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"'US turns over C130 cargo plane to PH AirForce —
From Rappler (Oct 24): US turns over C130 cargo plane to PH Air Force

The US formally turned over another C130 to the Philippine Air Force (PAF) on Monday, October 24.

“With this new addition to your C130 fleet, | know that the Philippine Air Force will be even more
prepared to respond when calied upon to deliver aid in case disaster strikes,"” said US ambassador to
the Philipines Philip Goldberg in his speech during the ceremony held at the Villamor Air Base in

Pasay City.

it is the 2nd of the two C130s bought by the previous Aguino administration after Super Typhoon Yolanda
(Haiyan) exposed the weakness in the military's cargo and transport capability.

The first was turned over in April 2016. The PAF now has a total of 5 C130 planes.

Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza highlighted the role of C130 cargo planes in relief efforts
to help the victims of last week's typhoon Lawin,

_ symbolizes the Philippines’ relations with the United States. It has served as a
steady anchor in our recognition of the intelocking Tinkage between peacekeeping and peace-building
towards lasting peace, secu rity and development, not only in the Asia-Pacific region; but

globally," said Philippine Air Force chief Lieutenant General Edgar Fallorina.

"This event significantly

The Philippines paid $35 million {about P1.6 billion) for the two C130s. The actual cost is $55 million, but US
Foreign Military Financing covered $20 million.

A C130 can lift about 100 troops or its equivalent weight, a critical asset in transporting immediate relief after
disasters even to remote airfields.

The entire AFP, the Philippine National Police, and government agencies, especially the Department of Social
Welfare and Development, rely on the Air Force in moving psople and logistics to different parts of the

archipelago.

The US State Department approved the request of the Philippines to purchase the cargo planes in August

2014.

"The sale of the two C-130s is part of the US government's ‘commitment to help the Philippines develop
its terfitorial defense and maritime security capabilities, as well as enhance its ability torespond to
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief smergen cies, which routinely occur in the Philippines,” the
US embassy had said.
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3 Japanese navy ships arrive in Manila
From Rappler {Oct 24): 3 Japanese navy ships arrive in Manila

The 3 vessels — JS Kashima (TV-3508), JS Setoyuki (TV-3518) and JS Asagiri {DD-151) — bring 180 navy officials

__On the eve of President Rodrigo Duterte's visit to Japan, 3 Japanese ships arrived in Manila on Monday, October
24, bringing navy officers for a series of meetings with their Philippine counterparts. T

“The Training Sguadron of the Japan Maritime Seff Defense Force (JMSDF) berthed here today for a five-tay

goodwill visit to the Philippines from Oct. 23 to 27," the Philippine Navy said.

The 3 vessels ~ JS Kashima {TV-3508), JS Setoyuki (TV-3518) and JS Asagiri (DD-151) ~ ferried 1980 navy

officials.

A customary welcome was conducted by Philippine Navy vessel BRP Rajah Humabon (FF11) at the vicinity of Corregidor
Isiand, where it escorted the Japanese vessels to their berthing area.

The Japanese navy officiats will have a series of engagements with their Filipino counterparts.
Filipino navy officials will be given a tour inside the Japanese vessels.

"The visit is another gesture of fostering goodwili which coniributes fo the furtherance of friendship between the PN and
JMSDF established through the years with cortinuing commitment to promoting naval dinlomacy and camaraderie.” the

navy said in a statement.

Japan and the Philippines steppac up security cooparation during the previous administration of Presiden: Benigno
Aquino 1l against the backdrop of China's aggressiveness in the South China Sea.
Japan donated ships to beef up the fieet of the Philipping Coas? Guard.

in 2015, Philippine and Japanese navies flew together over the West Phitinpine Ses for the first ime since the World War
2. The two countries also began talks on & possible visiting forces Ireaty that would allow Japanese troope in the

Philippines.

How the Duterte administration is going to proceed remains unclear as the President pivots {o Ching and away from the
US, a key ally of Japan.

Duterte has said that Japan might, "depending on developments.” join talks between the Philippines and China to resolve
overlapping claims in the South China Sea.

Duterie's state visit to China last week resulted in, among others, a Memorandum of Understanding (MQU) on the
establishment of "joint coast guard committee on maritime cooperation.”
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www, sunstar.com
Presence of 6 Abu Sayyaf members monitored in Cebu
From the Sun Star-Cebu (Oct 24): Presence of 6 Abu Sayyaf members monitored in Cebu

Photo courtesy of PRO-RID-Central Visayas

SIX members of Abu Sayyaf group reportedly arrived in Cebu last Friday, October 21, according to an
official of the Regional Intelligence Division (RID) of Police Regional Office-Central Visayas.

Superintendent Julian Entoma, RID-Central Visayas chief, said the bandits led by sub-commander
Alhabsi Misaya_came in the province to reportedly kidnap "prominent” persons, but they left the
province last Sunday, October 23.

The police official, however, said they are still monitoring if there are still members of the group in Cebu and
other parts of the region.

The group might also target commercial establishments like malls and public markets, he said.

Entoma told reporters they are coordinating with the Muslim communities, managements of malls, pension
houses, lodges, and beach resorts to tighten their security.
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PAF allocates PHP31.4-M for reconfiguration of '‘Sokol'

helicopter into SAR aircraft
From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 24): PAF aliocates PHP31.4-M for reconfiguration of 'Sokol’

PAF) has allocated the sum of PHP31, 451,000 for the acquisition of spare

The Philippine Air Force (
"gokol" combat utility helicopter, with tail number 922,

parts needed for the reconfiguration of W-3A
into a search-and-rescue aircraft.

Pre-bid conference is scheduled for October 25, 9 a.m. at the PAF Procurement Center Conference

Room, Villamor Air Base, Pasay City.

Submission and opening of bids is on November 8, 9 a.m. at the same venue.
The PAF acquired eight units of the "gokol" from Polish manufacturer PZL-Swidnik and British-ltalian
firm AugustaWestland for PHP2.8 hillion in 2012, '
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