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BY VICTOR REYES

ARMY chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afio yes-
‘terday sought to downplay the possible
departure of US forces from Mindan2o

where the Americans have been train- -

ing and providing intelligence assis-
tance to Filipino troops involved in the
fight against terrotist groups. :
Afio made the remarks amid repOrts
thata US C-17 transport plage had landed
it Zamboanga City, supposedly to begin
picking up equipment of US forces. -
i KAG. AN AFP
Cormumand spokesman Maj. Fﬂemon
Tan ccmlci not immediately confirm the -

éxzﬂepts; including the Abu
Sayyaf in Sulu and Basilan.
' :-Afio, however, acknowl-

ywnplays US pu

- pullout of the US eqmpment

‘I (US pullout} wor't- have: s
any effect on our; cauntez—»
terrorism effort because ou
organization i§ already set. We-
have an anti-terrorism coun-:
cil, we have an anti-terrorism:

g Ve

Tan said reports about the amval of the

~US aircraft oply came from media“Thave ™
“not séen'it Thereisno report giventous

about any movement,” he said.

personnel in Mmdanao “all based in

headquaxters of the Wesmincom which

“ig sapervising 3.11 nuhtary operatxons meo e

& thc Zamboanga Pcnmsula and Auton (
mous Region in Muslim Mitrdanzo.

_ Last fonth, President Dutertesmdh -taround 1,300 personncl They ev
wants US forces to pul out of Mindanao
so they won't be indnappﬁd or kiltéd”

by the Abu Sayyaf, which is feared for
its kidnapping, _beheadmg a.nd bomb

ing activities, i

The US military has about 107 .

" deployed forces in Sulu and’ ‘Basil
“assisting Filipino troops in gomg aft

- leave, Afio said this'won't have any
“fect on the military’s counter-terrori
" efforts. ‘Army soldiers are in the fo
pamculariy at mmmmMst tc onst

- The Americans began their coun

Abu Sayyaf members. . _
“In the event the Amemcans mdee

Aslamic:State: of Iraq-and:Syria...

.“Try our fast operation against
the ‘Maute, thﬁy (Amencans)
didn’t have any contribution or
participation. So there is no such
thing that our counterterrorism

::;The. last. major military..o 2.
:-.tion agairist the Maute Gmup
_-!aunched by the: Axmy’s
Brigade in May in Butig to
‘Lanao- del Sur. Military offici
. claimed that at least 54 membeﬂs

edged the US military's as-
sistance in pursuing terrorist

- gfoups, saying: “Of course,
they've helped us especiaily on
information sharing, technical
support:but our AFP and PNP

- are fully, capable (of handling
the eounter-terrorism efforts).

units,” he said.

Afio added that the Ame:
cans are not providing assis-
tance in the fight against the "

efforts wilthe aﬁfected, *said Afio.

Maute Group, one of the fer-

rorist groups in Mindanac
has pledged auchance ;

ofthe group dted mthe operauon
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By Mami Mallari e

The sudden influx of LS military carge
pianes in Zamboanga City after President
Duterte made statements about the need
for American forces to leave Mindanao ro
help the government’s
peace effarts is not
being considered as part
of a pullont at the
moment, an Armed -
Forces of the Plilippines
(AFP) official said.

: Defense Secratary
Belitn Larenzana also said recently that
thegovernment is scrapping joint patrols

1hppm9 Army.(PA) head 11, Gen.
© Ture to poge 2
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\NDF demand to release

prisoners up to Rody’

DAVAQ CITY — President Duterte has
the final sav on whether government
would agree to the demand of the com-
munists to release all political prisoners
as part of confidence-ouilding measures
in the ongoing peace negotiations Oslo

The NDF is representing the CPP-NFA
in the peace talks with the Philippine
government in Norway.

The NDF earlier included in the list 81
detained rebels to be released on hurani-

Norway.
a ‘Tola

tarjan grounds.
The draft prociamation will also in-

Covernment panel membe g
Librado-Trinidad said they have submit-
ted =z draft amnesty proclamation {0 the

Office of the Presidenta vreek before leav-

ing for the second round of peace talks.
Trinidad said the matter is consistent
with the panel’s commitment to imsnedi-
ately recommend to the President a draft
amnesty proclamation covering person-

" alities listed by the National Democzatic

Front (NDF).

“We have in our possession a stamped
receipt of our endorsement letter together
with the draft proclamation. It was re-
ceived by the Office of the Executive
Secretary,” Librado said. '

Covered by the draft proclamationare

434 detained leaders and alleged meny-
bers of the NDF, the Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) and New People’s
Army (NPA). ,

cude NDF consultants already reieased
on bail and now participating in the peace
negotiations. ‘

NDF chief negotiator Fidel Agcaoil
stressed the release of political prisoners
is a matter of justice — an important issue
in the ongoing talks.

wThe NDEP stands firm in calling for
the reiease through amnesty of the 432
political prisoners not only as a matter of
justice but also in basic compliance with
the Comprehensive Agreement on Re-
spect for Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law,” Agcaotli said.

“Their release will undoubtedly serve
as an incentive i accelerating the peace
negotiations and in forging a more stable
ceasefire agreement. Thope we can resolve
these crucial issues so that we can move
forward,” he stressed.

During the opening session of the sec-
ond: round of talks in Oslo, Presidential
Adviser on the Peace Process Jesus Dureza
said they understand the concerns raised
by the NDF panel over the continued
detention of their members.

Dureza, however, explained the am-
nesty has to go through the process, which
includes review of the draft proclamation
and concurrence of Congress after the
President signs the proclamation.

Government panel chief negotiator Sil-
veatre Bello 101 said the release of detained

l
:
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_rebels would just be 2 matter of Hme. _
#] see no reason why we cannot do it the wa
are accelerating the peace process,” he added.
The draft proclamation under revigns 10vers only

we

amid the government’s alleged lack of elaborations
“io explain the content and expectations of those

“After a couple more of editing sessions, the
swo negotiating panels on CASER agreed to a final
~utline on a comprehensive CASER proposal,”

the updated list of detained rebels submies on Sert.
15y Ageaoili. IR Jazmines said.
The NDF said the peace negotiations in Usio were

an “initial success” even as it criticize

panel member Hernani Braganza {Or maing:

and erronieous’ report

Alan Jazmines, vice chairman of the NTF's Recip-

rocal Working Committee 0T Comprehen

ment on Socio-Economic Reforms (X*

faulted Braganza for saving the NL°F

+o include” nine major points or “ouIc
_agreement in the peace talks. Jazmines said!

~

[n a related development, a spokesman for the NFA
ciaimed the military is stiil in combat mode despite
the prevailing ceasefire between the government and
the communist rebels.

NPA spokesman Jorge Madlos admitted, however
that the ceasefire has been holding.

A1l NPA units have strictly abided by the
ceasefire declaration. Aside from maintaining de-

had stated the other day that the aiks Mif A5
because of the issues.

NDF RV C-CASER chair Julie de Lima saxd. how-
ever, that nine items were mere snumerations adiu-
ally lifted from the NDF's lengthy draft proposals

HOET

maneuvers to avoid armed skirmishes with the
ATP” Madlos said, referring to the Armed Forces

of the Philippines.
Not a few NPA units are having difficulty heid-
ing back offensives amid threats from the
AFP in its counter-insurgency intelligence
operations, Madlos said.

From North Luzon to Southern Mind-
anao, Madlos claimed, there were reports
that military units are telling civilians
that the ceasefire is no longer in effect to
justify their operations and presence in

fencive posture NPA unifs are conducting counter-

their communities.

The NPA’s Agustin Begnalen Com-
mand based in Abra said the Army’s 24th
Infantrv Battalion have been telling civil-
ians in Sallapadan town that the ce asefire
has ended. ’

Madlos said the AFP has vet to observe
the advice of President Duterte to be
friendly with the NPA.

However, Madlos claimed th AFF
continues to conduct hostile operations
against the NPA, "even the drug cam-
paign is being used by the AFP to conduct
anti-INPA operations.”

Madlos is calling on the President “to
tame” the AFP to end all counter-insur-
gency operations in the rural areas. — With
Ding Cervantes, Artemio Dumlao, Jose
Radel Clapano
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