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_Abu Sayyaf in Sulu splits up to evade military
By Roel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated October 6, 2016 - 3:32pm

Army Special Forces froopers clearing the area around a captured Abu Sayyaf bunker in Barangay Baguindan,
Tipo-Tipo, Basilan. AFP Westmincom, file

LAMITAN CITY, BASILAN, Philippines — The Abu Sayyaf Group has spiintered into smaller factions to focus
on mobile tactics after being chased out of a base in this province by military offensives.

Col. Cirilo Donato, commander of the 104th Infantry Brigade, said the 200-member Abu Sayyaf group that

ysed to-occupy & camp fmBarangay Baguindan as a base of operationg agamnst Tipo=Tipotown; fled fast month -~ -

because of the military operations.

Donato said the Abu Sayyaf group led by Isnilon Hapiton suffered close te 50 dead and severai wounded
during its occupation last month.

Hapilon and his group are known to have pledged aliegiance to the extremist Islamic State of irag and Syria
and vowed to establish a caliphate in Basilan.

Donato said that Hapilon's group prevented the villagers from visiting their farms. Residents would only be
allowed to go if they agree to join the Abu Sayyaf.

Residents reported the harassment, which prompted the military and the local government to launch the
offensive against the militants.

“They have lessons learned from holding @ camp, 50 they decided to break up and {arelnow mobile so they will
not be cornered,” Donato said.
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Donato said about 100 Abu Sayyaf militants are believed to be hiding in the jungle of Sumisip near Sampinit
Complex.

He said the Abu Sayyaf group is also believed to be jow on ammunition.
... The military.is trying.to.trace.the Abu Sayyafs.supplier.of guns.and bullets................

“We hope to cut that line of supply,” Donato said.

www.philstar.com
Near-encounter between troops, MILF prevented in North Cotabato

By .John Unson (philstar.com) | Updated October 6, 2016 - 2:04pm
&

A cleric and the new commander of the 6th Infantry Division resolved the coordination issue promptly after a

three-minute taik via mobile phones. Philstar.com/File photo
MAGUINDANAO, Philippines - Direct communication lines between the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
and the military prevented a showdown Wednesday between soldiers and guerillas tasked to neutralize drug

trafficker Mokz Masgal in Midsayap, North Cotabato.

The MILF guerillas, the same group that killed foreign-trained bomb-maker Abdui Basit Usman last year,
eventually broke through the marshy areas in Midsayap from Maguindanao after a three-hour delay caused by
coordination issues between thelr leader, Ustadz Wahid Tundok, and Army infantry Division (ID) and
mechanized unils positioned along their routes.

The MILF’s bid to arrest Masgal has the imprimatur of the 6th ID and the joint ceasefire committee, but poor
telecommunication linkages hampered the dissemination fo rebel commanders and their Army counterparts on
the ground of the details on how the selected guerillas are to fuse ranks with the Army’s 602nd Brigade waiting

for them in Midsayap.
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Through-backchannei procedure, Tundok, a cleric who studied-lslamie-theology abroad, and the new
commander of the 6th infantry Division, Major Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., promptly restrained the soldiers
assigned near the proposed bivouac areas of the guerillas, enabling them to fink up with Col. Nolly Samarita of

the 802nd Brigade.

The joint Army-MILF anti-narcotics operation last Wednesday resulted in the arrest of the hatchet man of

--Masgal,-Kamarudin, who is-his son by his second wife, and nine relatives also engaged in peddling of illegal |

drugs.

Local officials said Kamarudin helped Masgal, also known as "Commander Madrox,” supervise foliowers
distributing methamphetamine hydrochloride (shabu) in North Cotabato's neighboring Midsayap, Aleosan and

Pikit towns.

A combined team of policemen, personnel of 6th ID’s 62nd Reconnaissance Company and agents of the
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency raided Masgal's hideout last August o arrest him but he and his men

resisted.

They kilied two soldiers and a policeman and wounded seven others in a firefight that preceded their daring
escape to the nearby Liguasan Defta.

While there is this July 1997 Agreement on General Cessation of Hostilities beiween the government and the
MILF, sudden encounters between units of 6th 1D and MILF forces can erupt anytime if they come face to face
without prior arrangements by the joint ceasefire committee.

Galvez and Tundok resolved the coordination issue promptly after a three-minute talk via mobile phones.

They took the cudge! of immediately nofifying their respective subordinate-commanders of the exact areas the
MILF guerillas from Maguindanao, many of them armed with shoulder-fire rocket launchers, are to cross on
their way to Midsayap, where they are to help soldiers hunt for Masgal there.

"It is good to have efficient communication lines with people in the MILF’s ceasefire committee and with the
commanders of their major units. That is something that can effectively prevent undue encounters that can ruin
- the gains of the peace engagements between the government and the MILF,” Galvez told The STAR noontime

Wednesday.

Galvez, in fact, missed on Wednesday morning an initial phone call from Tundok, who first iried to reach out
while the general was talking to representatives of the Australian-funded Basic Education Assistance for
Muslim Mindanao Program at 6th [D’s headquarters in Camp Siongco in Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao.

The coordination between 6th 1D’s component-units in the second district of Maguindanao and Tundok’s
subordinate-commanders was facilitated by the Moro civil-military relations staff of Galvez, Lt. Col, Markton
Abo, who is an ethnic Maguindanaon and is the division’s current fiaison conduit to the local Muslim, Christian

and Lumad communities.

Sources from the MILF’s central committee, who requested anonymity for lack of authority to speak on the
issue, said their figurehead, Al-Haj Murad Ebrahim, and the chief of their Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces,
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~-Sammy Al-Mansour, were elated with the turn of events-en-Wednesday, something so positive for both of
them.

Galvez understands well the intricacles and ramifications of the security protocols beiweén Mailacafang and
the MILF, having served as chairman of the government's Coordinating Comrmitiee on the Cessation of
Hostilities {CCCH) prior to his assumption last September 12 28 commander of 6th iD.

MilLF's 118 Base Command, kiled Usman, a cohort of the slain Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin Hir, mos’r kKnown
as Marwan, in an encounter in Guinduiungan, Maguindanao on May 3, 2015,

Usman was said io have undergone fraining in fabrication of improvised explosive devices using mortar
projectiles and anti-tank rockets in Peshawar, Pakistan and in Kandahar, Afganistan during the early 1990s.

Usman first got wounded when elite Special Action Force {SAF) operatives of the Philippine National Police
raided Barangay Inog-og in Mamasapano, Maguindanao on Jan. 25, 2015 fo arrest him and Marwan.

The injured Usman managed to escape along with more than a dozen recruits he was training then in handling
of IEDs and fabrication of roadside bombs using materials that can easily be obtained from rebe! arsenais.

Marwan was killed in the January 25 dawn raid, which turned haywire when the SAF commandos figured in
running firefights with MiLF forces and a second group, the outiewed Bangsamore {slamic Freedom Fighters,
while retreating from Barangay Inog-og.

A totat of 44 SAF commandos, 17 MILF members and five innocent civilians perished in the ensuing.
encounters, which shook the nation to its core and challenged Malacafiang's Southern Mindanao peace
process.

The hostilities, blamed on the PNP’s disregard of the security protocois between the government and the MILF,
—almost-caused-the collapse of the now 18-year peace-overture-betweentherebel group and Malacafiang.—

,;.n_ﬁ_ S b
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QSCESSFE.EL | 2618 Troops Assisted in Anti-llegal Drug Operation in
ﬁgg%an @é% Sm"

BUNAWAN, Ag&san L}e i Sur QDWDU} - (roops of 26th Intantry Batialion under 4th Infantry Division,
Philippine Army successfufly supported the PNP Law Enforcers and the Municipal Anti-lilegal Drug Abuse
Council of Bunawan, Agusan del Sur during the simuitaneous implementation of the eight search warrants at
P-1, Brgy Consuelo. Bunawan, Agusan Del Sur around 7:20A0 yesterday, October 5, 2016,

By virtuz of the search warrants issued on September 30, 2016 by Hon. Dymphna C. Gorzon-Labindao of 1st
Municipal Circuit Trial Court in San Francisce, Agusan Del Sur, e [oint government operation has been
launched and successfully recovered nine (9) sealed fransparent plastic sachets of SHABU weighing of about
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305-grarms-with-an estimated market value of (P4,661 ,000.00)-and-asserted drug paraphernalia. The —
authorities immediately arrested the two suspects namely, Ms. Saada Cabugatan Macasalong, 23 year old,
married: and Mr. Amil Sultan, age unknown, single, who are caught in the possession of these prohibited drugs
during the said operation. They were among the identified personalities who are included in the PNP’s drug fist
in the said town and among the eight personalities included in the search warrant orders.

___The two will be facing criminal charges on violations of the Republic Act 9165 also known as the
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002. -

MGen Benjamin R Madrigal Jr., Commander of 4th Infantry Division lauded the smooth implementation of the
said operation, he said, "Our increased coordination with the PNP resulted to the success of the operation. |
commend all the peopie involved in planning and execution that led to the successful arrest of these two
suspects and recovery of illegal drugs and drug paraphernalia. You have exhibited the highest form of
professionalism especially on the proper impiementaticn and execution of the search and arrest procedure.”

“This shall serve as a stern warning to everyone who uses illegal drugs or involved in this kind of illegal
activities. The government forces are more persistent and focused to hunt you down and bring you to the court
of law. Meantime, while you stilt have all the opportunity to renew your lives. We urge you to stop involving
yourselves to these illegal activities and start living a normal life.” He added.

The two suspects and recovered items are brought to Bunawan Municipal Police Station, Agusan del Sur for
documentation and proper disposition of the case. ADPAO / MCAG

www‘dwdd.com. oh

LOVE AND
~Agusan-Del Su I
v Alvin Sentlago on Tolobsr BOZEE

ILORETO, Agusan Def Sur (DWDD} — 2LT Fernaluz Mateo (QMS) PA together with 2LT Karl
Macaraig (INF) PA of the 26™ Infantry “Evewr Onward” Battalion initiated and participated in the Joint Medical
and Dental Civic Action Program (MEDCAP) held at Brgy Poblacion, Loreto, Agusan Del Sur.

This was in coordination with the Municipal Local Government Unit of Loreto headed by Hon Ligaya Otaza,
Municiapal Mayor, Sangguniang Bayan Kimberly Otaza and Dr Ricardo F Vergel, Regional Health Unit of

Loreto.

Said activity was also participated by Dr Kristine Ann D Yec-yec, Municipal Health Office (MHO) of San Luis
Agusan Del Sur, with more or less 600 civilian populace of Loreto, Agusan Det Sur who availed different
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—meadical services such as circumcision-54 health constltation-576, dental-75, free haircut-556, massage-
161 feeding-400 and bioodletting-16/ 8,000 cc. CMO 2818 / MCAG
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" PHL forces getting more expertise in humanitarian assistance,

disaster relief operations

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, Oct. 6 (PNA) - Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) units are getting more expertise on various

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief readiness technigues by training with American forces.

This was stressed by Department of National Defense Secretary Deffin Lorenzana in an interview on
Wednesday.

This joint-fraining provides AFP personnel and their American counterparts with more capabilities o respond in
times of calamities and disasters, he said.

Incidentally, Philippine and American forces are now conducting the 33rd iteration of the Philippine Amphibious
Landing Exercise (PHIBLEX) which has special focus on disaster relief missions.

PHIBLEX started last Oct. 4 and will end on Oct. 12. Around 1,400 American military personne! and 500
Filipino soldiers are taking part in _th_e maneuvers.

Lorenzana said this capability was readily demonstrated by US forces during the onsiaugjht of super typhoon
“Yolanda" in Leyte in Nov. 8, 2013 where American aircraft, ships and personnel readily helped their Filipino

counterparts until the situation was stabilized.

Lorenzana's view was shared by US 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade head Brig. Gen. John Jansen.

Within four hours, Ospreys from Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in.Okinawa, arrived 1o supportthe .
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations. The MV-22s evacuated more than 1,200 people while
defivering over 20 tons of supplies, none of which would have been possible without the Philippine government
and military’'s fast actions, and the practice we all receive during exercises. Our forces have come together
again and again, in 2013 for the Bohol Earthquake and typhoon Bopha, typhoon Washi in 2011, typhoon Frank
in 2008, and typhoon Reming in 2008," Jansen stressed. (PNA)
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US warships arrive in Subic for PH, US war games
Up to 1,400 US service members based in Okinawa and 500 Filipino soldiers participate in the war games

Rappler.com
Published 2:19 PM, October 06, 2016

AIRCRAFT‘CARPIER Sea K ght transport and Sea Stallion attack helicopters sit on the deck of the assault
ship LSS Bonhomme Richard; which will participate in the ongoing PHIBLEX war games between the

Philippines and the United States!
SUBIC, Zambales — Three warships of the United States Navy arrived here on Wednesday, October 5, to

participate in this year's Philippine Amphibious Landing Exercise (PHIBLEX 33} to be held in various areas in
Luzon.

The Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (BHR ARG) consists of the Wasp-class amphibious assault
ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD-6), the San Antonio-ciass amphibious transport dock USS Green Bay
(LPD-20), and the Whidbey Island-class dock tanding ship USS Germantown (L.5D-42).

About 1,400 US service members based in Okinawa, Japan, and 500 Philippine Armed Forces personnel are
joining the war games here.

LANDING SHIPS. The dock ianding ship USS Germantown (right) and the assault ship USS Bonhomime
Richard ocoupy the length of the Alava Pier in the Subic Bay Freeport on Wednesday. The ships, along witls
USS Green Bay, are in port for replenishment befcre participating in the ongoing war maneuver betwean ihe

Philippines and the United States.

The exercise is meant to enhance the interoperability and capability of the naval forces of both countries, said
Marine Corps Publfic Affairs Office director Captain Ryan Lacuesta.
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Some of the activities are the following:
« Amphibious Landing Exercise on October 7, 2018 at the Naval Education Training Command in San

Antenio Zambales
« Combined Live Fire exercise (CALFEX) on October 10, 2016 at the Crow Valley in Tarlac

e Turn-over ceremony of Engineering project at the Palawig Elementary School and San Vicente Elem

School on October 11, 2016 at Sta Ana, Cagayan
e ...Closing Ceremony PHIBLEX33 on October 12, 2016.at the Acero Hall, Headquarters Philippine Marine ...

Corps, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.
~ Randy Datu/Rappler.com

www.interaksyon.com _ _ _
DND chief Lorenzana says Duterte may be 'misinformed’' on US

alliance
By: Martin Petty, Reuters
October 5, 2016 8:45 PM_

President Rodrigo Duterte (C) clenches his fist as he poses with members of the Philippine Army during his
visit at the army headquarters in Taguig City, Metro Manila, Philippines October 4, 2016. REUTERS/Romeo
Ranoco

InterAksyon.com

The online news portal of TV5
MANILA, Philippines — Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana sought to patch up cracks

in a military alliance with the United States on Wednesday, saying President Redrigo Duterte, who has
appeared intent on scrapping joint programs, might be misinformed about their value.

Referring to recent strongly worded comments by Duterte, in which he has declared that the Philippines’
military gained little from US security ties, Lorenzana said the armed forces were still weak and the country got

a lot out of the US relationship.
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"That's why | said the Presidentwasmisinformed, because i think the information he is-gettingisincomplete,"
Lorenzana told reporters, a day after the launch of the latest round of PHIBLEX milifary exercises involving

troops from both sides.

"Maybe, the defense ministry and the armed forces were remiss in providing him the correct information. This,
we will address in the coming days.”

””'The Umted States has been on the recewmg end of a torrent of hostmty from Duterte who was angered by US -

expressions of concern over his war on drugs.

On Tuesday, Duterte said US President Barack Obama should "go fo hell” and that in his time, he might "break
up" with Washington, with which Manila has had a security treaty since 1851,

Last week, he also caused a stir when he said the PHIBLEX exercises would be "the last one” and on Sunday
said a US-Philippines Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) wouid be reviewed.

‘That deal includes setting up storage facilities for maritime security, humanztarzan and disaster response
operations and grants US troops some access to Philippine bases. .

Lorenzana said the ongoing exercises gave Philippine troops exposure {0 new guns, technology and body
armor and training in warfare tactics, marksmanship and quick responses to natural disasters.

*According to him, only the American froops are benefiting from those exercises,” he said, referring to
President Duterte.

"But based on what we gath’éred from the GHQ (general headquarters) and army, there are (benefits).”
US officials have played down Duterte's remarks, focusing instead on the decades-long alliance which they
have sought to bolster in recent years in response to China's moves to enforce its claims over the South China

Sea,

The White House said on Tuesday the United States had not received any formal communications from
Duterte's government about changing the relationship.

www.bomboradyo.com

US sinabing walang pagbabago sa pagtupad ng EDCA

By Bombo Anne SoberanoPosted in i.atest News oy, g 2016 0717

WASHINGTON - Wala umanong gagawing pagbabago ang Estados Unldos sa pinirmahang kasunduan sa
pagitan ng Pilipinas at Amerika ang Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA).

Ayon sa tagapagsalita ng Pentagon na si Peter Cook na patuloy silang makikipag-ugnayan sa Duterte
administration para ipatupad ang nasabing kasunduan.
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Sinabi ni Cook na hanggang§a ngayof wala pa silang natatanggap na opisyal na conifritnication mula sa
Malakanyang na kinakansela na ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte ang nasabing kasunduan.

Una rito nagbanta ang pangulo na kaniyang kanselahin ang EDCA.

Ibinunyag din ni Cook na positibo at napaka productive ang naging pag-uusap nito sa kaniyang counterpart na
_si Defense Secretary Deffin Lorenzana.

Tinivak ng Washington na fully commited pa rin sila sa kanilang mga commitments sa kanilang kaalyadong
bansa. (AP/AFP/CNN)
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ZOPADC | Unsted for Peace and Development
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ALAMANSIG, Sultan Kudarat {(DWDD) ~ The Zone of Peace and Development Council
(ZOPADC) is a platform initiated by the 1st Marine Brigade to harmonize the actions of the different
municipalities in its Aréa of Operation, addressing their common interests pertaining to security, socio
economic development and others. It is primarily designed to empowser LGUs in pursuing complementary
action towards attaining sustainable peace and development.

The 1 Zone of Peace ‘and Development Council meeting for CY 2016 was conducted at Sangguniang Bayan
Session Hall, Kalamansig, Sultan Kudarat last October 05, 2018. It was attended by BGEN ALVIN A
PARRENO AFP, Commander, 1* Marine Brigade as Co-Chairman of the Council, the Locai chief Executives

of Lebak, Kalamansig, Palimbang all of Sultan Kudarat Province and Upi, Datu Blah Sinsuat and South Upialf .

f Maguindanao Province and the local PNP.

new ZOPADC Co-Chairman was elected by the council members as Hon. Relando P Garcia,

Vice Mayor of Kalamansig, formally vacated the position. Hon. Ronan Eugene C. Garcia, Mayor of
Katlamansig, was elected un-opposed as its new Co-Chairman. in his speech, he swore to nurture and

cultivates the seeds sown by his predecessors in pursuing its nobie cause.

During the program proper, the security sector headed by the 1 Marine Brigade together with the local PNP
updated the council on the status of peace and order in the area. After the security briefings, the agenda for

discussion were presented {o the council,
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Significant among the-agendapresented was the proposed creation of a ZOPABG-Fask -orce, which aims to
synchronize all efforts and existing mechanisms as well as Standing Operating Procedures of the Marines,
PNP and the focal government agencies covering the entire AOR of the 1% Marine Brigade to address various
threats in the area. The council deemed it necessary to level up the measures and processes to strengthen the
existing guidelines of inter-operability of security forces. The councii designated the 1% Marine Brigade together
with the PNP to spearhead a technical working group that will undertake the formulation/creation of a viable

~ mechanism which wili be the basic template for all the member municipalities.

It has been said that unity in purpose and vision survive the test of time. ZOPADC since its inception has
proven to be a solid platform to effectively pursue the common aspiration of the member municipalities towards

peace and development. IMBDE MCAG

www.dwdd.com.ph

LGU_S__UPPORT | Pnde in Umform

L A LEBAK, Sultan Kudarat (DWDD} - | am thankful that my constituents are volunteering
themseives for the service of the nation’ was the message of Hon Horacio P Suansing Jr, Congressman
of the 2" District of Sultan Kudarat. As asign of his support, the said - Representative donated sweatshiris
for the- Marine Reservists. A symbolic turn-over ceremony was held last 01 October 2016 at Multi-Purpose

 Covered Gymnasium of Salaman Institute in l.ebak, Sultan Kudarat.

Mr ManueE Lontoc assisted BGEN ALVIN A PARRENO AFP in the said activity.
Wearing the Marine color is not just a source of pride but more of a responsibility.

When the Marine Reservists received and wore the olive drab colored garment, you can see the excitement
and pride in their faces. But it was stressed by the Marine Instructors thatwearing the
uniforms is the product of their continued commitment fo service. “We would like to express our

deepest gratitude to the good Congressman for taking care of your constituents’, “claimed Hon

Bonifacio F Aguada, Brgy Chairman and areservist of Brgy Kalamongog, Lebak Sultan Kudarat.

In the near future similar ceremonies will be undertaken to the other municipalities of Upi, Datu Blah Sinsuat,

all of Maguindanao Province and Kalamansig, Sultan Kudarat. Through this we can see the priceless effect of

just a simple garment to the drive and resolve of the Marine Reservists in their quest of serving the country
through selfless volunteerism, 1MBDE MCAG
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PAF says perfectiy normal to stockpile aircraft spares including
engines

MANILA, Oct. 8 (PNA) — The Philippine Air Force (PAF) announced that it is perfectly normal to acquire and
stockpile various aircraft spare parts including engines.

This was disclosed by PAF spokesperson Col. Antonio Z. Francisco in a message {o the Philippines News
Agency on Wednesday.

"Yes, its perfectly normal fo have spare engines. We do that in all of our aircraft,” he added.

Francisco issued this reply when queried about the Department of National Defense (DND) announcement that
it is allocating PHP416,476,000 for the acquisition of brand-new engine unit for one of its twe FA-50 "Fighting

Eagle” jet aircraft.
Funds for the engine will be sourced from the Philippine Air Force General Appropriations Act CY 2016.

Earlier, reports claimed that the engine of one of the two operational FA-50PHs was totally destroyed after a
bird strike in Clark Field, Pampanga.

The first two FA-50PHs, out of 12-plane order from Korea Aerospace Industries, was delivered last November.
Winning bidders are required to deliver the engine within 720 days upon receipt of Notice to Proceed.
They should have also completed a similar project within the last five years.

The DND Bids and Awards Committee will hold a pre-bid conference on Oct. 13, 10 a.m. at the DND BAC
Conference Room, basement, left wing, DND Building, Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City.

While bid opening is oen Oct. 25, 10 a.m. at the same venue. (PNA)
_BNB/PFN
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