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Byleila B, Saiaverna

AS CONGRESS formaﬂy began the canvassmg of
votes for President and Vice President, its joint
committee promptly shot down a motion from
the camipof Sen. Ferdinand MarcosJr. to canvass
the votes for the two posmons separatel

The count pr{}ceeded ‘and ~ dential race showed Liberal Par-
the canvassing committee end- ty candidate Leni Robredoin
ing its first session after opening  the lead with 3,576,643 votés,
48 certificates of canvass Marcos was a close: seconci

(COCs) and canvassing 45 of with3,281,151. "
. them. - EarHer, before the - panel

Asof 9; 30 Iast mght the run-'-_ '_could open any. (.,OC _ia
";mngtotal in thetight vice presi-- G

L
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Didagen Dilangalen from the
Marcos camp asked for the sep-
“arate canvassing of the votes for
President so that Davao City
Mayor Rodrige Duterte eould

“be’ prociaimed ahead of time, "
‘ pointing out that his rivals had

-aiready coneeded.
© Dilangalen, a former member

"of the: House of Representa- °
tives, 'aiso tipted that the race ¢

rl

“hotly contested.”

. “Sgparate canvassing of the :
:preszdennal and vice presiden- -
‘tial votes is .not only prident .
“and appropriate, it is hkemse ;
© -physically delivered COCs." -
 Gongales also said Dilan-

”perfect‘tylegal ” he said.”
Sen, - Aquilino leentei III

'3stopp1ng the Marcos lawyer in:
“the middle of his' speech; in-
; formed him that the joint com- "
‘mittee would proceed on aper-

COC basis, adding that he would

-just treat Dilangaler’s manifes-
tation as an opening statement. .
siDilangalen then. made 2.m0-. .
o +ake his seat:
++*“This is ot the prcper mne
for you to make the manifesta-

“ tion to ask for the separate can-
“vass s

' YicE " premdency was

“Gonzales II “the head of the can-
vassing panel for the House, said

that only members of the tan:

- vassing committeg- could raise a

motion. Thus, Dilangalen’s re-
quest could not be recognized. -
“Wa gre just following what is

‘provided fot by the Constitution
and -under .our rules that ‘we"
“‘should canvass what is-asked us

by the ruies_ ” Gonzaies sa1d :

Can assmg rules
- “The rules state that the Jomt

“coriimittée will canvass, in the

order they were received, the
electronically transmitted COCs
and the manually counted and

galen would be recognized if he

had an objection to or observa-
tion on a particular COC. The.
“panel could also not act on the

request for the separate can-

vassing without going through

the respective COCs, he said.
He.:then asked Dﬂangalen to

tion,-” he, added

. The -panei then proceedeci :
e “the - opening -of the-
‘COCs, with Davao del Sur votes .

Wlth

first up for the count.

* For thé Davao'del Sur votes; -

" the patiel found that five COCs
were electronically transmitted,

with four of the COCs bearing

the same hgﬂres which were

matched with the hard copy, but

B

asked the _Cemrf;ission on Elec-

“tiéns to subinit an explanation on
the game as the onestin thei.
physically delivered COCs.
» The panel decided to canvass
“the “votes in the COC that

why there was a.Davao.del Sur
COC with different numbers.

what were the secret markings
of the COCs from Davao del Sur

Dilangalen- asked:ithe psnel .

i
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that would be used to deter-
mine their authenticity,

He asked how the panel
could be sure that the electroni-
cally trarismitted and maruaily

delivered COCs were authentic, -
He said it was not enough that -

the figures in the TwWo docu-
ments matched:” s b

But - Pimentel sald nobody’ .

from the committee questioned
the ‘authenticity of .the. Davio
del SurCOC or asked. that its
canvassmg bedeferred:: o

“Romulo" Macalifital; anyer' -
: Vassmg of the COC for Laguna

for Marcos’ rival‘Leni Robredd,

also said counsels of the candi- .
" cies between the COC generated

dates could only: object to thé

COCs or ask for thexr mclusmn _

in the canvassing.

~Macalintal said 1f Dxiangalen
be?xeved the secret markings
were not contained in the
COCs, he should object to the
inclusion of the COCs.
. But Dilangalen did not ask
for -the exclusion of the Davao
del Sur COC.

Marcos got more votes than
Robredo in Davao del Sur, al-

provmce

Cebu City COC

Another Marcos lawyer,
George Garcia, sought the de-
ferment of the COC for Cebu

City, saymg there wag adiffers .

“ence in the mumber of clustered
preciricts in the canvass report
and in the COC for the city.

Garcia wondered why the
consolidation and canvassing
system would print a canvass re-
port ahead of the printing of the
COC. He said there should be an
explanation from the Commis-
sion on Elections (Comelec).

But Pimentel said he found
the grounds cited by Garcia to
defer the canvassing of the Ce-
bu City COCs to be “not so sub-
stantial.”

“You actually don't have an-
other authentic copy of the city
COC. You have a partial election
report of the city COC in Cebu.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF p e are not comparing the or-

ange to the apple,” he said.

Gonzales said the task of the
canvassing committee was 1o
make sure the statement of votes

4

in the efectronically transmitted
COC was the same as the one in
the manually transmitted COC.
In the case of Cebu City; there
was no variance between the
two, Gonzales pointed out.
Cavite Rep. Elpidio Barzags
also said that given the absence
of discrepancy between ‘the
transmitted COCs, the pahe
was - duty-bound to contmue

- with the canvass.

Dlscrepanmes B
The panel susperided the cari-

province after finding discrepan-

by the canvassing and consohda-
tion system and the amended

‘COC sent by the provincial boa:d

of catvassers (PBOC). L

Also suspended was the can-
vassing of the COC from Ilecos
Sur province, a known Marcos
bailiwick,

Senator-elect Leila de lea
and Garcia agreed on the sus-
pension of theflocos Sur COC
canvassing. e

Garcxa sald

der it had submitted results.

“It would appear that, the
original COC was printed ab-
sent a particular municipality,”
Garcia said.

He also noted thar the
amended.- COC later submitted
by the PBOC was manually pre-
pared and printed from an ordi-
nary computer instead of the
consolidation and canvassing
systemn (CCS).

But Macalintal said this issue
was explained during the zan-
vassing of senators’ votes by the
Comelec.

He said that instead of the re-
sults from Rizal province, what
was included was the results from
the preelection test of the ma-
chine there. The CCS thought all
the votes from the municipalities
were in and thus printed the COC.

‘When the board reconvened
to amend the COC, all parties

were notified and aobody ob-
jected, Macalintal said.

) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

;

But the congressional panel
decided to call the PBOC mem-
bers to appear before it and ex-
plain the discrepancies.

ind.
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m'my s 5th IB chief ends 2-year
stint wnth geod track record

- By MAMER

BANEZ

BALER Aurora .
Army Lt. €ol. Joey A

pleted his two-year
tour of duty as com-~
mander of the Army's
56th Infantry Battal-
ion assigned in Auro-
ra, leaving behind a
track record that sur-
passes his predeces-
sors.

1t Col. Lozie DS Vil-
lanueva, previously the
commander of the 84th
IB (Wictoricusj, replaced

Escaiiiiagduring:the

change of command cer-
emonies in Bgy. Calabua-

nan -in Baler,

Villanueva vowed to

Roadmap

reassigned as chief of
staff of the Army’s 4th
Infantry Division based
in Cagayan de Oro City.

Under Escanillag’ stew-
ardship, the 56th IB -- its

best practices and npvel-

concepts -- emerged as
hest battalion for 2015
among the nine infantry
battalions of the 7th I
based in Fort Magsaysay,

camp.

i .cuntmue the Army Trans- -

= Hformation -
~{ATR) implemented in -
Escanillas has: comni® *the 56th I¥s jurisdietivn
- by Escanillas who was-

Nuevd Edjaithe coins
try’s larrfest ‘military -

Vﬂianueva, who was

'84th ‘IB-chief since last
“August, was 2 member of

the elite 1IN peacekeep-
ing force in Haiti from

" November 2011 to Octm
“ber 2012

He s[;ari:ed l'us m:htary

career in 1994 and after-

wards, was assigned in
Eastern Samar up to

- 2001. From 2001 to 2004,

Villarmeva was at the Ar-

" my's general headquar-

ters in Fort Bonifacio,

He wasg transferred to
Davao City from 2004 to
20068 and retirned to Fort
Bonifacio V»here

Cgtayed Upite 2010
Villanueva also ‘has™:
-etints at the 202nd Infan-

he,_ )

Pe g

try Brigade under the
2nd Infantry Division at
Camp General Mateo
Capinpin, Tanay, Rizal.
Upon his return from
Haiti, he wae assigned to
the 702nd IB in Bong-

abon, Nueva Ecija, and

later served as adjutant
(G1) of the Tth Infantry
Division at the Fort Mag-
soysay Military Reserva-
tmn up to August 2013

'camliac watch conduete&
2,217 'co_zr_z___bat operations _

i

S

broken dowh into four
Jbrigade-participated oper-
ations, 18 battalion-initi-

. -ated, 39 company-initiat-

ed, 172 platoon-sized ini-
tiated and 1,984 squad/
team operations. .
These operations re-
suited in the clearing of
varioug barangays from
communist influence,
the recovery of war par-
szphernalia and the Te-

O arn i the Tolds of the

law of New People

_ Army rcbel
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Troops seize Sayyaf camp 1 m Suiu

ZAMBOANGA CITY — Government
troops overran an encampinent of the
Abu Sayvaf Group (ASG) in Maim-
bung, Sulu, Tuesday morning after a
45- minute armed encounter with the
bandits.

Armed Forces  of the Philippines,
Western Mindanao cormmand (WesMin-
Com) Spokesman Maj. Filemon Tan,
Jr., said yesterday elements of the
Philippine Army, 14th Special Ranger

Company discovered. the encampment..

TEY k&ﬂ{m’*s Wﬁ Wm

Cof the ASG at Barangay Gulangan
-~ Maimburig, Suluabout 8 am, Tuesday.

A firefight between the soldiers

and the gunmen of ASG leader Idang

Susukan ensued and lasted for about
45-minutes with the group before mili-
tary was able fo take control of the
camp. The government did not absorb
any casualty from the fight.

" Tansaid the Army soldiers were on
clearing operations in the hinterland
of the town when they chanced upon
the camp that immediately sparked

a firefight between the ASG.and the e

f

soidlers . : v
P Dunng a cleamng operatlon msuie
the seized ASG camp, the’ qoldlers
found that the camp was equipped with
potable water source and could aceom-
modate aboui 200 people.. < .

The-soldiers also found gun parts
personal belongings, and a Honda mo-
torcycle, Tan said. . .

Tan added that the Abu Sayyaf may
kave absorbed a substantial number of
casualties as evidenced by the blood-
stain seen by the soldier along the
escaperouteofthe bandifs. oo
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AFP denounces NPA for usmg

“Minors in armed

. -éened” to learn that three of those who '
 were killed in géries of clashes between
the government troops ahd commutist -
rebels in San Isidro, Davao del Norte
: ;and Laak, Cempostela Valiev last May

I)AVAO CI‘I‘Y The Axmed Forces
. of the Phllzppmes 10th Infantry Divi-
. gion, yesterday denounced the New
People’s Army. (NPA) for exploiling-
miners in their armed struggie agamst
. the government
Inapress conference at the Davao :
City Police Office (DCPO) here, Captain
Rhyan Batchar said they were “sad-

stmggle

18 wereall teenagers.” :
He said the NPAs has no 1egard
for the rights of children and the In-
digenous Peoples because those were

9.

killed in the encounter ages from 14 to
18 and were children of lumads in the
hinterlands. -

“This clearly shows that the NPAs

e _moiated humanstanan Taw that prohib-
" fts using minors and Indlgenous People

m war,” Batchar said.

Batchar zdentified those slam as
Mar June Gunay, 14 snd his cousin
Redei Gunnav, 18 and Romel Perez 17,

‘He. saxd their narmes and ages of
vietims were revealed after their rela-

_ tives claimed the dead bodies last May

20. (Jonathan Santes)
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Western Mindanao Command, 4th Civil Relations Service Group to
conduct football meet

From the Philippine News Agency (May 25).
Group to conduct foothall meet

Western Mindanao Command, 4th Civil Reiations Service

in line with its community engagement efforts, the Western Mindanao Command (WESMINCOM)
and the 4th Civil Relations Service Group will conduct its "Feot for Peace 2016 on Saturday.

The sporting event will be held af Edwin Andrews Air Base. Sta. Maria, ZamboangaCity.

Expacted to attend are footbail fanatics coming from the provinces being secured by the
WESMINCOM which include Zamboanga Provinces, Basilan, Suiy, Tawi-Tawi

"An event like this provides opportunities for children and the yvouth to engage in valuable and
nositive relationship with adults, which is especially important when such benefits are not
available at home." WESMINCOM spokesperson Maior Filemon Tansaid,

“Ae they learn o interact with ;ze;«-'-- anc . ’1: WIONG
oo arignce. ceful and prod Jw!\’ﬁ r:,ct oNe wilh g!v e n{—; agded
R AwwewLongLany o indsy phnYidn= Asid=Snide 1 &rid=E886110

g .
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100 people evacuate as fighting rages in Misamis Oriental
From the Philippine News Agency (May 25). 100 people evacuate as fighting rages in Misamis
Oriental

About 100 people have evacuated to safer ground as fighting rages in the hinterlands of Salay. a
coasial fown east of Misamis Oriental since Tuesday.

The mildary has not issued an official statement, The local government, however, reparted two
army soldiers and an unidentified rebel of the New Feople’s Army (NPA) were killed,

Francisco Dy, head of the Provincial Disasier Risk Reduction Management Office (PDRRIMO}, said that
the provincial government has readied relief goods for the displaced families.

"Our relief team that includes doctors and medical workers have been dispatched (o Salay to assist the
gvacuees.” Dy said.

He said thal each family woulg be provided two oot pachs and s bygiens kit

The fighting between the government troopers and the NPA rebels ook place in the
hintertand village of Buna! in Salav on Tussday,

Untit Wednesday. the running gun battle continues prompting village residents, mostly farmers, o
evacuate to safer grounds in the town proper of Salay for fear of being caught in the crossfire. the

local government reported,
Dy said that the PDRRMO is concerned on the health of the children and the villagers who have been
reportedly affected by the “traumatic’ experience.

~

hitp Avway, pna.gov. phiinger, php san=2&sio=bnios 2&nic=58 50 58
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Operations
m rescue Abu

conhnue

The governmenf ‘conlinues to exert
determinéd efforts” to bring about the safe
release of Abu Sayyaf hostages Malacanaﬂg,
said yesterday.
~ Présidential Communications' Opera—
tions Office Secretary Herminio Coloma Jr.
sald the Kostages would be rescued through

“a combihation of law enforcement and
military operations.”

He made the statement as President
Aquiné met with the Cabinet security clugs--
ter and the Philippine National Police (PNP)
and the Armed Forces gave him an update
on the security situation in Mindanao. .~

It was not an emergencv meeting, Co—
lomasgaid. .-

The Abu Sayyaf contintied to release :

" videos of hostages pleading that ransom be
paid or they would be killed. o

-They even threatened Aqumo in ohe
video that they would also behead him
if they were able to capture him as they
showed how they decapitated Canadian
hostage John Rldsdel - _
©Thdse resertin the meeﬂngwerﬁiﬁi’gé& i
tive Secretary Dacuiito-Ochoa Jr, Foreign A
fairs Sacret rJos’ ‘Rene Almiendras; :{usfnceg=

"Semetarv Emman of Caparas, pmsxdentlal )
adviser on the peace process Teresita Deles,
National Security Adviser Cesar Garcia,
acting Armed Forces chief Lt, Gen. Glorioso
Mirandaand representatives from the Depart-
ment of National Defense and PNP.

Last May 10, the PNP Criminal Investiga-
tion and Detection Group arrested an Abu
Sayyaf mernber identified as Sakur Mus-
takin, 44 — with aliases “Junior Mustakim”
and “Junior Asarani Sawadjaan” — along
Bayan: Road in Taguig.

Mustakin, who has a P900,000 bounty
on his head, and other Abu Sayyaf ban-
dits were supposedly deployed in Metro
Manila early this year to bomb shopping
malls to sow terror and chaos during the
election period. i — Aurea Calica
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Abu Sayyaf
camp falls

THE MILITARY scored
a srnall victory against
the notorious kidnap-
forransom - ferrorist
cell Abu Sayyaf (ASG)
yesterday,  as 1roops
seized . one. of the
SroUps encampents
in Sulu province.

In. a- statement,
the Armed Forces of
the Philippines
Western Mindanao
Commeangd - an-
nounced that the
14th Scout Ranger
Company had man-
aged to take the
camp of the group of

‘Idang - Susukan in
Barangay Gulangan,
Maimbung, Sulu af-
ter a 45-minute gun-
fight with the rebels.

The gunfight broke
out amid the mili-
tary’s.ongoing pursuit
and clearing opera-

_tions against the ASG.

. Jaymee T Gamil

14
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Dsgong
Install
secunty

managers

':ByFIoranteS Solmenn

THE ¢amp of Pre51&eut~1n-
waiting Rodrigo Duterte has
urged the Aquino administra-
tion to officially install the in-
coming administration’s top
security managers even before
the new president’s maugurav
tion on June 30.

“The two generals ([the in-
coming chief of staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines and director general of

~the-Philippine - National Pow

lice] can-assume in an acting
capacity-until President-élect
Duterte is sworn into office,”
said a retired general who

ds part of Duterte’s security

team.

14

.'Dela Rosa - helongs to PMA-

“The change of command is
to give the new military and
police chiefs time to prepare
Duterte’s secumty during the
oathtaking,” said the source
who spoke on condztmn of
anonymity. :

He said that the furriover of
commands to incoming - AFP
chief Lieutenant General Ricar-
do Visaya and designated PNP
director general Chief Superin-
tendent Ronald dela Rosa shotld
bedone at least a week before Da-
terte’s mauguratton

Visaya is a member of.the_
Philippine Military Academy

“Matikas” Class. 1983 while

“Sandiwa” Class ’85.:

_..Duterte’s camp has. already'
named  Colonel

Rolando
Bautista to head the Presiden-
tial Security Group.. Bautista
{PMA Class ’85) is current
commander  of the - Army’s
104th Infantry Brigade and
concurrent commander of the
Joint Task Group Basilan.

. Duterte ‘has also named
' former ‘military " chief. re.-
tired Gen. Hermogenes Fs-
‘peron Jr. as national secu-

 rity adviser. Esperon served

-as chief of staff during the

administration of detained
former president and re-
elected Pampanga Rep. Glo-

. ria Mdcapagal Arroyo,”
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.Esperon
dismisses
coup talks

BY VICTOR REYES

INCOMING National Secu-
rity Adviser Hermogenes Es-
peron Jr. yesterday dismissed
a warning issued by Sen. An-
tonio Trillanes IV early this
month that the administration
of incoming president Rodrigo
Duterte will be facing coup
attempts.

Esperon, a former Armed
Forces chief who played a role
in queliing two of three inci-
dents of military adventurism
during Arroyo administration,
gave a big laugh when asked
about the chances of a coup in
the Duterte government.

“They must be dreaming.
Isipin na lang nila mabuii, baka
hanggang threat lang sila,” said
Esperon, who will also be serv-
“ing as the director general of
the National Secarity Council as
national security adviser.

“We have learned that it’s

Sex: ESPERON > Page B6

1

ESPERGON

(coup) is not a solution to our
problems; so theyv're wast
ing the time of the Filipinos.
They're wasting time and op-
portugities but I dor’t think
they are capable of doing it,”
said Esperon.

Military rebels tried to over-
throw the Arroyo administra-
tion thrice, including the short-
lived Ozakwood mutiny in July
2003, Trillanes, a former Navy
lieutenant, was one of the core
leaders of the mutiny.

The two others were

launched in February 2006 and
in November 2007, Esperon
played a key role in quelling
the two attempts in his capac-
ity as Army chief and AFP chiel,
respectively,

“Let’s see if there will be (a
coup)... Maybe he (Trillanes)
inows because he likes plan-
ning coups,” said Esperon.

Trillanes, a vice presidential

3

candidate in the May 9 elec-
tions, issued the coup warning
last May 3 or two days before
he - filed -a-plunder complaint
against Duterte.

He said if Duterte wins,
he could be unseated if his
(Trillanes) allegation that the
Davao City mavor hasundeclared
wealth is proven true, and be-
cause of the mayor’s ties with the
cotmist movement.

Last Friday, Trillanes said
he will not be part of any
coup against the Duterte
government, if there will
be any, and the proper way
to remove 2 president is by
tmpeachment.

Meanwhile, a former mili-
tary officer involved in one of
three failed attempts to over-
throw the Arroyo government
criticized Duterte for naming
Esperon as national security
adviser.

“In fairness, he has a back-
ground in intelligence,” the

Page: Et

source said of Esperon, “But
Duterte should have appointed
to the pesition someone who
has no biemished record 0 he
won't be criticized.” -

The source was referring to Es-
peron’s supposed involvementin
the rigging of results of the 2004
presidential elections to ensure
the victory of Gloria Arroyo.

“His name was mepntioned
in the Garci tapes,” the source
said.

It was implied in the Gar-
¢i tapes, 2 compilation of
wiretapped conversations
between Arroyo and then elec-
tions commissioner Virgilio
Garcillano - that Esperon and
several other military generals
worked to ensure Arroyo's
victory

Esperon was Arroyo's AFP
chief from July 2006 to May
2008. After he retired in 2008,
he was appointed by Arroyo
as presidential adviser on the
peace process.
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‘pag nagkaroon ng - deti-

;Zgg May 2016

"+ Nagmarnakaawa" ng
tulong ang bihag na Nor-
weglan na st Kjartan Sek-
kingstad, kasama ang
Canadian national na i
Robert Hall t Pinay na
si'Rifes Flor kay incorp-
ing" Presidefit - ‘Rodrigo

Duterts na makalaya sa

Kamay ng - Abn-Sayyaf,

_ ayon sa lumabas na vid-
€0, kahapon '

- Bilang” ‘cugoh tmlyak

.ng JArmied Forces of the
. Philippines (AFP) na gi-
; négawa nila ang lahat ng

‘piraan at -effort - upang

- mailigtas ang natitira pang

‘inga bikag sa Suluna ka-
nidnap ng Abu Sayyaf.

. Hindinagbigay ng pa~
hayagsi Brig. Gen. Resti-

 tuto Padilla tungkol sana-

sabing video subalit tini-
yak niya na nakapokus si-
1a sa rescue operation ng
mga bihag. “Hopefully
we get results soon once

swe engagerient §a ar-

_en,” sabi ni Padilla.

* Ayon fiarhan kay Col.

Noel Detoyato, chief, AFP

pubtic affairs office (PAQ),
nakita nanila ang nasabing
video at palagi nila itong ti-
nitingrian upang pag-ara-
lan ang kinaroroonan at
kalapayan ng mga bihag,

- “Rest - -assured, - the ~

»«-m URA 5A mum m—»—),eh

AFP’s operations  will
continue and we will not
stop until the situation is
rectified and normally re-
stored. We will not stop
until they are rescued
and the kidnappers are
brought to justice,” sabi
ni Detoyato, kasabay ng
paggiit ng govemment’s
ro ransom policy. -

- “We will never negoti-

‘ate with them nor pay tn-

som because every time
they get money, it embold-
ens them to do more kid-
napping, We will -endeav-
or to make this kidnapping
business unprofitable to
them,” ayon kay Detoyato.

Sa huling video ng
ASG, nagmakaawa ang
mga bihag at nanawagan
kay President-elect Ro-
drigo ‘Duterte na gawin
anglahatng paraan upang
sile ay maitigias at mapa-
laya mule sa kamay ng

“miga bum1hag sa kanild:”
" Nagbabala ang ASG

Da sasapitin-din nina Hall,
Sekkingstad, at Flor ang
dinanas m Ridsde! kapag
hindi patbigay ang hini-
hingi nilang P600 milyon
sa itinakdang alas-tres ng
hapon sa Hunyo 13.
Karmpo ng Sayyaf
nakubkob

+ Nakubkob kahapon

=t

ng militar ang isang kam-

‘pongAbu Sayvafmatapos

g halos 45-minutong sa-
gupaan sa rebeldeng gru-
po sa lalawigan ng Sulu.
Ayon sa Western Min-
danao Command, kam-
po umano ni Abu Sayy-
af leader Idang Susukan
ang nabawi ng mga tros
pang 14th Special Rang-
er Company sa-Baran-
gay ‘Gulangan. Wala na- f
mang inulat pa casualties |
s& magkabilang -panig, ,
ngunit malaki umano ang |
kampo at maaaring mag-
kuta ang 200 katao roon..
Nabawi rin ng mga
sundzlo ang iba’t ibang
bahagi ng mga baril,
isang motorsiklo at mga
personal belongings na
naiwan ng mga rebelde. -
Kamakailan lamang
ay 7 sundalo rin ang su-
gatan sa bayan ng Jolo sa
Sulu pa Tin matapos na

——

“pabithin 'ng prnada’ Bng

kariilang track  habang ,
patungosse kanilang bars

“racks. Kadarating lamang (

ngmga tropa sa Jolo mula {
Zamboanga City ngsila’y
tirahin. Bagama't walang
umako sa atake ay Abu
Sayyaf naman ang sinisi-
pat ng mga awtoridad na
nasa likod nito. (Lhean
Angeles/Al Jacinto) -

Pahina. @
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PSG to make adjustments to security procedures for Duterte

From MirsaNews (May 25 PSG te make adjustments to security procedures for Duterte

The would-be commander of the Presidential Security Group said Tuesday he will make
adjustmentis to the existing security procedures and protocols to suif the wishes of incoming

President Rodrigo Duterte,

Duterie said he does not like adulation and prefere goinn alone without being foliowed by & security team.
. G ¥ ¥

In an interview at the Davao City Police Office. Col. Roland Bautita said he has vet to talk with
Duterte on PSG procedures, including security for his immediate family.

He said he is honored to be chosen to head the PSG.

“I know him. He learned the ropes here sa Mindanao. Lahat silza mahusay {they're all
goodl” Duterte spoke of Bautisia.

Bautista, commander of the 104th infantry Brigade based in Basilan, vowed to protect Duterte at

all cost.

“Thc PSG has existing security procedures and protocols. This is actuaily
stitutionalized, tested, and applied to the previous presidents. Yung mga protocols, it could
ﬁot be compromizsed but it could tse ;mproved or mag-innovate taye based on the desires ng

Presumptive President,” he saicl.

“Sgtingin ko. there is always period of adjustment kava may term na transition. We will see to it na
may smooth security transition. .. But the bottomiine here we have to protect the nresident,

The procedures and protocols vun ang i-apply natin.” he said,

He explained that security adjustments will be made according to the assessment anc sesurity situations
or threats but added they will consult the president before making innovations and improvements based

on exisling securily protczols.

“After making an assessment and security sifugtions. that's the time thai we have to mate modificaiions
on the existing protocols and procedures ™ he said.

Cn Duterte choosing members of his PSG. Bautista agded "trust and confidence” are impoitant,

Duterte. mavor of Davac City for 22 yaars. could be seen checking for himself the slum areas and even
riding the taxi at night as his way of checking security in the evening.

On several occasions. the incoming president had negetiated with the New Peome’s Army for the reiease
of soidiers and police cfficers captured by the rebe! group.

“We must fay down ang cards al makausap ang president na ito yung threat sifuation. Pinakauna sa isang
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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+

areeg is situaticna! avareness. Paghige: ce situation nie it yoing threal then we will advice the presigent,
ng 'sit mukhang delikadc dun. and maybe we can adjust the venue of the event, of postpone the
engagement.” Bautista said.

He said the PSG would also heed what Duterte wants and discuss with him the possible threat
levels but he believes the incoming president would iisten to his PSG.

hitp.iveenw. mindanews. comop-stories ‘207 B/08°25 psa-to-make-adiustments-to-securiv-proceJures-for-

cuterte’
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Libingan burial for Marcos
an insult to his victims—Leila

By Marion Ramos

THE DECISION of presumptve President-clect
Rodrige: Durerte to allow the buria) of the late
srongman Ferdinand Marcos at Libingen ng
mga Bavani iz an affronr to the victims of martial
iow Senator-elect Leila de Lima said vesterday,

“Fvidently, [Duterte is] showing a
sensitvity 1o the feelings of the thousands of
victims of martial law arrocides,” De Lims teld
reporters after & news briefing on the canvass-
ing of vores in the vice presidential elecnon.

“Thoge issues have no clozure ver [but
here are. ready (o endow an agEressor
vwith the statur of & herel. I think thats not
proper.” she said.

De Lima. & former chair of the Comanis-
sion on Human Rights and secretary of jus
tice, said granting & her¢’s burial o Marzo
was alin 1o forgering all the human z..ghu
violations commirred by the Marcos regime.

“That's rhe consequence Daliuss We
have ne closure to those cases 0
rights abuses] then vou wilt be &
sulz to infury 1o put it very mildly;

sne saic.
De Lime said the public shoulc be “wary

.
vigilang

and be really abow the policies
that the Davas Citv mayor may impiemen
during his sis-vear tarm as President.

2s rauch a8 we would wani i enterin
some hope. the way things are going... those
earty propouncements of Duterte]. .. dossnt
give me i comfon that we're J00KIng at i
rvdavs. [Is) quite [re the] congary” she saiq.

Or. Vio: aday. Duterte ewressec nis prefe:-

ence 1o aliow the bunal RMarcor at
Libingar ng mge Bavan “not because heisa

lack of

hero. bur becauss he was & F'ihpinca soidier”

He said hiarcos burial at the heroes
cemetery would put an end to years of “ha-
wred” and “division” among Filipinos.

Draterte’s {riend, Communist Party of the
Philippines founder jose Maria Sison, said in
an online interview that if the Marcoses
wanted to protect the lale smongmar's re-
mains, they should bury them in & mau-
solemr: in Barac Citv in Tlocos Norte province
ingtesd of av Libingar ng mge Bavan:.

“By puiiding & huge mausoleum: for Marcos
{at Libingan ng mga Bayani]. the Marcoses
rur; the rsk o'e>.pasmf the {structure; 1o be-
ing blowT: v by so many vietms of the fascis:
dictatorsiup. st ke the no

a¢ bust of Marcos
ighway ar the border of Lz
ngies proviness).” Sison said.

- ... for the Marcoses o
o8 vWher fhﬁ’_\ wan

policaian:. L’;m-img e .ﬂi’ﬁy.‘.;hi.la.;,‘ Clar MoK O

whaoss member: are unasr wia far the }aiscuin—

danac: mmss where BE peonle. including 32
= N S .:-rma 203’

O

Ying H’i{.‘UITQ

swaiud
ich ¢ rep
Inguirer Southern Luzor
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www.dwdd.com

NG ROOM FOR COUP | Esperon will not allow coup de’tat on Duterte’s
administration

Camp Aguinaldo. Guezon City, DWDD — incoming Nationai Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon said
that there’'s no room for coup de'iat on Duterte adminisiration.

In an interview, Esperon was asked about Trillanes plan of coup de'tat in Duierie’s term. he mentioned,
“ignar naten kKung meron nga baka naman he ig just talking through air”. Fe also added Trillanas’ pian of
coup de'ial is not the soigtion 1o the probiem. '

When asked about the role he plaved in queliing coup de'tal during the time of foriner President Gioria
WMacapagal-Arroyo. Esperon said thal he iearned his lesson.

Furthermore, Esperon said that the Armed Forces of the Philippines {(AFP) has lgarned & lof from {he past

expariences,
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Abu Sayyaf member tasked to kidnap Kris or Manny arrested in Taguig
From Coconuts Manita (May 25): Abu Sayyaf member tasked to kidnap Kris or Manny arrested in Taguig

S¢. It seems that the Abu Sayyaf plot to kidnap Kris Aguine or Manny Pacguiap was real,

READ Phoy: Abu Savyaf pianned o kidnap Pacman or Kris

An Abu Sayyaf member identified as Sakur Mustakin. 44 — with aliases "Junior Mustakim” and “Junior
Asarani Sawadjaan” — was nabbed along Bayani Road in Taguig on May 10, though the Ehilippine National
Police's Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) onlvy made the announcement on Tus. May 24,

"The CIDG said that Mustakin, who has a PHPS00.000 bounty on his head. and other Abu Sayyaf
bandits, were supposedly deploved fo Metro Manila early this vear to sow terror and chaos during the

election period by bombing malls.

"Thev were also alleged tasked to to kidnap Aguino and Pacguiaoc supposediv 1o raise funds for the ferrorist
group.” report Cecille Suerte Falipe and Non Alguitran in The Philippine Star.

Mustakin is said to have participated in the kidnappings on Sipadan Island in Sabah, Malaysia in 2000,

He was aiso tagged in the kidnapping of six members of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Patikul, Sulu in 2002. He
is believed to be reporting directly ta Abu Savyyaf leader Radulan Sahiron, alias Putol.

According to Senior Superintendent Ronald Lee. chief of the CIDG-Nationa! Capial Region, Mustakin was nabbed
"oy virtue of arrest warrants for kidnapping issued by the Taguip Reginna!l Trial Courl Branch 258 and Isabeia.

Basiian RTC Brangh 1.7

The report noted: "Amid reports of the Aby Sayyaf presence in Metro Mantla. the CIDG activated Operation
Plan Black Guardian fo conduct surveillance in Maharlika Village, Taguig.”

hitp//manilz. cogonuts.co/Z016/05/258/ ahu-savyal-member-wihc-was-1ashed-kicran-kris-or-manv-aresied-tan Lic
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Guv calls for full alert vs. rebel attacks
From the Visayan Daily Star (May 24): Guyv calls for full alert vs. rebel attacks

Gov. Alfredo Marafion Jr, vesterday called on the Army and police not to be “over confident” and
fo stay on alert at ail times to prevent a repeat of recent New People’ Army attacks that have, so far

caused the death of three soldiers and two farmers in Neagros Occidental,

The governor said the NPA have been staging attacks, not oniy in Negros but all over the
Philippines, citing Samar and Davao. They appear to have an agenda for these activities, which the
mititary and police intelligence community will have to figure ocut, he said.

We condemn these Kiliings, and call on the rebels to put an enc to this. and opt for dialog to resolve their
concemns, Maranon said.

“We have called on them to coms down so their lives can improve, their children can go to school. and
they can be given livelinoods,” he poinied out.

A week after the ambush-slay of three Army soldiers in Tobeoso, suspected New People's Army
rebels struck again Sunday, by attacking the bunk houses of agrarian reform beneficiaries in Sitio

Buntod Allwanay, Brgy General Luna in Sagsy.

Chief Inspector Eduardo Corpuz, Sagay City police chief, identified those agrarian reform
beneficiaries kilied in the rebel attack Sunday in Sagay City as Dionesio Ebafiez, 44, and Jose
Pios. 81, members of the Aliwanay Farm Workers Association Beneficiaries under the Tupaz

Foundation. :

Senior Supt. William Sehoron. Negros Occidental police director, said they have so far identified thres
suspects in the atlack on the bunk houses of the agrarian reform beneficiaries. and are in the process of
identifying the resi so that charges can be filed against them.

Sehoron said he agrees with the governor o the need Tor the police not to be over confident and to be on
atert against rebels attacks.

The police and mifitary will review their operational strateay for better coordination. he said.

Marafion said there appeared to be a conflict among CARP beneficiaries in Sitic Buntod Aliwanay.
Bragy. General Luna in Sagav,

But he gaid it is hard to nrave that a2 private army was the target of the rebel atfack in the area.

hitp:Awerwe vissvandailvsiar com/2016/av/Zéionsiory? mm
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Joma: I'll be home in July
From the Philippine Daily Inquirer (May 25;: Joma: I'll be home in Jutly

Barring 2 major setback, Communist Party of the Philinnines {CPP) founder Jose Maria “Joma”
Sison will be back home in July, in time for the release of political prisoners in the general
amnesty promised by presumptive President-elect Rodrigo Duterte.

"l will probably go to Manila in July to celebrate the release of the political prisoners and the
approvail by the principals of the formal agreement or declaration earlier forged by the negotiating
panels to resume the peace negotiations.” $ison said in an online interview from his base in

Utrecht, the Netherlands, on Tuesday.

He said represeniatives of the incoming Duterte administration and the National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) may consult with each other and prepare drafts that may be finalized at the
resumption of formal talks in July.

Last week, NDFP representative Fidel Ageacili met with Duterte and discussed initial steps for recpening
the peace talks.

The NDFP. the political arm of the CPP. and the national government have been engaged in on-ang-of
negotiations the past 27 years but peace has remained slusive.

Cn Monday, Duterte reiterated to reporters that he would grant amnesty and pardons fo political
detainees as part of confidence-building measures to bring the communist rebels back to the
negoliating table and end over four decades of armed conflict,

“Thig is a h_ic;hiv significant and noble act of goodwill. It promotes the peace negotiations,” Sison
said,

He said the NDFP peace panel members were “inspirec” by the promised release of ail politica!
prisoners.

“They are ready to meet in Qslo as early as June with the negotiators of President-eiect Duterte.”
Stson said. The Norwegian government is brokering the peace talks between the Philippine

government and the NDFP.
hit,@;;‘fr;ev\fsinfo.mquirer.nat!?87385.-’ioma»iihbe—home—énquév
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PNP, AFP set up security contingency plan for Duterte Thanksgiving
Party

From the Philippine News Agency (May 25): PNP, AFP set up security contingency plan for Duterte
Thanksgiving Party
The Philippine National Police (PNP} and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) are preparing

for the thanksgiving party of incoming President Rodrigc Duterte on June 4 dubbed “One Love
One Nation Thanksgiving Party #DU31” which is expected to draw over 100,000 supporters here

and neighboring cities and provinces.

With 2,000 police and multipliers from the Davao City Police Office (DCPO) exciuding additional
potlice contingent from the Police Regional Office (PRO) 11, security forces from Task Force Davao
and the 10th Infantrv Division, DCPO spokesperson Milgrace Driz said the city will be fully secured

for the party.

Even if they are not yet sure if Duterte will show up at the event, Driz said strict security measures
normally implemented during big events in the city will alsc be in place.

This means the public is prohibited from carrving backpacks inside the venue: no drinks in
canisiers: no deadlv weapons; other drinks and water must be in clearftransparent containers.

Speaking at the AFP-PNP forum Wednesday. Driz aiso remindec the public on the ban on smoking.
selling of liquors bavond 12 midnight and seliing of liguors to minors. The party stars from 1 p.m. and

gndsal 1 am.

Following the incident in Pasay where five persons died aliegedly due to drug cverdose. Driz said oolice
and park security will also closely monitor the activities of the people inside the venue.

Taking intc consideration that Duterte might attend. Driz said presidential security procedures are
aiso added. A landing area for chopper is also prepared,

The organizers of the thanksgiving party thrown for Duterte by the “"Dulertards” — a word coined
for Duterte supporters are targeting 100,000 participants on June 4. The number could grow
because people from other provinces are also expected to travel to the city for the party,

i
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PRO-11 spokesperson Andres dela Cerns said they have also coordinated with palice i the boundary
municipalities to conduct checkpoints for cars coming to Davao City,

Dela Cerna said all polize uniis were given directives to conduct inspections on all pecple going inside,

The Task Force Davao and Army units take charge for the periphery areas. 10th D Deputy
Commander BGen, Casiano Monilla said they will deplov people along river lines {o prevent entry

of people in non-designated entry points.

It may be recalled that during the simulianeous singing of the Philipping National Anthem on May 7. some
particinants took motorized boats 1o cross o the Crocodile Park.

So far, Monilla said they have nol received any security threats that will derail the event.

Meanwhile. Rhodeliz Poliguit, chief of the City Traffic and Transport Management Office. said thay wili
only implernent & "stop and Go” sysiam along the Carlos P. Garcia Highway near the Crocodile Park to
nrevent parking along the national highway that impedes movemant of vehicles,

According to Polisuil, they cannot impose & truck banr on national highwey during the day, Moloreveles are

j
not alsue allowad (o enler tne park area.

%
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Esperon laughs off talk about a coup d'etat against the Duterte

administration
From InterAksyon (May 25° Esperon laughs off talk about a coup d'etat against the Duterte administration

Retired Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr., in-coming national security adviser, debunked on
Wednesday (Mav 25) a coup rumor being fioated earlier by Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV acainst the
administration of incoming President Rodrige Duterte because of the latter's willinaness to work

with communist leaders in the government.

"Let's see if there is one or he {Trillanes] is just talking through air,” Esperon, a former chief of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said. "If ever there is, we will show them that staging

couns is not a solytion te problems.”

He said staging a coup d'etat would be just 2 "waste of time,” noting how past attempts at a2 coup
d'etat had never succeeded because of "lack of capability” of the plotters,

" think the Armed Forces has a learned a lot from past experiences,” Esperon said. "They must be
dreaming.”

Esperon was emong military figures during the administration of President Gloriz Macapagal-Arroyo.

From being chief of Philipine Army. Esperon was later appointed to the AFF top post after reporiedly
bathing out from a coup being staged in February 2008 against the Arroyve adminisiration by then Brig,

Gen. Danilc Lim.

Esperon was alsc among four generals implicated in the "Hellc Gargl” scandal. But they were cleared of
any involvement in the controversial 2004 presidential election won by Arroys against her closes! rival, the
late zcotion king Fernande Poe Jr.

In the 2018 presidential election, Esperon was just among many former generals who banded
together to support the candidacy of Duterte,

Duterte had said he would be appeinting 2 good number of former generals into kev government
positions, such as at the corruption-laden Bureau of Customs (BoC), the Bureau of Immigration
{Bl}, the Land Transportation Office (LTO)}, and the Department of National Defense (DND).

htipinteraksvon.comiarticle/ 128232 esperon-laughs-off-talk-about-a-coup-detal-aaainsi-the-duterte-

admirusiiaios:

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




