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_ csngressman in 2008, .

'}-Was d}rected to- 1mpleme 3y S
'_1mposed as an administrative penalty

‘against Villanueva, whowas found guilty
©of grave misconduct, serious dishonesty
.and conduct pre;ud1c1a1 to’ the m’ceres’t of

S enators see
constitutional crisis

. By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN.

Ombudsman Conchita Catpio-

missal from government service and
the filing of criminal charges against
Sen. Joel Villanueva for his alleged
misuse of pork barrel funds worth
P10 million when he was a party -list

Senate President Aqu;hn

the service. -

Pimentel will have to 1mmed1ate1y
impleiment the dismissal order or he
himself might end up facing admimstra-
tive charges, -+ °

Based on the rules of the Ofﬁce of the
Ombudsman; a pending appeal ormotion

“for reconsideration, which Villantieva has

filed, cannot stop the 1mp1ementataon,

‘of the anfrl-graft agencv 5 demsmns and

directives. .

Morales said Vﬂlanueva, who was
director general of the Technical Educa-
tion and Skills Development Authority
(TESDA) during the Aquino administra-
tion, would be charged with graft and
malversation of public funds through
falsification of public documents before

E the Sandlganbayan

_Mm:aies ordered: yesterday the dis- ;

His co-accused in the criminal cases
include former Department of Agricul-
ture secretary Arthur Yap, Villanueva's
staff Ronald Samonte and DA emplovee

Delia Ladera.
_ Also to be named respondents’ are

. Turnto Page 4
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Na‘aonal Agn-Busmess Corp
(NABCOR) representatives

Alan Javellana, Romaulo

Relevs, Wi Talie- villagalves

Johnson, Rhodora Mendoza

and Maria Ninez Guanizo, and

Aaron Foundation Philippines

Inc. (AFPI) president Alfredo

Ronguillo.

Ombudsmarn investigators ™
found that on-June 10, 2008, eV
the Departiment of Budget .

and Management {DBM) re-
leased P10 million as part of .
Villanueva's priority develop- -

ment assistance fund (PDAF)
or pork barrel as representative
of the-party-list group Citizens
Battle Against Corruption
(CIBAC) to be used “for the
implementation of agri-based
livelihood projects in the vari-
ous congressional districts in
Region XL”

Two days later, Villanueva
allegedly requested Yap to
release the amount to NAB-
COR as implementing agency,
with the AFPI as the partner
nor-government organization
(NGO}

On June 19, 2008, a memo-
randum of agreement (MOA)
was entered into between Yap,
as DA representative, and the
NABCOR allowing the utiliza-

~ton.of the pork barrel funds -
to purchase pechay, radish;”

sitaw, okra, hybrid yellow corn
seedlings, liquid fertilizersand
threshers from MJ Rickson
Trading Corp.

.The items procured were

..From.Page 1.

supposed to benefit the Tesi-

dents of the municipalities of °
sPantukan, Nabunturan, Tam--

such as accomplishment re-

.ports, disbursement reports,.
acceptarice reports and liqui-
_dation documents.

-Noting it was fraught with -

-irregularities and red flags, the

bongon, Bﬁngéb'ong; 'N'ﬁ'}?rlél-
pan, Mlpangl, Amslagan and

“Magsaysay in the provmce of :
-Compostela Valley.

“But in-depth field Vahda~'
'-_:_tion and investigation revealed-
that the localities were not"
ven suitable for farming as.

"p!antations

‘man said not a single name in
the purported list of benefi-
ciaries was a registered voter
or resident of the province
and local officials attested and
certified that no agri-based
livelihood projects were in-
plemented by AFPL
Documents also disclosed
that AFPI had no financial
capability to implement the

Plo-million project consider-.
“ing its measly capital stock’
-~gontribution of only P68,000.

.. Ombudsman field investi-
gators also found that the sup-
plier, MJ Rickson, could notbe
located in its business address
in Martiniko Street, Malabon
City and is not a business en-
ity licensed by the Fertilizer

found to have submitted fabii-

cated and undated documents

to support the “ghost project”

disallowed the P10-millicn

“transaction and issued a No-
“tice of Disallowance on Aug :
112, 2014,

In defense; V1llanueva-
clazmed during the prelimi-
v mve_stlgatmn that-his
e's-m the documents’. '

: ‘were forged
- The Office of the Ombuds»-

Morales, however, re]ected _
such’explanation and ruled

‘that “laws and regulations

were disregarded by public
respondents when Villanueva
directly selected NABCOR
and AFPI to implement his
livelihood projects and the
implementing agency officers
accepted and accommodated
Villanueva by faciiitating the
processing and approval of the
PDAF releases.” - -
- “NABCOR officers dld not
even bother to conduct adue--
diligence audit on-AFPT as to--
its technical and financial ca- -
pability and simply accepted -
and relied on 'the representa-
tion of Villanueva and AFPI
to undertake the projects in .

_contravention of existing pro~ :
‘and Pesticide Authority orreg- :
- istered with the Departmentof -
-Trade and Industry.
Respondents were also-

curement laws " shéadded: &7
‘Morales'¢ited" Supremef.
Court jurisprudence that,

:a Congressional Pork Barfel..:

Systemn, it is the legislator who °
exercises actual control and
custody of the PDAF shave.”

OFFICE OF THE AR
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- immediate
implementation

Section 27 of Republic Act
6770 or the Ombudsman Law

..that the heads of office-of gov-

ernment agencies. directed to

 implement decisions and orders

should carry vut the directive.
“It must be understood

.act on Villanueva’s appeal, =

-“There’s no urgency really -
on terminating a sitting sena-
tor,” he said. o

. The matter was discussed .

states that ™ all "provisionary
orders of the Office of the

Ombudsman are immediately

effective and executory.”
Also, Rule I, Section 7 of

the anti-graft agency’s Rules -
of Procedure states that while:

decisions can be. appealed,
motiorns for reconsideration

‘cannot stop implémentation.

“An appeal shall not stop

the decision from being ex- .

ecutory. In case the penalty is
suspeénsion or removal and the
respondent wins such appeal,
he shall be considered as hav-
ing been under preventive sus-
pension and shall be paid the
salary and such other emolu-
ments that he did not receive
by reason of the suspension or
removal,” the rules read.

“A decision of the Office of
the Ombudsman in adminis-

tretive cases shall be executed -

as a matter of course: The

Office of the Ombudsman .

shall ensure that the deci-
sicn shall be strictly enforced
and properly implemented.
The retusal or failure by any
officer without just cause to

comply with an’ order of the -
‘Office of..%héﬁ--f_(:_)mbt_ids_mari' to:
retmiove, suspend; demote, fine

or censure shall be a ground for

disciplinary action against said

officer,” the rules stress.

In October 2013, Ombuds- -

man Morales even issued an
office order that clearly states

that pursuant to Section 26 of

Republic Act 6770, any delay

‘or refusal to comply with

the referral or directive shall
constitute a ground for admin-
istrative disciplinary action

‘against the officer oremployee
to.whom it-was. addressed,”
.’___Mo:_ga_les sf;_l_fes_sgc_i_.__. et
 Constitutional

crisis

~‘Senators warned yesterday

of a constitutional crisis if the
Office of Ombudsman insists
on dismissing Villanueva over
his alleged misuse of pork bar-
rel funds when he was a party-

list lJawmaker in 2008,

Senate Majority Leader
Vicente Sotto [H said under
Republic Act 6770 or the Om-
budsman Act of 1989, the om-

budsman’s. disciplinary pow--

ers do not extend to members

-of Congress.and the judiciary.

“There is misinterpretation
of the law here or even abuse
of authority,” Sotto told report-
ers. “There is already a consti-
tutional crisis here triggered
(by the ombudsman).”

- Pimentel: said he received
“'theiorder of the ombudsman.
“last Nov. Z:asking him t6 sub-~

mit a compliance report in 30
days. '

‘7 *There’s no need to rush ac-

tion on this,” Pimentel said, add-
ing the chamber is likely to siton
the order untii the higher courts

during the plenary session after

Pimentel referred the ombuds-

“mar’s order to the committee on

rules chaired by Sotto. . . -
Sotto, however, did not
immediately act on the refer- -

-ral and expressed reluctance -
“to-accept the order as’he felt”
- ..the Office of the Ombudsman -
" -overstepped its bounds, © ¢

He also cited Senate Resolu-

. tion 82 filed by the laté Senate -

president Ernesto Maceda
that expressed the sense of the
chamber against any judicial
order to suspend a senator.
Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Franklin Drilon agreed
with Sotto on his interpreta-
tion of the ombudsman’s role
and cited the Constitution
where it states Congress is
given the power to discipline

and expel its members;
- Drilon explained _%hé_case' '
“wasnovel as the ombudsman

felt that it has jurisdiction over
Villanueva as the dismissal
was when he was still head of
TESDA. :
However, the dismissal
order inctuded an accessory
Eenai_tji‘, of perpetual ban from
tolding public office, which -
meant it extended to his being
a senator. R
. Sen. Leila de Lima, who
was the one who sought Vil-

‘lanueva’s prosecution when

she was justice secretary, de-
clined to comment.

i
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By ="a#.'ince F. Nonato
and Christine 0. Avendane

w

@Team_Inquirer

Ombudsman Conchita Carpio
Morales has crdered the dis-
missal of Sen. joel Villanueva,
aka Tesdaman. for allegedly mis-
using his pork barrel funds when
he was the representative in the
House of an anticorruption par-
ty-list group. : S

At the same time, Morales

ordered-the filing of criminal

charges in the Sandiganbayan
against the senator and nine
others found liable for the re-
iease of P1o miilion of his con-
gressional  Priority - Develop-
ment Assistance Fund (PDAF) to
a “ghost” livelihood profect in
CompostelaValley, .ol
o Villanueva ‘was the “repre:
sentative of the Citizens’ Battle
Against Corruption (Cibac} in
the House before he was ap-
pointed by then President Be-
nigne Aguino I director gener-
al of the Technical Education
and Skills Development Author-
ity (Tesda) in 2010.

In a statement, Villanueva
sald he had filed his appeal with
the antigraft watchdog, but
added he would leave to Senate
President Aquilino Pimentel 111
the matter of his dismissal.

Fabricated evidence
Villanueva said the evidence

.against him was fabricated. “Up
“to this day, I maintain my inno-

cence,” he said.

Pimentel said he ‘would
await the outcome of Villanue-
va’s appeal before deciding on
the dismissal recommendation.

_In ordering the senaror’s dis-
missal from public office, Morales
held Villanueva administratively
liable for grave misconduct, seri-
ous dishonesty and conduct prej-

udicial to-thie interest of the sar:

" vice. She directed Pimentel to im-

“‘plement the dismissal.
“'Thé case zgainst Villanueva

outlined ﬁvo counts of violation
of Section 3(e} of the Anti-Graft
and Corrupt Practices Act, and

one count each for malversation

of public fufids and malversa-

tion .through falsification -of .

public documents.

" Charge sheet .
Others ordered charged are -
former Agriculture Secretary and
now Bohol Rep. Arthur Yap, Vil- -
lanueva's staffer Ronald Sa-
monte, Department of Agricul-
ture employee Delia Ladera, and
National  Agribusiness Corp. -
(Nabcor) officials Alan Javellana,
Romulo Relevo, Ma. ulie Villaral-
vo-Johnson, Rhodora Mendoza,
and Maria Ninez Guanizo and Al-
fredo Ronguillo, president of
Aaron . Foundation Philippines,
JAc (AFPI. S
= The »Ombudstman “filed if
August last year an administra-
tive complaint against Villanue-
va in connection with the al-
‘leged irregular purchase, using
his PDAF allocation, of veg-
etable seedlings distributed in
:Compostela Valley. e
.The case arose from. Vil

lanueva’s request on June 12,
' 2008, to release Pio million of

- his PDAF to Nahcor, which was

tapped to implement the project
together with AFPI as partner
Jiongovernment organization.
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Phantom beneficiaries
‘The amount was earmarked
for agri-based livelihood pro-
jects meant to benefir the resi-
dents of eight towns in Com-

contribution of enly P68,000,
Investigators could also not
locate the supplier MJ Rickson

buy  various seedlings, liquid
fertilizers and threshers from
MJ Rickson Trading Corp.

Ombudsman investigators
Iater found that no one on the
supposed list of beneficiaries was
aregistered votér in the province.
Local“officials attested that rig
livelihcod projects were imple-
mented by AFPL

Italso turned out the chosen
logalities were not suitable for
farming because most of the
land was occupied by banana
and coconut plantations.

Documents alse showed that
AFPI had no financial capability to
implement the Pio-million pro-
Ject considering irs capital stock

-postela-Valley: Tt was 0§sd 15 ,

it was not registered with either
the Fertilizer and Pesticide Au-
thority or the Department of
Trade and Industry. .

The . respondents. also .al-

legedly submitted fabricateg
and undated documents, such

. as accomplishment reperts, dis-

bursement reports-and liguida-
tion documents, to support the
“ghost project.” .

The Commission on Audit
later issued a notice of disal-
lowance on Aug. 12, 2014, be-
Cause of the supposed irregular-
ity in the transaction,

PORKMISUSE Sen. Joel Villanueva maintains his innocence an

charges he misused pork barrel funds when he was a pa_rty-list
congressman. He is leaving if.te Senate President Aquilino

I—_— Pimentel Ill to act on the disifiissal order of Ombudsman
Conchita Carpio Morales, —iNGUIRER PHOTO

at.its-business-address-and- that—-

curementlaws,” she said. .

Due diligence audit
Morales said that Villanueva
disregarded various laws’ and
regulations when he “directly se-
lected Nabcor and AFPI” to im-
plement his fivelihood projects...
~_“Nabeor officers did noteven

bother to conduct a due ditigence’
audit on AFPI as to its technical
and financial capability and sim-
ply accepted and relied on the
representation of Villanueva and
AFPI to undertake the projects in -
contravention of existing :pro- _

. Morales stressed that under -
the * congressional -pork ‘barrel

system, “it is the legislatar wWho

exercises actual controf and
custody of the PDAF share.”

Villanueva has another
pending case with the Office of
the Ombudsman in connection
to.a third batch of pork barrel
stam cases involving fake foun-
dations allegedly controlled by
businesswoman Jamet Lim.
Napoles. ’

During Monday’s session,
Senate Majority Leader Vicente

Sotto. Il .said. that -under: the

Ombudsman’s -Act, the “otfice
could not discipline mesibers of
Congress.. R

‘Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Franklin Drilon said that
the matter should be brought to
the courts. INQ

2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

z people. Securing the land.
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v Army s 3rd Infaritry Division: (3!9} s
. basedin Jamindan, Capiz, since’ i
© " December 2015, /As 31D cemmander
“Cabreros was resporisible in the ™o
implernentation of the Artiy's
“Internal Peace and Securrty
" Operations in Western and: Centra[
- Visayas regions sUchag’ campaigns
<7 against the CPPNPA; Bayanlhan
< Team Activities; andvarious peace
~-angd deveiOpmpnt pmgrams (Yas D
Ocampo) e ; :
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ZAMBOANGACITY ~Four
soldiers were wounded in a
roadside bombing in the out-

skirts of Lamitan City, Basilan.

improvised bomb planted by

suspected Abu Saygaf bandits.

went off along the highway in

‘Barangay Sabong at around

soldiers were taken to a
hospital in Lamitan before they
were airlifted to the Camp
Navarro General Hospital. .

ing
had been scou:cmg Basilan and -
nearby areas in search for six

Vietnamese sailors taken from
" a Davao-bound cargo ship'iti

yesterday. : e i e Pursuit 6pérefions were  Basilan strait by ‘suspected:

Members of the Tth-Army -~ Col: Cirilo-Donato,: launched for the rebels,. .. .. . AbuSayyaf gunmen on Friday

Scout Ranger Co. were con- commander of the 104th Azmy - Soldiers selanging to the ‘moming.. i

ducting foot patrol when an- Brigade, said the wounded Western Mindanao Cornmand - Rogl Parefio, Jaime Laude
U2 LFRLIRE - Zmz omnc seonest ZULDgmancor - Te no ULOBSEFEET _ozp E2EF IleT
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;....n.sldiiers

wounded
in Lamitan

Four govern t soidlers were._
hurt after an improvised explosive
device (ED) exploded while they were
conducting foot patml operatmns n’

- Lamitan City, Basilan on Monday.
- Army Major Filéemon Tan, the '
spokesman of the Armed Forees of the
Philippines (AFP) Western Mindanao
Command (WestMinCom), disclosed _
“that the incident happened at about
S:5am.in Barangay Sabong, Lamitan
: City, Basilan. '
Tan said a section of the 14th Special
. Reaction Company-Special Operations
- Command.(SRC-SOC) under Sgt. Bala
~was.on foot patrol When the team was
. }nt by anIEDR. 55
.. As aresult three SRC members :
”were wounded. i '
' Tan said members of the Thlrd
. Special Reaction Brigade reinforced
~the team, and rescued the wounded
'Lpersonneiand brought them to La,mxtan
_Hospltal for treatment. X e -

; _ambulance 5 :
At about 10:15 the same’ day, the"-
wounded personnel were transferred
to Camp Navarro General Hospital in
Zamboanga City on board an SF Condor
of the 4th Special Forces Battalion.

The military is investigating the
incident.

Troops continue to assist the police
in the conduct of investigation and pur-
suit operations. (Francis T Wakefield)
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4%3'@&3@5 hurt
in Basilan

FOUR elite troops were wound-
=d when one of them stepped on
aplanted irnprovised explosive
sdevice ~while - on - foot -patrol -
‘Monday in Barangay Sabong,
Lamitan City, Basilan, Major
Felimen Tan Jr, spokesman of
the Western Mindanao Com-
mand, said.

Tan did not give the names
of the wounded but he said all
were ative and quickly zidifted
to the nearest military hospital
for medical treatment.

Tan said the explosion hap-
pened at around 9:15 a.m, while
condugting  pursult  opera-
tions of a group of Abu Sayyaf
Group. Florante 5. Solmerin
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-~ COTABATO CITY - Four Moro i‘s«
lami¢ Liberation Front (MILF) ﬁghters
were lalled while three of their comrades
were wounded in a elash with a “Iarge
artned group of drug traffickers” in two
villages in Balindong, Lanao del Sus,
Manila Bulletin sources reported.

The' casualties came after a fire-
fight reportedly erupted befween the
group of Northwest Front Commander
Abdurabhman “Bravo” Macapaar, a
staimeh anti-iflegal drugs advocate; and
armed followers of an elected official in

_ the villages Debarosan and Bualan in
Balindong town.

. MILF former peace panehst Robert
Maulana-A. Marohombsar said the
clashing groups were still trading sniper

_shotson Saturday, saying that casualties

“from the “large armed group of drug .

traffickers” were still unknown,
*As of this tfme, MILF forces ‘have
Suxroundéd Bualan, even as the IMT (-
‘ternatiorial Monitoring Team) and other
peace bodies have trekked to the area.of
‘conflictto-forge a truce,” Marchombsar

_said in a social media post Sunday.
He said one of the confirmed fa-
talities was a son of Lanao-based MIEF
. Second Vice Chair Aleem Soiaunan

i Pangaiian.

- tior Group, said the firefight started wh

civilians, sending in his own ‘ernissari s -

Representatives of the multi-nation
IMTwere reportedly tz:;nng bomtervene

and stop the fighting. -
- An earlier report from. Usama Alz :
core chair of the MILF’s Ad Hoc Joint Ac: ..

acrelative of the village chair of Debaros
san demanded the release one of seven
people the MILF arrested onsuspicion of
involvement in illegal drugs trade; %
He- did ot name the Debargsan vil-
lage chair, but identified his brother asa
core member of alocal extremist group
espousing the jihadist ideology of the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.. -+
The unnamed vzllage official hiad
reportedly succeeded in retrieving his
sister; who was one of seven suspects ar-
rested earlier by the group of Macapaar,
But according to the Marawi City-
based Army’s 103rd Infaniry Brigade,
Macapaar immediately Tesponded by ™
herding his men to barangays Debarosan
andBua]antotakebackﬁlewﬂage official’s -
sister However, they were met by heavy :
resistancé by a heavily-armed group. ©*
PField reports said two houses and :
a school building were torched at the
height of the fighting. .
Lanao del Sur Vice Governor- Ma—- _
mintal Adiong Jr. has asked both i s
stop armed confrontation for the sake of -

for pacification ¢fforts.
_The MILF 1eadersh1p ax: :
terte administration had’ agreed' to-
wage a joint war agamst ﬂlegal_ :
last August S
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SEND-OFF CEREMONY |

B O T - !

Soacng T AbAn Samtiago oo e izan fa oo T

ayanihan sa Barangay

4 1B MASIN, ALCALA, Cagayan-(DWDD)--The-1 Tih-Infantry {Do.or.Die). Battalion, 57 Infantny DIISION o

conducted the Opening and Send-Off Ceremony of the troops that will implement “Bayanihan sa Barangay” at

Allacapan, Cagayar.
Cpt Rodolfo .J Lucas (FA), the Executive Officer of 171B and other Officers and Men of 171B together with the
Local Government Unit of Allacapan headed by Hon. Harry Florida, Municipal Mayor and P Chief insp Rodel

Tabuiog, Chief of Police of Allacapan initiates the opening and send-off ceremony.

i

T ¥ The Local Government Unit of Allacapan warmly welcomed the
bayanihan teams and expressed their full support o the aclivity. The bayanihan activities will be conducted at the
six (6) barangays of Allacapani namely: Capanikian Norte, Capanikian Sur, Utan, Binobongan, Dalayap and
Tubel.

2Lt Donabell R Rapi (CE), the Civil-Military Operations Gfficer of 17IB discussed the background of the bayanihan
and explained its purpose. She said that their objective in conducting such bayanihan is to heip the said
barangays tc live peacefully, facilitate its development, extend basic services, tie up to the other government
agencies in bringing their programs and services, and heip the PNP Allacapan in anti-drug campaign, anii-
criminatity and support fo law enforcement.

- sHon. Florida stressed out to his constituents that their {(bayanihan
teams) stay o their barangays doesn’t mean to conduct “militarization” but instead to conduct bayanihan sa
barangay and support the PNP. He also assured the bayanihan teams for his full support to their endeavor.

The send-off ceremony were also withessed by the Sangguniang Bayan of Allacapan, Barangay Captains of the
other Barangays of the municipality, PNP and other stakehclders involved. 171B f MCAG




BLOOD LETTING | TRADOC Donates 48,600cc of
Blood to AFP Medical Center

Posted by Alvin Santiago on November 14, 2016 at 7:44 PM

CAPAS, Tarlac (DWDD ~ The soldiers of the Philippine Army’s Training and Doctrine Command
(TRADQC), under Brig. Gen. Herminigiido Francisco C. Aquino donated 48,600 cc of blood to the Armed
Forces of the Philippines Medical Center (AFPMC) V-Luna, through a biocodietting activity at the

TRADOC Grandstand 8:00 a.m., November 14, 2016.

L ; Gen. Aquino said that the activity will provide AFPMC with adequate
supply of blocd 1o sustain its requiremnents for the soidiers, dependents and civilians who are undergoing
freatment or in need of blood. “The blood we donated will heip save and proiong lives of patients, BGen.

Aquino saic

TRADOC will be celebrating its 65" founding anniversary on November 18, with this year's theme: “/ka-
Anim Napu't Limang Taong Katuwang sa Paglinang ng Talino’t Kakayahan ng Kasundalohan:
Pundasyon ng Malakas na Hukbong Katihan”. PAC TRADOC / MCAG
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SINUSURI i reserves Army Col. Francis. Tolenting ang M16 Assault rifle na ibinigay |
ni Caloocan: City- Mayor Oscar Malapitan: sa’ furnover ceremony. at change- of com-
mand ng 1501st Infantry Brigade Ready Reserve Philippine Army sa Eondon Tech,
Brgy. 80, Caloocan City. R ... JOJO RABULAN |
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e Armed Forces of the Phil-

"ippines (AFP) said yester-

“day that it:was still verifying

Lo i Whether o not Abu Sayyaf

; Group (ASG) terrorists were the ones

" behind the abduction of six Vietnamese

atlors in the waters near Sibago island
¥ Basilan province on Friday:

_tuto Padilla disclosed that, since report

of the abduction three days ago, they

..+ have yet to establish if the Abu Sayyaf
-~ ~was indeed behind the incident.

- He added that no group-has come

- forward or has sent word to take re-
+ sponsibility for the abduction. -

<75 "Not yet, not yet. We still cannot

.. say if indeed they (Abu Sayyaf) had a

< hand on the incident. That's why on our

+ reportwhat we put their is armed men,”
Padilla said during an inferview.

“#AFP Spokesman, Brig. Gen. Resti-

» yi theywere O Heide :
' behmd (the abduction). There is always  the armed rien s the ship’s captain Pham
‘that possibility that another group

'mlght be behind it," be added -

Padilla- stressed that the military

. had been trying to- pmpomt the loca-

tion of the Vietnamese since they went
missing last Friday.

"The AFP Western Mindanao Com-
mand immediately Jaunched an area
search and, up te this time, that is stili
ongoing. Efforts are being made to find
them," Padilla said: -

When asked if the vmtxms were
brought to Basilan; Padilla said: "I don't

-have anyinformationrandifFdo, Fm not
“at liberty totell it," he-said. ==

- REarlier, authorities’ were able to

* gather information from Liai Minh Kao,

a crew member of the Vietname boat
Royal 16, which was attacked by atleast
10 armed men while travehng from Viet-
nam to Davao at around 5. a.m. Friday.

Min Tuan and crew members Do Trung

Hiey, Hoang Vo, Tran Khaé Duing, Huang

Trung Thong and Huang Van Hai.

The ship according to a report was s

carrying a load of cement when the
seajacking occurred. :

The AFP Western Mmdanao Com-
mand said Lai is now recuperating at
the Brent Hospital here after he was
shot by the attackers, who were be-
Heved to be ASG bandits. .- ¢

Zamboanga City Coast Guard Sta-
tion Commander - Jerome Cayahyab

earlier said-they received-a: call: from. .

the ship captain of " container ship

“M/V Loreon-llo-llo; informing them -
of a distressed ship they mghted near

Sibago island.

Cayabyab said they 1mmed1&tely '

responded to the eall, and tracked down

the Vietnam ﬂag—_bear_mg ship. ol
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iled . to --adopt yesterday'._ - i
2 resolution opposing the opportumtv to defend the -

burial of the late strongs " truth and éur history ﬁ:‘omr."{' .

“the Mircoses’ historical iliri¢ ; . Senators Gresorio Hoo

-Ferdinand Marcos - g .
at the Libingan ng mga- revisionism and negatlom_ Senators Paolo Benigno masan, Richard Gordon
Bavam in Taguig City. .1sm.” _ o Aquine IV, Eeila de Lima, Lo Turmto Paged ¢

S @H&KOTS From Page 1 -

Panfilo Lacson, Manny Pacquiao and
Cynthia Villar voted against aduphng the :
resolution. U . '
Minority Leader Ralph Rect{} and Sena-_-.
tors Juan Edgardo Angara, Nancy Binay, -
Francis Escudero, Sherwin Gatchalian and -
Juan Miguel Zubiri abstained. :
. Hontiveros filed the resolution after
the Supreme Court upheld President Du-
terte’s authority to decide to have Marcos
buried in the cemetery for Flhp1 noheroes.
“The SChad ruled thatitis legal tobury::
“former president Ferdinand Marcos at: the
Libingan ng Bayant and said that there is
no grave abuse of discretion. I respect the
decsion of the SC..But having said that,
Ibelieve that former premdent Marcos'i I8

m
()
1
L
1
]
L
}
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nota hero. Perhaps he can be buried there * ple x@f_oul&i‘_neiréf_ torget the crimes of the
becatise he was a former president and a” dictatorshipi oo '

former soldier,” Rectosaid. ... The protests will hold to account Du-..
Escudero said the issue has been de- - terte and his alliance with the Marcoses. It
bated-for over 30 years and it's time for should be an indictment of our bankrupt -
the nation to put the matter to rest “so we _political system which has continuous y.
can concentrate on the Filipinos.” - Yewaf‘_i‘i'd plundeters and rights vxolato;g '
o Anges minained i posion that Befin sy gl et Reyed
i:f(ém;dﬁ; ST BROWK s Gerae _ﬂ-n:;__.a tinuing educgﬁqr;i_;_'pf the current genera-- -
i Lacson said he could not vote for the Homon the crimes and abuses committed:
“neasure as the SC hasmade a ruling, while . 21 R
Zubiri pointed out the ruling did ot decide "~ FHSTOLY (€S59RS WILDE: i
o whether Marcos was a hero or not. fxiee?ﬂ;nﬁgﬁgb’ o h{gg? Se aﬁiteacit
.+ Drilon and De Lima said they voted yes of his tory & st -é:ogtinue- wh e}revge? g
because the Senate has the r1ghf€ toeXpress  q. ororm ay be iriferred.” o
s Sg‘t‘ge‘;t asa p(c)ihhc?g. ms{:ﬁut-é%n. d Reyes said should the burial proceed -
... —nine disnuissed petition, the SC sa anytime this year, all roads would lead to
this was a political decision. The Senate as the Libingan “in what would be a national
a political bedy has every right to express day of rage and remembering.”
-its sentiment, especially on a political de- e gnstrations will be carried out in
cision. It is not disrespect for the SC. We  ,p major cities in the country coinciding
place ourselves on the f’ECOI"d. Lethistory ith a huge protest near the burial site,
judge us after this day,” Drilon said. . o gaid o -
- Meanwhile, Presidential Communica- “We call on the people from all walks
tions Secretary Martin Andanar apolo-  ofiife to stand for truth and justice. Never
_gized for calling those opposing Marcos’ _again, there would be no honors for.the -
-bumal at Libingan temperamental brats. - dictator. Justice for all victims of martial
Al_l_d&l’faf used the tEIIf;I_lﬂfﬁlIS NeWs- Jaw and state terror,”. the group said.- -
paper column to express his frustration- -« Baimn S aupyn s o
““against those who seek to divide the - _B.m'y hlm SOMEWhere egse’.
“country for reason that have nothing to s Alpir?;‘hs’f élat}rmaker urg%d Mazcos” _
-do with genuine patriotism and civicduty. 1amily to bury the former president some- -
“It was never my intention to trivial- Where EI?E to a"o_l__d polarization and .Iet
ize, diminish or in any way denigrate the hm,} rest in peace; "~ S
~struggles of the survivors of martial law I am 3PP931F?§._FO the Malrc._os_esh to -
“and: those who oppose former pr ident._.;j}?ﬁ-_'ggng@?égl gmﬁd bBY bt;f{}émg
arcos,” he said in a'staternent. - ¢ ML somMewnere: - Ako Bieol Rep.
2 “Eé‘e saiding d protecte  RodelBatocabe told joumalistsinanews
widespread protesis . onterence, adding that Marcos shouldbe

- =Militant group Bagong Alyansang allowed to rest iripeace. " - Fee
““Makabayan (Bayan) yesterday warned - Batocabe made the appeal in the wake
-+ of ¢ontinuous and widespread demon- _of threats by militant groups and victims .
“strations to protest Marcos’ burial at the - of human rights diiring the dictatorship
‘ SR that they would

" Libingan. G S VoW never forgive Marcos -
7 The group said mass gatherings and - should hebe buried at the Libingan. =
" protest actions are necessary to dissuade | = Paolo-Romero, Alexis Romero, Rhodi~
-Duterte from carrying out the burial and 'na Villanueva, Delon Porcalla, Non -
- effectively send a message that the peo~ Alquitran -~ .0 T
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Pahina.
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| mx.x'mm INFORMER

Ang bzkﬁma &y nakx]aja Iang' §
12 “Juela’? umano’ 3 mlht,aly informer s
._naturang iungsod .
akata&o umano an ma nang
lapitan ng mga Suspek at agad pmafzbabanl e
“hanggangsamapatay, : :
Inaalam na ngavon ng mga awtondad i
-ang pagkatao ng mga salann : s
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rit of habeas corps

Sz kasaysayan ng-Pilipinas,
AlEWANE Pangulo pa tang ang nag-

suspendi ng writ of habeas corpus
at nagkataong parehiong Ilocano.
ang dalawang pinuno ng bansa,
Ang una ay si Pangulong Elpi-
dio Quirino na pagpasyang suspin-
dihin ang writ of habeas corpus sa -
harap ng lumalalang yebelyon ng -
Hukbong Mapagpalaya tig Bayan
(HMB) na pinamumiauan ni Luis
Taruc st ng Partids: Komunistang -
§ Pilipinas (PKP) na pinamumuinuan
j i Jesus Lava noong 1951-52. - :
I Ang ikalawa ay si Pangulong
| Ferdinand Marcos na nagpasyang
! * isuspendi ang writ matapos ang
1971 Plaza Miranda na kanyang ibinintang sa muling-tatag
na Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) ni Jose Maria
Sison at New People’s Army (NPA) na itinatag sa pangunguna
ni Bernabe Buscayno alyas Ka Dante. T

Pero naging permarnente ang haturang suspensyon nang
ideklara ni Marcos ang Batas Militar noong Setyembre 2],
1972 na nagbigay daan sa kanyang pagiging dikiador hang-
gang Pebrero 1986, .

Ang writ of habeas Ccorpus ay isz sa mga pribilehiyo sa Sa-
ligang Batas na nagtitiyak na walang puwedeng maging biktima.
ngiligal na detensyon dahil kailangan iliarap sd hukuman ang
mga-arestado para mabasahan ng sakdal at $a'gayo’y maging
ligal ang kanyang detensyon: = - e B

. Ayou sa ating 1987 Constitution, maari lang suspindihin ang -
writ of habeas corpus kung mayroong paglusob at pagsakop sa
Pilipinas ng isang dayubang bansa o mayroong malaganap na
rebelyon na nagnanais pabagsakin ang gobyerno. B

Kaya nga marami ang umalma nang sabihin ni Pangulong
Rodrigo Duterte na piinag-iisipan nivang suspindihin ang
writ of habeas corpus sa gitna Dg rumaragasang kampariya ng

gobyerno lzban sa kriminatidad at iligal na'drog e
s Lithang Seiador ang agad'na kumontra sd pia

R L
‘Dutérte st Kabilang" dito ang mga Liberal Party senators na -
sina Franklin Drilan, 7 Pangilinan, Leila de Lima st Bam -
“Aguine na nagsabing hind! basehan ang alf-out war laban sa |
"iligal na droga para sa suspeisyon sa pribilehiyo ng wiit of

habeas corpus. _ R
i Walaring rebelyen na nagaganap sa kasahikuyan dahil may :
urniiral na peace taiks sa pagitan ng pamahalaan at ng National
Demoeratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP)} at wala na Hng
giyera sa pagitan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP)
at ng Moro Islamic Liberation Froat (MILF ) at Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF). ’ R
-~ Sinabi naman i Senador Panfile Lacson na hind: tutnitegma
ang naturang Suspensyon ng writ sa mga tagumpay na nakamit
ng Philippine National Police (PNP) sa kampanya laban s4
kriminalidad at iligal na droga. o .

- . .- Base sa opisyal na report ng PNP kamakailan, bumaba ng
49 percent ang kriminalidad sa buong bangs mula nang maging
Pangulo si Duterte at ilunsad ng PNP ang all-out war laban sa
iligal na droga at kriminalidad. '

_siCommunications Secretary Martin Andanar ang nagsabi

na hindi seryoso si President Rody sa kenyang panukala dt 4, {02} 845-0585 Local: 5285, 5295

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL!  maituring na plutang lang 10 0g Fangart gt o pop

na mga kontrobersyal na pahayag nito na binabawi tin niva 3 jand.
AMy  pagkatapos. Sana nga.
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hy should we care where Ferdinand
Marcos is buried? He is long dead.
! Let them firally stick him in the

beside the point. :

The Libingan ng mga Bayam is the
graveyard of the Establishment, to use a
19605 word. Would Jose Ma. Sison be buried
in it? Not likely. Wiil Sison’s name be en-
shrined at the Bantayog ng mga Bayani?
Maybe not even. Sison missed his chance at
martyrdom a long time ago. Would Nur
Misuari be buried in the Libingan? Not like-
ly either. He is always elsewhere, where
there is no fighting, uniike the Moro fight-
ers who wrote “Victory or to the graveyard”
in their blood and died where they stood:

Visit the Libingan ng mga Bayani and
youwwillbeina sea of sirnple white crosses. ™

Thete is sameness and anonymity. You
will be hard put to locate a'grave'if yod do
not know exactly where it is. Weathered by
the elements, the names engraved on
many of the crosses can hardiy be read.
There is silence, except when a plane
passes very low overhead, as it is directly
under the path of aircraft landing at the Ni-
noy. Aqmno [nternational Airport. And

" share, a-common destmy, a common fate.

: ground and be done with it. Thatit
is ground where the nation: birries those .
who; dedicated their lives to- its'service is

g ‘the very palpable feeling - of an
“absolute dirnension that we know we all

Bury “"‘-arcos ﬂght on

2&%‘?8&%&%‘%"%% ;

_ RODER CK"{‘OLEDO

.I Was in my senior year in hxgh school

.‘When we studied “Antigone,” one of the
grest Greek tragedies. It was also the year
~when martial law was declared, when

agents ‘of the Military Intelligence Group
came to our house in the night and arrest-
ed me without a warrant, just two days

past, my 17th birthday. Antigone and |,
- what did we have in common? I suppose

the desire to do what we thought was right.
Antigone wanted to bury her rebel brother,
Polyneices, instead of allowing his body to
rot in the sun as decreed by her uncle, King

Creon Greek tragedy being what it is, of
everyone in the cast diés, except .
for the stubborn and prideful Creon, who _3

“loses everyone he loves and must bear the -
i dead but at ‘those’ wh'

" Marcosian legacy of murder, 'p'lunder and ;"

unbedrahle consequernces of his hubris, -

Here we are, like the Greek chorus, com-
menting on the acticn unfolding befare us,
Was the Marcos regime a golden era for the
country? This is historical revisionism,
most certainly. But hwtory is revising itself

Why are the Neo-Nazis very much alive and

i :Patroi unabie 0 stem the t1

cyele of conflict and struggle and’it. will .
never end, for 'we m :

~ continue the fight, Ferdmand Maxcos 1s m :

-alk the fime:, Why is Islam occupying Eu- the dustbin:;

“rope, centuries after the Européans’ sal.hed_j :

 body may lie,
forth to take the Holy Land from the Arabs? =0 sl

kldung in GermanyO Why is commumst
China now the foremost ‘exponent of capi- -
tahsm? Why are the. Israells and Palesnm-

crossing thé Rio Grande and” Wannng to live

‘and work in land that wasonce theirs? Why, -
“despite my days and nights at the barri-

cades of Edsa and the retakmg of Mala- -

‘caflang in 1986, havé I attended just

one comrmemoration of that momentous,
liberating event?

If we are to leamn anythu:g from Greek
tragedy, it is to realize that nothing is preoz-
dained, that we do not livein an orderly uni-
verse. The tragedy of our situation is some-
times we think there is lineatity and logic in
our political life. There is none: There is the

and continue to do what we thmk
- Ourire should no be

corruption, those who walk this earth re-
morseless and unashamed: Let his body be
removed from the field of battle and let us

Roderick Toledo is a freelance commusication projects manéger.







