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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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- pursuing Abu Sayyaf bandits Who
- Jalled 15 soldiets and wounded
: 'mbthér's_ﬁx_'a'_fucﬁght_inilaﬁkm;
- gylu on Monday last week amid
aweek of hull in fighting.. -~
- - Maj.:Filemon Tan, spokes-
- man-of the military’s Western
Mindanao Command, said the

. smaller groups, they have de-
~ployed small groups-to. deter-

. BYVICTOR REVES

CTHE Arined Forces yesterday
" gaid government troops 8¢ sll

AFP

mine the location of our forces
and then evade it,” he said.

Tan said the splintering has
made it more diffcult for troops
1o reengage the group but the
soldiers have not jost track of
the bandits.

.- vWe ate going after several

sib:groups and ‘different bat
talions are committed,” he said,”
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‘Barangay Maligay on August 29

15 soldiers dead arid 10 others - hem);” said o
. (ol Bdgard Arﬁald,--_e‘:hiequ evadmgtmops o
“ihe’ AFP’s public affairs office, - 7 AL inté

Tne Natipng! duwspepet

120-man bandit group encouft-

tered By troops fromithe 35t .o splintered 1mto £
, " groups, will cost us time (o en-

" gage them again) but eventually,
e will find them. Chirobjective

and 21st Infantry Battalions in”

~hassplinters dintosmalligroups.

_The three clashes that:dayleft

wrounded.

‘said the uitin clashies does not

mean the group under Radullan

L L e i

wiwe are also shelling their
_(Abu SayyaD positions every-
group under Raduilan-Sahiron
has forced pursuing troops 10
also split forces. _

He said operations contifu€,
“It's just that there are no en-
gagements (for the past week).”

The Abu Sayyaf, whose main
activity is kidnappingforran-
GO, OPETates: maisly.in:Suln

and Basilan. - w0

" Tan'said the splintering of the™

b
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Sayyaf evading troops

Sahiron has escaped.- -
. If they splintered into staller

gage them);” said Krevalol !

pow is 16 locate them- (and-en-
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The 1nilitary has intensified
operations against the group

. as President Duterte wants it

- destroyed during his termi. -
- Ifvestigators. are consider:
ing the possibility that the Abu’
Sayyaf is behind the bomb at-
tack in Davao City last Friday,
in retaliation to the military
operations Or 10 divert the at-
tention of authorities. Police are
also tooking into the possibility
at the group was paid by drug
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-dcmg 1ts best to thwart any attempt to o '_ :
upt the’ peace in the region. '
The police is coordinating with b
‘rangay officials and other: ‘concerned
;'gmrerﬁment agencms in momtormg
- _o:'susp;-

- 5"contacts in Mindanao;
- Manunggmng also ‘told reporters:
that the attack in Davao Friday night
- was not-a mark of 8 true Muslim but a.
- cowardly: act of certam groups that Want_:

~tosowterror . .
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night market last Friday night has
revealed the reality in the Philip-

" Onegroup prayed forsolidarity forth:
* Davao in particular, giving their all ox
_ Davaoenos in these crucial times: But wrother gioup
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Shooting Straight

By BOEIT S. AVILA

Terror attacks exposes
~ the Filipino crabs! .

The bombzng of Davao City's

pines that we know today... that
thanks to our ugly political system,
we only produced Filipinos with a
serious crab mentality. Remember
the old story about Filipino crabs?
To refresh your memories, let me
retell this story once again. In a beach ol the Golden
Gate Bridge in San Francisco... there wwas a man who
was getting crabs into his basket. Then a passerby

notice that the lid in his basket was not c.ased and told
 the man catching crabs that his catch mi;

i escape He
{ be fzaving
Jhen.one
L to ihe

then to}d the passerby, “No those crabs i:
my basket, you see I'm catchiig Filipino crebs. v
gefs near the top... coeryone pulls him dewmn b
hottoin of the basket!” :

When news of the bombing in Deroo
splashed in the social media networks.. ..
types of reaction coming from two typ-s

a1 Filipinos.
Horcandfer- -
support for

it pala?”

declared... “Kala namin, safe ang Davac "

- If you checked the names of these po e, they are

mostly supporters of the previous regis . vwhohave
tasted a good life for six years under | i
of Pres. Aquino.. but are still bitter tha: !
“Digong” Duterte and not Mar Roxas - o the 2016
Presidential elections.

Naturaily, people, especially supp-
Duterte bombarded those groups say”
France was hit by terrorist attacks. .. the; od their
support for France even changing the .~ i their
Facebook page to the tri-colors of the Frenriilaz. Bt

miers of Pres,
- vat when
" kF s

*of Pres. Duterte or the former Presiden:. L
G when Pres. Duterte declared that 7w arena State .

of Lawlessness... these yellow bloodie? snt-Duterte .

 people comes out of the woodwork to 3

-goldiers in the Armed Forces of the Phii

e g _ L
when Davao is bombed... they cannot #nid it i their
hearts to rally behind the people of Trevaa and our

nation during this terrorist threats. Whiz. ¢ &7 ame! By
now, we should act as a Filipino nation. 7o kol

le in this

the specter of Martial Law as the next «
political game. Come now, wasn't this *"weat of the re-
turn to Martial Law tagged against then o207 Duterte
during the Presidential campaign? Cioy the elec-
tion campaign fever has not Jeft the su: pomiers of the
yellow regime! Why can't you people 7
oyt we arein astate of war against &
or pushers of illegal drugs s a reality that vou already

know by now. But the more serious war is whatour
npines (AFP)

]

are fighting today in the hinterlands <
Syly Province against the Abu Sayyaf w
mockery out of laws and our security fo
rwo decades now. Since their creatiorn 10¢1, they
have only pillaged towns, committed 1o rdler, kidnap-

ing with ransom and rape and in A7 1995, they
attacked and burned the town of Ipil nanga
Sibugay. Their objective i5 not ideolog! 2l but plain
and simple banditry to gain millions in Tangom money

es for nearly

from their captives and they bask ont the Sublicity that

the redia gives their group.

The Abu Sayyaf hasbeen tagged as ¢ rrorist group
by the United Nations (UN), includi~« the United
States, Indonesia, Malaysia, Australiz. the United
Kingdom, the United Arab Emirates - g Canada.
Their most famous captives were Mar:o engd Gracia
Burnham, & missionary couple whom o anductedin
a daring raid in May 2001 Dos Palmas "os0t i
Burnham was killed during an attempi f::
Jow captives by the Armed Forces of tr: Philippines.

-+ us about™”

Basilan and
chevemadea.
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- the only way to solve the problem-of

_ for the nation,” he said.

Onﬁf last ﬁme 2016, 1 saw the v:deo that f they
uploaded via Facebook when they belealed their
Canadian captive Robert Hall and Johr: = “dedel wihich
Marites Flor, the girlfriend of Robert Hall tearfully
recounted to then President elect Rodris: Duterte. I'm
sure that it was then that Pres. Duterts mesclved that
Abu Sayyaf
vference of

is to eradicate them. Catholic Bishops <
the Philippines (CBCP) Soc Villegas.'» “Prayerful
Communion with the victims said, “V ¢~y for peace
for the dead victims. We pray for healing 5.+ ke wounded.
We pray for strength for the bereauved famiis <. ¥z pray for
the restoration of brotherhood and harinor: - & Davac ard

The CBCP head also called for peace roihor o ven-
neaoe! Christ

geance. Let nof vengearnce be our response 5
our peace, restore our pegce.”

Frankly speaking, I don't know wh.t
legas meant when he said, “Lef not v

Bishop Vil-
ace be our

response but peace!” Time and time again, the Abu

- Bayyaf told the government that it does "t want peace
‘and continued with their terrorist ways and I dare say -

that it is the sacred duty of our governm seradicate

this terror group and keep the nation s 2 from them.
* * *

Email: usbobita@mozcom.com or vshora@gmal conr,
) . " .
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ONLINE NEWS
06 SEPTEMBER 2016

www.pna.gov.ph
10th ID gets 86 brand-new trucks, ambulances

MANILA, Sept. 5 (PNA) - The Compostela Valley-based 10th Infantry Division has formally received and
commissioned into service 82 brand-new KM-450 1 ¥ ton troop carrier trucks ton troop carrier trucks and four

KM-451 ambulances Monday.

This was confirmed by 10th Infantry Division public affairs office chief Capt. Rhyan Batchar in a message fo the
PNA.

Send—off ceremomes tock p!ace et Camp Manuef T Yan Barangay Tuboran Mawab Composteia Vaifey

He added ’chat each baﬁahon of the mth nfantry D|vzsson wm be g!ven four KM 450 trucks each while its
jbngades wﬂf get three KM-450 and one KM-451 ambulance. ] RS :

The vehicles started arriving by August, with the 10th Infantry Division's vehicle complement being completed
by September 2.

Batchar said the new trucks will greatly boost their mobility and disaster response capabilities. (PNA)
BNB/PFN

_www.pna.gov.ph - -
Army repositions troops in Region 12, nearby areas
By Allen Sam V. Estabilio
GENERAL SANTOS CITY, Sept. 5 (PNA) —~ More Army troopers will be deployed in the coming days in key
cities in Region 12 and the neighboring areas in line with the deciaratlon of the state of lawless violence by
President Rodrigo R. Duterte.
“Brig. Gen. Ronald Villanueva, comimanding officer of the Army’s 1002nd Brigade, said Monday they are
currently repositioning their units and personnetl to facilitate their immediate deployment to the urban areas.

He said the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) national headquarters ordered over the weekend ihe
'redeployment of trcops based in the hmteriand areas to key cmes and mumc;pahtles bl

Such order was based on fhe Presudent s declarahon of the state of fawless vxofence, whidh n'i.éi.nt-y “calls out "
for the AFP to complement and supplement the Philippine National Police on law enforcement matters.” he

said.

President Duterte issued the declaration following the deadly bomb attack at a night market in Davao City late
Friday night that left 15 people dead and more than 60 others injured.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.

7,




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is 2 source of national pride.

The Army’s 1002nd Brigade, which is based in Mafungon town in Sarangani, has operational jurisdiction over
portions of the provinces of South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani and North Cotabato in Region 12, and

Davao del Sur and Davao Occidental in Region 11.
It also covers the cities of General Santos, Koronadal, Kidapawan and Digos.
Villanueva said their deployment and “security hardening” activities will be mainly focused on the four cities.

“We are mainly assigning additional troops to these areas fo assist local police units and personnel in
conducting law enforcement operations,” he said.

Aside from the redeployment of froops, the Army official said they have also strengthened their intelligence
operations in the area.

He said they specifically gathering information on the pcss;ble movements of terror groups and other armed
elements. . e e e _ _

. "We are iook;ng at persons of mterest and orgamzattons their activities and Iocattons " he said. -

Vilianueva appeated to !ocai res&dents to be r_nore vngﬂani and tmmediate!y report to authorstles "suspsc;ous new ..

faces and abnormal movements of peopie

He adm;ﬂed that the tarrorthreats being faced by the area after the bomb attack in Davao City are quite
"serjous.”

“We're bracing for the worst and taking all necessary measures to avert or counter them,” he added.(PNA)
FPV/AVE

WWW.bna.gov.ph

PA appeals for public vigilance after Davao explosaon

H.OILO CITY, Sept. 5 (PNA) - The public is encouraged o be more vigilant while their support is enjoined in
helping government security forces prevent the occurrence of incidents similar to the Davao bombing last
week.
- The 3rd Infantry Division (3ID) of the Philippine Army in a press statement Monday made the call as its
commander General Harold N. Cabreros also stressed that tightened security within its areas of jurisdiction will
be observed following the declaration of the state of !awlessness in the country over the weekend

“We will max;m:ze securty w&thm the area through mcreased secunty patrois in the known entry and exzt pomts S

“of the islands, vital installations, public places and occasional conduct of checkpoints with the joint effort with-
PNP counterparts to ensure safety of the people,” he said.

He stressed that their troops are prepared to undertake any task that will be downloaded from higher
headquarters.

He further encouraged the public to cooperate and be patient in the exercise of security measures, particularly
during checkpoints.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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He also emphasized that security is not the sole responsibility of the military and police force but a concern of
sveryone.

Cabreros added that they will still act within the bounds of the law.

The division that covers Western and Central Visayas has been on heightened alert following the Davao

incident last week. (PNA)
FPV/PGLENA/CBF

www.pna.gov.ph
Despite Davao City blast, AFP remains committed to eliminate ASG

bandits

By Priam F. Nepomiuceno
MANILA, Sept. 5 (PNA) --- Despzte the bloody bombing aﬁack in Davao City which claimed the hves of 14 -

‘innocent civilians and wounded 71 others last Sept. 2, the Armed Forces of the F’hmppmes (AFP) remains
comm;tted to eliminating the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) threat in Sulu, : S :

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo on Monday stressed this as he downplayed reports claiming
that the terroristic attack diverted the mifitary in its mission to eliminate the bandit group.

"No the AFP is still focused, the operation is still ongoing, we will not be distracted by the eXpIosion. We have
sufficient units to manage that particular issue," he added.

In the same vein, Arevalo said the bombing also demonstrated the strong coordination between the
government, the populace and local community as the latter became more aware of the need to maintain

vigilance in'their respective areas to prevent similar attacks from taking place in the future.
Earlier, the ASG claimed responsibility for the attack and said it was in retaliation for the ongoing military

offensive in Sulu. (PNA)
RMA/PFN

www.pna.gov.ph
Focused military operat&ons contlnue as Abﬁ Sayyaf splmters mto

'smaller groups

By Priam E. Nepomuceno ey
MANILA, Sept. 5 (PNA) -- Focused military operations are stilt ongoing in Patikul, Sulu as part of efforts to

crush the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), Western Mindanao Command (WMC) spokesperson Maj. Filemon Tan
told PNA Monday.

The lack of encounters with the terrorist group does not mean that the ASG and its sub-groups have eluded
the military, Tan said.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

7




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nationat pride.

“Actually, we are pursuing many ASG sub-groups and each battalion is committed to tracking down a specific
bandit group,” he said in Filipino.

ASG sub-groups are known to be commanded by Radultan Sahiron and Alhabsy Misaya.

Tan noted that their task is getting difficult as the ASG is now splintering into smaller groups, making the
bandits more mobile and difficult to detect.

"Despite this, we are still able to track them and we are using different maneuvers to detect and engage them,"
he said.

Shelling of suspected ASG positions have been ongoing for the past few days.

Some 15 troopers were killed and 12 others were wounded after military units clashed with ASG bandits,
headed by Radullan Sahiron in Sitio Kan Jalul, Barangay Maligay, Patikul, Sulu last August 29.

A totai of 30 terronsts have reportecily been Kkilled and 11 have been wounded in the series of ciashes w:th
_Pressdent Rodngo Duterte ordered the mmtary to destroy the rebe! group aﬁer they beheaded 1 8-year—otd

" Patrick Jhames Almodavar last Aug 25 for his family's failure to pay their PHP1 million ransom demand. (PNA)
CVL/PFN

www.inguirer.net

BIFF sees Abu ‘dwerssonary attack’ in Davao bombing
‘By:Charlie C, Sefiase

@inguirerdotnet -
Inguirer ﬂgindanao
12:36 PM September Bth, 2016

BIFF spokesperson Abu Misri Mama is shown in this undated photo carrving an assault rifle.

INQUIRER FILE
COTABATO CITY, Philippines — The bombing of the Davao City night market on Friday could have been

meant to divert the Duterte government's ongoing military operations in Sulu against the Abu Sayyaf, an official
of an Islamic rebel group said on Monday.
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“The terror group (Abu Sayyaf) has its back against the wall and had to divert attention from Sulu to Davao,”
said Abu Misri Mama, spokesperson of the Bangsamoro islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), a breakaway faction
of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF).

Mama said the deployment of additional soldiers and military hardware to Sulu to finish off the Abu Sayyaf
could be the reason for the bomb attack.

Abu Sayyaf members have been tagged in the series of kidnap-for-ransom and extortion activities in Mindanao
victimizing local and foreign victims.

Denying any BIFF involvement in the bombing that killed 14 people and wounded 87 others, Mama said they
had nothing against the government's war on illegal drugs and terrorism.

Mama said the BIFF was sympathizing with the families of the blast victims, some of whom were from
Maguindanao and other parts of Central Mindanao.

“We sympathize with you, hoping that the perpetrators are identified and punished,” he said.frga

www.rappler.com -

Tuguegarao native heads Davao public safety center

A retired Army general is Mayor Sara Duterte's choice to head Davao City's public safety command center
Bea Cupin

@beacupin
Published 5:098 PM, September 05, 2016

NEW COMMAND CENTER BOSS. Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio talks with retired army generai
Benitc de Leon (right), the new chief of the Public Safely and Security Command Center chief, on Monday,
Sept b, 2016. Photo by JFP Dalumpines/Rappler

DAVAQ CITY, Philippines — A retired Army general who for years deait with the Moro conflict in Mindanao now
heads a civilian office tasked to ensure the safety of this city, days after a tragic blast that claimed the lives of

at least 14.
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Benito de Leon, who retired from the Phitippine Army this year, is the new chief of Davao City's Public Safety
and Security Command Center (PSSCC), Mayor Sara Duterte announced during the flag-raising ceremony at

the city hall on Monday, September 5.

"Gikan siya sa AFP (He’s from the AFP, Armed Forces of the Philippines), so let us welcome him fo the civilian
side, Let us give him a warm welcome in the local government unit of Davao,” Duterte, daughter of President
Rodrigo Duterte, said.

The PSSCC, created in 2012, is a division under the Office of the City Mayor. The command center was made
o “provide protection, secunty, safety and risk management to the people of Davao City,” according fo the

city's official website,

It has a wide-ranging array of responsibilities: crime, terrorism, security, traffic, health and social services,
emergency services, and disaster risk reduction.

Be Leon takes commanci amsd efforts to :denﬁfy and capture those behlnd the bombing.

At !east 14 died and 70 were m;ured because of the biast Preszdent Duterte subsequentfy placed the entire
: 3country undera ‘state of lawiessness " '_ ' T . _ _

--De Lean wha was handplcked by Mayor Duterte herseif rep[aced Emmanuef Jafdon

“ will assess the concerns that need priorities and urgent actions [and] | will take off from there.” said De Leon.

Military experience

A graduate of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) Class of 1981, De Leon spent time in the Davao region
as former chief of staff of the Army's 10th infantry division.

He once headed the 58th infantry Battalion based in Lanao del Sur. n 2000, De Leon was given the honorary.
title of “Sultan a Romapunut" (feader of peace) He also once headed Task Force GenSan WhiCh is based in

General Santos City. -

Before refiring in March 2016, De Leon was the AFP's Inspector General. In 2015, he led a fact-finding
commitiee that cleared Army soldiers from liability in a January 2015 clash that claimed the lives of more than
60 people, including 44 elite cops in Mamasapano, Maguindanao.

His PMA mistahs (classmates) include former and current high-ranking officials in gevernment — among them,
~former PNP-chief-Alan Purisima, interim PNP-chief Leohardo Espina, former AFP chief Gregorio Catapang Jr,
former AFP chief turned Cabinet Undersecretary Emmanuel Bautista, and former Defense undersecretary

Natalio Ecarma,

But De Leon’s military career is not without its share of controversies: In 2012; he faced a plunder complaint for o

_-afiegediy mrsusmg m;tstary funds A year Eater the Ombudsman cieared De Leon of this compiamt -
-Rappler.com-
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www.news abs-chn.com
Westmincom: No ISIS-linked group behind Davao blast
RJ Rosalado, ABS»CSN News

Posted at Sep 05 2016 08:00 Piv

%

areai of @ market wheré an explosion happened in Davao City on S

‘Bodies lie ont ,
Friday.Léan Daval Jr Reutérs™ L :
ZAMBOANGA - The Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) denied the aliegations of an Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) spokesman that a bigger terrorist organization allied with the 1SIS was behind the deadly
explosion in Davao City which left 14 persons dead and more than 60 others wounded.

Westmincom spokesperson Major Filemon Tan said there has been no validated information that the
-nternational terror group181S has recognized the ASG or other local terror groups in the country as their allies.

He added that the ASG used the opportunity to link their group to ISIS following the Davao blast to project
themselves as a united and strong terror group in the country.

Tan, likewise, denied the statement made by ASG spokesperson Abu Rami that several local Islamic militant
groups have united to form the core of a regional Islamic caliphate allegedly finked to I1SIS.

Abu Rami, in a statement released over the weekend, said the islamic State-linked group,.of which ASG is a

‘member, was behind the Davao explosion.

He added that aside from the ASG, there are several other local groups who have been actively supporting the
n_e_yylyfg_rmed_}_slgmig m_ilitan_t_g_roup.. _ e e e e e e
As _i_' tpid'ybu, that is not an Abu Sayyaf Group, Islaric group, Junuduf Kirafa group, the IS group. lstamic = ..
State group, 'yun ang responsible sa bombing. Pero hindi na tayo magsasabi na Abu Sayyaf 'yun, o ano 'yun,
Amarakattul Ansar, Silafah, kasi marami na ang napapaloob sa Junundul Sitafah, 'vung Soldier of Allah," Abu
Rami said.

(As | told you, that is not an Abu Sayyaf Group, Islamic group, Junudul Kirafa group, the IS group. Islamic
State group, they are responsible for the bombing. But | will not say that it is Abu Sayyaf, or Amarakattu! Ansar,
Silafah, because there are many groups that are part of Junundul Silafah. or Soldier of Aliah.)
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According to Tan, there has been progress in the police investigation on the Davao blast, and the public must
wait for the final result of the investigation to establish the group or persons behind the attack.

www.rappler.com

Who's behind the Davao bombing?
In 2018, the Abu Sayyaf's senior ideoclogical leader pledged allegiance to 1SS, and videos and statements

about PH are spread by ISIS central propaganda groups
Mana A. Ressa

@mariaressa
Published 422 PM, September 05, 2016

Although the government declared a state of lawlessness, authorities have released little coricrete information
about the explosion that killed at least 14 people in Davao City's night market Friday, September 2, 2016.

On Saturday morning, September 3, radio station DZMM said the Abu Sayyaf claimed responsibility for the
biast in an interview with a self-proclaimed spokesman for Al Harakatul Al Islamiyah, the formal name used by
the Abu Sayyaf.

By the afternoon, however, allegedly that same man, Muammar Askali, alias Abu Ramie, told the Inguirerthat it
was carried out by an ally he called Daulat Ul Islamiya.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“They are doing this to sympathise (with) our group, and we are sending a message to President Rodrigo
Duterte that all the Daulat throughout the country is not afraid of him,” said Askali.

So who could be behind the explosion? To answer this question, let's fook at the facts we know and provide
some context.

isfamic Community

First, the name Daulat Ul Islamiyah is a slight variation of Jemaah Islamiyah, which literally means “Islamic
Community.” From the late 20s to 2005, Jemaah Islamiyah acted fike al-Qaeda’s arm in Southeast Asia,
gaining global notoriety with the Bali borbings in 2002, which killed more than 200 people.

The Abu Sayyaf was part of Jemaah Islamiyah and carried out a spate of bombings in the Phifippines,
including Southeast Asia’'s worst maritime terrorist attack in 2004, It was blacklisted as a terrorist organization
by numerous countries, including the Australia, Canada, Indones&a Malaysia, the Ph;hppmes and the US for

bombmgs kidnappmgs and beheadmgs R

_ Dunng its heyday, authorities said the Abu Sawaf had up to 1,200 members wh;ch after more than adecade’s
“presence of US troops, went down to as low as 240. Filipino officials say they estimate about 400 members

today. .

Pressdent Rodrigo Duterte ordered this crackdown after the beheading of a F:!lpmo oo poor to pay ransom.
That follows 2 high-profile beheadings of Canadians held for ransom.

According to Rappler's sources, there are about 8,000 troops chasing the Abu Sayyaf today in Jolo, Sulu ~ or
about 20 soldiers for every Abu Sayyaf member, but the ground war is never this easy in this complicated

terrain,

Abu Sayyafand ISIS

It's important to recognize that the most senior ideological leader of the Abu Sayyaf, Isnilon Hapilon, has
pledged allegiance to the leader of the [slamic State or ISIS. Atleast 4 other groups in the Philippines have
done the same and named Hapilon as their emir, one of the final steps for ISIS to declare a wilayat or province,

Initial intelligence reports confirmed Sunday by the police said the explosion was caused by an IED, an
improvised explosive device made from a mortar round.

. The Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf tend to use ammonium nitrate for its explosives. A mortar round IED is closerto
~the signature bombs of two Abu Sayyaf allies who have pledged allegiance to 1SIS: Ansar al-Khalifa, also
. known as AKP or Ansar Khalifa Philippines, based in southem Mindanao; and the Maute group in‘central

Mindanao, also known as Daulah Islamiyah.

Both these groups evolved significantly since the time they worked with Jemaah islamiyah.

AKP and indonesia

AKP is headed by Mohammad Jafar Maguid, more commonly known as Commander Tokboy, allegedly a
former commander of the Moro [slamic Liberation Front (MILF) 105th Base Command.
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Tokboy was trained by key JI leaders, including Malaysian Zulkifli bin Hir, better known as Marwan, the high
profile target of the Mamasapano tragedy that derailed the peace talks.

AKP under Tokboy has a direct link to Indonesian groups, especially MIT, Mujihidin Indonesia Timur, led by an
Indonesian who frained in the Philippines, Santoso.

Indonesian intelligence sources said they were investigating the flow of explosive materials from the
Philippines to Indonesia after the January 14, 2016 Jakarta bombings.

In July, 2016, Indonesian forces killed Santoso, dubbed the “symbolic heart” of the Indonesian jihadi
movement. Some warned that his comrades may join the Abu Sayyaf.

AKP pledged allegiance to ISIS in a YouTube video in 2015, and is largely believed by experts to be one of the
groups behind another video threatemng the November 2015 APEC Summit in Man;ia and later globaily

distributed by 1515, propaganda sites.

'ES§S'cialms Ma‘ute jai! bre‘ak o

' The Maute group, wh;ch aiso calls rtself Daulah sfamlyah has carried out bombmgs and kidnappmgs it |
carries the black flag and insignia of ISiS, and has been very active this year.

From February 20 to March 1, 2018, the group, which pledged allegiance to ISIS, attacked a military camp and .
established 3 major strongholds, essentsaiiy displacing nearly 30,000 people until troops regained control of the
town of Butig in Lanao del Sur. During that time, the group beheaded a soldier. It took 10 days for the mititary

to regain control.

On April 21, 2016, a Facebook account posted two photos showing the Maute group beheading two of six
sawmill workers kidnapped from Butig. They released four of the hostages six days after their kidnapping, but

chose 1o behead the two because they were allegedly military informants.

The two beheaded were forced to wear orange jumpsuits, much like 1SIS public executions. The post says,
“Two spies beheaded by the Lions of IS ranao.”

g Sp Tnaske st iadai
Ny taga Lion ng {5 minay

' sila ay ramaticagan ne mas 16 12 nagmanasid 53 Kalupaar sy ¢

il
Qo napatieayan NS Sy Ag ARD
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Finally, just fast week on August 29, an ISIS propaganda arm, the Amaq news agency, claimed that I1SIS was
behind a prison raid at the Lanao del Sur jait in Marawi.

“Fighters from Islamic State stormed a prison in Marawi City in Philippines on Saturday, south of the country,
and were able to free thirty prisoners and seizing weapons,” wrote Amag news agency.

“Thirty fighters carried out the attack and were able to release 30 detainees, including fighters from the Isfamic
State and their wives. The fighters of the attack and all the detainees, who were freed, arrived to safe places

without injuries,” it stated.

Those arrested were caught with homemade mortars, which they told interrogators, were to be used in
bombing missions in lligan and Cagayan de Cro.

Inits report, the BBC said no shots were fired during the prison break, and that a military source said‘the men
had been allowed to escape.” . o ' ' o -

A hj’ififaéy'feﬁéﬁ bbiéfﬁed by'Ré;Spie_% “s{a{éé,'”‘:‘r:écru'its'df'fﬁé 'M'a"ute 'gréu'pz{nke'fe !érge!y drawn 'frc'r_'m' the MILF |
ranks, particularly disgruntled factions prompted by the failures in the Bangsamoro Basic Law or close
associates and blood relatives” : o '

Evolving landscape
These are only some of the possible groups behind the Davao bombing.
What happened to the terrorist networks in the Philippines is exactly what happened fo al-Qaeda globally:

authorities gouged out their top and middle rank leadership, but the ideology and cells continued to burrow and
avolve. : : o : e

Jemaéh. islémiyah was an umbrella group that hijacked homegrown networks. Although the MILF turned away
from global terrorism in 2005, other groups like the Abu Sayyaf, the Rajah Solaiman Movement, continued fo
push a terrorist agenda.

There are still other groups like the al-Khobar, ancther MILF extremist spiinter group that turned to criminal
activities like bus bombings in 2011. _

What has happened to them today?

A clear evolution is the clarion calf of the Islamic State, which has its own Southeast Asian battalion in Syria
Part of the problem is that the strategy of the Aquino administration largely centered on denial. This is despite
the June, 2016 call of a Malaysian jihadist in Syria, Mohd Rafi Udin, for ISIS followers to go to the Philippines,
making it “the nucleus” in Southeast Asia.

This month, President Rodrigo Duterte became the first Filipino official to publicly acknowledge the threat of
[SIS.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

40




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of natjona! pride.

Finding those behind the Davac bombing will give us a further idea of how terrorist networks have evolved,
Rappler.com

www.dwdd.com.ph

AFP downgrades alert status in Metro Manila from red to blue

warycs! Mecio Batars Septsmber 5, 2016 ¢ Commsnt #KATROPA AFP, Blussles
MANILA — The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced that alert status for Metro Manila has been
downgraded to “blue” Sunday evening.

This was disclosed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo but he did not give the exact reasons
for the downgrade.

"t was (nof) told of the reason (of the downgrade). | surmise this follows from the directive that area -
commanders may downgrade or upgrade the alert status depending on their assessment on the prevailing
‘situation on'the ground,” he added. - R _

The AFF’s Joint Task Force-National Capital Region, the Davao City-based Eastern Mindanao Command and

Zamboanga City-headquartered Western Mindanac Command were the only military units placed in “red alert”
in the weekend in wake of President Rodrigo Duterte’s declaration of a “state of lawlessness” after the Sept. 2

bombing of Davao City which killed 14 people and wounded 71 others.

‘Red alert” requires 100 percent availability of all troops and equipment while “blue alert” only calils for 50
percent.
The Abu Sayyaf Group, a terrorist organization, has claimed responsibility for the attack., Military units in Sulu

www. inguirer.net

PNP, AFP, Muslim leaders vow to prevent terror in Central Visayas
By: Ador Vincent Mayol o TR M P REMLASAIVE I Riid)l Viedyds
Dinguirerdofnef

guirer Visayas

03:28 PM September 5th, 2016 o L _

‘Chief Supt. Noli Talifio, director of the Central Visayas Regional Police Office (PRO-7}. {CDNFILE
PHOTO/ JUNJIE MENDOZA) N - ' '

CEBU CITY — In attaining peace, collaboration is key.

With this in mind, Chief Supt. Noli Talifio, director of the Police Regional Office in Central Visayas (PRO-7),
and Major General Raul del Rosario, commander of the Armed Forces’ Central Command, met with Muslim

leaders in Cebu, on Tuesday, hoping to strengthen ties.
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Some 30 local Muslim leaders went to the San Nicolas Proper Barangay Hall in Cebu City and vowed to
support the government in maintaining peace and order in the-.community.

“Lahat tayo ay Pilipino. lisang lahi ang pinangalingan natin. Walang Muslim o Kristiyano. Lahat tayo ang
magkapareho. Magkapareha ang kulay ng ating dugo. Kaya, dapat tulong-tulong tayo sa ating inaasam na
kapayapaan,” said Talifio while addressing the crowd gathered outside the barangay hall. (All of us are
Filipinos. We belong to the same race. There’s is neither Muslim nor Christian. We are equal. The same blood

runs through our veins. And so, we shouid help each other aftain the peace we all want).

Talifio, 2 former chief of the Special Action Force, said President Rodrigo Duterte has taken significant steps to
eliminate illegal drugs, crimes, and corruption but that momentum has been threatened by a terrorist group.

“Masakit yong nangyari sa Davao City. Kung mawawala sana ang ganitong mga bagay, napakaganda sana ng
ating kominidad. (The bomb attack in Davao was painful. If events like this vanish, we would have a better

communtty} he said

} Tahno said the support shown by the Mus!im commumty in Cebu made h;m very happy

| _'“This rea!fy isa b:g heip, he saxd

Maio Manunggmng, dlrector of the Na’uonat Comm:ssnon on Musfrm F;Iipmos in Centra! Vssayas sald the '
Muslin community in the region has been very supportive of law enforcers and the local government units for

several years.

“What we do now is only to enhance what has already been achieved,” he told reporters.

“We understand each other. You accept us as your neighbors and we also compensate the respect you give
us,” he added.

: '.Manunggmng promfsed to monitor Muslims in the region so as to avert any terror attacks.

“We should pollce our ranks We do it not just verba[iy but also in practice Let us he!p our authorities and our
President (Rodrige Duterte),” he said.

Manunggiring condemned the bomb attack in a night market in Davao City last Friday that killed at least 15
people and wounded about 80 individuals.

“That is Gnislamic. That has nio place in islam of in“any other religion,” he'said. -
Major General Del Rosario said the Central Command has augmented the pollce force in the region {o ensure
the safety of the pubilc : e : N

3"':“We have jomﬂy ;ntensmed secunty in the seapods arrports and cther pounis of entry The threats are always |
there. Even President Duterte’s own city, which was well secured, fell prey to bombing,” he said.

“Terrorists can strike anywhere. We have to be alert,” he added.

Both the PRO-7 and the Central Command have been placed under full alert status following the expiosion in
Davao City last Friday.

Talifio has ordered numerous checkpoints and sent additional troops on the field to ensure the safety of the

public.
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last Saturday, President Duterte declared “a state of lawlessness” or “a state of lawless violence” to counter
terrorism and strengthen the campaign against iflegal drug trade.

Hours after the attack, Interior Secretary Mike Sueno said the Abu Sayyaf group claimed responsibility for the
explosion in Davao City.

However, the terrorist group denied owning the attack. Muammar Askali alias Abu Ramie, the self-styled
spokesperson of the Al Harakatul Al Islamiya, the Abu Sayyaf's official name, pointed to an ally as that behind

the deadly explosion.

ina phohe call to the Philippine Daily Inquirer last Saturday, Askali said the group behind the blast was Daulat
Ui islamiva. SFM

. www.rappler.com

~China to PH: Do not 'hype up’ mant:me daspute | |
_.Begmg a!so says the srtuaﬂon an the South China Sea *has not changed m response to Manila's siatement

that it spoﬁed severai vesseis near the Scarborough Shoa Aqence F rance«Presse

@afp-
Published 8: 20 PM September 05, 2016

CONTESTED'\ :S. A Chinese vessel is'shown near the Scarborough Shoal in this surveillance photo by
the Philippine Depaﬁment of National Defense. Photo posted by Agriculture Secretary Manny Pifiof on
Facebook
BEIJING; China - China on Monday, September 5, denied it had begun building an artificial island at a SOuth '

-China Sea (West Phsllppme Sea) ﬁashpomt and c:autroned the Ph;ilppmes not ‘Eo "hype up" the;rmaﬂhme
dispute.~

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said Friday, September 2, he had received an "unsetiling” intelligence
report showing China had sent barges to the contested Scarborough Shoal and had appeared to begin
construction in the area for the first time.

Duterte has said he intends to ask Beijing — possibly at a regional summit in Laos this week — if they are
reciaiming the shoal despite an international court ruling rejecting most of China's claims in the resource-rich

area.
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On Sunday, September 4, Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said a Philippine Air Force plane
saw 4 Chinese Coast Guard ships, two barge-like vessels, and two suspected troop ships near the shoal on
Saturday, September 3.

"The Chinese side has maintained the patrol by Coast Guard vessels in relevant waters and there have also

been some fishing boats for fishing operations in the relevant waters and the situation have always been like
that, and has not changed,” said Hua Chunying, a Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman.

Hua, at a regular briefing Monday, cautioned the Philippines not to "hype up” the situation.

The shoal, which is just 230 kilometers (650 miles) from the main Philippine istand of Luzon, has long been
a bone of contention.

China took control of it in 2012 aﬁer a standoff w;th the Phlltppme Navy

A UN- backed tribunal ruied in July that China's claims to almcst all of the South China Sea had no legal basis
' and its construchon of artmcfai rsiands in dtsputed waters was liiega! -

China has sought to bolster its cEaims by buitding a network of artificial is'léi'ndé c"apébte” of s'up#cr{i'ﬁé'miﬁiafy
operations.

its massive land reclamation has prompted criticism from the US and claimant countries, with Washington
warning it endangers freedom of navigation in international waters

The United States has warned of "actions” if Beijing extends its military expansion fo Scarborough Sheal.

Apart from the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan aiso have partial claims tothe sea, through
_ which over $5 frillion in annual trade passes, - Rappler.com . e

www.pna.gov.ph

Chinese ¢ ShIpS spotted an PAF overﬂ:ght of Scarborough Shoa! -~ DND __

chief
MANILA, Sept. 4 (PNA) - An overflight by the Philippine Air Force (PAF) Saturday revealed that there are at
least 10 Chinese ships near Scarborough Shoai (also known as Bajo De Masmloc) wh;ch hes 123 miles west _

of Subic Bay, Zambales. - _
This was revealed by Department of Natzonai Defense (DND) Secretary Delfm Lorenzana who said that four of o

the ships Jook like Chinese Coast Guard ships, with the other four looking like barges and remaining two
appearing to be like troop ships.

He added that a PAF aircraft fliew over Scarborough Shoal and took photographs of these ships Saturday.

Earlier, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte expressed concerns over reports that Chinese barges are still coming
in Scarborough Sheal, adding that this could indicate new construction activity in the area.
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“No dredging work have been seen. However, the presence of so many ships, other than Coast Guard, in the
area is cause for grave concern. The Department of Foreign Affairs already has called the attention of the
Chinese Ambassador and demanded explanation,” Lorenzana added.

The DND chief also said the agency has no idea on whether the presence of Chinese barges in Scarborough
Shoal are "precursor of future dredging operations".

"We don't know yet if those barges are precursors of future dredging operations but let us not forget that early
this year they actually tried to bring dredging barges but were dissuaded by the US. If they try to construct
anything in Scarborough (Shoal) it will have far reaching adverse effect on the security situation in the West

Philippine Sea,” he added.

China gained control of Scarborough Shoal after a tense stand-off with Philippine Navy units in 2012.
s maritime law enforcement units have been cons:stenﬂy dnvmg away F:lfplnos they happen to spot in the
area. S o _ R

Last July. 12 the United Nations Pezmanent Court cf Arb;tratzon ;nvaiadated Chma s clatm over sts *'hlstonc
rights” to the West Philtppme Sea and also pomted out that 1ts 'Nine-Dash-Line' cialm has ne fegal basis.

(PNA) -
BNB/PFN

www, bomboradvo.com

Defense dept kmumpurma ang pambagong aktibidad ng Chma sa

‘West Phl Sea

By Bombo Analy SoberanoPosted in Latest Newsiionday, 08 Seplember 2016 04
Kinumpirma ni Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana ang inihayag ni Pangulong Rodngo Duterte noong
Biyernes patungkol sa panibagong aktibidad ng China sa Scarborough Shoal sa West Philippine Sea.

Ayon Kay Lorenzana, nagsagawa ng overflight ang Philippine Air Force sa naturang lugar at nakakuha ng
litrato ng mga barko ng China sa bisinidad ng Scarborough Shoal.

Iniulat ni Lorenzana na mayroong apat na Chinese Coast Guard ships at ang isa nito ay nakabantay sa
pasukan ng lagoon ng isla.

'_.Mayroon pa aniyang nakltang anim na ibang Chmese vessels sa bzs;mdad kung saan ang apat dito ay'__j____
-_'_'mukhang mga barges habang ang dalawa ayma troop carriers, e

Sinabi ng Defense secretary na bagama't mukhang walang dredging na isinasagawa ang mga barko, ang
malaking bilang ng mga barko ng China sa pinag-aagawang territoryo ay nakababahala.

Dagdag pa ni LorenzaNa na ang Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) ay humingi na ng pagpapaliwanag sa
Chinese ambassador ukol sa nasabing isyu.
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DND looking for PHP1.5-M worth of propellant powder

MANILA, Sept. 5 (PNA) - The Department of National Defense-Government Arsenal is in the market for
PHP1.5 million worth of propeltant powder.

Winning bidders are required to deliver the items, which amounts to 1,000 pounds, within 30 calendar days.

Propellant powder is used to fill the interior of an ammunition cartridge or the chamber of a gun or cannon,
leading to the expulsion of a bullet or shell.

Pre-bid conference is on Sept. 12, 10:00 a.m. at the Govemment Arsenal Metro Manila Liaison Office, Camp

Aguinaldo, Quezon City. (PNA)
BNB/PFN

~WWW. dwdd com. nh

| !NTERCEPTED 1 JTF Sulu in Custody of Three (3) Speedboats off Sulu -

AMP NAVARRO, Calarian, Zamboanga Crty {DWDD) - In connection with the
mtensrﬁed m;!rtary operatrons against the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), troops of the Joint Task Force Sulu under
Brigadier General Arnel B. Dela Vega intercepted Monday (August 28) three speedboats with expired

registration and permit to operate.
The said speedboats were intercepted off the sea waters near Maimbung Bay, Sulu where navy ships are

conducting barrier negations patrol to prevent Abu Sayyaf members from-using coastal and high seas as -
escape and reinforcement routes.

Two of the speedboats, M/B LINGISAN and M/B FUMANCHO, are rigged with two (2) 200~ -horsepower
" sutboard motors whrie M/B EMPEROR has three (3) 200 horsepower outboard motors that can speed up

-above 30 miles per hour.

The apprehension was a result of the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
the AFFP-PNP and other government agencies, to include DOTR, DILG, DND, ARMM, BFAR, MARINA, OTS,
PCG, and PPA, deputizing the AFP in the enforcement of regulations on the use of high-speed watercraft, at
three gross tonnage and helow, confiscating unregistered sea crafts, intensifying security in local ports, and
dismantling illegally constructed ports in order to mitigate the movement of terrorists and criminal groups and to

conduct acts inimical fo national security.
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After profiling and documentation, the crew members of the speedboats were brought to the Municipal Office of
Maimbung, Sulu for proper disposition, while the boats are in the ‘custody of the ATG pending presentation of
registration documents and be subjected fo further validation with different intelligence agencies to confirm
whether they are utilized in kidnapping foreign nationals on board seacrafts in the tri-border areas of Indonesia,
Malaysia and Philippines. PIO EASTMINCOM / MCAG

WWW. dwdd com ph

NAVAL INTERDICTION| PN conducts naval blockage to cut food
supphes to ASG in Sulu

Maryoel Necic Batara Septemiber 5, 2016 0 Comment #HATROPA, Navaltiockage
_ Mamia ~ In a statement from the Armed Forces of the Philippine ( AFP) Spokesperson Brig. Gen Restituto
Padila, he said that the Phthppme Navy is currently conducttng a Naval Blockage in order to trim down the
isupphes of food and even ramfercements of armaments from Abu Sayaf sympathizers - i

' 'Bng Gen Padiifa recogmzes the Iarge network of supporters of the k;dnap»for—ransom group that further fueis
their operat:ons despite the drastic decrease in their numbers. He said that the most conservative figure is 481

ASG in Sulu and in Tawi-Tawi.

Currently, no new encounter has been reported between the military troops deployed and ASG .

What the spokesperson is confident about is the stronger forces on the end of AFP. He stated that around
7,000 military men are deployed across Sulu. Finally, he held that the act of naval blockage can also prevent

Abu Sayyaf from going out of the island.

WWW.pNa.gov.ph

DAP author launches book on Filipino soldiers in Vietham War

MANILA, Sept 5 (PNA) - Ben Cal, a veteran journalist who has served as one of the Development Academy of
the Phlitppmes chroniclers over the years, recently iaunched a book honormg the heroac deeds of F:!lplno

soldiers who served in the Vietnam War in the ‘60s.

Entitled “Warriors for Peace: The Saga of the Filipino Soldiers in the Vietnam War the book is the latest by
Cal after his successful “Victory at Bessang Pass” three years before. It chronicles the success of the
'Ph;hppme Cmc Action Group; or PHILCAG contingents made up of Fmpmo solcﬂers who' nsked Ilfe and hrnb to o

| perform cmc action for the Vretnamese at the hesght of tha V;etnam War

Such contmgems were made up of soldiers who later became luminaries, includmg Gen Fidel V. Ramos who
subseguently became Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff and the 12th President of the Philippines,
as well as fellow former Chiefs of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa, Gen. Lisandro Abadia, the late Gen. Arturo Enrile,
Gen. Clemente Mariano, and Lt. Gen. Eduardo Ermita, who stood for Ramos himself as guest of honor at the

launch held at the AFP Museum at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

‘Most remarkable moment’
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Ermita highlighted the effect his stint with the PHILCAG gave him when he said, "My two-year stint in Vietham
with the mission to extend humanitarian aid was the most remarkable moment in my 35 years in the military. |
thank the Lord for giving us the opportunity to serve the people who needed our service the most during those -

times of conflict.”
True enough, the Filipino soldiers’ role, which included building roads and bridges as well as providing services
to both civilians and soldiers alike, did not escape the eyes of those who were involved in the nearly-20-year

war. These included the Allied nations and the Viethamese people themselves, among whom were the
fearsome Viet Cong who were given equal treatment by PHILCAG doctors and nurses conducting medical

missions.

The Filipino soldiers were so admired by the Vietnamese that they were called “Philuatan” everywhere they
went, which means they were No. 1.

thiuatan

_ __-“When we amved there V:etnamese started cafimg us Phaluatan It turns out that a F;!:pznc contmgent had been
~ there: ahead of us composed of three doctors and three nurses who operated a very small hospital. We c:arned .

'that Iabei untsl now among (the) Vretnamese recaﬂed Ermrta ‘who was actua!iy part of the fzrst PHILCAG
- contmgent ' _

Cat who cortcezved the book over breakfast with Gen Jose Magno and Lt Gen Ernesto Carofma the current
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office administrator, has been involved in several projects with the DAP, including
the first two versions of its Almanac. He also wrote for the upcoming Compendium to be producéd by the
Academy. A native of Obando, Bulacan, the 70-year-old Cal is also known as the historian of Ramos and

started his journalistic career with the Bohol Chronicie in 1963.

Cal then became associate editor of Guidelines Magazme before transferring to the Philippines News Agency
_ as'a reporter, a senior reporter, news editor, and, finally, as managing editor from 2004 to 2011, when he
-retired as a full-time journalist. His career had seen him cover the 1986 EDSA Revolution that toppled the
regime of then-President Ferdinand Marcos as well as seven of the nine coup attempts waged against his
successor, Corazon Aquino. Cal often found himself in the middle of the fighting between government forces
and rebels but came out of those battles unscathed. (PNA)
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