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government, rebels forge joint ceasefire
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M1 1tary sustains offenm
bandﬂs fmm Lanao del rtownhaﬂ

ed as aresult of the clashes that started L
G Thursday when the Maute Gro :

st-19 members of the Is— ~'bandits seized-the old Butig'to
amic militant Maute: Graup' “AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Resti
. have been slain as govern-" Padilla said.’ : :

' nt troops, backed by he-' i "The wounded soldiers were
ixcopf;er gunships, continued their of- - ated to safer grounds and take;
fensive to-flush out the bandits from an . -treatrnent centers. Most of them were
abandoned town hall in Lanao del Sur,... slightly wounded and their conditi _
the Armed Forces of the Phﬂippines -are not life threatening,” Padilla sa;df th

' L .-during a press bneﬁng at Camp At
naldo, Quez n Cx

|
F
|

Troops-used 105-mm amllery to
blastthe positions of the Maute groupin
‘the nearly deserted town of Butig,
“‘Mortar borbs could be heard from
dlstance as an MG-520 helicopter
ew overhead areporterin -

5-8555 Local 5285. 5295
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uz_"ﬂlo. are contmumg to ﬂush out the
omst group from- But:g, Lanao del

19 Mame Group mlhtams..,wm

Most-of the Glremdents of the~“soldiers to-be- asstgﬂed ‘there

cotnit the pOSSlbth that

1es on the Maute Group side would fur-
5 s continiie mihe area,

We can say’ ‘that the nuniber of casual-
could gnupag fxghtmg bef:ween troops
the Maate Group continues. We have
_ reeemng Teports that the clashes are
in différént Padﬂla salci

largely Muslim townon Mindanaoisland -~ . Only a few residents stayed in the
- fled to evacuation: c:enters inneighboring * homes as armored vehicles and militar
towns or to relatives elsewhere sfterthe - snipers fanned out through the town:
" Maute incursion onSaturday 5a1dMayor;. o btreets, slowly advancing on the Maat
. Dimnatang Pansar. .. . - i group’s position,

“WecantﬁghttheMaui:emthonly20 “Operations by the AFP’s 108r
© policemnen,” le said, -appealing for more . Infantry Battalion under Col.. Roselle

Padills, in the same press briefing;
said that the areas where the Maute
Group members are hiding are mostly
occupied by their relatives or followers.

“Most of the residents who are not
followers of the group have already fled
their homes and sought refuge to safer
grounds,” Padilla said.

He added that the bandits tried to
capture the town hall last February but
were foiled by government troops.
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- By DELON PORCALLA - -

 The two chambers of
Congress look headed for
a showdown as Speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez yester-
day threatened fo have Sen,
Leila de Lima arrested if
she continued to snub an
_inquiry being conducted by
the House of Representa-
tives on drug trafficking at
the national penitentiary.
? “I'll be forced to issue an ar-
i rest warrant,” Alvarez toldthe. ..
‘ ABS-CBN News Chamnels
. Alvarez was responding
I aquestion about his nextmove
should De Lima decide to'ig-
nore the show cause order for
her to appear before the House
comumnittee on justice. i
The order was issued after

her former driver and Igver

“ week that she prevents
from attending the House in- -
- quiry on the drug trade iri the
New Bilibid Prison (NBF).: "
Dayan said he was willing -
to attend the hearing, but De
Lima'reportedly advised him -

to ignore it and remainin .

hiding. e
Alvarez szid they have been
lenient with De Lima since the
start of the probe. He said they
had told her she could drop by
if she wanted to, and that the
House did not issue an éfficial
invitation for her to be present
Turn to Page 8

. @ §®From Pagé‘!

hearing. _

© He said it was obvious the House
accorded De Lima inter-parliamen-
tary courtesy. :

'.arXWe inviijtgd her, she declined, so
parliamentary courtesy, that's OK. We
subpoena a witness, Dayan, whose
name was always mentioned in the
hearing. She advised him not to at-

tend and remain hiding. Is that par- _
liamentary courtesy?” Alvarez asked. " -

. “"Who violate d. parliamentary

courtesy? An offense has been com- -
mitted against the institution. For

our part, we respect the Senate,” he

during the entire duration of the

said a senator should not
ny legitimate proceed-
PUEE S e
v individual offense corn- |
Senator De-Lima, not by
“hesaid. ool
akersaid this was the first

‘time heheard of a senator interfering

with Hotise proceedings. |
L s ahigh government of-

~Hi ers said they accorded -
De Lima more than ker entitled -
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courtesy, butshe is not above thelaw, ~last week, describing it as sexually or boyfriend, or a live-in partner, if
given the consistent testimonies:on. . offensive. .. ....only to modify or update the anti-.
her_allegedinvolvementin’che-_illeg;_ +He-said among the options the ‘nepotism law.. L
drug trade; . - . House has against De Lima is toissue “The Speaker and [ ate sure that 2

House Majority Leader Ro ‘ashow cause ordér or an arrest war- - ‘majority of the House members will
Farifias defended the House ant, cite her in'contempt, file acase -support us whi -

ance of a show cause orderag Lan ordinary.court.or.a-disbarmens- “ment toTepot
“thie formerTastice secretary, especially case with the Supreme Court (3C). " He said the :
in the light of her advice for Dayanto . “Perhaps a last recourse would be - just one of the results

ignore the hearing, S file a complaint before the Senate inquiry on' the NBP ill
thics committee”. . . ... being conducted

‘Relevant to House =~ Thepresentl

- "It covers everyone. No- e
above the law. She's not éxem
even Cabinet secretaries, we ca
sue a‘warrant against them:
the: Presidenfc_.é_i}jbysi;_rm:if;ih;
suit,” Farifias said, referri z

shew cause-order. - ese were relevar isbarment
. Citing several jurispruden He took exception to triticisms that The SR R “ _
cases, Farifias said Congress, which - Hotse members lost sight of the issue * . 1 eSupreme Court (SC) was again

~asked to disbar De Lima for her ro- -
mantic liaison with Dayan, -
In a supplemental complaint filed
with the high court yesterday, the Vol- -
unteers Against Crime and Corrup-
Hon (VACC) submitted documents
showing De Lima and: Dayan's ad-
missions of their illicit affair :
The group said De Lima's public
admission and Dayan’s testimony
2t the House hearing were enough
to prove: that the senator committed -
gross immorality that should war-
rant the cancellation of her license

includes the Senate and'the ~when they asked Dayan to detail his
House, could not be help: - affair with De Lima.
less. oo TTf you look at the whole picture,
“We are useless if we hat there is a connection because here is a
no compulsory powers. ! woman pretending to be clean, righ-
extended her inter-chamnbe 2ous, graft-buister, critmie buster, But
courtesy, that’s why we did - here also are the allegations against
not issue any invitatio

er. How can you demolish her cred-
bility?”. Alvarez asked.

He said the hearing showed De
ima has a Propensity for using her
ibordinates; such as ‘Dayan. and”
tesidential Security Group aide -
enel Sanchez = both of whom were I i
romanticaily involved with her - to as; aWYe;I o IB ot Inbe :
collect payoffs from drug lords. e grmgr a Ea.. _u.reail{u 01 LnV:ISW
- “We want to prove that this per- ~18200N deputy rectors Ruel Lasala

- and Reynaldo Esmeralda joined the

son is lying. We need to present to A, R
the public her whole personality, her ) Xﬁ;?(i:agt .le.x:nfg the _.SuPPIemente_ta _

hole being 6r whatkind of a person TR S it S
. sion:that he h; air with' De "
- Lima while he remai d legally mar- -
~ tied to his wifel 0T e
el - The complaintalso cited De Lima's -
::!l! asdof iegissa - message t’sﬁhng Dayan’s daughter
Theaffair De Lima-Dayanmay be- that he should snub: the subpoena |
ome a basis for the possible amend- -issued by the House panel. . .
ntof the anti-nepotism law, . “Senator De Lima’s act of urging |
Fatifias said the illicit affair would Dayan to snub the committee hear-
ave-been fine if they were still in a ings suggests her disregard of the
rivate law firm, and not when De rule of law. What she initiated was
ima joined public service. obstruction of Justice, a disrespect to
He said De Lima hired Dayan a co-equal institution,” VACC chair-
hen she was assigned at the Com- man Dante Jimenezsaid oo
nof meddled in the affairs ‘mission on Human Rights (CHR) in - “She was making amockery of our
of the Senate, senators have 8 and Department of Justice (DOJ) justice system, which'is ironii¢ con--
criticized the manner by 2010. S sidering her previo 0st ag justice -
which the House commii-  Farifias said they would push fora secretary,” he added "
t OFFit tee conducted the hearing "

Farifias said lawmakers |
have been silent even-as’
De Lima berated them
the supposed script th
purportedly made to satis
their objective to persecuife
her. SR
“Where is the respect
of Senator De Lima to the
House?” Farifias asked. “In
the first place, she was in:

.Yited to the hearings:;

matched with the sWwor
affidavit of self-confes:
drug lord Kerwin Espino
particularly on the dates’
his meetings with De Litna’
former driver for the hando

e SR L LTy

ohibition in appointing a girlfriend SO —WxthEduPunay 5205 ,
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: iL%GAN CITY——At Ieast 2
diers have been wounded: i
continuing clashes with mem-
bers of a rebel group wha had
taken over Butig town in Lanao
dlel Sur province, an Army offi-

cal said.
Caol. Roseller Murillo, chief Of
the Army’s 103rd Infantry

Brigade based in Marawi City, .
said government forces have

pushed ground and air assauits:
against at least 300 members of

the Maute group who occupied
the abandoned town hall in
Butiglast week. :

Murilio - said « the mﬂxf:ary";
continues to bomb known lairs
of the group. No soldier -had’
been reported as killed in clash- _
es with the group since Thufs-

day, he said.

Butig Mayor Dilanggalen
Pansar said atleast 9o percent of &

the town's more than 16, QOO Ies~
idents had-evacuated as tlask

- intensified: Most of -them' ‘are

living ‘with their relatives hio!

‘Dearby towns and in Iligan City.

Pansar said classes in the town
had also been suspended.

The military, Murillo said,

was verifying reports that 35

members of the group had been _
tions Secretary Martin Andanar
. said the President “trusts the ca-

kilied in aerial and ground
attacks.

At noon Monday, three
trucks loaded with Army sol-

diers were sent to Butig to aug-

ment those in combat,

i The Maute group, com-

posed of former Moro Islamic

Liberation Front fighters, is led
by brothers Omar and Abdullah
Mazaute, who have reportedly
piedged allegiance to the Islam-

ic State (IS) that is aiming to set

OFFIZE OF % i vy

UMIEF FUBLIC AFFAIRY -

roes: Inqulrergraphc’:. .

MAUTE GROUP STRIKES ANEW

Government ‘operations contulue 20 free Butig town in Lanao
del'Sur provmce frem terror group led by Maute brothers. .

up d similar state in Mindanao.

‘The group was also being
eyed as behind the night market
bombing in Davao City on Sept.
atlefis people. dead and 69

I Manily Malacanang said

~President Duterte ddes not see

‘need to suspend the privi-

~“lege of the writ of habeas Corpus
. in the wake of clashes between
'.__-the ~military and  the Maute
g group

Presﬂennal Commumca—

pabllity and competence” of Di-

-rector General Ronald dela Rosa,

chief of the Philippine National
Policé, in addressing the securi-
.ty concerns of the public.
-“President Duterte finds no
compeﬂmg reason to suspend
the privilege of the writ of
.habeas corpus at this point. As a
_strong advocate of the rule of

" law, he is fully aware of the lim-
EMmal aua: vavna.ariycu | LGMaEt.com ~

MGRAPHICS v

its of presidential powers,” An-
danar said ina statement. . .-
. Giventhis, President Duterte
believes any intervention at his -
levelis unnecessary,” he sald :

Iudnappmg and killing people in.
Lanao del Sux, including the be: .
heading of two of its captivesin
April.: 7. o
It ‘also launched bomb at— :
tacks against military Camps m
the province, :
In February, soldiers baf:tléd' .
the Maute group for days in
Butig, which led to the killmg of .
several of its leaders. e
However,  the  group. x
launched a series of retaliatory - .
attacks. On Aug. 27, its members - :
assaulted the Lanao de! Sur E
provincial jail and freed 23 in- .-
mates, including eight of its
members earfier arrested at a.
military checkpoint, —micher v.
UMEL AND MARLON RAMOS INQ
TR 102w v e en, . 285 5705

A e
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WHAT WENT BEFORE

Fighting between government
forces and local terrorists known
as the Maute group started in
February when the rebels attacked
a military detachmentin Butlg -
‘towry Eanao del Sut provmce

The weeklong encounter left 24 . i

rebels and two soldiers dead as waell
as some 20,000 people displaced.
it is being blarmed for the bormnb-
ings of transmission towers of Na-
tional Grip Corp. of the Philippines
i and the abduction and beheading

of sawmill workers from lligan City  vised expl'osive devices (IED),

in LanaEa deél Norte provirice in April. -+ which was detonated through a -
G Two months tater, another .. call phone, The military has said |

ur -_:t:hatthe Maute group has an ex-

tock of |EDs. )

(thlater. ahothar Sus- .

pect whc cialmed toba a member
of Dawlah islam:yai’s an affiliate 3
_'_of&Maute group, surrahdered to
‘authorities for his participation

and m;ured 70 others. n “inthe Davac City bombmg
SEIZEd from the suspects ' - —«COMP!LED 8Y INQUIRER RESEARCH
were.matersals for making impro- Sources: Inquirer Archives
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oVt troc ops retake t Wi
~ hall ﬁ”mm Maute group

ZAMBOANGA-CITY - Government_-._.}r said.
forces have recaptured thietown hall .. He revealed 13 c;oidzers were wounded
occupied by the Islamic State- inspired : in encounters with-the armed group,
" Maute group in Butig town, Lanac del St whidh beganon Saturday morning when
~ military offidials said yesterday. -7 7200 to 300 militanis. took: over:the town
The battle to retake the town left 35 after disarming its policemen. The attack
members of the militant group dead'and forced 16,000 residents to flee. - Roel
fve others wounded, Western Mindanao - Parefio, Cecﬂie Suerte Fehpe Evelyn
Command spokesman Maj. Filemon Tan ?_.-Maca;lran
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20 November 2016 BULGAR Paina. _%__

:—t-——- Pt WWW‘W

I} nove g Hach: Mﬁ?# NELBAY AN

pﬁ?ﬁv SA AFP VS.
MAUTE, 35 NA

TJNATAYANGMS&SS 103rd: Inﬁmtry Brigade ng
Phﬂ;ppme Army; lig-fu-

: : patulo nasagupaar.r,

<oilto ang kmumpxrma By . pasa300na armadonglocal : _papNasa}is’ szmdalo naman

pamuntan ng WesteryVin- - temrorists ang urmuokups sa : i

dananCommand (Wesﬂvﬁn:_..:_..mumcxpal town hall'ng hppmes (AFP) ‘Spokwnan_ gobyernopero karapnihan sz
- Bitig: Ang mga ferorista Bng, Gen. Restinuto Padilla... : mga sugat ay hindi mamen-

_ Ayon Icay Co! Roseller “umano ay magkahalong naposiblengmadagdaganpa - malbha

_G Murillo, commandcrug Magumdanao at Tacalog- ang 19 na.namatay sanag-—'-~-" Lo - (Vyrie Reyes)

S
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~ Zamboanga peninsula’s most wanted killed

N

ZAMBOANGA-GIPY-<Asuspectirrthe killing of dn Army

- Mindanao Command spokesman.~

officer and wounding of two soldiers in Dinas, Zamboanga .
del Sur was killed in an alleged encounter with govérnment
troops on Saturday. ERERS S
Norhan Ambol, with aliases of Nho and Bungi, and his -
men clashed with soldiers belonging to the 53rd Infantry Bat-
talion and Regional Public Safety Battalion in Sitio Balaisar.

in Barangay East Migpulas, said Maj. Filemon Tany;

. Tansaid Ambol's group killed 2nd Lt. Joseph Cartagena
and wounded two of his soldiers in an ambush on’No’v_ 2%

Superintendent Rogelio Alabat, Zamboanga peninsula -

police spokesman, said Ambol was ranked second on thé;li'_s_"& :
of most wanted persons in the region. - —Roel Parefio
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et

L ANe Nansuneusans Peesvasiss Tazaws

Army sergeant niratrat sa harap ng pamilya
T T : rhento ng
RAMOS, Tarlac:- Pinaghatarll hanggang &, mapatsy ang lsang sarmer
Phili;mMng mga pinaniniwalaaﬂg_nag]?lgann sa kanya, ta'élpng hindi nakiialang
ammado, sa Barangay Toledd sa bayang to, nitng Linggong gati. .- S/Sgt. e
it i SPOY: Ritchel Lactaota Antonio.ang napatay o Si 5/ 88k FRSr
oy Gallado, 35 relatalaga ‘53 Fort Borifoc; Tagig Cy 2t 1escente g PR
o Gliba NuevarBella, i Brlin i e o
Mayb!\??;anﬁla? nl'labiria'gbabaﬁisi Galiardo sl? harap ngasawa:myangsmdom Gallarde,
fang nilang anakt. - el )
® a&ﬁ&%ﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁéﬁﬁ sikay sg triycie ang parvitya ng blkt{)r;r:rz_:E raizra}ggsgg‘rzﬂgn
siia g mga suspek ra pawang nakgf.aklp ang mukna at psnggbl:a el

ro Alborote
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By Aie BalagtasSee .
@ABalagtasSeelNQ-

An improvised explosive de- -
vice (IED) which the police said - .01
was similar to the one used in ' nature
the Sept. 2 Davao City night
market bombing was discov- g
-ered near the US Embassy in
_Manilaon Mondaymornmg '
s WWimesses® .
_'-_"from -a.moving :'tmu-..hurled @ Kille
+ package into-a trash bin on Rox-
~-as Boulevard, about 200 meters - Del
~from the embassy, around 2 am. - plo
A streetsweeper found
‘the package and alerted the po-
lice around 6 am. A bomb
squad detonated the [ED two
.-hours later. .
111 a pres bneﬁng at the.

'1oo—meter ra.dzus

pma ‘Nationat Pohce cinef Di=
. rector General Roland dela Rosa.
~+said he considered what hap-
- ‘pened'to be an".‘attem'pted act
- of terrorism.” 7 :
. Butthe PNP chzefwas quick
. to point out that “the govern-
-ment will not use an incident-
. that will cause ‘panic, fear and
- ‘undue harm on its own people
_ to declare martial law.”
.- The public should also "not
-:-_ac'cuse the goverhment of be-
-ing the one behind this," Dela
Rosa stressed. .
~ Investigators sa,ui the IED

on Thursday against .
Whlch staged a dead-

' explosmn ‘could hurt people '
" and damage structures W’ithln a

'E’here was no__démage_ from_'- :

-Ioei Coronel, althgugh the m—"f'

" Business af the US Embassy. 3
continued as - normal, with -

" There Wis no ;mmechate com-.
‘ment about the mcxdent from.f._;
embassy ofﬁaa;ls :

group were probably behmci'_
the incident. i
_. - "“Because of an ongoing po-
“Tlice-military operation there,

‘ [the militants} have many casu-
‘alties. We'can theorize that this
1s a dwersmn to: loosen ouroper- .-

FAIRS - Email atd; cacpa.army20i2
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{
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‘Abomb squad secures asection of ~=

" -Roxas Boulevard to retrieve an
_improvised explosive device
(encircled) hurled from ataxicab
early Monday. —proras BY MARIANNE
-BERMUDEZ S
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Embassy :

y NON ALQUITRAN ...
and REY GALUPO

An 1mprovu>ed bomb was
found yesterday in a trash
can some 200 meters from
the United States embassy on
Roxas Boulevard in Manila.

The discoverv came as gov-
ernment troops were chasing
retreating members of the
Maute group, which had taken
over a town in Lanao del Sur.

Philippine National Police
(PINP) chief Director General
Ronald dela Rosa dismissed
a dedtabilization scenarie and
squelched insinuation that the
bomib discvery was staged to
justify a deciaratlon of martial
law. =

We will mot ase an incident
1o bring undue harrm to the peo-
ple so that the government can
declare martal law. We will not
recommend to the President to
declare ‘martial-law,” & visibly ..
irked Dela Rosa said intesponse -
to a reporter’s question.

Malacafiang, through

presidential communications
Turnto Page 13

EED From Page 1

secretary Martin Andanar, also

assuaged the public’s fear Of

more terror attacks. - -
- “The PNP is on +

situation and shall beef up'
security measures in public

places, especially where there
are big crowds,” Andanar said
in a statement. “We assure
the public that this incident
should not be cause for alarm.
Business and work continue
as normal.”

National Capital Region
Police Cffice (NCRPO) director
Chief Supt. Oscar Albayalde
said street sweeper Ely Garcia
found the explosive device at
around 6:45 am.

Garcia immediately report-
ed her find, which consisted
of a cellular phone, with black
and red wirings attached to

it and connected to a black
circular object covered with
eiecmcal and. packmg tapes.

alde said elements of

the Expioswe and: Ordinance

" Division {(EOD) of the Manila

Police District (MPD) arrived
at the scene 15 minutes later
and sealed off the stretch of
Roxas Boulevard between
Kalaw Avenue and Pedro Gil
street after a bomb sniffing dog
sat by the object, confirming it
was a bomb.

“The EOD conducted panel-
ing and implemented the ren-
der safe procedure (RSP) and
evacuated the area of people
as they began defusing the

. bomb,” Albayalde said.

The bomb disposal team
doused the improvised explo-
sive device (IED) with water,
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and made it dlsmtegrate in 3‘3
mmutes, Albayalde said:-

“An eyewitniess said a taxi
stopped several meters from
the gate of the US embassy
around 2 a.Im., & man got out

and dumped somethmg inthe -
pile of garbage before speeding -
down the southbound lane of
“Roxas Botlevard,” said MPD-
director Senior: Supt Joel'Na: -

poleon Coronel. .

Police deciared the area
safe at 7:45 a.m. and reopened
the affected portion of Roxas
Boulevard and Kalaw Avenue
to traffic.

In a statemnent, US embassy
press attaché Molly Koscina
thanked Garcia for the dis-
covery of the bomb. “We are
thankful that the municipal
emplovee and the PNF tock
guick and appropriate action
to ensure the. scfety of all,”
Koscna said.

The IED — conms’smg of an

= lmmfriortarcellphore-batss

terv and SIM card, blasting cap
and nine-volt battery ~ is now
“in the safekeeping of the MPD
: EOD,- the NCRPO chief said.
~Albayalde doused specula-
tionthe bombwas mi:eraded for
«the. US embassy. .. ...
it has nothmg i:o do with
the US: embassy. As far‘as we
know, had the bomb exploded,
it could not reach the embassy
building because it has only a
100-meter radius,” Albayalde
said in an interview. '

The NCRPO chief admitted
the bomb components were
similar to the ones used by
the Maute group in the Davao
City blast menths ago, which
killed 15 people and wounded
several others.

Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines spoxesman Brig. Gen.

- Restituto Padilia-admitted

was meant to lay the predicate

of habeas corpus.

o "The reaction of opposition
lawmakers that the discovery

. 0f TED near the US embassy

: along with-the movement of

tional inform:
such claim:
“You kn

the bombu
so there is:ape

of the writ of habeas

- tal spokesman EmestoAbeiia
“said.:

“So if the chie PN’P .sa_y:;'_..: tairied that the President does
this, then he have a basis - Dot fﬂ_"d any compelling reason
to have saidth it forus, we 10 suspend the writ of habeas
continue to:! and We’li s Q(.}l?us at this point.
just assist, ~“Asastrong advocate of the

. rule of law, hels fully aware of

-_the limits of presidential pow-
ers,” he said.

.~ With Cecille Suerte Fe-

. '_"::Brago S

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.annyZﬂ“iZ@gniaii.ﬁdm.— Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Lccél: 5285, 5295j

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the lang.

S,

~for-thesuspensior-of-the-writ= :

+-the Matute group may be lay- -
Sats iMEL A founda{non for.the sus- .

s reading too much -
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By Marlan Ramos :
“and Tina G. Santos
@Team Inquirer:

After threatemng to killdrug
-users, President Duterte  will
‘witness the opemng today of a
110,000-bed “megafacility”’ for

jehabilitation at a milltaly -\ oo b U Ba T AL
camp in Laur, Nueva Echa " CRACKDOWN ' The Drug
‘province. o Abuse Treatment and |

The launch of the sp ;
Drug Abuse Treatment and Re- Rehabilitation Center has*
been constructed.

-habilitation Center (DATRC)'in - C
‘Fort Magsaysay could offer.a _.at a-1_9_—|:1_e;tar_e-_ms[:tary".
‘new approach to Mr. Duterte 5 camp '“'.L_"’?.‘_‘."' _Nugva-Ec:}a
‘brutal strategy in de aim with - Province. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO.
the parcotics frade: '
. The 1o-hectare camp was -
‘oneof the sattemdentlfledbythe-' S ' G
‘Arrned Forces of the Philippines’: selves nto authonnes through .Jead the opening o
for the construction of drug e “Oplan Tokhang” of the Ph]hp- . treatment center’s for
‘habilitation centers as’ order&d- - pine National Police. " ; Each section cot
‘by the President. : .. "“The government has re- - modate up to 2,500
. “The DATRC is part of the Ef- sponded to concerns about thé Malacafiang said.
fort to address the health compo- . - availability a.nd preparedness of . . "We hope that J:
‘nent of the war o drugs h 'help ‘the victims
: §the law enforcement as i
tinues thmughout the country o

s

i She said - the first batch of.-'{
patxents would cofie from the
“overcrowded” drug rehabilita-
‘tion centers in Central Luzon ;
.andnea.rbyareas _ -
«+-She also: said. that the new :

p
e tually victims of the ﬂ‘

t.. Hon of the center were donated :
by, 2 C.hmese billionaire, real-es- -
tate magnate Huang Rulun, who -
‘wasonce a trader in Manila's Chi-
: natown chstnct 111 the 19805 NG

** ously said individuals hooked orl : v " r
. Hllegal substances were already ' habilitation,” said Health Sex
“beyond redempuon, would- S ta
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ody to inangurate
drug rehab center in

By ALEXIS ROMERC and MAYEN JAYMALIN

President Duterte will inaugurate

todav the “mega” drug rehabilitation

and treatment center in Nueva Eaja, in
line with government efforts to sulve the
cotmntry’s narcetivs problem.

At the sae tume, the provincid
gocernment of Parnurasinan is abouot b
acceptadonation o a to-hectarc fotin
Burwos o nros the butiding of another
x.h"h};) At litation center,

Crepartmend o Plealth (DO H b spoties:
i Foid o gy sand the TRG0U-bed ra
SHILY i Nues o Folja svondd have somwe
L detg dependents as its Hist bateh
ab oatients,

Favay sand the patients initially come
trom overcrow ded drug rehabilitation
facilities w Dagupan, Bataan, Tagavtay
and Bioutan.

“The patients are actually victims of
the llegal druy trade, so we want to
ensure that the are provided adequate
athd comprassionate servives for relabili-
tateon, ” Hoealth secretary Paudyvn Ubial
sald.

Dulerie is expected fa inspect the
100, 000-square-meter facility and ac-
knowledge the dooors during the inau-
guration, which s set to start at 2 pan.

Phe drug factlits, located at Rorlb Mag, -
»avsav, the cowuntn s largest militany
LA, can accemmoedate about fedui
paticits.

Lhial sard the center had tatially
bired about oo personnel.

Fuany Kualug g Chinese real estaie
Dilltonaire who traded In Binondo, Ma-
mlain 98e. tunded the 1OD,000-5qtiave-
meter refabiiitation conter, whose con-
struchion started fast July.

Che govertment s planniing o build
three more druy reatment and relra-

bilitation factlities in various paris of
the country.

Meanwhile, the Philippine Health
Instranee Corp. (Phifldeatth) is provid-
iy a Adedical Detoxitication Packasu
worlly PHUout tor iis Jdruyg dependent
s e s,

chibFleatth sand the pachage 5 o
it berrerit acathwoent, b the auene s
condrtbutron o Ui gos erasnend - o hit
avrsst the oy al doag meisae

i Il.ll-l:,i’\i“’sli.ltl e I'rl-!\'iA.&I.xl Friran o
tas authorized the sBovelier Lot oy eind
.:ch'Pi A durtation oF b ecliedtare 1ol
o the budbding of @ drtg renabiiinghen
centfer in the provinge,

Fourth disoive beard member jeremy
.-&:._-,_uricn Rosario, who authored e ap-
proved resolution, said the lor donor,
fornier Burgos touwn mavor Demetrio
Cabiles, with consent ot his wire Belen
Cabitles, had dois nif,."lh_‘\i e 1 eed ar
Lot tesiy deg 1w,

A carlivr proyinddal resoluuon ap-
proved oo June 8. 1992, auttionsed the
prnvim_‘hﬂ guvernor to accept the dena-
tion of Cabiles.

The ot is located in San Vicenle,
Burges bul the donation was oot can-
stoaied vt feny, as the Ueed of
Vlonalion swas oty el signed by the then
governurand He bol ool yel epited by
the provinee.,

Uhe Tol canr be teedd prinvartly By the
Proviice as gy eoiee fus eelabnliiation
verter i onder to bedp Ay tesers uiders
so tredalntent, the falest resoluiion sand.

the provineial governument's am o
build a cehabilitation center inside the
sprawling Camp o Abal in Munaoay
tow i was disapproved, Rusavio said,

~ With Eva Visperas
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Maid paniniwala ng mga: Kongresista na’

£ Ge KO ?
mananatili pa fin ang. suporie g rnilitar at pulisya .
kay Pangu ong Duterte sa kabiia: ng'kontmbersyal .
niyaﬁ%posisypa:_sa mga isyu kabilang na ang: pag-
-papail

ing- 52 Libingan ng mga Bayani kay dating®
ng-Ferdinand:Marcos::.
o Bputy-Speaker: ‘Batangas hel
Ranet Abi-may mataas na standard:at professio-
nalism ang Armed Estoes of the Phiippine al PHitip-
nine Naronal Police (AFP-PNP) kaya sigurado na

walang rmangyayart $a nais ng mga Kritiko ni Duterte :
siya-dahil sa18yu ng pagpapalibing

Ayon naman kay jsabela Bep: Rodolfo Albano
11| at Ako:Bicol party-fist Rep. Rodel Batocabe na
ang mandatong AFP at PNP ay maglingkod atmag-
profekla sa Kkonstitusyon atsa halal na pangulo kaya
walang duda pa (o ang siyang gagawin ng mga
sundalo atkapulisan. _

Paranaman kay Batocabe, na walang duda ang
suporta ng:plifis at military kay Pangulong Buterte,
kaya walanang puwang 4a pansa ang coup d’ etat
na naganap noang dekada B0.

Matatandaan na sa ilang buwan pa famang sa
kanyang, administrasyon ay naharap na sa ibat
ibang korirobersiya si Fan ulomg Duterte kabilang

ang Marcos burias, gxtra—iudicial kilitngs,
ited:States (US)Y: position, pagsus_u!o_n_g ng.
independént foreign policy at akgkipagmabutxhan :
sa Hussia jat China: Sa kabila nito, tiwala, |;(Jai-rin :
ang mganabang itna mambabatas na kapakanan
tamang ng:mga Filiping ang hangad ni Panguiong
Duterte. {Gemim arcia) - :
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2 motions contest Marcos burial at LNMB

By REY G PANALIGAN

Two motions were filed vesterday fo
reconsider the Supreme Court’s (5C) No-
vember 8 decision that allowed the burial
of the remains of the late former President

Ferdinand E. Marcos at the Libingan ng mga
Bayani (LNMB).

The motions were filed by the so-called
victims of enforced disappearances and hu-
man rights violations represented by Albay
Rep. Edeel Lagman and former Bayan Muna
Rep. Saturnino Ocampo. respectively.

The groups claimed that the burial of the
Marcos remains at the LNMB last November
18 does not render their motions moot and
academie,

Lagman's group pressed for the exhuma-
tion of the Marcos remains and the conduct of
forensic examination to determine what was
actaally buried at the LNMB,

In & 9-3 vole with one abstention, the SC
allowed Marcos burial at the LNMB. Ten days
from the issuance of the SC decision that lifted
the status quo ante order (3QAQ) against the
burial, the remains of Marcos were interred
at the LNMB.

Seven petitions against the burial. includ-
ing those filed by the groups of Lagman and
Ocampo, were dismissed by the SC.

Earlier, Lagman had sought the re-issu-
ance of the SQAQC. while Deampo had pleaded
the SC to cife in contempt officials of the
Department of Natiocnal Defense (DND) and
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
for allowing the Interment.
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ByTedTuvera

. Whiat truce?”
- The Corarmunist
Philippines (CP
denied that it is about o enter
into a bilateral ceasefire with the
government by December 10.

Tn a strongly worded statement
issued by the CPP Information
Bureau, the communist Zroup said
that Government of the Republic
of the Philippines (GRP) chief
negotiator to the Natiomal
Democratic Front (NDF) and
Tahor Secretary Silvestre Bello 111
is merely covering up the
government's failure to give into
the insurgents’ demands. .

o put. it realistically, &
bilateral ceasefire agreement is
most likely not to be-forged before
or around December 10,” the CPP
said.

“Bello is conjuring the lusion
that a bilateral ceasefire is

 aiready in the works in the hop
s . -the:fact that the GRE, 80
Party of the - fail
P) yestorday relea

_.+The CPP also assalled:

e communists said that the

-commander in chief; to order the g

of drawing away attention fro

fa edto ‘meet itg-obligatl

ammnesty prociamation,” it added.

he
GRP’s state security forces: for
continuing offensives against them
which violates their respective
umilateral ceasefires. i

“The GRP has yet to rein: in;

the soldiers of the Armed Forces:
of the Philippines (AFP) which
continue to conduct armed.
suppression operations in the’
countryside among the barriosin -
the” “guerrilia zones i and -
revolutionary aveas,” said the P

want President Duterte,
gfection of military forces ifi areas -

where the New People’s Army. ..
(NPA) operafe a3 well as halting

continueétot

‘Bayanihan, it might just force the
‘hand of the revolutionary forces
4o défend therights-and welfare

the :gg)ve_rnmé;it’_s c_éﬁtihﬁed anti
insurgency program called “Oplan

clamor for

of the broad masses within the
‘guerrilla zones and defend the

- peace talks against its fascist
‘saboteurs ir the AFP,” the CPP

.- Bello, at a Palace briefing last

~week, appeared to optimistic
‘ahout the potential bilateral

ceasefire declaration between the
GRP and the NDF by Decerber

- Bello rioted that the hurdles to
“the forging of a bilateral ceasefire
accord were technical in nature,

siieh as coming 1p with common
definitions of “hostile acts” and
“puffer zones.”
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The p‘l"‘l‘n\ClpleS"Of war
at play in the war on drugs

as the war on drugs bemg

of war? Let us‘look at the con®
ductand the consequences. . -
War is always. synonymous.
with struggle, strife; “conflict;
and sufferings. We have seen it.

in many forms: War on terror,

insurgency war, wars of nation- -
al liberation, and lately the ut- -

most priority of this adminis-
tration, the war ondrugs.

Most wars that resuited: In-

success and Vvictory were
achieved by adherence to the

Principles of ‘War. The piirpose
of this paper is'not to justify the”
conduct of the war omdrugs, but- -
o evaluate its present and po-’

tential operational " results
based on these principles.

According  to - Carl Von

Clausewitz, a noted: - ‘military
strateg1st “No one starts awar
: s purpose of war is to. destroy the

tends to achieve by.that war.”

President Duterte declared a

war on drugs,’ a r:c\mpaign

promise he made haste toput |
into action from. the get-go. .
When he made this declaxanon,

itwas very cledr in his mind that

the cause was noble and urgent: -

To dismantle the infrastructure
and all the apparatuses of dar-
cotics, and end the suffering
that the trade and distribution

of illegal drugs has brought to -

many Filipinos.
Judging by his performance

as Davao Mayor, the pilatform

that he presented during the
election campaign, he prepared
for ithis war a long time ago, not

oma whim nor click of a finger, -
- withoutletup, decisively in pur-
‘suit of a clearly defined objec-
-tive. This follows the prmciple

nof an election propaganda. It
was all for real, clear-cut, seri-
ous, and calculated. And regard-
less of all its negative feedback,
he remains unfazed, with no in-

e

fal
- celebrities, drug lords and the
masses as well. He knew the real

tem:mn to Wlthdraw ar clow

.- Given the magmtude of in-
_ formation made available to

"him; he was able to conclude the
“severity of ‘the problem. That

defined his explicit objective.
When you go to war, you de-

“velop a plan, a template as a

guidepost based oni'.'facts, as-
sumptions, physical reconnais-

- sance, and even gut feel: In mili-

tary parlance, this is-called in-
telligence preparation of the

shattlefield: I busmess- -tt is en— '
: v1ronmental sCan. )

~ Duterte did not® mmd who
Would be affected: The power-
politicians, . ohgarchs

enemy. This translatés to the

'pﬂnmple of objective. The basic

: {Dbjectﬁe detenmnes ‘the
-end state that goes down the
liné in the chain of command

‘and the levels of governance,

clearly understood by the offi-

cers, rank and file so that the

mission is undertakenin sync. If
there i is a gap m the chazn, the

and this could result m opera—
tional lapses.
. So far, sa good, except the

.'sensatmnahzed treatment and

frenzied reaction to the killings.
War has its own direct and col-
lateral damages; even peace op-

‘erations are not exempt.

In this campaign, the Com-
mander in Chief moved his
forces, assets and wherewithal
directly to bear on the enemy

of offensive.
You conduct offenswe oper-

R

Page: éiﬁ’z

my to rmaneuver, :consolidate
and retaliate. The full force of
the law enforcement agencies
with military support initiated
simultanegus and;‘relentless of-
fensive acnons ingll fronts that
sent the narco
and confusxon

When you are _on:the offen-

sive, the ‘momen

al: 5285, 52585
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maintained. You do not divide
your forces. Concentrate your
: sr.rengthanthemost ruln :

Havmg 1dent1f1ed the Na
‘tional Bureau of Prison as:the’

in different parts of the
were ' likewise subdued
they can even: reorg
principle of masswas appliec
In the emponment “of
forces it is essential to caord1—_
nate and allocate forces'znd ag-"
sets at the most decisive point
to achieve maximum - Tesults..
Thus by employing government
forces and agencies at selective
targets, calibrating actiohs de-
pending on the need and severi-
ty of threat, the pnnapie of
economy of force was' achleved o

“AS it happened; the cam- T

paign against illegal drug'syndi-
cates, supporters and users was
launched hevond unexpected.
praoportions. The whole nation
was surprised. Never in the his-
tory under any President has
there been a serious campa.l,gn :
to fight the illegal dru
em: Kithet: some: iead
-sleeping with'the enemy. _
depended on the goods to ps
iserve a.nd perpetuate’ pcim
power, or there were’ ‘Just toe
many who_ depended on’ the .
_dmg trade for their hvehhood :
In truth, many simply couid not-_ -
.care less.

It was thus a b1g surpnse
when the full pressure was un-- -
leashed by Mr. Duterteé. Living
up to his promise, he let the’
dogs out, and how. The affected
sectors had very little time to
recover and recapitulate. The
extensive | mventory of mtell1~'

gencé ‘iﬁformauon facilitated ':.
‘the appiication of the prmaple

emy off alar;ce This principle

-of maneuver is slowly decnnatw_
Ccenter of grawty aii elements 3

The planmng, execution an,

‘the follow thraugh appear to be
“Seamless, uncomplicated, fully
.understood by all the actors and
-participants in the war opera- _
tions. It conformed to the prin-
" ciple of samphcn:y
The pmnr:lpie of’ the unity of -

command was very distinct and
pronocunced.  The Commander

- short-run but its’
~in'the medium- an

“too the impact of the: uncah—._
~brated, impulsive, an

in Chief has. exphqtly and un-

equavocaﬂy stated that he is Te

sponsible for the success or fail- .~ di

tre ;in this campazgn He has-
" projected: the perscnahty of a-
' future INQ

cambat commander: Strong, de-

- cisive, fearless, and uncompro-
rmsmgleadersmp Hehasstated _
" time and agam the he wﬂl see

“ward victory. This war

war alone, it is our i

Ieadershlp ex-

-__.'tracts unquestmned obedience -
“fo command; . ‘genérates “high
- morale ‘and ‘boosts . esprit d’

corps to’ achleve the avowed

‘mission.:

. Mr, Duterte's war on dxugs,'-_.'
..portravs a design crafted using
‘the prmmples of wat. The war "

has been . transformed into a

. crusade whose success of fail-
ure will dictate’ the vaiues and.
quality of life 'of our people in
the succeeding generations.
Wh11e this war has been ex- -
‘an :_:controversxal, it

g Theartlcte reflacts the, pa
5 !:heauthor and does notr.eﬂect

stand of the Management Ass
Phlhppsnes or MAP. The auth_
of the M.A P Nationat lssuiss

' Army, the 18T Farce Commarndar
- Peacakeepmg Force in East Tine
-part-time Professorial Leetiirar 4t U
:7#nd Director, Graduate Stud

- - tas@yahoa.com; fimmydisanto

42nd Commanding General ufthe

o :.ELQuezon Uni\}arsitﬂi..i’j‘e_
L smap@map.org.phe and _<}'a

" For previous articles, pla:
: <map.org.phsy
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~ Is Du30 confused, -
~or confusing ASG?

IS PRESIDENT Rodrzgo Duterte-
“just trying to confuse the enemy =
or is he himself now confused on -
how to deal with the Abu Sayyaf
group that is sowing terror in the
South while claiming allegiance to
the Islamic State advancing across
Muslim areas?

Before he assumed office last
June 30, Duterte was saying he
did not consider the Abu Sayyaf an enemy, that itisa
link to achieving peace in Mindanao. He offered 1t the
choice of talking or fighting.

But four months ago, he ruled out talks w1th the
terrorist group, telling a crowd at Malacafiang: “Twill

not deal with persons with extreme brutality, there is

no redeeming factor or reason for me to'sit dOWn and'-
talk with crimiinals.” (We agree — fdp) i

To magnify its being a force to contend wzth ‘che

Abu Sayyaf is now claiming links to the Islamic'State,
the self-proclaimed caliphate attempting to establish
by force its political and theological authority over the
world’s Muslims starting with those in Iraq and Syria.

Displaying violence to catch the eye of IS, the'Abu

Sayyaf has made a big show of displaying IS flags

;and beheading kidnap victims (another hosta
~ executed [S-style-last August) that they ori
-abducted just to collect ransom.

The well-known Duterte “kill * efn" approach---a -

'pareaﬂy having failed to scare the Abu Sayyaf, the

President seems to have decided to shift to bemg more

conciliatory, announcing last Friday that he was now
open to start peace talks with the terrorists.

He explained to the press in Zamboanga Czty the

shift: “I can be nasty and I can be a bad boy, biit I am
talking about a nation. Kung mag-full blast ako diyan
invasion, ipadala ko talaga mga sundalo pati bomba na.

“But I cannot do that because there will be huge
losses pati civilians which is really what matters most.
If you can really stop it for a while, while we taik patz
Abu Sayyaf, I'm ready to talk to them.” =

The Commander-in-Chief said he was w 1Ilmcr o
open the taiks himseif "Wala man rin szlang makuku}m
kung patayin nila a

We have not heard of any Abu Sayyaf response tothe
President’s invitation to dialogue ~we think not because
his urong-sulong antics are confusing the terrorists.

Eoit e WP 38 Tl FUERENT WK ke F SRt YN

: .ﬂag, instead of the national colors, flyirig even for ai.

. shortwhile at the old town hall of Butig, Lanao:

. where members of the Maute jihadist group h
.. urday morning when pursued by governmery

Co '-'fﬁ"_of abouit 200 led by b’duliah Maute, .
- trained terrorist who_
~lah Islamiya. .

“old lairs with artillery and air strikes.”
. troops from the 49th Infantry Battalion engaged Maute

- members for some 45 minutes at barangay Ba.yabao'_'
‘ Poblacion, after which the terrorists withdrew: * -

afterby government fr

-8 flag flew. over Lanao town hall¥f i
+IT IS disconcerting to see on TV the Islami State SR

The soldiers were chasing the heavily arm

While it was reassunng that the mummpal buﬂdmg
and other structures were recovered, with at leas’_c 11 -

" Maute fighters reportedly killed, the fragile security -

situation in the area where the terrorists have relativesis -
cause for concern. A reassessment is cbviously néeded.

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, AFP spokesmman, said in’
aradio interview: “We launched the operation with'the
aim of capturing the leader of the group sowing chaos -
in parts of Lanao, Maguindanao and Cotabato. They are
also responsible for the recent bombing in Davao City.”

The fight in Butig flared up after the military cap-
tured in June the group’s Darul Iman stronghoid. The
Maute band fled to Butig as the military pounded their

Fighting began around 10 a.m. Sa{ﬁzd .

As they escaped, the terrorists took time o Roist

what lcoked like an IS flag at the abandored town‘hall

and positioned themselves in the nearby national bigh o
school and mosque. The flag was taken doWn o

- "media, especially TV crews ;
- tocapture and report the fast-moving scenes.
- situations, bombs and bullets would not d15cr

R ensiring the safety and care (in case anythmg art
- ard happens) of their personnel.

. MILF after he died.

EOFRICWRS ek 4 TRAT

V. ¥iewers dlso ot

between combatants and news reporters,
- One wonders if media owners have prowsmns

- Major Filemon Tan, Western Mindanao Comma;xd o

- spokesman, said Maute had renamed his group Dawla -
- Islamiya to impress foreign terrorists and get funding. He :
‘blamed the group for the Davac bombing last September SRR

- that left 14 people dead and wounded 70 others. -'

He said many Maute members are also with the”. -

: Aikhobar kidnapping syndicate which used to be led -

by former lieutenants of Moro Islamic Liberation Fronit
ieftain Hashim Salamat who broke away from the

A
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Lanao del Sur officials reported yesterday that they

"were providing relief to some 2,000 displaced villagers.
-They said-foed.rations-were distHbrited-1ag ‘Stnday,

‘with promises of more to come. TN« T
Local officials and barangay leaders'said no fevrer -
than 17 members of the Maute group had been killed
and that the rest had been driven away. Tt was not cléar
‘who did the body count and gathered the corpses.
They said retreating terrorists-took fanm animals
‘with them, although it seemed :difficult for' fleeing =
- fighters t6 be pulling slow-moving livestock. " e
~--Une problem of media in situations like that one in
far-away Butig is their usual inability to secure timely -
first-hand information and their usually having torely
onreports of authorities and local folk. - - - S

ADVISORY: To access Postseript archives, go to
www.manilamail.com (if necessary, copy/ paste the
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AFP snaps 2 g

Group A; nangi
{3»2), AFR: {3-2}, Ombudsrna
‘MMOA(2-3), Senate (d-5)

pion Judiciary
Armed Forces of the Philip-  elimination campai,
pines (AFP) _rediscovered. its  note by, blastin;
deadly form in-time and clob. “Representativ S
bered - Ombudsman, +103:85,. in the 7-team Gt
to -revive its faItenng seeond With the v
round bid in-the 5th UNTV Cup - Magis finished
held recently at the Paszg City  5-1 card while PNP 00
Sports Center . 3 slot foﬂowmgass—ﬂ

- The reigning titlists got 25 of GSIS. i
points from Boyet Bauhsta to': Newcomer

“The AFP Cavalzers howev— :
et; need to beatthe Malacanang S
Kamao on Sunday fo--assure. .
themselves & smooth passage records in thelrgro
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ONLINE NEWS
29 NOVEMBER 2016

STAKEHOLDERS RECOGNITION | AFP honors colleges,
universities in Mindanao

SR W EIOE 11 s PO N ot st BRSO I FUE N

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City ~ The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) recognized 22 colleges and
universities in Mindanao for providing educational support io dependents of soldiers killed in action, Friday, 25
November 2016 in Davao City, AFP Public Affairs Office Chief Marine Colonel Edgard A Arevalo said.
“The awardees are among the academic institutions that provide free education or tuition fee discounts to

dependents of our soldiers, particularly those batile casualties or died in line of duty,” Arevalo disclosed.

The schoots which include four state universities in Mindanao were recognized during the Stakeholders
Recognition Ceremony at the Royal Mandaya Hotel in Davao City.

The AFP Educational Benefit System Office (EBSC) headed by Cdr Dwight Steven M Dulnoan, Chief/General
Manager spearheaded the activity.

Lieutenant General Reynaldo B Guerrero, Commander, AFF Eastern Mindanao Command attended as the
Guest of Honor and Speaker

The AFP EESQO also awarded 14 of its scholars for their cutstanding academic and extra-curricular
achievements in the past school year. The student awardees came from Zamboanga, Bukidnon, Butuan, and

Davao.

“Most of our scholars in EBSO are dependents of soldiers who were Killed during military operations. Helping
them through educational support is the least we can do {o repay the ultimate saciifice their fathers did to

protect cur country,” Cdr Duincan said.

Currently, there are 1,282 EBSO Scholars in Mindanao. This is 33% of the 3,999 total grantees nationwide, as
of November 2016.

The EBSQ has been providing educational assistance to dependents of military personnel, mostly battle
casualties fcr over 16 years now. It is presently under the supervision of the AFF Deputy Chief of Staff, LiGen

Salvador Melchor B Mison Jr.

Educational programs in EBSO include law-mandated programs, and those by virtue of partnerships with
educational, government, socio-civic and financial institutions.

Prior o the event on Friday, EBSQO visited major schools and institutions around Mindanao to encourage them
to jein in thelr mission.
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“The AFP is grateful for its partners in the academe for supporting our advocacy to help our soldiers’ families
secure a brighter future. This is essential in uplifting the moraie and welfare of our troops, especially those in

the front tines,” General Ricardo R Visaya, AFP Chief of Staff said.

“The AFP is optimistic that an increase in the soldiers’ morale will amplify their resolve to better perform our
mandate to secure the sovereignty of our nation,” General Visaya added. _ _

weany, dwdd.com
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AFP mum on Maute Group involvement on foiled IED

attack near US Embassy
From the Philippine News Agency (Nov 28): AFP mum on Maute Group inveivement on foiled IED attack
near US Embassy

~—hilethe disarmed improvised-explosive device {IED| found near the-United States Enibassy invManiiz—

may be similar to the bombs being made by the Maute Group, the Armed Forces of the Philippines
{AFP]} has declined to comment on the invoivement of the bandits on the foiled bombing attack.

htip/iwww. pna.gov. phiindex. php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=943832
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2 more {roops wounded in latest encounter with Maute
Group

From the Philippine News Agency (Nov 28): 2 more troops wounded in latest encounter with Maute Group

Two more troopers conducting clearing operations in Maute-infested Butig town, Lanao Del Sur were
—wounded ina clash-early Monday morming; bringing the total of government troops wounded in the

ongoing dislodgement operations to st

This was disclosed by 1st Infantry Division public affairs office chief Li. Col. Benedicto Manquiquis in a
message to the Philippine News Agency.

The clash took place around 6:30 a.m. at the vicinity of Barangay Sundig in Butig, he added.

Troops from the 51st Infantry Battalion, 15th Infantry Battalion, 11th and 15th Division Reconnaissance

Companies were conducting clearing operations in Barangay Sundig when they encountered an
gstimated 30 armed men, triggering a firefight that wounded two members of the 51st Infantry

Batfalicn.

An undetermined number of the bandits were believed killed and wounded in this latest encounter.
Manquiquis said.

Since the start of military operaticns against the Maute Group Saturday, a total of 11 bandits were killed and
five wounded.

Dislodgement operations are now ongeing against the terrorists who are holed-up in the abandoned Butig town
hali.

hitp/Awww . pna. gov . phiindex phpidn=18&sid=&nid=1&nd=04387 1
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Police, Army hunt down armed men in altempted burning of
passenger bus in South Cotabato town

From the Philippine News Agency (Nov 28): Police, Army hunt down armed [men) in attempted burning of
passenger bus in South Cotabaic town

Police and Army personnel launched pursuit operations against a group of armed men who attempted
to bumn another passenger bus in the outskirts of Tantangan town in South Cotabato on Sunday night.

Sr. Supt. Franklin Alvero, South Cotabato police director, said Monday armed men claiming to be
members of the New People’s Army (NPA) tried but failed fo set afire a Husky Bus Line unit with
license plate 658-756 at a portion of Barangay Maibo in Tantangan town at past 7 p.m.

He said no one was reported hurt from among the six passengers, driver and conductor of the bus, which
originatéd from Tacurong City and was en route to Koronadal City when the incident happened. '

Citing accountis from witnesses, the police official said one of the still unidentified suspects initially boarded the
airconditioned bus in front of the Fit Mart department department store in Tacurong City.

He said the suspect then asked to get off along the national highway in Barangay Maibe in Tantangan.

Ugon stopping, Alvero said several armed men boarded the bus, directed the passengers to disembark and
commandeered it towards a portion of the nearby Lagos farm located about 50 meters away from the highway.

“They poured five gallons of gasoline on the bus and tried to set it on fire but did not ignite as they were
reportedly rushing to leave the area,” he said.

Alverc said the circumstances of the incident was similar to the burning in the last two weeks of three
passenger hus units of the Yellow Bus Line Inc. (YBL} and heavy equipment of four companies
working on government proiects in parts of region and the neighboring areas.

A YBL bus unit bus was burned last Saturday in Magsaysay fown in Davao del Sur. Two other bus units of the
company were torched in Tupi, South Cotabato and Kiamba, Sarangani on Nov. 14 and 24.

Four heavy squipment were burned at government project sites in Barangay Alegria in Alabel, Sarangani,
Barangay San Jose in this city, Bagumbayan in Sultan Kudarat and Matanao in Davac del Sur.

The suspects declared during the attacks that the owners of the concerned companies had failed to
pay revolutionary taxes to their group.

A Alvero said.

Husky Bus Line, which services routes in parts of South Cotabato, Sultan Kudaray and Maguindanao, is
owned and operated by the Biocoop Husky Transport Services Inc. based in this city.

Alvero said officials of the bus company did report threats from any group prior to the incident.
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He said thev could not yet conclude whether the attacks were carried out by the NFA, which has not

yet issued any statement or declaration regarding them,

T R T e

g operations again

He said the operations are backed by troops from the Army’s 1002nd and 601st Brigades.

But he assured that they strictly abide by the government's dec%aréa ceasefire w;thihe NPAm !i;se with the
ongeing pgace process.

http:/fwww. pna.gov. phiindex.php?idn=28&sid=&nid=28&d=943825
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Army's 4th 1D chief optimistic that government, rebels forge

joint ceasefire
From the Philippine News Agency (Nov 28): Army's 4th iD chief optimistic that government, rebeis forge
joint ceasefire ' SR : - _

A top military official here expressed optimism on Monday that the government and communist rebels
“wWotld Agres to 4 biliteral ceasefire as the Christmas holidays near.—

Maj. Gen. Benjamin Madrigal, Jr., Army’s 4th Infantry Division (41D} commander, said that at present
both government and rebels had separately declared a unilateral ceasefire as both parties observe a
“defensive mode.”

Madrigai said that an official declaration of a joint unilaterat ceasefire by the government and communist rebels
wouid ensure the total suspension of combat operations by both sides during the holiday season.

He said the bilateral ceasefire comes with an effective mechanism like the creation of a monitoring commitice
to ensure that no amed vioiation would be committed by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and New
Peoples' Army during the observance of the cessation of hostilities.

“So far, peacs is holding,” Madrigai said, as he hoped that the situation would sustain until Christmas
time and even after December.

Me said that everybody has benefited from the ongoing ceasefire as formal peace talks between the
negotiators from both parties had been conducted in the past few weeks in Oslo, Norway,

Madrigal said he personally supports the peace negctiations between the government and the National
Democratic Sront (NDF, the umbrella organization of the leftists.

Madrigal aiso assured the rebels that the continued presence of soldiers in rural communities was only
to implement the peace and development program of the military and the local governments.

The military top brass-issued the statement in response to-the rebel accusations that the Phil. Army
was conducting surveillance and guestioning residents in remote villages in Northern Mindanao.

Earlier, Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez, Army’s 41D spokesperson, said that soldiers wouid only enter a
coromunity upon the invitation of the local officiais,

Besides, the Army soldiers would onlv go to the communities in order to extend assistance in the form
of infrastructure development and medical missions.

Martinez said that the AFP is ready to lend a helping hand because the military has the equipment and
the expertise in implementing infrastructure projects.

hitp:/fwww.pna.gov.phiindex.php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&rd=944038
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