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B Confessed drug lerd Kerwin
Espinosa testifiestep police

officials were onkis payroll

[
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hn a restimony that made Philip-
pine Naticnal Folice Director
eneral Ronald dela Hose cry.
coanswd drug lord Kerwir Es-
pinosa o1 Wednesday disclosed
cne full extent of police involve-
nen; in his illegal drug trade.
Espincse sai¢ he did busi-
1es: with policemen manning
‘hezlkpoints to rezional officials

STORY BY CH RISTINE O. AVENDARO, TARRA QUISMIUND

0 AND JEANNETTEL ANDRADE

B way God forgive you, De Lima
tells Espinosa as she denies

recelving money from him

B My father-mayor had nothing

to do with my drug racket,
Espinosa tells Senate inguiry

i Sen. Leila de Limz and top
police officials whom Lspinosa
aid were on his payroll all de-

nied wrongdoeing.
The high palice officials in-

.:::luded those who participated

ip the Nov. 5 raid on the Levie
subprovincial jail where Ker-
win's father was killed.

*  “I'donot know now whom Lo
believe,” said Dela Rosa, nich-
pamed “Bato,” who unabashed-
Iy cried during the nine-hour
netionally televised hearing in
the Senate.

b

- "1 place in God the PNF. |
love the organization .. there
are still many policemen who
can be trusted,” he said.
'_ Espiuose said that in
clld.nge for protection, he paid ofy
De Lima. retired Chief Supt. Vi-
cente Loot, one of the top officials
President Duterte haa accusec of
involvemen: i the illegal drug
tade. as wel as three police offi-
cers vio were implicated inn the
kiliing of hir father, Albuera vay-
or kolande Espines Sr.

ax-

Espinosa, who fied the coun-
frv in june fearing for hics life af-
ter Mr. Dulerte promised = re-
lentless war on narcotics. finally
faced the Senate compiuttes in-
vestigating the death of his fatier
during 2 police raid oL the Levte
subprovincial jail on Moy, 5. )

. He deailed the networl: of
protectors that he had buil 1o

L

ihemselves suppying “shabu”
M - 1oC - 20 R Al SO - 8l
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 ONDRUG PAYROLL? Chief Insp.L

investigation and Detection Group, have
econd appearance

chield his business, which
earnad him P4o million to P50
million yearly.
. The 36-vear-old, who said he
went by the code name “Bat-
man” in his drup transactions,
" alsoputlined how drug convicts
"‘were able to continue their ac-
. tivities while in jail
! .. Before Espinosa testified be-
. fore the Senate committee oIl
. public order and dangerous
; drugs, his lawyer had sought im-
" munity for him. Espinosz was
captured in Abu Dhabi and was
returned to the country las week.
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, the coni-

¢ seelr

mittee chalr, sait he woul
the approval of Selaie President
Aquilino Pimentet 11} for the im-
munity requesi on & motion of
Majority Leader Vicere Sotlo
ML, whicl: was ungpposes.

On pavroll
Among the people whom Es-
pinosa said were on his payroll
were:
¢ De Lima—& tomal of P&

-million through her former

b-odyguard and boviriend Ron-
nie Dayan. He said he rhet her

personally at Burnham Parl: in

Baguio Gity in November last
year after Dayan arranged it.

-« Supt. Marvin Marcos, di-
rector of the Criminal Investiga-
tion and Detection Group in
Eastern Visavas—P3 million to
fund the election campaign of
his wife'in May.

¢ Chief'lnsp. L.eo Laraga, who

shot Espinesa’s father dead dur-
ing the NWow. 5 raid—FP20,000

weekly.
& Supl, Santi Noel Matira,

raiding team supervisor in the
Levte jail 2ssault—Pi5. 000 week-
Iy, increased to Pzo,000 weekly
after his operations widened
through Eastern Visayas.

& The biggest police official
he named on his payroll was Loot,
now mayar of Daanbantayan, Ce-
bu province, who allegedly re-
ceived P120,000 per month

He said Larage had recom-
mended the pavofl to Loot, then
deputy of Provincial Region Of-
fice & ] gave General Loot

eo Laraga (left} and Supt. Marvin Marcos, both of the Criminal
have deriied béing onthepayroll of confessed drug lord -
Kerwin Espinosa during theirs before sehators investigating extrajudicial- -

" killings in connaction with the Duterte administration’s campaign againstillegal drugs. —LYNRILLON

money until his transfer to the
Training Center in Camp
Crame,” Espinosa said.
Espinosa said in Augusi last
vear, Albnera police chief, Se-

qior Insp. Jovie Espenido, told

him that Davan wanted to speak
to him about De Limsa’s need to
raise funds for her senatorial
campaign. He said it was Peter
Co, ap inmate at New "Biiibid
Prison {NBP), who confirmed
that'De Lima was seeking funds.

He said Dayan asked for Pz

‘million but he could only shell

put P7oo,ooo monthly. Dayan
called him to say that De Lima
had apreed to the monthly
P700,000 bur wanted goodwil
money of Pz million, which he
delivered at the parking lot of

. SM Mall of Asia in Pasay City in

August last vear.

He said he was not able to
give the F7o0,000 monthly be-
cause this time Davan was ask-
ing for P& miilion.

The second time he
Davan I7 million was dat a
restaurant in Dampa along Maca-

gave
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Espinosa  saild he asked
Davan if he could meet De Lima.

Between Nov. 19 and 22 last -

year, Dayan arranged a meeting
in Bagnio City where Espinosa

]aguér, ‘who asi:ed & policeman,
Ramon Bolongaiwa, to file the
case. “Jaguar and | were guarrel-
ing because he had an affair

‘with my wife,” he said.

In jail, he said he met Weng-

was to hring P2 million.”

‘They met at Burnham Park
and Espinosa said he brought
his family along. De Lima was
there, and Dayan introduced
himas Batman. -~

He and hisfamily had z pho-
to taken with Dé Lima "We
shook hands -after the picture

taking -and Iwhlspered to her - "
that Dayan ‘has” the .money.

:,'Ma am Leila. Just nodded " Es-
. pinpsa said.- '

Espinosa next gave Dayan‘

P23 million in -Rebruary this
vear at SM Mall of Asia,

Dealersinjail
 Espinosa :read most of the
time from his 27-page affidavit.
He said he began selling drugs
ir. 200« in Cebu City. He was ar-
rested and sentenced to life im-
prisonment in 2005.

At the Lahug jail in Cebu City,
he mer four inmates dealing
shabu, including Jeffrey Diaz,
alias Jaguar, who was supplied
by Lovely Adam Impal, who now
lives in Makati City.

1 was able to save Pig mil-
lion while I was in ]H.ll B Es-
pinosa.said.

He was transfelred to B,
where he continued his busi-
ness with another ‘inmate, Ca,
who supplied him from 4 to 10
liilos of shabu. They distributed
shabu in Leyte cities, such as
Taclohan, Ormoc .and Baybay,
and Hilongos town,

He got out of NBP in 2010
and resumed his activities in
2017 in Levte. He said he was

shot an¢ wounded by a rival,
Tatang, who worked for a now

retired policeman, Sacrates
Databan.

Espinosz was jailed again in
Grmoc  Citv  after he  was

charged with illegal possession
7

of firearms al tlhie behest of

weng Rosal and went into drug
dealing agaip with the help of
Senior Insp. Rio Tan. He said he
gave Tan P15,000 weekly and
the same amount to now Supt.
Jose Estopin. He pamed two
other:-Ormoc policemen whe

go1.P5,000 weekly each.

_' f: Efdlice suppliers
Espinosa said Chief Insp.

wllfreao Abordo and Dennis
. Torrefiel supplied him with
~:shabu. He sald he gave Abordo

P12,600 weelly, later increased
toPRo,000 monthly in 2014. Es-
pinosa said he gave the money
to &bordo through Sean Bean
Qumtana .
Hementlonnd giving Pt mil-
110n ‘to Senior Supt. Hasher
Dglina, then police regional di-
rector, through & Vicior Espina.
Otfher police officers whe re-
ceived payoffs froi 2013 10 2014
were Senior Insp. Cina (P15,000
weekly); Senior Insp. Jabinez,
then . Albuera police chief
(Pi5.000 weekly);, Senior Insp.
Camacho, who vas also Albuera
police chief (Pis,coc weeidy),
SPo3 Bituin, team leader -of
check point ir Barangay Mak-
abug (P8,000 weekly): Magamay,
chief of the checkpoints: (Pi6,000
weekly); Sir Arafol, also assigned

.t .checkpoints (P5,000 weekly);

Capt Angay-Angay and 5ir Ludo
of Ormoc police force (P15,000
weekly) Tarrifiel (P10,000 week-
v} and Macanas citv directm of
Ormoc, {25,000 every Satur-
day). NQ

WWATCH: KERWIN ESPINGS4 DENIED

OWNING & 'BLUE LQDIT

. _Ing.news/KerwinDeniesBiuefook
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tells drizg suspect

By:HANNAH L TORREGOZA - - the May, 2016 lections. the latter in a press conference after
At the joint hearing of the Sen- authorities arrested him in La Unien
.ate Committees on Public Order and the other day.
Dangerous Drugs and on Justice and Espinosa said it was Dayan who
Human Rights, Espinost confirmed  contacted him, asking for his help as
he gave the money i tranchesthrough  De Lima needea funds to finance her
her former bodyguard-driver and lover, senatorial campaign. When he sought
Ronnie Dayan. - - the opinion of Peter Co and Jeffrey
De Lima, in a-televised interview, “Jaguar” Diaz - two magjor traders
had earlier admitted her relationship of illegal drugs whom he had earlier
with Davan, a love affair confirmed by known - hoth said il was safe o make

= l’“1‘_‘-""i,gh-}n'.mfile drug suspect
‘% 3 Kerwin Espinosa vesterday
. % appeared af the Senate In-
% o vestigalion into the killing
his {ather - Albuera. Levie, Mayor
Jando Espinosa Sr. - and pinned
wn Senator Leila de Lima, saying
gave her atotal of ¢ million to Telp
ance her senatorial campaign during

transactions with De Lima.

“When 1 called Jaguar to confirm-
if it was really true that De Lima was
transacting with businessmen who are
inic flegal ivade, and 1f they would pro-
{ecl us. be saidil’s true,” Espinosa told
genators during the proceedings.

«] alzo asked Peter Co because: he
was already m boss, and be iold me
they have no problem with that as long
as we keep the transacfion hid- &

q
5
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I gave P8 M to De Lima — Kerwm :

dan” ha added.

Espinosa said Dayan originally asked
for1 2-million “goodwill money™ but he
hagglec for a lower amount as he can-
nol afford it. They eventualy settled for
700,000 monthly but still Dayan insistad
«on the #2 million goodwill money,

Afler raising the amount, Kspinosa
said he handed the first balek of the
maney - 72 million in goodwill mone; ~
overto Dayan at a parking lot in-a mall
inPasdy City in August 2015.The seeond
batch of the money ~ PL7: nnlhon was

giventoDayanatar estamantm Dampé’

near Macapagal Boulevard in October,
2015, before he went up {o Baguio City
lo meet the senator,

Espirosa said it wasDavan who ar-
ranged the meeting betweer him and
De Limea, and was infroduced as “Bat-
man” - a name lie suggested to Dayan
w0 conceal his idenfity.

Espinosa said his meeting with De
Lima tock place at Burnham Park in
Braguio-City sometime on November 16
te 22, 2018

Atter handing overto Dayzn another
batch of the mouney at a parking lot in
Burnham Park, Espinosa said he posed
for a picture with Lhe senator, togelher
vith his family. Bul he sdid there was
no conversation between him and De
Lima as Dayarhad warned-bim that the
senator won'l be able fo lalk fo him as
there were many people around.

Espinosa said he gave the last
tranche of the money —72.3 million - on
February, 2616, inside the parking lol
oi the Pasey-Cily mall, Aflerwards, he
relurned (¢ Leyte. In all, Espinosa said
he gave 78 million to De Lima, through
Dayvan.

Prior (o his lransaciion with De
Lima, Espinosa said he received & call
{rem Chief Tnspector Jovie Espenide,
aAlluera potice chief, lipping him off
aboul rayan’s olfer while vacationing ai
the Anilac Beach Resort in Balangas.

Die Lima's response:
I lorgive you

Tio 1iman who a H oo larl 4lan O nnnd’a
L aaalind, Wzl DA R H S e

proceedings Lo hear Espinosa’s 5 {esti-
mouy. said she feels it is already pointiess
Lo refuts the drug suspect’s accmmts m1c]
his allegations agains! her: 2

. She, however, reilerated 'She' dJ(I nol

receive, aﬂy money either for prolection

or Tund- -raising campaign c"pemes from

._;spmom =3
..lel me say lamy colleague:: here _

ande Lvewm 1e in tiis hall, and {o everyone
hstpnmg and watchmg these proceed-
inps, 1 sav this to you! T categorlcallx
ﬁrmlj,,. and absolutely deny having known
Mr. Kerwin Espinosa. ] donot remeniber
any instance or occasion of having met
him. I calegorically firmly, and absolufely

deny having received any money, any

cash trofn Mr. Kerwin Espinosa, either
directly orindirectiv thirougl anvone else,
in any bccasion atany time, whether that
moneyis supposedly for sither protection
or fund-raising ior campaign expenses,”
she said.

“Alam v can niMr. Kervin Espinosa
na sa puilo nung kanvang lestimonya
ngayon ahout me having received money,
having fdlked to him. having met him
anywhere, whether it's Burnham. any-
where, ay total {abrication. She also said
it would not he appropriate for her to do
50 because there would be questions cn
her objectivity since she is also being
implicated in the illegal drug trade.

“Kaye hindi pe ako maglatanong sa
kanya.] would wanl.lo give my colleagues
free hand, fufl Iiberty in guestioning Mr:
Kerwit Espinosa aboul any part of his
lestimony” she said.

“Tinal message ko po kay Mr. Kerwin
Esponsa. I cannot Lall o hin directly, bl
may 1 jusi sav this: Mav God forgive you
for all yonursins, and may God foirgive you
fon al your liex aboui me. And 1 forgive
" she stressed.

(MTictals cleared
Al the same hearing. Ispinosa soughi
(o elear his falher Mavor Tspinosa of any
involvemenl it the illegal drug trade.

During his 1eslimaony. Kerwin also

(w

yol,

cleared ;}eruuuul:ﬁuo tis deceased Bther
aliegedly ihcluded in his affidavil as parl
of the illegal drug trade. Among those
he declared innocent were formel actor
Richard Gotnez, who is now .mayor of
Ormog City, Leyte Rep. Vicente Veloso,
Governar Leopaldo Petill, Viee Gover-
nor Carlo Loretn, and BavbayVJce Mayor'
Mike Cari, ' :
" In the first place -Kerm:; sald ‘his
fatheris. not ir1-a ;poition to provide in-
fomnat.mn ahout: those mvolved:m. lJJegaI
drugs, saying he was the oy, arie whb
was into-the illicit trade. :
The mayor was ldlled inside the Levte
suh promnma_{ga]l in Baybay City on Nov:
5 in an alleged shootout with policemen
out to serve.a search warrant: ~ -
Kerwin also denied owning a “blue
hook™ that purportedly contains the Jist of
personalities receiving pretection moneyv.
"Ang papa ko ay walang kinalaman,
inosenie siya. Ako ang may alam salahat:
dahil dite sa smalavqa) ko™ the younger
Espinosa said, - '
Tne signature on the aﬁ‘idavﬂ of his
father were also forged. “llong pirmang
isang ito, hindi ito pirna ngpapa ko. (This
signature is not my father’s),” he said.
Asked why his father would be tagged
in the issue, lispinosa pointed.to speni-
do. saying the police official has a grudge
against hiny because they wor kedfm nval
political families in Leyte. -
“Hanggang ngayon naglatanim siya
ng galil sa.akin .al sa pamilya ko kava
ginapgawa Tiva ilong mga di niva-dapaf
gawin dahi! isa sivang pulis... inaapakan
nive karni, kindkontrol niva kami (Untii
now e caw’'l gel over his anger against
me and iy fanily thal's why heis doing
the things hé's not supposed o do as a
policeman. He's maliguing and conirol-
fing us)," the younger Espinosa said.
Under inlense gueslioning by Sen.
Gordon, Kerwin blamed himself {or the
death of his Talher. “Nakokonsensva
ake. Nadamay siva dahil sa akin ('m
comseience-stricken, He was Killed le-
cause of mer” Espinosa said.  Gordon
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s san totum awayfrom the illegal dryg. =

the purpese why hé-ran .-
! 7 ang mangyayari sa mga iigalista. May

BT
L |

i also made Kem’m realize the atent of

damage he'caused on drug pushers and

" trade since 2004, with only 3:8 gramis of

shapu lo begin-with. Hishusiuess eventu-
atly grew, saying 50 grams of shabt, his

“nsers by dlstnbutmg shabu to: suppor't a

hablt and thesgréed for money.

Kerw.m Als0 Tevealed that when hls
father ran “for mayor in 2016, the elder -
Espmosa ‘s first-venture into poht!cs “he.
idit to. eamafdecenthxmg and convinee

' aJd.Before,]ommgp
was into buy—and=se]]
rleeiields L

atcos on the spoi;
qn.the. tlmony, ‘the yeunger~
. E§pinosa; e@nﬁmﬂed fthat ‘Supt. Marvin

'- Marcos, head ‘'of the Cfiminal Thvesti-

- {Why will. help her?),”
; .thathe evern et lns extension credlt

! card:so he:can ‘Bfill.receive his salary.:

gation and Detection Group (CIDG) in -
Region 8 WhICh led the raid inside the ™
sub-provinciil jail that eventually killed
‘his father, received #5 million from him.
‘Marcos, :hé said;sought for financial: -
help for hl.S wite who was then running .
for vice: mayor' of Pastrana Levie. But -
he hagg]ed forP2:5.million because his:

Imoney 1s aﬂotted for the candidacy of "
hJe father: .

~ Marcos, Towever, refuted this, say-
ing it is impossible that he would even

.ask for ﬁnancxal,help for his wife, whom

.separafed with:since 2013.
““We are far malh separated since

January, 2013 ‘Bakit .ako tuluwong dun
he said, adding

"When -confrorited vith allegamonq

that the killing of Mayor Espinosa wag

premeditated, Marcos turned emomonal

. biggest transaction, earning nulhons m

BdC}] transaction.
* Bul when Presideni Duter te ‘won

- in the May pr esidential elections; he

: .mol; il as a sign-of the cmmg cleansmg

.+, +City last October. ™

as he fold. Senate prebers thal he was :
just domg *hig ]ob ‘The: Ijspmosh family,

he said, were notorious in Albuera.
“Nagta-tr. abaho lang din kami, sir,”
Raid ]VAI‘C()E: IIIS voice \-Fl'cl\’(,f‘ﬂlf lJﬂfUIf:‘
allowing Supt. Leo Laraga, another c*o—
accused in the'Bspinosa klling (o talk.
Iispinosa.also implicaied Chief Supl.

Asher Dolina, former Easiern Visayas

police chiel. as protector of illegal drug
trade, an accusation vehemently denied
hy the police official.
How-drug trade staried
Espinosa saidhe has been in the dr ug

=

——

i

pI‘OCESS
“Nasa isip.ko na Ialaga na 1ba talaga

(:]eansmgnamagaganap Kasxtotao*mav

" tao din ako sa Davao, may par okyano
- ftagsasabi na totoong tac 8 Duterte.

‘Talagang may pariiriindigan $iPresident

: Dutex ie,” Espinosatold senators,

He even noted that even before

'Duterte took his cath of office, &'lot of

high-profile drug suspects were lul]ed
-0ne by one.
. Dne of those he mentloned Was
“Jeffrey ‘Taguar” Diaz, His former boss;
.and Rowen Secretaria, alsc known Eas

Vawa,”

" Dwring the proceedings, Espinosa ad-

miitted being an underling ofDiaz, and he

gets his supplyfrom Lovely Adam Timpal,
.a1mestiza girl whom he anlylmows to be
hvmg n Mal ati City. : :
Diaz, one of the alleged hig-time. drug
dedlers in -Cebu City, was killed in .an
operation i1 Las Pias-Cify last June 189,
barelya week atier planning o surrender

o pollce Espinosa’s ex-wife, Annalou

~Liagunc, was also shotandkﬂ]ed iy Cebu
Emotional ‘Batu

Meanwhile, PNP chief Direclor Gen-
_erdl Ronald “Bato” ela Hosa became
emotional after admitting to senators
‘that he’s facing difficuilty as head of the
institulion.

"~ Dela Rosa broke dOWI] and appealed
for ihe public’s underswanding of the
" police work and not to lost trusi in fhe

_organization.

“1, mysell, no longer lmm& whom 1o
trust. Like Chiel Inspecior Tspenido, T
named him ax 2hief of police of Albuera
hecanse ! placed my full trusi in him
-even though 1 dox’t kmow him person-
ally"” Dela Rosa said. (With areport from
Nestor L. Abremaltea)
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PmNTED‘EVIDENEE, OFFICIAL SAYS

 ARMORY ‘ENOUGH T0 AR
PLATOON FOUND AS BOVT
" TROOPS PURSUE MAYOR

'machme guns WO 30 cal.ma-
- chine guns, foor: 81 mﬂhmeter

: _'TACURONG ClTY—Govem- :
, Ment To0pS puUrsuing a fugmve
- Ty ;- of

explosives that a military official
described as more than enough
toarm a platoon of soidiers.. -

.. Gol, Cirilitc Scbejana, com-
mander of the Goist Infantry
Brigade based here, said the
guns, bullets and explosives
were found in & two-Story
buﬂdmg in Talitey town sup-
posedly owned by Talitay
Mayor Montasir Sabal

“This is a huge armory
enough to arm more than two
dozen persons. 1t also has man-
ufacturing facilities,” Sobejana
told the Inguirer by telephone.

‘He said the armory was
found near Sabal's house,
which was raided by soldiers
and policenien on Nov. 18.

Sobejana said afier the raid
that yielded seven large sachets
of "shdbu” {methamphetamine
hydrochloride)  and  two
firearms, authorities conduct-
ed another raid on Tuesday on
Sabal’s property and found the
firearms and expiosives.

He said among the items
recovered were twe .50 cal

4

Magumdanao'
pran cestumbled onanarmory'
'Which .contained firearms and

mortar shells, : ‘60-miIn

“mortar shells, 'foiir :Browning
.automatic rifles, mine M-

Garand rifies, two 8i-mm mor-
tar launchers, dozens of rock-
et-propelled grenades, bullets
and other war materiel.

But ip an interview aired by
= local relevision netwaorl;, Sabal
denied owning any of the con-
traband thai the military repori-
edhy seized from his property.

“Thoese were planted.” said
Sabal.

He and his brother, Vice
Abdulwahab  Sabal,

Mayaor

were earlier named by Presi-
dent Duterte as  &among
Maguindanac's "narcopoliti-

cians.” abdulwahab was earli-
er arrested on charges of ille-
gatl possession of firearms.
Mavor Sabal, who eluded
several attempts to arrest him,
said he was not invoived in the
drug trade.
Sabal, bhowever, rejected
sugpestions he surrender sp he
can face charpes in court,
“iwill pot surrender. ! am
innocent. ] denounce the mili-
tary ruie in my town,” he said.
—EDPWIK 0. FERNARDEZ INQ
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Anti-criminality task force
muHed n Magumdanao

" ByALIG. 'ﬂAc'AaA '_'a.c

"BULUAN, Maguindanao Givilian

and military authorities:announced here

Tuesday a plan fo form.atask force to go

_.aftermsurgents criminals and sugpebts .
~irfvdived in the flegal-drugs trade '

Maguindanao Gov. Esmael! “Toto”
Mangudadatu and Maj. ‘Gen. -Carlito
Galvez Jr. Army's oth Infaniry Division
chief, made the announcement at a press
conference here where the latter also
revealed the recent seizuré’by combined
government troops of an arsenaj of war
materials fron: the house.of an elected
town mayor suspecied-to be involved in
illegal drugstrade.

Hataman saic he and Mangudadatu
have agreed on the mechanics of the
“wide-ranging” security body in Magu-
indanac that will he patterned fo that of
Task Foree Davao, which was created
more thar z decade ago under ihen

Davao City Maver Rodrigo Duterte. and

has since neutralized major criminali-
ties and security threatsin that premier

southern cify.
Mangudadaly said the Task Force

Maguindanao (TFN) will start operations

in January next vear Lo rid his province of
crime-prone people or group and other
undesirable residents and visitors.

He added thal the TFM will enforce

the existing “statc of emergenc‘r’ de-

' ¢lared by the Arroyo adiniriistration in

thewake of the gruesome massacre of
58pegple, including Mangudadatu’s wie,
hlS two sisters and 32 media workers in
Ampatuan ‘town on'Nov.23;, 9009 -

Giaivez, alongside Col, Ciritito Sobe-
jana, head of the Army's 601sl Brigade.
said that two 50-caliber machineguns.
two B1-milimeter mortars, two 60-mili-
meter mortars, four 30-caliber sub-
machineguns, rifle grenades, explosive
devices and ar ammunitions-reloading
gadget were seized during a raic at the
house of Mayor Muniassir Sabai of Tal:
tay. Maguindanao ast Friday

During Friday's “law enforcemernt
operalions,” comped police, military
zind Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) operatives also capiured
some of Sahal’s armed followers who
tried to initially resisi, but fled to differ-
enl direciions when attack helicopiers
reinforeed the raiding forees, Sobgjans
said.
Sabal, who had eluded.arrest in past
raids on his alleged ‘hideout in nearby
Sulian Kudaral province, was nowhere
iohe found in that Friday operation. He
har reporiedly gone irito thiding since
Jresident Duterte announced iz August
a list naming him among:the suspecied
“narco-politicians™ in the country

4
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A BRAWL -inside a
restaurant in San
Jose, - -Oceidental
Mindoro, shortly be-
igre midnight Tunes-
day left an Army sul-
dier .and .a .civilian
dead, the Police Re-
gmmﬂ Office 4-B said
vesterday.

The fatalities -vere
identified as Corporal
Lbundio Aljas, a 44-
vear old member o1 the
Lrmy’s 76th Infaniry
Beitclion residing in
Zagong Silrng. Daren-
zzv Ban Rogue in San
Jose town and securitv
guard Ruel Iljdan.26, &
resicent of Bgy., L&

Curva aIsa in San Jose,
Oce. Mindoro.

The PRO4-B investi-

gation showei that at

around 11:30 p.m., -Cpl.
Aljaz wae having din-.-
ner inside the restau:
rani owned by his friend"
in Bgy. San Isidro when

he de a n.]sunder-

tarding with llidan and
his companions John
Fey Manahan, Rinmar
Paz cnd Hogelio Gonza-
feg
As the .soldier was
zoout w0 Jeave the piace,
the suspecis, whe were
armed with Iipives, sud-
denlv sitabbed him sever-
z! t'meg in the hedy.

0

However,

the trooper
was apic to drev his pis-
tol and shor Ilidan in the
lefi cnes..

Boiir Afjze and Tlhidan
were Loken 10 & nearby
hospital wherc they were
declared deac upon ar-
riva: Ly iz ctiending
physician.

The three suspecls
vere arresied by re-
sponding policemen and
are now Dbeing held at
the Sar nse Municipnl
Police Stesion jail, fac-
ing crimina a. eherges,
said PRO-E officer-in-
charge Serior Supt.
Renate C. ALngara.

Alfred Dalizon
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Soldier, 4 others dead in Maguindanao
clash

Philippine Daily Inguirer / 12:53 Al November 23, 2018

COTABATC CITY—Four armed men, said 1o be part of a group coddling fugitive Mayor Montasir Sabal of
Talitay lown in Maguindanao province, and & soldier were kilied in & clash near Liguasan Warsh on Monday,

miiitary reports said.
The clash came as authorities continued to pursue Sa-bal, whe had eluded g joint police and military operation

on Friday.
Two helicopter gunships and 10 armored personnei carriers were used 16 support some 300 soldiers and

policemen sent 10 arresl the mayor.

Presiden! Duterte had narmed Sabal and his brother, Abdulwahab, as ameng Maguindanao’s "narcopefiticians.
Abdulwahab was earlier arrested on charges of illegal possession of firearms.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., commander of the Army’s 8th Infantry Division (6n ID), said 5/5gt. Govanni
Olimpo was manning & machine gun mounted on & hovercraft in the marshiand of Maguindanao when he was

hit by 2 bullet.
"He died serving his country, helping the government carry on its antinarcotice campaign,” Galvez said of

Dlimpc.

Officials of Talitay town confirmed e military report that four gunmen were alsc Killed in the clash.

Abu Misri Mama. speaking for the Bangsamore Islamic Freedom Fighters, saic i wag his group thai clashec
with the soldiers in the boundary of Talitay and Dalu Anggal Midtimbang towns on Monday.

Mama said one of their membere was kilied in the clash.

Col. Markton Abo. Bt ID spokesperson. saic the military anc the police sontinue {0 pursue Saba’ angd his
armed foilowers.

in an earlie; inierview, A5c saic the fiiing of reckets during the operation tc arrest Sabal was pan of £ Clearing
maneuver an¢ v.as meani to ensure the safety of government troops.

Mayor Sabal was noi in his house wher: government froops came. He has beer in niding since authorities first
tried to arres: hir- ir Isulan fown in Sulian Kudara! province in Augusi —EDWIN FERNANDEZ INQ

i
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5ID Commander attends OPAPP meeting

at NOLCOM

Posiec by Lui Claudio on November 25, 207€ at 2:3% P

Camp Melchor F Dela Cruz, Upi, Gamu, Isabela — Srigadier General Paul Taiay Atal [.F.A AFF.
Commander, 5th Infantry (STAR. Division, Philippine Ammy togetner with his two (2; Brigade Commanders.
Coionel Barloiome Vicente G Bacarro, Commanaer of the 502nd Infaniry (LIBERAT OR, Brigade and Colonel
Roy T Devesa, Commander of ihie 503rc infaniry (JUSTICE anc PEATE; Brigade. allendec the Consultation
Meeting and Dialogue initiatec by the Office of the Presidentia: Adviser on Peace Process {OFAPP) held al
Headquarters, Northern Luzor Command. Camp Aguino, San Miguel Tarlac City on November 22, 2016,
Secretary Hernani Braganze of DAR and Government Pane: Iiember presided the meeiing which aimed to
provide updaies ic the ongoing peace talks betweer the Governmen: of the Philippines (GPH; and the
Communist Party of the Philippines-New Peopie’s Army-National Democratic Front (CWN). Some of the topics

ot

discussed are the ceasefire issues and e challenges.
Brigadier Genera. Atai siressed that this mesling is very imporian: far the commanders on the ground tc seek

guidance and directior at the same fime presen: thelr consermne ¢ firaliy end the four {4; desades insurgency
wa- with the CPE-NPA-NDF ang to achieve the aspirations of the pednie o have & jus! and iasting peace i
¢ other Locai

the whole ares o Northern Luzon.
The mesting was atiendsc by the different AFP anc PNF Commianoers i Northern _uzor anc of

Thie? Executives.
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fotorists going to and from
ne cities of Makati and Taguig
an expeci @ Teducrion of at
aast 1¢ minures in their travel
ime, ac the Armed Forces of
he Philippines agreed to tem-
sorarily oper: the Maval Siation
n Fort Bonifacie to gerieral
raffic.

Metropolitan: Manilz Devel-
Jpment AuthoFity (MMDa) of-
iicer in charge and general
nanager Tim Orbos  on

November 2016

pens t

Wednesday-said the opening of
the Naval Station's roads was in
addition to the military’ earli-
ar commitment fo OPED the
three gates of Camp Aguinzido,
the AFP's general headguarters
in Quezon Gity.

According. o Orbos, tite
opening of the Philippine Navy
facility to motorists would help
ease traffic ang cut travel time
by at lcast 10 minutes, as it
waould allow them to bypass the

%

o easeé

junction of Lawich Avenue in
Taguig and Chinc Roces Avenue
Extension in Makatl

The MMDA, one o7 the MEm-
ber agencies of the Interagency
council on Traffic (I-ACT), saidit
i now accepting applications for
access cards. which should be
displayed on the vehicle's wind-
shield. The card will be honared
hoth in Camp Aguinalde and in
the Naval Station.

Applicants should bring thelr

driver's license, two-by-two
photo, their vehicie’s official re-
ceipt and certificate of regisira-
tioL., and a Psoo processing fee.
Manny Gonzales, the MMDA
coordinator in I-ACT, said mo-
torists can aiready use the roads
in the military camps once they
have obtained the card,
Processing will take five
working days at the mosc, and

-the pass will be valid for & year.

he said, —Jovie YEE INQ
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The chief of staff of the Armed

Forcec of the Philippines on

Wednesday insisted there was

no collusion between the mili--
tary and the Marcos family in.
the burial of former- dictator

Ferdinand Marcos at Libingan

ng mga Bayani last week.

“There was no collusion, on-
tv collaboration and toopera-
tien,” Gen. Ricardo Visayatold &
news conference at Camp
Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

Visara said be did not know

MARCDSJBURIAL

! _":thehuna] date,:as,he was in Is-
“rael cn Friday when the re-

" mains of Marcas were rrans-
“ ferred to Libingan from g mau-

soleum in his hometown, Bat-
ac, in liocos Norte province,

and entombed with milirary

honors.
He said, however, that the

-militarv agreed to the request

of the Marcos family tc keep
the burial secret and private.

Visava denied that the
Philippine Army had to seek
clearance from the Marcoses
for visitors' reguests to visit
the tomb at Libingan.

H

But he stressed-fhat wsntors"

_must: f1rs‘t seek Army clearance
and comply with mlhtary regu-
lations when visiting the tomb,
as the cemetery is guarded by
Army personnel. )

‘Visaya also sald the dec1—
sion on how the tormd was to
be built was left entirely o
the Marcos [zinily, as long as
it was within the 1o-merter-
by-i0-meter piot allotied by
the AFF.

He said it was up to the
Philippine Mational Police to
geal with the “Black Friday"
protest against the burial. ING

T (1’51:
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Soldlers, cops air compim

on gov't housmg

After the 'Yolanda”
now ‘the soldiers and pohcemen who
gre complaining about the houses
built for them and their families.

Vice President Leni Robredo found
herself at the receiving end of {hese
complaints, from the design, quality
and location of these houses.

Robredo, whe is the chair of the
Housing and Urban Development
Courdinating Council (HUDCC), met
with Armed Forces of the Phiiippines -
Philippine Naiional Police (AFP-PNF)
Housing Boarc members on Tuesday
to «discuss their housing concerns.
Joining them were other officials of
HUDCC and the National Housing
authority (NHA".

* --ing their meeting, Commander

“‘Aad Jr., chair of the AFP
' gajd that many sol-

L TR N

forrey LaaE e

ctlms it is..
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ey

diers -expr essed dlSSatleaCtIOH on

their22-square meter houses: bmlt on -

40-square meters of land.

Police Senior Superintendent’ Wl]—
fredo Caval.also complained abouithe
location of the housing sites that do
not cater 16 the needs of-the police.
Apparently, he vas referring to the
sites that lack applicants while others
donot have enough houses to meet the
number of applications.

The construction of {te housing
units for soidiars and pelicemen
garning lower salaries started during
the time of then Presiden! Benigho
Aguino IIL

The governmen. spent P20.78 hil-
iion: te build those houses.

Amortization for cne house is only

P200 per month for the firsi five years,

increasing to P1,536 per month by the

25th vear.
Robredo however. found a low oc-

cupancy in-the houses for police and
mlhtary personnel

-A reportifrom the NHA showed
that only 8,397 were so far occupied?
«of the-60;738 housing units thal were’
buili as of Sept. 3¢. Thase are located
'in Cavite, Bulacan, Juezol, Batangas,
:Camarines Sur, Lagung, lloile, Samarn,
Bohol, ‘Cebu, Bukidron, Zamboanga
del'Sur, Sutu. Surigac del Nore, Davao
del Sur, and Maguindanac, among
others.”

Last August, Robredo * iisited the
NHA housing preject for police and
military in Bocaue, Bulacan. The Viee
President said she did not like vhat
she saw, finding structural defects and
cracks in the houses.

“While a few housing projects
have been successful. the conditions
of most of the houses in the siies I
visiled simply weren’l acceptable
for the families of our soldiers and

g b

-

e
ROBREDO

police,” she said.
Robredo underscorad the need to
“fill the gaps and fulill the original

zow - T objective of providing our soldiers
— and policé wilh decent and affurdable
~oiing thi pomoes for their families.”
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Navy rescues fishers in Davao del Norte

NAVY personne! rescued on Tuesday three
Gshermen off Smmal Island in Davac del
Norte, more thar eight hours after their boai

cepsized due roug SEas.

Li. Jume: Ie‘n Naval
IMindanac public affairs ofhcer
rescued victime 23 Sov-an Osani, 4

Forces Eastern

. named the
7, Jamur

Iy

‘?., all resi-

Cysani, 20, and Henry Bverre, i
deats of Barangay 1sland Verde in Davao
Citv.
Rever saic the Ashermen just n hed inading
their catcl ai around 1 .. Minndn w

huge wave hit theis hozt wlich subszqus

finis

D &

ntiv

capsized.
Reves said Navy patol boa. 114 or DRF

T Tizodas lghusay, skipper ed b Li Tar ]g—n_'--
ce Umeli, vas on a routnc m’l‘um: patro

sl —|

in the ares whern it sighted
crounc 30 am W rdrncsd'n‘
“The w ere seer florung. T"e'-' Tued Lok 108
crest as their foaong device,  said Roval o
1o fishermen, whe were sent hoi after un-
jergoing medica) check-up a: & b hasp-
ral in Davao City.

Fever saic the Nemn vessel |
fishermen’s boat to the T\.’l"a
.;Jmun.m- ir. Panacar, Davae (i
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'Ihe mﬂltaryalhancebehfveen the Philip-
pines and the United States is taking a new
turm as nesd year ‘s jomt activities Hetv\feen
the allies will focus:imore on humanitarian
assistance and.disasfer response (HADR)
and .combihed ang-terror training.

Ina press_bneﬁngyesterdav ArmedForces
of the Philiprines. (AFP) chief Gen. Ricardo
Visaya confirmed. the down scaling of the
Dluhppme—US bllateral n'almng exercises

Visaya said the yearly Cooper ation
Afloat Readiness (CARAT) and the Am-
phibious Landing Exercises (PHiBLEX)
have beenscr apped infuture military drills
between the two:countries.

Hesaid inlieu of CARAT and PHIBLEX,

3 .By. JAIME LAUDE E

the Pluhppmeq and s would ho]dHADR
and would bolster joini anti-terrorism
training in line with the global fight
against terror.

In the past years, the Philippines Fad
been hosting 263 vearly bilateraltrainings
with the US only.

“This has beer raducec to 258, Visaya
said, referring ic thejoin: military interactions.

Visava and Admiral Harrv Harris Jr,
commander of the Hawaii-based Uriited
States Pacific Commaeand, ciscussed the
refocusing of the veariy bilateral training
exarcises in last Tuesday’s anrual Mutual
Defense Board-Security Engagement Board
meeting held at Camyp Aguinaldo.
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BY VICTOR REYES

ARMED Forces chief Gen, Ricar-
do Visaya yesterday said there
will be 258 military cXercises
between Philippine and Amerk
can forces next year, down by
five compared 1o this year.

«There will only be about
258 cexercises) 1 think. Frevi-
ousky, there are about 260 plus
so there is reduction of around
five.” said Visava, 0

Visrvz szid scrapped vere the
Amphibious Landing Exercise
¢PHIBLEY) and Cooperaion
Afloar keadiness and Training
(CARAT). both naval exeroises
that include weritosial delense
trainings, and thret othzrs he
could noi remember. '

The Balikamn cxercises will
by rewgined. “Balikatan vl not
be serapped. it will continug
but the {ocus of the Balikaan
wil] be HADR ¢{humanitarian
agsistance and disasien relich
Or response i disasters.” said

Armed Forces spokesman Brig.
Gen, Restituto Padiila.

Padilla said the 258 exercises
that Visaya referred 10 included
the small ones, like those that
involve a few soldiers on both
sides.

“They may be referring 10
the big excrcises.” said Padilla,
referring 16 the 15 exercises
mentioned by the DND.

“you must undersiand thal
ever if two or three Americans
are coming over 1o 1alk writh
15 of us. Lo teach them. thal it
still part of the list. Remember,
evenThing tha: we do with our
counLerparts are MomLores and
arc Hsted.” said Padilla.

Earlier this month, the de-

fense department said it wants
the exercises reduced 10 5%
oy seven from 13 The militan
sud the 13 are acrually the
major exercises that the wao
.countriet hoid.

The 116 and Philippine mili-
Laries just concluded the ar

IS

pua) meeting of the Murual
Defense Board and the Se-
curity Engagement Board in
Camp Aguinaldo. The MDB-
SEB meeting wis Jed by Visaya
and US Pacific Command chief
Adm. Harry Rarris, as CoO-
chairmen of the two boards.
i war in the meeling where
Nl YEAr's EXErCises were
planned and approved.

asked for the reaction of the
smericans to the proposal 10
reduce the exercises, Visava
caid: “They respected it As ]
tolc vou, we can aivays change
come exercises based on the
cuiaance of our Py esideni.’

Tresident Duterte has said
he tants the military exXercises
with the US stopped.

«he (remaining) exercises
wil; by more focused on coun-
rerterrorism. HADR, engineer
ing civic actions. So thai wili be
irs ling with the pronouncement
and the guidance of our Presi-
dient to the AFR.T said Visnya.
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SUMISIP,  BASILAN—Vari-
ous iactions of the Abu
Sayyaf group have gemanded
ransom ‘money for German
captive luegen Kantner, who
has been held captive since
garly this montly, maling it
difficu)t for the military to
pinpoint his =2xact Jocaticn, a
ranking military official said
on Wednesday.
Fantner and his
Saline Merz, were sailing in
Malaysian waters whels kid-
napped on Nov. 5. Merz was
killed after she allegedly
+ried 1o shoot the attackers.

wife,

LL Gen. Mayoralgo de la
Cruz, the comimander of the
military’s Western Mindanao
Command, said the military
has nct pinpointed which
Abu Sayyaf faction wasreally
holding the German captive. .

*There's a lot of them ask-

ing forransom. Therewas Al-
habshi Misaya (who:isunder
Radulan-Szhiron) and there is
Muammar Askali, who is also
asking for ramsom,” De lz
Cruz szid.

4sskali, a self-proclaimed
Abu Sayvaf spokesperson.
was the larest Abu Sayyaf fig-
ure who had asked forransom
for Kantner. Aslkali said they
wanted Psoc million—not P5
million: as eariier reported-
for the foreigner’s freedom.

“We are demanding P500
million in ransom, not Pg
million, and we will issue an
nltimatun soon,” Askali said,
without direc:ly saying what
the bandit group planned to
do with Kantner if no ransomn

was received.

It was alsc s.5kall who an-
nounced the beheading -of
Canadiani captives Rober!
Hall and Jehn Ridsdel earlier
this year after Canada re-
fused te fork over ransom for
the two victiims.

- Unwanted

But De Ja Cruz :caid the
Abu Sayyaf might not get
what it wanted for Kantner,
describing the German cap-
tive as.some sort of an "un-
wanted” ;person by the Ger-
man government.

] tnink the Abu Savyaf
errei in lcldnappmg the vie-
tim," ‘he.:said, adding that
}\antner;stﬂl rqpo_rtedl_y owes
the Germah government se-
rious money when it pait So-
mali pirates so he and Merz
contd be released from cap-
tivity.-s

The twa were-snatched by
Somali pirates as /ey sailed
the Gulf of Aden in 2008. A
German newspaper latey 1e-
ported the German govern-
ment paid the Somazlis seme
s60c,00¢ for the release of
the couple.

“They borrowed monay
from the -German -govern-
ment. Soon after thev were
secured, .the Germarn poveri-
ment sought to be paid” De
1a Cruz said.

Apart from the German,
the &bu Savyafl is currently
hoiding hostage a Duich ne-
tional, seweral Malavsians,
two Indonesians and four Fil-
ipines.

The military recently losi
four soldiers, while 17 others
were wounded auninl 4h o
eration in.Sulu, where it had
sent thousandls of troops this
vear to.crush the group.
—JuLlEAaLIPALA 1NQ
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Aunadl vhio was walliet (o

sia Cutls Ol kdbapping and i

legal detenion had abot of
Fos nalho

Oy thie wihies hand, infor

tecrived PouG,ont ol

ABU SAYYAF poman o i
&H[TGHES EE'E s G T U A
USHEEWARDS -

andl serion:s Hlepai delention ul
Mg ol twresiaent
By Cynthiz D, Batana
@ovnchdbING province.
e - Yakan was captured by the
2014 Me car-

BOMNTY:FORTERROR ..

15 and
ul Gultden Harves) Mailation ol
Junt 11, 200 1 Barangay Talran
Lantawzn  lown,  Basilan

mmilitary o a2
Fied o1 eh. ai ol Pehouin,

Tne Armed Forces of the Philip
pinar or Wednesday awarded &
-oral of Pro-million cash re-
ward to two informants whe
provided intelligence informa-
rion oo the milizary that ied 1c e
of TWo tor= T

faaigt 14

Copperation
: \Jb(l\’n salt e Wiy, 1_:1&;.5::.1
Wit tlis fooporanion shieay by
sople N: The wiiiary cah
arvelice the terrens

e "neuelization”

Abt Sovval r:e*nb“s involved
ir lgrge-scale kidnap-for-ran-
&orr activizies it hiinoanac.

ir the awarding Ceremony
eig in Tomp Aguinaldo. 4FF
chier  Gen Ricardo Visayva
cernss over 5z million 1o In-
Tormant k. WhOsE fale WRE cov-
sred wiini & Dood to hide hir
jdenzirv, He led joint element:
of the military and police to the
killiog of Abu Savvaf sub-leade:
Sihaits Muasllam Zsmad. alias
Latlp. in Sulu province in
november 26i4.

Asmad was involved in the
kidnapping of foreign guests
ang workers of the Sipadan
keach  heson in Sabal,
IalEySia. i APTI 2000, 28 weh

as members of the jehiovali’s

LIOU.

“Phe orination provided
Dy the Liotiia s v Vit i
the 1dentirioariog: and eveniual
arrest ani neawralizatien ool
wanlen persenaliues who have
conniied Gt aualis, e
peuple et proate i s
w=idl

s

“hevons o evsalil nnde
it Loy il Teneive, wre oy
thig e ehdosnen il conped
wthigi preopric b iz W) e The
Nght ageast
added.

The Tewart SVsIen] Wik es-
tablishes o1 fune 2 zo001n en
courapge givibans provitle vi-
v neechd foonen

jerorisi,” e

N ITH

Iralice e
carchn Dt anc dnsart theals 1o

sl i U e

Wirnesser 11 Patilal, Sulv in )
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AUZUS 2000,
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Ramos weighs in on burial, martial law

BY EVAN ORIAS

FOLMER President Fidel Ra-
mos has said Jocos Norte Rep.
Imelda Marcos and daughter
Gov. Imee Marcos knew ahout
martial law including the “be-
ginning of martial law... the
goad vears berore martial law..
and (the even! that happened)
in August 1983,” he said.
Marcos imposed martial law
from 1972 to 1981 1o suppress
icreasing civi strife and the threat
of & comumunist takeover foliowing
= series of hombings it Manilz.
Seqr. Benigno “Ninoy ™ aquino

Jrowae Killed o dug. 210 7983

after his placed landed at the
airport,

Ramos also betied .claims of
Imee that she was “too young”
during her father’s regime.

“That is 2 funny story. When
she said they were still voung.
in fact she said, 'Maliliit pz
lkami na mgz bata’ in Tagalog...
1 know how old she is because
she is one vear older than my
eldest daughter, he said.

Ramos said his eldest daugler.
Angelita Ramos-Jones. was 18
wihen Marcos intposed martial iav-

Imee was born on Nov, 12
1955. She was 17 when her fa-
ther geclared martial law. Ramos,

8

said Imee was elected “presi-
dent” of the Kabataang Barangay
a few vears afier martial law,

Ramos also slammed the Mar-
cos family for the unannounced
buriz] of Marcos Sr. ar the Lib-
ingan ng mgs Bavuni in Tagoig
last Friday.

Be said the Metro Manila
police and the AFP should be
investigated since there was an
“agvanced plarmuing” aliegedly
jed by the Marcos family,

A protest rally is schedujed
romaorros. at the Rizal Park in
Manilz and oz November 30 at
tire Peopic Pover Monument
on EDSAL
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The Pluhppme Malmeq vesterday depl oved another hat-
talion of soldiers to Mindanao as par. of the goverranent's
sustained fight agains! terrorism and illegal drugs.
Marine spokesman Capt. Victor Donqgue saic the Znd Ma-
rine Battalion Landing Team: sailed for Central iviindanao afier
a sendoff cererhony at Sangler Point in Cavite City.
“The troops will strengthen the Armed Forces o £f
ippines’ efforts to-crush laviless elements and othes
siomist groups in Sultar. Kudarai,” Donque saic.
He said the troops would replace the 7th iMarine Eattalion
22
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SECOND SALVO. Members':-bfﬂthe_an Marine Battalion, with riflec at the ready, prt;pare Wednesday-l‘td:' "
board s vessel that will take them to Central Mindanao to fight terrorists during & send-off ceremony atthe’
Capt. Salvo Pier, Sangtey Point, CaviteCity. Norman Cruz o
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~_Libingan ngmga .
‘Makasaysayang Pilipino
nel who had served mWorId War

he war had ended in.1945 and
Idiers who had died In the

IN 1947, a Memorial Cemetery for Fiipino miliary person
1] was.set upwithin Fort Bonifacio in Bicutan, Taguig City. T
4 new PHilipping Tepublic established in 1946. The many Filipino 50
\ awar, from privates o generals, would have @ fitting resting place.
[ In 1948, Congress enacted Republic Act 28, “An Act Providing for
. NatignalPantheonforPresidents of the Philippines, National Heroes, and Patri
'.Presiderit{ElpidipQuirinosi_gned itinto,- ., - P T
In ;31_954',£President Ramon Magsaysay, in ‘Proclamation No. 86, renamed the:Memerial
Cemetéry to.Libingan ng mga Bayani. . .+ s
In 1967,-Pre5ident'Ferd'mand Marcos issied Presidential Broclamation No. 208, setfing aside
142 hectares of lanc in Fort Bonifadio for the cematery. It would not onlly be a cemetery for
<oldiers but also & shrine for “alien heroes.
In 1993, President Fides V. Ramaos issued
and-national:scientists among those eligibie for
| Thig, briefly, is the story of the Libingan, how 1t
! was expandad to include presidents of the country, theri

- and scientists.

- president Marcas was buried at the Libingan las: Eriday, after the Supreme Court rejected

" petitions opposing Dresident Duterte’s gecision allowing Marces’ buria! there after so many
years, Itwas 2 lega! dacision, Clting the lav, R4 285, listing farmer presidents of the country

as among those eligible for buria! there. The other gligiic: groups &¢ *national heroes and

patriots of the co! yry,” under RA 288, anc *nationia: artists and naticnat scientists’ Linder Ramas

Executive Order ho. 131, And, of course, soldiers, thie origing! grodp for which the Memorial

Cemetery was intended.
Nat all these groups are “bayani” oF

jaws and presidential orders and prodiamations
Ganate President Aguilino i eko” Pimentet 111 hias nov filed & bil to set aside iand within the

Libingan ng mda Bayani for 2 Libingan ng mge Makasaysayang Piipino, to distingish them from
the falien saldiers, the heroes. The Libingan ng mas Savani woulkl remain 25 2 cemetery for
spldiers, as was the intentian when & was escablished in 1947, Alf others — presidents, national
artiste and sdientists, other distinguished nationa! figures — would be interred at the Libingan

ng mga Makasaysayang Pilipino.

It is a proposal worth considering. 1t should clear all misunderstanding ori-who may — or
should not be~ be interred at the Libingan. It <hould answer the protestations of anti-Marcos
groups now threatening to clemonstrate a: the cemetery, S0mME sven caling 1or the exhumation
of President Marcos’ remains.

the Consttl-jéit-ibn of a
ats of the:Countny.”

ExecLiive Order No. 131, including natioral artists
burial at'the Libingan. .-

srarted as & cemetery for soidiers, how i
falien heroas, anc ther: national artists

herpas, but they are eligivie for burial here by virtue of
issued over the years.

24
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1n 2032, gunmen'béh,e_vgdj

_Economic Initiatives
' continued parassmeni-of
tes.0 the Alay BayanfLuson.'lnc. (aBD,
d in Central Luz0n in the
Ty ersonnel havebeel consistent.

reonmel shot 1o death

Nerwork il the Philippines V-
hurnanitari-

.
t include interrogation

The most recent incidents © I

wWere affected bY Superwphoon
wilhelm Geertman incident in 201

“We challengé the gOVeET in in i
in its gverzealous attempts 10
organizations such

velopment
have provided much-1

£ar-flung areas in Central Lz on.

diately CE858 its
many individuals inclu

change i Philippine-society.

w
ding AB! fromr +he Departime

ine the pressure of these

ament £ TE1D in its military

- response orgamzations set up

gywD) office 1 AUTOTE province.

ing 1c be 1jeurenant
ine AT called the office of ABL A
ing the organization. 4 BI's workers
¢ actions and have suspended
relie! goods 1O communities that
aj awin~ for fear of a repeat of the
'personncl
jnrimidate and sow fear among de-
as hBL Humanitarian aid workers
jef and rehabilitation gervices 10

f the philippines (AFP) to imme-
_ which has claimned the Jives-of
y 1t workers: working ‘for

ding, developmel

REMMIN CRISANTA VIZCONDE,

spokesperson,

Igsert Socio—Economic nitiativ

(_Ascen-:)

o5 Network inthe pPhilippines
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Army fights for life
vs Ombudsman

GroupA 'Malacanang (6-0), BFP
(3-2),8FP.{2:3), Omibudsman (2-2},
¢ -MMDA.(2:3),‘Senate (05).

Group B: Customs (6 =0), Judi-
ciary (4-1),"PNP .(3:2), NHA (3- -3),
‘HoR (2-3},-GSIS.{1-4), DoJ (0-6).

Defending champion  Armed
Forces of the Philipsines (AFP)
tries to salvage its season when
it goes for a:second roung berth
against the -Gargerous Ombuds-
man side today in the 5th UNTV
Cup at the Pasig Sports Center,

Since both teams are carry-
ing similar .2-2 cards, the winner
ir. their 2:30 p.m. showdowr will
ciinch the No. 3 seeding in Gioup
A. The remaining spot will be de-
termined through quotient since
the loser will drop to & share for
fourth to fifth piaces with MIMDA,

Onty the top four teamns in each
group wifi advance to the second
round where their win-loss records

Games Today -
(Pasig Sports Center)” <
© 2pim. ~HoR-vs Judiciary ..
3:30 p.m.— AFPws: C}mbudsman
£p.m.— PNPvs GSIS -

will be carried over.

The Group B cast is already
complete with newcormer Bureau
of Customs, Judiciary, PNP and
National Housing-Authority.

The Judiciary Magis are afready
2zsurad of the No, 2 seeding even
If they losc to the House of Repre-
seniatives Solons today.

Malacafiang completed & five-
game sweep of Group 4 following
a 72-55 drubhing of MMDA,

The winner of the tournament
organized by UNTV president and
CEC Daniei Razon gets the P4 mil-
lior prize which it will donate to
its chosen charity, Last Season,
AFP donated its prize tc AFP-EBSO
Education Benefit Systems O
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Ombudsman today, seeking ¢ crucial ~ Housing Authority.
win and a berth in the second round The Iudlcxan Magis are already
of thefifth UNTV Cup at the Pasig  assured of the No. 2 seeqing even if*
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AFP Joins Araw ng Kabataan with Medical,
Dental Mission

Posted by Lui Claudio on November 23. 2016 al 12:37 P

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City —In celebration of the National Children’s
Month, the Department of Social Weltare ana Development {USWD) together

with the Council for Welfare of Children (CWC), spearheaded this year's National

Children’s Congress (NCC), November 18 until November 22.
Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, Chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines

Public Affairs Office disclosed that the closing ceremony of the NCC was helg at
the AFF Theater here, November 22. The program includes an awarding
ceremony and remarks from the resource speakers of TEWD, CWC, and

) UNICEF.
The fve-day event cuiminated in an “Araw ng Kabataan” which gathered 900 children beneficiaries of the

Paniawid Pamilyang Pilipinc Program of DSWD across the 87 provinces of the Philippines and also 200

participants from partner organizations. and sponsors.
During the "araw ng Kabataan”, the DSWL held the awarding of the National Search for Exempiary 20786.

“We take pride of the children leacers that we have preduced in the past four years. These children really
deserve tc be called as exemplary. Despite life’s difficulties. they confinue lc pursue their dreams. They inspire
us ic work harder to give them betier future” said DSWL Secredary Judy Taguiwalo.

The organizers provided a serizs of light and fun workshops ane activitias, outpui-building. and iellovsship for

For its part, the AFP conducied &

General and the Office of the Chief Dental Service.
With the theme 'fsulong: Kafidac ne edukasyon para s& lahal ng bata.” this annual activity aims to engage the

youth with different activities to pool exemplary Pantawid Pamilya children beneficiaries anc 2quip them with
the essential knowledge on the program and fo support children’s rights as weli.

“The Armed Forces of the Philippines supporis these kinds of activities for the yvouth. I is important thal we
give recognition ic our children and encourage quality education and learning to all our Filipinc vouth,” General

the children tc encourage them to be active citizens.
medical and dental mission ai the AFP Theaier here. through the Surgeon

Ricardo Visaya, AFP Chief of Siafi said.
“We hope thal through the medical and dental mission, the AFF will be able to show ite unwavering support {0
other government organizations such as the DSWD in advancing ihe welfare of the youth and in making them
ready lo fead the country in the fuiure,” Gen Visaya added.

H
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AFP, PNP signed moa to intensify anti-
illegal drug campaign in CARAGA

Posted by Lui Claudio on November 23, 2016 af 310 PM

BUTUAN CITY — During the regular Regional Joint Peace and Security Coordinating Committee (JPSCC) -
Region 13 meeting held at the Police Regiona! Office-12 here, the 4th Infantry {DIAMOND)} Division of
Philippine Army (PA) and Philippine National Police (PNP} Regional Office 13 signed on Monday, November
21, 2016 the memorandum of agreement (MOA} for coflaboration procedures on anti-iliegal drug operations in
Caraga region.

The said MOA is aimed to atiain the following objectives: carry out President Rodrigo Duterte’s order to stop
and eliminate drugs within three to six months,; enhance coordination/cooperation between the PNP and AFP
in case build-up and investigation of suspectec persons involved in iliegal drugs; minimize the ingress and
egress of high value targets and illegal drug paraphernalia; and synchronize effort of government and
strengthen its position in bringing target drug personalities and offenders to justice among others.
Basec on the MOA, the PNP iakes the lead role in any operation on the implementation of Pulis at Sundalo:
iagkabalikat Laban Sa Droge Project known as “Double Barrel’, and takes the lead rofe in the
investigation/processing of scene of the crime; and other law enforcement operations against illegal drugs.

Meanwhile, the Philippine Army shall provide support fo law enforcement operations; assist the PNP in the
implementation of Project Double Barrel which include the execution of the five stages of Project TokHang —
collection and validation of information stage, coordination stage, fiouse to house visitation stage. processing
and documeniation siage. and monitoring and evaluzation siage.

“The 4D Philippine Army shall maximize its efforts and extend full cocperation and support tc the PNP in all
nhases of operations of the project to ensure that Caraga region will be able tc sustain peace and order and

soon become & drug-free region.” MGen Benjamin R. Maarigal Jr. £ Commander

24
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AFP rewards a total of P5.9-M to tipsters vs
Abu Sayyaf

By: Frances Mangosing - Reporter

AFP chief General Ricardo Visaya on Wednesday hands out reward money worth P5.9 million to tipsters that

led 6 the neutralization of Abu Sayyaf members. The rewards system was established in 2001 tc encourage
help track down wanted personalities. FRANCES

civilians to help out in providing information: tha. wil
MANGOSING

The Armed Foroes of the Philippines on Wednesday handed over 2 total of P£.8-miflion reward money to twg

tipsters that gave information leading to the neutralization of Abu Sayyaf members.
AFP chief Gen. Ricardc Visava personally handed the rewara money io two men wearing hooded jacksts and
whose faces were covered with masks.
The first tipster received P5.3 million for the neuiralization of Abu Savyaf sub-leader Sihatra Muallam Asmad
alsc known as Latip. He was involved in the kidnapping of foreign guests and workers of Sipacian 3each
Resort in Sabah, Malaysia, in April 2000 and members of the Jehova's Witnesses in Patikui, Sulu, in Augist
2000.

detantion, was killed in & faw enforcement

Asmad. who was wanted for six counts of kidnapping and illegal
operation in November 2014, at Sitio Patong-Patong, Brgy. Duyan Kahea in Parang. Sulu.
ived P600,000 for providing information to military forces thai led ic the

The other tipster, meanwhile, rece
arrest of Abu Sayyal member and cohori Suhud Yakan in May 2014 in Isabela. Basilan.
legal detention; kidnapping 15 and kifling of two residents of

Yakan was wanted for kidnapping and serious il
Golden Harves: Plantations in Brgy. Laniawar, Sasilar:. in June 2011,
Visaya said they hope the reward system wif compet other people to step up in the fight against terrorism.
in 2001 tc encourage civilians to help out in providing information o arrest

The reward system was established
wanted personalities who are threats to national security and public safety. TWJ

H0)
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BLESSING | Inauguration of Del Pilar
Media Briefing Lounge

Posted by Alvin Santiagc on November 23, 201€ al 4.31 PM

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) - The Armed Forces of the Philippines — Public
Affairs Office conducted the Blessing and Inauguraton of the Del Piiar Media Briefing Lounge loday,

November 23, 2016 ai Camp General Emilio Aguinaidc, Quezon City.

The Blessing and Ribbon-Cutting was ied by the Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Siaff General
Ricardo R Visaya as Guest of Honor. He was assisted hy Chief, Public Affairs Office Marine Colonel Edgard

Arevalo. ALS TAES | MCAG
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Navy Patrol Boat 119 Rescues Three
Fishermen in Samal

Posted by Lui Claudio on November 23, 2016 at 3:54 PM

Camp Fanacan Station Hospitai {CPSH; — L1 Cdr. ignacio M. Umaili Jr. Philippine Navy
and the crew of Patrol Boal (PB; 118 brought te shore three fishermen they rescued
from & banca thal capsized in Samal waters last night.

The rescued fishermen namely Soy-an T. Osani, 47 years old: Jamir P. Osani, 20 years
old: and Henry L. Everre, 17 vears oid, residents of Barangay lsta Verde, reporiedly

finished loading their catch at 10 p.m. when a huge wave hit the broadside of their

banca, causing it to capsize.

Lt Cdr. Umali PN and his men onboard Navy vessel BRF Nicoias Wiahusay (PB " 19; were on routine maritime
patrol along the waters of Sama. when they sighted the fishermen at 5:35 a.m. todey They immediateiy
cessfully lcaded the rescued fishermen onto PB 112 anc

responded to aid the three and ai 6:10 a.m.. sJC
towed the banca towards Naval Station Felix Apolinaric. Panacan, Davao City.Cpl. Victor Salvador C. Dato,

the physician on duty at CPSH certified the welldeing of the fishermen and gave them clearance o gc home.
Soy-an Osani. the oldest of the three, says “Nagpapasaiamat ‘afaga kami at dumating ang Navy ai nakiia
Dty

kami." PE 11¢ eventually assistac the fishermen ang their banca tc Sta. Ana Wharf. Davac
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Bonifacio Naval Station to be opened to
motorists to ease traffic

By: Ciara Masinag, InterAksyon.com
November 25, 2016 5:21 ”M

MANILA - Another military facility is being opened {o motorists tc imprave the flow of wraffic, in expectation of

the usval congestior. ir the run-up to the holicays.

The iietropelitar. Manilz Development Autharity ‘IAMD A, will oper. the Bonifacic Nawa, Station (BNS, in Taguig
Citv as an attemate route ior public vehicles with the appropriate decals.

Last week, officiais said pars of Camp Aguinaide will be opened t¢c motorists whe secure pass cards or Jecais
seforshand,
Such decals or pase cards ¢ be jssuec ic motorists ir Came Aguinalde will aiss be Jonzred Tor those s&8king
ic enier the BNS fadiiity. lwMDA General Manager Tim DOrbos salu.

Wiotoris:s coming from Villamor Airbase in Pasay City going tC Sonifacio Globa: Cify a2z and vice-verse can
use the BMS i bvpass the (raffic snarl aiong _awion Avenue.

Al present, only vehicles of military personnei and those with decals or pase cards are allowed to pase trough
B3NS going to Pascng Tamc Extension from Lawton Avenue.

~rhos said motorsie wishing to use the route mav aoply for the decal o7 nase card starting Thursday
November 24, 2016,

The application forms are available at the MIMDA main office in Makati City.

Camp Aguinaide in Quezor: City will be openec 1C

Earlier. the MIMDA. along with the I-ACT, announcec that
ating vehicles going e and coming from

area D bound. accommed

Katipunan Avenue anc nearby roads.
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BRP Andres Bonifacio feted at Pearl Harbor

(philswar.com: Upgatec November 23 201E - £ 48pm

Bonifacic tc Pear! Harbor. DFA release

MANILA, Philippines — The Phiiippine Consulate General in Honoluiu welcomed the officers and crew of the
BRP Andres Bonifacio. the Philippine Havy's newest ship wher: if dockec ir zwaii last week the Department
of Foreign Affairs said Wednesday.

in & press reiease, the DFA saic P Saptain Srende Casaciang anc hie officers and crew war
welcome receptior when the ship dockec at Joint Base Pean Harbor Hickam on November

"he race

otior was arranged by the consulale generai. members ot the Filinie-american communily there and
py the U S Facific Command.

~he Bonifagic is the Nawy's thirn farma, S Soast Guars sufter anc wil’ ioir sister ships 3R* Zregonic Del
Pilar and BRF ~amen Alcaraz ir tne Philippine Flest.

Oto WMelare suic-cannon ang has g sruising speec 7 28 knots, will

isaster raspense operations anc il be a iaboratory for maritime

anc mariime law eniarcamen: {or the Philippine Navy the DFA

The Bonifacic. which ig armed with & 7émim £ of
be usec for sea patrole, humaniiaran anc d
security training. rescue operations raining
said.

The ship was commissioned inic the Philippine Fleet in July and left the US Coast Guard base i Alameada,

Caffforniz o Novaembar 1 for the joumey ic the Philippines.
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Joint military and civic exercises with US forces pegged at 258

for 2017

Philippine News Agency
Joint military and civic exercises with US military forces in 2017 will only hit the 258 mark or five lower than the

263 proposed.
These figures include even small units and civic military operations.
This was stressed by oulgoing Armed Forces of ihe Philippines (AFP; chief-of-staff Gen. Ricardo

Visaya Wednesday.
"(These) exercises will be more focused on counter-terrorism, humanitarian assistance and disaster refief,

engineering civic actions, so that wifl be in line with the pronouncements and the guidance of our President o

the AFP," he said.

Earlier, the Department of National Defense (DND) recommendec (¢ President Rodrigo Duterte a re-focusing
of bilateral activities on command post exercises, tabletop exercises, staff exercises and simulation exercises
and training; maintenance of bilateral humanitarian and disaster response and counter-terrorism exercises;

and giving focus on non-iraditional security concerns such as countar-narcotics and transnational crimes.

wih o Tariredanalysi.hiossool Som
AFP getting upper hand in ongoing campaign against ASGs

Phifippine News Agency
Qutgoing Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP; chiel-of-siaff Gen. Ricardo Visaya saic efforts to neutralize
the &by Savval Group {ASG) in Basilan and Joic /Sulu; is getling belier as more ang more bandiis are being

eliminated in the ongoing focused military operations.
*[ would like to tell you thal the situation in iMindanac. particularly in Sasilan and Jolg is getting betier and this

only the first time in the history of ithe) Armed Forces that @ mass surrender of ASE {around 20 brigands} took
place." he noted.

Visava was referring to the surrender of 20 ASC bandits, aiong with their weapons, last Sept. 23 in Basilan.
He also dismissed claims that kidnapping atiacks perpetrated by the bandits are on the rise, adding that it was
greatly reduced with the Navy's ongoing sea dertial operations and deployment of the BRP Tarlac (LD-501)

between the maritime boundaries of the Philippines and Malaysiz.
"There were two kidnapping incidents happened in Malaysiz but the perpetralors were unable to enier our

territory because of the strategic location of our nava! assets there,"Visaya stressed.
Since the AFP conducted its offensive agains! the ASG in July, bandits kilied in Sulu during the July-Oclober

period has reached 60, with another 19 wounded. and 30 captured.
Fociian, military unite have killed 10 wounded three and capturad twe while 24 volintarily

Whijje | B2s

surrenderad to the AFP.
Visaya said these cperations have made a sizeable dent against the ASG terrorists those active strength is

estimated to around 400 armed men.
These figure includes the death of key terror personalities Mohammad Said. Jamiri Jawdarl. Musanna Jamiri,

and Nelson and Braun Muktadii.
Visava. 5 member of Philippine Miiitary Academy Class of 1985. is schieduled to step down or: Dec. 7

i3
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Search uncovers high-powered arms in Talitay,
Maguindanao

InterAksyon

A portion of the cache of high-powered arms recovered in Talitay. Maguindanan, Phatographed by Jay Alcaniare,

InterAksyon
Combined security forces based in the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mirdanao (ARMWM) on 2 massive search

mission broughi to light on Wednesday an assorled cache of high-powersd weapons and associated

ammunition from an apparent private armory in Talitay. Maguindanac.
The continuing law enforcement operation, which was carried out based on 2£ search warrants and

sompiemented with armored and aerial action Fridav lasi week by some 300 government troops. raided the
residence of Mayor Miontasir Sabal, who has not reported for work for weeks, seizing & small guantity of

suspected drugs and three firearms.

P N
—

Photograph from Brigada Magundanao Facebook Fosi
The homes of the vice mavar, Regional Assemolyman Sidik Ameril and the town’'s Association of Barangay

Chairmen president were also raided.
Recovered on Wednesday morning were various weapons thal included two caliber .50 machine guns, four

caliber .30 machine guns. assorted ammunition and 81 and 60 mm monrtar rounds, ammunition
reloaders abandoned at a marshy spot of Barangay Pagada.according to Police inspector Razul Pandulo.
spokeman of the Magumdanac police and incumbent office-in-charge of the police station in Talitay.

The security and law enforcement establishment have begun an investigation into the development that carries

serious implications for safety, security and law and order.
Tension is high, and numerous residents of Talitay have voluntarily evacuated for fear of passibly gatting

cadght in untoward armed confroniations.
The mayor of Taiitay was tagged as a "narco-politician” by Presiden! Rodrigo Duterie. Ascording to ARMM

Gowvernar Mujiv Hataman. be will be declared abseni without lsave and indefinilely suspended.
Halaman said 7alilay has been "headless” since Saba! went into hiding. %
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