérte’s parents were
middie-class) and up against politiciansfrom the elite’__[iﬁ our

. case, Mar Roxas especially; and the ruling Liberal Party).

Moffitt observes that the bad manners will include sexudl
bragging, and cites Ecuadorian President Abdala Bucaram
boasting of his “big balls” and Trump of the size of his hands.
Duterte is mild compared to those two when it comes to brag-
ging about personal assets, but he exceeded them with his joke
about the Australian misstonary raped and killed in prison.' o
- Because politics and media are now so intertwined, Moffitt
wites, populism becomes more tempting for even mainstream
politicians, Again we see that in-the Philippines, with social me-
gila- in particalar becoming so important in shaping a polidician’s
image. Gone are the days of thetorical promises; now politicians -
have to brand themselves, anid where they usad to fear contro-
versies, they now know scandals can add to thefr popularity.

Staying in power - P

After I put down the book review, I thought: Winning an
e}em‘:lon‘:'s always the easy part with populist politicians, but
staying in power and being able to effectively govern are far
more difficult., :

Staying in power will reguire even more of that populism,
but now in the face of realpolitik, Duterte will have to play
according to the rules of the game, including a coalition gov-
ernment to win over the elite, and restrain to some extent
the restlessness of the masses. He will need the cooperation
of the military and the police, as well as of the CPP/NDF
which does have a large organized following among work-
ers, peasants and students. : '

I see parallels with the Cory Aquino presidency, which
started out as a rainbow coalition that included the Left. The
response came swiftly: military coup attempts and assassi-
nations of Left (and I mean here CPP/NDIaffiliated) lead-
ers. The Left is wiser now, and warier.
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I do. think that populist leaders have more than political
powet in mind. They tend to be people who believe they can
bring about radical change, with opular support.

The bottom Jine, too, beyond the theatrical performances,
is that the Duterte victory came largely because of the people’s
disillusionment with elite politics. This time around, it was be-
ing fed up with not just empty promises but with outright in-

competence that hasled to daily trials and tribulations for Fil-
ipinos across classes. Besides the feeling -of a state of siege

from criminality, there are the drought-stricken farmers met

- with bullets when they raltied for help; indigenous peoples’

homes and schools burned down so that they have to leave
their ancestral lands; and urbanites packed fike cattle in dete-
riorating LRT and MRT trains. Even mermbers of the upper
class had their complaint, such as not getting their car plates
or driver’s licenses on time. Also, most of the time government
inefficiency was wrongly interpreted as corruption, eroding
the claims of daang matuwid (straight path). '

T want to believe that Duterte and his advisers dao care

about these issues. They have to, for the sake of the nation,

and for their own.

* ke k

‘ mfan@inqﬁirezz com.ph
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PRESIDENT Duterte has three

main priorities: one, kill drug
lords and those guilty of heinous
crimes like rape and murder; two,
extricate something practical and
profitable from the Philippine ter-

ritorial claim in the West Philip-

pine Sea; and three, share power
with the communist rebels to
bring to an end the longest com-
munist insurgency in the world:
Relatedly, for the Muslim separat-
ist rebels, President Rody offers
nothing short: of federalism—a
concept ‘grand as a’ vision but

 mind-boggling in its execution.

Priority No. I-—drugs, is 2
no brainer. The facts are stark
and disturbing: Consider the
following:

« L.7-million Filipinos are
drug addicts.

« 20 percent of the country’s
43,000 barangays are hlt by
drug-related crimes

« Drug lords five like kmgs at
the National Penitentiary.

« Low-level drug cases clog
court dockets and delay justice.

« Higher purity methamphet-
amine from Mexico supplant-
ing less pure Chinese-sourced
methamphetamine. -

» Bulk shipments still come
from China, largely controlled
by Chinese organized criminal
groups.

+ Drug couriers use flights to the
Philippines both to smuggle drugs
into the country and to trans-ship

drugs to other countries.

= More West African drug
syndicates use airports to.smug-
gle methamphetamine into. the
Philippines for onward distribu-
tion throughout Southeast Asia.

« Latin American drug traffick-
ing groups now operate locally.

« Casinos should be included
in money-laundering controls.

“Philippine authotities are
faced with multiple challenges,
including the expansion of Mex-
ican-based trafficking organiza-
tions; ongoing ‘domestic meth--
amphetamine production, and
confronting drug trafficking

in rural areas where little state

presence exists,” says a recent
US State Department report on
narcotics in the Philippines.

The West Philippine Sea
claim brings into sharp relief
two of the biggest and most stra-
tegic partnerships of the Phil-
ippines—the United States and
China. The Philippines is often
perceived as a lackey of Ameri-
ca. But America has little mon-
ey to give away. China, on the
other hand, has plenty of money.
However, of late, it hasbeenon a
territory-grabbing spree.

US-Philippine relations are
based on strong historical and
cultural links and = shared com-

mitment to democracy and hu-

man rights. The Philippines is a
major non-Nato ally of the US
which means that if the former’s

territory is invaded, America
will come to its defense.

The Manila
signed in 2011 reaffirmed the
1951 US-Philippines Mutual
Defense Treaty as the founda-
tion for a robust, balanced, and
responsive security partnership.
Some four million US citizens
—~including Grace Poe—are of
Philippine ancestry.

More than 220,000 Americans
live'in the Philippines. Nearly all
Philippine presidents, with the
possible -exception - of Ferdinand
Marcos and the incoming Ro-
drigo Duterte, were pro-Ameri-
cans. Marcos was ousted by the
Americans in 1986, The US still
has to warm up to Duterte and is
concerned with his previous hu-
man rights record.

The USis the Phﬂippmes sec-
ond largest investor, after Japan,
Bilateral trade is miore than $25
billion. US is the Philippines
third largest trading partner.

Meanwhile, using its so-called
nine-dash line map, China has
occupied seven reefs claimed
by the Philippines as part of its
200-mile Exclusive Economic
Zone. EEZ does not grant sover-
eignty but ownership and exclu-
sive economic use of the fishes,
minerals and other resources
under the waters covered by the
EEZ. The seven reefs are: Subi,
Gaven, Fiery Cross, Coarteron,
Johnson, Huges and MisChief.
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Chinas nine-dash line map grabs
80 percent of the Philippine EEZ.
Manila has sued Bejjing for these
territorial grabs.  The Interna-
tional Arbitral Tribunal on the
Law of the Sea is expected to is-
sue a ruling anytime now. The
ruling could be favorable to the
Philippines but China has said it
won't honor the decision.

Duterte is particularly pissed
with Ching’s occupation of Scar-
borough Shoal: Scarborough
is" clearly Philippines territory,
having ‘been ‘ceded to Manila
by the US in the 1990 Treaty
of Washington. According to
Justice Antonio Carpio, Scar-
borough Shoal, being a regular
island, is entitled to a 12-mile
territorial sea around it. This
amounts to 155,165 hectares
of maritime space—more than
twice the land area of Metro
Manila which is 63,600 hectares.

Duterte wants an explana-
tion,-pasticularly from. Sena-
tor Antonio Trillanes whom he
blames for the loss of Scarbor-
ough, after the latter made 16
visits to China. Duterte says he
can take all kinds of garbage and
insult but not the loss of territo-
rial land or waters.

President Obama, on the eve-
‘ning of May 17, called Duterte
‘to congratulate him and stressed
the two countries’ shared com-
mitments to democracy, human
rights, rule of law and inclusive

economic growth, A
For his part, Duterte told
Obama in effect he will initially
joint the western alliance in op-
' posing China’s South China Sea
territorial claims. But if noth-
ing moves, he might be forced to
talk turkey with China, on a bi-
lateral basis, “if there is no wind
to move the sail” in still waters.
As for the power-sharing with

the Reds, well in Economics 101, -

there are three factors of produc-
tion—land, labor, and capital.
‘With the CPP taking -over
four departments—Agrarian Re-
form, Natural Resources and the
Environment, Labor, and Social
Welfare and Development, the
communists have, in effect, tak-
en over land and labor, or 60 per-
cent of what makes the economy
‘moving and productive,
Included in the takeover are
the bureaus, agencies and finan-
cial institutions, like the Land

Bank, Cocobank,-and even. the.

Development Bank of the Phil-
ippines. Also, the four depart-
ments have more positions than
the total NPA regulars and com-
munist cadres. DENR alone has
19,500 people; DAR 12,600, and
- DoLE and DSWD 2,500 each.
So overnight, our communist

friends have become employers,’

bankers and capitalists. Change;
indeed, is coming.
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