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teate saad US froops n
man should leave as
2 danger of being kid-
by ithe terionst group
1] yaf e
Y The. Bpecial Forces, they
: .gu- Thev have to go
zg‘Mmamuo I‘hpre are many

By ALEXIS ROMERO

Lastmg 'che United States supposedly for interfering in his war on drugq
t Duterte vesterday said he wanted American troops cut of Mindanao as he

"aahmgtun for the conflict and security threats in the south

whates there,” the President or white American; as long as

said duzing the oath taking of you are an American f{they
new appointees yesterday at will kill sou),” he added
Malacafiang, - - Some US troops have been
“If they see an American, deployed m Zamboange City
thex would kill him. They to assist Philippine security
wonld demand ransom then forces in the campaign against

kill himn. Even if you're a black Turn to Page 11
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tertorists: Since the Constitit-
ton protubits foregn treops
from engaging m divect com-
bat operations, the US soldiers®
wile 18 hrited to assstiug the

local molitary threugh franng . he Pl
- has scored the Aimerican go'r-

i and mformation sharmg.

.+ TheUS Jomnt Special Onera-

twns Task. Force-Phibmpines,
set up in 2002 upon the re-
quest of ihen presiden: Glora
Macapagal-Acroyo amid a
kidnapping spree in Basilan

by the Abu Sayvaf ended its -

mission i Zamboanga in 2015,
Tlie TSOTE-P conssted mainly
of Special Forces and SEALS
A ranking Chilippine mb-
tary official who declined fo
be named said fewer than 200
US soldiers have ramaned
in Zamboanga City, and they
were mainly involved in pro-
viding “technucal dssistance”
to Flipino troops
“The situation there (mn
Mindanac) will worsen If thev
{Americans} are seen there,
“thev wnll be killed,” Duterie
said. )
The President said it was a
message he could not deljver
during the Association of South-
east Asian Nations summit in
Laos last week, mainly out of
respect for 1JS President Barack
Obama whowas at the suminit
“T could not speak then out
of respect and I do not want
a rift with America. But they

Eranis
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have to go,” the President said,

~ Under Duterte, the Philip- -

mes has had an tmcomfort-
able relationship with the TJS,
its treaty pertner and longhme
ally The Plahippmne president

ernmend for lecturing him
about lvman rights despite its
own record of atrocities com-
mtted oy its soldiers dunng
the Phuhppime-Ametican War
n 1898 ; :

The US has expressed deep
cencerns over rising deaths of
suspected drag offendeis in
Duterte’s war onillegal drugs
Human nghts advocates said
Duterte’s tough approach to
fighting drugs has encour-
aged summ.aty executions and
targeted only the poor. Nearly
3,000 suspected drug offenders
have been killed since I'uterte
aseurned office in June, almost
Lalt of them by suspected vigi-
lante groups . -

Duterte has lashed back ai
the US by aiting 1ts supposed
failure to stop the killing of
African Americans by police-
men' and by accusing it of
“exporting terrorism” in the
Middle East.

The President continued
with hus tirades against the US
yesterday as he blamed Wash-
ington for the violence in Iraq
and Libya. He also showed
photos of the Bud Dajo massa-
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cre, where US forces massacred.

- more than a thousand Mushm
fighters and civihans holed up-
© ma mountam fortress durng

the Fihpiro-Amer;can war .

+ The pholo showed Ameri-

el
i

can soldiexs posing among -

prles of dead Muslims 1n-

cluding naked wumen The

magsacre happened m.Jolo i

v

1906 “The US 15 a bypochte,” -

Dulerte sazd -

He had alsc showr pl.lot(;s

of the Bud Dajo massarre at

the Zast Asian Summuetin Laes

“Look at the bodzes there
For as long as we stay with
America, we will nevetr hav=
peace 1 thatland We mught as
well give it up,” Duierte said

“See the soldiers swepning
on a ‘woman's bare breast
Theveven made a postcard out

ot 11" he added s

Presidential spokcsman
Erneste Abella said Duterte’s
statement reflects the. Piesi-
dent's “new directon fowards
coursing an mdependent ror-
eign policy” B o

“He {(Duierte) has made
reference to the unrecngnized,
‘unrevented and unawned for
massacre at Bud Dajo in Sulu
by the Americans, hence our

conidnued connection with.

West is the real reason for the
‘Islamic’ threat in. Mindanao,”
Abella sa1d 1n a statemend.
“The American silence ¢
the matter lacks congruence
with its ‘moial’ position, m
the light of actions taken in
the past by the Germans whe

g
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confessed and made avone-

ment tor the Holocaust, and

[apan which made reparations
for the atiocities 1t perpetrated
among the neoples they con-
quered,” he added )P
Abella said Druterte is on
“moraliy {irm ground” hy
“breawmg up walls that rover

. dark corners” m the bilateral
: ies hetween the Philippines .

andthe US ... -

Dvderte has vowed o pur-- .
: 511e an mdependent fnrergn

policy and has repeatedly
stressad that he 1s noi beholden
ic anyene bt the Filimine

people - o
- Rock solid .

Despite Duterte’s latest
innuendo against the US
the Philippines’ relationship
with the rughnest nation re-
mains “rock sohd.” according
to Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana :

“It's streng,” Lorencana
said, “The US is truly a military
ally because of our mutual de-
fense weaty which was signed
i the 19505 anud 15 still ihere,”
he said, referring to the Mutual
Detense Treatv

“It's not abrogated. Whaz
the President said v-as woie
going to talk with others who
could grve us good equipment
to stiengthen our defense and

.we will do that, but we are
- going to still have our treatr al-

iance with the Unated Staies,”

he added.
In fact, Lorenzana said he
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had a scheduled meeting with sonnel operating i Zambao-
the US officals led by Defense  anga Citv under the status of

Secretary Ashton Carterby the foreven hiaison elements ar th
ary gn

v

end of September in Honelulu  Westmmeom, © .- &

to discuss security issues.

forces used o o-p.:--{

; USIr.uJitagr
He said ASEAN defense erate under #he US Special Op-

wunisters would also diseuss

eraflon Task Force-Phlippines

security 15sues 1o the Soufh Vl]SOTF—P)mtb_tropps dep _de]%
China Sea as well as terrotisin* “unl Tobshih Tags dince 2002 T

amorig other issues

© o tereumated its operatione after-
President Obema called off 10 yeats and et its camp mside -~
& planned meefing Jast week Westonincom only with haisem

with Presadent Duterle on the  persormel .

sidelines of the ASEAN sum-

" The deplovment thert otUS

mut, afier the latter spewed out  military forces was upon the
explefives at US officials whom  invifation of the Phulippine
ne accused cf interfering 1 government to assist and ad-

Philippine affairs.

nise thexnt Filpine counterpart

“Clearly he’s a colorful mn the campaign agamst ter-
guy,” OLama said on being rorism parbeularly by the A
told of Duterte’s unsavory Sayvaf grou

statements “What I've in-

Meanw hile, local officials

stracted my team to de is  in Basilan and Sulu said <hey
talk to their Philippine coun- were saddened by Duterte’s
terparts tn find out s this in  pronounceinent agamst the US
facta {ime where “e can have militars They said 1'S soldiers
some constructive, productive  bhave been active in humanitar-

conversations.”
Mearnrwhile, military offi-

1an projects in the region
"We have reservations on

cials — especiaily those in the the pronouricement of the
Western Mindanao Command- Fresident as we ail know the
—declined to cnmment on the  assistance provided by the
President’s position azainst - US wnops in ensuring the se-

the presence of LS troops mn
the region. :

cunity and peare and order 1n

- the city™ acing Mayor Cesar

“It 18 beyond ot Ié¥é]l and  Nuralde said He said they
any statement relative to that hopa the President would re-

pronouncement of our Com-
mander-in-Chiet will be from
the higher headquarters,” a

consider his pronouncement.
“But we will highly respect
the President as we are very

military official who declined much supportive of his plans

to be named rand.
The military official said

and programs in this mat-
ter,” he added. — With Cecille

there are still US military per- Suerte Felipe, Roel Parefio
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'PRESIDENT  Duterte
yesterday called for the
withdrawal of US mili-
tary personnel from
Mindanao, fearing an

American troop pres-

ence could complicate
offensives against - Is-
lamist militants nototi-
ous for beheading
Westerners. '

Mr. Duterte, who was iu the
spothght last week over his tele-
vised tirade against the United
States and US President Barack
Obama, said Special Forces niow
training Filipino troops were
high-value targets for the Islam-
ic State-linked Abu Sayvyaf as
counterinsurgency operations
intensified.

“These Special Forces, they
have to.go,” Mr, Duterte said in
a speech during an oath-taking
ceremony for new officials. “I
do not want a rift with America.
But they have to go.”

He added: “Americans, they
will really kill them, they will

I try to kidnep them to get ran-

som."

The comment by Mr. Duterte,
a former Davao City mayor
knewn for his terse words and
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rolatile temperament, adds to
smeertainty about what impact
1is rise io the presidency will
aave on one of Washington's
sest alhances im Asia. - -

Mi Puterte wants an mde-

endent foreign policy and
iays close ties with the United
jtates are crucial, but he has
requently accnsed the former
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colonial power of hvpocrisy
when erticized for s deadly
war on drugs. He demued op Bti-
day ralling Obama a “son of a
bitch.”

Some US Special FPorces
have been killed in the south-
atn Philippuies - since- 2002,
when Washmgion deployed
soldiers to train and advise lo-
cal units fighting Abu Sayyafin
Opeiabion Endurmg Freedom,

(

-~ [T =T -
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part of 1its global antiterror
strategy -

At the beight of that opera-
tion, some 1,200 Amencans
were i Zamboanga City and
on Jole and Basilan islands,
both strongholds of the Abu
Sayyat, »whicln is- known for its
bratality and for esrning huge
sums ot money from hostage-
ETeT = | R R ]

The J8 Drogram was rdiscon-
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tined in the Philppines o
2015 buf a small troop presence
has 1emamed for logstics anao
technical suppart - Washington
has shifted mnch of its secuny
foeus m the Philippines toward
the Svuth China Sea

b-hig speech t6 afficials. was- -
terday, Mz Dutert= repeated
comments from: last week when-

: he accused the United States of

cemmitling atrocites against

4 b

Mushms ovel & centary aga on

Jolo 1sland
American troops are staymg

. in the Western Mindanao Com-

mand headquarters i Zam-
boanga City. Both US and
Philippiie military officials ie-
fused o give the exact number
of American soldiers. mr

farly thus yeat, US troops
tramed efite pulicemen on marks-
manship. The 45-day marksman-

ship training fncuses on enhanc-
mg the skills and capabilities of
Special Action Force (SAF) men.

Also early this year, US troops
trained SAF men on tactical
combat care or life-saving sup-
port inside the Zamboanga Eco-
sone and Preeport Authority in
Barangay San Ramoi. Reports
from Reuters, Marlon Ramos
and Julie Alipala, Inquirer
Mindanao
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(xas station
owner in Lanao
Sur abducted

A GN-YEAR-OLD female owner
of 2 gus station was abducted by
stll udentified wined med
Linamon town in Lunao del Hgre
eaul motning j esierdar

Li Col. Benedicto Manqugins
prbitc affaits officer of we Aumy's
ist Infantry Division 1n Zamboar-
ga del Sur, sud military efforts -re
undatvay to rescue the victim, who
was identified as Clarita Belisaric.

Cating initiz) reports, Manquicuis
said Belismio was abducted at the
Caltex gzs station she owms at Parok
4 in Poblacion Linamon ot arcund 5
aum. He said the gas starion is located
in front of the Belisatio’s residence,

Manquiquis szid Belisaric was
seized by eight “fully-auned” men
~ho used 2 gray van and a white
Mitsubishi Montere sports utilit-
vehicle, with plate nember \BC
5430, in the kidnapping,

Maj. Filemnon Tan, spokesman of
the Zanboangz City-based AFP
Western Mindanao Command,
said the Army’s 2nd Mechanized
and 103rd brigades are coordinat-
ing with the PNP for the rescuc of
the vietim, ~ Victor Repes
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Highway robbery

i e 5

" ZAMBOANGA CITY -~ Fivé armed tnen
siaged a hoid-up n aprovmeial bus atdawn
yesterdayand carfed away the passengers!
cash and personalielongir ,7s. amountmg fo
sovae P85,000 LTI e
- Jude Amanfiad..drver of Rural Transit
Bus Kinglong, ‘and conductoc Virgll re~:
| purted to the Stay Municipal Police Stahon
| ihatfive armedmenheldup their bus about
| 12:30 am yesterday along the natonal
highway of Barangay Mirangan m Siay
town, Sibugay province - :
The provincial bus, with plate nuraoer
JVH-930. was carrymg 15 passengers atthe
time of the mudent e
The passengers said the robbers were
armedwith 45 caliber nistols Theyhoarded
the bus pretending to be passengers
Amanbad told police probers that two
. single Honda motorcycles waited at Miran-
| gan, where the holdup incident took place
© - Amantiad said the two suspects oRy
. board declared the hold-tip, one of them
pointing & gun to him. The men ordered
the buis éo stop where the two motoreyclgs:
were parked ~ - . B
| Tesad the three men standing along.
| the motorcycles immediately boarded the,
buae and ook the cash and belongings e%
the:passengers. g &
Oné of the passengers. Phil. Armiy -
Corporal Rogelio A. Baman, was able to
shoot the last suspect whe stepped out of
the Tus, hitting him in the neck area. But
the other men took the wounded man with
them to escape. 3

¢
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Ex-ceasefire chief to head Army division in
Central Mindanao

By: Frances Mangosing

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez. FRANCES MANGOSING/INQUIRER.net

DATU ODIN SINSUAT, Maguindanao—A military officer who served as ceasefire mechanism chairman during
the Mamasapano massacre in 2015 will be installed as commanding officer of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division
{6lD) based here.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez, deputy chief of staff for operations, will assume his new post on Monday in turnover
rites to be presided by Army chief Lt. Gen. Eduardso Afio.

Galvez, a member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1885, will replace Maj. Gen. Edmundo
Pangilinan, who assumed his new position as Amy’s vice commander last week.

The incoming commander of the 61D served as chairman of the Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of
Hostilities, the ceasefire mechanism panel formed in the peace talks with the Moro National Liberation Front for
about a year. He was the chairman during the Mamasapano bloodbath in January 2015 that killed 44 elite

policemen.
The police forces engaged with the MILF and the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters when they took down

top Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin Hir alias Marwan.
Galvez served as deputy chief for operations of the Armed Forces of the Philippines from October last year. He
was previously the deputy commander of the Western Mindanac Command and the commander of the 104th

Brigade in Basilan.
Army spokesperson Col. Benjamin Hao described Galvez as a “peace builder” and his role was also crucial in

helping to prevent the Mamasapano incident from further escalating. IDL/rga
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SPIRITUAL GUIDE | 51D Post Chaplain
Celebrates 8th Year of Priesthood

Alvin Santiago

Brigadier Ganeral Paul T Aial D P A. AFP, Commander, 5iD, PA give his present to Rev Fr. Erwin Marc D. Chavez Post
Cathofic Chaplair during the celebration of his ™ Priesthood Anniversary held af San Lorenzo Ruiz Kiosk, Camp Melchor

F. Defa Cruz, Upi, Gamu, {sabela on September 11, 2016,

Camp Melchor F.Dela Cruz, UpiGamu, lsabela (DWDD) - 5% infantry (STAR) Division Post Catholic
Chaplain Rev Fr. Erwin Marc D Chavez celebrates his 7" Priesthood Anniversary through a celebrated mass
last September 11, 2016 at the San Lorenzo Ruiz Post Chapel, Camp Melchor F.Dela Cruz, Pui, Gamu,

Isabela
The celebrated Sunday Mass were attended by the 5D Troopers and their family headed by the father of the

Star Troopers B Gen Paul T Atal, D.P.A. AFP

Father Chavez was assigned in 5% Infantry (Star) Division, Philippine Army as Post Catholic Chapiain on May
12, 2016 as reliever of Captain Tyron S. Narisma (Chaplain Service) Philippine Army who is undergoing
Schooling at AFP Medical Center, AFP Medical Service School, Camp Col Victoriano K Luna, V. Luna,

Quezon City
Father Chaver hosted a simple lunch for his Star Division family and civilian friends held at San Lorenzo Ruiz

Kiosk, Camp Melchor F. dela Cruz, Upi, Gamu, Isabela.

BGEN ATAL on his greetings to Fr. Chavez, “Happy, Happy 7" Priesthood Anniversary to you Father! Naway
gabayan ka ng ating Panginoon sa iyong bokasyon at patuloy mong matulungan ang mga kasama nating
Sundalo na siia ay ipanalangin sa Maykapal at ilayo sa ano mang kapahamakan lalo na sa mga kasamahan

nating naka-deploy sa Sulu.” BGEN ATAL said. 5DPAO / MCAG
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[CLEAN SZING P CORM WAND About 600 soldiers and clvilian employeesof !
the Philippine Army’s 5th Infantry (STAR) Bivision under Big. Gen. Paul Atal submit urine samples during.a surprise
drug test conducted by the Regional Treatment and Rehabilitation Center of the Department of Beaith in liagan
City, 1sabela recently. At least 13 members of the Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit (Catgqu) and a soldier have
been dismissed after they were tested positive for shaby, PHCTC BY LZSNDE B S RDOMINGE
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TEE NATION'S LEADING NEWEAFER

WATCHFUL EYE - Soidiers
walk among Muslims who..
gathered in Cebu t:Ity's'
Plaza Independenciaduring
the celebration Monday of
Eid’} Adha or the Feast
of Sacriflce. Police and
military presencs In ‘the
ity has been ramped up
followlng the bombing in
Davao City last September
2. (fuan Carlo de Vela)}
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DEFENéE Secmiai"_;} De]ﬁl"t Lorenz;éna yes-
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terday said the owe FA-S{) rombat aincr
that artived o the county il Novemtber last
year had .come from $outh Korea and not
from the United States as President Duterte
had siated T

Lorenzana issued the arification follow-
ng the President’s speech before the Filipmo
community i Indonesia lase weel, char the
two FA-50s. winch e diarued were jusi for
show, had con:2 irom the Uruted Srates.

Mukharg nagkomalt lung siya (It looks
like he made . mistake),” said Lorenzana.
“Fyong FA-50 is from Korea, Sabi naya dalawn
Jong bimgey, handi el labindalawa iyon (The
TA-50 is from Korea. He said only two air-
craft were given, but there wete Ry

Ceremonial only _

Tn his speech before the Filipino commuI-
ty in Indonesia on Sept 9 the Presudent belit-
ded the US defense assistance to the Philip-
pines as for s eremonial’ pUrposes only.

He said: “We have received s0 Many things
from Amenca, Thank you for your generosity.
What they sold us. two, only two TA-50
(fighter jets). Tt's BA-50 but they never gave
4is the missiles and the bullets and the can-

19

planes from Korea,
clarifies Lorenzana

& ;t-o}istc‘ﬁgm,. Fm_téfemdma]}m@.fﬁﬂ;@' 2

Wapnfactuied by the Xoran Aernspace
Industries (KAT), the FA-50s ar= expected [0
serve as tie PAY s lead-in iainer LorenzZena
gaid 10 more FA-5Us wili arive 13 batches
nexi year as part of the 1Z planes purchased
for the Armed Forces of the Philippnes

- P18 9-hilhon modermzation prograim.

According te THS Jane's All the World’s
Asrcraft the FA-SU tvpe, aithougn billed as.
a “light” fightet, has a povent air-ta-&u ana
air-to-surface capability .

«“The type has been flown by South Korza
and the Philippines, with I1aq set tn receive
1ts first aircraft shortly and Feru consider-

ing arc offer o the airczaft, said, IHS Jane,

-onsidered the most trusted and rcspecte
public source of defense, risk and security
information in theword. -~~~ = 7 °* ©
Lorenzana said fie TA-50 would serve as
lead-in fighter, which means it could serve
both as a trainer and fghter plane for Fil-

1pino pilots who have not expenenced flv-

ing fighter planes for a long Time.
The defense chief said it will tale many
years to train fighter pilots from the Philip-
ine Air Force to fly real fighter planes.
«gg FA-50 first, and then later om, if we
have capabilities 0 purchase rea) fighter
planes, we will do that,” he said

il 2o cacn e {4 i -
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DND chief to meet Carter, Asean peers

DEFENSE Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana is due to fly to Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii at the end of
the month to meet US Secretary
Ashton Carter and his Assucia-
tion of Southeast Asian Nation
counterparts.

Lorenzana made the an-
nouncement after attending the
assumption of new 6tl Infantry
Division commander Maj. Gen.
Carlito Gaivez at the 6th 1D
headquarters in Maguindanao
yesterdav morning.

“We are going to discuss the
sccutity in thc South China
Sea, sccurity against terrorism
and other problems, general

problems concernng out secu-
rity, he said the Asean defense

" mnisters meeting,

Lorenzana did not elaborate
on the specific issue that will
be. discussed about the South
China Sea, or West Philippine
Sea where the oil and minerals
rich Spratly Islands are situated.

The Sprartiy Islands chain
is being claimed in part or in
whole by the Philippines, Chi-
na, Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei
and Taiwan.

A United Nations arbitral
court invalidated China’s exces
sive nine-dash line claim in the
South China Sea last July. Also,

G
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it smd China’s occupation and

reclaimatior: of Mischicf Reef
‘was i1 violation of the UN Con-
vention on the Law ot the Sea.

Lorenzana said the Philip:
pines’ defense relations with
the US remains strong. amid a
rift between President Duterte
and US President Barack Obama
over human rights issues.

“It's strong. It's rock solid as
the Americans described our
defense relation or relation-
ship,” said Lorenzana. “US is
our ally, military ally because
of the Mutual Detensc Treaty
which was 51gnec1 xn 1950s.”
-- Victor Reyes
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layswu.s by the Abn Sayyaf Group near
the tourist resori of Pulau Pora Pom off

Semporna, Sahah, Malaysia

Marine Col Edgard A. Arevalo, the
.. ghiief of AFP's Public Afisirs Office, sad-
" phe militarv will make the announcement

“When mtormation becomes available

“We're vahdating the reporf, as well,
We will make necessary reports as infor-
mation becorme avalable,” Arevalo said

AFP Spokesman Brig Gep Restituto
Padilla szad they have recetved an initial
report on the incidentbut they have yet to
validate it especially the information that
the Abu Sayvaf Group was mvolved.

- Henuoted a report from Star Malaysia
Online weh said three fishermen were
abducted by gunmen in Sabah waters
near the toursst resort of Pulau Pern Pom
off Semporna o

The suspected Filipino armed group
composed of seven men is believed to
have taken the victims across the border
towards the southern Philippines island
chain of Taw1 Tawi province.

- Eastern Sabah Security Command
(Esscom) commander Datuk Wau Abdul

" Bari Abdul Khalid confirmed that thev
received a report from the owners of the
fishing trawler at 1:59 a.m. Sunday.

“Tcan only confirm Sabah police corm-
missioner Datuk Abdul Rashid Harun)
will release the details later” he said when
confacted

The owner of the fishing boat con-
firmed that the gunmen kidnapped the
skipper and two crew members at about

o It whelieved that- thethrwﬁsn :

;¢ one of them identified as, thmu Bajaps, - Vis

e TedTe e e wepa among 2 crew af 11 on the frawler- - in
e Armed Fovees of the Philip- .

“pines said yesterday that it 1s

_-; still verfying reports on the - -

alleged abduction of three Ms

'Ji

1(1 20 p m on ‘:atl.lrclay

whenseven kmnapuem cunfronted tpe
atgunpomt . o0 e
. The Kidnappers 01113 tnol.tln'ee

rowards southern.Philippmes Therestof
the crew steered-the trawler ndck fo the

- Sempornajetty

Meanwhile, AFP- Weqtem Mlndanp.o
Command (AFP-WesMinCom? Spokes-
man Ma) Filemon Tan said yesterday
that the Malaysian Eastern Sabah Sect-
rity Command (ESSCOM) has formally
informed the military here of the cecent
kidnapping meident involving three Ma-
Iavsian cifizens.

The report of the ESSCOM said that
the seven suspected members of the

- ASG were on hoard two 75 horsepower

engine speed boat, took the victims atgun <
- Jemt Task Force Suln Commander, Brig
* Gen Arnel Dela Vega, with 101st Brigade |

point and mmrmediatelv sped to the ugh
seas bordering Malaysia and Phihppine
waters.

"fan saud operating troops of the J(-mt
Tasgk Force TawiTawi and Naval forces
Western Mindanao (NFWM) immediately
mobilized their water assets to prevent
the entry of the armed men with their

men andfledan a gmen—caloredfastﬁaat- :

Hiﬁnﬂﬁf‘ ‘*’ﬂ&?sﬁﬂl
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ﬁﬂh,f AFP.
JOPE: talung the hl:untof-

mé ﬁgnimg n the effort to-destroy the
- ASG andrescuethe remaimng hostages

Three or these visits were done after the

" peheading ot Patrick Jaines Almodvar, a

iocal Muslm Jolo resident, said Coi Ro-
drige Gregoric:of the Information Sipport
‘Tearn, Jomt Task Force Sulu tJTFS). - -
The iop bras« of the AFP who ac-
cumparad the Chuef of Staff were the
Commanding General af the Phil Army,
Lt Gen Eduarde Ano: Western Mindanao
Cotnmand Chief Lt Gen Mayoralgo deta
Cruz, Chief Surgeun, Brig. Gen Martano
Mejia, and other generais from the Gen
eral Headguarters, -
He said the troups were headeu by

- and 501st Bradage Commanders. Col

hostages to TawiTawi and Suly. -7~

Tan said the military in this part of

the country and ESSCOM will bé shar- -

ing and exchanging intormation to track
down the where about of the suspects ang
their hostages.

The incident came hardlv two days
after Esscom conducted an mtensive op-

erations agamst cross border smugglers |

in the five districts in the east coast - .. _

Esscom has said that securify forces
were on ugh slert along the border as
the Philippine military had launched

a massive all-ouf war against the Abu -

2

Jesus Manangguil and Col Jose Fausting
mncluding Batfation Commanders and
nther key officers and freops.

The visit afms to boost the morale
of troops, be abreast of the conduct of
operation and hear for himself the needs
of the operating units as well as provide
guidance and cunvey the message of
President Duterte to ground troops on the:
war against terror, Gregoriosaid. -+

The AFP chief also inspected the i
newly construeted camp hospital and i
status of its facilifies ]

"Those m the Abu Sayyaf who want
to surrender, the AFP will accept them, |
providedthat they release theirhostages; |
if nof, our soldiers will hunt them down '
and pursue them umil all of them are
neutratized" Gen. Visaya said, - J

»)
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_Gov't forces locating
kidnapped Malaysians

" BY VICTOR REYES *

GOVERNMENT forces have been
deployed in Suln and Tawi-Tawi
to locate three Malaysian fisher-
men abducted from Malaysian
waters last Saturday, a military
official said yesterday.

‘The Abu Sayyaf is suspected
to be behind the kidnapping,
said Maj. Filemon Tan, spokes-
man of the Armed Forces’ West-
ern Mindanao Command based
in Zamboanga City.

Malaysian officials on Sunday
said the three crew members
of a trawler were abducted last
Saturday near a resort in Sem-
porna by a group of seven “Fili-
pino armed men” who headed
to Tawi-Tawi after the incident
with their victims.

They did not specifically
point to the Abu Sayyaf which
is blamed for the kidnapping
of dozens of Indonestans and

Malaysians in Indonesian, Ma-

laysian and Philippine waters

over the past several months

Tan, citing reports received
from Malaysia’s Eastern Sabah
Security Command, Tan said the
fishermen were seized at around
11 p m. Saturday in the general
area of PomPom isiand near Mat-
aking Island Resort off Sempormna.

Tan said the suspects used a
boat, powered by two 75-horse-
power engines,

“The boat was described to
be a color green and white with
red Hne which sped off towards
northeast in the direction of
Alice reef and Bulubufu island
of Tawi-Tawi,” he said.

Tan said ground and naval
forces immediately conducted
intelligence operations cstab-
lished security points at the
kidnappers’ probable routcs.

Tan said the military is contin-
uously coordinating and sharing

e

intelligence information with
Malaysian authorities.

Tan said the kidnappers may
have difficulty bringing their
captives to Mindanao. -

_ “The sea is rough. The Navy
said they will have difficuity"
crossing because of the sea
condition,” he said.

If the kidnapping was indeed
perpetrated by the Abu Sayyaf,
the group did it possibly to
distract the military from its
operations against the group in
Sulu and mn Basilan.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said he “suspects” the
kidnap victims will be brought to
Tawi-Tawl, jolo in Sulu, or Basi-
lan, where it would be easier for
the Abu Sayyaf to hide.

He also said the campaign againit
the Abu Sayyaf is continuing,

President Duterte has said he
wants the Abu Sayyaf destroyed
during his term.
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ABU SAYYAF BILANG SUSPEK KINUKUMPIRMA

3 Malaysian dinukot sa Sabah

Sinabi kahapon ng Armed

* Porces of the Philippines tAFP) ma

sinisikap pang kumpirmahun ngmga
mheﬂ;fence opexative kung ang Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) ang nasa Jliked
ng pagduhof ra taflong Malaysian s2
karagatan ng Sabzh malapit sa resort
ng Pulau Pom Fom sa Semporna
nitong weekend.

Ayon key Major Filemon Tan,
Ir.,, tagapagsalita ng AFP-Western
Mindarao Command, ragsasagawa i
ng masusng inbeshgasyon ang sngd
intelligence operative mula sa Tawi-
"L ane at Stda upang matukoy ang mea
aktuwalna detelye sa pagdukot

"Lajat guinagalaw ‘yan, lahat
cagslaw ‘yaii. So magkakaroon ng
infelligrnce sharing “yan na tinatawag,
Meenmg TawrTawn and Sulu nagke-
compare ng notes ‘yan,” ani Tan,

- idinagdag tia kabilang s mga layunmn
ng militar ang maharang ang mga

¥idnapper at mabawr ar,g mga bibag.

*Yes. Kung sa atin ilaga pamunts,
kasimay anongs, b maysssuepad'yan,
eh. AnglakasJakasngalon.naygawanila
‘yur? Ing sabihin, ccmdmg to the
Navy. P maawid nifa y4n sa
atin dahil sa sitnation sz dagat,” sabi
s Tan.

Naniruwale st Tan na hindi
mangangahas ang mga kidnapper
na maghiyahe nang ilang oras upang
maratmg ang Mindanac,

“Hindi nila #utufoy ‘yun (biyahe
patungong Mindarac) basta-basta kasi
malapit fang sa resort ng.. Naitimbre
“van, kasl melapit lang sa resatt ‘yung
pinangzarihan, sa Semporna. Four
hours kasi ang bivahe, magiging
vulnerable sila. Ang gagawin n'yan

K

itatage muna-uila ‘yan.” ani Tan,
1dinagiag Tia malald ang posibilidad
11a8a halaysm pansamantalangfinagn -
ng ugn suspek ang mga bihag
g, Limdi ihuanggs = Tan
ang nosiblidad dt;: ibang gripo ang
Tagsagawang ladnapping at it
lang ang Abu Sawla?;agra E]n;uggr:a

ransom )
*Wearelodlangatiwo angles First,
the ASGdin thatin orderfodistract (e
ongomiggélitaw operationuiSuly) und
if not, are othet kadnappers who
wanit fo earn money,” sabi ni Tan
Brked sa pagelikonsaGabah, smahi
hahapon m Defense Secretary Delfm
Lotenana na bmepetipika rin nila ang
mgpa ulat ng pagdukot umano sa 1eang
babaeng negosyarte s Lanao Jek Sur,
kahapon ag umaga 4
Francis T. Wakefield

<
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‘Self-serving acts of \/'ole"nce

COTAEATO CITY ttregmnal.] Gov My
Hataindn of the Auimomous Re-

gion in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) -

on Monday said sacfices of those
calling themselves Muslims but aie
sowing tenor are considered self-

serving acts of viulence
Hataman in his Eid'] Adha (Feast

. of Sacrifice) message said, "Tiiere are

those who sow fear and terror as they
ciaim they are Muslims who followr
the path of Tslam. Their so-called
sacrifices ate nuthing but self-serving
acts of violence, their sa-called faith
is nothing but a lie. Theirs 1s the work
of the devil and they are a disgrace to

" the urnmah [Muslim community].”

——— ———
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The goverinof was appaiently
refeiring io the Aba Suyyaf Group -
(ASG) that claiin they are fighting
for lslam but sewing teiior by kid-
napping mnoeent avilians.

The ASG has becolie meie neio-
rious with thexr barbaic acts when
they behead their captives who can
nnt meet the ransom they demand,

"As Muslims wha live true to
thg values of islarn. we make many -
sacrifices based on farth - taith m
ourselves, faith in others, and faith’
in Allah,” Hataman said.

[n rernembering the virtuer of
Eid'l Adba, he recalled the sacrifices
of Prophet Abraham, whose faith

f4

and lr»yalty were tested by Allah to
- sacnfice bns son [shmael: . ° L

"Tixday, we remmember Thrahim's
sacnfiee, one that 13 :zinded by his

faith in Allah 1t 15 a1 exariple we'

aspite 10 lve up to as we celebrate
Eid'l Adha.” Hataman said

The ARKM regional goveinor
called on all Muslims t unite and
fight the reign of terior

“Today. as we celebrate the Fid
and temernhe: the sacifices we have
rade alung theway, we arereminded
of the raany reasons why our faith
must itevel be taken m vain Not m
out name.” Hataman said. -

JULMUNIR1. JANNARAL
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-~ woinded " However, 18 soldists
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Mayon lava
wall may

collapse

- Phivolcs

LEGAZPI CITY, Albay: The Philip-
pine [nstitute of Volcannlogy
and Seisrrology {Phivolcs) has |
relterated 115 warning againsi :
entering the 5-kilometer racius
permanent Janger zene {PDZ)
as lava wall collapse may occur
that could lead to pvinclastic
flow in the southeast quadrant
of the restive Monnt Mayon here
*Pnssible collapse of lava wall
might occur due to brittieness
of the wall instigawcd by molten
materials Wall collapse is very
dangerous because that conld
trigger pyroclastic flow,” Phivolcs
regional director Ed Laguerta
said on Monday.
~ He explained that if the lava
dome currently blocking the vol-
cano's rim explodes side by side |
with the wall collapse then py-
roclastic flow may fall anytime.
- Pyroclastic is the hottest molten |
volcanic material and can travel as |
fast as 60 kilometer per hour.

The southeast quadrant of
the volcano is facing the towns
of Santo Domingo Daraga and
(Camalig and the ity of Legazp1
. "So we are reitesating to the
public not to euter the six-
kilometer danger zonz2 even
though Mayon Volcino appeart
very calm. We don't know when

the volcano may erupt but fresh -

magma beneath the vclcano 1=
activating,” Laguerta sad

Qver the weekenc, Phuvalés
led by laguera with Raffy Ate-
jendro of the Offire of Civil
Defense in Bicol, Cediswc Dagp,

chief of Albay Tublic Safety

Emergency Management Office.
and Air Force Major Arvin 3uar:
of Tactical Operations Group
5-Philippine Air Force-con ducted
an 1erial survey to check pos-
sible development uf new lava
dome in the northern part of the
volcano aside from the existing
dome in the southeast quadrant

Daep told The Manile Times
that they are not discovnting the
possibility of Java wall collapse
in the coming days specificalty
when the volcano is expected to
become more restive.

Mayon is an active stratovolcano
and the most active in the country,
having erupted more than 50 times
in the past 400 years

RHAYDZ B. BARCIA

@he Wanila Thnes | rese A3
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ace anniversary

|

of 250th Presidential Airlift Wing |

BY VICTOR REYES

PRESIDENT Dutes ve will grace
the 4Bth foundation annreisai;
today of the 250th Presidential
Airlift Wing of the Philippine
At Force in Villamor Aix Base
in Pasar City

The miission of the 250th PAW
is o “provide safe, secure and
effective air transportation” for
the President and the mmmediste
members of s o1 her family,
aud for visiing heads of state,
state guests and other VIPs.

After the anniversarvy celebra-
ton, the President will presidc
over his {issi command confor-
ence with the Afr Force leader-
ship. The command conference
will be attended by other military
and defense ufficials.

“He ~ill be engaging with Air
Fotce personnel and their de-
pendents through the ‘talk to the
airmen’ and boodle fight that wii!
follow:,” said Air Force spokes-
man Col. Araus Robert Musico.

This will be the second major

SFEELIC ARFAINS - Ena s

Air Force event that the Presi-
dent will attend since essuming
officz on June 30.

The first wvas lase July 5 dur-
ing the celebraton of the PAF's
89th foundation anniversity in
Clarl Air Base in Pampanga.

Before assuming as President,
Duterte criticized the acquisition
by the Alr Force of FA-50s as a

“waste of money.” Y hat should
have been boughr, he said, wete
helicopters v '1fl'1 mght—ﬂ*].ng ca-
pability.

The previous adn’nmstranon
acquired 12 FA-50s for P18.9
bilion from the Korean .Aero-
space Indusiies. 1wo of the
aircraft were delivered last vear
while the zzst are due for defiv-
ey this vear ond next vear.

The acquisitior. of the fighter
jets signaled the remm of the
Air Force to the supersonic age
since the decommissioning of a
flzet of F-55 in 2005 due to old-
age and costly tnaintenance.

Last Friday, Duterte said the
US sold the Philippine military

RIS (O

o sore Purpose Serving

L'J? y o

I s —

ng ihe "E‘:D‘Z)]p Seo LHH":O the |

ihe ﬁghtcr jets
He s “We have -ccei-ed so

|
!

many thmegs, from America. Thanti

you for yout geneiomiy. Vhat
ther sold us, vwo, only two FA-50

(ﬁghte; iers). It's FAls0 bt lhev y
never pave us the missiles and the "
bullets and the cannons to ﬁght:

For ceremonial jang (only).”

In 20 interviev yesterdar, Die-

ferise Secretare Delfin Lorenza-
na acknowledged the President

mede 2 mistake by saying the il

F:A-30s came from US,
‘WNagisamali lang siva, yung FA-

50is from Korea. Sabi niva dalawa’
lang; binigay, hindi e, labindalaves ©

van, yang sampu ide-delver pa
lang, Lorenzana said in an am-
bush interview in Maguindanao,

Lorenzang defended the acjni-
sition of the fighter jets by the
previous goernment,

“Ang nakita kong jusﬁﬁcal:ion

nung pa'ri-.uh-l nung past ~dmin-

istration is that lead-in fighter
kasi “to. Ibig sabihin pwedeng -
gawing trainer, pwede ting gave- -

ing fighter,” he said.

] Kol inat G0 vani o eeal e
AL ek 0 = o, [52) Ba0-pabb Local @

531 WG

2No.



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a sowree of natinnal pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tef no. (02) 845.9555 Local: 5285, 5295

@ September 2016

Duterte names ‘*killer’ PCSO head

By Marlon Ramos

PRESIDEN‘]‘ Diuterte has tapped a retired
Marine general, who jestified about tle,
. Tassive cheating durthg the 2004 zlec-
hons, to “kill" corrupt oificials in the Philip-
pine Chanty Sweepstakes Offree (PCS0}.
Renired Maj. Gen Alexander Balutan,
who was earlier reported co head tire Bu-
reau of Corrections, took his oath yesterday
as general manager of the state-run lottery
agency, replacing Ferdinand Rojas 1L

- Mt I“'uterte alsc- appomted formes polu_e
DlI'EC!’OT' Jorge Corpus as PCSt chair, suc-
ceeding toriner Cavite Gov Ermeo ‘?wong
Méliks:- - -

Balutan is a rnembm nf Pllﬂlpme Mﬂ.’[-‘
tary Academy Class 1983, whlle Corwus be-
longs to Class ‘82 :

1 know both of them I have never heard
of them being inolved m corruption,” the
President said.

He dlso named political analysi and for-
mer University of the Phibppmes VP for

" public affairs Pros-
pero de Vera com-
missinner of the
Commission on
Higher Education.

The President had
said he wanted a
“killer” to head the
PCSQ, callong  a
cortupt gévernmment
agency for .allowing
operaiors of the ille-
gal ‘numbers game
“furteng” to continue
with their activities
using the state-sanc-
.tioned small town
lottery as cover.

L i

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PlJBl IL Af F/\IRS‘ Em il add oacpa armyZD‘I 2@y

Army Core Pl_upo e Serving

the people. Securing the land

mail.com - Tal no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295



PIra

D5 e e & £5 & 58t

JIFES

£ 0T THE ARHY SHIEF sePUBLIC ASTAIRE - Enial aoa: oFspnar ry2e 2,

Fomei.ton. ~

Teinc. (2) GA5-0558 Local: 5285, 5285

HAIL TO
THE CHAIR

VICTOR
AVECILLA

(Part 2)

DURING the 2016 campaign,
lameduck President Bemigno
Aquino IN urged voters not to
elect then-Senmator Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr, who
was runnimg ter vice president
Aguno warned thar electing the
son will resurreut the authorrta-
ian government of the father
Despiie Aqunu’s nabonwids
hate campaign, Bongbong got
millions of votes, enough to land
him n first place during the first
three days of the election tally,
and opward until the Commission
on Eleciions and its controversial

foreign contractor tampered with.

the counting machines

The millions of wvoters who
supporicd Bonghong at the polls
nocondy gave him their hlessings
for his quest for higher office;
they also repudiated the Martial
Law bogeyman—the scarecrow
repeatedly used bv the Aquinos
to instigate coniinuing public
scorn and hatred for the Mar-
cD3es.

“resident  Ferdinand Marcos
may have stepped down from
office in February 1986 uncer-
emoniously, but soon thereafier,
the Filipino people reinstated his
family to power  Former first
lady Imelda Romualdez Marcos
has repeatedly won congressional
seats. Eldest daughter Imee leads
ber dad’s Tocos Norte. Bong-
bong was siected senator, From
this perspective alone, “vhatever
anti-Marcos sentiment therc was
in the Philippines in 1986 has
been extremely diluted today.

The antj-Marcos petitioners

contesting President Marcos’
burial at the Libingan ng mea
Bayvani insist that Marcos was a
criminal who plundered the na-
tion’s wealth—enough reason,
they say, to stop the burial. They
cite several decisions of the Su-
preme Court which contain pas-
sages that label che former presi-
dent and his Martial Law regime
as corrupt and abusive

Their argument has a flaw—
there 3¢ no Philippine court deci-
sion op record which convicted
President Marcos for the crimes
the anin-Marces petrtioners now
attrtbute to him The Constitu-
tion mandaies that every per-
son is, in the absence of & final
crimiual conviction, presumed
innocent.  Therefore, to-insist
‘ntherwise, as the anti-Marcos
petitinners want to, is to violate
the Constitution, That makes the
Marcos accusers violators of the
fundamental law.

Indeed, there are statements
in past decisions of the Supreme
Court which do no: put Presi-
dent Marcos and his strongman
administration in a very good
light. Those statements, how-
ever, were made in civil (oot
criminal) cases decided while
Marcos was stranded in Hawaii,
or had already passed away there.
Where 15 the faimess in those
statements?

For the record, President Mar-
cos wanted tc leavs Ilawaii and
go home 1o the Philippines to
face the music, bui President
Corazon Aquino refused to give
himm a passport, a refusal sus-
tained by the Supreme Court
This deprived Marcos of his
right to defend bmself. Thus,
it is unfiir for the anti-Marcos
petitioners to invoke those cases
against Marcos.

Anti-Marcos remarks In past
decisions of the Supreme Court,

Page:

madc while President Marcos
was stuck in Hawail, or had al-
ready died there canmot” take
the place of the requisite final
judgment by & Philippiné eurt
rendered after due trial, finding
Marcos zuilty of the crmes at-
tributed to hum. There bemg nc
conviction by final judgment that
may be cited agamst Marcos, the
criminal label against h;m as in
wiolation nf due process.

The anti-Marcos petitieners -

may argue that 1t iz aot thewrfault
that Marcos died in Hawan be-
fore he 2ould be accused of aud
comvicted for crimes he alleged-
ly commiited against his country
and his people. }'s noi Marves’
fault, either. Remember, Marcos
wanted to return to the Philip-
pines but Mrs. Aguino did not
permut hus repatriation.

Republic Act No 10308, en-
acted in 2013 {lng after Prest-
dent Marcos passed away) calls
for the pavment of reparations io
persons who allegedly siffered
during the Mariial Law years It
does not prohibit Marcos® ourial
at the Libingan.

Even if Republic Act No.
10368 were to contain a2 pro-
vision categorically eclaring
Marcos a criminal and piohib-
iting his burial at the Libingan
for that reasom, that provision
is unconstitutional becaise it
amounts to class legislation, and
copnvicts an individual without &
prior trial. !

Whether or not regulations of
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines regarding burials at the Lib-
ingan are binding on the Supreme
Court is 1mmaterial. President
Duterte 15 the commander-in-
chief of the AFP, and he has the
discretion to amend AFP regula-
tions any time - His recent deci-
sion to allow the Marcos burial
at the lemgan repeals all prior

Sk O

s

AFP rcgulanons As such, and
as stated in last week's calumn,
the only issue 1o be resolved 1m
the ants-Marcos petitions n the
Supreme Court is whether or
not Fresident Dhterie commitied
a grave abuse of s discretion
when he dllowed the Marcos bur-

“ial atthe Libmgan Fromalt ind-

cations discussed in this column,
President Duterte did not commit
a grave abuse of discrenion

FinaHy. 1 18 speculaiive to say
that President Marco: was dis-
honorably discharged from of-
fice hy 1he Filipino people 1 the
so-called 1956 Edsa Revolution

Farsf, stories about the events
which ‘ed to the 1986 Edsa Reve-
lution were written by Aguino
aliies Those stories praised the
eveut a5 a bloodless revolt, but
failed to meution that the event
was bloodiess precisely bocavse
Prasideni Maicos refused to use
unlitary force on the people as-
sermbled at Edsa. The television
coverage of the event reveals that
Marcos rejected the idea of hurt-
g his own people, despite his
trusted generals’ repeated insist-
ence that vicience is the only fea-
sible way to disperse the people.

Second, the less than one mil-
lion people who went to Edsa in
Fehruary 198€ are a mere frac-
tion of the millions more who
~oted for the Marcoses 1n elec-
tions held after 1986. Evidently,
the nreseni has dlsa\rowcu Lhe
past. z
Hopefully, when the time
comes for the Supreme Court to
rule on the Marcos burial issue,
ihe high tribunal will confine the
issue to whether or not President
Prterie acted arbitrarily in al-
lowing President Marcos to be
buried at ine I.jbingan dismiss
the anti-Marcos petitions, and let
Justice be done theugh the heav-
ens fall.
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Maritime security heightened at Sulu Sea vs
Abu Sayyaf

By Kristian Javier (philstar.com) | Updated September 12, 2016 - 11:36am

Presidential Commumsanons Secietary Marir Andarar saia hs Aimed Foroes of the Phitiprines 1s focuses on guardng
the 3uly West Sea. Philstar.comiFile

MANILA, Philippines — Government forces will be added near the Sulu West Seato heighten maritime
security against the Abu Sayyai, Presidential Communications Secretary Martin Andanar said.

During President Rodrigo Duterte's state visit in Indonesia last Sept. 9, he and President Joko Widodo talked
about the issue of piracy and maritime security in Sulu and at the Sulu West Sea.

Andanar said that the two presidents were able to talk about security in the said area. particularly the
kidnappings and activities of the Abu Sayyaf. He added that the two countries will be helping each other

regarding the issue.

Defense ministers of Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines also held a trilateral meeting to talk about the
authorized sea lanes between the three countries.

"Anybody who sails outside of the authorized sea lanes will be deemed hostile," according to Andanar.
Andanar also said that the main focus of the Armed Forces of the Philippines is to guard the Sulu West Sea.

in recent reports, however, Malaysia's Eastern Sabah Security Command reported that three Malaysians were
taken from their trawler off Sabah late Saturday evening.

The Western Mindanac Command said they were alerted of the kidnapping, but could not immediately say if it
was another case of cross-border kidnapping involving groups associated with the Abu Sayyaf.

They gave assurance, however, that troops were placed on alert for the Malaysians.
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Military launches intel ops after abduction of 3
Mzlaysian fishermen

By Roel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated September 12, 2016 - 5:10pm

Hawever, the military said theie wes no immediate rap.ort on tha ientits or the SUSPECIS or wheder they a2 linked with

the AbL Sayyal Philstar.comiFile

ZAMBOANGA CITY — The military launched intelligence operations to trace the possible presence of three
Malaysian fishermen abducted by gunmen off the waters in Sabah, a military official said Monday.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesman of Westemn Mindanao Command (Westmincom), said troops from the Joint
Task Force Tawi-Tawi and Naval Forces Western Mindanao also established security points at all possibie
routes and passages of the kidnap-for-ransom groups operating in the borders of Philippines and Malaysia.

“Coordination and intelligence sharing and exchange with the Eastern Sabah Security Command (ESSCCM) is

now being done,” Tarn said.

According to Tan, reports they received from ESSCOM disclosed that the three Malaysian fishermen were
abducted about 11 p.m. Saturday in the general area off Pom Pom Island near Mataking Island Resort off

Semporna, Sabah.

The gunmen, about seven of them, were on board a speedboat, powered by twin-engine at 75 horsepower
gach, seized the victims and headed northeast in the direction of Alice Reef and Bulubulu Island of Tawi-Tawi.

However, Tan said there was no immediate report on the identity of the suspects or whether they are linked
with the Abu Sayyaf group that operates the cross-border kidnapping.

The Abu Sayyaf, which has been on the run due ta intense military offensives in Suiu, has not claimed
responsibility for the latest kidnapping.
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STRENGTHENING MORALE | JTF Sulu
Commander visits Troops

Alvin Santiago

: S cAMP BAUTISTA, Sulu (DWDD) = The Sulu Commander of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines vigited troops in the frontline fighting the Abu
P Sayyaf Group (ASG) in hinterlands of Patikul and Talipao towns the

U eHLU . whole day today.
o L Brig. Gen. Amel dela Vega, Joint Task Force Suiu Commander met
' troops of the 101st Infantry Brigade in Fatikul led by Col Jesus
Manangquil and the 501st Infantry Brigade headed by Col Jose Faustino.

Brig

Sen. Dela Vega’s visit intends to boost the morale of froops in the field and was at the same time appraised on

‘he progress of the focused military operations. Several media wete also among the contingent and able to see
sirst-hand the situation and the untiring efforts of troops to pursue the ASG.

Asked by media on the complexity of the operation, Brig. Gen. Dela Vega said “it will just be a matter of time
before our troops will engage the ASG and punch a decisive blow into their ranks and leadership®.

When asked by media on particular advantage of the ASG on terrain familiarity, Col Jesus Mananguil of
: 01Bde said, “the familiarity of terrairi is & noted advantage to them as of now but as our iroops conduct more
operations and patrols and become more familiar with the terrain, we will negate that advantage and we will

deliver a decisive blow against the ASG.

Media and NGOs accompanying the visit marvelled at the scenic beauty of the place from Patikul to Talipao.
Col Jose Faustino of 501Bde said “We have to cleanse Sulu of the scourge of the Abu Sayyaf and make this

place peaceful so that economic activity and tourism will prosper”.

The latest tally of ASG killed is 59 (32 in Sulu, 27 in Basilan) while govt troops suffered 18 killed in action (15 in
Sulu, three in Basilan); 28 wounded in action (27 in Sulu, one in Basilan). JTFS / MCAG

2
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Duterte to US troops: Leave Mindanao or Abus
will kill you

By Alexis Romero (philstar.com) | Updated September 12, 2016 - 5:38pm

Presiders Linerte saic the Abu Sayvaf bandits hate the UE so much that they are r2ady to lll any Amarcan they aia
iee STARFile

IMANILA, Philippines — After blasting the United States (US) for supposedly interfering with his anti-drug war,
President Rodrigo Duterte said American troops in Mindanao should leave as they are in danger of being

abducted by terrarist group Abu Sayyaf.

Duterte said the Abu Sayyaf bandits hate the US so much that they are ready to kill any American they wouid
see.
“The special forces, they have to go. They have to go in Mindanao. There are many whites there,” the

president said during the oath taking of new appointees Meonday in Malacafian,

“f they see an American, they would kill him. They would demand ransom then kill him. Even if you're a black
or white American as long as you are an American,” he added.

Some US troops have been deployed in Zamboanga City to assist Philippine security forces in its campaign

against terrorists.

Since the Constitution prohibits foreign troops from engaging in direct combat operations, the U3 soldiers
sssist the military through training and information sharing.

Duterte said he could not express the sentiment during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations meet in
Laos last week, which was also attended by US President Barack Obama.

“| could not speak then out of respect and | do not want & rift with America. But they have to go,” the president

said.
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intel at Naval ops pinalakas ng AFP sa Tawi-
Tawi

By Bombo Anne Soberano

Nasa proseso pa ang pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) sa pag validate sa panibagong
report na may tationg Malaysians ang dinukot ng mga hinihinalaang miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla na may natanggap na repart ang militar subalit
kasalukuyan nila itong bina-validate.

Sa ngayon kasi lalo pang pinalakas ng militar ang kanilang operasyon sa probinsiya ng Sulu na layon mailigtas
ang mga bihag ng bandidong grupo.

Sa kabilang dako, kumikilos na rin ngayon ang intelligence community ng militar sa southern Philippines para i-
monitor ang presensiya ng mga abductors kasama ang kanilang tatlong bihag.

Pinalakas din ng Philippine Navy ang kanilang naval operations sa karagatan ng Tawi-Tawi at Sulu.

Batay sa report naganap ang pagdukot sa may karagatan ng Sabah malapit sa isang tourist resort sa Pulau
Pom Pom sa Sempornah.

Nasa pitong armadong kalalakihan ang dumukot sa tationg bihag at dinala patungo sa southern Philippines
area.

Ang panibagong insidente ng pagdukot ay kinumpirma mismo ni Eastern Sabsh Security Comimand
Commander Datuk Wan Abdul Bari Abdul Khalid kung mismo ang may ari ng fishing trawler ang nag report sa
kanila.

Batay sa report naganap ang pagdukot bandang alas-10:20 ng gabi noong Sabado.

Samantala, ayon naman kay Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom) spokesperson Maj. Felimonm Tan
na nagsasagawa na rin ngayon ng intelligence operations ang mga tropa ng Joint Task Force Tawt-Taw! at

Naval Forces

Western Mindanao.

Sinabi ni Tan na nag established na rin sila ng mga security points sa mga posibleng ruta ng KFRG.
Dagdag pa ni Tan na ongoing na ang kanilang koordinasyon at intelligence sharing sa kanilang counterpart
ang ESSCOM.
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Lorenzana to meet with US defense chief to
tackle security issues

By: Frances Mangosing

DATU ODIN SINSUAT — Defense Secretary Deffin Lorenzana will fly to Honolulu in Hawaii at the end of the
month to meet with US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter and his counterparts in the ASEAN to discuss
security issues including the South China Sea dispute and terrorism.

“"Ang pag-uusapan namin ay seguridad ng South China Sea, seguridad natin against terrorism at saka yung
iba pang pwedeng problema sa kaligtasan natin,” he told reporters on the sidelines of turnover rites at Army's

&th Infantry Division here.
A ruling in July by an international tribunal court

claims in the South China Sea.

favored the Philippines in its case agamnst China's massive

‘Rock solid’ ties with US
Despite the tirades of President Rodrigo Duterte that led to the calling off a bilateral meeting with the United

States at the ASEAN Summit in Laos, Lorenzana said the relationship between the two countries has not

changed.
“|t's strong. Malakas yan ..Rock solid nga sabi ng mga Amercans dyan ang defense relationship because US

ang ating military ally. The Mutual Defense Treaty which was signed in the 1950s and it's still there. Hindi

naman namin inabrogate yun,” he said.
“Ang sabi lang ni Presidente we are also going to talk with others kung sino ang makakapagbigay ng

magandang equipment to strengthen our defense alliance and we will do that but we will still have an alliance
with the United States, * he also said.

FA-50s for training
The defense secretary also defended Duterte's wrong reference of the FA-50 lead-in fighter trainer jets

supposedly purchased from the United States instead of South Korea.
In his speech to the Filipino community in Indonesia last week, the President criticized the jsts given by the

United States. The brand new jets were bought from South Korea.
“Mukhang nagkamali lang siya. Yung FA-50 is from South Korea, sabi niya dalawa iang eh hindi 12 yan. Yung

10 i-deliver pa lang,” he said.
He said the purchase of the FA-50s was necessary because it will train Air Force pilots until the government

can afford real fighter planes like the F15 fighter jets.
“Ang nakita kong justification nung pagkuha ng past administration is the lead-in fighter kasi to eh, ibig sabihin

pwede gawing trainer, pwede ring gawing fighter. Ang mga pilote dyan matagal ng hindi nakkahawak ng fighter
planes so hindi natin pwede isabak agad sa real fighter planes... !t takes years to train fighter pilots. ltong FA-
50 ito yung una muna and then later on if we have the capabilities to purchase the real fighter planes we will

still do that,” Lorenzana said.
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