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S’I‘AR‘ tﬁat- they have re- of I

‘quested the names of the ' 'C
- 13-judges in the list, but .
arcotics.agency:
~has refused-to share: the

the anti

1nfo1ma on, i
‘Hadk PDEA shamd 1ts

. 'hst with the SC, s fact-

' -findmg and administea- -
tive investigation — in--
: cludm inventoty of drug

L ca ﬁ d-by: these,‘_j_
 the findings of the: panel

wotld have im-

mediately started, the 8C-
Qifxma]s Iamented -

tomoRey :efBag-ulot_lty :
er the probe by a”

- special fack-findinig panel

led- by retived associate '

justice Robetto Abad, the !
5C ordered an admnqu

trative- mveshgauon of
Reyes while it cleared the

three other fudges,

“Thehigh triburial: cited

thdt Re had: accepted -

Turn to. Page 14

=t




- casés based on affidavits of

 moriey for dismissal of drig . th

~-several: witnesses and liti- - Menanid,

gants involved-in the alleged -

_ Reyes-had denied the all

‘gations, saying the acquittals

“werebased solely onevidence,

Onthecase of Dagala, while
he was cleared by the 8C.
panel in the nareo list, he was

dismissed. from the judiciary

casein 2017, .

over another administrative

. video brandishing an-M-16
-~ riflewhile shouting invectives
at his neighbors over displite

in property and.also after it.
- -was found that the judge had

children with anotherwoman,
. Meanwhile, the Depatt-
ment of Justice (DOQJ) said it

will alsolook into the alleged’

involvement of several pros-

. ecutorsin illegal drug trade'in -

~."Onceidenti dt
~scintilla of evidence; I'm
" will lead the inve tion: -~ ther:
against thém. That (involve- in
“ment:of prosecutors inillegal
~drug. trade) is just unaccept-
_ . : . able) Guevarrasaid. -
.- Dagala-was found guilty. - He stregsed -
- of immorality and gross mis- a
conduct after being caught on: * aze &
it comes to
-government

prosecute drug suspeécts, -

vestig:

sk

gal drugs — especial
s. tasked to

~Guevaira said his: office

“would coordinate with PDEA -
director general Aaron Aquino
for the conduct of a paralle!
investigation by the National

Bu_reQuiof_InveSt'igai__iOn (NBI),

" dhiat
 with

: “yet
vy it his © j
46 politicians named by the.

ke fact-finding and Taw en-

mentaim of the DOJ,

’DEA and DOJ can .do
o1 vestigationsif PDEA.
shiate its:injta]
‘information with

k}e?.s’g_’_ajgl SN

andihere's but

' Hist aré not:
apriority as they arefocus- -
their validation efforts on
the case build-up. against the

President, -

. Aquinosaid the list ofjudges;

prosecutors and other drug.
personalities ~ including 31 -

c‘eIeb‘riti_es—-w()uldlsl:ill-undergo
“-validation; whichhe said would.

“take time.




FROM AT

': By Jhesset o. Enarlo
@IhessetEnanoINQ

Human rlghts and farmms
groups and . the ‘Catholic
‘Chuzch on Sunday condemned
the killings of 14 farmers it
‘Canlaon City and two towns in
Negros Oriental province,
denying police claims that the
victims - were . . communist
" rebels who had. v1olently Te-
sisted arrest.
The Unyon ng mga Mang

gagawa sa Agrikultura (UMA).

called for an independent.in-

vestigation after the Phlhp :
pine Natlonal Police -insisted
that the 14 were: commu_nist-
rebels: who were killed when

they opened fire on security

- forces who were serving war-’

rants of arrest onthem on Sat-
urday.

(CHR) ordered an investigation
of the killings in Canlaon City

and the towns of Manjuyod
and Santa Catalina, saying it

wanted to ascertain the truth
behind what the police called
“legitimate operation.”

Respdndmg quickly, - the
Commission on Human Rights.

Pohce blamed
UMA also.called on Negrcs

: Onental Gov. Roel Déganto-arid
B mdependent bodies to irivesti-
.gate ‘the- killings, . ‘which ‘the
gioup. blamed on the' regmnal .
-forces.of the PNP and thermili-

tary; mcludlng the Special Ac-

" tion Forces and the Regmnal
- Mobile Rorce Battalion. '

" .:The group . said - among

- those killed-were eight farmers
from Canlaon -City—brothers’

Ismael and Edgardo Avelino;
Melchor Pafares and his son
Matlo; Rogelio Recomono and.
his sen Ricky; Gonzalo Rosales
ami Genes Palmares.

_Edg_m'do Av_ehno was te-”
. portediy the chair .of Hugpong

Kusog sa Mag-uuma sa Can-
taon'City, 4local chapter of:the
national farmers' organization
Kilusang Magbubukld ng Pilip-
inas (KMP).- -

An. Manjuyod farmers Steve
Arapoc and Manuleé Martin,
and barangay - captains
Valentin Acabal of Kandabong
and-Sonny Palagtiw of Panciao
werekii_ied;’i' :

Slain in Santa Catalina were
Franklin Lariosa and Ano Eno-
JO Rapada

‘Church workers
UMA said  police also ar-
rested 12 other people, includ-
ing another KMP leader.
Azucena Garubat, a sister of
the Avelines, was among those
arrested, .

S

San Carlos Blshop Gerardo :
Alminaza said” i a post on

‘ CBCPNews the' official news

service of the Catholic Bishops’

_ Conference of the: Philippines

{(CBCP); that one of those killed

~Was a lay minister at Canlaon

pansh and the parish-adminis-
“tratot “can vouch for his’ moral
character” - -

"Others: « were not even
shown the supposed arrest pa-
pers. Some of those killed be-
longed to our mission station
in ‘Masulong,” Alminaza said,
demanding an investigation of
the slayings :amid mounting
claims. of human nghts vmla-'
tmns '

Ensure due process
'I‘he bistiop appealed to the
authontles to ensure due pro-

" cess was-observed and. human

rights respected m carrymg
outtheir duties.

“We don't want-to tum’ our
beautlful islandiof Negrosinto
akilling field, " Alminaza said.

The: PNP insisted that Sat-
urday s police-operations were
legmmate, as-the officers-were
serving court- issued arrest
warrants,

Police Col, Bernard Banac
said the 14 were killed because
they had vmlently resisted ar-
rest,

“Weare sure that there was
resistance because our. PNP
personnel would not use force

if there was no threat to their

lives,” Banac said in a radio in-
terview on Sunday,



Attacks onauthont;es S

‘Police Col: Raul Tacacy, Ne-

gros Oriental pelice director,’
" said Mario Pafiares was not the
subject of a warrant, but he en-
gaged the officers. who had

come to. arrest it father and
was.shot dead. :

. 'Tacaca issued; a statement
saying the-operations were.cat-

ried out. after severadl attacks on
pohce and xmhtary forcesi inthe

provmce by" criminals, Hiclud-
ing communist New . People’ s. :

Army (N; PA) rebels. -

. Heé said the- subjects of the :
- arrest warrants were suspect-
_ed members.and supporters.of .
_the NPA. '

“They were suspected of
being the ones who: aftacked

and killed policemen and sol-’
* diers here,” Tacac’a 'tol'd --the--]n-

quirer; . . .
“But Cynthla Avelmo demed'

that her father and-ncle were
communist . rebels and that ‘

they were-armetl. -

“My father was su:kly and
avoided even farguments], He .

was a farmer and a ‘habal-ha-

bal' (metorcycle for hire) driver -

who was trying to earna living

peacefully,” she told the In-

quirer.

mdependently, eas= initial re:
‘ports;pointed topolice miscon-
duct.

© "Tt's unconscmnabte that
violence like ‘this seems to be

getting worse in Negros,” said

. Carlos: Conde the. groups

Phlhppme researcher.
- Rights group Katapatan al-

. so.condemned the killings and-'_
. called for an independent in-
: vestigation. gaying Negros had

beer 4 “consistent . target”- ‘of

; helghtened pohce and mllltary

operations.”

L

of Negros

ident.

“ﬁ.'_'-"In""‘iNovember Tast year.s '

cane farmers;

: of Negros," said, UMA chair, An~

IFlores
‘the-- Army's " “ggth’
BngademSaturd

Lo ‘Policy okal!ing
- The National Federatmn of

‘ Sugar ‘Workers: said it saw a:
“pattein” in the attacks that

"showed the: “ruthless policy of
klIlmg" under the Duterte ad--
mln:stratlon
:The, group-said-it expected
the kllhngs to -spread to the.
_northem and southern-parts:
-Occidental
provmce where several farm-
ers’ organizations reportedly
faced intensified: military op-.
erations ~WITH REPORTS - FROM

) JEANNE?“I'E I ANBRADE, PA‘I'IHCIA

DEN]SE M, CHIU; TINA G, SANTOS,
NESTOR P, BURGOS JR, CARLA P

'=eumzznub AP INQ

of lawlessness, after 'the'
attack on ‘nine, sugar-: ¥

" lawlessness: ‘against the- people'

“group:- imphcated :
Infantly '
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:.recently conicluded BEA' Annu
- Corivention in Hairian, China. - -_
‘In héer speech, the leader of‘ ‘

Speaker Gloria Macapagal

‘ Alroyc metwith Chinese Premier.

Li Kegiang. and effxcmls )

“the House of Representatlves_ S

-

“described the’ BFA d1scusslon as '_
“valuable” as it mamly C vewd- fe
i the darectmn Chmals takmg on its_ {0y 0,

- -with a free market,” Arroyo said,

~“China has shown the World: .
* thatyou canhaveyom QW applied
. of development using your o own’ diversit
- hilstorical experienice; espeuaily
China in the last 40 years, Since -
the openmg'of China 40 years -
: ago it has transformed itself, it -
is the world’s’ ieadlng growth, ..
B ~to. corpect misimpressions. that -

unmatched in history.”-

Arroyo sald 400 mﬂhon.people'

: ”Clnna ha‘s gwen s the: lessen
-that there is:just not one pa’ch for 151
; development -bccause Ppiior o
“China's experience, it was thought :
- thatthe only way:to development_“
is the: Western style model of Jef-
fersoman democracy and coupled.

determines the development’ _aths m Hni

: mid opening up. as it
: 'beceme apattner in development.
~"And as it is poised. to lead.
- global economy,.it should not
‘be tieated as a compehtm‘ or &
- threat,” Arroyo said.

< "The- Phlhppmes actua]ly has
been mvestmg in. Ch1 _c.for uﬂc '

thoughts on' thc mosf ple‘;smg ig-
suesin the region and the wogld, -
She noted Cluna s remaikabfe

4 ! ; : :sm_ne-.,tinie,-
: Chma is also now mvastmg mote
Tand: mom in) ‘the Pluhp pmee,” she
“added. - _
T Gg. LIns must be i WiR-Win s0-
lutmn E01 the developmg wml@ ”

that COUI'LU xes COLlld '10089

@Eama is partnea*
“The former premdcnt also tmed

Beljing is-a threal to the region‘in

-

J




- "Let’s find out: ,
indeed stipulations which .
are too favorable to China,

* because many were saying -
the terms are very disadvanta- -
-geous to the-country,” Drilon -
" told dzBB. “Letus review and -
expose the terms. We owe it
to the public, becauge it is the -

BYPAOLOROMERO

o AR e by Y

The Philippinies would be -

better off if it fescinds Chi-
nese loan contracts. and pay

.the corresponding penalties:

if they are found to be disad-.

“yantageous, Sénate:Minority . -any':
Leader Franklin Drilon said . by

yesterday as he pressed anew . ‘Beijin
for a comprehensive review. . 81
- of official development
“tanice (ODA)and other financ- -

ing contracts.- with China; -

~ He'said the review would .
make sure the country doees -
not fall into a debt trap where -
its-vital resourees:are taken. .

away aspayment.. - . .

p_uﬁl-ic;-:.-thrqu%—]h their taxes,
“whorwill pay t S
" “Some lawmakers and ex-

eloan” " -

perts-as well as concerned

. groups have strongly warned
against accepting the ODA’

and other financing schemes

‘being dangled by Beijing espe-

cially those that stipulate:the
seizure of the government’s

58ig~

if there-ate -

pattimoriial assets in the event
. the country defaults, = = -

.+ While: the Duterfe admin-
istration insists that the patrs
monial agséts are well-defined, -
‘the loans are allegedly gov- .
‘erhed by Chinese laws and
esolved

‘Chico' River irrigation project -
where China could reportedly
“seize 6l and:gas resources in
.the West Philippine Sea if the
“governmerit defaults on the
“loan based on details of the -
~agresment between the. two
“codntries; o
-7 The Senate economic af--

fairs .committee, chaired by -
Sen. ‘Sherwin :Gatchalian, is
‘cartently conducting an‘in-

contracts. .
" Drilon said a review; and
possible: cancellation of the

“loan agreements, is riotunusu-
“al ag the country has doneitin
the past when the government
found: some financing con- .

tracts to be disadvantageous

and even onerous: - -
* 'Hecited the counlry’s pre-

vious expetience when then

‘president Benigno Aquino

quity into the Chinese loan

111 reviewed the §43T-million -
“Northrail project, which he
subsequenitly cancelled when-
it ' was found to be grossly

‘dissidvantageous to the Philip-

_pine government,. ©. ..

- We paid for some ‘stipy~

i

Jated damages but our :{udg~ i
~ment catlds that it (Nothrail) -
. -was really disadvantageous

to-our people;” he explained. .

-+ ."The: senator also-added
“that both Malaysia and the
US have separately warned
~the Philippines against being

ensnared by a debt trap. aris-
ing from huge Chinese loans, :

noting that Malaysian Prime -
‘Minister Mahathir Mohamacl,
in- 2018 cancelled: twio- miajor
- infrastructure projects by Chi-

nese.companies in Malaysia.
- A similar cancellation, he

- also said, can be done in the
‘country -even if the contracts
have already been approved

by the National Eceriémic

and Development Authority
(NEDA) and Malacafiang. -~
- - 8enate Piesidént Pro Tem-

pore Ralph Recto and Gatchal-
. ian earlier sai¢l Congress can -

block or mandate the rene-
gotiation of loan agreements -
between the Philippines and
China if lawmakers find-the .

 terms to be disadvantageous
Or Onerous. - ' '



_contracts-the. gove

 Chinese investors

1. The senators welcommed "
- the move of the Department _

of Finance (DOF)ito publicly -

the foa
rnm

disclose the-details o

entered into with China—in: . “Cg

cluding the P18-billion Kaliwa " ar
- Damproject-but warned that . .y,
this would not stop theSenate  tha
. and House of Represeitatives -

fromscyutinizing the contracts
_for quest:ion’ab_lgé_'Qr-—diSa'dwan—"- :
‘tageous provisions: Ll prog
R -1 not saying these.con- " Ace

on other countries that have

 beencaughtin:Chinese ODA,”

Recto earlier said. ..

to be treated well’

‘Meanwhile, an official ‘'of
the Chinese embassy inManila
. assured prospective investors -
- that; the Philippines would .
serve Chinese busingssmen -
- “well” when they come to the
~ country toinvest, A
. JinYuan, commercial coun- - _ our
from other countries;

sellor-of the embassy; ‘wel-

comed prospective. investors: :
from China during a speech at

the Philippines-China Summit

~for future construction, -
- Citing statistics from the
Department of Finance (DOF), -

- ofitstotal debt, whiclis mitch

actively supports the
tion of the-Duterte ad

tracts are ‘onerous. T don’t  ernme -projec
~mind Chineseloans—T'mwill- - _Hina’s:grants;
- Ingtotestthembut therehave ™ the Philipp
- been ‘many concerns from -
-our counitrymien and' experts: .~
as well .as. d-isjmfbin% reports -

1ePasig River
and the Chico River Puamp.
hirigation Project. .-

- Healso said that other proj-

ects—Kaliwa dam, Manila-

- Bicol railway, Subic-Clark

railway, and five bridges over
Pasig River—are all prepared

Philippines’ cutrent debt from,
China'is less than one percent

lower than the amount coming

. He stressed that China’s
loan procedures and staridards
are strictly inaccordance with

HOmE] ;préetice -'ar,td"ﬂ_iét- ,
 rates-and ‘costs are

the loa

‘There is no factual ba-
7 those who advocate

ifig . “Chira’s debt will trigger the
ent. - Philippines’ to fall into he 50~
- called China debt trap., Let
T -lfo'rge_t_. -about these meaning--
- legs:

ety

for-International. Coopera-
~tion to be held.in:Beljing this
‘month, o BT

.- Philippine’ Ambassador
‘to China Chito Sta, Romana
said the Belt and Road forum
18 to.explore where there can
be complementarity between
Duterte’s Build Build Build -
“and the Belt'and Road initias

. “tive, ‘because both focus on

infrastructure development, -

During the visit of Chinese
President Xi Jinping to Manila
- In:Noveniber, Duterte and the
. Chinese leader. decided tg.6l-

- ‘evate their counries’ relations

toa” comprehensive strategic
cooperation” as they “con-
tinue to manage contentious -
Issues? in the West Philippine

_ .Sea.i__ = With Pia Lee-Brago



;md photographs to back up hls_ p
allegations. : B
vdon stressed that xt is
me for' law ‘enforcement
xes, Jarticularly the.
ine Drug Enforcement__
(PDI}A), 10 arrest Acierto,
n't foree that on'me, They

R P" hillion worth of selzed
i b

" By Matlo J. Mallari

should arrest !um (Aclerto) .
f Géneral Albayalde, ‘General-
Agiino arresthim,” said Goxdon :
-referring to- Pluhppme Natmnal -
Police chief General Osery
Albayalds and PDEA Director
Gcnexal Aal'on Aquino. .
Turn fop&ga.?



',.Do_rt.’_tt fer'ceﬁtﬁe,t. on me.

~They should 'errest him

n'om paye 1

Aclerto is-a polluted source -
dueé to the cases he was involved -

in such ag. the. alleged sale of - e

arms to the’ New People 5 Army.
At the same time, Goidon

.questmned the timing: of'._,.r e
.- Acierto’s resurfacing which s addda

" was-immediately followed by a
- resolutiont of detained Sen, %Lella;- o
de-Lima. ulgmg 1nvestigat10_n__ef :

_ Acierto’s ‘allegations:
“ignless there

e used by tim?” asked Gordon
ot radio .

" "Who filed the 1esolutlen? It's
- Senator De Lima. . 1 réspect her-
“but p10v1de evidence, where is’

the evidence?" he. added: -
Tronically, De Lima is: ‘detained

; for allegedly receiving- drug
- { ‘money:from convicted inmates

- while: sxttmg g3 Justice secretary
':(iurmg the time -of former [
H President Neynoy Aqizino, o

Gordon relterated that Acierto

: ctaims agamst the Presxdent an.
18! new .

ev1denee and ‘who-is:using: him
and who is allowing themselves o - executive session. at the:Senate .

if e has more’ “crédible: and’
-ehppmgs. L
: -himse]f admltted “th'

- aNot:even an iota.of evidence; gt $hi
; ther_e js none.,wéhave fo be fair,*

Aelerto was even effel
become state witness. during: an

solid -evidence ‘to" back up his: .
allegatmns but apparently he-had: .However, a,sule from .
nothing-mere than the newspapel_ .j ‘pictures of news: artlcles,
U he:never presented any::
'ether evidence.; e

'- Absolute zero
‘Gordon -said: that.Ae'

nar cetlcs trade.

‘and: yeu Tnovithe Preﬂdent he’s

inathe-s edla and it turned oet-
‘that he is cintently under the.
“ploteetmn” ofa lehgmub gwup '_:

Fe'mel Special Assxstaut to.- _Aeierte was even offered

esu:lent a,nd senatoual..- 4

. g - .
“at the Senate if he has.:
'more:-credlble and solid

SLPH ;tlv .of legltnnate:

' "'everythmg is 1egel "Go
mng a. Pasay eampelgn :

Nmse _alse from Sehio 3 _
Malacenang, mea.nwhlle,.

3 "‘-descx ihiad Jude:Sabio; the lawyer -
~who: filed a communication .
_'-before‘ftl_ie_j_Ii‘t_te_matienal=G_1!imin&l
“Court accusing ‘the President
— - of eemmlttmg orimes against
:' ‘humanity;. ‘as” “hallucinating”
~after the fm mer’claimed he was.

: :.heing halassed by the Duterte

' admmlstiatlon :

8 wan‘ant ef arfest for a
deficiency in the Malldately
Continuing Legal Educatmn,”
Panelo s*ucf .
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PH, US, Australia join w

' AT LEAS’I‘ 7. 550 Flllpmo Amerxcar
and. . Australian, troops . will: " he
‘participating in: this year’s “Bahlcatan” -can-be broken-dowir |
. exercises which will I‘ounally staftApnl"_ for: the Armed Forcé
I' andiénict on:the 12th, _ _ .50 the -inter-operability  of” Pparticipating -
“This was. disclosed - Ty - Phlhppme from: theAusﬁahanDefenseF oree. : . fmces -aside- frony - Iughhghtmg [0tig- -
"'Bahkatan” public affairs officer, Lt, - - Vidallon . added’ that ‘the Austlalmn-_ standing: military refations between the
Cmdr, Lxele Vldallon inan interview pamc:lpation xs possﬂ)le as exemzses are’ 'Phll:ppmes cmd the US PNA

multlla ol for thig year. . L
Bx CISGV venues Will:by n,,Northem

The “Bahkatan”gﬂ 19 atms to enhance



Defense chlef denies
China‘scare tactncsg,;_i

: By Nat Marlano

- THF xeport that 600 e mcse vessels
* had. 'lllega,dly beetr circling: Pag~aqa Is~_
- land in the Wast Ph;hppme Sea since
*Januaty this year was Just.an “exaggu- o
. ated-claim,”an official said Sunday. .

- dwing. fhe RPOC [R !
- Ovder. Council] “meeting,” Lorc,nzana _
. fold the Mianila: St_a_n;lard__

S
L April 2019

“Defense - Secretary: Delfin Lo:en:za—
nia said the Western Comimand- of {lie,
- Armed Forees of the Phthppmcs “hever
 said” that hundreds.of Chingse vessels
wew navigating around. the Phll:ppme :
-claimed Pag-asa Tsland, . - :
~ - “That [report]-is accmdmg

- povtei who was ihere ,
nal Peace and

He made the statement even as an.ana-

lyst warned Sunday the Chiriese vessels:

that had" been circling' Pag-asa Island in

the West Philippine Sca-were pait of'the

-intimidation tactics meant to.give Bex_ung
control of the strategic waterway,

- The Philippine. military .on Fnda)é e;.c-_'
pressed alarm ‘at the -presence -of soime

600:Chinese vessels near the sandbar:.
“They have been a critical part of Chi-

nese - intimidation around. the: Senkaku :

Islands - in ‘the South China Sea,” said

“retired-US. Navy captain Carl Schustet,

former director of the US Pacific: Cam-

'mand’s joint mtellxgence center, © .

<In-a report-by ABS-CBN News, AFP
“Western Cominand- chief Elpidio Factor
said. “the foretgn vessels' monitored in
Pag-asa Island were all Chinese ﬁshmg

vessols  deployed m the v1c1mty of the
~sandbar” :

“Thiese vessels. are consxdered Chinese-
maritime - militia and are occasionally. .
. complemented by Chinese; Coast Guard

Next paqe -

, aroug Shoal.~ "+
then. éssed the poss1b11- ‘

_ ; g .
: Bel_]mg fiext manth fer the 2nd elt 'and
‘=Roacl Forum:

" ‘Senatorial candldate Gary Alegano erit--
ditlie Buterte adrinistration follow-

: mg the'i issue,. lambastmg the. government

“for.its alleged failute- to act on his warn-,

ings’about the presence of Chinese ves-

sels néar Pag-asa Tsland in the contested
" waiers. :

“The: government has been war ned two

‘years apo, but [the] President. and his co-

hotts only. downplayed the incidents. Not -

B once did-the President take sermus!y ‘the
- jssue’of China taking away cur temtory

and: abusmg our fisheimen and soldlers
Algjano said in a Statemént:

“As I have said before; China wﬂl
continue to assert control in the Pag-asa
Istand sandbars despite the ‘ﬁuendly te-

' lations that the adtninistration is trymg to

_ foster,” Alejano said, . ;

i *“The sandbars are. cntical 1o Chmas
'clalm on the Subi Reef, If ‘China seizes
_Sandy Cay, they will be able to claim

. Subi Reef as’ _part of the temtorlai seaof -

Sandy Cay




~one- “thing.from the: people he ..
-appomts o government posn—l :

‘his presidential appointees. wlt_h

By Julie M. Aurelic
@]MAurehoINQ

Président’ Duterte only expects:'.-_tary and:police: officials,

tions:honesty. . :
The President said he chose

'Davaocwymayor : o

‘Recycling
- Last weele, he vowed to fite.
* mbre government offlmals for‘_
. allegations: of corruption; -say=
mg he will sack them this week.
However, Mr.. Duterte -has
been crmcwed for* recyclmg" offt-

“the publlc and government ‘g
best interest in mind, defending
his preference for refired mlll- ,

: o "My selectlon, really. is ‘ba— :
. sed on what is to. the beést. inter—
“ast of the pubhc and the govern— ;

\ Presn_ient;said

. clalswho have fatled to defeat cor-.,
* ruption in their’ ofﬁces, assignmg

them toothet govemmem posts.

“In: s speech inKoronadal -
Clty, ithe Président defended :

anew his’ preference for ap-

pointing - fetited military -and

police officials to civillan posi-
tionsin the government NG

ient: That'sdt. T don’t ask for
anything élse, just honesty,” the-

als-he named to
sts,.. he said:
“These. are the giys Wwho stayed
long: enuugh to know the art-of
govemance And )ust tn be hon-

est; that s all m :
Mr Duterte made the remarks

.. in-a PDP- Labart campaign rally in

Vi South Cotabato, )

o1 Tuesd_a astweek
The: President is: I(nown for B

Komnadal -G

his zero tolerance stam:e ontot-

ruption; and: has fired eventhose.’
__close to h:m durmg hlS days as:'i :
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""" . :"? 6 ‘ :":an amphibmus exerc:1se i Zam-.
fr_om the_ Pl}ihppines the Um_ted bales. special operations train-.
States and Australia willtake part: & Cin 'Ifernate and Sangley '

to- shoulder) LKE‘_ C

arn. ,a_l___n_d Southern, exe cise A, PalaWan

* i Theig. dre-around 30 comi=
-.mumty relations activities slat-+
.. -ed for the Bahkat --JEANNE‘I‘TE f
B B ANDRADE INQ SRR+

. : L

 lateraltos muldlateral activity, .- 1l
. The Balilatan'exercises; which . to Apt hi
ofﬁcially k:c;k off on Monclay, wﬂl-___ arms live fire ex

)}
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S_ta!;es _and.'the _Phlhppmes

" “Balika

: About4090 Phihppme‘troo;)s, 3,500
Americari soldiers, and 50 Austra—
_lian; Defence__Fo: ce (ADF) members
il participate in the: ‘biggest- annual | ang pe
mlhtary exere:se between the Umted . tobeatt

1y



_ _2019

.Madngal Jr Cal :
; Lt Gen Gﬂbertl Gapay,f "

3 the US and the Phlhppmes.

Throughout Exercise Bahké'tan, the.-.' ]

' operaﬁéns, ﬂve-ﬁre traimng urban dpera- -
uons, aviation operahons, and counterter—

rorlsm I'ESPOI'ISB

e}'s, this s ‘the first timethat new and - times
more sop}usticated fighter jets from the a5y
“United States will be ised during this

year's exercises. -

S "Phig willbe the ﬁrstExermse Bahka
tan to inicorgorate the USS Wasp paired
with the United States-Marines Corps”

- B35B Lightuning I alicraft, ‘Together -

" gaid,

they represent an increase in milifary

capability comumitted to a free and open.

Indo-Paclﬁc," the’ Us Ballkatan orgamz

“ersdisclosed. .~
5, - USS Wasp (LHD-1), lsaUmbedStates :

Navy multipurpose amphibious ‘assault
s]np, and the lead ship of her class; She
isthe tenth USN vessel to h_ea_x_' the name

-tion where thé ohservers can mul;u-'r-.

ally exchange meanmgﬁxl ideas and best'

thi'oligh military exchanges.

. "Exercises like Balikatan strengmen. - 'Pag-A
international partnerships arid the: pai
* ticipating militaries’ abilities. to' rapidly
- regpond. to crises throughiout: the Indo-

- 'Pac:ﬁc regian,“ the Bahkatan orgamzers- ;
o p}oyedtoconducthealth engagementsin
~the areas. Communities Willbenefitfrom

The AI‘P Northern Luzon Command

~will: exercise command, control, and
. supervision. in unplementmg the rules

and regulations for visiting forces as well

~ as'monitor all BK35-2019 training events -
.which will be: conducted on 1ts area of .

responsmmty

'-V?Cm.c Actlon Prhgrafn last Mareh 12,.in
Tarlac, Batangas, Laguna, and; Bataan .

: o Eiementary Schoal in Bulsa, San Juan, ;
.multmat&ona! mteroperabihty- L i ;

, '8 N o
ihin: Northern Luzon Command area -
of responsibility. ;
- Prior to'the openmg of the exerelses,

‘ .} 'Fihpmo"Amencan and Australian forces’

ir Engmeermg

ré the Don Euloglo Luistro |

‘Balian, Pangil Laguna. i
Elémentary School‘in; Orani,

_.Bataan Province: The local government”

" of Brgy San P
~.receive aorie-story medical clinic.

PedmmMoncada, Tarlacwill -

- Medical teams have -also! been. de: i

free consultations, hygiene kits disteibu:

tion, feeding program, and veterinary
- care. The'teamswill also share informa-

tion.on fpmlly planning, health, environ- -

. mient protection; and disaster prepared- ,

ness. (Francls T Wakeﬁeld)




o The Manila Thines | L

o
Thas w:ll be the ﬁrst Bahkatan_

_ : : M:ndaro, Tarlac, Zambales and
-'-.'exer(:!s $ mvolvmg the’US Navy-’ : ,

over the weekend It cames "
© . 35B Lightning 2 alrcraft of the:US’- he
~MatineCorps. . - )
L Also aboard the Shlp are mem-‘-- : mty relatlons -actlvnt:es,.
bers.of the US ‘Marines from . “tatian, and cmc programs, among-
' i e Aif others,’-

‘dthyMarine REglment Ap

. About 7,500 troops- from the " Quezor
 Armed Forces.of the. Phlllppmes
- and. theé US ‘mili Hj :
-exemse_s__Qf the

y Armed‘Forces chief Gen,
L '_jamm Madrigal Jr., ‘Defense
o ndersecretary Cardozp Lunaand
O f mthe US F:fty-_ * major service commanders from
Ar "ps w11!.come from Austraha . the: Phlhppme Army; Pluhppme
i - Navy, Philippine:Air Foree aiid
"Philippine Matine Corps asguests,
L Latndewill represent Defense
Secretaiy Delfiri Lorenzana, who |
_ - isinthe Umted States, .
:provmces 0 _.Bataan, Batangas,~: ' DEMPSEY REVES

e S e

the' Ba!lkatan, said. fapan wori
f‘pamupate this year, -
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: 12 Apni
" This Was tsclosed by Phlhppme _
"‘Balzkatan” publi¢ affairs officor,
Lt Cmd, Liezl deailon, on Sunday

‘of the: Phlhppmes, 8,600 fromj
‘United Statesside and 50 from the
Australian Defense Force W 1f'=take:

" oxercises

. "'Aii "u'nd r

Vldallon said some. 4,000
pelsonnel from the Arned: Forces

paut in the exercises

He ‘added the: Austiallan '

pal mclpauon is: posqlble as. exemlses

-are multilateral for this year:

Exelclse venues “will be- in
_Noltheln and:Southerr Luzon,

Objectwes for “Balikatan" 2019
are {0 enhance the inter-operability |

of* parttc;patmg forces’ ‘aside from

' hlghhghtmg iong-standmg military

relations between the Phlilpplnes

and the U8,
“The Phlhppmes has: long been in

: partnershlp with the armed forces

of several countries: although the
US is still the*AFP's major
partner in the recent
decadeS\j ADC

the -

Page: 3
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‘] allkata

Agumaldo are“Armed Forces chref i
“Gen, BenjaminMadiigal Jr, USAm-
“bassador Sung Kim, a0d, Defense"'

BY wcron REYES

-'THE annual, huge-sca!e mﬂ.ltary

training “Balikatan™ is set to start.”

today, with some 4,000. Frhpmo s+ Lt, Cmdr: Liezl M. Vidallon,

and 3,500 American troopers , "Bahkatan exercise directot on the -

participating in the. event which is.
meant. to imptove the interopet-.
ability of ‘the two Philippines: and
the US to réspond to. threats, -
‘The numbet of Fihpmo par~
ticipants in this year’s two-week
Balikatan is about 1,000 less than
in last year’s exércise while the Us .

‘serit 500 more.

Among those expected to attend
the opening ceremony in Camp

Undersecretary Cardozo Lupa,

Philippine: side,,said field traitiing

. exercises will be*held in various
.areas in Luzonincluding Zambales, "
. for the amphibious assault training

. exexcise, and Crow Valley ini Tarlac,- :

for live ﬂre exercises,

Vidallon said ‘the Plﬁlhppme- '
- militaty will use its FA-50. fightér.

jets; the former US ‘Coast Guard

‘cutter BRP Ramnon Alcaraz, and

other assets for the Bahkatan '

“ship, & vé__ -n'-Zambalcs for the

Bahkatan

: Vidallon/satd there will bemote
- 3“human1 jan civic programs” this
ill benefie the local
5. She sdid the US-and -
';‘Phrhppme fotces will build class-
tooms and health facilities in vari-
ous areas in-northecn and southern‘,;
Luzon, and traintesidents on how’;_' ]
-to tespond to natural disasters; -

:y'car,'_ whilg
cominu

“We will also teach them how to
administer first aid, CPR (cardiopul-

=ttes,” said Vi

Ihkmted parucrpauon in last _

monary rcsuscrtatlon) welte: also:

giving schoel supplies, spotts equip~

id, " ‘mentand vetennary cate;” she said.

- Vidallon said the Anstralia has -
sent 50 troopers for Jinited. pat-- -

v ticipation in the éxercise,

" “They will"participate not only
in the civic;activities but also in
pecxal operations tra!mng actwl—, ;

- She “said Australm also had?“"
at's - ;

Balikatan: " Bg 8
Japat;’ wluc has taken part in

" several Balikatan exXercises on' &
limited scale, has not sent troops

for this year’s exercise.



i ,-mnines and US afe- expected to attend - Brig
.the event-at the Tejeros Hall, AFP-Com- " This
- ‘migsloned. Officers ‘Club, among them - tion of:
.Defense; Undersecretary Cardozo Luna,. ;
representing Defense. Secretary Delfin-
“Lorenzana, and Armed. Forces -of the
: -Phllrppmes Chief of Staff. Gen: Bemamin--
: Madrigal Jr.:

PH and US: orgamzers said about 4 000‘ _

: “Ba!ikatan" . (shoulder~to~shoufder)=" Phil

~the biggest ‘annial bilataral ‘military

exefcise-between the United: States and - particip

the Philippinas ~ ‘formally opens: today in- -on: Aprit.

‘ Camp Aguinalda, Quezon City. - = TS
© - United States Ambassador to the Phll~' e
" ippings Sung Y. Kim is the guest ‘of honor ¢
and-speaker in the operiing ceremony, :

“High-ranking officials  frofn: the Phil-

N

-hancing. the militarles’ irteroper-
;ability during ‘the. planning - and

“execution: of Joint aperations to
advance -sécurity -and stai}lilty in

the Indo-Pacific region.

“In addition, US: and ‘Philippiné -
forces will conduct amphibious op-
_erations, - live-fire. training,” urban
_operations; aviation eperatlnns,

and counterterrorism: response.
Al events. will ‘take place In

_Luzon, Palawan, - and Mindoro.

(Francns T. Wakefteld)

, ps, 3,500°08 sofdiers, and
50 Australian Defense Force members will
the exerCIse that wiH end- ‘

Gen. Gilb t1, Gapay, AP South—‘-_'
- nmand. chief, is. the: exercise "
rector for- the Phlllpplne side while Brig. o
‘Gen.” Chris. McPhiIIlps the commandlng--__

il between the Phifippines -
and the' n:ted States also mvolves Aus-
traliac :

- “Thraughout Ballkatan, the AFP us

“-Armed: Forces, and ADE will carry ol

mformatlen exchanges.and-live training
--.events. These ate. aimed ‘at eh-
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- US-PH. Ballkata

Aarangkada ngayong araw ung‘ Ay
pinakamalgkingannuaibilateraléxerclse - Uni Faacretary.C
| sapagitinng Unlted Statesof Ameica at - Kinatawan i
| ng Pilipinas, o ahp “BALIKATAN", sa.*
i Camp Agumaldo, Quezon City:-

Mismong - 'si. United - - 5

ceremony na gaganapinsa  Tejeros Hall,.
ABP Comnnssmned Officers Club; Camp -

" Philippines (ATP) Chief of
- Benjamin Madrigal;
L:Gapay; AFP—SouthemLuron Command'. -
.1(507-001“)@?. ick, ang B

' htes-.
1 Ambassador to the Philippines, -His.-
Exceliency Sung Y. Kim, ang: Guest ..
‘of Honor at Speaker para sa opening . pa
. ceremony nadadalihanng: matataa 7 Brige
| opisyalng Pilipiriasat 1S, -
§ .. Sinabing PHatUs; orgamaersnm
14,000 troparig Pinoy atﬁﬁﬂﬁsundalo_ng_
Amerikano, at 50 Arestralian Défetice” *
1 ‘Force: members -ang : ‘makikilahok-sa.
‘exercise na, tahg'l[ hanggang sa Abrtl-
| 1zame

1 Inaasahait dmg c!adalo 58 opuuug',

'.Expedlhonary Bmg__c{e- i

g :
"talmang militacy ng AFP "USAEng-
= lalahikan ng ADF ay magtatampokng -
" information exchanges atlive training
-eventts, Layanin hg mga itona mapabuti

_ Secretaty D
‘Lorenzana, at-Aried Forces -«

ral g :

katapataa ‘panig ngU

ang interoperability ng miga militar sa _
pannhcm ng planning atexeeution ng ;omt :

. ':'b1gong

paremaisulong ang segur:dad }
katatagan salndo-Pacificregion,” -

: ‘panition g Belikatan 2019
8 _-magsasagawa ang Us cesn
. dinphibious operations, livefire: trammg, ¥

©urban operations, aviation opefations, af

'countertelrousmresponse ‘Ang lahatng

~eventsay gaganapin sa Luzon, Palawan, -
: atMmdoro

ok szli.Bai:katm12019angmga.:
fighter fets mulasalls; :
- “This. will “be_ the  first” Exercxse

Hel allkatan toincorporate the USS Wasp
" pan'ed with the Uriited StatesMarines .

Corpg’ F-35B Lightning ‘- afrcraft.
Together: thiey represent an ncreasein-
ilitary capability committed to aifree
and openIndo-Pacifie,” :mhayagng us..
B':hkahm orgamzers

Francis T. Wakefueld _

29




' -uarters' ';i'NewYork, UC}A
'29; 2019 EDT).

" “The Philippine, Govern-
'ment has decided to allow: the

deployment of:military and po- -
* lice in:any - area, regardless:of -
“the security threat level,” the -
" Defense chief said, adding that

the Armed Foices of the Philip-

..,the role; of*siu]led and frained
female’ peacekeepers. in. the-
- ‘successof peacekeepmg opera—
" fionsor PKOg. '

ty: énhancin'g its
support of futule'_': :

- With. this: in, mind, Loren?

_;zana :safdi that the Philippines.
; fs:commiitted to deploymgmore‘ ,
! 'o_ns of i;he UN 5
-at=-th@'_a UN Pé'acei'

female peacekeepers in the fu-

‘ture, supponting the: olistic ap-
:proach ofthe UN in peacekeep-
- hingmissions..

I addltwn to hxghllghtmg

:,-the progress: made by mem-
C o ber -eountries:in their commit-
B Phlhppmes is 1eady to

_mcmase-its engagement in.peace-
. keeping operations,” he said,

ment to UN peacekeepmg, the

- meeting also served as a venue
for the . mmlsters {0 announce.
* their respectwe pledges and

concrete plans that are geared
towards sstrengthening the- ca-
pabilities-and pecformance of -
uniformed personnel deployed
in PKOS, and-ensuring the pzo-
tecélon of cwfham :
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- --Duterte: namesf_f*
_'_as head o‘f |

task force

. wiretapping scandal under the administr
“tionof former Prés
Ui-“Arroyo, He was said

* Adviser Hermogenes. Espex on Jr

‘ posed of various national government : age.n-
-’..c1es and two, pnvate sector representatwes

THE mxmﬂ m mmm

anti- msurgencyf];

: P1esadentDutertehasappomtedletu'edcoi i
_ onel Allen Capuyan as executive dir ectorofthe -

National Secretariat ofthe National 'I’askForce_;_ a

to End Local Communist; ‘Armed Conflict,
' 'The President: signed: Capuyai's appoint

hent papers on Monday, March 25, He was

“Duterte’s adviser for fndigenous people’s
concerns, He wag. alsoanofﬁclal oftheMamla“ :

. International Airport Author ity (MIAA), - .
Capuyan was accused of providing tariff -

codes that gave: smugglers of the P6.4-billion

shabu shipment in May 2017 access to the -

green lane or expresslane which exemipts -
sh:pments from X-ray inspection, ] 7
-He was also allegedly the one béhind the.

lerit: Gloria Macapagal
ave monitored those”
-they believed to be part of the opposition. :

. The National Task Force to End Local

" Communist Armed Confiet seeks to address
causes of armed conflict at the local level by
ensuring the provision of social ser viees, .
‘employment cppmtumties and improved
quality of life in communities affected by
armed communist conﬂlcnb o

- The task force, which was ereeted in :
"+ -December 2018 and falls under the Office of

* the President, is chaired hy President Du-
lerte-and vice chaired by National Secumty

«The anti-insurgeney task force.is. com

Page: ?



- sald on Sunday. .

Drought cialmed 233,007 memcn
tons (M’I‘) of rlce and-corn, up by

' ’l“he ﬁIEa 'ght 11dden

agrlcu]tural lands also grew

to 149,914 hectares, affecting

138,859 falmerq and fisher-

folk.

quage to the Tice sector
alone stood at P2.6 billion,
affecting 108,845 rice falmers
in 37 provinces.

The estimated- vo]ume of
production loss was pegged
at 125,590 MT over 111,851
hectares of agricultural areas.

~For corn, the DA said damage -

and Tosses climbed to P1.66

billion-or 107,417 MT, covering:

37,643 hectares. About 30,014
corn farters in 13 provmces
were affected, it added,

The affected regions in-
cluded the Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region, llocos,

Reductlon and M -
agement (DRRM)
'Operations Center
of the Department
of Agnculture (DA) "

Northern Mindaiao; it added.

A%

' '-_f_a;r.m-er's_ in Bicol, Central Lu- .
.zon; ‘Calabarzon (Cavite, 1a: -
| guna, Batangas, Rizal and .
| Quezen), Western Visayas and:

| Moreover; a total of P18.3" -

' "weakemng in-the next mouths ,
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- The ¥olice Regional Offcs PR0).
1o’ enstre thié peacetul conduct:of

om the Philippine National Police: |
isbfiiﬁﬁlyimlplemeagt:the;firea;‘ms‘:bdn-iin_
Ivthe Atmed Porces.of thie Philippines

Socesksargen.area, - -

foreement:agencies, . 2
event the oceuirrence;of _;elec_.b,iqn—;elated 5
ther.cximinality. d ving the electim_l'.pm'igd_- ;

i " Resco'said; RO SO
- He said the initiatives were condicted in_
13 Complianee with the directive from the
- Philippine:National Police central office, - -

 Amongtlicoperations .+ Thapolice offeal addedtthey ave oxertiti il fforts
they.donducted were o keepthe region violenge-ree in connection with the. -
'impléme;lta_tion-ofsearch' __fupcjo‘nun_gils_-May'-lo'caIand'natibna[:mi'clterm-El_e_ctions.-

s T ) -
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The National waspemer

"BDO Foundatl‘ : . pp "Army and BSP -

launch ﬁnancml-educatlon_program fot solchers

“our modest contnbutxon to the
ATR and efforts to develop a -
- ‘vwotld-class army. Our goal js to
help soldiers: -get- high marks in
their scorecards, particulatly on the-
“aspect of. personal finance.”
At the Tauheh, three financial
" education: videos were presented
.to members of the Philippine
. Army’s Conference Group Alpha
arid. Chadie. Produced by BDO

MORE than, 9() 000 soldiers and,
" overa thousand civilias employees
of thie army stanid to benefit froma
“Afiancial hteracy program launched
‘recendy by BDO Foundation in-
*_-pactnership with the. Philippin
. Army and Bangko Senttal ng Pii
- ‘pinas (BSP). The tnpamte irfitiative.
~ was dfficiaily unveiled. in an-everit
‘led by the. foundation’s boaid of -

trustees, ‘Philippine Army yice
'=commander Maj.- Gen. -Robert s so.has simllar worporate Foundation in ¢ollaboration with
Atévalo and BSP deputy gavemor cltizénghip initiatives f publlc schools and overseas Flllpll'ID workers. the army and BSE, the videos were
SRNTR _ developed for new recruits, newly

: V;Chuchx Fonacier. - ‘
The financial hteracy program to the 1mp1ementatnon of BSP’ . promoted officers, senior ot’ﬁcers,
civilian peérsonnel and thieir fami-

for the Ph.thppme Army isio line V‘Nauonal Strategy for Findnaial famﬂ:es and civilian personnel of .
. with the financial inclugion ad- - dnclusion;,. partlcularly; the pil-  theammy . ... “lies, The; clips covéred lessons on
vocaey of BDO Foundation; the " Tar on. Financial Education and - According to BDO Foundat:on saving, budgeting; loans, debt
gotporate somalresponsmﬂmyarm +Consumer Protection. It aims to - presiclenit Mario Deriquito, “This management, emteprcneurshlp, _
‘of BPO. Umbank It conmbutes . shateT lessons on.financial respon- corporate citizenship. program:is - mvcstmg and tetireiment plannmg
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Cn:y had been used by Gamara_

April 2019

operatzves recovered

firearm, exploswes and. s
. versive”

‘documents - 1
house once allegedly

:sultant Renante Gamara, who " ‘@
was: atrested in’ Imus. _Ccmte :

: provmce on March:20.
The raid, conducted before 8

dawn on- Friday, was an-

nounced by the National Capi-.
tal Reglon Police Office (NCR~ :

- - plosives—would
oIt said the house on-.’_'s_ ' '
-Chrysanthemum " Street " at

PO)over the weekend

Barangay Barangka in: Mankina

-'.?toland:hve ammumtmn S
Cases ‘of. violation of Re—'

'pubhc Acts " No..

g516—-rélated’ to. -the Illega[-'

10:'91 “and

possession of flrearms ancl ex-
d- be

'who was cur-

-rently, detained in. the RSOV -
'custodlal factlity, and. Dizon,
.who wasat Iarge S

' Lawyer Krlstma Conti of;i-E
}the Public Interest Law Genter,
' .___whu:h is represextin Gamara,’ '

flled.

d: e charges:. agamst_-% :

Phlm as“all lies,”:

iy The pohce had 111sisted that
Gamara ‘was. a high-ranking

_‘membea of - the “Communist
‘Party of the Philippines, an ac-

cusation- Conti ‘denied. His -

“work as a peace consuitant for

the NDFP, she said; was:due:to
his’ 1ongstand1ng wprk. with

: ;_‘trade umons ANGE
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: BACOLOD CITY <A
cips 1'councxlor, wl"

- las b - whid) occuned'

.Balangay Tnolit gan ST days after'a laborer
e east 50, rebels, © U was kﬂled by alleged NPA
; dvedinatiuckat  rebelsin nea1by Barangay
-"around Gra.m., surroundcd - Macagahay

“ the c()uricilm"s House, - Joselito. Ranure'f, 53, and
‘accordingto Maj. Joem - ¢ lus two'companions were -
-Malong, spokesman for the . on their way home when

' Westem Visayas police. - ithree.men, whointroduced

“Thegueitillaswere. " themselves as NPA rebels,
: armed with short and long " waylaid them in Sitio -
fitéarms. Some-of theriy” . Agogeio onMarnch 27. .
went inito the house and ™. © ~ + “Thesuspects shot '.

.. ghot the vmtlm in front of qulrez, kﬂlmg lum at ’che
“his family. . Usgene:. o

The rebels dld not harm .. They dld not harm hlS
) Hllauo srelatives.. = = companions. |
"After the umdcnl N Wlth Em anuel Tupas
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/l April 2019 H A
o

- ILeILB CITY —. Ay incumbent
couneilor of Moise, Padilla town, Ne-
gros Occidental, was. shot dead. garly
'.'Sunday.mo:ning. ST
Areport from Western Visayag po. -

lice identified the victim as: Councilor

- Jolomar Batinres Hilario, - who was

- seeking Teelection -in ‘the May elec.

ons. o B

The‘s'l.-year-oldf\Hﬂérjo Was asleep
when trucks carrying 50' armed men -
artived at his house in Barangay Ino-
ligan-at past 6-am. The armed men
claimed to be membeps of the New

‘ People’sArmy-'(NPA), according to the

policereport. . = e
- The gunmen barged into Hilario’s

room and shot him severa] times, -
- -Hilario was taken to 5 nearky clinic

where he was declared dead, He sue-
cumbed to seveial ‘Bunshot wounds in-
-different parts ofhisbody, . =
" Hilario’s killing came ‘two_days
-after. the Joeaf- campaign. period
started as well as the 50th. anniver.
sary of the NPA, the armed wing of
the Comm_:;inist.Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP), SR
The incident,happened a week af-
fer the Army and Philippine Natiorial
Police” (PNP) joiritly arrested Frank
Fernandez, s former. priest . turned
' high-ranking leader of the Npa: i Ne-
gros Island. Fernandez and his wifa
were captured in Laguna.?}‘b. S

———
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ot

g militar matapos:siyang pagha
" pakilalang teroristang New-Paople
loobiig kanyang bahay sabayan ng Meis
Negros Oceidental kamakalawa: . - -

. Base saculat ng pulisya:natutilog st Couﬁcﬂak-
Joiomar:Banares Hilario, 51-anyos anilang ba--°

hay’sa.Brgy. Inolingan kasarra ang: ;
-biglang; pasukir:nig ‘mga:armadong. kalal

pegbabarlin dakong alas-6 aganoong Sabado, -

“barangay.at kenilang mga anal s

sasahig. 7 .

81 Hilario ay tumatakbo 'sa%’{aiim':ﬁg;ﬁériithi ;

Mayor Magdaleno Pena-na tumnatakbo sa kanyang

- ikalawang ‘terming &f kamakailan: ay inanunsiyo
- lya na-ang biktima ang instrumento-s3 pagbibibay
g impormasyon sa militar kaya nadakip ang NPA

leadet. na si:Frank Fernaridez:at kanyaﬁg-asawg-na )

si Cleofa Lagtapon.__ (Gemima Garcla) .- :

I

Page: ....fl_.
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.- Banacsaid'in a_—r‘adio,inteh}iewbver dwlZ, .

e e The BU said- it will conduck a financial audin
- The Philippine National Police (PNP) welcomed - April,-adding it will ke }égal 'act‘icl;a;}f::llléal?d;t 1112
the decision of the European Union to probe the Jegationg be praven true, . - - REY A a
alleged diversion of EU financial aid to.communist - Banac said they fully support the 'govériﬁnént’s -
rebels. .~ e T _"-:-,-'-‘s'u‘it‘of'l_bieal_i;zed:peaﬂeétalimin-'fatf-ﬂuﬁ‘g'cdmmuriit%i)éé-
- PNP spokesman Col. Bernard Banae 0 . 0 o0 il SE AUIIHRS:
~over the'weekend said itis good that the
EU would look into allegations that non- -
government erganizations (NGQOs) receiv- -
- ing EU cash assistance haye been divert-
ing the fimds to-communist insurgents. -
‘Banac is hopeful that EU officials
would eventually discover that the NGOs
they are supporling have been duping
them. - S S
“This is a pesitive:development. If the -
financial assistance to the communist
terrorists will be cut, it is going-to help
achieve lasting peace in the country,”

By EMMANUEL TUPAS .

i R 5
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bagﬁadqrs_ of_, t_h_e Eu_ro_pean :

I"_;ment to audit’ the' funds: théy donate to

. _non-government organizatio swhich ;
- local securityofficials earlier. tagged '
. as’ havmg imks w:th the Commumst :

rebels.

mmz

_ THE NATION® LUADENG

 Philippines (AFP) Iauded on.:
. Sunday the move of the.am-

: because itis 80 unfair't
- workérs and sisters whon
- PNP and government partner with -
- for: ‘our value formatmn and moral

"We appremate the pOsntwe neu..
sponse.of EU and Belgium to.our
formal plea to stop- funding to Rural :

' Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP)

~ whichis directly assisting the NPAsin

W tsus

reforms," he added.

- Parlade said:missionaries cannot -
continue to hide under the cloak of

the church, of;iaﬁh_ates’;rer'-faith,.’-and'
. thienprovide funds to terrorists NPAs,

and.other CPP: front organizations

like: Karapatan, Gabriela, ACT, KMU,

) Anakbayan, LFS; Bayanor what they
| -call the Makabayanbloc, - '

He said'the RMP: pt'mudes 8U-

| PAMIL or Suporta sa Pamilya: (fam-

ity support) to CPP-and NPA cadres

1 and flghters directly and: they cannot
' deny this. _
- "Fhose who will say this is a he

should be ready to refute this in a

32

= is ap o Be
:"-'tabhshed A ake bakw1t (dlsplaced-
ay’, ' person)to: ask: forDUfundmg Afake

~adyoeacy. to: Save Our Commumst'-

Schools arid ‘ask for more funding.
Kill IPs and attyibuteit to government
then ask-for Support to HR (Hitman

- Rights) Wateh. They put up programs
" like Literacy Numeracy (LITNUM)

for IPs, Commumty Based Health

- System for wounded NPAs; Farmers

- Resource Ceiters and BREAD tofeed -
NPAs:arid their families, Sustainable
“Agri(SUS-AG), or Panday Bolig us-

| ing disaster rehabllxtatmn as cover," -
he added. : '

Par!ade sald all of: these are pz o

grams supported by funds coming
from EU and given to RMP-Northern
‘Mindanao Region and all.of these
provide support to the Commumst '

Terrorast Group



Parlade a!se sald the Cathohc:
'_()llurch lmked RMP had part-
' vith 1bon Foundation’ “in’
the publmatlon -of subversive -

ok d by indigengus chil:
' he Salugpungan and
ools{“ ‘teaching P

e : %Fumﬁmgﬂz |

THE MILI FARY on Sunday wei- .
comed the I‘uropean Union's
. (BU). favorable response {o
 Philippine governmerit's- Tequ
 for:a probe into, Emopean Hfundi
- groups-linked fg: the. Comm'ums_t At
Party-of the Phlhppmes (cepy.
Ma] Gen Antomo I’arhde Jry

gOVEl nment




...éﬁsﬁmﬁlna .FR.OM- n .

(mdrgenous peoples) chi!dren 5.
hecome child warriors, "

“-'The RMP has also- been profnd-_:-'.' Gl
i It to famihes of NPA T

slstegs whom we.in
A d_-Fou:es of thé lnhp :
pmes)-’ NP (Philippm, :
:government partner-
withfor our value formation and. : gen
_moral reforms " he teld reporters_-"?- at Teast
inatext TESSARE, -

' }:.arher th:s month - the ! ME -

: 301N vancéd :
- bug theyare goingto conduetairdit.
o - anid freeze once. they rev:ew these
+ [deciiineits]," he' said.
- Parlade aiso sald Belglan non-
overnment ‘oxganizations had

nt' “alocated-15 million etirs to the -
countties: *Countrids or‘fundmg PP-dinked. graups-for:five years:: .
fisherfolk and mdlgenous peopfes, agencies who have g given their sea J and Belgium considerit
and’in exposing the-grave abuses. ' of approval are Unaware that the;

y '_'-1l[egal_ to-fund’ terrorlsm, whether':
of human rights in the coumry,” . are-funding a-particular project, - -directly:or indirectly, '

- Paslade. also’ tagged SE‘vera! “which had &lieadybeets fundedby DEMPSEY REYES AND PNA
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‘Reds usmg EPs

-t@ seek EU mnds

C,OMMUNIST front. 01g'1mzaunns "1 :
- areexploiting indigenous peoplesand -
_ fabricating huinan riglts abuses. as & -f.

pretext for asking for donations “from :
| the Buropean Union and its. membel i

states, the military said Sunday. .
‘e are morally gonvinced that

 what [these communist] Organiza-

tiong are: doing is simply .to ekploit -

- o IPs, pw;ect - very dive human- §

K ughts gituation-in. oyt ~country;. vilify-
~our ;,ovcinmum by fabricating . 7¢-

pmts, to cast doubt on the efficiency |

funding . _
“QOur Scliools: and ask for more fund-
- ing. Kill TPs.and atiribute it torgov-'_- :
. ernment then. ask for suppo

_mogenes Esperon, meanwhtl told-
'BEY Counter-Terrorism Coordinator
"~ Gilles De Kerchiove that the Belglan s

Next page

. government,. through different non— _
. govemment: orgamzat:ons, Has indi--
- rectlyand: unwittingly partnere i
" NGOs that act asa legal front for the'_ :
< CPP-NPA. -

_HR :

“These Belglan NGOs mclude the=

: SOL]DAGRO and Vwa ‘Salud and.
CKIYO.

SOLIDAGRO has- partnered with
Phxhppme NGOs Alternative Learn-

- ing:Center for Agricuitural'and Live- = .
. lihood Development (ALCADEV) '

IBON Foundation-(IBON); Karapa-

. ‘tan; Mindanao-: Interfaith * Services

Foundation, Inc. (MISFI); Salugpun-
gan Ta’tanu Igkanugon ‘Community

- Leaming Center Inc. (Salugpungan/
- STTICL; and, -the. Rural Missionar-

ies of the Philippines (RMP).

* The Viva Saiud;-on the-other hand, - -

-:'has partnered with the Alliance of -
: “(d ‘W); Kllusang

by 1P chlldren' in the: Salugpungan o
: jand ALCADEV. schools,’ which ‘are:
LteachmgIPchlldren to.become:eh
: wamors, the military sa

- ,church, of-'- -wh'atevei' .fa'i ,

. provide funds to-thie NPAs, and other

CPPfront organizations llke Karapa:

 tan, Gabriela, ACT, KMU, Anakbay-

“an, LFS, and Bayan, - = .0
Majority.of these organizations are

- members of the International League

- “of People’s Struggles. (QEPS), which -

~is-also chaired by CP] founder Jose

‘ rMana Sison. PNA
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BY EUGENE Y ADIONG

ACOLOD CITY The Phrlhpplne:-_
‘National Police (PNP) in Negros -
Oriental on Sunday defended its -
_actions durmg bloody simultaneous

police operations that killed 14 alleged

members of the New People’s Army (NPA)

m three areas on Saturday

Pohce Col: Raul i‘acaca, provin-

cial police director, said his men -
“gros- Oriental’ [Provincial: Pohc

did not violate human rights:
““What 'we did was legal. We did

“not just enter their houses.'We
just performed our duty as pohce ;

_ofﬁcels, he added.

Police Col. Bernard Banac, PNP -

spokesman, said law en’for_cers'

‘would nothave used force “if there _

was no threat to the lives of our

.conducted in Cantaon Clty,
juyod and Santa Catalina. - ;

Eight weré lulled in Canlaong._
“City, four.in Manjuyod and two

police ofﬁcers _ '
Based ‘on the report of the Ne-

Office; sepatate opeérations wen

in'Santa Catalina, according to a
report by Tacaca. .
The suspects were 1dennﬁed

an—-

Genes Palmares, Bric Acabal, Ano

Enojo Rapada, Gonzalo Rosales,
Melchor Pafiates, Mario: Pafiares
- and Franklin Latiosa. Mario, who. .
. was niot:subject of a search war-

rant, fought police operatwes, '
- officials said.

Tacaca said the: suspects were
members of the NPA.
‘In ‘3 radio. mlemew,

kiiled KWhllé ‘several'otliers were

atrested in Canlaon City, and that :
5 .'-Jﬁrearms were'retovered, . | -4

“Clerigo.said b had,.recelved:
mformatlon that some of -
those killed were. supportera - al th
= EnHanced Maniaging Police Opera- -
- tions" under “Oplan Savron," -

of thé NPA.
He said: famlhes of those killed,

Canlaon-
City” Maycr Jimmy Clengo con-"
: ght persons were :-

_ whom _h_e had met at the Canlaon

%i-lospitai wanted justlce

o ?'ffor the killings,
Recomono, R1cky Recomono, :

~ Police’ accused the mdwnduals ‘
of iliegal passession of firearins. |

" Thiey. reportedly yielded two rifle

grenades;: seven caliber 45 pis-

tols; 13 caliber .38 revolvers,
"4 357 Magnum revolver, two |

shotguns, two improvised-guns,

' sevelal_r ammunmon and personal

Big Time” 'd;.)eratmns of tie PNP
also known as the "Synchronized -



' Pr°be sought e

Lawmakers from the M; kabayan.
E fblocqtiiéklycig;'n'delnned-'rhta'if’rg;,as'a; ﬁ
sacre” and soughit an immedjate. . ¢
. probe of the miatter, i
b Anakpawis arty:l
+ Artel ‘Casilao-vowed to. push
for-aHouse | qiiiry into. the queline Anin de
Simu'l_ta_necuSipolicé operations “Guid said the agency’s Central
in Negros Oriental. -~ ~ - Visayas office-would conduct its .

t killed J;j.::Ca'i_ﬂa'dn-_
: -Iay;~pi_i.ni31§'rgj-a'nd o
:the Sai Catlos .

Bayan M uiia'-'pa:-tf-"_i_i_si_ Rep. _own investigation, o ~
Carlos' Zarate-sajd; “We will-not-. “Bven:claims of Tesigting ‘arvest
take:this sitting down, and we will: fy fatalities need to'be tried

: seek;;jJiSticé‘for_;thevittiﬁjs-an'diﬁle.__:_bg:_fbrézab'ur to ehsur

charges agai nst thepolicemenand - gre s

‘their s’tipmjor_s*who perpetrated - cire

‘this massacre.” . L I

~ Bishop Geraido Al minaza, head -

ofthe Diocese ofSan Carlos, Negros

Occidental, urged authorities tonot
regard‘hmnan-]ivésas_merestatist_ics.

"Please as yout -do your task.

- make sure you don't violate: the' - -
—_— ey
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By Rlo N Araja

RIGHT g gl oups, on Sunday condenmcd '

what ‘they called 6. “magsacre” ‘of - 145'_,;-,‘--

"~ farmigrs by police. in Negros Onent':l a5

‘authorities . defended the mcldent as 4" ce I .
hotne to; some ofthe counlry 5 wealthrest. '

“landowners as well a5 some; ef 1te poo gt

;lefrltlmate opcmnon AL dmst ‘;uspeetcd
» cormmunist rebels, - i

Police say the.14 men on 'Gannday shot

st officers with semch warrants forif- -
.‘_spanse fo-comiminist: rebel attac

- legal firearns; prompting ‘thenn fo retutn -
fire. But rights groups: insist:the -men were:
- “farmers asserfing theil rights to land;*the -

latest-victims caughit-up ina violent rack=

- dlown under Prgsident Radrigo’ Puterte.
Duterte’s s administeation has canceled
peace taika wnh cemmumet1chle~~—who

ing.uni

Farm workers; ©

- Authorities say the Opu atlon was are-

i Ne-

gros; adding:one policeman.was wounded, :
“#They- feught back: agamsr"om Operat--

' e force e back.: |
Setheol fihe-[4-men] are fariiiers butwe .
:csmnot wnﬁrm how maﬂy,” provmcral—ia
T Next puge, _

. dent

e‘pohce spokesman Ed:lberto Euraoba
said, . :
Pohce arrested another 12 ‘men
while they tecovered various firearms '
ﬁem‘those krIled Buraoba added

He; ly,
itness acoounts 'contradxctmg the
police’s statement.

'hey_r were defenseless It’s clear

tagged as: members and sympathrzers
~of -comiriunist rebels)]but: tthey are_

fasimers aswerting theirrightsto land,”
~Marija, Sol Taule," legal counsel for-
‘_:nghts:group Karapatan sard

' 'crltrcs:mcludmg people ﬁghtmg for

their rights. It's an all:out attack on.all

:‘they ‘suspect o be - enemles, 'whet_her
) farmers or lawyers » ' -
‘Rows over land have’ become in- -

' creasmgly common as Manila faces

titicism for it slow-moving program
4y redistribute farmland to millions-of
sharecroppers—tenant ‘farmets who
givea part of each crop ag 1ent—~who
‘temain-mired inpoverty.

%' The . Federation of Agricultural
Workers condemned the latest-deaths,
saying it ‘highlighted glowmg rrghts

-‘viefatlons on Negrosisland.”

=", The nation’s rights body said it
.,would mvestlgate Sattuday s mcr—

expressmg “grave - concern”

pver what it called a rising number of
Jillings in the country, -

‘Taule added that the incident was |
‘the latest in a seriés of aitacks on—
farmers, following the krllmg of nine -
farme:s by gunmen also in Negros in

ctober.



... Farm ‘workers account for: about .

20~m11]10n people, a fifth.of the.popi-
]atmn who five on less than two. dol-

: 1ars a.day, the government says.:

i Leftist lawmakers denounced the f

latest killings.
- Ahakpawis’ Party~llst Rep."

3 Cas:lao blamed Duterte’s Memoran—:

dum. Circular .32 that dlrected add:-'

tional troaps to- pmvmce S v

. of lawlessness, saying it was a. death' :
Warrant to civilians in Negros: Orlental
’ ct

. “The-’ state-sanctioned terror - act
should be condemned by all gctors

as [Plesxdent Rodrlgo] Duterte ‘and |

-his warmonger.minions-are hell bent

“to impose martial ritle i ina natlonwnie :

scale,” he said..

- ACT Teachers Paﬂy—lnst Rep An-
“tonio Tinio believed the- police op= -

"eration ‘againgt the 14 s_lam victims
stiould not .be  called a “legltlmate.
antl-crlme eperation,”

= *“What they are: domg ig nothmg but 1
the vilification and targeting as crimi-- _

nais and ‘teu‘orlsts’ of progréssive
JH

farmers and their organizations whose |
only crime is to-demand reforms and
1o crificize the anti-people policics of -
fhe cutrent administration;” Tmlo sald

m a statément,
"Another. ACT. Teachers Party—hst
[Tawmaker; France Castro, said “it fol-

Iows the. ruleboolk of targeting civil- -

ians and innocents under the so-called:
Oplan Kapayapaan as well as tokhatig
and other bloody operations which
fhe-Duterte administration is wagmg
ageinst the people.”

. -eh

. Jusufy fatali
~fore. courts to* ‘enstire that there -are

Co RauI ,Tacaca, the pro mces

ake this sﬁtmg
3 wll ek justice for the
file charges agamst the |

_‘pohce e and'_thear superlors who |
perpetrated id

: - "ghts-;
on; _cque;mc_aAm_} delGlrna_

s:point,iour mterest is ﬁndmg
ith behind a police operation,

-‘whlch authorities claim to be mieant to

§‘érve watrants of arrest, butresulted in
;he deaths of 14 farmers: anda copsaid

, 1@ be injured,” D Guia said,

5> The claim’ that" authotities . were
ving ' .search . “watrants - when “the

'fshootmg.- Began: needed- to be inves.
Gu

Jeoked mto T
= “Byen Llatms of res:stmg arrest to
s need to be' tried be-

1o Iapses and ascertatit if'the circum-
stances really “wartant : the, offense -
from the police, xesu]tmg the-curtail~ :
ment of life,” she. added Wlth AFP
and PNA:
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CEBU CITY — At least 14 persons

were killed and 14 ethers-were

arrestad in- a series -of police’

‘operations dubbed as “Oplan:

Sauron” in’ Negtos Orfental fast.

Thursday which militant groups
condemned and described as a
magsacre.of farmers

_According to the Phillppme.

Nationa! Police Reglonal Office 7,
those who were killed fought | back

when police tried to implement -
search warrants against some
residents suspected to be'keeping

firearms in their homes. - -
" The PRO 7 sald 34 of the 36
search warrants implemented
yielded positive results.

They were identified as Steve

_ Arapoc, Manulo Martin,-and Sonny -
Patagtiw of Barangay Pansiag,’

Manjuyod; Edgardo Avelino and
Esmael Avelino .of Barangay
Panubigan, Caniaon City; Ricky
Recomone and Rogelio Recomono

of ‘Barangay Masulog, Cantaon;,

Genes Palmares of Barangay
Aquino, Canlaon; Eric Acabal QF

" San.Pedrg, Sta.. ‘Catalina;. Melt

Barahgay' Kundeber'ag,' M'aﬁJ'qud*' S

‘Ano: Enojo” Repada:'of Bararigay:

Panares.and Marlo -Panal

Bardngay Bayog; Canlaan; Franklin:.

ie! h'eat to thelr Iives

‘Lariosa: of :Barangay Talalak, Sta. taids.

Catalina, :and Gonzalo: Rosales of
Barangay Pula; Canlaon: .
- Six subjects of search warrants

- were able le escape, the PRO 7

said.

- Police’ Corporal Tan Puerto, an; -
operative of :the-Regional: Mobile

Foice Battalion 7, was wountded

Inthe Ieg dunng the exchahge of--.
- gunfire. « o

- Firedrms; hand grenades, -and
assorted bullets were seized duiring

- the police operations..

“PNP. spokesmari, Police: Col.
Bernald Banac yesterday. affirmied

that the 14 persons who were
killeel in the Negros Qrigrital police -
operations tried 1o shoot it out with-

policemen:

“We are sure that they realiy .
tried to shoot it out-because our

were-gun-battles,” he added.
‘Sani-Carlas Bishap Gerardo

'Alminaza yesterday sought an

investigation onthe killings.
"We demand.a quick investigation
on this. and appeal to. our

dding "the;-:p-oucel'-
iderwent the process -

f ntelllgence reports-r
t. - -was among: those killed.

pollcemen will not use: force if

condemned the klllings _
tinyen - ng mga Manggagawa sa-
Agrikultura-chairperson Antonio

- Flores sald the-deathiof 14 peasants -
Is similar to-what- happened in
Guihulngan and:nearby places late -
laist year where six peasants were
killed: after they. allegedly -fought
‘it out W|th pofice and mihtary .
elements.

“We call on’ Negros Onenl:al Gov,

" Roel Degamo and the Commission-

« on ‘Muman Rights and other
independent bodies to. call again
for-an -impartial investigation: in
the  killings of. the 14 peasants,"
Floras sald.

The pclice operations were -
carried out during the 50th
founding anniversary of the New:
People’s Army. Those who were
subjected to the search warrants
were repottedly NPA'members.and
those arrested were reportedly NPA
supporters. (Calvin Cordova,.
Leslie Ann G. Aguino, Ellalyn v,
Ruiz, Chito Chavez, and Aaron

__Recuenco) - e .

government authorities to restore

peace: and order:i"AImlnaza said.
-The prelate said’ha wasinformed -

by:the-parish administrstor of the

Canfaon-Parish;that a lay minister:

“'Thepafish” administrator ‘of.

_ .. Canlaoi Parish just.calied me that.
._enforce the law and mamtaln.
- peace and: otdef for public saféty.
- And these-were done by following
‘the ‘rules: of engageiment; respect’-
on‘human rights, and presumption .
of regularity;"" said Bafae, “The
"pohce ‘Were running: aftér thése
__-;personalitles because-of: the"
‘violatiohs.of thélaw, ‘and baged on
. the; mformation obtemed they-were
* keeping. contrabands, guns, .and
. bultéts, The PNPjust impléniented -
“the -search’ warrant and-at the
cotirse of the Implémentation, there'

a-lay:minister ‘he:can'vouch for hig

‘motal character, s one of those
- Issued with warrant of arrest-and
-Kiiled. Others were noteven.shown

the supposed aivest papers,” said

‘Alminaza. "What's happening? Are
‘werstill-obgerving iaw and order7" :
e asked."

Almmaza' appealed to

: peacekee_pers not toviolate humari-
- rights In' performing their task.

~"Please as 'you -do your tasks.
make- sure you .don't vielate. the.

‘human- rights and: digriity. of our-
" fellowmen and-women;" he said.

"Please make sure you are not
adding ‘more. reasons. for our

" people to.get distlusioned with our

government and peacekeepers,

. added Alminaza.

Atocal farm: workers group alsp .
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- sangikultr
Tlosestia walang keibdhanang pagpatay sa.
14 pawang magsasaki -sapamarmiastang
samganiagbubukid sa Guikulngan noang,
-nakaragng on nanganimang napaslang

* daliitumang sa paldkipagsagupeansamga

magsasalaang pagpatay salinamags:

- samagkakahiwalay naoperasyonngpulisya.

sa Negros Oriental, habang natawagan

namanng inasusing imbestigasyon ang -
Isangobispe salalawigan dahillay sniister

angisasamganapaslang.

Siriabii v Unyon ng mga Manigy .awa._ :
(UﬁA?Elwgifpersong agtorﬂoi - Big
p'
ngCanfaon. L
~:“The parish administratorof Canlaon
- Parishjustcalled me thatalay tinjster—he

pulisatsundalo,

" "Wegillon N_egrc;s OﬁeﬁélGov; Roel’

Degano and the Commission en Human
Rights({CHR)and otherindependentbodies
tocallagain for am impartial investigation

_in the killings of the 14 peasants,” sabini -

~ Pagpatay sa 14, pareho sa Sag

. _-.Kij\onc_l'e-haf ng grupo. ng mga “Flores,

-+ Kabilang s 14 ha. napatay. Hiton
" Biyernes. ang walong, mefséﬂaia_ s

ga Cantaon City; habang dalawa pa-ang

‘apaslang 52 bayan ng. Sta; Cataling, .
- saman_lal&ngsi‘lna:ibﬂ;)ﬂ.ang naaresto at
- pawangmagh s

ubikidding - o
- Kinumpiitia:naman i San’ Carlos

ang ang isarg lay ministergagimbahan

canvouckiforhis moral chiracter = isoneof

thoseissued withwerrantof ardestand killed,

Others were riotévenshown thesupposed
arrestpapers;” sabini Alminaza, -~ -
- “What's -happening? Are we siill

-observinglawand order? . o _
‘Wedemandaguick investigationonthis . -

. angsiyam hasaka

ml;ngemdo Alminszarakabilangsamniga®

" which ncludesSagayand

ay massacre?

* andappeal toourgovernmentauthiorities

" toxestore peace andopder;” dagilag pang’
Obislﬁa o

j Iataqdaan‘gﬁ'gkatappsnamapatay
_ _ s4 SagayCitynoong
~Nol Kie;nbm,hiﬂab@sni'ﬁmlgulong Duterte
ang Memorauidum CircularOrder 32 “{to]

" -stppresslawlessviolenceand actsof tefror”.

“saNegrosIsland. A - © 0 T -
i "Itseems tholghthat itisthe PNPand
the military which i3 conducting a state of

- Tawlesshess againgt thie people of Negros.

*“Bestdesthe massactesinCantaon; Guihulngan
“-andSagay; policeand military operationisare.
continainginNotthem Negros Occidental,

e%s?a!aniﬂ,” sabi

i Flores. . ’ _

Ellalyn De Vera-Ruizat
Lestie Ann G. Aguino




| 14 na‘na

Naga 14112 kataoangna pabay at14

iba paang inaresto saserye g operasyon
syana "Oplan Sauron’”, saNegros -

ngpuk
e

nanlaban iumang ang mga napatay nang

‘isilbi ngawtotidad ang mgasearch warrant . - 'ng
_nitong Huwebeslaban sa flang residentena -
. [ﬁnifﬁna]ma gingatng mgabarilsakani-:

" Sinabing PRO‘7na34 sa 36 nasearch _
. warcantsne ipinatupad ay nagpositibo, - - .. Canilay
- Napatay saumano'y engkuwentosina . ‘sa
~Stave Arapoc; Manulo' Marti; at Sommy -,
Palagﬁw,nggargn Y Panisiao, bayanng;

dgardo Aveling-dt Esmaet.
Avelinp, ng Bgy. Panubigan, CanfaonCity; - °
" Ricky Remont at Rogelio Recomond, nig;

Menjuyod;:

Bg% Masulog, Cantaon; Genes Palmaies,
ng [

) gy. Aquino, Cantaor; Bric Acabal, ng -

- Bgy. Kundabong, Manjuyod; AnoEnojo -

Repada, ng Bpy. San Pedio, Sta. Cataling;

Meélchor Panares at Mario Panares, ng Bgy. 1.

Baa}rog.Carﬂaon;a_tannkiinLariosa,h Bey. 1B
alak, Sta. Catalina at Gonzalo Rosales, g

T
Bgy. PulaCanlaon.

Animnamang targetng search warranis

iang nakatakas;ayonsaPRO-7.

Nesugatannaransabintisi Corporsl |

Tan Puetto; ng Regional Mobile: Force
Battalion?7, sakasagsagannghakbakan.

’ ,Agggsa.Po]iéeRegionalOfﬁée(ERO)é?l .

linggo, isinailalio ng p
alert status ang Ne

IPAnalissbinanghi “arléon
tay semgadokumento ha
ak ngpulisyasaisa

tendeang mtorllﬁjnakaraan :
isya sa re

ggid_agdaggjgpuhs&'l robinsiya dabil
Reniangpages iy
Igihdit nam

s Oriental n%
_ i

"~ TIYAGA LANG
Isinasalansan.ng
"magsasaka-ang
kaaaning tabako

upang patuyuin sa_

" Isang crude drying

bain s& Barangay
Casilagan, Sta Cruz,
-{locos Sur, kahapon,
© - RIZALDY
COMANDA




1

ot

April 2019

- Napatay ap

14 REBELDE NaP

Dasa

- 58 magkakahiwalay na

i sa Negros Oriental.
Ang Inga: napatay.ay.

nity Palagtiv, Gene

" Larioga, Melchor Pa-

nared, Marjo Pafiares, .
. EdgardoAvelinc_)-,'E_smae] .

Recomono, Rogelio-Re.

comeno at Ricky Reco.

el )
14-__nu‘yemlu',a.f;ngu;New W
 Feople’s Atiny.(NPA) :
habang: {2 ang -tagiesto.

smula’
- apat sa:
“lawa: i
_ c-_)psmsyma:ngr'mga;pt!l_isya lina,,

'.‘umzulo;aug,_:;_
kinilalang’ sina Sleve : bing s isilbg
-Alapac, Manolo Mattin; tant of atrest g
.ibang:kasg, - - L
R Narekober nmula sy

fPah‘n'a;-cs; Eric:Acaba) - i ! :
) nga suspek ang dalawang

Enojo Rapada, Gon-
Rosales, Frankliy _

lina, o
_Nabatid na ;
it

fifle ‘grenades: dalawaiig
Tragmentation ‘grenades, -
Pitong kaliber 45 baril,
13 kalibre_38'baril,.-i‘sang PNP

357 magnum revolver,

dalaivang shotguns, dafa-

- lige
< 3ims, direetor g Police.

i;l}p_i‘é\ﬁéédf;giglls', .
t'bm,_lbz_iug ‘bali, mpatnia.
celludar: phones, g5

Nilitiaw-namz; hi Po-
Brig:Gey, Debold-
Regional Offiée:7 naka.
ggap: sila itg ‘imnpor-
asyan: na; angmga sy

L pek &y.mga imiysmbro ng
SPART ng NPA 1na nag:o-
‘operate ga Canlaon City,
- Sm‘g._(;'atéi!ina-atjMa_r_ljuyod-
af plano na mang-harass

at umatake sa Canlaon
'NP base so nakiiha g
mga subersibong doky.

“meme. -Gemma Garei.

. S, at‘mga "
: -_'-suhersiliqug:tidki[mento‘--‘-’
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. Tracy Silagan at Jake:Sals
-~ Goco; Marlor Bstopagian
Casyav-at Jhotiar Crig’
7 Bukod sa

- gapnama Gord
~‘Sugatang Magiting, -

an

Ji
1y Faykart La

pagian :

Beriadas. T
edalya ng Kadakilaan, mekakatang.
‘Gordo 4t Cabacan, ng-Medulya-ng

* Lginiitui Albayalde na g Katapangang ipinakiia

- ngimpa pulis ay nagpapakita lamang nd-Kanilang ka- |
- hiandean ria:lumaban za Kani]

52 Kanilang mga kalaban. -
~Matatandhan ne noong Matso 28 + 2019 2y umatake

ang ‘mga’miyembro ng NPA “s8 Victoria police sta-
: tioh; s_l’!bai_it-;.nakipﬂglhbgn g mga pulis atnapro-

tektahan ang Kanilang police station ‘nanagresulta sa
paghkakapatay sa tatlong rebelde at.pag arasto sa sy

« pasemmp Gi
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By Kathleen Mae Bulquerin . . . diminished because o he serios of
Voo : : - and militazry opérations. a8

The government’s tampaignionarginalize .. .
and“eventuaﬂy_gegd the New People’s Army
to.oblivion was fnrther bolstered after the’
tuilitary managed to drive them out from dne
of theit strongholds-in Buonavista, Agusan
CdelNorte, TR
- With the terrorists ont of the way, the:
wilitaty’s 83¢d Infantry Battalion (IB) and
_the duly-constitutedlocal government.are now
- fivmly in conitrol-and the local residents can -

now move freely and withouit fear, =
The operations culminated with the _
withdrawal of the terrorists from the
area. - - R
- . To further ‘assert.the presence of the
government, the military over the weekend
conducted a multi-stakeholder engagement.
‘cominunity outreach program and the’
inauiguration of 4 Cafgu patrol base in Sitio
Afaa, Bavangay _L_oiirer*Oiave,,Buenavista.

The said area used to be-under the strong
&tip of the communists but thejr infinence was )

i GO nt is
Miiitary offensive The government

“ ciearty_-xi_nning the:war against insurgency
because.of effective coordination among

% ‘soldlers, local officials and residents, -

3




" Phe Armed I‘orces nf the Ph]hppmes (AFP)_
1'epmt on Biropean finaneing of front mganizamons
for the Communist: Party of the. Philippines-New -
" People’s Aimy {(OPP- NPA) which the Buropean Union -
(EU) is now probing will be.a precursorto-dealing '
the communist movement with a erippling blow, AFP’
Depuity: Chief of Staff for Civil Military. Opeiatmns- .

(J7) Brig, Gen. Antonlo Patiade Ji. said, -

~Parlade-added the AFP welcomed the_ move_'_ of .
both the BU and Belgium to conduct an: andit to. :
* grants being provnded to aileged ﬁ ont mgamzatmns :

of the CPP-NPA:

- 'The move cams days 'after the govemment,.

-submlttecl doeumoerils. and _othel pieces Qf emdence
to. BU Programme: Manager on Governance Louis

Deéy and Belgian Ambassador. Michel Goffin, asking -
the two parties to “lmma(hateiy ce‘lse" the 1‘elease '

of funds, - o . rum fopayeﬁ

- fronts:

. 'The fronits allegedly exploit indigenous
' penples {IP) and: fabricate reports that
paint & very dive human rights situation
in the: country which they theri use as a
pretext for asking donations from foreign
donors like the EU and member states.
“We- are -armed with the ‘truth ‘and
nothing else. We are morally convinced
that what this CPP mgamzations are
doing is simply to exploit our IF; project
a very dive. HR (hitraan: rights).situation
in -our-countyyvilify:our govemmen: by
fabucatmg mpm*ts to cast doubt on the
efflmency of our government -and then
what? Ask for donations,” Parlade said,

We:are optxmlstlc that truth will
be on our side in this endeavor.

“This is & pattern they have estabhshed A

que *Bakwit' (evacuation) to ask EU funding.
A fake advocacy to Save Our Schools and ask
for more funding, Kill IP and attribute it to
government then ask for support from Human
Rights Watch,” he added.

The CPP-NPA is listed as terrorist
o1gamzat10n by the Umted States and :
the BU, - -

Parlade particularly identified the :
Rural Misglonaries of the Philippines _
(RMP) as among the groups whose
funding should immediately be stopped.

“We appreciate the positive response
“of BU and Belgium to our formnal plea to
stop funding to Rural Missionaries which
is divectly assisting the NPA in Mindanao,”
Parlade said.

: _We a6 optimistic.that truth will be-

side 111 bh:s endeavor and the

lil'furthar weaken them and 5
_will-hasten thelr drreversible. downward.
- rend: towatds: invelevance;” Detoyato: said.

- “As more surreniderers are.doming out,

“their, affidavits will furthex sl;iengthen olir:

“Parlade saul the RMP - and IBDN

B undation ara responsible for  publishing
.subversive books being dlstnbuted t0 1P
childrenin Mindenao — ained at tr&inmg
young IP to become wamms an{l ﬁght tlla '
government, . .

* “We have to expose tlus because it'i5 50
unfmr to-the other lay workers:and sisters
‘whon' we in the: AFP and Ph:llppme
Natmnal Police (PNP) partner with for
-oui- values formdtion. and: moral reform -

' pmgmms,” Pazlade sald o

L NGO fronts Iisted

' Apalt from RMP and IBON Foundatmn,
-among the Tisted -local | non-govermment

- ‘opganizations (NGO) acting as CPP

fronts’ were-the League. of the Filipino f
Students (LFS), Alternative. Learning |
Center for -Agelenltural and Liveliood :

- Development (ALCADEYV); Karapatan; '
- Mindanao terfaith-Services Foundation

ing, (MISFL); the: Salugpungan Ta’tanu
nganugon Community Learning Center
Inc: (Salugpungan/STTICLY; Alliance of
Health kaels (AHW), the Kilusang Maya _

4.



Uno (KMU); Gabr 1ela, and: the. Aﬁlanee of

Concerned Teachers (ACT).

‘Last February; the National Task: Fmee
" 1o End Loeal Commugist Armed Gonfhct b

sought a-dialogne with the-EU-and -other

Eurppean govemments, ‘detailing how
Fiwropean funds end up in the hands of :

CPP-NPA legal fronts.

Belgian NGO which are: the: usual'
_sources of funds:for: commumsi; fronts
_ grethe Solidagro; Viva Salud:and. Kiyo. It -
was also learned that the SOLIDAGRO has -
- partnered with Plulippine NGO ALCADEV;. :
IBON Foimdation;: Kmapatan, MISFL; -

Salugpungan/S’I‘TICL, and RMP

' Establ:shed partners

L The Viva. Salud on the other hand has .

'paz tnered with the AHW; KMU; Gabuela,

IBON Foundation and ALGADI}V Lastly,
KI¥O has dirvect lmks with. Gabuela, ACT
_and Ka,rapaban :

This: lnfmmatlon was ¢ g,leane' 't

Belgian: government thmugh its Mmlstry of ;

" Forelgn Affaits, Esperon said in the letter. -

“We have to expose this because itisso
“unfairto the other lay workes and sisters .
whoinwe in APP, PNP and govemment_

partner with for our-value I’mmetion and

moral refmms," he atided.

is also chaned -
; Joma" Slson.

supportmg NPA -
=thmugh its "Suporta S8 Pamllya”' :

‘_f (SUPAMIL)

““The RMP px ovide SUPAMIL or Supoﬂ;a
-8 Pamilys; (Support to Pamlly), of CPP: .
and NPA:cadresand fighters directly and
N !.hey cannot deny this, Those who will say -
. this: {s:a'Hie should bie 1eady {0 1efute this
Cinca publlc debate,” he added. :

A fake “Bakwit”
(evacuatmn) to. ‘ask EU funding

. €PP- NP4, fmnb gmups “he said, put
up PrOZYAINS. like Literacy Numemcy
- for 1P Community-Based Health System
" Aoy wounded rebeis; Parmers Resource -
-Oenters and BREAD to feed communist
ﬂghtels and their families, Sustainable
Agri, or Panday ‘Bolig using disaster
-vehabilitation as cover.

Hé said-al} .of these are programs -
syppotted. by.funds. coning from BU-and .
given to RMP-Northern. Mindanae. Region.
This in taen: rovide suppozt to the CPPNEA,

- “Dégeit,, lies, propaganda.are whiat the
. CPP-NPA have perfected. over 60 years .
" whieh have duped all of us, students,
farniers, ‘elergy, tedchers, government
- workers and infernational organizations
. Iike' BU and UN,” he said.

- “How much longel can we tolerate this -
sea_m now amounting to billions of pesos, -
which could have been spent for the
needs of the genuinely impoverished and
néglected instead of the NPA and ‘Joma's
‘minfons?" he added, ~ Mario J. Mallari



BY VICTOR REVES

THE Armed Forces yesterday said
it is pleased with the decision of the
Europcan Union and Belgium to look
into funds they have been providing to
the “Rural Missionaties of the Philip-
pines (RMP)” which is said to be a

 front organization of the. communist

movement. ) e
“Brig. Gen. Antonio Patlade, AFP
deputy chief of staff ‘for civil military

operations, said the militaty has proof .
that the Communist Party of the Philip- |

pines (CPP) and its armed wing, the New

People’s Army (NPA), arc hiding bebind .. Mis 't
- “bayan, and other front otganizations

the RMP to get fands from abroad.
“We appteciate the positive re-
sponse of BU and Belgium to_out
formal plea to stop funding t6 Rural
Missionaties (of the Philippines)
which is direetly assisting the NPAs

' in Mindanao,” said Parlade.

April 2019 M!! lﬂy a Page: ﬂ

The National Nowspapor

Je've got

'ATP spokesman Brig; Gen. Edgard -
Arevalo said BU and Belgium did not

but also to enlist a third party firm

' to audit the funds. they have-donated

to the supposed communist front
;otganization. o '
“Itshows that they desire to ensure
that their support does not end up
with organizations that actually ot
‘indirectly support tetrorist activities,”
said Arevalo. ' -
“Soon the flow of funds to orga- .
nizarons like Ibon Foundation, Rural *
Missionaties of the Philippines, Anak-

will stop. It will also halt the many
years spent and millions of pesos.fun-
neled to suppott the tetrotist move-
ment,” he added. o

The Duterte administeation, through

Students), Bayan of what they call the
Makabayai blog,” said Pmc_lade. ‘
Patlade alleged that RMP has been
providing suppott to the fa.mi_llc‘s‘ of
CPP and NPA cadtes and fighters “and
ey cannot deny this” o
th‘?T hose whoywill say this is 2 lie
should be ready to refute thisina public
debate. We ate armed with the truth
and nothing else,” said Parlnd(.a, v{ho
called the RMP a front organizadon
of the CPP-NPA. R '
Parlade said the military 1§ cot-
vinced that CPP front organizations
ate exploiting 1Ps, projecting 2 sotty
human rights situation 10 the countty,
and vilifying the govemmgnt to cast

doubt ofi its.efficiency. [
().;Ie iraplied the CPP has been killing

proof

ing to leftist group

- the National ‘Task Fotce to End Lacal

Communist Armed Conflict, last week

By . . formally asked the BU to stop giving
just commit to look into the funding, : :

funds to'the communists who are said
to be using the furids to tecrit and
exploit childten. L
Parlade said the RMP has partnered
with the Ibon Foundation in the publi-
cation of “subvexsive books” which are
used by childten in schools put up in
indigenous peoples (IP) communities, -
He said these schools “are teaching
IP children to become child warriors,”
said Parlade, T
“These missionaties cannot continue’
to hide under the cloak of. the chuich,
of whitevet faith, and then provide
funids to terrotists NPAs, and other CPP
front otganizations like Karapatan, Ga-
brieta, ACT {Association of Concetnexd
Teachers), KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno),
Anakbayan, LES (League of Filipino

{Ps and blaming the governinent for

the deaths, and will then, ask support
frorn hmman tights groups.

N



SAN FERNANDO ClTY La n_fon =
| “The Regional Peace and Order Coundil

-and Regiohal Deveiopment Couricllin.. .
Region 1 have declarad the Corrimiunist

Party of the: Phlr!ppines-New Peop!es

Army as “persona non’ grata" n. the
~armed conifiict and attaln mclusrveand o

Iiocos provinces;

- The. declaration - was announcedr

!ast Friclay. at Hotel-Ariana, Ratiang,

La Union during the joint firgt quarter.
meeting of the RPOC Reglon 1 and.
RDC Regfon 1 presided over by Majer: -
-Gen, Lenard T, Agustin; eommanderof
“the Army 7th Infantry Division, - °

Membiers of the RPOC Tand RDC i

_ unanlmous!yappmved RPOCRasohiton -
"No..1, Series of 2019; cohdernning the

unlawful acts’ commitied by-the CPp-

NPA -and dedarlng them as persona.

non grata;

NPA declared per sona
on grata’ in Re

Agustin said the declaratlon is,

- the first step I line with: President
‘Duterte!
‘which institiitionalizes the: whole of -
nation approachiarid créated a hational

Bxeciitive Ordar: No, 70" .

task foree to end-the local: ieommunist

sustalnah!e peate; :
- Thie dedlaration Was mued foilowmg
the recent 50th foquing anmveasary'

- of theiNPA. .

- The resglon deve pmentslmaﬂon- :
major, programs, -and concerns
regarding te May 13 midterm efecuons

" ‘were, discussed:in the meeting,

. Aside’ from the'i insLirgency Updates
and thee-elections; toples aboit the -

 crime situation-and ‘antiillegal - drug

operations were. also. d|scussed

‘(Fretidie: Lazaro)



j— April 2019

“Municipal council

.-thle ra[dlng his house,‘ !
- men claimed to be members of the .

ILOILO CITY ——_A municnpa!

councilor of Moises Padilla, Negros

" Occidental was shot dead early
yasterday morning. :

- A report from Philippine National
Police“Regional Office &-identified:
the victim as’Councitor Jolomar
Bafares Hilario who is seeking; -
reelection in the May 13 mldterm

“elections. -
The 5i-year-old counc:!o: was

" . sleeplng when trucks with 50
- armed men-arrived at his- house in.:

Barangay’ Inohgan at past 6 a.m.

Page: S

New.Pecpie's Army.

The perpetiators: went ins:de'
_Hilarie’s ‘room:and’ peppered him
with.bullets before fleaing, :

‘Hilario. was taken to a2 nearby.
“elinle,; but-was deciared: dead-on-
“arrival. Hesuccumbed 10, -several -
=hiillet wounds in: dtfferent parts of-

is:body.

He. was- kmed two days after

’the locat:campaign”petiod: started -
" and: i:he 50th foundmg anniversaryﬁ

I

" former prlest-turned-hlgh ranking
j'leader qf the NPA m Negros, ‘and

. in‘Negros -and Panay hot to pay

_NPA {Tara Yap)

fr'gunned down f

- of the NPA, the armed group :

of the -Communist Party of the

Philippihes.

“The “incident also came a-week 1
after the Philippine Army and: the'
police arrested: Frank Fernandez, a

3rd T
and PRO 6-hiave Urged: candidates

permit-to-campaign (\{ees ‘to the
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Konsehal bmlstaf__-_

nang dumating sa kanyang “pahay st
- Baranga Inollgan ang mnga’ trad e
Kinalulu
: p1sado 6'00 Tg UmagAnZAYong inggo.

' L% aYumazscuk sabahay ngopisyal, -
nagpakilala umano ang, mEa armado .
bllang m%a mlyembxo ng New People's

Patay 8a pamamanl ang igang
konsehal ga Moises Padilia, Negros
Oceldental ‘ngayong nggo ng
umaga.

Bata

Region

‘sa report rula sa Police
thce FP

- ro-plectionistss Mayo 13,
Natutulogangg'

RO)-6, kinilale: ang -
maslang na si incurnbent Moises Padilla.
Couticilor Jolorar Bafiates Hllarm, AR

-anyosa Korisehal :

nating b0 anri onig; lalaki,

: Dumtretso umano. ang rga Stispek -
“sa kuwarto niHitario at pinagb abarilito

habang tulog

ga. malapit na g

- nasiyaumabotnang -
“buhay dahil na rin’
ga mardming tama *
‘ng bala 58, kanyang

ba onagmtakas S
Dmalasni-llhua

Klinika, ‘pero -hind

katawan
. Tara Yap
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- dite

_ _mlllli ng Bayan's

“Habang.anim.na N

'apat ito ang nadakip.

g walong

ggo :
: few ang pag-atake st
E isang attemptad arson. incldent (Gemma Garcia)A

Page: __’L




“Hpatuloy ang gi-
nagawang pagmo-
monitof ng Armed:

Forces of the Philippines.
(AFP)-sa ‘mpa. -piilitiko -
na tumatakbo agayong -

2019 midferin elections

na ginano ay- konektado -
at: u'igbab'lyad sa-New™

PeOplc.s Ay (N PA)

" Detoyito-at -mayioon nx

_ ,_sumusnko

Ni. GEMMA GARCIA:

. To ;mg Sinabi ni AFP’
Public Atfairs:Chigf Noel

silang. tinotiitukan neon
pa-athindi sila. nahuluili
sa pagmomenitor dahil

Araw;pa-lamang nagsi-
itla ang pangan gam-
Jpanya. sa lokal at.mas
may: kakathan dinsila, :umugtmg ‘Hmauo ang
at AYrooiL ‘ia. rin mga - eampaigiy period lapag

o sjmula naanglocal cam-

& . paign period:
i gayon ay- pmag"_
iusa pdnila aiig, ngare:.

“hacsa-ngayon ay, may !
“potts dahil noong fsang’ ) 4

kabuuang. 63 ‘na :
“de angsumiiko sa AFP.
~ nilong-mga nakargang
- linggo, 28 dito ay regir:

lar na miyenibro ngINPA

Idindgdag p

bel

at i35 militia ng Bayan.
Suppoiters. :



. _Ef';y-n‘oEL PARERNO:

The: mlhtar' has: uncoveled
~analleged plot by the - -
- Maute terrorist group .-
to-launch-bombings, -
kidnappings and.extortion-
- during the, election perlod
- m Lanao provinges. -

“The information was -
intetcepted by the nnhtary s
intelligence unit trackmg
- ‘down the remaining Maute
group in Lanao del Sur, Col: .
.Romeo Brawner, chief of - -
the Army’s103rd Infantry
. Brigade, said yeterday. -

Brawner said the
plot was confirmed by
seme-members of the -

. terfotist group, who have

. surrendered to the’ m111tary,

and documents recovered -
from the tervorists’ laits,

. "We heard of their plots.-

to conduct bombings,”

continue their activities

of kldnappmg and othel

eriminalacts like: exturtlon

y failed to-cairy these
Coubdue toourrelentless
‘operations against them,”. R

- Brawiier-said.

‘He said reports: showed

. the Maute terrovist group
+ wag.divided into smallex

groups after the deaths of

g the leadérs;.

- Brawnersaid; mtelhgence

'reports indicated the group.”

“has only 15 rema)mng
members -

“He said he could not rqu
out the: support the group is

‘receiving frofn the relatives
. of ils'members,

“Although their rélatives

- know that they are bandxts,
-suppott is still given S

‘Biawner sadd;:: HE
~The: Westem Mm:lanao '

o Command vowed to: deploy

additional secuml:y men-in
several-areas in- Mmdanao
after the police listed 454 -
élection hgtspots in ihe
rcglon - (ﬁ- : :




“Babu Ps_lfirig:_reqél'l:e_d”how yhéy'li\iéd m coﬁstéﬁt-'féaf ﬁnﬁﬂ-;-tﬁé':':§6UHd'.df .guhfire'-hédfbeédme nofmé;l :

. MAGUINDANAO-— I.’t_is_é:g::e.iibw..'reigﬁs o
~and the women of Mindanao welcome it -

with their men..

. Babu Psung, 60, from Sultan S't:'
.Baron_gls_, Magumdanao, wag among. .
the hundreds of Bangsamoro residents
who witnessed the inauguration -of the
~Bangsamoro -Autonomous: Region. in

MuslimMinclanao' on:28 March. -

We feel genuinely happy that we
are able to witness all these,

"She’ 15 the wife of a grizaled More

Istamic Liberation Front (MILT)

combatant, And on-that’ day she knew

he will never go back o war again, Rver,
She had always been an evacuee or

“Dalawit” due to the age-old avmed. conﬂlct

that had torn the region,
The recent peace pact between the

_government and the former rebels now
make them as catalysts of peace and

ilevelopment,

'tlansformatmn 0" the ga,lns of the
. proceqs. S
.. Babu Psung’ recalled how tlley hved. i

She attnbutes thls hfe changmg

constzmt fear until the sotmd of gunfire hiad

becoine normal. Her husbsmd had been A

combatant long bofore-they wers mairiéd, HBI‘ husbaml llad been a combatant'i o

8he could not. hold back her tears
when she learned that her family will

'fmally be leaving behind a da.l'k chaptel o

in-their lives,
With the formal decommissmning

l of her. husband ‘and: thousands of

MILF fighters, she believes. that the
Bangsamaoro people: can louk ahead te

‘a brighter futuye, " - .
o "We already learned: that this
(decommissioning) will put weapons.

beyond use. This is not to surrender them
but, just to sét-them aside,” she said::
““The next phase s the

implementation of projects for.all.

These are not dole outs but livelilicod

‘projects:that will benefit everyone,”

: and the- govemment ',

the Peace Process, will oversee
- the-conduet of: activities under
“the Normalization Track

she o.dded w1t;h 2 bnght hope _ _
‘BapaTmam, also 60, beeame & combatanﬁ o

. -during the mattiallaw yoars, He said he is .

Jjoyful now that war 1s~:5_,‘ o1 between them.

long before they were mametg

“We. feel genuinely: happy that W ar (il
able to ‘witness all these,” lie said,

The major components under the:
Normelization Track are ecuirity; socioeconomie

- development, gonfidénce-building and .
. Transitional Justicé aid Réconciliation. N

- The Joint Novmalization, Conumttee, 4
which is under the oversight of the ~ £H#%
Office ofthe Presidential Adviser on., .

of-the Comprahensive -
Agresment on. the
Bangsamoro,
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- ang sumulke sa Hilitar kahapoy
‘Forces Battalian, sumiko sa milital

*mga armasidahil-sa-hirapinarinngkaniang

“'sa btindolcat pagtatago sa batas:Af gasuniko”
.ay. ka%alukuyang istnasailalin g4 inte
.-militar; Sinabi ni Col. Antchio:Nafaretle'ng 1101st
infantry Brlgade na Handa ‘sllang magblgay ng fi=:

7 Abu Sayyaf s:'_"l uko

Pltong miyembro

Sulu.:Sa-ulat ng Rhilippine Arm

dide-sabayan ng Parang Sul kasama angkanllang

gasyon ng

- -nancial assistarice mula.sa gobyeropara Imakapag-.
. sifiLila ng bagong’ buhaiy:¢ ‘ang:maga rebelde. Nilinaw
Nitg-na-ang:pito: ay ‘isasailalim. sa: Suli Provincial:

. govemment IIVeIIhO(Jd program (Gemma Garcla}

A) hd Special .
angmga:ban-



samoro Transition Author-

# “terim Chief Minister Murad
Ebrah:m to work for the release ‘of
national funds for the Bangsamoro Au-
tonotmous Region in Muslim Mindahzo
(BARMM), which President’ Rodrigo
Duterte inaugurated last Friday,

In its first parliamentary session
that day, the BTA passed four resolu-

tions, two of which empowered Ebra- -

him to “request the release of the
transition fund” and “to request for

. ity"(BTA) has authorized In- -

- the transfer of the current year 8 ap :
_ _ _ : ;proprmtions for the ARMM ‘o the
¢ OTABATO CITY ~'The Bang- - 5 '

BARMM L

Under RA’ 110.:4 oF. the Bangsam—_

oro Organic Law, the national gov-

- ernment must allocate a ¥t 2—bxlllon
“trangition fund” for the new region’s. ¢

initial operations. It also abolished the
29-year-Autcnomous. Region in Muslim
Mindanao(ARMM), and the P32- billion
budget appropriated for thls year will

" gotoBARMM.

The parharhentary resolutlons
wergpassed eatlier purportedlyfor
the presentation of the excerpts.on

‘the two budget-related measures

to Presxdent Dutez te;
- But.-in* his “Ning-minute speech, -

- the Presndent did:not mention budget
_ concerns for the new- entity, reiterat-
. ing only 'his' ‘general description. of

BARMM asa potential avenue to' help
‘correct historical injustices of the -

. past™among Moro communities,

‘In his welcome address:at the in-
auguratmn ceretnony, Ebiahim also .

did not mention BARMM’S financial
“woes, pointing out’ only thé prospects

of the fledgling region in the dawning

~of “new beginning for Bangsamore”

and ‘his admmlstxatlons adherence

‘to good governance prescribed by law

and Islam:c prmclpies

In a radio interview Thursday,
Ebrahim said BARMM's leadership:
expected the Department of Budget
and Management (DBM) to felease
within this April funds for maintenance

- and operations as well as’ salaries of
. the 37,000 former workers of ARMM
serving the new regional government

on a holdover capacity. - .
While waiting for national funding,
officiats and staff appointed by Ebra-
him in 10 initially constituted minis-
tries will be considered as volunteers.
Ebrahim’s radio announcement
followed some posts on Facebook pur-

porting that BARMM’S ho]dovex' rank-
and-file personne! were anxious about
delayed salaries inMarch and par l:ly in
February this year

Manila Bulletin sources from the

‘regional edication sector said the de-
" layed release forced many teachers

as well as elementary and secondary
public ‘schoot officials in BARMM to
take out loans-so they could hoid grad-
uation ceremonies. 2,7"

The sources attfibuted the delay
to- the late submission of BARMM of-
ficials’ stateinents of agsets, liabilities
and net worth (SALN) to the national
government.

7



t wasa magmficent three-pomt shot.

complaint submitted on March 13 beat: .

the- buzzer by four days, before “the
‘Philippines, in . the contemplatiun of

Rodrigo Duterte, effectwely opted ‘out of .-
membership in'the Intematlonai Crimmali_ o

Court on March 17.

The Del Rosario-Morales gamblt wasa_
strategic ‘counter-elite move. It shows re< =

-spected leaders like Albert del Rosario and

Conchita Carpio Morales. taking personal‘-

risks to file'a case againstXi Jinping before

 the JCG for ctimes against humanity and for -~ o ‘
" implementing a system to controltheSouth” =~~~ 'g

China SeafWest Philippine Séa (WPS) ‘that

has caused environmental degradation: and:

- livelihood losses to Fihpmo fishermen,,

The domestic impact of the gamblt is:,
electufymg, because far too many of: ‘the 7

powerful elites in this country, in gavern-'

ment, in the private sector and civil soci-

.ety, have -actively aligned with President
Duterte, or have fallen silent. Even those
who may have realized their grievous mis-
takein egging My, Duterte to run for presi-
dent in 2016, notably Fidel V. Ramos and
Aquilino Pimentel Jr., have kept silént.

The move has been criticized as a “polit- -

ical move” with ne-chance of success. It is,
. infact, a bundle of political, legal, psycho-

Jogical and other moves. The Philippines -

has greater chances of taking on’ China

before international Taw and world public.

arenas than in theé military and bilateral
diplomacy arena. Besides, one cannot judge
 awhole gameby the first move-alone: -

From the Philippine pérspective, the

move has already been a success. Thou-

sands have signed a petition supporting -
the complaint. It has helped1ift the sense .
of paralysis that has enveloped this nation

"-mtrusmn into our domestlc affairs‘ :
-The Del Rosario-Morales gambit: push-'-

es ‘the envelope for more’ pervasive but

low-key activities: that will help- siistain
this nation’s viability and: integrity. ‘There

are layers of patriotism and national com-
munity-building that- are -at play. Many
people just do what they have done all
their’ lives—exude professional excel:

“lerice;:day in"and day out. Many-others are
‘deeply’ engaged in social” respon81b111-'
“ty—workifig withy people; generating in-
- clusive livelihood, defending and promot-
ing-hurnan rights, protecting the environ- -
‘ment and moderating profits. Many others
play ‘out servant leadershlp, helping com- -
-munities help : ‘themselves, -and - hielping

organizations ‘achieve -their missions by

making such achievement about teams -

and not about egos. Andmany: people plant

‘trees and pick up the trash.

“The Del Rosario-Motales gambit_sus-
tains the narrative of Rodrigo Duterte as a

vassal of China. Mr. Duterte has disowned

terte’s. _
-dewn 200 pages and, accounts that partly .

e the mlt‘a we, dec armg 867 to. v1sxtmg :

Chinese leaders. But’ thls posture is not -

.-without cost.

L oM Duterte hlmself 1s expenencmg a
§ ._’greducnon in'his degreesof freedom. Scold-

- ing the Metropolitan: ‘Waterworks' and -

Sewerage System hias not- solved the water

“ crists: The. drug and corruption problems

have worsened, Economic . growth fore-
castsrare less optl_mist_lc Nur Misuari is
hovering menacingly over the Bangsamoro:
Autonomous Region in Mustim Mindanao.

-Presidentlal intrusion. inte the eiectoral_.;
".'process s alarmmg Publ!c opinion’ is-
- much more attentive’ and; critical. Over '
“three years, he'continues to' ‘rail agatnst hig
' .spet:lal enemles, but he now realizes he
---_needs ta- pause and ponder the - -conse-

quences of his.actions. :
Recently, Facebook degraded Mr, Du--
“air force”-wdrastlcall_y shutting

constitute the massive intravenous infusion

of fake news that sustains the Dutertecult,
That the Del Rosario-Morales gambit

will ruffle Chinese feathers is certain,

“but it 'will win: us respectability . among
~fellow Asean -claimant- -countries like -
" Vietnam, Indonesta -and Malaysia, -and

other ‘countries mtimldated by thls new

'_lmperiallst onthe hleck.. .

‘The Pel Rosarlo-Morales gamb1t has

_taken the war to XiJinping, the capo di tutti

capi, and ‘the local boss is embarrassed.
What can he do—add Del Rosario and
Morales to his hit list? That will only boost

" the psychological: lift from this gambit.

Filing the complainit doesn't look like a
futlle act, after all ﬁ@

doyromero@gmail.com
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" that the 1mplementaneﬁ ol the

THERE ‘ate. good di

Bangsamoro Orgamc Law (BOL)
will: succeed,” ‘except for Nur
Misuari's threat of- waging war

(if federalism is not constdered) -
made under the very. nose-of -
Presiderit. Duterte and hlS top_
- security advisers - 7

Misuari' did, not elabqrate-
what ‘type ' of federahsm he N

is asking for, and he ‘seems’

to be not fully aware that the

BOLs features ‘have g sem-

blance- of the federalzsm es-

poused by forimer. Senate presi-

-dent Nenge- leentel ‘
I was in the BARMM.

(Bangsamoru ' Autonﬂmous
Region in Muslim Mindanao)
area more. than a week ago,
and [. noticed "all top-rated
hotels in Cotabato City were

fully ~ booked with foreign

visitors; Photocopymg and

~ blue printing shops were busy

:tmh maps,
“and: déeds” of sale, slgmfymg
L an upbeat business atmo-

€opies ¢ MOAs.

“sphere after the ratlftcatmn

of the BOL." _
-1 learned that the Ieaders of
the trangition govemment are’

: attempting td'increase. the per
capita. lncome of ‘Muslims . in

the area to a level” similar to’
Kuwalts“ GDP “per, caplfa_ _

$69,700 a5 of 2017 estirate) -

froim the - Pluhppmes ‘GDP 'of.
$10,000 - {2017 estimate). “This~
isarealistic farget; considering
the miilions of barrels of
gasand oil deposits in Liguasan

Marsh ‘that  belong to the . -

Fll:pmo Muslims

" Let us pray to. Allah ‘that.
progress and peace will - rergn
forever in'the Musllm regmn

iSlDROC VA ENCIA

elmdvalenclac':O@qmall com



“since the. treaty was sighed ' ‘_
. in’ August 1951 more -than'

. Carlos B; Romulo, Ioaqum_

‘the. Phihppmes. while ‘Dean

__UmtedStates SR ‘ :L HEVHI.I.E

.therefore be Tore: m the nature af gettm to knew each Gther :

Nonetheiess, Lorenzana is expected to take up the'matter of apossi- ..

ble review of the Phlltppmes—Umted}States Muttil Defense Treaty. -
(MDT) ‘He:has consistently advocates  review of this security ar-

. rangement noting that. significant changes m regional and global re-

Iatlonshlps ‘have taken:place .

half a century ago. Inciden: .
tally the treaty was signed by -

Ehzalde. Vicente J, Francisco. o
and Diosdado: Macapagal for-

Acheson, John Foster _Dulle=s_ AR
Tofn Connally-and Alexan- -
der ‘Wiley ‘signed - for the

Whlle Others have spoken . o RAMONJ FAROLAN
up for mamtaming the exist- |
ing treaty in its present form, declarmg its. vagueness as bemg some

form of deterrent, Lorenzana has called for greater clarity.as to the ex-

tent of US comumitment in.the region. For one:thing, it does not address
situations arising’ vathm our exclusive economic zone, The MDT Article
4in partlmlar, taiks vaguely.of “an armed attack in the Pacific area...”
How gbout nonviolent encroachments short of an armed attack? -
Shanahan served for 30 years as a Boeing Aircrafi Corp. execu-
tive before belng appointed by Presxdent Donald Trump to_the
position of deputy defense secretary in.2017, During his time at
Boeing, he ‘was known as “Mr. Fix It,” being a key management
expert in the development of company aircraft. He took over In
January 2019 when Gen. James Mattis resigned over policy dlffer-
ences with Trump specifically over his sudden decision to w1th—_
draw US forces from Syria. )
~Afewnotes.on Mattis, Flhpmos shouid be spec1ally grateful for his’
rolein the retuin of the Balangiga beélls, As { mentioned in an eatlier
column, his persona[ Anitiatives and actions in monitoring devélop-
ments on the return of our national treasure made the event possible,
‘Mattis is a product of the ROTC program in'the United States, He
joined the Marine Corps and was known as the “warrior monk” fot his
intellectual skills, When he was appointed to the defense position by
Trump, he needed a waiver from Congress since the National Security
Act prohibited an active duty officer to.serve as defense secretary un-
til seven years after retirement. Thi$ was to ensure separatlon from
military and civilian oversight responszbihtles The waiver was grant-
€d by a Senate vote of 98-1, a measure of the respect.in which he was'
held by the lawmakers. Perhaps we might consider this same condi-
tion in the appointment of our defense officials. His resignation was .
considered a terrible blow for the Trump administration, '
The Lorenzana-Shanahan meeting takes place on the first day of:
the month-of April, a day traditionally known as April Fool's Day.

s




On April 4, 1956, 51 0f the'original 77 emerged a
were commissioned as secorid Ii it
Philippines, and were distibit
the AFP-Army, Air Fo
- lary, now ‘the Philippin
. from:the APP, leaving th
. The gredt majority
true for the Classof igs 7
products of provincial high schools f;v\'ii_th'a_few:'c’or_r_ﬁﬁ'g from Metro:
Manila-edacational institutions, All are chosen by merit using'as.
basis competitive exanis heldl-naeicnwide;"rhg.freev‘_cqflege' educa-
tion complete with subsistenice, ‘shelter, ‘uniforms, ‘books ‘and a

and thisis

Amoderatefstip.end,';ale_support'e'd_z_byfthé'Filipiﬁd-rta:_ipayer,_"is'tbf't'en"
cited as thé'main"reasjqnifor,joinin’g-’the-academy; e
“In 195;_1,:t?.he_'Phil_ippine'sihad'_‘a population: of 22 nifllion; today

. there are over 100 Teillion. Filip'inosp"_'l-‘he commianderin chiefwas -

Elpidio Quirino ‘from:Ilgcos Sur; today the ‘commanderin ‘chief,’
. Rodrigo Duterte; hails from the opposite gnd‘-of'the\za'rch'ipelago n
Davao. In 1952, the AFP Had ‘only eight generals; today it has 180
generals, In 1952, the PMA cadet corps consisted of only some 300
cadets; today the corps-has over 1,060:cadets with approximately
one-fourth being women, My S :
Ofthe 51 graduates, one becartie national"ser‘:ur;ity adviser, another
served as commanding general, Philippine Army and director genérai,
Natlonal Intelligence Coordinating Agency, while another was com-~
manding - general, Philippine Air Force and ‘later; ‘ambassador to
Indonesia. Others setved as‘heads of government-owned and ~con-
trolled corporations, particularly Pagcor and Phillppine Airlines, This
week the surviving members of the Class of 1956, along with their
ladies; gef together'_to'mark-aha;hér'rrﬁlestone i life. The dwindling
imbers tell us that the final boarding call is not too far away.

. rjfard!anSé@gmaii;co'm B

6-—come from the'middle class. Many ‘are” -
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mga kasama. sbalang- -abalaisa. pagt
a:puilu tang sihampaluk
nagrerekl

Sundaﬂo nagpatulong sa BITAG 2 grerem.amo i
“na mak_aballk sa serbisyo U e e

ay sa akinng. tale lang dopasarap's buhay. Isang matin-

anilang. nitala-. ding katiihiy rme at.8a 98 ayar; chrladlko

ss 2 ]
y. Walangnaging problema ga
pat-dapat s Abrazado: - ..
i ] Fansin faminang egustiuhan: niyang; mag!mgkod sa
gil-saiserbisyo ng ng dije process. - bayan. Gusto lang falagang. ma-redesm ang:sarili.at sa.
. Hunorably discharged ang:pdb’re.a darogatory - army.-Hindi dapat maparusahan ang pobren ito.dahil
»record, Naglka-lache- ang g huhey-nang-. lame Y -minor nfraction. Handang ma NE agbalchakan

makaen kuwentro silang NPA. ndanao. Ang

, : i Lanae 0.saang I:'arte pang
yang buddy ang sentinel.o-look out: nang maga' ng.ingi- . mga ganitong Idase ngt suhda

-dente.. Smalakay sila-ng mga aimadong- rebetcte ' ! {tularan. ‘Snappy salutel

el

|apa! na bngyang na-
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14 Reds killed, 16 nabbed in Negros Oriental
By Sarwell Meniano March 31, 2019, 5:35 pm

TACLOBAN CITY — A day-long joint military and police operations against the New
People’s Army (NPA) in Negros Oriental on Saturday has resulted in the death of 14 and
capture of 16 members.

Government forces served 36 search warrants to suspected rebel hideouts in three cities
and nine towns in the province. Executive judges in Negros Oriental and Cebu City issued
the warrants for alleged violation of Republic Act 10951 or the Comprehensive Firearms
and Ammunition Regulation Act, government sources revealed.

Those killed reportedly fought back and engaged authorities in a shootout as the latter
served the search warrants. Some eight of the fatalities were from Canlaon City, four from
Manjuyod, and two from Santa Catalina Negros Oriental, it was reported.

Dubbed as “Oplan Sauron 2pt0”, the operation has led to the recovery of 563 assorted
firearms, including high-powered rifles, handguns of various calibers and some grenades.
Also seized were 210 assorted ammunition, seven gun magazines, 108 empty shells, four
mobile phones, and voluminous subversive documents.

“The simultaneous implementation of 36 search warranis resulted to the arrest of 16 person
subject for the search warrants while six suspects were able to elude arrest, but resulted to
a positive recovery of their firearms,” the Philippine National Police said in its report.

“Oplan Sauron 2pt0” is an internal security operation plan against personalities connected
to the Communist Party of the Philippines, NPA, National Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-
NDF) in the first congressional district of Negros Oriental and a follow-up to the Dec. 27-29,
2018 operation dubbed as “Oplan Sauron,” the same sources explained.

The joint operations covered Ayungon, Canlaon City, Guihulngan City, Mabinay, Manjuyod,
Siaton, Santa Catalina, Tanjay City, and Vallehermoso.

Government forces conducted the operation in response to recent attacks committed by the
CPP-NPA, which is listed as a terrorist organization by the United States and European

Union.

These rebel offensives reportedly include the thwarted attack on Canlaon Police Station,
failed assassination of policemen in Manhuyod town, killing of an Army retiree, failed
assassination of a junior police officer in Canlaon town, and assault on the residence of an
intelligence operative of Manjuyod police station. (PNA)
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7K plus troops to participate in '‘Balikatan’ 2019
By Priam Nepomuceno March 31, 2019, 3:22 pm

MANILA - Around 7,550 Filipino, American and Australian troops will be participating in
this year's "Balikatan" exercises which will formally start April 1 and end on the 12th.

This was disclosed by Philippine "Balikatan" public affairs officer, Lt. Cmdr. Liezl M.
Vidallon, in an interview with reporters Sunday.

Vidallon said this can be broken down into 4,000 personnel for the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, 3,500 on the United States side and 50 from the Australian Defense Force.

He added that the Australian participation is possible as exercises are muliilateral for this
year.

Exercise venues will be in Northern and Southern Luzon.

Objectives for "Balikatan” 2019 are to enhance the inter-operability of participating forces
aside from highlighting long-standing military relations between the Philippines and the
US. (PNA)
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Student activist-turned Army scholar gets college diploma
By Lilian Mellejor March 31, 2019, 448 pm

g S

Members of the 71st Infantry Battalion congratulate Peter (with Toga), a Salugpongan-
turned Army army scholar, during a graduation ceremony of the Liceo de Davac Tagum
College on March 29, 2019. (Photo courtesy of 71st IB CMO)

DAVAO CITY -- A 24-year-old supporter of the Communist New People's Army (NPA) who
surrendered to government forces and became a scholar of the Philippine Army's 71st
Infantry Battalion (711B) was among the successful graduates of the Liceo de Davao
Tagum College.

Identified only as alias Peter, he received his diploma on Bachelor of Science in Secondary
Education on Friday’s graduation of the Liceo de Davao Tagum Coilege held at the New
City Hall building in Tagum City.

Peter was a student of a Salugpungan school run by the Mindanao Interfaith Services
Foundation, Inc. (MISF1) in Sitio Tyra, Barangay Lapu-Lapu, Maco, Compostela Valley that
has been reportedly penetrated by the communist recruiters teaching students to grow up
hostile to the government.

Peter came from a poor Mansaka tribe familty who cannot afford to send him to school.
After finishing high school in the Salugpungan, MISFI sent him to Liceo de Davao as its
college scholar on condition that he would go back as a volunteer teacher of Salugpungan
school after graduation.

In 2018 at the height of the mass surrender of the New People’s Army (NPA) members and
underground supporters and arrest of some insurgents, Peter and his brother, who was
serving as informant of the NPA, feared they would also suffer the same experience of
those arrested by the government.

This prompted Peter and his brother to surrender in August 2018 in Purok 8, Barangay
Nueva Visayas in Mawab, Compostela Valley. His surrender aiso cut the scholarship from
MISFI. Nowhere to go, Peter then sought the help of the 71IB.
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“We were told he did not like it teaching in Salugpungan. That after college he would take
the exam for teachers and work somewhere else,” said First Lt. Jhocell D. Asis, Civil
Military officer of the 71st Infantry Battalion based in Maco, Compostela Valley province.

In a phone interview on Sunday, Asis said the 71IB went beyond its means and helped
Peter continue with his coliege education at Liceo.

Asis said Lt. Col. Esteveyn Ducusin, the commanding officer of 71IB and whose advocacy
is empowering youth, decided that the unit will take responsibility for Peter's studies.

The 71st IB assisted Peter in ali school’s requirements, including financial assistance and
board and lodging.

“We are joyful having known Peter’s graduation. This only implies that those who go back
to the folds of the law are ensured with opportunity for better fife. And we will always extend
help to those who will cooperate with us,” Ducusin said in a statement.

Peter has already expressed his intention to join the Army.

“He really liked to join the Army so we will help him process his papers and take the exam
in October. He can qualify for an officer because he is a college graduate,” Asis said.

Asis said the 711B has also facilitated the employment of his brother in a private company.
He refused to name the company for security reasons.

The 71IB also enrolled the family of Peter in the People’s Organization created by the Army
troops to assist families of the surrenderers. Peter's family has already planted the
seedlings provided by the 711B.

“May lupa kasi sila na gusto i-develop (They have now lands they want to develop) into an
agricultural area,” Asis said.

According to Asis, the 711B will continue to provide interventions in areas affected by
communist insurgency. (PNA)
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AFP-CRS: Army extends medical care to arrested NDF consultant

Posted to the Armed Forces of the Philippines-Civil Relations Service (AFP-CRS)
Facebook page (Mar 31, 2019): Army extends medical care to arrested NDF consultant
National Democratic Front consuitant and former Catholic priest Francisco Fernandez and
his wife, Cleofe Lagtapon, were accommodated and given appropriate medical treatment at
the Army General Hospital (AGH) after his arrest on Sunday, March 24, 2019.

Fernandez and his wife were arrested by personnel of the Laguna Provincial Police Office
by virtue of a warrant of arrest for murder and for violating Republic Act 10591 or th...e
Comprehensive Firearms and Ammunition Regulation Act when several pistols and
grenades were found in his possession in his residence in Nagcarian, Laguna.

According to Brigadier General Benedict Arevalo, commander of the 303rd Infantry Brigade
based in Murcia, Negros Occidental, Fernandez is Secretary of the New People’s Army
Komiteng Rehiyonal-Negros and has four standing arrest warrants for murder. “it took
some time before we got a breakthrough on the location of Frank Fernandez,” he added,
pointing out that the Army's efforts became a law enforcement operation wherein the
Philippine National Police carried out the apprehension based on the warrants of arrest
issued by the courts.

After the arrest, the couple were initially brought to the Asian Hospital and Medical Center
in Alabang, Muntinlupa to undergo physical examination when Fernandez complained of
chest pains. They were eventually transported to AGH upon the request of Police Chief
Superintendent Edward Carranza, CALABARZON Regional Director for security reasons.

“We have received information that some of his comrades will attempt to free the couple
from our custody. The police has primary custodial responsibility over the couple but we
requested the Army, which has secondary responsibility, to accommodate them in their
secure medical facility”, said Carranza.

“We assure the public that his medical needs are being met and his rights are upheld. Our
doctors all have taken their Hippocratic Oath and do not discriminate against anyone who
needs medical attention”, said Lt. Col. Ramon Zagala, Army spokesperson. | Philippine

Arm
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https://www.facebook.com/peace88. 3fm/photos/peh.21 78386888895444/21783859655622
03/?type=3&theater

https:/fwww.facebook.com/peaceBB.3fm/photoslpcb.21 78386888805444/21783861355621
86/7type=3&theater
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hitps://www.facebook.com/peace88.3fmlphotos/pcb.21 78386888805444/21783863288955
00/?type=3&theater

https:ﬂwww.facebook.comlCivi!RelationsServiceAFP/'?fref=ohoto
Posted by Retired Analyst at 11:02 PM No comments:
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