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Officials of Lobo town oppose a
saying it will harm their mangy

i

By Maricar Cinco
@maricarggr}gOINQ

The sudden appeamnc'e dof a
large Chines¢é-manned dredging

vessel 'not “only-caused alarm -
among residents-ofa flshmgwl- ‘

- lage in Lobo town, Batangas
provinee, but also: unraveled a

plan by .a private company to |

- ship tons. of sand from theix riv- -
er to build a runway of Hong '

Kong International Airport, the
Inquirer learned on Tuesday.
The MV Emeraid, a z,990-

ton Hopper dredger- suddenly
appeared. off Barangay Lagad-

Iarin on Thursday arid anchored
close to its 3o- hectare ‘man-
grove forest, according to vil-
lage chief Mafriel Dimaano.

. The gg-meter-long, 17~me-
ter-wide ship sailed into. Lobo’s
waters without prior notice .or
pennission from local officials,
Dimaano said-on Tuesday.

“Why would a ship that big
suddenly dock here when we
don't even have a pier? Di-
maane told the Inquirer,

_'STORY BY MARICAR CINGO |

1t was niot until Monday that

a. representatwe of ‘Seagate En-

gineerifig and Buildsystems vis- .
ited: Lagadlarm and. apologized
for. cauémg alarm; He explaiied:
that the company had planned
o put up signages-regarding a: .
projéct to dredge the Lobo: Rivé ;

er, Dimaano_sau:l

B ‘Totally hystencal’

Y went totally hysteracal and .
raised my'vaice athim. 1 told him,
how come their ship came ahiead
and only thought of putting up.

signages " aftérwards. We  were
not informed at all;” he sald..

Lobe Mayor Juriy Manalo'
said Seagate's - representative,
who was not immediately iden- -
tified, cited a ‘supposed deal -
struck between the company

and a former mayor in 2008 to
dredgethe river, bt this-did not

push through. He 'satd. the com-.

pany representative showed an

environmental compliance Cer-

tificate (ECC)issued for the pro-
ject ir1.2018 by the Environmen-

tal Management Bureau{EMB}J,

plan to dredge their river for sand to Bluld arunway in Hong Kong,
Gve forest and part of the Verde lsland Pa.ssage, a marine sanctuary,

“I told h1m we wouldn t aiiow -
_'the dredging hecause we have @
dike which. would miostly. hkely' :
collapse if they dredge the river, -
“We also wouldn't allow them to’
Tdestroy ok sed," Manalo satd,

- The:mayor otderedithe shlp to

f_ieave, but it remained’ anchored .
;'-offLagadIarln on Tuesday L

Dredgihg agreement
’I‘he Inqulrel has leamed

that " the- former. mayor. was
Manalo’s younger brother, Vip- -
.gillo, whowas authorized: by the
’mumclpal council then ta.enter :
into- 4-memorandum of agree-
‘ment (MOA) with: Seagate o
dredge the river,

- According . to documents
seen by the Inquirer, the coun-

cil; through-an Oct. 28, 2008,
duthorizeéd - then .
Mayor Virgilio Manalo to enter
“inte - & MOA. with Seagate to
-dredge “180,600 square meters

resolutlon,

and expandable as necessary” of .
the Lobo River for flood conirol,

- But-it" was .only’ almost 1o
years later, on July 6, 2018, that






Seagate obtained the ECC from -
‘the . Calabarzon' regional office
of the EMB ‘for ‘the “desifting, -
“dredging: " and - remediation!” -
~ works for the Lobg: River Basm:‘

Periphery Project;

One’ ‘document dated Feb 8, :

: 2019, seen by the Inqulrer was a

purchase order made by:a com: -

pany called Synergy: Plus-Hold-

» ings Ltd. to Seagate for the pur-

chase of 2 million cubic meters

of Lobio River sand for $5 pet

metrlc ton “at souice” to be used:

for the Hong Kong Intematlonal
Aitport’ Three Runway System
Pro;ect S

.Govern'qr notawarée

- It was uncléar. whether Sea- '

gate could export the sand or
even . begin ‘the dredging be-
cause . the reglonal Mines and

_"Geoscmnces Bureau ‘office de-

nied -the company’s request.in
February for'a mineral gre ex-
port permit and the current of-
ficials of the town were agamst
the'dredging.

eagate officials could not

-'dropped arichor just’ 5oo.meters
from the shore, yvhrch happenecl '
o be'a iangrove reserve,

PpIn
- Guard” (PCG) and:the: Batangas
- and” maritime pohce, who ar:

be reached for comment

- Beltangas Gov. Herm:lando '

Mandanas also Said he was bot

.aware of the ship's arrival.and.

‘had' hotvissued any dredgmg'.',,
* but:they:said he couldn't $peak

{Filipino) s0 they sent the'(crew

permlt.

- Police - Lk Col Grisostomo' -
_Ubac, chief.of the Batangas Police:
; o mterpreter ‘The Filipino'was al~ -

_sawith them,” e’ Manalo: said

Tobols part of the Verde Is-

land ‘Passage, a tnaring sanciti-

ary being whit scxentists call'the

world's: center 0f the center of -

marine: shorefish. brodlversrty
Screntasts say mangroves

‘help prevent goil erosion it ar--

eas with strong ‘wives, remove

dirt. and pollutants fram’ the_

fand ‘dnd ‘could: even ‘act as-a

baffer to storm surges brought‘

by strong typhoons.’ They sy

" mangroves ‘also ‘help in the

healthy growth of seagrass and
coral reef ecosystems. ©

Menako said b'u'angay “offi-
clals were "prevented from-

boarding the smp Only memn

“crew'mernbers on Saturday

L forcementAgehcy) i Manalo said :

No fnearms ‘o 1ilegal drugs By

3 from Talwarr af- -
ter. he spoke with'one of the. -

"1 "agked ‘for .the (shrp) cab-,
taln fo. come down and gee me

member) and a Filrpmo as his

Ubac said the -vessel may
have: violated -envirohmental

laws. when it dropped anchor

off. Lagadiarm, but the marine

protected areéa has not been of-

ficially declared in wnting 50
there was no legat bas:s to ar-
rest the crew. .

He'said the crew mtended to

“conduct unc_ler water quarrying,
'partit_:u!arly at the mouth of
" Loha River, but they could not

presentany. document for that,
According to Dlmaano, there

‘{5 4 smallmangrove forest close
 to the mouth of the river that is
" adjacent to his village's own

Mangrove reserve.
Manalo. said the ship's an-
chor might have alrgady dam-



ey we:
dont airen allow oir own fish-
. ing rafts g anchor'there, how-_ -

=Pa1ace- Wi 'wm verify

-Manila" pre51denual

spokesperson Salvador

. said the military was now fook-

“ing into:the arrival of the ship,
*“We.willverify,” Panelo told
reporters, adding: that he had: -
texted the head:of the military's -

Southern Luzon Cammand'-

quell appreh sions about the

‘vessel, ‘saying it Had & “contract
to dredge and desilt a 6.5:kilo-

meter tretch of the- Lobo River.
Balilo also said the ship had
an importation - ¢ledrance fiom

the Maritime fidustry Authority |

as well.asan ‘anchorage clearance
issued bythe Pluhppme Ports Au-
thority. Tts tréw of nine Chinese
nauonals alsoHold vaiid visas.
“Based on “the "environment

compliauce certificates  igsued
by the Department of Enwronf-’
ment and Natural Resources,

the, dredging Operations- will

covey, parts of the v:l!ages of

Fabrl&a, Lagadlarin, - Olo-Gile,
Poblation, Tayuman; ‘Mabilog
na Bundok and Nagtaluntong
-WITH REI'OR'I‘S FROM LYN RII.I.ON,
Jovic YEE AND CHRISTIN!E o AVEN-
nAﬁo INQ

: i : 's'pokesp.erson,: '
Capt Armand Balilo, tried to
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n Bagulo: FD]
ices: dec:ded to' m_ltlate-- S link

helist of ]udges aliegedly: _
illegal drug trade. This
mal fact- :

the’ Sup1eme Cotit,” SC'_
Brmn Hosaka said-ina

rerng. '.
The's pxeme Court hke 1S the :
ot tolerate any illegal or .
ithiritsranks,”

- ately, the preme Courthast " most seni6r member. of the hig
and has atithoriaed: Assocnate Ius- tribunal, His desxgnatmn tolead the:
tice Diosdado Perslta to coordinate 1nvebt1gat10n, insiders, explained,
o and commumc:ate dnectly w:th ’che' Lo Turn to Page10



_— o et

IR 'Z_SC'-'rEfbuﬁj}?ag

' pieans that the Courtisitaking:
this issue “very seriously.” - -
The STAR reported.last. name
‘Monday that SC officials re-. findi
" cently: requestecl: the names of -
* the judges for an internal inves-
, tigation, but PDEA has refused
" to share the information. =~
‘PDEA ditector general Aat-
_ony Aquino yesterday refected
 the ‘request of the Supieme
,Court to get.a copy of the Jist- .
" of judpes allegedly. linked 40
“theillegal-drugs trade, -~ .
" He said it'is still premiature
_to give the names of judges
includedin President Duterte’s
cdraglist, . ol
- “The PDRA begs for under-
 standing as we cannot provide -
 the 8C. with the PRRD list of . -
narco judges as it will still be i
; revalidated-by the concerned -
law enforcement agencies,”"
1 he said in a'statement to The
PQTAR: -l eln e
-+ Aside from PDEA, the thiree .
othet agencies validating the -
narco list. are:the National
Intelligence Coordinating .
Agency, Intelligence Service
. of the Arned Forces of the he:
Philippines and Philippine i
National Police. -~ =~ ;
Aquino, onariofficial trip to
Sirigapore, said they could also
not give the names of proseci-
tors with suspected drug links
for the same reason, .~ ..
. .Aquinoearlier said there are:  nal
13judges and IOfrO'secutors.in- inthenarcolist: = .
Duterte’s narcolist -+ .o Justice: Secretary
*“Gen,; Panfilo Lacsonhasalso
called on PDEA to share the:
namesof the narco judgeswith

n2017.. .

PDEA last Monday.

trade but the Philippine Drug
Enforcemeént Agency said the .
former policeman may be re-
- ferring to another person. - -
Pe Lima, who is injail over
drug-related charges, also
cited the need to iriquire into
the citizenship of presidential
aﬁpai'ntees Jike Yang as well as
theirinflugnce over policies,

" Presidential spokesmatiSal- -

vador Panelo said the adminis--

&

another administrative case . ali

. The Déepartment of Jus- lege
tice, for its part, has likewise |
‘requested the PDEA-for the n:
names of 10/prosecutors tagged

: ; Menardo . in
Guevarra said he sent an of= "
ficial communication with

Defore the public;

"__'ﬁré;sﬁ_t_éaaelll'z?tﬁié'i"iéévi}sfer

* Maldcatiang is leaving it to-
ormer presidential economic
adviser Michael Yang to decide

1+ - whether to attend investiga-

id. - tions on his alleged invelve- !

[

“named by Duter

lé M .:

tration is leaving it'to Yang to
decide whether to-attend the
Senate probe or clear his name

" #That's for him to decide

for himself,” Panelo said, and

that those who think Yang is
into illegal.drugs should just
file charges instead of making

-accusations before the media.
* = With Alexis Romero, Em—"

manuel Tupas

I chief Geh._‘Qs"car}Albajr—f
favors naming in_public
g prosecutors’al-

" "It was already done to-
©other peoplesolet's justbe fair
- toeverybody,” Albayalde said.

" mentinthe illegal drugs trade.
- Opiposition Sen, Leila de

Lima has called for.an investi-

gation on Yang's alleged illegal

activities. The senator also
asked the Senate to determine
whether Yang abused his posi-

o tion as economic adviser for

personalinietest.

Yang, a Dav_zj'di-bas"ed Clﬁ—'

- nése ‘husinessinan, has been

accused by dismissed. police

_Serdor Supt. Eduardo Acierto

ofinvalvement in illegal drugs
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China Sea should star

‘the'area following the. diplo.. 4

'n}aﬁcpmtes_fﬁled-ﬁgy-t P

AU wernip- -
PIne governmerit,presidential -
ador Panelp

spokesman. Salv.

said yesterday,. - .-

“Can.you telt me whatiis . #
— whatr'dmer'_'su'qng Ineggage
can you give to them, except . man
Ao leave the place,” Panelo said - i

whenasked about the nextstep " enfouc

: followmgthedlploma licprotest. ] :
aboutthe alleged harassment by ielo echos
' oo Duterte'sstand ag

. Chitiese fishermeri, - ./ -

. Panelo warned the Philip-
pines will “look. for, anather’

gourse. of actipn to assert our
so_’vereigng" if Bedjing continues:
toignore the protest.” - -

Panelo said the matter on the . - . : just
giving youwhatIthotight, what

leged incursions of China into

‘the disputed: areas at the South.
Ching:Sea could be dealt with

by the United Nations in its

E {rulin‘g;.. T

&

£ 58 st senclin)
100ps to enforce the. ibitral

“1 don't thifik that this Presi-

dent.will risk .the. lives of our
- soldiers going there and-declar-

ing war,” he-said, “T am- jusi

could be-done; That is what De]
Rosario is also saying:” . -

" Panelo said he will have

C

I Hote the Infernat

over
hack

10 next step -
- Bince the United. States asi; .
the UN appeared uninterasted

e per- - inenfogcing thie asbitral ruling,
ve Panelo tirged the UN:G
ot - Assenibly to act o thesiss

e TN

neral

© 7. “8o, whatis the next step, we -
are:a member of the I: N, .and

£ thete are cases Where cértain is-

ues that happen in a particular
country that affecthtimanity are-

: raised in the General Assembly, -

- Then. the GA makes a unified

- action; maybe that'sit,” he said,
Panelo made the statement .

:ifter'CIﬁne_séAmbassadonzhao

Jianhuamet with him, tast Mon-

- day to thank the ‘Philippine

" government for saying-that

1t has nothing to'do wWith the

miove of Del Résavio and: former.

. ombudsman Conchita Carpio- .

. Morales to file a complaint be-’
' _ tonal Crithinal .
Cowrt{ICC), o o
. Panelo told a television -
terview- that he. understands.
-the sentiments of the Chinese
official about the ICC complaint,

" “Whether it’'s the govern-
ment or a private individual, 1




ltlﬁhkéhinaz%i}ibean‘qagbhi@d supposedie

‘in-a way because you're tiying

“to paint their President bad..
miean, that's your natural e
fion,” Panelo said. ™~ :
-~ While he seems ¢
“hurting the good di

‘relations with:Beijing,
“said Manilawot't allow,shy
- struction of the environment

. relation to:Chinese movements
attheSouth China8ga.:

pendent study shouldbedoneon, .

. " Panelo. arguedth tanmde-

Teporls that Befjing had damaged -an issi

theenvironment inthe area. - m

‘Panelo agreed with the.- thatys
%mﬁUN--,tribunal . arefr

_ whichdiscussed “China’slarge- .y

gealé landreclamationsand cori- -

findifigs-of t

- struction of ‘artificial islands &

the seven featuresof the Spratlys.
- Ielandhave capsed,s@eréhér;p'- -

" to the envitonment.”

Duterte cannet risk the " friend-

lier”. relations between the two_
‘countries wheri-asked why the
Philippine government cannot..
directly -confront Beijing over, 1S DECAUSE =

- 7 -ing On-ourexc

theissues, = FRNEE
“Well' - you must remem-

“ber... that Wi are on a friendly-

_relations, We are having tnese
trade and bilateral agreements
and we: are exchanging intelli-

gence information with respect :
to the fight against terrorism. -
and illegal drugs. So, we are -

Lorénzana: said the Chinese
‘havelong beenencroaching into:
the country’s maritime domain

He added that Plﬁesi_deﬁ_t:_ Tgince 2012,

in,
th

N E

7 Mg very concernity Iﬂfa“r
they have beeri doing the build-

g of islands from reefs since, 1

us because they are encroach-
usive economic

zorie,” Lorenzanatoldithe media.
i Washiington i tesponse to
. questions why: the Chinesehad .
 Been aggtessive irt its maritime -
.'p:':lair_ns'i'n;_’ehe.-Sout’rirChir_ia ;

TLorenzana is-in ‘Washing-

‘ton in’‘a' meeting with US De-
‘fense Secretary Patrick Shana-.

e Toland

. being gra
i Philippine :g'(}'Vemment;.-Beijmg ;

. continues its untawful actions -
“on Filipino fisherment. - - -

ik 2011, 2012, So it concerns.

han ‘on key ‘defense and secu-

fia

Recent teports claimed that
singe .I.‘anliagg-up'-tq the present,
China.hag: deployed more than .
600 i: iboétﬁ-d@sefql’a' -aga:
he disputed Spratlys.

- Del Rosario-said-that even . .
fhe”full accommodations”
 granted-to China by the ;

“Evert a5 now, with full ac-

‘commodations being granted to”
‘Beijjing by our government, we.

continue to be faced with unlaw- -
ful actions from our nOl’ﬂ‘l arn
neighbor, amodernday goliath;

‘whose intentions-and-activities
-are toforce a:doctrine of domi-
‘nanceand control oniour region
-and heyond,” Del Rosario and
Morales gaid in.a statement.. -

- «With Jaime Laude, Cecilie

.- Suérte Felipe, Helen Flores,
-Louise Maureen Simeon, Mairc

Jason:Cayabyab, Evezﬁ_ Macai-

zran, Pia Lee-Brago
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Hanjin takeover

: By JA!ME LAUDE

Wlule two Ch} sl
panies are waiting in- th ngs-for te ‘
i planned takeover ofthe.debt- idden-Fanjin

i eaw Induit [ Y
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Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana described China's en-
croackument on the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
in the West Philippine Sea as
“very concerning.” s

At the Pentagon where he
met with acting US Defense Sec-
retary Patrick “Shanahan on
Monday, Lorenzana was asked
by American journalists about
the situation in the South China
Sea and  China's expanding

dominance in the disputed area,

“It's very conceming,” he
said, adding, “In fact, they (Chi-
na} have been doing the build-
ing of islands from reefs since,
I'think, 2011, 2012,

Lorenzana further said, "So
it concerns us becaise they are
encreaching on our KEZ,"

While Lorenzana expressed
concern about China encroach-
ing on the Fhilippine EEZ, Son.
Leila de Lima wondered why
the government advised Fil-
ipino fisherfolk to stay away
from a place they have gvery
right to visit.

Panatag Shoal

De Lima said the Duterte
administration betrayed the
Philippines when the Bureau of
bisherles and Agquaric Re-
sources agdvised Filipino fisher-
folk to avoie going to Panatag
(Scarborengh) Shoal in  the
meantime, following veports
that the Chinese coast guard
had harassed thenm.

She said the fisherfolk
should be allowed (o £o 1o
Panatag Shoal because the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration,
acting on-a Philippine com-
plaint against China, ruted that

PENTAGON MEET. Acting
US Defense Secretary Patrick
Shanahan (left) welcomas
Phifippine Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana upon his
arrival for a meeting at the
Pentagon in Washington on
Monday, —ap

they have traditional fishing °

rights in the resource-rich area,

The same ruling junked
Beijing’s sweeping ciaim over
the South China Sea.

“Instead of putting the wel-
fare of our Filipino fishermen
at the forefront and asserting
the Philippines' rightful claim
over [the South China Sea), this
governiment chose to hetray
the country and its victory
again by maintaining its policy
of kewtowing to China,” De Li-
a said in a statement.

Subic shipyard

Al the Pentagon, Lorenzana
also mentioned China's interest
in the cash-strapped ship-
builder Hanjin Heavy Industries
and Construction-Philippines at
Subic Bay in Zambales province,

"There are two Chinese
shipbuilding companies which
are Interested from the get-go

i

- jin's operations.

_wlxéji they learned about the fi-

- nancial trouble of Hanjin and

they're waiting (on) the wings,”

" Lorenzana satd,

‘He said other parties from
the United States, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, Indonesia and. Eu-

-ropean  countries had ex-
- “pressed interest in the-_ship-
- building facility. |

“But if no one will be iner-
ested then we do not want oth-
erstocome in, The country, the
government of the Philippines,
is ready to get in and run this
shipyard,” Lorenzana said.

Since January, the defense
establishment has been raising
the possibility of a government
takeover of Hanjin's shipyard
in Subic, considered the coun-

_try’s most strategic port that

serves as the major docking
and anchorage area for the

" Navy's large vessels,

Hanjin early this year filed
for voluntary rehabilitation in
an Olongapo City Regional
Trial Court and sought gov-
ernment help in iooking for
investors to take over its ship-
yard operations,

l'ormer Navy chief Alexan-
der Pama previously raised the
alarm on the possibility of Chi-
nese companies, gne of them
state-owned, taking over Han-

“Let’s he aware fJ?)]at this
Hanjin shipyard issue is not
just about business, financial
and other economic issues.
This is a very significant na-
tional security issue,” Pama
said in a Facebook post in Jan-
Haly. ~REPORTS FROM . JEAN-
METTE [, AMDRADE AND LEILA B,
SALAVERRIA INQ
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By Julie Afipala.

" ZAMBOANGA. CITY—Kidnap-

ping in the high seas, usually
done by the: bandit .group ’Abu_
Sayyaf, has been scaring away

" poachers of rare and endangered

species- of turtles from- Tawi-
Tawl, an officer of the Phlhppine
Coast Guard (PCG)said. .~ -

Lt. Makaradat Uddin, PCG
district commander ‘in Tawi-
Tawi, said poachers

Asgian countries had been veer-
ing away from the Tawi-Tawi
islands, including the Turtle Ts-
lands, * the natural nesting
ground for green seaturtles; -
PCEG officials suspected the
presence of Abu- Sayyaf men,

April 2019

from
Malaysia, Indonesia and: other-.

ready afrdid of passing:

‘cause of the kldnappings by the-

- Abw Sayyaf Group," Uddln told-
: “ BANDIT SCARE The Philippine Coast Guard says the presenhce

- of AbuSayyaf: bandits.in the waters off Tawi-Tawi has made

the Inqmrer. o

Island watch
He said Tawi-Tawi: residents’

h'ad beenclosely guarding'their .

areas; particularly the six-small
" islands that composed TiirtleIs-
lands. These are Baguan, Lang-'
gan; Great Bakkungan, Taganak
Likiman and Boan;

The International Union- for

through-.
. or ‘going to these. islands be

illegal fishers and’ poachers from nearby countries think twme
before entermg Phil:ppme terrntory -mqumm PHOTO

Consgf\ratien: of Nature has de-

clared all matine: turtle species
as endangered and - Turtle- Is-

lands.as the.only majot nesting -
“ ground for green sea tur tles: in

around 308 hek:_tares'o'f_]and, as

ong of jtghigritage sites.

" In. May 1996, the. Philippi'n.es'

and Malaysia agreed to declare
Turtle Islands. as the first trans-

boundary protected:area for ma-

rine turtles in the world, and es-
tablish the Turtle Islands Hentage
Protected Area to: guarantee:the
contimied existence of marine
turties and their nesting sites.

illegal fishing

Cmudr. Joseph Coyme, PCG.

copnmander’ in southwestern
Mindanao, said the Department

_of Environmentand Natural Re-

sources, -the Protected. Area
Management- Board and the

PCG had been protecting-these.

islands not just from poaching

“but also fromillegal fishing, -

 Uddin’said: the PCG had ar-
restéd "2 number- of . foreigners

. who were-elther tryingto get in-

gide Tawi-Tawi via Sabah or get-

 ting; out of the country through -

the southiern back door.

Early this: year, two Ameri-
cans, both Muslim converts,
were intercepted in Tawi-Tawi
when ‘they tried to enter the
country through Sabah,

The Americans were sup-
posed to-be on an adventure trip
but for lack of travel papets, they.

" were arrested and turned over to.

the Burean of Immigration for
further mve;;tigatmn Uddin said.
‘He said they also-airested a

Polish  who was facmg filegal

drugs charges in  Siquiior
province and who tried. to es-
cape through Tawi-Tawl. INQ

SoutheastAsna B :
The United Nations Rduca- :
tional, Scientific and Cultural .
Organization has also declared
Turtle 'Islands, ‘which - cover
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By Jeannette |. Andreade
@jlandradelNQ " 0
The Navy has downgraded its
three Del Pilar-class frigates in-
to patrol ships based on their

_ capacity for maritime warfare:

The BRP Gregorto del Pilar {FF-

1 NAVY. RECLASSIFICATION

 FROM FAST FRIGATES TO PITROL SHPS

16), the BRP Ramon Alcardz (FF-17)
and the BRP Anuires Bonifacio (FF-
18) have been reclassified from fast
frigates to patrol -ships and
would be redesighated as “PS.”
According to Navy spokes-
person Capt. Jonathan Zata,
Frigates are supposed to be

“naval combatant that has more
than one capability to address
the multidimensional nature of
navai warfare.”

“These should have the ca-
pability for antisurface, anti-
submarine and even electronic
warfare,” Zata added. INQ
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- three slnps aged-on théir lolesinpr
© the‘country’s maritime interests; thi i
1 PhihppmeNavy(PN)yesterdaydesm d

' Alcamzand BRPAndeoMacio,
" allexUnited States Coast Guard
eutters, from frigates mto_
" pabiol ships,
. A frigate is any
of various types
of modern:

However with thie reciassification, they
K w:ll nowuse the: ca.ll s;gn “PS" which stands-
: fon patrok ship. ;

" He added the platfom should have

. the:capability for antisurface,

. anti-air, antisubmarine.and even
electronic warfare smtes. :

* Zata ddded the ships will now takeon -
8 diffelent role-ani ; purpuse 88 part ‘ofa
. -ﬂeet’s battle formation. ~F
- The'three shipg:were 2 quiled by the
_country in 2011, 2013 and- 2016 aind haye.
criifsing range of 14,000 miles and: are
armed with Tormm Oto Melara-automiatic
“cannon, 26mimt and 20mm light cannons
and: Et)cahber machme gans, .o
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- Providersiof PO

s Kot

' percent ar
13 081

: onth -
For visas; the DO b

partmeni; ‘of Justiee:( 0. and four -
|- economic zones: were able to: issue '

"_84 010 visas to foreigners.

‘ Bello admitted that: (DLE has hm—,
: 1ted capability ‘to-thop ghly uncover:
g 800= ”'.
o the need forthe peaceful resolution of:
. 4heSouthChinaSeaissue as well as the

'respcnsible useof marine 1esour :
- theidisputed: territory, -

ce it only.

- labor’ vmlatmns-sm

labor'd eniss

: Exploitatin
- of ‘Chinese: worfers
Chma has appealed.

: 'country

Chinese Ambassador 0! the Phlllp :

pmes #hao Jianhua sou it the coun-
- try's cooperatmn amid corcerns about,

the welfare of Chinese nat;mals during, -

. hiS ciosed door meetmgiwlth Presi-

said the Pe- " i :
“i$the strongandrobust economy ofthe :
“philippin
' ,ennment o extend: preferenttal eredit -

he submissiont of isl ued visas for-. :

o' the Phlllp—_
‘pmes to-ielp. investigate the possible -,
exploitation: of Chines: ‘workers-in:. -
-illegal: gamblmg eper itionis: in: the_ ;

greed’:t”' et ‘
ere"competentlyand '_lly :
arties 13

* “ACEOr hg-to Ambassad

ines that led the' Chinese gov-

terms: for 'th_e_country‘s infrastructute '
plans,* Panelo said, =
‘Panelo and Zhao: also: recogmzed :

* "Both officidls- recognize the value

aof responsnble utilization of the. matine .
_resoirces-of the. West: Phlhppme 8¢a,

‘including the rich fishing ground-of the

‘Scarborough: Shoal,” Panelo said,

“rBoth officials likewise give impor-

“tancetothe, exnstmg bilateral consulta-

tmn mechanignihetween Chinaandthe -

Phlllppmes ag-an-avenue to-address

_possmle issues in the West. Philip-.
pine-Seéa.and-to tesolve any conflict -
or ‘misunderstanding that may: arise-
: -.therefz oni" he added.
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. Phillippine wa
- Eonpmie che,(EEZ) des

"the DND said,

reglon,? it added. -

 gaid;theve were: ,only 200 Chinese'ves-
f ar’ Pag-asa. Isl: nd in'the

West Philippine Sea sincTJanuary__

| contrarytoreports. -
7 lIncan interview:at ithe
.céremony. of the 35th: Pl llppme-

-United States Balikatan Exercise in

Camp: Agumaldo, Madnga ‘_Sf—.\ld the
- Coast Guard vesselto.sustain China's-

figies carme from the Comttander of

the Western: Command’ hlm?elf Viee

Admiral Rene-V. Medma 7 ‘I

A

"AFP Chief of Staff General Bema~ ;

min’ Madrigal Jr, on thie oherhand, - .
‘Pag-asa Islandare alt Chinese fishing .

- yesselé deployed in the vicinity of the:
sandbar," Lt Col, Elpidic Factor ofthe .
. AFP Westerh Commiand said in an
interview over ABS-CBN News.

| - Justasthe: Phlhﬁpmes ofiors our i
' mternatmnalobhgatmnsan protocols, i
‘wé also expectother couritris sandtheir €
_vegsels to:do the same espe: jally wheh . -of
: _Z--.sailmg andfishingin. mtern tlonal wa-._' gx:

The foreign, vessels' momtored in

*These vessels are considered as
Chmese maritime mifitia and are oc-
casionally complemented by Chinese:

assertivepiesence in thevicinity: of the

-sand_bars," he added. -

illtary ) maintalns_ =
" Eits patru! i the area: togethe1 w1th the
Philippine Coast: Guard. -
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) ‘Hinimokng Departmentof National:
- - Defense(DND) ang nigamangingisdan
. ipagpatuloylang ang kanilang pagpalaot - -
sakaragitang sallaw ngating Exclusive
" ‘Beonomic Zone (EEZ}, sakabilang mg:
" ulabna daan‘ddang barko ng China ang’
" nakafstasyon malapitsa Pag-asalalandsa - -T'a




anila Tines

" ADREDGING vessel,-composed of Chi-
-nese and Indonesian crew, was spotted -
 off the waters:of Lobo in Batangas, au- -
. thorities confirmed on‘Tuesday.
It Gen. Gitbert Gapay;: ‘commander of
the military’s Southern’ ‘Luzon. Cominand,.
 said the ship was registered to Sierta Leone, .
cmng reports fom the Phlhppme Coast"'

Guard, (PCG).in Batangas and the thtoral
- ‘Monitoring: Station-in: Mlndoro 0
- PCG: spokesman Armand Bahlo identi- -
* fied the'ship.as. #4/Y Emerald, noting that

the vessel catne from- Singapore before:~
. navigating to the coast of Lobo town. -,

“It ‘will be used. for the dredging and -
deslltmg of bobo rwer and nemby estiiaties '

covered by an approved contract between

“Lobg: LGU. (local govemment it} and

Seagate ingineering and Build Systems; a

+ kilipirio, company,"hie said inatext message,

citing areport from; thePCG. -
G'lpayadded "pertmemdocumems had

beeri submitted to the Maritime Industry

Authority central office, as well asto the Of

- fice of the National Security: Adviserforthie -
+* issuance of a "special ‘permitfor utilization:”
~The presence of the vessel, he said, was.

also cleared by the Philippine Ports Au-

thority while the coast guard in the area
- sued ‘clearances. by the regional office of

was “closely monitoring” it.

Based on the report.of the. Calabarzonf

(Cavtte, Laguna, Batangas, Rlzai and

Quezon)police; the ship was: spotted near’

“Jiobo since last week with nine Chinese”
'crew, all. possessmg passports, visas and
- gseama’s hiook.

‘Batilo added that the: vesse! were is-

the Department- -of Enyironinent and

Matural Resources.. DEMPSEY. REYES




April 2019

The Manils Times

Page: Ziz

EﬁVESSELS FROM A1

"Chmese

: agamstthepmenceoftheslnpsﬂlere

“We ate: already complaining, . -

why are they there? Then, ef-

 fectively, you are asking them to’

“leave,” Panelo said, adding that
- the Chiriese vessels should leave
as soon as possible,

-~ The Palace officiat said he-took

. the issue up. with President Ro-.

_ 'dugo Duterte durmg Monday
" evening's Cabinet’ meeting:

He said ‘the- Pu:sndem ]dét

- listened " -

T]nt is what the: Pl(’.SIdEEli does, -
swhen you miakeaieport, he listens,
he -observes. 1f he will tell your -

anything:later, liewill say it He is

- not risky with his words,” hesaid,

L.t. Gol.*Elpidio- Factor of the

.:Armed Vorces of the Philippines
- Western Command _éar_lier said
about. 600 Ghinese vessels were

. Circling the island,. -
. However, Panelo said on-Mon- -
~day that Vice-Admiral Rene Me- -
-dina. of the Western Command
reported-that only 275 Chmese g
- ships-were there, -
He added that the vessels were
ot "cirling,” but were stationary.

"If they are-circling, they are

~planning-something, But, if you

areonly statlonary, maybe you are
just watchiing,* Panelo said. .
The. Palace officml also clarified

'that the dlplomatzc protest was

"on the way.”

- Malicafiang on Monday sald the:

Department of Foreign Affalrs had

 filed the protest,

et us see how they (Chma)
will :espond to the diplomatic
protest;” Panelo said:

Panelo said that if confirmed, he_ ‘

would “politely ask” Chinese Am-

bassador Zhao. Jianhua to explain -

and stop the activities. .

Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-

renzana also on Tuesday ad-
- mitted that China’s activities
f:'m the' South Ching Sea was

“concerning.”
- “It's very concernmg In. fact :
they have been doing the building -

of islands. _[a_t].ree_fs‘ since, 1 .thmk ‘:
~ 2010 [or] 2012, 8o, it concerns us -

because they are encroaching our |

EEZ," he told reporters in Wash-
mgton De

‘RALPH.U, VILLANUEVA |

AND DEMPSEY REYES

5
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:CHINESE offi cxa]s Ied by Pres:dentXi :
Jinping hiave been committing crimes
gamst humamty w1th the:r ‘Colt n-f

puted South China Sea’ that urt
“the. livelihood: and’ sighificantly
d!mmlshed the food security of
Filipino_ " fishernien arid - their:
;- familiés, ‘two former govern—
" ment:officials said Tuesday; "
. Former: Foreigh Secretary
_ Albert'del Rosario ‘and
IOmbudsman Corichita Carpio-
" Mogales, “who. filed a- case -
‘against: Xi ‘before the Inter -
natzonal Cr:mmal Coult

Nm‘ page

v1ctory at The Hagie, which rul
s laima to the South C

; illegal died and: artificial
- building; whic! have degraded. the tiia-
-tihe: env1ronmcnt andhurt the livelihood
“iind food secutity of Flhpmo fishermen
-and their famllles :
. ““Today, our - Filipino countrymen i
-are mcreasmgly focused on-the: pres-
ence of hundreds -of Chinese vessel§ .
operatmg around Pag-asa that. sorves.’ |
* 4o harass, billy, and- persecute-- ur.
<fighermen,™ théy. said. S
“To ourpodr ﬁshermen, however, Beél-:
fons may-be vigwed-as'crimes
“agdingt humam}j;, given “thiat hey ate ’
“plannied by the Chinese governtient, ac-
“cepted by the Chinese governinent, and
iothing is done by the Chinese govern-
‘ment. 4o stop-these persnstent inhutfiane
‘actions against 4 civilian populatmn of .
over 300,000 Filipino- fishermen “who
appear-helpless aifist: a.pOWerfuI Go-
hath " thiey-gaid '
el Rosario-and orales made the
statement after: ‘Chinese. Ambassador
to-the Phlhppmes Zhao. Jianhua on
Monday. deger ibed: as. “fabrication”.
_their compiamt before the ICC. '

AN
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. The. statement came. after he was. pi d'_Pag-asa Island m the Kalayaan IS-.
tagged andiasked-on Twitter to'confiem; ' '
if the: couritry-filed a diptomati pr tes -up tweet Locsm_relterated'_
against Chitia aftér iofe tian ahiu idred” - thath i on fhie.Chi-
vessels: suspected to-be Chinesé militia - 1iese ity before his- four-day oﬁ'ictal :

.WBIB s;ghtcd near ihe Phllxpplne—=occu~= o S Nextpage=’




“Gongo_ x

-not -to.-gxecute: 'Phuhppme lawsin

Panatag “Shoal; -Qur government is

‘very strict with Filipinos:-but very
jax: with the Chinese,” Cas:lao sald
Maricel A4 Cruz with l’NA



fisharmen can D :
| Pagasn Istand, it not; Ohinaspalamﬂltm'
: forces, i mdee there:is nuhtia plesence.- 3

lmd plevmusly ag1eed that “fishermen
should:not be, disturbed there; both sides.”

_ 23 "Iftheywant tofishithete, they can fish;”
-sald ‘Panslo. “But the Ghmeae government,
“however, should: stop it l.f iidead they’ hive
Iiowledge-of thesemi men or fishier men

- staying thers and watching'us . -

-~ They (nuhtla) shouldn’the’ s['.aymg thele' _

. because it raises: applehensmns on the patL

” -=of other fighermen,” he-added, -

-The presidential spakesman added
Chma Ig-already.investigating the vesse]s‘
"and-a video supposedly’ SllOWlllg Filipino
Tishérinen 1ecent1y ven away from )
Scaihowugh Shoal,’ Q%, '

' “The Pthppmes has flled anote ?)33 irle
_over the présence of Chlnese vesscls off
Pagasal Island," Panelo said “The document
now oin the way to Chinese officials, wﬁl ’
ask-what are they (vessels) doing there -
zmd why are’ those fishermen statmnmy" !

: Elmlr N. Manual :

Page: _~
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in SCS not work of magic’

‘BY ASHZEL HACHERO

FOMﬁ_.ﬁoxeign" Affmrs Secre--

taty Albert del Rosario yestesday

lashed back at Chinese Arbas-
sador to Magila Zhao Jianhua-

for branding as a “fabrication”
the communication that he anid
former Ombudsmian Conchita

Carpio Motales filed with the In-
ternational Ctitinal Coutt related.

to the West Philippine Sea.

“Low did those ardficial islands

ger there if its all fabrication? Tf

. China didinot put those illegal strac-

A

: tu_n:cs"ﬁi), who did?” Del Rosatio said

in an interview with ANC News.

" Dél Rosario said three of thear-
tificialislands put up by Beijing are
located in’ Blery Cross Reef; Subi

‘Reef and Mischief Reef which
‘ae within the countey’s 200-mile

exelusive econormnic zone.

Fie said he conld not compre-
hend how Zhao could say that the
communication is a fabsicatioft

" when the evidence speaks for itself.

“F think it’s all magical if it'swhat

.........................................................

" Sie ARTIFICIAL > Pige B3



.of China. .

ARTIFICIAL

he’s saying becanse how did those
artificial islands get there if its-all -
fabricadon?” he asked. .~ .
" Zhao has said the communica- .
tion filed: with the ICC: was not.
based on facts and was. purely a
political move targering the Chi-
nese leadesship, He also. said the
move was amisuse of the'mandate'.
of helCC. .
" Del Rosatio:and Catpio-Morales
has accused Chinese President Xi
Jinping and;othes-Chifiese officials
of committinig ‘Crites against

hurnanity, in the South China Sea, .-

which they said involved or resulted
to “massive neat-pegtanent, and
devastating envitonmental damage
in the area and across nations.”

They claimed China’s actionsin.
the South China Sea has caused
serious injury to Filipino fishermen
.and future generations of inhabit-
-ants of the coastal coungiies in the
SCS by accelerating the collapse of
fisheries stocks. - .

In the same interview, Del Ro-

satio and Motales said Filipinos

will never allow the country to
lecome subservient or a province

“The Filipinos cannot be cowed
into getting such kind of state, s0
I don’t think the country will ever
become a province of China,”
Morales said. - . ‘

Del Rosatio said the government
should do more to ensure thatsuicha
thing would not happen, adding thiat
it is difficult to gauge the govern-
ment’s response every time China is
involved whether it is still speaking
for the coontry-or. the other. '

“Sumetimes, when there’s an is-
sue invalving China, it’s difficult to
decipher when our people speak,
whether they're speaking for the
Philippines ot whether they're
speaking for China, But I think
we should wotk on ensuging that
the Philippines, for the sake.of out
childeen and our grandchildren,
does not become & province of

| China,” e explained.

Del Rosario urged current Fos-
cign Affairs Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr. to inform President
Duterte about China’s increasing
militagization in the SCS so the
government can do more 0 pro-
tect its interests.

“T think Teddy Boy (DFA Sec-
retary Teodoro Locsin Jr) is inde-

i pendeut—mindecl with no political

agenda so he would be the perfect
person to convince the President
that this is whatwe should do,” Del
Rosatio said,

“to defend its:ck

we ate, 1ot

| Genetal Assefnbly: 7 N
. ‘Motales said Presidential.
Spokesperson Salvador Panelowas.
- aghisinformed” when he claimedd

thatthe commuication filed with.
" mitmenit that Chitese: nationals

bility 6. deal with Beijing, there
ate aptions. that Manila can use |
' and stop, the

militatization: area.
e ate not without solutions,
ut options, "We

Tiavé many allieswho ate justwait-
ing on what we will do-sihee they .
are alsa concetned about whatds:. ‘after individu dded

aid, - e stressed that ¥iand the othet, -
, tespondents plantied and: accepted
“the plan, that they did not, stop’it
. and they identified a cortain seg-
“mint 6f ‘the population thatwillen- -,
+ dute the suffering for thieit actions. .

happening in. the ates;

. adding that one options ‘¢
thé case ‘to- the United Nations.

” he said,
o bilng

the ICC was a “futile exercise.”

“He was misinformed ox he -

misread if at all the Rome Statute,
A crimie was committed within the
tetyitory of the Philippines at.a
time when it was still a mémber of
fhe Rome Stamte so whether the
perpetrator belongs to & countty
which is a tembet of the Rome

Statute is immatetial,” Motales
said as she insisted on the ICCs>

jutisdiction over the issue. ~
“What is material is that the

pesson committed 4 ctime within
. the Philippine territory wheén it

was still 2 metaber of. the Rome
Statute,” she-added. " -

The Philippines’ w;thc'lrawal‘

from the JCC became official last
March 17. - :

Del Rosatio echoed Morales”
remarks saying the 1ICC does not

distinguish between the rankings -

ot influence of an individual but

iathet on the crime committed,

“The JCC does not recognize
the ranking or importance. of an

individual, without any regard

whether he is a president, ptime
sinister of a king as long as a crime
is committed against the Philip-
pines when it was stll a member
of the Rome Statute, That is the
material thing, that s the most
important,” Del Rosatio said,

‘The two expressed confidence
on the outcome of their communi-
cation, citing the country’s success
in the case that it Aled in 2013 with
the Permanent Court of Arbicra-
tion challenging Beijing’s massive
claim over the SCS.

el Rosario said at that time
siobody believed that the conntry
will file the case which it evenin-
ally won in 2016 with the arbitral
tribunal invalidating China’s nine-
dash line claim.

“Our tasks are well-defined, It
is about charging China’s highest
officials of crime agaifist huiman-

A

 Hle stid contrary 10 those Who .
‘say ‘that thie-country hias o capa:

‘it ,Ctirneiagaiﬁst:oux.—ﬁs‘._h'c:'rm__en."I‘.: .
think we are onitrack ori coming up
“wyithy something that'makes sense,
“awe have.do
“elo- this's
o Weca
‘matine environiment is so serous,
“irwill takie millions of years tohave
‘it restoted. ‘Ciimes against human-
Zity isapplicable hefe becanse we're

ne this:before; we gan
P N ) s,

W hogdid
prove that damage fo

oy 3%
&

- Senate minority leader Franldin:
Drilon welcomed Zhao's com-

working in the country will comply

with ourdaws, o0 o
In a statement, Diilon said it

is expected that Chinese or.any

" other foreigners working in the

country have to follow local laws
just like Filipinos who follow the
lew, of the countty in which they

“aré working at.

“We agree that in enfoxcing

- ouie laws, these workers should be
treated professionally. Foteign ha-

tionals working irt the Philippines,
whether from China or elsewhete,

. ate expected to follow our laws,
. just as our OFW's follow the rules

of the countty whete they work,”
Diilon said. - S ‘
“Hence, I support the move'of -
Finance Secretaty Catlos Domin-
ez 111 to form an inter-agency
body to determine the number
of forelgn wotkers in the country,
including those in the POGO

(Philippine Offshore Gaming

Operator) industry, in order to
ensure that they possess a valid
alien employment permit and pay
income taxes as requited by our
laws,” he added. .

Tn his visit to Malacanang Palace
on Mongay, Chinese Ambassador
to the Philippine Zhao Jianhun said
China will let Philippines deal with
illegal Chinese workess in accot-
dance with out laws but asked that
authorities should also consider
‘their “humanitarian needs” -

Sen, Sherwin Gatchalian, chaie- -
man of the Senate committee
on economic affairs, urged the
Depattment of Labor and Em-
ployment and the Burcau of Tm-
migrations to step up the campaign
against illegal foreign workets who
are taking away jobs from oxdinary

. Filipinos amid teports of sight-

ings of foreign wotkers even onl
private construction sites, — Weth
Rayinond Afvica
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Vs Chlna st111 ‘on the Way_

. BY JOGEI.YN MONTEMA\'OR
“and ASHZEI. HAGHEHO

CI—HEI* P1esldential Lega! Coutisel
* Salvadot Panelo yesterday said the

Philippines is still in the process

of filing a diplomatic protest, con-

trary to his stitement on Monday
that government has filed one

‘against China, over the presence

of hundreds of Chinese vessels
near Pag-asa Island in the West
Philippine Sea,

" Panelo, in an interview w1th

* ANC'TV and laterina press.brief-

ing in Malacafiang, said he dgked

Locsm _}r about it after-a Cabinct
meeting in Malacafiang on Monday

'mght, and the lagter toid hitn'it way

" already “on the way,” .
- He said Locsin also said what -

was-to. be. ﬁlcd wab ¥ “note vet-
bale”

“That (ﬂlmg of diplomatlc‘
protcst) was what the Western

- Comgriand said. Perhaps they were
-alteady assured: that such will he
" filed;” Panelo said.

Heé also said there is not much
difference between a note vetbale
and a diplomatic protest because the

- impoytant thing is the Philippines

.....................

a Page: _El__

Foteign Affairs Secretary Teodoro -

DFA

‘is “eaking issue” on the presence

of Chinese vessels around the Pag-
asa island as well ag the issue of
some Filiping fishermen who are
allegedly beiing turned away by the
Chinese from their traditional fish-
ingares in the West Philippine Sea.
Locsin yesterday said he will file
a diplomatic protest against the
presence of hundreds .of Chinese
vessels aronnd Pag-asaistand if there
is a major difference between a dip-
lomatic protest and a note verbale.

“1 don't see the difference be-
tween notes verbale and diplomatic
proteses, If there is a major differ-
ence, Sal (Panelo), T will t.hence-
forth file dxp!omauc protests
Locsin said. .

- Locsin reiterated his pomt that
filing 2 note verbale would not re-
ally address the problem,

“Exactly what I was saying when
T made light of notes as throwing
paper at a brick wall, But then no
one has ever gone to war over fish-

ing except when it was an excuse

for a bigger strategic putpose so

-See DFA 3 Page B3

that. fishing violation or not they
have an excuse to. go to war,” he
said.

* A note verbale is a formal recoxd
of information delivered -orally, is
wiitten in the third person, and
not signed. :

4 diplomatic protest, in written
form, 15 filed to object to actions
by a foreign government and to.put
on record the countty’s stand ona

“cerain matter,

If and when a diplomatic protest.
is filed, Locsin also said it will not

‘be made public,
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PH can rai se«”

The government can ralse the--
country's ‘maritime case- agalnst-;—"' th
“China hefore the ‘United: Nations . ~gase
(UN) Gengral Assembly, accordlng . pen
to & Palace’ official, -

- Presidential - spokesrnan Safva~ B _general ‘@ssem
dor-Panelo has ‘agreed- with-former .. Assembly. imikes
Foreign: Affairs Secretary Albert.del g
Rosario that elevating: the -arbitral -
‘puling: on’ the South ‘China-Sea is-
sue beforé the-UN: could b among -~ it -
the government’s: options.in assert- N
ing. the” countrys terrltertal sover-" '_ :
- eignty.’ S

“The arbltral ruling is there per- -
manently: They canmot removethat. -
from s but-the’ probiem. is:it.aps .
" pears_that-one-we cannot: enforce; .
simpiy- becausa wetdonk have the -
: might,” Panelo. said during & Palace - Chin §
- press briefing. " the ‘West Phlhpplne Sap. - H 1."has refuséd to recognize: ‘the deci

"So ano next. step kung wala the country must face “reahty ~-gion;"(Génatyn Kabiling):

;- 2claif - Hights
“=South: China Sea. The Umted Na—
" “Yjoris-recagnized: tnbunai said. Chi-
nia Breached the soverelgnirights of
“xthe Philippines: by building artificial
slaingls;. Intatfering with:its fishing
aind-oil: projects. - Beljifg “however




5 Aptil 2019

" Candidates in the May 13
elections have beéen warned -
against giving donations in::
cluding to-churches during the

campaign period, the Commis:

sion -on Elections (Comelec:)

seid yesterday.

Comelec. Comimissioner -
Luigé Guia said-all candidates:
seeking local and natiorial,
positions:are reminded ‘to
~ comply with'Section 104 of the -
. Omnibus BléctipnCode, whmh :
: jn'neney said the: prohibition.
covers donabwns in large'--

regulates donations:

- “Bewarel This is one of. the_

- most important, yet ignored

provisions of the Omnibus

‘Election Code,” Guia sald on
Twitter. . .
The law" prohlblts poll

candidates including their -

spouses, relatives, campaign

Othets, apphczmts approved 2
"~ for the LAV ate-personnel of

‘the Department of Edication 1

with 769; Philippine Navy, 466; - p
ﬁlhppme Coast

Guard, 176, and Bureau of ]all‘

_Comelec; 3227

Management and Penology
with 150
One
National Bufteau of Investiga-
tion, Bureawof Fire Protection

and Départment of Laborand.

Employnient availed them-
selves of LAV,
Thete are 481 members of

the media who applied and.

approved to vote under LAV.

The Comelec disapproved.

5,739 apﬁhcat:ons for failing

1o meet the deadline. -
"‘Comelec Resolution No.

10443 provides that absentee

voters cancasttheir votes from -

8 am. 10 3 . from Apnl 29

' _elechon»related dlirties.

ersonnéi mch of the.

as’ stipends or tithes diring
Sundays-or other designated
. callectmr_& days as well ‘as

-gitimate schoela
-gehoolcontiilbutions:

-ilted period, . ;

: amounts

‘new witig in its building and

a.candidate offers to shoulder .

{tg construction in exchange
“for their votes. It is like using

ton day as they haveto pe1form ‘expe
' during the election period as
provided under the Ommbus

-For the coming: polls',-LAV
voters will be able to vote

‘only for national ‘posts such -

as senators’ 'md party -list
Broups.’
The Depaltment* of Social”

. Welfare and Development

(DSWD). will monitor the im-
plementat:on of its programs

diiring the eléction’ period to -
Censure it will not be used by

politicians.
The DSWD said it w111 not

“stop implementing its. pro- .

grams and assured the puiblic
that these will:not be used f(n
campaign purposes.: L
‘The Comelec has: HSLied a

o

~tnal and customaty: religious
‘dues ‘or contributions: stich

periodic’ payments: for les
ally made: before the_ tohibs

Comeleg: spokesman James:

© “For example, if a-churchis
in-need -of a-new fagiity or & -

'as a church charxty, ]lmeh'éz'

ind’ -said;

- He sald gwmg tlthes ox bas-
'-ket offerings to-churches- are
not covered by the proiubmon. '

“Violators will face one to six
. yearsimprisonment, disquali-
-fication from publicioffice.arid
. ,removal of the nght to vote:

Absentee votmg

- More than 34,000 individus
‘als have been allowed to vote |
‘under the Local Absentee
-Votmg (LAV) system for. tl'us
_commg elections.: " '

‘Datd showed the: Comelec

pproved 34,693 applications -
for LAV, Of 'the-'figur'e,,'?.lASS
are personnel of the Philip-
pine Army; 8,501 from.the
“Philippine- Natmnal Police,
and 2,335 from the Phlhppme
Aar Force. : ;

ditme of pubhc funds

Election Code. .~
- The exemption covers’ the

payout of the cash grants for

the benehcxanes of the Panta-

-wid Pamilyang Pilipine Pro-
“gram and the implementation

of the Assistance to Indlv:_du-

-als in Crisis Situation,

The DSWD also reqtlested

~for an authority to continue
- its-ongoing disaster telief,
recovery and rehabilitation

efforts, and to undertake pos-

sible relief, early recovery and
-rehabilitation efforts dj rmg
 ~the elecion period. - ’F

- — With ]anvlc Mateo
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' The Bases (,onvemlon nd D
_opment Authouty BCDAY on M
¢ turned over newlybutltap,' men
Fernando-City, LiaUnion; to altmen-of the -
Philipping:Air Force:(PAT) 80tk Aircraft
.Controt and Wammgw (ACWW and' B
their families, . .. S
~'The sweofeachofthe 15 dom anmen

ous 60 square mefers, fo 120 square me- : economic actwntles ” 6}

£ £h s shaved commitrnent ofthe
| ATP to-serve as catalysts. .
_ forming ‘military bases-andingtal- .
’ apartments was doubledﬁom thelrpl evi: " lationg into centers of development and .0
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- Soerotuy Dol n*Lurenrana duiring: the tittn
‘ovy; thanked BCDA fir its ‘continucus

pmnuse of hetter hﬁ)usu‘ng umf;s for men'm

unifgem,; e Bases Corversion and Development‘ b

: Axlthonty (BCDA) enMondgy turied overnewly:

“uppraded facilities to the Ph:hppma An Force
(PAF) in Lanion.

. BCDA president and chief executive officer -

lawyer Vince Dizon siid the turnover of the

15-door apariment tills to tii PATis part of

" the-Duterte adminjstration’s, commitmeut to
-uplii't the living: condlitions of all ser wcemen.
The upgeaded housing facilities were Interided

fornemibiers of the PATs 580th:Aiveraft Control

-ang] Warning Wing based in San Femando City B

-and their families. . _ _
i (R su(!demng tlaat our

vilie futuie,” )

The'size

Gﬂsqnmmnetel hmlslng to-190:square ineters,

“Bachubithastlivea bedraomg wthbuﬂbin cabingts, -
stomgeamllaun(hyms,amlagm‘agerm twooais.

Thie’ detention-cell ingide ¢i¢ Wallace: Al

.Statlon was. flso. expamlad firom just-hirie "

square, mebem to 40-squave: meters; BODA also

" constructed & 700-neter-conorat paverisnt
 With: digfmage and:s onekiloieter asplialt voad:
Aslde from the detentiosifacitity; secwiity was
urther enhaged: with: other -
Huprovad structures. suchag:

. the guard hose and shed
1 anl’ gnte boom
Delense

b

of cach.of: (6 16-door airmen’s .
‘apartments was:doubled froniiHelr’ previous -
. nnplemen[;atmn of the upgtaded facitities,

nppo:t to the Depmbment_;of Nathnal

“Thisiisa cléar demonstratwn oftiua shared o

. comuitinent:of the BCDA andthe AFP 4o serve -
. catalysts.in ttansforring mifitary bases and

instal]at;ons into cetiters of development and
eeoRomic agkivities, " sald: Gaverza;, :
“Gaverza.commended the qualtty and speedy

. *This: 1eflac!;s BCDA's resolve “and &

'-w:flmgness to driiprova thie living conditions
“of solitiers:anywhete Iithe couiitry” he sdid.

-“We Took forwdrd to more partnershlps

: and coopamtwe eniiaavors with BODA 45 we .~

“expent the goveininentand President Dutorte's |

B lLa(lexS!up to. unpa@om development projects, " B
‘ waem said; :

“Meprnviiite; Afr-Torce chief Lt, Geni, Roazano .

-Briguez éited the BODA 45 ai “indispensable
partner” for contributing P8,2 billion to the AFP
“Modemization: ngmm durlng the f‘u‘sbtwo;ea:s

of the' Dutaite a:lmm:stmtmn
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~'DEFDNSE ‘Secretary De

- tagon'’s chief spokesman-said:
Lorenzana and Shanahan tackled.

The Manila Thines

renzanamet with: actmgUSSecre-f < free an:

tary:of Defense Patfick’ Shanahan '
-in-Washington, D.C." on; ;-

reaffirming e ”endurm_ Han

betiveen the two countties th ugh

discussion of bilateral i issu '
Charles Summers, “th

a "broad range” of defense issties

and “mutyal steps”. that.would”-
further strengthen the ties Hetween

the Philippines:and the US;

They agreed on the need to’
increase inter-operability between: .
‘ ourperspecnve miiltarles,*through.

exercises; training.and.-14S:s

- for the Amed Forces of the Phlhp -
pines’ modernization plaiss,” Sum-

mers said ina ‘statemeit, -

“He sau_:l_Lorenzana and Shana: .~
han .also-affitmed - their commit-
‘ments to- fighting tetrotism ini the.

sotitheast Asian region.

Summens thianked Lorenzana -

for providing continuous support

: m_ the U;ane "and for h:s rolein

iIenges, =the Phxlip'pine defense
* chief sajd.
Lo keep the momentum, we -

strong despite
namtcs due to

need to continue assessing the

arcangements; we have to ensure-

that to-enable us to attain our
mutual intevest. My department

will continue to work closely:
with youl sxde in tlns regard !

ncouraged'defense ofﬁcnals -
'the US and the Phllippmes :

nise Board: Securlty Engage- .
et lBoard (MDB SEB) which is

Joréiizana cited, the’ f’St‘eady

“progress”iof - the implementa-.
-tion ‘of the Enhanced Defenge
C ‘-Cooperanon Agreement, in-
- cluding ‘the: completion of |

“iprojects in- Basa -Alt Base .in

-Pampanga.,_"' B
“He mentloned the 35th itera-

“tion of the Bab[rataﬂ (shotilder-
SRS (o shoulder) exercises between

Philippine and American. forces,
which- opened officially-on Mon-
day in Manila, encouraging:plan-
ners to come up-with various ways

in-ensuring dxills address trammg

needs of both' mititaries.
" 44 DEMPSEY REYES |

U
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Lorenzana meets w:th us counterpart

reafflrms alhﬁance

BY VICTOR REYES

_DEFENSE Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana and his United States

, counterpart, Patrick Shanalian, have'
“‘agreed to step up interoperability be-
“tween the two armed forces dutinga

meeting in Washington on:-Monday:
Penragon spokesman Chatles

" Sutnmers _]r said the two defense -

* chiefs met “to reaffiem the enduring

"alliance between the United Stateg

and the Philippines-and to discuss

" bilateral isswes in the elationship.

meeting with Shanahan, Lotenzana

- safd the Philippine-and US defense
telations “will continue to de-
velop” to meet secutity challenges
that the two countries face,

“To keep the momentum, we
need to continue assessing the at-
rangements we have to ensure that,

~to enable us to attin our mutual

interest. My department will con-
tiriue to work closely with your side
in this regard,” said Lorenzana,

Lorenzana noted the conduct of
thiis yeat’s Balikatan exercise which

" “The two leaders discussed a
broad range of defense issues and
mutual steps to-strengthen the al-

. hance said Summets.

" "[Tie US and the Philippines forged

-a Mutual Defenise ‘Lreaty in 1951,

" “They agreed on the need to

‘iticrease. intetoperability between

out respective militaries, through ex-
cicises; training, and US support for
the Armed Forces of the Philippines’
modetnization plans,” said Summets,

The US has been conducting
exercises with Filipine forces over -

commenced on Monday, adding
the two-week exetcise is meant to
bolster interoperability between
Filipino and Ametican fotces,

“As such T encourage our plan-
ners to come up with ways to
ensure that the Baliktan exercise

addresses the training needs of

both armed forces. Furthermore,
allow me to-reaffiem the agreement
between both sides to ensure that
all our activities are of high valuc
and great impact as well as mum-
ally beneficial” he added

the past decades-to improve in-

- teroperability in addressing external

and internal secority threats and hu-

manitatian assistance disaster relief, -

“Sectetaty Shanahan and Secretary
Lotenzana affitmed theit common
commitment to fighting texrétism
in Southeast Asia,” added Summers,

Summers said Shanahan thanked

Lotenzana “forhis continned:sup-

pott to the alliance, and for his role

-In advancing our shared-vision for

a.free and open Indo-Pacific”
. Inastatemient issued pnor to: ‘his

Lorenzana urged officials from
both sides to continue dialogue
with each other, through the es-
tablished mechanisms such as the
Mutual Defense Board and Secu-
tity Engagement Board.

Lotenzana also expressed grati-
tude to the US for its continued
suppott in the campaign against
tetrorism, He said he hopes the
countes-terrorism cooperation to
be sustained “through real-time
information sh-umg, mtdilgmce
exchange and training”
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_PCSO donates P86 million

“THE Ared Forces ot the: Phihppzm*sz-;, ~h
formally received checks amounfing - e
_ to P85;946,975 from. the- Philippine - owis)
Charity Sweepstakeq Office. Monday:. . ‘B
- The donation is undérthe PCSO%:
AFP/PNP: Health . Capability’ Progiam,

‘military public affairs office chmf Cal e
Co L 'Intormanon ‘iystems Serv

Noel Detoyato suid,

“The turnaver of the checks took placg :
at the PCSO  Conservatory’ Bmldmg,, P

Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City.

Detoyato said. the -money will be
: —d:strlhutcd to” &ight selected ATP
military treatment facilitiss,

““On’behalf of the whole AFP, we
hunibly. aecept this donation throtigh
- thes:

the:.: benovolent . initiative - of - Mi
Anselmo Stmeon Pinili, Clairman -of

. PCSO and (formel general manager} :
- Maj. Gen; Alexander Balutan (Ret).

Thank ~you- for aqknowlc;c{g_mg ‘the

“them:

~The collabomtlon betweel_

the capabxl;tnes of .ou mlhtary 4and
police: medical: facilities ‘fo° ‘enable

ol pmwde ~quality -

::xpamied clientele.-

i+ - The:PCS0 has”. alwayy. beefi leady-f,
_ to_ass:st the: AFP: through donations

health-r
- GRYE -services 'to if§ mandated and‘
TR - treativient faeilitios,” Madugal sald.

“yeat, «they “donated P102 mlll:on for:-:
L the upglade of ‘medical facilities, and
 another P1. million as additional funding |
nde | for -the scholar-dependents -of - AFP |
taff - personnel through:the AFP: (Eucanonal ‘

i -fﬁBaneﬁt System Office.

“In. 2018, the PCSO *dbnated P5 |

e million worth ‘of .endownient: fund to |
ed: . the Veterans Medical Center in’ Quezon
" -City; aside fromother. programs, .

“Today, we.are again fortunate. and
ttuly. giateful in receiving the PCSO

~doration: intended: for- the cap;ﬂnhty

pgtade - of - selected  AFP medicat

““These’ acts > of = genems:ty shall

"GOIItlI‘lIJOU‘il)’ 8&-1‘\'8 a5’ ll’lOflVﬂthﬂ and

lso” - inspiration. for -our troops: to. carry: oi

to evacuation centejs m Marawn aud

- with. out: mission. of protecting’ the
people and our natmn," he added PNA
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) ]a provmce, will g
monument honorjn
ng’ Bayan | ap
{Hukbalahap),':" 4" peasant led
army that:fought ‘the:i
. }apanesa forces durmg
War II.

It was in Cabzaa Where the
resistance atmy was formed on

March 29; 1942 T_he town gov- .

‘ernment has committed tore-:

: cialmed

 Communiselink

Hukbalahap fought. 2000
" patiles against the }apanese Im-
perial’ 'Army ina rwar ‘that
',.hves between-_

C lac-lsnearAtayat"town in

Pampanga “The- Kapampangan
‘language: s sl spoken there

serve a land. for the moiiument - niversa

planned by Holy. Angel, Univer-

- gity’s Center for Kapampangan .

Studies {CKS); said Rabby Tant-
ingco, CKS executive director, -

The: park sparis 2,000 square
meters. at Barangay Sta. ‘Rita.
Many. I-luks ‘belonging  to
Squadron 55-had settled in-the
village, accordmg toJose Hipoli-
to; the town's planning and de-
velopment officer and nephew
of several Huks

, Unsung hemes

“Local govenment officials -
of Cabiao showed me the devel-
opment area where two monu-
ments will be put up—one for a
local hero and another for the

Hukbalahap,” Tantingco said.
“Finally, we will haveza_m:on-

-ument for the unsung heroes.of

Warld War IL The Holy Angel -

. University has: committed to

" help Cabiao build this war
memaorial” - .

The National Hlstoncal Com-
mission of the -Philippines
(NHCP) earlier installad a marker
at a public elementaxy school in
Cabiao in 2017 for the 75th found
ing anniversary of Hulkbalahap.

According .to:the NHCP, the
subvillage ¢f Bawit in. Barangay
Bagong Silang (then cilied San
Julian) was the birthplace .of ~

Hukbalahap, which it:described.
as a “big and successful guerrilla.

movement in Central Luzon and

“tives of the old Communist Pa1-
ty'of the: Phthppmes {CPP} hon-
ored the former guerrillas. The
'CPP; founded’ in ‘1930, merged .
with: the Socialist Party of the
Philippines . and formed  the
[Hukbalahap. it later became the
Hukbong Mapagpalaya ng
Bayan..” ‘
Tantingco saul the Huks’ af-
f_i_liatlo_n Wwith the comnunists
and socialists was the excuse
the Philippiné and United States .
governments-used to-deny them

‘their recognition as warheroes

and their pensioh after the war. .

Only “the Bdnal Regiment
“was recognized for its ties to the
-United States Armed.Forces in
the Far East. The Philippine Vet-
erans Affairs Office has repro-

duced and put online the Philip- -

-pine archives- collection, which
included guerriliafiles.

- ‘Surviving Huks fought hard to
claim thelr war pensions, which
the government began releasing
in 1976 although the amo,%%ts,

.they said, were.a pittance,

. TheCKS has campaigned for
e national recognition of the

\Hikbalatiap’s heroism. It co-
_hosted. a ‘hational .conference

for 'the ysth - anniversary. of

‘World War I in the Philippines
“and produced the movie "Aria”"

a story: of .4 “Huk commander

“who. struggled to get back her

pension.. INQ,
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"_jj(NPA).Ieade e
'ccmmums rebe

: "Sebucawahr

.'mmes, Te) $hE
g dewces, ammunitionfor - Hmnjales ware set on fire;

.- anM203, gren e
- and magazines for an.

* . riffe were among: ‘those
K rec vered from the:suspect

_ asthe] perpe Tat
"'the murder of : e\n ilor

" ‘Hesaid three land vtruckand a sugar ¢ane
dludingdetonating - loader:oy by Miguel:

Lt.Col: Brvin Glen Prowdo, .
- city policechief, said.”

" Police said around 30

- communist guerrillas raxded
“thie corpound. - ;

Jatndher

‘Brig. Gen, Benedict .-

: A,revalo, 303rd Infantr Bullets.and u]_let ehells
Brigade commanider, said- twWae. w i
.Abraham Villanueva,. e

secretaryof the NPA's .
: Armando Sumayang

Yo
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Hy Carla P. Gomez

BACOLOD - CITY-—-A hlgh
rariking leader of the New Peo

‘ple’s Atmy (NPA) in Negros.

Occidental province and his

two companions were arrest- -

ed on Monday night by a teain
of ‘policemen and soldiers m
Kabankalan City. '

Brig. ‘Gen, Benedict Arevalo,'
-303rd - Infantry - Brigade: tom-.
mander; said the rebel leader, -
Abraham Villanueva, secretary
of the NPA Southwest Froat, or -
the ‘Armando Sumayang Com-

mand, had pending arrest war-

_ rants for arson and frustrated
_mugder.

* Villanueva is also knowft by
his- aliases = “Tikboy” ~and
“Gamay."” ~Arrested ‘with' him
were Rona Maghahug, alias
“Cheche,” 18, of Hinobaan

“Tiny,” 28, of Kabankalan.
 ‘Magbanug,” '
Cheche, is the finance and lo-
gistics officer - of Southwest
Pront Platoon1, white Villarojo,
known .as Tiny, is among the
NPA's fighters, said Lt. Col.
Patricio. Tomales, 15th Infantry

- Battalion commander, said.

Seized from the group were

a .45-caliber pistol and three

fragmentation grenades, .

_ Armed men
Their arrest came six days
after former Catholic priest

Frank Fernandez, Kometing Re-

hiyonal-Negros head and Na-
tiopal Democratic Front of the
Philippines consultant, was ar-
rested with his wife and another

‘coiipanion in Laguna province.

. Arevalo said they received a

_tip- about-the . presence of.

armed men at Sitlo Amian Ila-

wod in Barangay Tampalon,
_ Kabankalan,.

When

¥nown - as

govern-

TOPREBEL Police'say Abraham Villanueva (right), secretary of
" the New People s A¥my's Southwest Frant (Armando Sumiayang

Cormmand), has'pending arrest warrants for arson‘and: frustrated
mirdir Seized from Villanuavaand his compamqns, Jomar
Villarojo and-Rona Magbanua, during the:r arrest in: Kabankalan '

“ment tfoops went to the wil-

lage; they saw the three wear-
inig' shirts marked “PKPF @s0,”
which were used by rebeis to

- matk the NPA's soth founding
‘anniversary..

_Arevalo said * Villanueva
and his companions did not re-

‘sist arrest,

A 20-minute clash however
ensued early on Tuesday in the
area when soldiers and police-

men-encountered a group of =

NPA rebels who were believed
to.be companions of Villanueva.

‘Recovered from the. clash
site were an Maé rifle, bullets,

cellular phones, electronic gad-

gets, a transistor radio, a pairof
birinculars, redical kit and
antigovernment documerits. -

.--Haciéndérattacl;. W

" Police said another group of -

NPA rebels on Tuesday burned

four tractors, a truck, a sugar- -

{ ' City were a gun and hand grenades -CAaLA [ GOMEZ
town, and Jomar Vilarajo, allas . .

_'cané loader aﬁd bunk I'io'use's' of

farm: workers atHaclenda Nie-
va in Barangdy Tooy, Hima-
maytan City, about 28 kilome-
terstiorth 6f Kabankalan,
“Police Lt Col. . Ervin Glen
Provido, Himamaylan City po-
lice chief, said about 30 armed
rebels attacked the hacienda and

gathered 20 farm workers inone
place, before they started burn-

ing the vehicles-and equipiment.

The haclenda’s lone securi-
ty guard escaped and reported
the incident to the police.

‘The suspects, who identi-
fied themselves as NPA rebels,
fived -their .guns as they left,
Provido sail:

On Monday, more than
1,700 people evacuated after a
clash between government sol-
dlers-and rebéls broke out at
Barangay Quintin Remo in
Moises:Padiila town,

A soldier was hurt while

_recovered aﬂ:er the exchange of
- gunfire between: soldiers and
‘abowt 20 NPA rébels helieved to
‘be among tlidse who shot and

killed " reelectionist Moises
Padilia’ Councilor. Jolomzn Hi-

i lario’ in neighbofing’ Barangay
s Inolmgan on'Sundiy, - '

“Graduatlon ¢eremonies in

-some schools ih the.remote vil-
._lage of Qumtm Remo were cfls—
'rupted by the skirmishes.

“At least 1,700 residents in
the subvillages of Santos-San-

‘tos, Lomilom and Upper Mam-,
‘ballo fled their hofes.

Farming, toitrism suspension
In:Mountain Piovince, all.

farming and, tourism activities -

had: been suspended in Bagkd-
town on Monday due to pursuit
operations conducted by the
palice: . against * communist
tebels who ‘killed a-policeman
and wounded another during a
March 29 clash at Mt Kapuwaw.
Arsenia  ~Addon, - Bauko
tourism ' officer, advised' resi-

‘dents to “canfine their activi-
‘tles to barangay centers or pop-
ulated areas,” and to steer clear

of the rugged mouittains strad-
diing Bauko and Tadian town in

" Mountain Province, and. parts

of Buguias town. in Benguet
province.

;-0 Sunday, fesidents re-
ported hearing gunfire and ex-
plosions  in the borders of
Bauko and Tadian,

Members of the NPA Leonat-
do Pacsi Command fled toward
this arvea after engaging the
Cordillera police’s Regional Mo-
bile Foice Battalion in a15-minute.
fivefight in Bagnen village.

"~ Pat. Wilfredo Padawil was

" killed in the clash that injured '
- Police Cpl.

Irpeel Lapniten.
—WITH A REPORT FROM HARLSTON
LAPNITEN INCQ
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EBU CITY-- The Philippin
-'Natlonat Police:(PNP). shmzl
-5 he given a- chance {0 prqv
" that the-14 persons saidto

‘the' vmtlms ofa massacre in"Negros
" Orienial were Eulled in: legitlmate po--

h Interndl Affans '
] d-the Natmnal’j :
: y mvestagatmg -
. ‘:and the Department of Justxce may

as pant of 1ts campa1gn agamst'loose—
_fnea1 ms in the thn d-distri ofNegws

; ganda, 1t yoﬁ have n_otmed thnse who_
- aré making noisg ate the front organi-
‘rations (of the NPAi,’ e said. "

he, senatox ‘Wwandered’ why those
ho. ‘got llllled wete keepmg i.‘n'e-

;arms 1 ,
7 -4When Yar mers possess fueal ms,
fragmentatmn grenade andthen 6 Were
. also handlield radios, what are those
indieatives? Maybe they. WEI e fa1 ers .
~inthe morningbulin thee they‘
at med and they gxtort,” saidiLiac
* Right of the Tatalities w
: Canlaon City, four from Manj
- and two from Sta. Catalina. -

o “Bta. Catalina is.a ‘hothed ofi insur-
gency since three ‘decades ago and
nothing has changed " uaid Lacson,

_Instead of condemning them right
away, the policemen involved in the

: ,operatmns shouldbe provided with the.
needed support Lacson sa1d

Yo
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Col. Raul® Tacaca; chiefs of :pohce
“Col, Patricio Degay (Canlaon City. Po-:
lice' Station); Tit; Kevin Roy Mamaraldo -

(Manjnyod Municipal Police Station)
“and Capt. Michael Rubia’ (Sta Catalma
“"Municipal Police Station). - :

;' Albayatde sald the relief would g1ve way

“jon-countries that’ have supported crum-.

nal- ,aust:ce neform

“Wxth approprlatc assurahccs,
alsc rmght want;
‘tance and expertise
-investigation,” Coride added. :
-».The Departiment of the Intcncr and

“Local Governiment vowed to provide the
“best. legal defense” to the pollccmenf'-_'f'-' , it
e Soldrers of

- who'were mvolved inthe operations..

- “We stand by our police officers-and
“we will provide them ‘with the best

Jegal defense to help them overcome
whatever ‘legal challenges that may
arise. as & result of several cperatmns,"

W

; - -« The Human Rights' Watch.

in related. develobinents

day: called: for an-impartial andrlr_ldc»x"i

‘pendent probeon:the Killirigs,

“A prompt, impartial and independent

.mvestlgatton into .the: Negros :Oriental
“killings-is despcratcly needed..Concerned |
: -govcrnments, partlcularly Europcan Un- _

 offer direct assis-
o1 8 mdcpendent
~the: ‘conduct: of policg' operations in: Ne-

1nter:or'Sccretary.Eduardo Aﬁo sand m_ :

erg legltl.mate s thcy Were g

bs: all covered by search watrats, adding -
1hiat? siibjects’ of 4 ‘ -had:en:

in accordance With the law durmg _

-gros Oriental, They simply teturtied fire
when-the sibject.of the search warrants
shcctout,” hesaid;
e Philippine Army’s |
62nd “Infantry Battalion encountered
about 30 commiinist rébels, - whose
‘group was betieved behind the murder -
of Moises Padilla Councilor Jolomar

‘Hilario on-Sunday: With PNA A4

[RRE—
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Police said the rataliiies wete suspected members of the .
' special partisan unit of the New:People's Army '

"’ The.lawmen found themselves in
" 'the middle:of gontioversy aftevhuman
*rights advocates claimed that those |
. killed.-wer.e,n"u‘t‘-_crim‘h?shut;peaceml :
esidénts and peasant lepders In their -

; By Elmer N. Manuel with. .~

- Kathieen Mae Bulguerin -

: " The Negros Oriental policemen who

- ¥ oondueted a series of anteriminality ;- rest )
“aperations over the weekend ‘that . respective communities:. -
- resulted in the dedth-of 14 individuals - "Col: Raul. Tacaca; the
P and arrest of 15:_otheré;..rezcei\_'re,(i 4 . pdll_cb'.pl'OViﬁcia1=dii'ectnx Id
irnmch-ne-eded raoral boost after Interior . were Killed i Canlaon Gif fauitin
Secretary Bduardo Afio yesterday

. Manjuyod anditwo in Ste Catalina:town
s gxprossed his support to them, -
-“We stand by oui police officers and

A poiicema,n,.,identified-;i{ja-,(;pl."'l'an
- Puerto of the regional mobile force

we will provide them with the best 1agal
. team.to help them o_vercome--whatever
legal challenges. that may arise-as

‘ a result of several Negros Oriental.

. operations,” Afio said.

battalion, was. wounded “during.the
-operations: B L '

P Potice said the fatalities were
“suspected mombers of the gpecial
‘partisan unit of the New People’s. Arniy

- operations were-conducted, to
give way for an impartial
investigation,

" ‘Removed fro their

‘posts aside from Tacaca &

ware Col. Patricio Degay, §-

14 Kevin Roy Mamarald

and Capt. Michael Rubia,

the cliiefs of police of

- Qanlaon, Manjuyod

and Catalina
respectively.

(NPA) who registed arrest during the .
service of search warrants for illegal
* possession of firearms and-explosives.
 The operations came 2 day after
| the NPA marked its 50th founding
anniversary. - S o
Recovered from the suspects. were
rifie-fired and fragmentation grenades,
handguns, shotguns, various types of
 ammunition and subversive.documents.
40z law-enforcers acted professionally
' ‘and in accordance with the law during the
 condngt of police operations in Negros
Orental,” Afio said. ' o

He added that the policemen-were
armed with search warrants issued
by the Negros Oriental Regional Trial
‘gourt, S :
‘Meanwhile, Director General Oscar
. Albayalde yesterday ardered the relief ... 4
" of the police-chiefs in areas where the

n.
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The inveéstigation, Albayalde added, is be-

ng conducted: by the PNPs Internal Affairs

- Seevice and the Ditectorate for Investigation

- aiid Detective Management. Hle earlier said the

&7 idternal investigation is motu-propiioin nature.

“The putpose of the fact-finding inves-

: : tigation: s to determine whether there were
BY VICTOR REYES L. a0y ;-.l’apses in the scries of -'pohce' operations -

Liaaine . . ~carried out by the local police units involved

and whether ot not-the rules prescribed in the

Revised Police Operations: Procedutes were
propetly ohserved,” said Albayalde. '

- \While the PNP maintains regulasity in the
conduct of the operations, Albayalde said
“we find it prudent on out part to initiate an
investigation if only to discount any doubts and
satisfy the requireraents of fair and judicions
investigation in faixness to our personnel also.”

He said the PNP is not condemning the
policemen involved for doing theit job.
" M appeal to the public to-be citcumspect
inethaking hasty: conclusions and fassing jedg-
ment ot the police. Let us not be fooled by
leftist propaganda and fake news of 4 purpotted
magsacte,” he said, S

Al deaths did not happen in one place, but
were the result of implementation of sepasate
scarch watrants ehat went wwry when the sub-
jects of the search operations put-up agmed
resistance,” Albayalde added. )

Interior Sectetary Eduardo Afio yesterday
vowed to provide “best legal defense” to cops

involved in last Saturday’s series of operations
: , ‘ i

Negros police -
chief sacked
ovet ‘massacre’

PND chief Gen, Oscar Albayalde yesterday
otdered the telief of the Negros Otjental
police ditectot and three city and town police

i chiefs over last Sararday’s seties of anti-ciime

5 operations that left 14 fatmers who are alleged
communist rebels dead, o

Albuyalde said the administrative relief of
thee officials was not punitive in natare but
merely meant to pave the way fot an impartial
investigation on the incident that Jeftist groups
claimed was 2 massacte. _ :

" Relieved were Negtos Oriental pioviticial
police director Col. Raul Tacaca, Canlaon City
police chief Lt Col. Patticio Degay, Sta. Cata-
lina town police chief Capt. Michael Rubia,
and Manjuyod town police chief Lt Kelvin
Roy Mamaradlo. ’

Albayalde said he is leaving it up to Centeal
Visayas regional police director Brig Gen. De-
bold Sinas to designate teplacements for the
sacked officers.

] would like to emphasize. that theit relief -
is pot a punitive measute for alleged actions ot
inactions, rather it is an administrative relief
to ensure that they will not he able to exest

: . )t e abe 1O ¢ See NEGROS > Page B3 |
any influence in the ongomg investigation,” R

NEGROS
in Negros Oriental.

“We stand by our police officers
and we will provide them with the
best legal defense to-help them
overcome whatever legal chal-
lenges that may arise as a result
of sevetal Negros Otiental opera-
tions,” said Afio.

Afio stressed the operations
were legitimately conducted, add-
ing the policemen wete serving
search warrants from Negros
Oriental courts and the suspects
shot it out with the lawmen.

“Qur law enforcets acted profes-

sionally and in accordance with the
law during the conduct of police
operations in Negros Oriental. They
simply returned fire when the subject
of the search warrants engaged ther
it a shoot-out,” said Afio,
- Afio dismissed aliegations by
several leftist groups, including the
human tights group IKavapatan,
that claimed the fatalities were
mere farmers,

These groups have appealed for
the conduct of a thorough invest-
gation on the incidents, Albayalde
satd the PNP is ready to face any

¥

investigation.

Afio said the aliégations were
“part of the typical disinforma-
tion and propaganda campnign
of the CPP-NPA-NDF and theix
communist front organizations o
porttay government in the baddest

light even in the face of evidence

to the contrary.”

“How can they say there was
a massacre when some 12 other
suspects wete arrested during the
operations? It's very obwious that
these leftists ave just maligning the
goveenment and projecting they
are for the people,” said Afio.
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counted (for) durmg_ he: onslaught- f

Yolanda for msta_n 3,

advocacles " Parlad
- MWe saW'l;his=Lpa
. past bt it's.only now that we
-evidence afteér the series
ments we had with the Eitrops

(EU).and some European govarn- -

ments,” he added; -

- Parlade said CERNET 1s based in . wil

the Visayas, parﬂcularly in: Cebu -and

Bohol hut extends up to Samar and :

Leyte..

“Panday Bolig," a

‘Parlade sald o_nt" groups_;_such_;--_

Page: |

the Reds and disguxsm‘ themsalves- . ‘child

as relief organizations, appeel to the*—.;‘,-\
,Canad'a;

‘kind-hearted, especia
the - United States; Europe, Australia,

- ete. to'provide thém' with funds: but’ .
- onlya portion are spent for, the actual -

rehabilitation -of, areas devastated by
disasters.. :

. expose the: other “miracles”‘the €PP
" hasbeen domg to'deceive the people:; -
“This is Just the tlp of the'icebety. .-

Now they are in'panic mode,” he said.

- Parlade said these funds fromNGOs..
which went to’ their pockets are what
they useinrecovering: lostglound even -

“without their-armed Eroups..

- “These funds were usedto orgamze"'

theirmass base, with livelinood projects

that profote the CPP and highlightthe

neglect of government, rather partner

trys:de 2 hie:said.

with government: to develop the r:(mn(f‘.f

move of EU and Belgium ambassadors
to Iookmto the request of the Phlhppme

e 3k A i e AT T A e e e+

Parlade saui mxssmnames: annot'
. contmue tohide under the clo_ak ofthe:
He saldm the days tor eame, theywnll- e
3 ;prowde funds to terrorlst NPAs,' :
- otheralleged CPPfront; organizations .
- like Karapatan, Gabnela, ACT KMU,

- _Anakbayan, L¥S, Bayanor what they-

cali the Makabayan bloc.

_ “Those who will say this is a lie

" organizations ave doing is szmply to
. exploit our IPs, project a very dive

bor "'oh inthe publication .
of subverswe ‘books being used‘;hy'IPi:'_
: chiidren inthe Salugpungan

He saidthe RMP provides Supamll ‘
-or Suportasa Pamilya (family support)
-to CPP and NPA cadres.and fighters .
directly and they cannot-deny this, -

should bhe: ready- to. refute. thig:ina-
- public debate, We-are armied w1th the
truth-and nothmg:.else We are mor-
1 ally conviriced-that what- these CPP
The AFP had ear_ler laudad the

}epofts to cast doubt on the
‘of ‘our government, . and theyi- what‘?I

[ mmenf: by fabmcatmg
fficiency’

Ask for da_ tions,” Parlade sald

ke bakwit. (dxsplaced

ttribute it to government

shabilitation:a
iParlade said a

over,” he: added.
these are: pro-_

nao Region and. all of these

' provide support to the Communlst-
Terrorist Group. - ;
.. “Deceit, lies, propaganda are what _

" the. CPP:NPA have' -perfected over
50 years which have duped all of us,
- students, farmers, clergy, teachers,- _
“government workers, and interna-
* tional organizations like EU.and UN.
‘How much longer can we tolerate

. this scam now amounting to billions

- human rights situation in cur country, -

of pesos, which could have been

.. ‘spent for'the needs of the genuinely
- impoverished and neglected instead

of the NPA and-Joma’ 4 mmwns""
Parlade: said,. :

jattérn they have es- -

U‘funding,.A.fake '
to ave U communist
sk 'rmorefundmg Kill

for support to-HR (Human .
: R;ghts) Watch. Thay pitt UpPrograms ..
“.-likelLiteracy Numeracy: (LatNut for
. 'IPs, community-based health System

- forwourided NPAs; farmers resource:
“centersand BREAD fo feed NPAs and
their famlhes, Sustainable: Agri{Sus-
- Ag), or Panday: Bolig. using disaster

" “The same deceit worked w:th .

Belgian funded Belgian NGOs in Ma-

-nila, which-have bensiitted the same

CPP frontorganizations. Mostof these
orgamzatnons aremembers of Joma's .
(Jose miaria Sison) International

.Lieague of People’s Striiggles or ILPS
- and can be'found in the ILPS website,” |

he added. (Francis T. Wakefield) -
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residents of
Remo and the

‘postponed after th

__gOVe'rnm’ent’ troops a
on Monday.

Soldiers of the Philippine‘lAi'a. _'

- my's 62nd Infantry Battalion
encountered about 30 commu nist -
‘rebels, whose group is believed to
- be behind the murder of Moises
Padilla Councilot Jolomar Hilasio
on Sunday, R
“Quintin Remo village chief
Felisa Vitlaflor said-in 2 radio .
interview on Tuesday. that -about

900 residents from four sitio {sub- -

. villages) stayed overnight at the

_Guinpanaan National Tligh. -

. School-Mamballoextension, They

were mostly residents of Sitio -~

| . Santos-Santos where the encoun-
1 ter took place. _
Similarly, about 500 people
from Barangay Montilla and 240 in
 Barangay Guinpaniaan fled their

'homes.and were housed in various

temporary shelters. s
" Villaflor added that the mu-
nicipal government provided foad
| and water to the evacuees,

Brig. Gen. Benedict Arevalo,

commander of the 303rd Infan- -

try Brigade, said he directed the.
troops to complete the clearing
__operation so that the residents can

return home by Tuesday: '

"We don't want them to be .. lice; :
tadlo; Manjiyod chief of police;
and Palice Capt. Michagl- Rubia,

inconvenienced. Within the day:

' they were expected to yeturn

home,” he added.

¢ ‘The encounter, which lasted
for about an.hour, happened-on

. Monday- morning in Sitio Santos- .

 Santos while governiment oops

' were'cqnductingpursuitope;'ations.- _
One-of the soldiers, Corpo-, -
-, Yillisig of 14 farmers — eight i

ral Ryan Quévedo, was slightly
wounded:during the firefight...

ACOLOD CITY: About 1,700

‘Barangay Quintin
! , neighboring villages -
“in Moises Padilla, N egros Occidental were.
evacuated and several graduationiteswere -
' the encounter between .
nd -cdmﬁluhi_st'rebfél's -
S '_"Ti‘aqata,_i_Ne_gljosO;'iémalp:_ofvi'n_cial- :

o ditector; Police L
" Degas, Canldon City chief-of po-

*Soldiers recovered several’

*engountersite” . . :

" On’Sunday, Hilario, 51, a coun- -

. cilor running for releection, was

shot dead inside his home in
Barafigay inolingan at about 6
a.m. by gunmen who identified
themselves as members of the
New People’s Atmy (NPA}..

The victim was’ dsleep when .

about 50 armeéd men on board a
" truck arrived and some’ of them

barged into Hilarios residence

) an__d___s_h'ot him.

s

rounds of ammunition, anti- -
" personnel mines and ‘personal -
belongings of the rebels at the

 Negros Oriental po
' jncluding-;th'e"'pfpyincial, director,
days after the killing of 14 -

four.da
rmers-who were allegedly com-

i1esda)

unistrebels. 1.

“Relieved from post pending

lice ‘Lt Col. Patricio

lice; Police Lt. Kevin Roy Mama-

Sta, Catalinia:chief of police.

. Albayaide said the PNP-Intetnal
. Affairs Service was already conduct-

inganinvestigationtofindoutifthe

" operation was-conducted properly. -
“"The PNPwas starnumed by various .

sectorsandlavimakers for the brutal

Canlaon City, twoin Santa Catalina,

~and fourinManjuyod —inseparate.
operations-on Saturday. - -

*The slain famers were

Avelino; Esmael Avelino, Rogelio

. Recomong, Ricky Recomono,
Genes Palmares, Fric Acabal, Ano -

_kinojo. Rapada, Gonzalo Rosales,
Melchor Pafiares, ‘Mario Pafiares

-and Franklin Lariosa. :
- Albayalde earlier aid the farm-
ers resisted arrestand fought back
police operatives, triggering a

- firefight. He cldimed the farmers,
who:were mostly peasant leaders,
- wer¢ NPA membets.

A police officets was wounded,
AR -dutiﬁg’dn?-0f=t=l‘|el-ope'ta_;ipns..-"
p;ﬁé_i;ﬁaﬁoﬁﬁi_f:_ * The peratives also artested 12
f Oscar. Albay: -

sday telieved four
riental police officials, .

i identi:
“fied as Steve Arapoc,. Manulia
“Martin, Sunny Palagtiv, Edgardo

other farmers based-on the seatch.

wartants served. -

Best legal defense

Interior Secretary Bduardo Ao,

* mneanwhile; on Tuesday said the
- Départment of the Interior rand
invesiigationwere Police Col. Raul - Local Government would provide

' i'n  thebest legal defense tothe police
- officers- who weve-involved.in the -
- gimultaneous operations’ in Ne-

gros Oriental,

e stand by our police officers

and we will provide themwith the
best. legal defense to Help them
overcome whatever legal chal- ‘

" Jenges. that ‘may arise as°a result

of several Negros-Oriental opera- -
tions,” Afto said: B

‘He insisted that the operation
was ot a massacre-of the farmers, -
as claimed by the some sectats and

_ their families, but just “partof the

typical disinformation and prope-
ganda campaign:of the Commu-

nist Party of the Philippines-New
" People’s Army-National Democratic

Frontand their communist frontor-
ganizations to portray government
in the [worst] light even in the face
of evidence to the'contrary.”
““How can- they say there was
2 massacre when: some 12 other’

. suspects were arrested during the
" operations? It was obvious that the

Jeftists were,trying to destroy the
image ofthe governnento gef sym-
pathy from the masses.” Afio 8aid.
. B’r}WITH_i__\ REPOR_T FROM

'ROVDIR-NARRA-

i
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; -thh Abu Sayyafibandlts i e
~ what wasbelieved tobe an-
attempt to Kidnap 4 group.”.
“of: teachers in Patikul; Suiu

around 10 bandits attacked:

;. therit in Bararigay Kan Ague'._‘ _
~-atabout 8:30 am. '

The wounded police Df—

ficets were evacuated to the..

Integrated Provincial Health

- Office and. Sulu Hospntal for -
: treatmem

Col. GerryrBesana, West:
ern Mindanao Command.

egcorting the teachers w‘hen_ :

-body ofith

_ saxd P\)

uffered casuall:les, cmng

~bloodstains« o theirrescape

i Halu-Halu:m"Baran.gay .
/' Bakaan, an Abu Sayyaf ban-
dit was' killed in a clashwith

W1 Carbine rifle were recov-

_ered at the seene,

e beligve thata ™

. nuraber of the bandits were
wounded... Out'tioops are
' still- purstiing them as of this’

report,” Lt. Gen Arnetdela
Vega,: Westmmcom clnef

bandlt and l'uzs- o
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troops of the Third Marine

. Bakaan, Banpguigni, Sulu. -

The 13-minute- fueﬁght resulted i the:
deattiof an ASG fightex, and the recovery of "

an Mi.Carbineritle.. "
“The Jomt 'I'ask Turce Sulu contmuously

. rine Battalion Landing Team 3. engaged an-,, ‘then
undetermined ntimber of ASG.mémbers.in.
Sitio Halu-Halu, Simiga. Island Balangay:

our tmops are stlll pu sumg_. '

id" that “while, opera&mﬁs- |

;'are v1g01 ously undel taken:to: neutrahze ithe

:remaining bandits, we stillencouirage other -
Abu Sayyaf inembers tolay downitheir arms
_m ordet to-finally have peace in Sutu”

Tyoops continue to onductpursuit operat‘idn

'_ ‘_%agams,t_a_il ASG elements still at-large in Sulu,
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'separate encoutite
Officials

:mulmneously erupted'onr-Slmlsa oatt
: '_lsland off Bangumgl town, and m -.on

P

iinga g
“hiding on the forested lsland smce .
lastmonth. _
Lt.Gen, Arnel de: la Vega, chlef _

of the Western Mindanao Com-
mand, said members of the 3rd

Marine ‘Company recovered. the:

body of the still unidentified
bandit, including an M1 ifle,

following a firefight that lasted_

for about 15 mmutes

~ De Ja Vega: said theie wah no
report of military casualties, as e

vowed to.destroy the ASG: _
 *Thie Joint Task-Force Sukd coi

' tmuously employ more pressure
on thie remaining  Abu Sayyal ban-
dits-to gain more enemy strong:

holds and armaments. We believe
that & number of the bandits were
wounded and probably could have

died due to loss of blood aftet_ '

e'lg Vega also called

sly

" Securjty forces also ‘clashed: w1th
Abu Sayyaf fighters.in the village

‘While operations. are- v1gor~
Jettaken. to nieutralize
i ‘the-ternatnitig. bandits, we still
“encourage other Abu ‘Sayyaf
-members tolay down'theirarms
‘I order to ﬁnally have peace in.
"Sulu," he-said,

'_qwmg 0. fmlsh :
itg-group blamed
‘ofransom k:dnap ‘
hiers’ ‘off Sabah in .
d fhe spate of terror

of Kan Ague in Patikul where wo

police officers were wounded in
the fighting, de la Vega added.

He said soldiers-and police-
‘ Vmen were escortmg a- group
“of teachers when' about 10
" militants ‘atticked them in the
‘ village, triggering a firefight.-

“He did not say if any of the

:_teachers were wounded. il the
firefight, while the wounded police -
- officers wete fushed fo a hospital

in Jolo as trgops pursued the ban-

dits in Pat1kul‘s hmterlands
hf)[ AL JACINTO :




o

pec
- SuluonTuesday, ‘ o
- Reports© said. pcllcemen ﬁ“om the-
Pau!mt Municipal Police “Station ‘were
..-eqcortmgtheteacherswhowemu'avelhng
from Jolo to Batangay Taung when they
crossed. paths. with arcund 15 bandlts,
triggering the: firefight at 8:30.aim,-
“ 'Wounded during: th ﬁreﬁght Wete
" Police Master Sergennt Al:Nidzfar Eraji
and: Patrolman Jordan- Changlapon of
- the Patikul MPS. -

The 'ASG,, meanwhlle, suffercd a
still undetermined’ mlmbel of casualues
durmk, yihe firefight. .

Shortly after; the: mmdent addmona!
policemen:_tesponded:-to- the: sit¢- of
encounier while ‘the wounded: lawmen
were brotightt tothe hospital for treatment

Meanwhile, in "separate ‘ericounter in
:Patikul a baridit was killed following
ol -envolinter with’ marine: lmupem in
Barangay - Bakaan, Pangaigui minutes

. afler-the attempted k:dnappmg of the

© teachers.”

i .Col, Getry Besana, spckesman of the

" ‘Western Mindanao Command, ssid the
 bandit was killed, after Maiine froopers

~fromthe 3rd. ‘Marine. Company of
exchanged fire with ASG terrorists while
on pursiit operations’ in- neatby” Sitio
Halu-Halw, Simisa : Island, Barangay
Bakaan, Banguighi, Sulu, :

The ASG. member’s: dead bﬂdy was
recovered in’ the.encounter site along
withan M1 Carbine rifle, ' :

“The Joint Task = Force Sulu

' conlmuously employ more pressure
: on the remaining Abu Sayyaf bandits
I to gain-more enemy strongholds and

armaments,” said Lieutenant Géneral
Amel dela Vega, Commander of the

Western Mindanao Compiand.
“We believe. that a .number of the
k{[ . bandits were - wounded -and: probably
0] " conld have died due to loss of Blood
after the encounter especxaliy ‘that our
troops ate still pursuing: them a8 of this

report,” Dela Vega said.
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Abu Sayyaf member killed,

2 cops wounded in Sulu clashes

A MEMBER of the bandit groap
Abu Sayyaf was killed while two
policemen were injured in separate
skirmishes with government forces
in Banguigui and Patikul towns in
Sulu yesterday morning,

One of the clashes occarred in
Sitio Halu-Halu in Simisila Island,
barangay Bakaan in Banguigui
town, said Col. Gerry Besana,
spokesman of the military’s West-
ern Mindanao Command.

Besana said troops from the

Marine Battalion Landing Team
3 were on a combat operation
in the area at around 8:31 a.m.
when they clashed with undeter-
mined number of Abu Sayyaf
men. :

"The 15-minute firefight resulted
in the death of one of the bandits

- and recovery of an M1 Carbine

rifle. The military said more ban-
dits may have died or wounded in
the firefight.

“We believe that a number of

(
Lol

the bandits were wounded and
probably could have died due to
Joss of blood after the encounter,
especially that oui troops are still
pursuing them as of this report””
said Wesmincom i(;i]’..t. Gen.
Arnel Dela Vega, CE

In Patikul row, two policernen
were injured in a firefight with Abu
Sayyaf members in Barangay Kan
Ague ataround 8:30 am., a report
from the Sulu provincial police
said. ~ Victor Reyes
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‘policemen wert
teachersheading

Quezon City-revealed that the
¢ escorting agroup of
arangay Taung-

“hen‘they were ‘waylaid -at-around’

8:30.a.r. In-Barangay Kan Ague. -

. Changlapon.-

T e

Nidzfar Erajio and Patrolman Jordan

“Gome 10 to 15 Abu Sayyf men:

reported carfied-out'the.ambush. -

' Policernen arid: soldiers were Im-

mediately dispatched in:the area to
run after the attackers; The teachers
weresecured, . .
The wounded cops, on the other
hand, were taken to'thehospital. .
(Aaron Re.i;_qgnco} ‘f‘ .

Page: j
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agzeement it defelence to:t

.. parliamentary federal system.:

* - “The review.of the fmalsunplementatwﬂ -

of the 1996 peace: dgreement wag-held in

erday,

' f*‘“‘ ‘I‘he ‘Moio Natlona_ lee, atlonj
. wTront: (MNLF) suspended 3 _

~the fripartite review fa the ‘fina}
i nuplementatwn of the 1096 peace.
plan
: of P ;_S]dent Diuterte toc ange the
i form of: government. from unitary to

abyance so'that the MNLE ¢an foeus o ;

TFederalism, " MNLF spiokesinar Emmianitel

Fontanﬂla told the Daily Pribashe.

-+ The final review of thie 1996 peace :
agreement was abandoned by former i

President Beitigiio Aquino I 2018 .
triggetingthe declaration of mdependence .

.of the Bangss: Mo;o Republik,

He said the resumiption of peacetalks
between the MN LF and the governient

will be focused on’the MNLF proposal

" to set up throe Federal States - (Luzon;
- Visayas. and Mmd'mao) 0 plevenL :

dasmembennem of. the couumy

He said the MNLF wﬂl fs5u6 a
_ manifesto: expressmg full suppor
to Federahsm <

Fontamlla said the MNLI‘ has |

aheady converied its own panel but as :

of yesterday, the Office of the' Presidential

Peace Adviser has yet to communicate

with the MNLF despite repeated
pronouncemerits of President Duterte
" that he wants o resume peace falks with
MNLF founding chairman Nor Misuati,
He said he has been trying to-contact
Presidential Peace Adviser Carlito Galvey
but there have been no replies:to hig
" phone callqé

AW
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OTABATO. CITY (PNA) —‘A‘—_ " thei
vanking official of the’ Bang-. " -t
5 samoro Autonomous Re-
g # gion in Muslim Mindanao - outs
(BARMM). hias directed all local chief.. - -
- executives, (LCEs) to hold seminar 5,
training and the Tike within the region”

. & "
_f_xi,,e?v,f"f-.‘»ﬁ:-@ T saikae
LR

AR }‘a%i&'&in*’ B

to generate income'for the i new’ politl-f | ties:

cai entity:

 Ministry of the Interior and Tiogal . “sec

‘Government (MILG): - BARMM Min-

ister Naguib Sinarimbo said Monday

the move was congistent with the

provisions of the Bangsamoro Organic

Law (BOL), and aims to enharice the.
creation and generation of revenues i

. % %’%ﬁ” Eg‘? Page: .. )}
d8d &l &

meetmgs manestabh&hmentwmhm the. . '
1+ region’and the 20'persons meeting will
- -order ‘pastil’ (sautéed splced chicken

wrapped thh frag1 ant rice m “banana

‘Sinarimbo added. th

turn would be used for delivering gov-
eriment services to constituents.

- néed additional wonkers and: incréase
Cthe demand for banana !eaves and-_‘
- .chicken. .~ " 1 :
.- “Such: would also requlre more :
 “peopletoharvestand cut banana leaves
“and;dn turn, glvegobs bo ‘silkad’ (pedleab f

Mg
sinesses like restam ants would pay
~ thejrincorie tax fo the région, ,whi¢hin
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: 'Muslim 'Mmda
on ’[‘uesday warned
: 'agamst using the Bangsamoro

8 Orgamc Law! (BOL) in theircam-
- paign:$trategy to win. votes in the- :

'commg elechons ,
The warning caime after :zev-'

eral political igfotips that vot:
¢d’agdinst the. BOL have been.
- spreading stoties: -purporting that -
candidates who campaigned foi"
- its ratification would: work out."
-BARMM 's: expansmn lf elected .

to local Ppositions,

Nagulb Slnarlmbo, BARMM o

loca! government ‘minister, said

nowhere in the BOL could-one -
find 4 provision statmg that the
Bangsamoro region could still -
be-expanded affer the January 21 .
plebiscitein provinces of the now

_ defunct Autonomous. Region i in
" Muslim Mindanao- {ARMM]}, -

Sinarimbo urged candzdates _
torrefrain from-hitting rivals who

-campaigned for the ratification of
- the Bangsamoro: OIgamc Law.
~“The BOL clearly says that

the'January 21 and February 6.

: pleblscﬁes related to the Moro
issue were the last, nothmg miore,
. Candldates are advised to focus

~ on sensible.campaign platforms '

&

way.' for the: xepIacement_ f the

ARMM with’ BARMM,.

Quiarters:that opposed the ¢ cre-

~ation'of BARMM are using. the
social media‘to scare votersonthe .
. possible allgnment of more focal -
“government wnits with BARMM if
* they vote for pro-BOL tandidates

aspiring for'lecal posts in:towns

“and-cities closeto BARMM,.

‘Legal luwminaries in the
Bangsamoro Transition Authority
appointed 1o oversee the tranisition

- from ARMM to BARMM said it
* was unfair to use such a campaign

discourse to cause division among
pro-BOL and anti-BOL camps.
Quirino Bsguerra, an election

_.lawyer-an_d:cc'_):ins_el of many lo-
_cal executives | m BARMM, said

the BOL had no “opt in”provi-
sion enabling local government
units outside to become part of
its core territory.

JULMUNIR L, JANNARAL

181 dfe 63: barangay (vxl]ages) _
:-. iniseveral: towns in° North: Cota-
i bato, underAdmmlstratlve Region:
12, that becarne- part af BARMM .
“territorytk otigh 2 separate plebi- .
“seite last Febriary 6, . :




“Y1he Presidential A

: I gist recently remarked

-Jk ~that Nic Gabonada whe
was singled out by Fac as
‘having originated Fa
_‘counts that were ii _
‘non-compliant of Facebook pol- - |
_icy, had nothing to-do with the | =
Duterte administration-whether

‘men with honot, if you can’t;
don’t'say anything atatl. .
.- Given how the administration’
in their mud of inistakes-and controversies, per-

~haps, cutting Gabonada Joose with: such ingrati-
tude will come as a-blessing in disgliise. Perhaps, .

* 'Gabonada is simply being set free by the Lord and

* making him realize who his real
who are'the real men. ™. = .

" Areyouinthe “Guess Who" list of govérnment?
.- In casé you haven't noticed, thelatest fad among

“law enforcement officials in the Duterte administra-

tion is to come up with a “Guess Who" List. Last,
‘week the fad really peaked after PDEA Director |

Aaron Aquino started talking about drug person-
~ alities in media, entertainment-and the judiciary.
_ Not to-be outdone; the AFP recently came out with

a “Guegs Who list of politicians allegedly support-
ing or protecting the New People’s Army or NPA
in their area, CaT :

Thé problem with all that is.IWhen'p_ebple :like _

- PDEA Director Aaron Aquino are dared or challenged
16 name names, they shut up tighter than a clam!
-When PDEA claimed that a number of judges were
narco-protectors or coddlers, no less than officials.of
the Supreme Court asked PDEA for the listin orderto

take action against the guilty, but the PDEA according -

to the SC, refused to cooperate. Now the pressureison
Director Aguino toname names because the Supreme
Court and the Department of Justice are duty-bound
to investigate and punish any and all erring officials.
.“Even his fellow PMAer Senator “Ping” Lacson has
‘called for Aquino to provide thelist, - .. .
. Inthie first place, is there really an official list of
“drugusers, dealers, and coddlersbased o verified

information and police work? The PDEA hastobe

very careful of such ¢laims or instnuations becaise

- they could end up like the young black and gay -

e world of real -
ing goed, .

slowly. sinking

friends are and. -

victimof ahate

The.
i d

nly-doing mote hajm for every
ist of narco-judges discredits the

ecomes guil

ty

( :dﬁriit)'_f,"l’he%fe' orted réfusal of the PDEA o
vide the list would be tantamount to obstruction.
 justice in‘any official investigation. People at the
PDEA; the ARP anid Malacafiang should really think
. twicesabout coming up with. “Guess Who” lists be-
“cauise, what you use against.others can alsobe used
ainst you. Imaging if the media practitioners or
ing:up

“1ivé the lifestyle of the vich and famous, officials

E are dropouts and diug users or the 2019 Guess Who

- list of closet queens and brown nosers!:1 amnot ad-:

: “vocating such behavior but what you do tnto-others
.. "canalso.be done unto you:. Another point that the list

inigkers and givers of 2019 should watch out foristhe .

possibility.of being sued for libel and defamation. A
" MGuess Who" list is never fail safe as the PDEA has
- -digcovered. Somewhere down the road you will be
lleriged and i you can’t stand and déliver, youwill
ponithe list of -tho's_e;Who buckled and turned.

ou're in the market for:a new car;.or simply a
i azy grease monkey, well it's that time of the year
. whien you get four days to ifidulge youir self with the
- hewestproducts, car models, modifications; displays

" and'whathave you in-‘-motorinﬁ. Yes the anriual MIAS.

* -or ManilaInternational Auto Show that always draws
 the highest number of visitors will gpen its doors at
-the World Trade Center Manila (WTCM) on April4 to
7. The MIAS regularly featirtes the latest commercially
available vehicles for the Philippinesand from time to
time features concept cars like e-vehicles and the likes,
 Given.its-longevity and popularity, many such
+ ofganizers.can only wish that the government would
invest money constructing exhibition centers as bigias
those i Tokyo and Shanghai that could easily house
nuimerous international exhibitions and conferences
under one or several roofs, While the WTCM has been
the go to place, the market has'outgrown the facility
and as the Philippines becomes increasirigly attrac-
tiveasagoto Elace for business and investment, the
-government-should provide the proper and afford-
"-able venug for both private and public (government)
“éxhibitions and trade shiows, We have the goods and
~wehave theexperts, nowjlets build world-class busi-
ness friendly venueg. IR
. . *®

# *

~Email: utnlchtc_zik@g{ﬂdfl.cmﬂ

es "Brnpire’ named

‘black and; gay. Police ‘even~ .
iollett had stagedthe:whole -

& dealers, users and coddlers by refusing
y respond to the request of the DOJ anid the

with “Guess Who" list of government officials who

" with ‘more than one wife, fficials' whose children -
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_electlons 1o favor certain’ ¢
" If thie Russians were: able'to_ nfluence
voters into voting for Donald Trump

_ Complamts 1eported 0. the ?hlhp— :

.-.pme Coast' Guard and Navy are dis-

- missed: and: ‘not given credence. by - Ga
*. naval authorities, The Coast" Guard,
- instead of protectmg our ﬂshermen

" right in.our own waters, ‘tell the tocals

* to-stay.away from Scarborough Shoal

to avoid Chinese: patrol patrol. boats,

. ‘Mainland ' Chiinese -workets - are -

' -dxsplacmg I‘lllpmos from: jobs in ‘the

online’ gaming industry even as these

forelgners are also alicgedly operatmg :

shabuy labs ‘with Filipino connivance.

> "Fhis is the worst. offense of its kind
‘because the illegal drug trade is the
scourge that destroys the very fahrlc

of Ph111pp1ne society.

It is sather strange that the th
mentioned Chinese transgressions are
not being brought up by candidates in
the May 13 midterm elections There’s
an unveified report China would: at-
tempt to influence the outcome of the
ididates.

as president by providing derogatory
inforiiation on Demaocratic tival Hill-

W risisreworst
offense of fts kind. 33

Jebrity: is dﬁ ng or hasjust broken up .

wnth whom? .
~ Somuch for 1llummatmg 1mportant

“-issues of ‘the .day: Entertainment, it

‘seeins-is the:panacea. to- all. the prob-

Jems facing Filipinos. No wonder we
‘have: the: kind of leaders we have:to-

day. Tn'the tuenstile ‘of power, prob-

Jlenis like unemployment, high crime
.ate, monstrous: traffic, and high:cost-

of living go in and out with the change
of Ieadership Still, ‘the problems re-

main with us. It's a vicious cycle-that

sadly Filipinos have come to aceept, -

A ‘revolution is not aiso the an-
swer. Unlike the tectonic shift :that
went with the upheaval in the French
Revolution, in Indoncsra and. South
Korea, there was no-change in the
political structure in the. vents that fol-.

“lowed People Power at Edsa, It qu?-

justarevolving: door aticka a-change'in
leadership with ohganchs replaced by
another set of cronies who cﬁYntrollcd

;the economy.
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Mlsuam S fthmat

of RLplcbf:ntathER has made it clear that

late in the day.

Rep. Rod'lnre Marcolera 9’11(51 the new House
Ieadcxsh,tp under Speaker Glosia Arrovo com-
pleted everything that had to be done when it

~ pushed and approved this priority legislation last

December. The solon was referring to the pas-
sage on third and final 1mdmg of the measure

“which secks to amend the 1987 Constitation,
mcludmg the proposal to lift the term limits of

legislators and local officials,

The approved blll, howevu, hit a huge snag
in the Senate, with Senate President Tito Sotto
informing reporters that the bill is still in the Sen-
ate Committee on Constitutional Amendments,
Revision of Codes and Laws, The senators, at
this point, are not vet ready to discuss its merits,
including the mode of amending the Constitu-
tion, whether by constituent assembly or by

‘Misuari is fast becoming
a political anachronism,
but why is Duterte still
bestowing him relevance?

constitutional convention, )

The discussion on constitucional change
has been put 1o the fore again with President
Draterte’s recent revelation thar Nur Misuard,
founding chairman of the rebel Mo Nariorial

DEPL’.[ Y majority leader of the H()use .

At was not the fault of the Lover House -
' Lhat the Duterte administration’s proposeci shift
to federalism remains hanging in the bal&nce this’

""‘:'leeiatmn Froat (1 (\[“QLI’), had thle’lttned to
“wage war” again if he will not be given feder-
Calism, T he threat, ironically, was hurled to the

President of rhis- Republic right inside the seat
of power, Malacanang Palace,

We wonder: For all his bravado, machismo and
br aggadoc:o, why did Duterte treat lightly this

" thteat from a Mushrn rebel? We must consider,

too, that the President has just given a big favor
to Misuari -- he earlier convinced the Sandigan-

* bayan to allow Misuari to travel abroad and miss

his scheduled hearing before the court. Misuari,
a former governor of the Autonomous Region

- in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), is facing graft
 charges before the Sandiganbayan in connection
- Wlth the quesnomble putchase of tc\tbooks
- during his term in the ARMM.

When vou consider federalism, ujl are ralking -
qbout the whole Philippines. Itis nora gift that

- can ‘be given by the President to. Misuari alone,

and on a silver phttel Federalism concerns not
just the southern Philippines, or the Muslim dr-
eas of Mindano, but the whole country. So why
would Misuari use lack of federalism as reason
for waging wa, clearly a sclf-serving obsession?
~We find little assurance from the pronounce-
ment of Deferise Secretary Delfin. Lorenzana
whio thought Misuari’s idea was a 7“blu'ff.”': 'The

“defense secretary said the MNLF is still capable of -
- treating trouble and pockets of violence and ter-
- rorism, buta full-scalé war is out of the question.

* Lotenza based his assessment on the fact that . -
many original MN LF membets have chosen

10 fink up with the administration- sponqored
Bangsa Moro Autonomaons Region in Muslim
‘Mindanao (BMARNMM). Also, the \{INLT has

had its share of fractious division within its ranks,
with one faction led by Misuari and the other,

lead by incumbent \NLF chairman 1 usuf Jikird,

- Miswrari is fast becoming a political anachronism,

* butrwhy is Duterte still bestowing him relevance?
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Video: Peace missions changing the way we see Basilan

From CNN Philippines (Apr 2, 2019): Video: Peace missions changing the way we see
Basilan

Basilan is an area known for violent incidents and a safe haven for terrorists and rebel
groups. But authorities in the area claim that the province's image is slowly changing in light
of peace missions conducted by the military and in the southern Philippine province.

http://cnnphilippines.com/videos/201 0/4/2/Peace-missions-changing-the-way-we-see-

Basilan.htmi

Posted by Retired Analyst at 9:13 PM
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Soldier wounded in NPA clash in Negros

From the Manila Bulletin (Apr 1, 2019): Soldier wounded in NPA clash in Negros

lloilo City—A soldier of the Philippine Army's 62nd I
wounded in a Monday clash with the New; People’s
town, Negros Occidental province,

Battalion (62 1B) has been
NPA) rebels in Moises Padilla

Lt.Col Egberto Dacoscos, 62 IB commander, identified the wounded as Corporal Ryan
Quevedo.

Dacoscos said in a statement that the incident occurred Monday morning as part of its hot
pursuit operation against the NPA rebels who shot and killed Town Councilor Jolomar
Hilario early Sunday morning. The 51-year-old councilor, who was running for re-election,
was still sleeping when 50 armed NPA rebels barged into his house to kill him.

The 62‘ IB troops were in Quintin Remo village when NPA rebels opened fire. This resulted
into a firefight until the rebels withdrew.

Government troops then recovered three improvised explosive devices (IEDs), ammunition,
communist paraphernalia, and personal belongings of the NPA rebels.

Dacoscos also said they have reason to believe that several NPA rebels were wounded
based on the blood trail.

httos //news.mb.com.ph/2019/04/01/soldier-wounded-in-npa-clash-in-negros/
Posted by Retired Analyst at 8:46 PM No comments:
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45 NPA rebels surrender in CALABARZON region

From the Manila Times (Apr 2, 2019): 45 NPA rebels surrender in CALABARZON region
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna: A tofal of 4 { Philippines-New People’s Army.
(CPP-NPA) members, 19 of them:fem yang Bayan, Kontak, Baseng
Masa and.Organisadong Masa under the Koritih gan Girilya Cesar (KLGC),-Sub-Region
Military Area (SRMA-4A ) surrendered to the Police Regional Office Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon).

On Friday, 33 of them under KLGC, SRMA-4A all:opsrating i hé provincesof Laguna, Rizal and
Quezon surrendered to PRO-4A Regional Intelligence Division and the military.

Another 12 rebels from General Nakar, Quezon surrendered on March 30. At about 9 p.m. on the
same day, Brig. Gen. Edward Carranza, Police Regional Office Calabarzon regional director, said
the surrenderers were tribal chieftains and members of Samahang Dumagat, an ethnic group based
in the mountainous range of Laguna, Rizal and Quezon that the NPA infiltrated and utilized as
advance post in the mountains.

Their peaceful surrender was made possible through several meetings and dialogue in cooperation
with the chieftain or punong tribo of their respective areas in support of the government program.

All the surrenderers, their documents, firearms, ammunition and explosives are now under the
custody of the Regional Special Operations Unit 4A for documentation and safekeeping.

Carranza said the initial debriefing revealed that most of the surrenderers were utilized to monitor
the presence and activities of the government forces in their locality. They also served as escort,
guide, runner and their homes were used as safe houses of the CPP-NPA terrorists in case of
emergencies. Most of them were part-time guerrilia fighters and part-time farmers. They played the
dual role of military pro tector and pofitical enforcer in their respective barangay (villages).

“Ka Cyrus,” one of the surrenderers revealed that in 2009 they assaulted Panukulan Police Station
in Quezon. They were also involved in an ambush of Special Action Force troops in Antipolo City
that left four dead and five captured including two wounded personnel.

Advertisements

Ka Cyrus was a former NPA platoon leader. He said that in 2006, he had an intimate relationship
with a certain Ka Sophia from UP Diliman who gave birth in 2008, but did not return.

PRO 4A was coordinating with the Department of Interior and Local Government and Department of
Social Weilfare and Development for the surrendered rebels to undergo processing to avail
assistance under the Enhance Comprehensive Local Integration Program.

https //iwww.manilatimes.net/45-n a-rebels-surrender-in-calabarzon-re ion/534043/
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