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Army holds two-day humanitarian services in Aurcra
From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 12): Army holds two-day humanitarian services in

Aurora

A total of 537.residents from the five barangays in this tfown have benefited from the two- ;

day humanitarian services conducted by the 56th Infantry “Tatag” Battalion, Philippine
Army.

The beneficiaries, who mostly came from the depressed barangays of Salay, Sapang
Kawavan. Maligaya, Tovtoyan and Diamanen, were treated for their illness and were
provided with other medical services by the military physicians, dentists, nurses from the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), Department of Health (DOH) Baler and Medicard

Foundation contingents.

1. Col. Louie DS, Villanueva. who led the two-day activities which started Monday, together
with 1It. Reynaido “Potpot” Aragones Jr.-civil military operations officer Dipacutac Mayor
Joanna Wilma C, Salamanca. Dr. Alma Mendoza, the team from Civil Military Affairs Brigade,
Armed Forces of the Philippines Reserve Command (AFPRESCOM), also conducted grand
pulong-puiong (dialogue), medical/dental missions and free haircut services to the civilian

populace in barangays Toytoyan and Diamanen. of the first day.

They also gonducted optical/medical/dental mission, free haircut services, book and gift
aiving, and fun games to residents in barangays Salay. Sapang-Kawayan, Maligayaon the

last day.

Aragones. in an interview, said that the army donated 12 boxes of books for grade 1 to & pupils to
Emeterio M. Quirino Elementary School in Barangay Salay.

Two ballkbayan boxss loaded with stuff toys were also distributed in barangays Toytoyan,
Diamanen, Salay, Maligaya and Sapang Kawayan.

“We maintain good relationships to the pecple of Aurora. We come to show that the people here
are very important to us.” Aragones said.

The 56th infantry Battalion is planning to conduct another humanitarian assistance in three
villages in Dingalan town.

http://ww.pna.gov.phiindex.php‘?idn=2&sidm&nid=2&rid=930728
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ONLINE NEWS
13 October 2016

PHL, US Marine Corps reiterate commitment in sustaining peace

" From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 12); PHL, US Marine Corps reiterate commitment in
sustaining peace

The Philippine and US Marine Corps remain committed in sustaining peace, security and
development within their respective terrifories.

This was revealed by PHIBLEX exercise director Brig. Gen. Maximo Ballesteros during the
closing phase of the seven-day maneuvers.

.ounﬁanes, ' he.asdd 'd;'

Oour temton es, aroun C -f-aﬂ th mughaut f;'ansnat

PHIBLEX stands for Philippine Amphibious Landing Exercise, an annual maneuver
participated by American and Filipino marine units.

it started |last Oct. 4 and ended on Tuesday. It was supposed to end Wednesday but
previous commitment by senior military made it imperative for planners fo cut the drills by

one day.

"Change must not coilide with consistency; rather, consistency and change should both be
balanced to achieve sustainable peace, security, and devslopment. banking on consistency to

effect change,” Ballesteros pointed out.

He also PHIBLEX is a commitment for both Philippine and the US Marine Corps to capabilifies to
sustain peace through the conduct of exercises.

Around 1,400 US troops and 500 Filipino soldiers took place in the varicus drilis in Luzon and
Palawan.

"With commitment, we try to balance forces of power and differences to keep abreast with the
demands of time. with persistence, we remain loyal to the call for peace and development through
whatever side of the prism we are looking through,” Baliesteros poirted out.

http:/fwww.pna.gov. phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=830695




AEP still conducting EEZ patrois
From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 12} AFP still conducting EEZ patrols

Philippine sovereignty patrols. which covers the country's 200-nautical miles exclusive
 economic zone (EEZ). are still ongoing.

This was confirmed by Armed Forees of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col |
Edgard Arevalo in briefing Wednesday.

He made this statement in wake of Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice Antonio

Carpio's advice not to limit patrolling to the country's ferritorial waters which only covers 12
nautical miles.

Arevalo said sovereignty patrols are stil conducted on the country's EEZ as the Philippines has

vast maritime interest in the area which inciudes the Malampaya oil separation platform which lies
off Palawan and supplies a huge part of Luzon's energy requirement.

e are conducting patrols off Malampaya, we have ships deployed there, and in fact, we

also have a Task Force Malampava thase primary obligation is {o secure ‘the safety and
operation of the Malampaya facility.” he said in Fili ino.

Arevalo said Malampaya patrols are being supervised by the Western Command in Palawan
and its naval component, Naval Forces West.

“In the process, they are going ic and from these bases and in the process. they are on the lookout
for any threats to the the continuous operation of (the} Malampaya oil gas separation platform,” he

added.

Protecting the couniry's EEZ is mandated by the Philippine Constitution, Arevalo said.

hﬁp:f/www.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idnﬂ &sid=&nid=1&rid=830747




Duterte to tackle military equipment in Japan
From Update.Ph (Oct 12): Duterte to tackle military equipment in Japan

President Rodrigo Duterte, during the courtesy call in Malacafiang of Japanese investors

based in the country October 11, mentioned his upcoming visit to Japan before theend of ... .. ..

" QOctober.

He said his upcoming trip to Japan aims to discuss matters that would further strengthen bilateral
rejations between the two nations.

He wouid be tackling matters on trade and commerce, the disputed islands in the West
Philippine Sea, military equipment, and transportation,

The visit is in acceptance of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's invitation. Duterte and Abe met
at the sidelines of ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings in Vientiane, Laos last month.

Before going to Japan, President Duterte will visit first Brunei and China. Me is also looking to visit
Russia after his visit to Japan.
President Duterte said in his speech after the mass oath-taking of 124 newly-appointed

government officials and 25 League of Municipalities of the Philippines, also yesterday, that his
government will focus on alliances that would contribute to health and education of Filipino youth.

nttpiwww update.ph/2016/10/duterte-to-tackie-military-equipment-in-japan/ 10264




PHIBLEX can change tactics to comply with ongoing war against
illegal drugs

From the Philippine News Agency {Oct 12) PHIBLEX can change tact:cs to comply with
ongoing war against illegal drugs

As the 33rd iteration of the Amphibious Philippine Landing Exercise {(PHIBLEX)formally
ended Tuesday. a ranking Filipino military official said they can change their tactics and
plans to comply with President Rodrigo Duterte's ongoing campaign against illegal drugs.

“Taking off from our amphibious nature
situation to fullfill
current administration’s war cn.:drugs
include narcotics operations while no undermmmq our mtemal senurxtv aperatmns,

territorial defense and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, "PHIBLEX Philippine

gxercise director Brig. Gen. Maximo Baliesteros said.

He aiso expressed confidence that PHIBLEX could become a platform for military
cperations that cater to peace and security issues like drugs. human trafficking, and cvber-

terrorism.

PHIBLEX started Oct. 4 and was originally scheduled to end on Wednesday but the annual
exercises between the Philippine Marine Corps (PMC) and US Marine Corps (USMC) concluded

on Tuesday due to previous commitment of senjor military leaders.

Arourd 1,400 US mifitary perscnnel and 500 Filipino troops have participated in the event.

hito:/fwww . pna.gov.ph/indaex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=830669




President Duterte's pronouncement not to cut ties with PHL

military allies very beneficial to nation, military
From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 12): President Duterte's pronouncement not to cut ties
with PHL military allies very beneficial tc nation, military

The Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) called President Rodriqo Duterte’s
announcement that he will not cut ties with the country’'s military aliies highly beneficial for
the nation.

"We took note (of) this particular pronouncement by the President and otir Commandersin:
Chief and we see that this will more beneficial for the counfry and our Armed Forces," AFP

nublic affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said in Filipino Wednesday.

Eariier, Duterie said that he will not cut ties with long-standing military allies of the country despite
questioning the need for such during these times of powerful weapons and equipment.

national leaders) as the AFP's role as a professional organization is for us to go where; and
fo- do what our orders say,” Arevalo peinted out.

+le alsc took this opportunity to stress that the President has mere information and data at his
access 1o make his policy statements.

in line with this, the miiitary official said that the AFP always remain supportive of the President and
the Commander-in-Chief.

hitp:/iwww.pna.gov.phfindex. php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=830738




US to honor Philippines commitments, expects same in return
From the Philippine Star (Oct 12): US to honor Philippines commitments, expects
same in return

US Marines Brig. Gen. John Jansen, third from left front row, of the 3rd Marine
xpedifionary Brigade and Maj. Gen. Andre Costales, third from right front row,
Commandant of the Philippine Marines Corps, pose with other military officers following
the opening ceremony for the 33rd joint US-Philippines amphibious landing exercises
dubbed PHIBLEX at the marines corps in suburban Taguig city. east of Manila, Philippines
Tuesday Oct. 4. 2016. President Rodrigo Duferte said he was giving notice to the United
States, his country’s Jong-standing ally, that joint exercises between Filipino and American
troops this week will be the last such drills. He told the Filipino cormmunity in Hanoi,
Vietnam's capital, last week that he wili maintain the mifitary alliance with the US because
of the countries’ 1957 defense treaty. But he said this week’s exercises will proceed only
because he did not want to embarrass his defense secretary. AP Photo/Bullit Marquez

The top US diplomat for East Asia says the US will honor its commitments to the
Philippines and it expects its Southeast Asian ally to the do the same.

Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Russe! said the US values the relationship and wants
to keep it on an "even keel.”

President Rodrigo Duterte has announced steps to scale back military cooperation with the
US as he looks fo improve relations with China. Duterte said Tuesday he will not abrogate

a defense treaty with the US hut questioned its importance

Russel said the US has no problem with the Philippines discussing its territorial and
maritime disputes with China if it is done on terms acceptable to the Philippines and

consistent with international law.

hito://www philstar.com/headlines/2016/10/12/1632867/us-honor-philippines-
commitments-expects-same-return




