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"By Mar 8. Arguelies
and Miarion Ramos
@ ' Perin_ ngurey

Rishop  Joel Z. Baylon an-
pounced during sunday Mass
the ringing of church bells in Al-
bay provitee cvery night at g
Pon s o Stgaal Lo the daithful to
piay oo end to estrajudicial
Ll s Mresident Duterte's
Va0t L s,

T Lead ot ihie Divcese of
Vegazed anteniined 108 vall for
TPravera G SdaeT Mg fetier tu
sl fherie t was Fead 10 45
chintds b througiiout the
provinee woday aftel the Prosi
el repeaied his vow Lo execute
drug addicls, wrging them 1o stay
Iddoors v be sienced forever,

“We will Fing the bells of our
churches aud chapels 1o call our
people 1o prayer, 1o ask God to
bless us ali with is grace of mer-
vy and cotnpassion,” Baylon said.

“Togerher, we can make o
ditference and significantly re-
duce this disorder o our midse,”
he added.

Baylon said the ringing of
belts andd oftering of pravers
would colitinue tor ag long as
i enandt .

"wee o in tadl support of
vinit deslie o eratlicate thas
dray paebiend” be wld Pregt-

it saddens us to see that the majority
of the victims are the very same poor
whose lives you promised to protect
and atleviate from the shacides of
abject poverty ‘

jneE Z. Baykm
Bishop of the Diccese of Legazpt

dent Duterte in his tetter, but he
{ainented the loss of 4,000 lives
in the vielence that had accom-
panied s canpaign,

"It sadedens us to see that the
majority of the victims are the
very same poor whose lives you
promised to protect and allevi-
ate from the shackles of abject
poverty,” he said.

‘Rarong Paglaom’

He said the diocese had
started  “Harong  Paglaom”
{House of Hope), a community-
based rehabilitation program
aimed at providing recovery
coaching, spirinal guidance
and fite shills training to sub-
stance ugers, in collaboration
with Jocal govermment uaits,

7

particularly the barangays.

Speaking  before  ludges,
lawyers and rellow graduates
from the Sau Beda College o!
Law on Saturday night, Mr
Durerte said:

“In the coming days, 1 will
make it a must, that all of you
who are into illegal drugs
should not step oul of your
house ... I dou't have {enough)
jails. You just stay i your home
and lock yourself up. If you go
outside, son of a bitch, I will kill
you {f I see you outside.”

Special rapporteur
The Iresident’s  warning
canie amid the plapied visis Lo
the country ol the UN speciad
rapportews un extrajudicial exc
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Curicns Agnes Callamard, wlg
Wwds ihvited by Malgcafang io

streets and (the) Jast druglordis -

exterminated. it will JBSL. 0L

Ssewlurdierselit-g HE“COTAHET o1
the Iuilere administrazion’s
ritthiless drog war

Despite Fepealedly issuing
such threats, Mr. Dyler(e had
velieinently denjed ordering the
execution of drog sudpects ad
biamed the eriminal syndicates

_of purging their own ranks,

He had locked horns with or
ficials of the United States, Lo
fupean Union and the Uniite
Natons  fo; suely remarks,
which his eritics Lelieved Were 4
velled sanction for the police 1o
egape 1 exruiudicial Lilkings.

The  Fouloomtey Tornwy
Davao City mayor Lad edrted t)e
adulation of Lis sUpporters by
promsing 10 eradicate the drug
problem and wrinality in e
country  within  the  firg; Six
wonths of i adminisiration,
vow he had faited o keep as he
asked for & six-month extension
in carrying o bis drug campaiyn;,

3urveys show up to 8u per-
cetl of Filipines support his
anlinarcoiicy campatgi.

As in previous gatherings,
the Presiden; spent much of hig
50-mintte speech giving litany
regarding his adrinistration’s
Caanpaiyl against Hiegal drugs
and how ditficulr iy tusic was..

T will Suppiess driugs. ')
doing 1w belivve me, uni
the luast pushier (s} vt of ihe

the Tast day of my term. | will
Lot back dowis,” he sajd,

"While 1 don't want Lo sOuHd
concened, i [ dig nor becone
Lresident, 1he 1y abom oy
problem  wir), Mepal  drugs,
which s veally o virulesg: issue
andd activiey, will not Lome oyi,”
he ddded, '

Validated naveolis

The  drug piublemn, My,
Biernie sae, was nikh nore
difficult 1o hundle thans terrg -
i " waondd rather deal witg
enorisin because,. n's JUST Vit
Feince Fur & Inolient,” e suid

The President said the vali-
dated list of pulicenen, mayurs
and uther governmenr officialy
involved in the llegal drug trade
Was abDOW several inches thick.

Mr. Durerre had earher iden-
tified former President Fido}
Ramos, who also attendec the
eVent, as the source of hig S0-
called “naccolist

He said the information Hiv-
en o him by Ramos, wholn lie
deseribed as hiy "N, 1eritic and
Nu. 1 supporter,” prompred himn
twseek the presidency.

According 1y the Fresident,
ke woule presey the list of
Public offivials belind the har
Cotivs Dusiness i) e wex
Miewibing of the Mool RITRTESE
ty Coungs, 1N

JFTHE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add; oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tef no, (02} 845-2555 L ocal: 5285, 5295

N, .
Army Core Furpose: Serving the peopte. Securing the land.




Army Vision. By 2028, & world-class Army that is & scurce of national pride

[ OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02)

B845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

g4 November 2016

Page:

{
!

terrorist

. ByROEL PARERO

' and CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

ZAMBOANGA CITY -

Lanao del Sur.

homes.

The Maute band reportedly
raised an IS flag in an aban- -
doned building near the town

hall, he said.. . ..

Tan said the milii'ary' was

expecting the Maute to gain
upport.

Maute group’s agenda in

Gurting support and encour-
Troops killed 11 terrorists . aging similar minded individ-

linked to the Islamic State (IS) :: tals to support IS,” Tan said,
and wounded five others dup- - _ _
ing amilitary offensive to flush frustrate their sinister objec-
out a 200-strong Maute gang.
ey g parsof butig tow_n, . Ing the offensive to prevent the

Four soldiers were slightly  situation from escalating or

~wounded in the fighting. ;. 2.
- Armed Forces Western Min-+;
danao Command spokesman
Maj. Filermon Tan Jr. said ‘the
terrorists forced residents from
other areas in Butig to flee their -

“The AFP will continue to

tive.”

. Tan said troops are continu-

spilling to other areas.

- Troops are conductling clear-
ing operations in the vicinity of
Barangay Bayabao, he added.

" "Col. Roseller Murillo, Army
103rd Brigade commander,

- 11 MaUte F.’T‘?*‘*'_P#Q’é.ii_.' o

said troops contintie to move

~This is still part of the

in from different advance posi-

tion to push back the terrorists. -
-Col. Edgard Arevalg,.

Armed Forces public affairs
chief, said other members
of the Maute band  are now
on the run from government
troops,

“The military opera-~

tions were in reaction to
the Maute... what they did
was they rushed to the place
and occupied and took their

positions, so because of that:

we were constrained into
conducting operations to
dislodge them,” he said. ......

Mediareports showed Mili-
tary SF-260 trainer aircraft

were seen dropping 150-pound

“‘bormnbs over the town center.
- where Maute fighters have oc-
cupied the municipal hall, na-

tional high school and mosque,
- The militaty estimated that
from 200 terrorists on Satur-
day, around 300 men armed
with grenade launchers are
now occupying the town.

The terrorists come from
different parts of Mindanao
like Basilan and Maguindanao,
most of them returnees to the
Maute, the military said.

All roads in Butig have been
closed to the public and resi-
dents have been evacuated to
other municipalities, with the
biggest number in Lumbaya-
nague, Lanao del Suz.

.. Arevalo said they are coor-

dinating with the commanders

Tiirnto Page 18

from the field for more infor-
mation, :

“We'll just ask the specific
locations of the ‘terrorists, Buit
we're not quite inclined to
mention this because they
might know that we know
their location, but they are in
a portion of the municipality
{of Butig).” C

“resumed. .

Arevaio said the military
operation is going on, but he

does not know if fighting has

“We have decimated them
in terms of number but any

singular attack:of lobbing a

grenade in a market place is
already an act of terrorism,”
he said. -
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| By Mario I, Mallarl _

_ Governm ent troops ;yesterday ﬁred
artxliexy at positions held by an Islamie

the group which staged & deadly bombing
mPres:dentRodngo Duterte’s Homie city.
-+ The Army is trying to dislodge
 mentibers of the Maute group from an
~abandoned town hall ‘and other

taged adeadly
bombing in Davao G/ty A

militant faction in southern Philippines -
a9 more soldiers were deployed against -

posztmns they have oceup:ed in Butzg,
a remote, mainly Muslim mountain
townin Lango del Sur.

Clashes broke out last S&turday

between ¢ menbers of Maute, who'

‘claims allegianceto the Islamic Siate

group; and the Army,

Armied Forces spokesman Brig.
Gen. Rastitito Padilla, citing what he
called mte]hgence st)urces,” said H

al: G205,

SO0E

AT
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The bodies of the siam fighters
had not yet’ been recovered, he said,

addmgtwo ioidiers were wounded.

Butig sald the

"'nilitary had ptained photographs

of the Maute: group flying the black
IS flag overithe ocoupied building,
- They said they themselves wers
not elose enough to verify this.
Another; mllitary spokesman,
Col. Edgard “Arevaly, said this

. action was expected.

“The group has reportedly
raised the ISIS flag which was
expected since'they have fong been
professing allegiance to the foreign
terror group,” he admitted.

“This is stilt part of the Maute
group's agenda n courting support
and encouraging similar minded
individuals to support ISIS,” the
military official added, r_eferring to

another acronym for IS

- Avevalo said- members _of the";f' : inr
Maute grouppeeupied the abandoned i

portion of Butig municipality ai
around 8 a.mi. Saturday —prompting

s0me remdents in the area to flee

their homes. ="
. “This prompted the immediate

conduet of miilitary operations
" foensed on dislodging the Iawless

group. Two soldiers were slightly
wounded while 1I members of
Maunte Group were killed and at
least five wounded,” he added.
Melacafang, for its part, said the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) will continue to frustrate the
sinister ohjectives of the Maute group.
“The government will prevent
the situation from escalating to
other areas,” presidential
Communications Secretary Martin
Andanar said in a statement.
“The Maute group has long been
professing allegiance to 1818, so the
reported raising of the ISIS flag does

" by the Maute Grmzp have already
“lett whils for thosé whe have chosen

'p'rlse The group

to remain the local government

unit is loo}ung after them.”

Pres1dentzal adviser on the
peace process-Jesus Durezs said

" President Hodrigo Duterte is fully

aware of the challenges on the
ground, “hénce he is taking bold

" steps to ‘deal with them.”

“The Maute situation is still a
developing situation in Butig. ¥ may
be good for wveryone to know that
the ceaseflre and ad hoc joint
action group ‘which are mechanisms
of the Bangsamore peace process
are now operational to deal with
the ground situation,” he added.

Dureza said the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) forees are
now helping the government
security forees in handling the

it ISIS,” he-added.

ffensive m E..a:m

developments. P :
“Even the prowsmns for the :

‘affedted evaciees dre heing

assisted by the MILF _to_s;upport
goveriment’s efforts to assist
those adversely affected by the

‘ongoing ‘stand-off “in-the area.

Other efforls by other sectors are
ongoing as we speak,” Dureza said.

The Maute group is one of
several armed Islamist
organizations in Mindanap which
have pledged allegianee to Islamic
State fighters in Irag.and Syria.

In past fighting with froops, the
group's members were seen
carrying black I8 fiags ‘and
bandannas bearing the jihadists’
insignia were found in their base
the milifary said. N

Three members of the Maute
group were arrested last month,
accused of the September bombing
that teft 15 persons dead in Davao,
Duterte’s home fown -and
Mindanao’s fargest city, AFP and PHA
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BY VICTOR REYES

ELEVEN members of the
Maute criminal group were
reported killed while five
other members were injured
in skirmishes at the old and
a2bandoned Butig municipal
buiidiﬁg in Lanao dej Sur,
which started Saturday,

No enemy body was recoy.
ered. The casualty report was
“based on our signal intely-
gence and other sources,™ Col,
Edgard Arevalo, chief of the
AFP public affajrs office, said
yesterday,

Four soidiers were also
wounded in the fighting that
broke out ar 9:49 5 g Saturday
at the building which some 50

members of the criminal group
accupied earlier thyy day.
Arevalo said the group oc-
cupied the building and took
Positions there on the belief
that the military operations
will focus on Butig town. The
sroup also replaced 3 Philip-
pine flag ar the building with
that of the Islamic State of Irag
and Syria (ISIS).
he Maute group, which
has been linking itseif to the
ISIS, is blamed for atrocities
in Mindanao, including the
September 2 bombing in
Davao City, which left 15
beople dead and SCores in.
jured. It has abouyt 200 to 300
members, including former
members of the Moro Islamic

Lanao

Liberation Frong. It had been
subject of major military
Operations, one of them last
February thar left 23 group
members dead, -

Arevalo said the military hasg
to “distodge” the group from
the building because the occu.
pation “has driven the people
from other areas of the town
to flee their homes,”

Padilla, on the raising of the
ISIS flag, said the act was “ex-
pected since they have long
been professing allegiance to
the foreign terror group.”

“This is stjl] part of the Maute
Group'sagenda in courting sup-
port and €ncouraging similar
minded individuals to support
ISI8,” he added.
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ARTILLERY FIRE " Army Soldiers of the Tst Field Artillery Battalion aim their howitzers at
members of the Maute Group who have bécupied the old and abandoned municipal hall of Butig,
Lanao del Sur province. —RICHEL V. UMEL S ' S
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Troops fire 105mm howitzer cannons toward ene -
from their base nNear Butig'town in Lanao def Sur barse-

%osiilons
uesday.
- . AFP
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. Philippines yesterday_ saud 11

members of ‘thé Islamic ex-
tremist Maute Group had been
killed and five others wounded
during military operations in
Butig, Lanao del Sur.-:province,
thatbegan on Saturday'
offensive two days after 200-
300 members of: the: group
stormed the town center; occu-
pied the old, abandoned munic-
ipal hall and. even raised the
flag of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (Isis) there:: i
“This prompted’ the imme-
diate conduct of military oper-
ations focused -on’ dislodging
the lawless group. Two goldiers
were slightly wounded whlle 58

were killed and at least five
wounded,” Marine Col. Edgard

‘Arevalo, AFP public affairs of-

fice head, said in.a-statement.
The report could not be inde-
pendently confirmed..

Arevalo advised. -résidents
remaining in the vicinity of the
building to leave their homes as
the AFP expected the ciashes to
lastfor a week. '

The
planes to strike at:the struc-
tures near the town hall, such
as the public high school and
the mosque that were also be-
ing occupied by the Maute
Group fighters. :

“The group has .. long been
professing allegiance to the for-
eign terror group. This is still

mxhtafy deployed-

Tl LS Mt sn e e nmaat ey

part of [its] agenda in courting

support and encouraging simi- |
far-minded individnals to Sup- :
. port Isis,” Axevalo said.; .

Pmpaganda acmwty T
The AFP .
Brig. Gen. Restituto Padiila,

echoed Arevaio’s staternents in
" City night market:that left 15

atelevision interview.

“This is something that we -

see as an attempt of the Maute
Group to attract attention; to
atlract recruits, to project a de-
gree of force which is entirely a
propaganda activity,” Padilla
said.

He said the rrnhtarys
strength in the area was “ade-
quate” and the scene of the
fighting was “well-secured.”

The old town hall used to be
the group’s stronghold until it
was recaptured by the military
inn February. The group’s final

TR IvIv Y]

Faiv gy

dlers have been Wounded ~STORY BY JEROME
ANING JULIE ALIPALA AND MARLON RAMO :

spokesperson, -
~members were responsible for

‘nd abandoned

Sur provmce

820

stronghold, Camp. Darul Iman,
a former Moro Islamic Libera-
tion. Front .. (MILE) - military

:-fcamp in-Butig, fell to the mxh-
“taryinjune. :

The military beheves that
members of the Maute-Group

the bomb attack ‘in:the-Davao

.dead in September.partly in re-
venge for the June debacle.

The Maute. ‘Group, com-
posed of former MILF fighters,
~is being led by brothers Omar
-and Abdullah Maute, who have
piedged allegiance :to Isis and
aim to set up an similardslamic

state in Mindanao. .. .
. The pres1dentxal adviser on
the peace process, Jesus

Dureza, sajd in a statement yes-
terday that MILF troops were
coordinating with government
forces in Butig. He said the
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Abu Sayyaf and the Mau
Group

“The Isis is really danger—
ous. That-is why you have. 10
use your head. Do not cinve

precisely what happened, i
. Africa} the: Presuient told "
gathering of ‘the ‘San Beda:
lege of Law Alurnmi Assoc;atm
'm Tagulg C:ty on Saturday

Ramos strategy
Wxthout elaboratmg; Mr
Duterte said he believed inthe -
strategy of then President Fidel -
Ramos in dealing with the Mc- K
1o “rebellion.” . .
Said the President: "What;
will we do? We will just have to
wait. We will just have to talk

‘MILF:was assisting evacuees.

w0 Gun battles
Maj.. Filemon . Tan Jr,
spokesperson of the Western
Mindanao Command based in
Zamboanga City, said gun bat-

tles ‘were continuing on Sunday. ‘

- Reinforcements were sent
‘on Saturday “and more deploy-

‘mentsiare- happemng,” “Tan™

insaid :
On : Saturday, Tan said
Maute ‘guerrillas fired at sol-

diers conducting clearing oper-,

“ations following an air raid on
suspected hideouts of the
group.
.. He said the town had been
deserted, adding the residents
had fled after getting informa-
tion of the attack.

- On Saturday night, Presi-
dent Duterte raised the possi-
bility of negetiating with the

and tatk. What we will pass on
to the next generation is a talk—__

‘ing administration.”

_. Quoting Ramos, the” Presx- 3
dent said “there can neverbe'y 5
real tight” in Mindanac. i

“You just have to talk” he,
said. T was asked pointblank.
questions by the media in Zam-
boanga. They-said, ‘Mr. Presi-
dent, this is the sixth time you

_ visited the wounded and.dead
soldiers. When will you end: the

Abu Sayyaf?’ I said, “What do
you want?' I'mean I could do it.
I could burn Jolo now. I could

bomb the place.”

“And in the mountams I
will order carpet bombings and

I would tell the military after

the operatgon T don't want to
see a single person standing,” -
Do you want me to do that'r'-'
And if T kill-children and inno-~
cent people and all, can we sur-
vive as a nation?” he lamented. .

INQ

!
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.. Duterte said he is keepitig his
- hands off the screening ‘of thy
- next chief of staff of the Armed”
Forces of the Philippinis (AFP), i
=0 AFP chief Gen, Ricardo Vi-
_saya is retiring on Dec.:8. The
-AFP has its board of genierals

" Delfin Torenzana go over the -
- selection process, but the Presi-
dent siressed that the next AFP
-chief must not be tainted with- :
corruption. L
. “But being the
wcommander-in-

¢ provided he is appointed by ..
< the President who trusts him.
“The position of chief of
ff of AFP is a position of

“sta
. trustand confidence. Whoever
he will choose must have his

“generals, they have togo
the process” Dusterte told
e over the weekend.

- ByEDITHREGALADO 7" "
' chief, the Président st
.the prerogative to choose, -

AFPboard of

[ leave it to the

- Duterte said he woul

. he would et
Visaya and Defense Seéi'g{faxfy

as

... Under the law, even an offi-
cer with a rank of a full colonel

-could’also become chief of staff

trust.and confidence,” ‘a'rank-
ing military official said..
- The ‘Source also told:ThHe
STAR that all three-star gener-
- als are contenders to become
the next AFP chief. .~
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(o staff of the Armed Forces of the
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3

| mandatory retirement, _
" Informed military sources said
| @ change of command ceremony
.. 'wastentatively scheduled af Canp
- Aguinaldo on December 7 with the
- commander in chief President
Duterte invited as guest of honor.
Initial plans showed the
.. ceremony will coincide with the
celebration of AFP Day which
“traditionally happens every

December 21, -

Visaya is reachlng the
mandatory retirement age of 56
on December 8—only five months
after assuming the AFP top post
last July 1.

Ph:hppmes is on with ‘the
* upcoming retirement of VP chief -
“of staff Gen, Ricardo’ “Visaya on
I Decemher 7 of g day before his

contenders 111] succeed staya
"ATPvice chief of staff Lt
Glorioso Miranda; Army’ chig
Gen. Eduardo Ano and Lt. G
Ray  Leonardo Guerrero, -
commander of Eastern Mmdana.o
Comimand.

Miranda and Ano are mistahis 5_ S
" of staff, Visaya worked for the

of Visaya from the Philippie
Military Academy Class of 1983
while Guerrero belonged fo PMA -
Class of 1984 whlch may work .
“against “him ‘as some of his
ristahs, particularly those in the
Philippine National Police, were
identified with the Liberal Party. .
Considered as the “dark
horse” is Maj. Gen. Benjamin
Madrigal, ehief of the Army's 10th
Infantry Division, He is a member

. bombers last September that

" about 70 others.

' foreign victims in southern
" Philippines,

sxdency, Duterte sf.ressmg his

Visaya as AFP chief,
01 the other hand Ano is
‘credited for the neutrallzatmn of
éight suspects in the Davao City

killed 15 people and wounded
Meanwhile, Padilla said as chief
neutralization of the terrorist Abu
Sayyaf Group in compliance with
the order of Duterte to destroy
lddnapping for ransom of Iocal and

“The CSAFP (Visaya) worked
on pursuing the ASG campaign,

counter-terrorism, and followed
through on peace and

Upon h1s assumpf;ion of- ﬂle-

preference for senmrity, named

the bandits responsible for the

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr.,  of the PMA Class of 1085, development initiatives among
- AFP spokesman, however, would If the President sticks to: its -, others, He spearheaded the ATP i
“not know if the AFP Board of “preference to seniority, as he . during the start of the new §
Generals (Bo@) has already stressed in choosing Visaya last ~ administration following a very i
. convened to come up with A short July, Miranda and Ano have the stable transition,” Padilla said, i
. list t0o be submitted to the advantage against the cher "~ During Visaya's incumbency,
President, through the - contenders, there were mass surrender of Abu i
Department of National Defense. In fact, Miranda served as' Sayyaf terrorists which, he i
“We still have no information acting AFP chief from April fo claimed, was an indication the §
i (the BoG) convened for CSAFPS  Jume this year — replacing another  government was winning the H
(Visaya's) replacement,” Padilla  member of the PMA Class of 1083  peace in southern Philippines. i
said, Gen. Hernando Iriberri. Former Visaya actually wanted to j
Padilla, however, stressed that  President Aquino opted to defeat the Abu Sayyaf before he
all three star generals are observe the election ban on retiresbut recently admitted the i .
“technically qualified” to assume appointments and named Miranda ~ military needs more time to finally i
:;he AFP top post. as acting chief, destroy the bandit group, §
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admmlstratmn_ g conszd~

h_ange for
er entences

operatzons against.a: belhgerent R

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
mmander after’ estabhshmg hls'own"_-'. -.

ent” in Mindanao: :
. The Preszdent laid down some abuses cmn~
rrutted by MILF Commander Bravo and Warned

he might order the security forees to “get rld” .

- of hi ne of these days.”

hat is getting worse,” the President
-said du gt he San Beda Coilege of Law glumni
;.homga i ‘n Tagmg Cxty last Saturday

o y‘ou, ’tong si Bravc Mayroon

fituents really are also Moros [He's

_oros] ”he added.”

“in Shari’ah courts, The

MILF com_mander how-- v

5, pomt in time, 1 havé te deaI mth the o

ng ébyerno sa Mmdanao and most

Duterte said Bravo :
whose real namsé is Abdul— %
lah Macapaar, has appre- .
~hended. suspected erimi-:

“nals and prosecuted them topics discissed with some senfor

- government Qfﬁcxais in Davao last

the profits, accordmg to DPuterte,

. ¥Mag-utang ka: Bayad ka'sa kanya'
“P10,000. Sabihin ;

iMiya, sa treasurer na’ ‘yuang 5,000

: .kanya IIf you borrow money, you -

'you ‘He has his own 'government in fj_:_'wﬂl Ppay him P10;000. He would write

and most of his constltuents reaIIy-'

on-his book, or teII his ireasurer

that he would pocket ?5 900} " he -

added.

Duterte admitted that the gov-"'

ddressmg
as '-among*th

ernment’s action |
the Bravo §if

weekend

ia

you'll be sent "
to Jall He will arrest you if yout are-
- adrugpusher. 'You Jjust have to pay
him and he will ive: you the sen- .
- tencel,” Dutérte aid. i o
’I‘he MILF mmander aIso'_:
i s'money lending
scheme’ Where “he pockets half of

oo sa lbro-.

er on the
overseas Filipino workers (OFWS) :
affairs Abdullah Mamao, -
_““But'one of these. days, I saxd I’II '
 be'forced to ask the secur:ty forces
- ofthe™ unahm mo na yan ” Duterte-
ladded s :
Desplte hIS complaznt' about -
Bravo, the President ha Hing
against the MILF leadership fol:
lowing its strong. support for the. .
Bovernment’s . campaign- agamst
.illegal drugs. He said the MILF has
' actuaﬂy cooperated by not standing
in the way of anti-drug operations.
“Infairness to the Moro leaders,
‘Murad and all, (they) hate drugs »
' Dutérte said, - :
“Pagka ang mxssmn ng pulis
_pam army pumapasok :

the
ndi makialam so that is
- really something we shouid appre~

_clate 7 he added.
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BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

AND VICTOR REYES

Sayyaf, saying he can easily or-
der an all-out offensive against
the bandit group if there are no
civilians in their areas of opera-
tion: in Sulu and Basilan.

Last August, Duterte said he
wants the Abu Sayvaf crushed
within his terms as president,

*T could do it, I could burn
Jolo now, I could bomb the
place. And in the mountaijns,
mag-carpet bombing ako. .. And
if I kill children and innocent
people and all, can we survive
as a nation?” he said Saturday
night at the San Beda College
of Law alumni homecoming,

during which he also ordered

concerned authorities to “get
rid of Bravo” in 20 days.

The President did not give de-
tails about “Bravo.” Peace Adviser
Jesus Dureza dedlined to comment
if “Bravo” is Abdullah Macapaar,
a commander of the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front who is aiso
known as “Commuander Bravo.”

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of
the AFP public affairs office,
said he is not aware of any order
coming from higher authorities

for the military o get rid of Ma-
capaarwho is blamed for recent

- abuses in Lanao del Sur.
PRESIDENT Duterte defended
the delay in eradicating the Abu.

Bravo is the commander of
the Northeastern Mindanao
Command of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Armed Forces, the
MILF's military wing.

A security official who spoke
on condition of anonymity con-
firmed Arevalo’s statement that
there is no order for the military
to go after Bravo,

“None vet, the government is
trying to preserve the peace pro-
cess,” he said, The government
and MILF are still working on
the implementation of the peace
agreement signed in March 2014.

The source said government
peace negotiators are coordi-
nating with the MILF leadership
to deal with Bravo.

“We are waiting for their cat-
egorical statement. If they can-
not deal ‘with him, normal law
enforcement operations may be
conducted to get Bravo,” the
source said.

Macapaar was reported to
have returned to his village in
Munai town, Lanao del Norte
fast Pebruary, supposediy io
condole with the family of a
relative who passed away. With
him werc about 30 bodyguards

5

and 70 relatives,

last month, the source said,
Bravo ordered the killing by firing
squad of three men, supposedly
involved in llegal drugs and rape,
in Lanao de! Sur. He said Bravo’s
group claimed to be implement-
ing the Shariah, or the Islamic law
based on the Korasn,

Last week, Bravo ordered the
“arrest” of six people, including
a woman, in Balindong town.

“Allegedly they are involved
in drugs,” the source said, “But
this is due to rido (clan wap),
The atrocity of Bravo was made
on the guise of implementing
the shariah law.” he said,

Dureza said Bravo "is a key
player in our peace engagements
in the Lango area and I trust he
will be the last one to squander
the strategic gains we have to
gether attained for sustajnable
peace in the Bangsamoro.”

“l am also confident the MILF
leadership under (chairman) Mu-
rad Ibrahim will be able to deal
with these contingencies,” he said.

The President said Bravo is
popular and known especially
among the Bangsamoro, has
a "government” in Miridanao,
and implements his own Iaws
which he supposedly bases on
the shariah.
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neutral on FM
~ burial issue

years, that is not for me to decide,
Abogado man tayo dito lahat and
he was a soldier, I you say that he
Was 2 coward and did not receive
the valor tightly so, then that’s not
my problem,” he said,

“We wete trained with cold
neurality, T wag 5 prosecutor, So
along the - being, you know, ex.
tza power is really to conduer pre-
liminary investigation aside from

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Duterte late Satur-
day night said his agreement with
the burial of the Iare strongman
Ferdinand Marcos St. at the Libig-
8an ng mga Bayani was based on
the laws and with “cold neuteality.”

Duterte defended hjs stand on
the issue again in his Speech at the
San Beda College of Law Alumnj

Homecomjng. being a trial fiscal, Ganoon. So
kuag ano’ng nakalagay doon, yun
nz ivon. And there is a, several
jurisprudence - you should not
allow compassion and sentiment

He said as 2 trained lawyer and
brosecutor, he learned 1o Jogk a¢
the law cleatly and with cold pey.
tfﬂﬁ['_“. . B

He said the law cléarly stated thae
a soldier and 2 president, liké Mar-
€08, may be buried at the herpes®
cemetery. He said the law did not
specify that the soldier or presi-
dent should be good.

“Tayong lawyers, we are trained
to just look at the law and if it is
clear. If it does not admit of any
equivocal answer, don’t- Eh na-
kalagay doan e, President, ol
diez. Whether true or aot, that's
not my business to dig into the
yeast. Whether or not he became
good ot bad or worst along the

and whatever

10 faint your judg-

ment,” he added.

Duterte said he already looked

nto the issue before he assumed
the presidency, recalling thar it
Wwas even one of the questions
during a presidential debate,

The President teiterated thar his
staind was based on

the law, and

not his friendship with the Marcog
family,

He said his mother was even g

staunch Marcos detractor and Jed
protests against the former presi-
dent,

\G
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| zawm CITY~Two
| suspected AbuSayyaf bandits
tagged in the kidnapping of a
bisinessw N were killed
while their alleged leader was
wounded ‘ina: firefight with
police and the military in Tun-
gawan, Zamboanga Sibugay
on Friday afternoon.
Although wounded, Roger
Tiguan, alias Kalas, managed
to escape along with four
companions,; according to
Police Regional Office 9 acting
spokesman:Superintendent
Rogelio Alabata. -
Authorities have yet to
identify the two bandits, who
- were declared dead on arrival

 ByROELPARENO =~

ata hospital, o
. The Tocal police and the

Army’s 6th Special Forces Bat~

talion set up a checkpoint in
Barangay Batungan to appre-
herd Tiguan’s convoy.

The suspects, who sensed
they were the target of the
operation, fired at the soldiers
and police officers, triggering
a firefight.

Tiguan is wanted for kid-
napping businesswoman Mar-
tina Yee in Sitawai, Zambo-
anga del Norte. o

In September, Yee was
brought to Sulu by her cap-
tors, who abandoned her affer
she fainted in Indanan town.

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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_ fied man placed the IED*’
ounded when behind a veh1c}e parked near-gf:'
xploswe de~ the church.:
- The 'bIast caused‘-’p 5
“ie among people attending
~mass at the Otir Lady of Hope
- Church and nearby areas.:
. +.The IED, detonated from a .
dlstance with the use of ‘a mo-

‘clared out of danger accord-
ing to’ Serior Superintendent
Raul Suplter, ‘provincial police
director.

bile phone, was packed ‘with
nails and metal fragments. |
“Investigators are still try}

. .Supz__ter‘ ss_iid an unidenti-

By CET DEMATERA. .

LEGAZPI CIT¥=Police and
the m1htary raided a ware-
house turned into a shabu
; nd arrested its
“rerhote village
in‘Catanduanes on Saturday.

The raiding team seized
equlpment <hemicals and a
truck from the 400-square-meter
property:in‘Barangay Palta lo-
 cated af the boundary of Virac
'and San Andres towns.

- Bicol police director Chief
"Sup_érinténdem Melvin Ramon
Buenafe said the caretaker,
whose name was not imme-

ing to identify the bombers,?
Supiter said.

~John Unsox) :

[

diately avaﬁable, was placed

under investigation.
Authorities launched a

manhunt for Paulo:Uy and

“Tasori Uy, the alleged tenants ~

of the warehouse owned by
Angelica Balmadrid.

The raiding team had a hard
time entering the warehouse as
its doors and windows were
made of steel.

Buenafe said closed-circuit
television cameras were in-
stajled inside and outside the
property located in the middle
of a coconut plantation.
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_ | --of power int-our country were killed
‘during the Marcos dictatorship.:There’s a

- vacuum of nationalistic and- inspirational ) '

leaders because their ranks weré'décitated
. during the martial law period.”" "
.- These words of lamentation were said
" by Dr.-Ruthi Callapta, folifider and presi-
dent of the Center for Community Trans-
; - formation{CCT), a nonprefit organization
.- with'an ‘outstanding international reputa-
tion because of its microfinance and liveli-
or.. -

ent and an-

of the Marcos dictatorship;. -~ /.
..Her concern about the present troubles

*_her immensely. In a spari 6f one week, she at-
tended five separate wakes for victims of the
Duterte administration’s campaign against il-
legal drugs dubbed "Operation Tokhang,”

.. Callanta’s CCT is a Christian faith-based
organization that cares for the poorin Metro
Manila and a nurmber of provinees through
feeding ' programs, halfway houses, and

| Thekilling

JOELRUIZ BUTUYARN

livelthood training, The five victims were ur-
ban poor residents who were availing them- -
selves of CCT programs in their struggle to
" own-after the country was freed from the

transform and improve their lives,
Callanta rattled off some of the many
names that her generation could have of-
fered as great leaders of this country in these
current times: Lorena Barros, Bdgar Jopson,
 Voltaire Garcia, Joey Calderon, Letty Pascual,
 Bobby de la Paz, and Raquel Edralin Tiglao.

Some of these falien heroes .were -either
- Killed or made to endure suffering and even--

tually died during the dictatorship:~ -
Because the cream of the crop of Calian-
ta’s generation sacrificed their lives during
maartial law, the leaders who emerged from
that generation were the sycophants of the
Marcoses. These are leaders who thrived as
bootlickers of the dictator, amassing great
personal wealth at the expense of a national
economy that was run fo the ground.
They utilized their wealth to capture politi-

cal power, and then used the powers of -

. they will be
< mostly during the Marcos dictatorship.

. government t6 amiass even more wealth.
- . Survey and investigate the list of the politi-

of our best and brightest

_cal dynasties that blight our country, and
:will ‘be ‘Seen to have been spawned

- The kind of politics allowed to thrive
“and-the type of leaders permitted to flour-

- ish during the dictatorship, were Tesponsi-
- bleforour culture’s steep fall into the abyss
-of wanton corruption. We have not been

FLEA MARKET OF IDEAS

able to crawl out of that abyss to this day.
...he type of politics and the breed of
corrupt - leaders that flourished during
martial law sidelined and rendered incon-
sequential the surviving leaders who have
genuine love of country, while others were
coopted and swallowed by a political sys-
‘temthat was high on corruption. - :

The generations that came into their

dictatorship carry the task of removing the
dictator’s legacy of a corrupted political
system and preventing the ominous return

55 is heirs,
. ko power of his heirs

»emiiie biarial'of the dictator’s refnains in
the Libingan ng mga Bayani signals the
brazen attempt of the Marcoses to return
‘to the gloty days of their political power. In

"“the'many protest rallies that followed the

burial, young people came in droves and
showed impassioned indignation at the
shameless move to erase the sacrifices of
the ‘exemplary members of a generation
that showed heroic love of country.

It warms the heart to feel hope that the
martyrdom of the best and brightest of a
staried generation may not be in vain,

Comments to fleamarketofideas@gmail.com
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~ Thetragedy of
Andres Bomfaao "

r n the Phxhppme there are oniy three naucnal holidays ':n honor.»

Ninoy Aqumo at the Manila International -Airport in 1983, -
il Nov. 30 commemorates the birth of Andres Bonifacio in Tondo, ;
'Mamla, in - 1863; and Dec: 30 commemnrates the executmn of
Jose Rizal at the Limneta in 1896, - :
“President Manuel Luis' Quezon s buthday on Aug 19 is celebrat—
ed as a special nonworking
day in Quezon City and .
the provinces of Quezon :
and Aurora. S TR
. Quezon succumbed te'.
tuberculosis in the United
States, The three others
were killed by- fellow
__Filxpmns T
: RiZB.iWB.S shot _
f mg squad consisting of
. Filipino soldiers. Behind
them were Spanish . sol- -
diers who were prepared
to shoot the squad 1f any- '
thmg went Wrong :

REVEILLE

RAMON L FAROLAN

In my generatmn s hlStOI'Y classes, we were introduced to Andres :
Bamfacao as the "Great Plebeian,” much as Emilio ]acmto was the
““Brains of the Katlpunan," and Apolinaric Mabini as the “Sublime -
Paralytic.” Historian Ambeth Ocampo finds the title “difficult,” and
for good cause. He says that Bonifacio may have had hurnble begin-
nings, but he had some education, enough to be hired by British and
-German trading firms in Manila; he was literate and upwardly mo-
bile, having married a’ lady of means, Gregoria de Jesus, and was &
Mason. Since Masons were not considered poor or uneducated that

would put him closef to the middle class. ;

- Along with Ladislao Diwa and Teodoro Plata Bumfacm
founded the “Kataas-taasan; Kagalang-galangan na Katipunan
ng mga Anak ng Bayan” (KKK) or Katipunan for short, a secret
society with the goal of “separation” from Spain unless reforms
were instituted, They were aware that the fight for freedom at
some point would turn bloody. Jose Rizal would tell them in
Dapitan that “a revolution without arms should never be started
against an armed nation.”

" On March 22, 1897, as “Supremo” of the' Katipunah, Bonitacier

- 'premded over aconvention in Tejeros, Cavxf:e o elect officials of

: ‘Bonifacio w was elected du’ecto -of the:':'
7 interior. But even this was questmned'
" by Daniel Tirona, one of the defegates
citing Bonifacio’s lack of academiit and”
professional qualifications for the post.
This was too much for Bonifacio. He
drew his revolver but-was d:sarmed by
Ricarte as Tirona fledithe hall... g
A day after, on March 23, Bomfacao and
45 followers issued a document known as
“Acta de Tejeros,” declaring the elections
iBlegal on the grounds that the ballots had
‘been preparéd by “one sole person” and
“issued to-unqualified persons in order to
secure a majority.” As far as Bonifacio was
"concerned, the results of the Tejeros
Convention were null and void. - :
For Aguinaldo, the Katipunan
ceased fo exist after the elections.
However, it has been written that without Andres Bonifacio, the

-Philippine Revolution would not have taken place, Historian
‘Reng _Constan_tmo notes that “the ‘defeat. of Bomfamo_ at
TEJEIOS was -

defeat of the Revolution.
In the end, Agumaldo ordered Bonifacio’s arrest and trxal on

‘various charges of treason. A day before his arrest, three of

Aguinaldo’s men-—Col. Agapito Bonzon, Jose Pawa, and Felipe
Topacio—Iled adetachment to his hideaway in Lirnbon, Cavite, A
gunfight ensued, resulting in the death of Ciriaco Bonifacio and

the wounding of the supremo in the throat and left armt. The

weakened supremo was laid in a hammock while Gther
Katipuneros wereTounded up and all taken to Indang, There are
reports that Bonzon molested Bonifacio’s wife, Gregoriade’ }esus
or Aling Oriang. = -.."

' Bonifacio was tried before a m:htary court in Maragondon,
with the verdicta foregone conclusion. He was found guilty of

‘plotting to overthrow the revolutionary government. He and his

brother Procopic were sentenced “to be shot in an open place, up
to five shots for each. .
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Inan mtemew with a Spanish correspondeat in 1897 after:
the signing: : ac:t of Biak na Bato, Agumaldo had this to. §ay:
_1te true that the Kati l_l__nan mstﬂled inus,

“Thus ended:the'life 6f the man who, scormng dangers, had es-
tablished the KKK ng riga Anak ng Bayan; the man who had
taught the Filipino people the true way to shake off the Spanish
'yoke; the man from whose mouth and whenever he spoke with
the officials of the forces always came the following expres-.
sions: Cominit 1o acts that will cast a stain upon your name. Fear
" history, fori init, none of your acts will be hidden!”
Ocarmpo puts it best in a paper presented at the Third Euro-
pean Philippine Studies Conference in France in April 1697: “If you
- take the tiriéto . look back and reflect on our history--not just
1By6—you will.discover that it reveals more questions than an-
sweis. The' tragedy of Bonifacio only goes to show that textbooks
and national holidays tend to oversimplify history.” He also adds,
-“No matter how hard we try to forget, how skillfully we sanitize
history, the fact is Bonifacio's death forces us to admit the painful
~ reality that even ii the ‘glorious’ revolution.., Filipinos were ﬁght-
ing fellow Rilipi 108, Filipinos were murdering fellow Filipinos.”

& Mendsz Vertura, “Supr
Bohas bf Contention: The Bbnifacic’

. ._i.actures.“—RJF_"
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Ria Meneses an
“ning markers api

RC Cola-Army back fo the séiis, °

Polina Liutikova fegistered 10 hits while
d D_'a_ r_l_g'_ Ramdin tallied

semifinal cast :
The Cargo Movers will face second seed
Petron, LA

Lifesavers, who .

Semifinal match'eé ézr:_é.set this Saturday

at the Ibalong Centrum fc.)r'RéCrééﬁdﬁ in
_LegazpiCifJf, T S

. Sydney Kemper had' 18 points while
Hayley Spelman finished wit} 17 markers
-+ for the Cargo Movers, who colla sed in

* the third set but bounced back with 5 13-2

lead in the deciding set en route fo 4 huge
22-6 advantage, G lE e
- "We lost-focus on the third get,

. Fortunately, the girls came back strong on

the fourth,” said F2 Logistics coach Ramil

de Jesus, who is looking to come up with a

fitting followup to their title conquest i the
All-Filipino Conference. -

= RC.Cola-Army Wéathered spirited e Guzman, who subbed for head coach
- Generika fightback and hacked out, 4 - Kungfu Reyes, admitted that they paid
25-20, 25-19, 25-19 victory in the playoffs - special attention on the development of
st night to ad to the semifinal -Ripley and Holst. - T
~tound of the Asics Phi ippire Superliga - “We'don’t have problem on offense, Our
(PSL) Grand Prix presented by PLDT - problem s the footwork of our imports as
Home Ultera at the Philsports Arena  well ag our blocking and reception, So, we
inPasig. i i focused on thosé areas,” said De Guzinan,
Import Hailie Ripley stepped upinthe  who guided the Lady Troopers to three
clutch and bailed the Lady Troopersout of ~ stra ght tifil-esji\n the league’s inaugural
trouble with her crucial hits as RC Cola-  season,  °
Army arranged a sudden death duel with Ripley delivered a kill for the match
top seed Foton in the semis, paint followed by a running attack off 2 set
RC Cola-Army assisiant coach Rico ... -upby SarahJane Gonzales o fotmally send
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Troops fight to retake Lanao Sur town from terrorists
By: Julie Alipala - @inquirerdotnet

Philippine Daily Inguirer / 06:086 AM.November27.-2016-

- C, G0 W e
ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO

ZAMBOANGA CITY—Soldiers on Saturday battled members of the Maute group to fry and retake Butig, Lanao
del Sur, where the Islamic State-inspired militants had been occupying an old town hall and other buiidings and

houses since late last week,

“Troops have been depioyed in the arez and more deployments are happening,” said Maijor Fitemon Tan Jr.,
spokesperson for the military’s Western Mindanao Command.

Gov. Mujiv Hataman of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao toid the Inquirer he still had no clear picture
of the situation in Butig. He said that based on a report he received, the gunmen were not occupying the new

hail,

In Manila, Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, spokesperson for the Armed Forces of the Philippines, said two soldiers

had been wounded in the fighting since Thursday.

Tan said about 50 Maute gunmen clashed with soldiers conducting a clearing operation in one part of Barangay

Poblacion following an aerial bombing.
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No civilian was caught in the crossfire as the town, which has a population of about 16,000, was practically
deserted. Residents received information of an impending attack by the Maute group and fled a day before the

gunmen stormed the town, Tan said.

It was the second time this year that the Maute group had occupied Butig, a 6th class agricultural town, which lies

at the foot of Mt. Makaturing.

The group, which has declar_ed allegiance to the Islamic St__a_tel_aﬁacked_the..town..,_m_ﬂ_geb;ua;y_

At least 20 gunmen and three Army soldiers were kilied then. The military reported 11 soldiers were also

wounded and more than 1,500 people were displaced in the ensuing clashes,

The group struck the town again in March, seizing six sawmill workers and beheading two they suspected were )

military agents.
That attack was foliowed by a major military operation against the group, killing dozens of its members.

in June, another round of military operations led to the fail of Camp Darul Iman, the group’s main camp in Butig.

Troops recovered S flags, banners. armbands and t-shirts, as well as DVDs containing Istamic State
instructional videos, confirming the group's extremist orientation and desire for recognition by the IS, the military

said.

The military, however, said there is no evidence of direct ties between the IS and the Maute group.

The military later captured eight alleged members. But in August, their comrades— some armed with AK-47

rifles—stormed the Lanao provincial jail and freed them.

The group was also blamed for the Sept. 2 Davao City night market bombing that kilied 15 people ang woLnded
87 others. Three alleged Maute group members linked to the bombing have been arrested. —WITH REPORTS

FROM AFP, AP/rga
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Monitoring team eves to disrupt Isis influence
: Monitoring team eyes to disrupt Isis influence

From Sun Star-Davao (Nov 26)

DAVAQ. The Intemnational Monitoring Team (IMT) compaosed of soldiers and police from Brunei, Indonesia and
Malaysia as well as civilian conflict resolution and rehabilitation experts from Norway, Japan and the European

Union, with the media from Davao City and Manila.

The Malaysian-led International Monitoring Team (IMT) in Mindanao has intensified its proactive
{Isis) its supporters. from

measures fo disrupt terrorist group, Islamic State in irag and Syria {Isis) and

radicalizing Filipinos in some parts of the region.

The IMT, composed of soldiers and police from the Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia, and civilian
conflict resolution and rehabilitation experts from Norway, Japan and the European Union, has been
helping the government and the Moro islamic Liberation Front (MILF} enforce the interim ceasefire

singce 2003.

IMT-Mindanao head mission Major General Datuk Wira Zamrose Bin Mohd Zain said the reports on Isis and/or
its supporters coming to Mindanao and influencing the younger generations, especially those in the
unregistered schools have been increasing.

"There were rumors (reports gathered by the armed forces and the police) that the Isis is trying to come in and
influence the people here, especially the young ones. Sometimes rumors become reality, so, we immediately

act on it for the people to avoid them," Zain said.

Zain said the IMT has taken roactive measures and went around its areas of responsibility,
particularly the conflict-affected areas, to educate the people about the isis and its purpose. He added
that they also advised jocal governments to take care of the unregistered and religious schools.

"if thereis a religious teacher comine from nowhere, we advised the peo le here to ask his
came from, what is his purpose and what is he teaching - whether it is

background and where he
Islamic purpose or Isiamic extreme. and report it to us and to the government authorities,” Zain said.
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areas of Mindanao for indoctrination. He added that the process of the indoctrination aimed at radicalizing
Filipinos in Mindanao that may force the country to confront Isis problems in the future.

The mission of the Malaysian forces in Mindanac through the IMT is significant. The deployment of the IMT in
Mindanao is authorized under the provision of the United Nations Charter which allows peace settlement

manage under a regional arrangement and upon invitation of the host government.

Malaysian peacekeepers form as g major contingent in the IMT along with the other members. The IMT plays.a

‘_,tu_ga:[i_,ti_(;ai.,ur_miehinwsupportéﬂg--«the-Phiiippine“'gove"rn'ﬁ’ié'ﬁt“é"ﬁ“d the MILF’s ongoing peace negotiations and in
continuing the momentum for the resolution of the conflict in Mindanao.

"The focus is development, in fact we do not want the members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines and
the Philippine National Police {(AFP-PNP) to get invoived with the rido {family feud) cases. The IMT is doing its

best to manage the situation,” Zain said.

A part of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao {Armm} is covered by the ceasefire monitoring mission
of the IMT, Zain said, adding that it is a development that the AFP-PNP and the MILF are now working

together while the negotiation is ongoing.
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WAW, retiredanalyst.bloqspo{.com

Abu Sayyaf can use Duterte statement to claim ‘iegitimacy’--ana!yst

From ABS-CBN (Nov 27): Abu Sayyaf can use Duterte statement to claim ‘iegitimacy’--analyst

President Rodrigo Duterte’s proncuncement of possible talks wifh militant aroup Abu Sayvaf may be
used by rebels to claim legitimacg as a group, a political analyst said Saturdax.

gated a peace ane oblem.” Casiple said.
e had |ost his respect for the rebel group since they began beheading

Earlier this year, the President said h
people in front of the camera,
Butina change of tide Jast Friday, Duterte said he can begin talks with the Abu Sayyaf since using force will

not solve the peace problem in Mindanao.

Casiple said the President, in stating his openness to talks, means that he js really trying to have g peaceful
ending to alf the problems in that part of the country.

Unlike the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), Casiple said the Abu Sayyaf has not made any
political demands as a group and has only demanded ransom for its kidnaggings.

Aside from getting the cooperation of the MNLF in solving the peace problem, Casiple said local tribes in the
area can also be used to handle the peace problem since they have natural relations with the rebels but are

neither affiliated with any group.

"This is basically a tribal area, Tausugs and many of these ¢lans that are there are involved in neither Aby
Sayyaf nor have relations with the MNLF so there are natural relations you can uyse 1o handle the problem," he

said,
Abu Sayyaf which means "bearer of the sword " is holding at least 22 captives, most of them foreigners, and

are demanding huge ransoms for the captives' release.
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www. interkaksvon.com

Army troops engage Maute Group in second Butig clash this year
By: Thom Andrade, interAksyon | Agence F rance-Presse
November 27, 2016 1:10 AM

The online news portal of TV5

,‘....=_=Gﬁt’;‘.‘e"descﬁb"’é‘ﬁ"’53?"“?ﬁ""é&wﬁﬁﬁfé"ry as a small-time extortion gang, the group had launched an attack onh & remote
army outpost in Butig in February, triggering a week of fighting that the military said left six soldiers and 12

militants dead.

This time the militants were cornered by security forces at an abandoned building, according to Major Filemon
Tan Jr., spokesman of the Western Mindanao Command based in Zamboanga City, with no death, so far,
reported since sporadic firefights broke out between soldiers and the Maute fighters, who were believed to

“number as many as 100.

The Maute Group was been tagged as behind the deadly bombing at Davao City's Night Market business
enclave,

Residents of Butig, which has a population of 17,000, fled after the fslamic State-linked militants holed
themselves up in an abandoned government building, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesman Brig.

Gen. Restituto Padilla told Agence France-Presse.

"The Armed Forces of the Philippines has launched an operation to chase after the Maute ieaders,” Padilla
said, adding that artillery and military aircraft were aiding ground-based security forces.

The Maute Group is one of several armed Islamist organizations in Mindanao, which have pledged allegiance
to {slamic State fighters in Iraq and Syria.

city.

Government forces have surrounded the Maute gunmen to block a possible spillover of the fighting to other
areas,

Security forces captured a Maute training camp in the town in June after a 10-day gun battle that left four
soldiers and dozens of militants dead, according to an army account,
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