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“- __‘_h;ei’i’wmuld;a;gsgenjd the privile
- declare ajrf’;ﬁﬁ;‘vq}uﬁpnary-_'war-

o Itwas the President's rea
m: to Sei, Franddin Dl

mined eitcs yeterday that

- thd. wi ‘of habeas corpus ind
Pwill aveest ol of you,” -

+ = Mesaid he woald do this 7if -
- pushed against the wall,” but
Vo if _'did_.,,liot.spé;:'ify:w_ho would he
Gve arestod:, - oL

ilon‘s:

call for the“administration fo issues invelvlig e b
exertise “extrome caution” i1 craey and other Concarg,
Teviewing government deals, In".a speech yes
_saying existis «-binding Palawan, Duter

inese Ioan Jor Chie
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Ruteite met with the coun . pere pag ako-ang. pingahot iyo - gista, Then pahirapan o ok -
try'stop busincssmen duringd - nang sagad-(if you go t6o far); (Your willbe ak par with rebels,
call a_tMeil_acaﬁa_ng’Wednesday Twill declare a suspensionof -+ . T  Turn-to Pages .

i,

oet



* pressed: suspicion that Du
pronouncement may als

' means:to-divert attention a
* rom issues like the allege
' anotnalous deals with €

-of his administration:

declate a_revolutienary
until the end of my term. Tk
pasensiyakian: tayo-(you have e
bear with this),” he adde

* afterthe President ordered the f
toreviewall government con~:_ar

tracts with private groups to" Chr

* hiake guire that these contracts. . senior vice preside

been doneduring the ﬁrstye

~ WhileBayandescribed th
deras “long overdue” it alsc

iew- ernment deals and-has as

| sayirig existing and binding
- contracts cannot simply be -
 classified as enerous:and can-

' celled. The: power to review

“contracts mustnot be usedito
~the review upon learning that'
‘the government: under-then"
former president Fidel Ra~

harass, the senator added; . -
‘Panelg chided: critics for

- questioning the President’s or-

der and maintained that it was

partof his duty to the people.

“The problem with critics is

i'shard to imderstand them. If

you did not.do anything, they

- willmock you. If you do;some-

“overradiodzMNML -G

agencies to: comply ‘with I
dlreCtive”Immediately )

' Guevarta has formed-a panel
toreview the contracts, - .

- thing, they willask, ‘Why only -

now?"” Panelo said'in Filipine -

“You cannot prevent the -

7 headded:* -
_ Panelo said Duterteis “sexi--

“ous” abouf reviewing the:gov--.

ke

said Justice Secretary Mehér-d'o

" Panélo said Duterte ordered .

mos forged a.deal with water
concessionaire Maynilad ‘that
prohibited it from intruding
into the contract terms. -
He said the provision was.
the reason why 'tﬁe government

ol

-all governmi
some groups: qu
ing of the orde

vilitant group Bagong Aly-

anig Makabayan. (Bayan)

- said the review should have

lost an arbitration case and was -
ordered by a Singapore court to

-pay billions to Maynilad.

+‘The‘case-stemmed from -

- goveinment fromintervening.. -state-run Metropolitan Wa-
- It-can intervene in anything. . :
-+ As President, itis his.duty not..
- only te sérve the country but -
7 to protect the interest of the

. puiblic;’ ‘

terworks' and Sewerage Sys-

ten's tefuusal to implement an

upWward. tariff adjustment for
the period of 2013 t0.2017: The
Singapote court ruled infavor
of Maynilad and asked the
government to-pay the water -
concessionaire P3.42 billion -

his * in compensation. The ruling

became finallast year, - .. -
. “The ruling stated that it
was the government's fault

. Because-it intervened... The,

President became angry and
said jt was not acceptable,”
Patielo:said. _ o

. Panelo’ previously-said. the .
ruling on the: Maynilad deal
isfinal and could no longer be.
rescinded but the administra-

- tion can still prosecute officials

who allowed the contract to
proceed. . SR
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Hes a:im@ a recomumendation from the military,

33; BDona 2. Pazzubugan
@dpazzﬂ)ugan )

The govemment on Thursday.
rebuked 'China - for sending a.

large number of fishing vessels

“near isiands and islets occupied
by the Philippinesin:the heavily .

disputed South China Sea, call-
ing the presence-of-the-bbats “ii-

legal.”

The Department of Forelgn_
Affairs (DFA) issued the. rare
public rebuke of the Chinese

presence on Phihppme territory
after the Armed Forces of Lhe
Philippines menitored more
than 200 Chinese vessels from

January to March in a disputed

area named- Sandy . Cay near

“Philippine-occupied Pag- asa 1s-

land.: _
“The: presence of Chinese

vessels near and-around. Pag-.

asa and other maritime features

. Is illegal,” the DFA. sald ina,

statement 7 _

“Such actions are a clear vio-
lation of Philippine sovereignty,
sovereign rights and jurisdic-

\_{M

STORY BY DONA Z. PAZZIBUGANM

.tlon as: defmed under mtema-
- tmnal law," it sald '

‘Swarmmg tactm

The ‘DFA said the Chmése .

vessels had-beenin the area “In

G;Earge numbers and. for ‘sus-
tained and  récufring period;
what is commonly. referred to .

as: ‘swarming’ tactics, ralsmg

questions about, thelr intent as.

well as concerns. over thelr role

in support of coercwe objec-

tives.” N _
“Such a_ctions i 'when not
repudiated by the Chinese.gov-

-ernment are -degmed’ fo have

been adopted by it," it said..
" “rhe presence of Chmese
vessels within the Kalayaan Is-

- land. Group, whether military,

fishing or -other vessels will
thus continue to be the subject
of appropriate action by the
Phlhppmes," it-added, o
The DFA lodged diplomatic
protests and raised concetns. in

‘meetings with Chingse. officlals

after the Armed Foices of the
Philippines reported that the
Chinese vessels had ‘been unie-
sporsive to -warnings from
Philippine authorities.

Capt. Jason Ramon,

the Depariment of Fareign Affairs files a digRomatic protest
and issues o stademant charging that the presence of the Chinese vessels mear Pag-asa Island is illegal,

oy
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| 'Such'éc’t'ionsré
of Philippine soverelgnty, sovereign .
rights and jurisdiction as defined under

lear vaolation

mternatlonal Iaw

3 _napam;jment ofrf@eigmffairs’"_;’ |

" spokesperson for the military's -

. Western Command {(Wescom),

--said 275 Chinese fishing vessels

- had. ‘been monitored -around
Pag-asa, Zamora {Subi) Reefand

the sandbars in the area since

‘Januaty.
*These are suspected mar-_
- itime militia,” Ramon sald

Self-restraint _
“Of course, we. challenge
them, We warn them-that-they

are entering Philippine territo-
ry. But almost all of them are
unresponsive,” he said; adding:

that. this was the reason
Wescom  recommeénded a

d1plomatlc pmtest
The DFA called on-the Chi-

‘nese government to adhere to’

the ‘agreement announced by

President Duterte and Chinése .

President Xi]inpmg durmg the -

Chmese leader's.visit to: Mani-
‘la:in November last year “fof
‘both sides to exercise self-re-
- straint with respect to activi-
" ties in the South China Sea'that
‘would-complicate ‘or. escalate

disputes and affect peace and
stability.” S
- “We call.on the Chmese gov—

ernment to adhere to’ ghls con-

sensts reached at the highest
levels, down to its agencies and

s military,” the DFA said.
The: statement came: after:
S -'Foreign Secretaly Teodoro Loc--
- sin g fived a tare broadsmle at-

' -'ﬁ_-Chma@nTw:ttm S _
¢ When a- cnuntry “tts its"'

countrymen swarm.into foreign

“ territory: and: ‘does: nothmg to

drivé them: o, it'is deemed to

have:_, endorsed and in effect -
- adopted that ‘aggressive ‘act
o agamst a foreign country,”. Loc-
- “sin tweeted on Thursday '
| menting on anews report titled
-7 "China, sucldenly snatches new :
- .1s!and ”

advice to. file @ diplomatic

protest as soon ag possible over

thesituation on Pag-asa Island.
. QK guys.at DFA, let’s look

late. Lét's see iFwe can undo the
fuck-ups. of previous.. adrmms-
trations that. solcl us Locsm
sald :

Cayetano DFA
Undm Locsin's predecessor,

.-Alan Peter Cayetano, the DFA

would-not: disclose what it had
done about Chinése’ incursions

5 gmdemd the DFA to..
heed. Supreme:Court: SeniorAs-:
sociate Justice:Antonio Carpio’s’

» . into" Plilhppme territory in the:
. ‘South China Sea; :
- Plesuient Duterte has pur--
“sued ‘warmer. ties: with China
- 'sinee: taking: office in‘2016, set-
ting ‘aside’ a UN arbitral court
'rulmg in favor of the Philip-
pines ina. challenge to China's
claim. “over . nearly all of ‘the'
South. China Sea, ‘in exchange -
- for billions of dollars.of pledged -
‘loans and investment. '

Besides - ‘the Phlhppmes

'r-._:Brune1 Malaysia and Vtetnam--;
also: oppose China's. sweeping
“claim over the strateglc water- |

way

nese fishing vessels near Pag-

- ‘asa,.-calling it illegal,” unre-
VA _--ported and umegulated fish-
intd this:-and file ASAP-if nottoo

ing;:

diction, It is a deep and danger-

ous incursion into our territo: :
‘rles,” Hontiveros said. wWITH RE-
PORTS FROM JEANNETTE |, ANDRADE, .

LEILA ~ B  SALAVERRIA, AP. AND

: mzun;ns NG

Sen, RlSd Hontweros om |
-Thu_rsd_ay sought a Senate in-
“quity into the presence of Chi-

“Chinia is net’ unly a state .
: SPONSOr to: 1llegal_ fishing, itisal-

so - gpenly . disregarding. our
- :sovereignty and marine juris-
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. By PIA. LEE-BRA o .

With hundreds of ¢
| swarming around Pag-a:

1 . Departmeént of Foreign',
1 calling Ching's attention to thel

1‘ ”1lle Al

3sive presence.
'. ' asé,-wlﬁch .

1 presenceand "clearwolatmn” ofPhlhppme' tights

| -sovereignty.

‘“The presence of Chmese vessels tieat fron

: '.:and around Pag-asa and olher maut:me*

I feattires in the KIG is illeg: _
1. said in a statement. KIG. siaﬂds o Ka—

~ layaari Island qup, whlch méludes,‘

Pag-asa. 7
“Some of ‘the: veseelq are
“militia ships disguised as fishing boats.:"

- “Siich actionsarea deat violatiowo Phil- -

*ippine sovere:grnty, sovereign rights and

" Huriseliction, as defiried undcrmtemaﬁonal.

Jawincluding the 1982 United Nations Con-

vention on the Law of the Sea (N C_LOS),” '

the DFAadded in a rare rebuke,
" “Such aclions when not fepudiated by

, '-"'have beenadopted by it.”. -~

Earher, Maiacanang saud thc DFA is.

DO .C) a8 these gonerate tensmn m:st:rust._-_
1 thr T

' eheved to be o

émd uncelta

ilippines Is.calhng fora full and "
plementation 6f the DOCwhile -

'ncgoﬁ'aho'ﬁ-a for a Code of Coniduct (COC)

in.the South Chma Sea aré. ongomg, the ‘

"DFA said;

“We. cazmot emphasve cnough the im-
perative to build and j promotemudtuial trust

~and confidence, toexercise self-restraint in
“the conduct of activities; and: to'avoid ac:
‘the Chinese govérnment are deemed. to - tions that'may furthér complicate the sitie
ation-and undefmirie’ peace, secunty and L

stab:hty in ihe regmn,” itadded.:

foh the pmsence
of numercus Chis
nese vegsels around
Pag-asa now con- -
firmed, Suprenie
Court Senior Asso~
clate Justice Antonio
Caipio said fillng a
- diplomatic protestis’
: _thenghttlung tode.
7 "To preserve our
sovereignty over
our territorial sea
around Pag-asa, the
' (Philippines)should
filea diplomaticpro-
test. Otherwige, the
Philippines will be

. deemed {0 have ac-
quiesced to China's
claim that the waters

- arourid, Pag-asa be-

' long to China under
its nine-dash'line
- claim,” he sz 1c1 e

statément.
' Turn to Page 7

k,,i,;_m.._m..‘ma :



“The senmr $C magi‘; ate
stressed ‘that Chinese fishin f,

* yegsels have no right to fish™
- within the 12-nautical-mile ter- -
. ritorial sea of the.island, which; .
- ig the:seat of the Kalayaaii o
 nicipal government, o
.~ ""They’can only- exeraise in
nocent passage in our ferrito

rial sea — meaning thy
‘mugttransitin astraig}
nous.and expeditiov .
_These vessels caimot stop, lotter

e-ve.,sel

o even zipzag in our terr1t01 1'11-

‘sea,” he: explamed

. The SC magistrate’ 111((—3‘1’\*139:_-
_called for the filing of dlplomatlc o

* protests; over-Bejjing’s sefzure s il p T
of Sandy Cay and twolow-tide .
ly1ch hesaidarealso

+ within the counny s terrztonal

_ sandbms,

waters...

o ”Sand}’ Cay, a: lu h t1de
'sandba:, and two neaiby low- 1 ;

tide sandbars, are less than two. .

" nattical miles from Pag-asa.

- These sandbars emerged within - Dpa’.

. oour 12—naut1cal—mﬁe tesritorial-
'seq in Pag-asa. Anythmg that -

- .emerges within ou? teiritor 1a1
sea js-also our territory. Thatis

g well-lecogmzed yndlerinter naw

tiohal. Iaw, hepointed out. .

- 'Carpio warned ‘that.if the.'
* country fails to file the protests,
it “will.be deemed to have acs

quiesced” 1o Beijing, .

~ Presidential spokesman Sal-:‘ Hony
vador. Panglo said-a diplomatic -
. protestis beingreadied after the

military,confirmed the presence
. of Chmef;e veqseit; near Pag~as'a

Tsland.:
Beljmg’ s Ambassadm Zhao
]xanhua said those'were merely

fishing vessels, but Panelo gaid -

they were militia boats:

DFA chief Teodoro Locsin - -
Ji. said he had filed a.”salvo”
“of diplomatic notes '1 ainst’
China before his tip to Beijing

- inMarch, He refuse to disdo‘;e
to the public the contents of the :

diplomatic notes. -

cammﬂmem
to seﬂi—resﬁrainﬁ
Déspite concernis over the

fotirth

Sea to make sure disputes don't
escalate and threaten peace-and
stability in.the region.

laige presence of Chineseboats -

Manila, thh} both: countne‘ :

'1eafﬁ1m1ng their commitment
. to.exercige self-regtraint in theiy
activities in the South China’

‘3011th China Sea:
should ‘not be ig-:
nored; the DTA re-
iterated they should
“not be considered
thesum total of Phil-
: 1ppmes-Chma rela-

ot stop the.

-two. countsies fron., xploting
' mutuaﬂ ,

beneficial: Lcoop

s, :
" Bothsides a]so veafﬂrmedthe'

1mp01 tance of maintaining and *
‘promoting reglonal pedce, and -
stability, freedon of 11av1gat10n
and over-flight,

* They likewise mitelated theu
comxmtment toaddress disputes
fhrough peacefulmeans, without

Tesorting to threat or use of foice.
= gpecifically through friendly. -
- conisultations and negotiations

between sovereign states dJIECf:?{ f

concernad, in accordance wi

f Lllﬁxfusaﬂymcogluzed unmples
- ofintgrnationalTaw; includin _
United Nations charter- aiid the
1982 UNCLOS. .

Both sides hkeWme agleed

that their bilateral relations

should serve the intérests.of the

in areas such as on regent devel-
opments i the South &hma Sea

- thie: exact date: and ve

Yvarfare at gea & Jeparts

~ ment.of National Defenbe and
. the Armed Forces of the, Phlllp-f o
i pmes watch helplegsly;

Filipine and. Chinese.peoples -
anclcontributeto peace, stablhty- =
- and developmerit in the region,
.the DFA added. '

“Bothi sideshad a ploduchve -
.exchange.of views.on ways ‘to. -
“enhance maritime-cooperation

unced latel

; 1c}:ra11y 1a§n

“Thaf 1s.veal dilemma’ now

. to'the defense depattment.and .
- Avmed Forces: Tﬁ ‘
- deszgned to'confiontthiskind of
. tactics. s basically like a guer-

ey were not

rilla watfare at sea...-and they
- are now copfronted by this kind
ofpoemblhhes,”Batongbacalbald _

in-an ANC interview yesterday.

- Batongbacal is director of the.
“university’s Institute for Maritlme _

Affms andLawof theSea: <. -

‘He.added this could: be the
egsion for Defense Secretary Del-
finkerenzana's vigorously push-

| ing for a teview of the country’s -
. defende tieaty with the Unifed.
" States, — With Helen' Flores, Edu

Punay, Jaimie Laude,
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per:eds — what is commonly referred ta "o exemse self restraint with' resp
s "swatming” tactics — raising quesuons"*'-! activities:in the South Chma

' about the:r intent aswell ds concemsover 3

_ “He sald that “for the récord the I’hll'
'lppmes ‘s consmtemly marifested itg

T'helieve that we should fiIe a pro~ :

position’ on-the Pag-asa Istands. and on  “test.:.because the continued, assertion
the KiG; and its- ob]ecuons ot concems - afour rights over that termory s criu—

over lllegal tensmn-ralsmg or. coen:we_ cal to.our cofitinuous claim over the




'=Pag~asa Island ' " ]
L MThe ) message, reaily, is that yau can-
~only do'these thmgs because we are al:- -
-Jowing you to"do so," | think that i ‘the

.Last.year, he called for A, revnew cf- :

the '._{the mutual defense treaty with Wash- *

overall message really, by ‘maintainirg

. theirpresence near the {islands),"Batong--

;. piashing for- the iiiclusion of the '
me‘occup:ed tslands in the West :

Lorenzana matw:th actmg us Secretaky

- Defense Pamck Shanahan last: month,

hapiiig to discuss the treaty. -
. WITH. DEMPSEY REYES
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, the Recto Bankot _
South China Sea’ _‘t-;‘Phlhppme
-~ ‘Séa) in‘case of loay default
[ " Asgociate Justice Antomo Car-
© - pio had’ said China would ravish the
o _natural gas in the'lrea if the Phlhppmes
o kvL@aﬂAz




a LOAN FROM AT
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8
ments m:ght be. weapomzed ’
In-a forum at Adamson Uni-.

versny in Mamla, former sohm-

tor general Flotin: “Pllq" Hilbay

‘and Magdalo party-hst Rep Gary.
Ale]ano Tikened the review to a
“narcolist;” saying it might be

nares’ .
; fellow € _'ndldates for senator op:
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BY ASHZEL HACHERO -

THE Depattiment of Foreign Af-
fairs yesterday said the presence

of Chinese vessels around the
Philippinc-occupied Pagsasa Island

in the South China Sea is illegal
and a violation of the country’s
sovetreipnty. :

Pag-asa Island is about 12 to 14
nautical miles from the Chinese-
occupied Subi Reef.

The DFA also said the presence
the presence of Chinese vessels,
especially in large numbers and
for sustained and recurting peti-
ods, have raised questions about
China’s intent and role “in support
of coercive objectives.”

It was' the first time the DFA
-~ Issued 2 strong statemént against

China. ‘ o
The Duterte administration has

been under constant. eriticism for -

its passive stance.on the prescnce
of bundreds: of 'Chinese vessels

“that the military said were mostly

manned. by members of Chinese

‘matitime militia,

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang did not
refer directly to Manifa’s protest,
but he said bilateral talks on' the
SouthiChina Sea held in the Philip-
pines on Wednesday were “frank,
friendly and consteuctive®

Both sides reiterated that South
China Sea issues should be ge-

solved peacefully by parties directly
-involved, he said. .

*Last month, US Secretaty of
State Mike Pompeo assuted ihe
'I’:Iﬂilgpines dt-wonld come to jts

défense if it camé utider attack iy

~the South China Sea.

President Duterte has putsued
~warmet: ties with China since tak-
ing office in 2016 in-cxchange for

billions of doliatsof pledged loans |
“and invéstment. He said this week _

* China just wants {0 be friends with
the Philippines,

Eatlier, Foreign Affrirs Secre-

taty Teodoro Locsin Jt. said he
will file a diplomatic protest over
the presence of Chinese vessels

“atound Pag-asa Ishind if thereisa -

- major difference between a diplo-:
. matic protest and a note verhale, |

He added that if and when a dip-

. lofmatic protest is filed, it will not
© be made public. Fle has also said
" he filed diplotnatic protests with_
* Beijing before undertaking his firs

official tiip to China last month,

The Philippines has monitored
atleast 200 Chinese boats Pag-asa
in the Philippines, from Januaty
to. March this year, according to
military data.

The Philippines, Brunei, China,
Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam
have competing cleims of sov-
ereigaty in the busy South Ching

LT TP TYSOSN )

 See DFA 3 Page B33




Sea, a conduit forgoods m ,g:itc_:c'sé
of §3.4 willion cvery year.

“The Pag-asa Islands are part .
of the Kalayaan Island ‘Group,
(KIG), which is an integral pact of
“the Philippincs. over'which. it has. . - T
“tions for a-code of canduct in the

sovereignty, sovereign rights. anid

jutisdiction, Accordingly, the pires-

ence of Chinese vessels near and

around Pag~asaa_nd-oi;l1_cr,_1_na_riﬁme .
features'in the KIG isillegal. Such
actions are a ‘cleat violation of .

Philippine sovereignty, sovereign
rights and jurisdiction; as defined
undey intetnational law including
the 1982 Ugited Nations Conven-

tion on the Law of ‘the Sea,” the _

DPA said, - .
. “Such actions when tiot repudi-
ated by the Chinese: government
are deemed to have been adopted
by it,” it added, .

The DFA said the countey has
consistently manifested its position
on the Pag-asa Islands and on the
KIG, and its objections or concetns
over “illegal, tension-raising or coer-

cive activities,” through diplomiatic

actions, including notes verbale and
in meetings with the Chinese side,
including ‘the Philippines-Chia
Bilateral Consultation Mechanisim,

“We call on concerned pattics to
desist from any action and activ-

| A'.i.lt're'c_)ht'_rm.f;lie_s the:ASEAN- ;
‘China Declaration on the Conduct
of Parties in the South Chitia- Sea |

" POC), asthese generate tension,

mistrust and uncertainty, and
threatensiwegional peace anid stabil-

“ity” it added,

‘The DFA said while ‘negotia-

South China Sea are ongoing, the

- Philippines reitetates its-calls “for
the Tull and-effective implementa-

‘tion 6f ‘the DOC”
... “We canot emphasize enough
the imperative to build and pro- .

imote miitwal trust and confidence,

~to exercise self-restraint in the
- conduct of activities; and to avoid

actions that may furthes complicate
the sitvation and undermine peace,

- secutity and stability in the region,”

the DFA further said:
Itstressed that a joint statement
issued by the Philippines and
China during last. year’s state visit
of President Xi Jinping includes

‘an agreement to exercise self

restraint with respect to activides
in the South China Sea that would
complicate o escatate disputes and
affect peace and stability, -

“We call on the Chinese govern-
ment to'adli¢ee to this consensus

- teached at the highest levels, down
. to its agencies and its military,” the

DFA daid. ~ With Reuters
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. ne-Philipp
occupxed Pagmasa Island m the Wcst Ph1 1pp1ne Sea

: “The Pag-asa Islands are palt of the 1t haq sovelelgnty, sovere]gn ugins anc[ _ -
Kalayaan Isltand Group, which is'anit- - furiscliction,” the DFAgaid ing statemient. Ahcad 01-‘ the 16[case of the statement,
'-teg;al part of the. Plullppmc.s over whlch “sent to thc medm Thulsday at‘temoon R R TR R Nextpage



DFA... :

' 'served that the Chinese vesée]ir have of the 1987
beent present in large numbers fer g~ 2
__-_tamed and recurring ‘periods. -

“The DFA said thes¢ “swarmmg” fac- 5

tics raise: questlo_ns aboutitheit intent ag."

well-ag “concerns.over their role in.sup- - showi

portof coercive objectives,”

.- Tn its -statement, the DFA. asserted.

--that the presence. of Chinese _‘_(essels: _
“whether. ‘military, .
.r-,_-gat:ons under a forezgn loan contract or

within - the - KIG,

fls]nng or other vessels,” will continue
to. b the-subject of epproprlate actlon;

by the: Philippines;

- Philippine’ Ambasshdor to Chma Jose ',
Santlago Sta. Romana on Thirsday con- .1

ﬁrmed that the ccuntry ralsed_'.-_th

pine- Chme bilateral talks on the South:
China Sea held. in Manila:on April,2 10 -

* 3 he told the Phl]ippme News Agency
_in a text:-message.

- Meanwhile, leftist lawmakers asked"

the Supreme Court to sttike down as

' CIZY; €18 or ..t
" ber, w;ldhfe, flora and faung, ¢ nd otk
‘natural resources are owned-by the state,
“With the: exdéption.of agncultural lands,
-all ‘other. natural resources: shall.not be

of patrlmomal property for unpald:eblx-

alignated. The exploration,. development
and utlllzatmn of natural resources shalt

Z l_vessels must tranmt in a stralght contmu- '
ict: - ous-and expeditions | passage. These ves-
sels cannot stop, loiter or even zig-zag in
o ' .{and] outt:of the] terittorial: sea,” he said.
=-secur1ty for: unps.ld obhgations _tmder.' B
“this:loan.agreement. ‘Collateralization’. -

“The .Court’s most senior’ maglstrate

also insisted that the count'y ‘should |
-also. protest Chiria’s seizure. of Sanday

Cay and'two othet sandbars. .

- “Sandy Cay, 2 high-tide sandbar, and |
-‘two nearby low=tide sandbars, are less . |
-  than two nautical miles’ from Pagasa. |
._ These sandbars emerged within-our 12,

naut' 2l mrle terrltonal den in Pagasa i

‘“emerges within ‘our

e,

, ‘Sea s also our-territory. That
- g well recogmzed under 1ntematmna1:
“law,” he:said. : s
Sandy Cay was selzed by Chma two .
years ago. However,no protest was filed -
. by the Philippines despite its premlse
that it w:II do 0. With PNA




tegral part of -thi

'three-year—olcl. adrnint
_,Presment Duterte; -

Pag-asa’ and -othér maritim
tures in the KIG is ilegal; i€
“tions are a-clear violatiof-of Philip- - €

lipp
WhtCh it:has ovejrelgnty, savereign

“Accordmgly, Ahe pfe _
- essels near an arpund

uch ac:

ping’ sovereignty, sovéreign rights; - have' b
and ]ljl ssd:ct!on, a3 deﬁned under . 'Mahasi




THE I’hlhppmes yester«_'
. daybranded as “illegal”

./ the recent presence. of
hundreds of Chinese - i

. ships near a disputed

" island in the South.Chi-
" na Sea — a rare public

rebuke. -of. Beijing by
Manila,
backed off their once

’ fenseterritorialstandoff.

- Control over the South
China. Sea is a poitit of
‘tegional contention be-.
causetrllhoneofdollarsof

. geods passthroughi __
_ Michpeétrolenmyeservesare
“thoughit tos

.which hag

- Unider President,

*rigo-Duterte,’ Towever;: - gaid. -
- Manﬂahaslargelysetasxd
~ifs previotsly- confronta- -
tional stance on;Chinals 7 ¢
 claime in favor of seeking
. haclemdmveshnentfrom -

Beqmg

Pag-asa, also cailed-_{ :
Tiululsland igheld bythe .
lullppmes,butmthefn_‘st-" “govereigl

: ,1511Eegal *
of Foreign: Affalrs (DFA).

eﬁpbmeath . iy

nese vessels riear : ‘and

said in-a statement.”
BT, 'achonsareactear

3_v1olatmﬂ ¥ Pluhppme

it aclded

'-._'amd the: “swatming tac-:

- ”The presence of Chl— )

ised: questlons"
“the ships’ intent,

- which erifics have specu-

Tated is.an‘effortio pres-

-stirerthe Philippines over.
. infrastuctire work- it s
« “doing thiere.” ‘

“Syich “actions,. when ‘

- notrepudiated by theChi-

nese govemment, a1e
deemed to. have been

wadopted by it,” the state-.

mentadded. AFPV



-~ $62-million loan agreement with"Chinafor 't
' rigation pump project in the Cordlillera region.
“Ina 67-page petition, the lawmakéts said the.ag
 provisions that violate the 1987 Constitution.
- Among thealleged unconstitutional provisions are the confi-
dentiality clause, choice of Chinese arbittation tribunal, and the
mutity-over pattitonial assets, .

LAWMAKERS beélonging to
* day asked' the Supretiie €o

waiver of sovereignim

- 'The petitioners said the assailed provisions “open the ?c_,s.sibili’fy
for Chinia to acquite pattimonial properties i the Phillppines.

It will be recalled that Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice
Ao ihat China could seize gas and oil yeserves ™ -
at the Reed Banik if the country is unable to pay its loan for the
Chico River project: He cited a provision in the loan agreement -

Astonio Catpic Wathed

.. BY ASHZEL HAGHERO - -
“the leftist Mikabiyan bloc yestet-
r._)"iétrikef'douin'.—thg’:fgéi{iijr"-nment’s i
th*China’for the. Chico River ie- |

reement containg -

...........................

..........

Sec SCASKED 2 Page'BZ‘ '

SC ASKED
wherein Manila waived its immu-
nity to patrimonial assets and assets
dedicated to commercial use,

Reed Bank is within the coun-
try’s 200-mile exclusive economic
zone, according o a5 2016 ruling
issued by the Netherlands-based
Permanent Court of Arbitration

which invalidated China’s massive °

claims in the South China Sea.
China though refused to honor
the atbitral ruling, China and the
Philippines have competing claims
in the South China Sea together
with Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan, an
Vietnam. .

The petitioners are former-
Bayan Muna representative and
now senatorial candidate Neri Col-
menares, Baypan Muna Rep. Carlos
Zarate, Anakpawis Rep. Ariel Casi-
lao, Gabriel Reps, Emmy de Jesus
and Atlene Brosas, ACT Teachers
Reps. Antonio Tindo and Francisca
Castro, and Kabataan Rep. Sarah
Jane Elago,

Named respondents were Presi-
dent Duterte, Executive Secre-
tary Salvador Medialdea, Finance
Secretary Catlos Dominguez 111,
National Economic Development
Authority head Frnesto Pernia,
and Justice Secretary Menardo
Guevarra, '




..By Mario J. Mallari

’I‘here is-no. nee(I fm co‘ _gz_

Sea: (WPB), an opposmon senatm Sai
yesterday. - s
" Acgording to.

‘Franidin Drilon, the filing ofnatesvmbaié U
by the Dapairtment .of Pmengn Affairs.
(DFA) is: enough to:protect the counta ¥'s

interest ih the area. -

T believe that we should fﬂe apn otest-. . Philiy
and Secretary (Teodora) Tocsin (J.) said .
he has filed a protest, which is-important,:
because the continued assértion: of our
mghts over that te1rxt01y is:oritical to om__' :
) contmuous claim over: the Panatag Shoal »

Drilon said.

Asked' i f;heie isa need f01 Senate;_-;;

vessels in the dlsputed West, Plllllppln '

b "'i.the 'Ph ppmes"' Instituté fm Mamtnﬁe

='4th B:latelal Ccnsultatmn Moelianism -
i Mamla ol 2 :3. April as venue for the

G5 hina: to-find “frlendly”
ways to_ addless the 1ecent developments

théﬁ bllateral 1elaticms should sewe

- the interests of the Filipino-and Chinese
_peoples and contribute to:peace; stabilify, -

angd: development in the: 1egion " the DFA

Meanwhﬂe a 'pohf.ma} 'a,nalyst.
o_n Thursday cautloned Philippine
government forces not to provoke

“Chinese.maritime ilitia, sighted around

ag-05a: Island Saying: Bemng A
thig asmstxfication 0! 1uten31fy re

Affairs.and. Law of. the. Ses. divector Jay -

: ,Batongbacal noted that while the Chinese
‘vessels:are, nelther Navy nor Coast Guard:
ships: their cr aw. could be armed with

-peérsonal weapons and some may even
have gombat, training, - i
“We should never be’ provoked mtn”

2 ,‘:ta,kmg aggresswe actmns ih these-
: vessels, Hrut: exposing, them and then -

trying. diplomatzc channelsto get-them

'ﬁo back: off and eventually. get out of
theareais another thing,” Batongbacal'

said, 4 With Elmer N. Manuel
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MALACANANG onTuesdaysaid ..
- an _in‘dépe’nﬁd&n_tboﬂy'shbﬁld:coh-': g
. “‘duct & study to.confitm whether.
thereis indeed “destruction ofthe
enyvironment” die to China’s.
bulldupiivthe West PhilippineSea.

orSouth ChinaSea. "+ .

. Presidential Spoke’speréoﬁ_&féii_ “Marc

vador Panelo_made thiis remark

-'despit_ethe201'6ru1ingoﬁ,the}-l_agt_ie- .
‘based’ Permanent- Court Arbitta-~
‘tioh (PCA) ruling which détailed
} environmental damage caused’by .
) Chineseland-reclamationiactivities. S
(I 1think mas maganda kung (it’s.
- better if an) indeperident body ang .
. pumingin doon {cohducts a study. -
‘ ‘there),”_'l_"‘anelo_saidinaPalacebrief{. -
| in C

" Ciyotr have to have a scientific

. finiding for-that,” he added.
His statement came:a ‘day after -
i ‘Chinese Ambassador Zhao. Jian-_

huadescribed:the/casé filed by two.
 former Philippine government of-
. fcialsagainst Chinese President Xi

“March"13 this ¥ ing: Cnt
nese officials be held-accountable

for crimes-against humanity and

 damage to-environment over
‘na's activities in the disputed wa-

‘has 'c;la,riiﬁéd*thd’_c'hi's:a i
‘tion: hias ‘N, participation iz
saidactivity. - L
* The PCA ruling 1

buial found that China’s recent

largé-scale land reclamationss and:

seven features in the Spratlys Is-
land has caused:severe harmto the

coral reef -environment and that
: China\has__vi_bln'ted-its.:'obligatio_n;of

 fheconventiontopreserve andpro-"

A Mbreoverl, ‘he, said:the -_I_De_paﬁ- '
_ment of Foreign Affairs;(DFAYhas -

reads: '7"_'['1'1_.3_;7&1_ o

" construction of artificialiislands at -~ “Lal
kaya nandito because of you - pi-
" naalala ninyo eh (All the probleins’

gov-

‘ernment has the 'p'l':it'it)_r'i.-'to:-xﬁ_lﬁl_e» :
- ment its arbitration: win againgt.

hina before.the: United Nations’
(UN) General: Assembly. 7

ady filed.a diplomatic protest-
gaimstChina.

. Panelo;meéanwhile, blamed Del |
“Rosarlo-and the previous adminis-
tration for their inactionwhen Chi-
. na started reclamation activity in
. the South:ChinaSea.” '

©“Lahat. ng -:Préblema_-ﬂﬂ"u"?Y"’“-

we havenow ate pecause of you -

- youmade it worse),” Panelo ¢aid,

addressing Del Rosario: /,‘

r\



B L
\‘V" %

.,<

;‘l i y”rb,g Q fe ‘&}ﬁ% ?""@q ray e s
\.g April 2019 iy } ? éjgég; g wg?f Paget )m?mwm
e é @% % @ %afu;

THY .E Ti¥MY g!ﬁ»%?fi‘# HLWEFAFYH

CCAMP BANCASI Butuan City —An (IEDS); o

D undetermmed number of Cormunist New- .. 'sho

. *People’s Army Terrorists (CNs) were be-. b

. lieved killed-or wounded when a 20:minute. B idi
~fierce gun'battle erupted between: ‘govern:-.

- ment: forces and. commumst msurgents .o

- Southern Mindanao, . . i
st Lieutenant: Jhocell D Asrs, Civil teries,

i itary Opérations (CMO)’ officer of the ‘packsw:th ersonal belongmg o
i -7lstInfantry {Kaibigan). Battalllon (7lst 1B). mocks *'the 71st IB CMO: officer saj . te rist group that our’ ‘troops encoimtered
- saidtheiroperating unit also seized severall.-'-: -+ e clash: tookplac 9:45.:m.on'Sun=" " three days. ago,” the 7lst 1B commander

: warmatemals lowerrecewerlvnﬁ szle one- day, March 81, in SIth. ,asuran, Barangay Sﬂld o o o

Gl o'ane was 1ruured on the govemment'
r - . sidéwhile: several CN'I'S were belleved k!lled
wounded, -

CLtG liEsteveynE Ducusm, eommand i
~ing officerof the 71st-1B: conmended: the
-+ trogpsforthe relentless it sunt Operahons_ ’

- against thee NTS. - ?
T "We belleve: that they Are. sull the same .
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- Ingradio _inféMemRio said ﬂie‘agel_icys cwbe1;sémiiit'y.j
- nweauisalready lookinginto theincldent, noting they sive
- Inclosgcoordination with tho PA in.cormettion with th

hacking of its database,.

. "TheArtoy explained to us that they wers transferring
' -old files from a.third Internet serviee proyiderts theit own-
. webslte since January and that was where the breach was-
‘done;" Rio-explained. - . o
Apart frori:the DICT Ko said the National Privacy
Cormission (NPC) is-alo conducting & separate probe.
_oftheineident, . - '
" 'While the hacke

d data viore “old files,” Rio sald the

- need to pursue the irvestigation becanse there were personal.

* - "A group callitig thernselves Pinoy Lutz8ec.owned up

+ tothe hacking, clainitiig they managed to' comproiviise
" iniforenation on move or less 20,000:Ariy troops.
- L& Col; Ramon:Zagals; the Almy's spokesran,
- clavified the Army's website was.not really tiacked, - -
* He said:the hackers only gained aceess to-old and

-unolassifted data, partiowlarly the list of those whojolned: <
the Army’s.Scout Ranger Force from 1060-to. 2014 1, - -
- “What they leaked-were exposed dumped files from

an old database whicl were used by a third party

- 0£2018, he said: . @ . T
“According to Zagala, the Army's Network Enterpiise .

Internet service provider. Tt happezled_last.}?egembez‘ o

Technology Battalion is:likewi_se_=~prohing the incident-to "
co 0 Ay EdcManuel.

. ufunask the-hackers, -

e Hickers only gairied accoss to ol and unclassified

A2,

Page: _ 1

0 garh & living. -
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tho IIu;,pong ng Pagbabago 'co" 'tlon,'

gabout the threats agamst his- hfe, the_.

Chief Exeoutive is $till bound by man-__
~t1atory SEOUrity protocols, Panelo said;
“Whether e likes it or -not, these

protocois are mandator:ly attached fo
“the position he-holds. It is the duty of .

“the PSG to: provide the highest Tevel

g0ad, . sgld L
de ,,._Joso ‘Friel Nigmbra; _deputy- -
f'PSG, earlier said the bul-
Iet-proof glass was needed as the venue-
- diing the Pres1dent’ fecent -engage- .
raent washeld in: anopenarea.

Defense

4 thredt to the l1fo of the‘
4 We always assume the ex-

“suming otherwise woufd be foolhardy,
recklcss, : and lrresponSIble " Loren—
- Zanasaid.

“The . P hppme Nat:onal Pohce, '
meanwhlle $aid-it ‘has yet to receive
“any validated nformation. on: threats.

to the life of the President. With PNA -

“of securlty protocols, which ‘includes- |

- puttmg up a hutlet-proof glass paneI'

-1f it deems necessary at a givon: situa-
tion; to keep the man holding the most.

powerful position in the country’ safe
he added.
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By.leannettel Andrada

@jlandracleIN Q _w;_y
Reactmg to- caHs for his resng-
nation over the recent «leaths

of 14 farmers in Negros. Orien-

tal, - Police 'Gen, Oscar Alba-
yalde on. Thursday dared his

critics to'apply the same: stan~-

dards on themsélves; .-

. “Let.me ‘express this: That ~
in the: name’ of deliquadeza:

(sic), which is obvmusly not
lamong ‘these "

moral virtues, they themselves -
shotild-have resigned long-ago-

_ ‘while_enjoylng the perks and
- privileges ~shouldered by ‘the

Filipino . people,” Albayalde:'

. saldinastatement,

The Makabayan bloc in the

_ House of Representatives on
‘Wednesday wcalled - for Alba-

yalde's' réimoval as chief of the

Philippine National Police 'over
the killings of 14 farmers;

‘The police claimed: that the

dead-were actually commmunist
_rebelgand supporters who vio-

- lently reslsted arrest and were‘

_klllecl i separate shootouts

Baseless call
- The call for his removal
ovei the: klllmgs was baseless,
Albayalde said,

1 swiftly ordered the ad-

ministrative relfef - of the
provincial director ‘of Negros
_ Onental Police Provincial Office

(Noppo) and three police chiefs.

in the province to' pave the way
[forja thorough‘mvestl_gatlon of
theincidents,"hesaid,
Relieved : were Police Col,
Raul Tacaca, diréctor of Noppo;
- Lt-Col. Patncxo Degay. chief of

“lawmakers’]. C:

- Catalma town police.

7 ity police: T
Roy Mamaraldo, chief.of Man-
Juyod: tawi police, and' Capt,
-Michael- Rubia; chief of Sta,

Sympathizers
Albayalde sald the calls for
‘his’ removal ‘was proof that
there: were. “sympath:zers who
.arein: power.{but are] support-
Ang the lefi Trovement.and

" its vain provision to dismantle

and overthrow a constltutmn-_; .

aIlyelecl:ed government,”
‘Onthe evening of March 30,

police with  search: ‘warrants

' 'separately réided the homes of

-the'1g farmerm%an antlcume

* operation

“Policé ‘¢claiméd they found_
- guns-and bitllets in the farm--
ers homes

I assure. fthe publlc] ‘that
this correspondmg 1nvest1ga- )
‘tion by the PNP Intemal Af-
fairs Service is deemed in the
ambit of fairness, trith and
‘justice whatever  resuits [ig)
.may divulge,” Albayalde said.

The investigation will deter-
- mine if there were lapses inpo-

"~ lice operating procedutes duering:

the operanons he added !NQ

LY
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BY VIGTOR REYE. ‘

,PNP Chlef Gen Oscar A}bqyaldcs
: ycstclday lashied back at lefe-lean- -

ing fawmakets calling for his ouster
over the alleged massacre of 14

farmets last Saturddy in-Negros
- Ordenital, saying they are support-

ing enemies of the state;.refet-

sing’ to Cotmminist Patty of the.

Philippines-New People’s Army.

Albayalde said the lawmakers,

ied by Anakpawis party Jist:Rep,

Atiel Casilao; should have resigned.
i longagointhe name of delicadeza.

“Let me expxcas this’ th'lt in the

. viously net in‘their motal vittues,
“sthey should:be the ones who have
 long since tesigned while enjoying

the perks and privileges:shoul-
dered by the Filipinio people,” smcl
-Albayalde.

- “We should vehementiy send

. our condemnation. against these
- people suppotting. the perccmed
" ‘enemies of thestate to gain power

themselves, ‘even sacrificing the
infiocent lives of young students

o attam their own pmpagand‘t

........................................................

" See ALBAYALDE » Page B3

ALBAYALDE
against out country and government,” sald-
Albayalde,

" Thelawmakets have asked President Duterte
to dismiss Albayalde from the service over the
massacre of the 14 farmets tagged by authori-
ties as NPA rebels,

They also filed separate resolutions rging
the House to conduct an investigation on the
incident, telease of 12 others aprested during
the operations, and a stop to Oplan Sauton

which they said calls for killings and persecution

_of peasants-and activists. .

Albayalde noted that he swiftly ordered the
relief of the Negros provincial police director
and the chicfs of police of Canlaon City and -
Manjuyod and Sta, Catalina towns “to pave
the way for a thorough investigation on thel
incidents,”

“T assure that this coriespondmg mvestlga-
tion by the PNP Internal Affaies Service is

- deemed in the ambit of fairness, truth, and

justice whatever resules may dlvulge " he said.

Albayalde said the i investigation is meant “to
determine if thete were lapses in this seties of
pohce operations launched by our local police
utlits.”
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: tiy'ﬁattalionwer ent to the baranga

to check: mformatmn,that menibers

of the NPA's Larangan'1, Komltengﬁi:

Probmsya 1wereinthe area;

The fighting lasted for about five; _gend

mmutes ‘after which thé'rebel
“ad wath thear woutnded. eomrades

The government troops recovered: '_
an M16 rifle with live: rournds, two -

cellular phones and two backpacks
contammg pelsonal belongings L

lem ina’ peaceful manner-
ve a1'e reaching out to. the -
ing. membeps of the rebels

to surrender’ and give up ‘the violent

armed. struggle,” ‘said Maj 'Gen. -
Fernando T ‘ll'nldad the task foree

. .commander 5 RO
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CRIMINAL
gional Thal Court in Albay,
“No bail was recommended for:
the accused,” he added.
Also indicted for the same of-
fense were Christopher Naval,

-Bmmanuel Roselte Andes, Jaywin .

‘Babot, Henry ‘Tyson and Rolando
Arimado: Fadullon said Danilo

THE Justice Departr'ﬁenf j}es’tcrdny

filed ctiminal cases againist Datags,

Albay mayor Carlwyn Baldo. sver
‘the killing of -Ako BICOL, party-
list Rep. Rodel Batocabe and his
security escort last Deceiber,”

“He was indicted on two coungs Lo

Muelfa was indicted as an accom-

plice to the crime, -
Baldo was tagged by the six

suspects and a witness as the

~astermind in the Decernber 22

killing of Batocabe and his escott,
SPO2 Rolando Diaz, during a gifi-
giving sortie in a barangay in the
municipality. _

Tyson, one of the alleged gun-

- of ‘murder’and six cousits of at.’

tempted aiutder: Tt was filed thig
motning,” Acting Prosecutor
General Richard Anthony Fadul-
lon said in a phone interview, -
Fadullon sqid the charges wete

men, claimed that Baldo ordered
him to kill Batocabe fot P5 million,
adding the local chief executive,
along with Muella and Naval, be-
gan planning the assassination in
August lagt year,

Baldo denied Tyson's claim,

. The police said Naval, Muelia

and Babor ate fotmer Axmy sol-
diets, while Atimado and Tyson

are formet members of the New
Peaple’s Aemy. - —
Police arrested Baldo last Janu-
aty 22 while implementing a search
wattant in bis residence where they
seized several unlicensed firearms.
Last Januaty, the DOJ placed
Baldo and the other tespondents
under the immigration lookout -
bulletits ordet.
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"THE Phlhppmes ﬂagged terrorlsts

' 'curlty authorltles of Asi

jf'fmst-mf' liated: front o

'ArmedForces of the P! npp
‘ 1-Ch1ef of Staff for Civil Mlhtary Opera— E
“ tions, in his speech at the: Mﬂlpul Asia-
- Pacific 2019 Conferénce in Singapore -
" on Thursday;. warned ' that the Com--
munist Party of the. Phihppmes and'its’ _conduct international solidarity mis- _
.. sions wherg they pubhsh inagcurate

o -reports to portray atyrant and oppres-
‘Phi

' -condtict: teirorist activiti

global funding schemies to;igomeland
% Paplf'

Major General Anto

armed-units; are:masking’ themselves as

" humanitarian non-govemment?._orgam- .
" zations to 'ecure funds-.,fmm tarng--

fhen sed to_ forelgn institutions clmmmg:-that they

: ol d. CPP has ._jf ‘will be used for projects-to solve:the
.already established an- international
~network, ‘named the: International De- - |
_partment; comprlsed of some 252 mem-

e said -the : 50-year:

ber-ofganizations based in 39 countries:

Page: _AJZ

roup . established. 16 . chapters. -
he-ImtematIonal League

mg, and because of
_nter_natmna! fund— '

“KARAPATAN, -
3 _x'ucm?r Peoples Lawyers -

3 among others.

Parlade” said - these orgamzatmns

ine :gnvernment At the
i fijnds: fiom

fabricated issues, but will rather be :
‘used tofund. terronst actlvxtles : '
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" He made the statement amid the calls

tokhang”

. viotims were leaders: an
- the different local organi
” gros:Oriental,” R

......

ch, statqment

y resignation over the incident;

. The lawmakers condemned the kill~
ing for-an - mdependent mvesugatlon

~ and'would not accept the'investigations :
-conducted by, the National Pohce s In- |
'temal Affairs’ Servme orIAS,

ing that. they descnbed s “palmcal o

“Casilao sal'c'l Anakpawxs was out—.
raged overthe incident, addmg that the :

_Casilao satd the mcldent could_be tha

- implementation- of :Memorandum: 32
.that he ‘described as a: type: of martial-

law, an.open crackdown on legitimate.
organizations that the police had tagged

~ag communist fronts,

' Hé said thevictims, who were. cl-"-_._

“yilians. and members of active or-
ganizations and local organizations

;_ of peasants, “Became the sacrnflcnal ~With PNA M

lamb'of the police counter-msurgen-
' .icy opetations.” .

-Casgilao -said Makabayan was: cal[-

" He did not say-how his group would. .

Jg-. - react.should the Natjonial Police’s JAS

find the. pohcemen 1mphcated in the 1

killing guilty; -

“This. will lead to a whltewash only '

~We know: the script; Casilao said:

=:He said they were: collating the tes-
tnmomes of the survivors and the vic-
tims’ families which would form part in
the case buildup against the policemen. |

" Tinio alsocalled onithe House totake: " |

action on the killing of the 14 farmers |
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Time- (OTB1) sa Negros

Qrigittal noong uakahpas-

nalinggo. .

.-« Ayon kay: Albayalde,_
s hahp nasiyaang pag-
- bitiwin sa‘puwesto-ay.
Aang m%ﬂ militanteng . try

atas ang ddpat .

niamba
magpaklta ng de 1cadcza

Bmuweiﬁhan at hi- . -_.p
- natmon nj Philippine:Na- -k
“tional Police (PNP) Chief -
- Potice Genggal Oscar Al-
bayalde namiag-resignang
-mga‘nititanteng marba.
hatas:na pmatblbztlw siya. .
- sa puwesto
- isyn-ng pagkamatay.ng
i katago Eﬁ ne TimeBig..

‘rebeldeng-Ne

.Arm (INPA: ‘
%Ve.?'_s‘h_ou_ : snisery

'-'h'ientIy send: ng: OTBTsa Canlaon City -

angnay ng-

-the stiie to gain-power
-Aliemselves; even. sactix
- ficing the inndcent lives
-of ‘young stndents io

:"Pﬂhﬂyag ni Albayaide; -~
B “Let me- express this f.

IMEE: SUPPOI

Emaging samgabayadng
g Manjuyod-at Sta: Cataling
) f. o kagnay ng-pag-iingatng.
PNPChief :miga atmas: at eksplogibo,’
: bilai q/ng lnp'islang na:14: New
gon sapinaivaganng ings’ ) People’s. Army (NPA) e~
paitylisy wpleeel at:ves bel noong Marso 30 ng
-.;taong ifo, oy C’antm-- '

nation agai
people suppo
perceived: eneiies of

attati their own.prop
ganda againstoure
-and govemment




= mas‘ahng Pohce Stan O
. MAatapos. ne paghabarilin-

! Hapoi;
ng-sampungkalala ' ong gl
han ina hinilimalang 1 mga. 4 00 ug hapon “napg

1 umnplt §a.bik-
na:at spka ito pinpg- -
1bari] o.geHaﬂm' -
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Police, military looking at extortion try behind explosion at Isulan resto

By Edwin ©. Fernandez,
Ovlande Binoy

and Bong Sarmiento
@inqmindanao

ISULAN, SULTAN KUDARAT—
Shrapnel recovered from the
site of the blast that wounded
18 people here on Wednesday
bore the “signature” of the
Islamic  State-linked Bang-
samoro Islamic Freedom Fight-
ers (BITF), according to police
and military officials.

Police Maj. Ronnie Dardo,
spokesperson for the Sulitan
Kudarat provincial police, on
Thursday said the improvised
explosive device (IED) was sim-
Har to those used by BIFF in re-
cent attacks in the région. ]

Bomb experts said the
bomb was fashioned from
higitly combustible black pow-
der placed inside a plastic jar
rigged with broken nails and
metal sheets. It was detonated
using a mobile phone.

Among the victims of the
blast at Carlito's Chicken House
were six children and a preg-
nant mother,

Protection money

Dardo said police were
looking at extortion as a motive
based on text messages re-
ceived by the restaurant owner
from unknown senders who
demanded P50,000 as monthly
protection money.

Isulan Mayor Marites Pal-
lasigue believed the bombing
was not an act of terrorism. “I
am convinced that it was moti-
vated by extortion,” she told

BLAST SITE Investigators é:ordon off an area fronting the

restaurant hit by a blast in tsulan, as they mark spots where debris
and shrapnel are found. —~PHOTO COURTESY OF 6TH INFANTRY DIVISION

 reporters on Thursday.

Police Lt. Col. Junny Buena-
cosa, Isulan police chief, said
the restaurant management
did not inform the police about
the text mnessages.

Diversionary tactic

In Manila, Malacafiang de-
plored the bombing as it ap-
pealed to the public not to let
down their guard and watch
out for any unusual behavior to
thwart similar incidents,

“While we commit to bring
the perpetrators to justice, we
also continue to advise the pub-
lic to remain vigilant in their
surreundings and not to be hes-
itant in reporting any unusual
behavior that they may observe
to propet authorities,” said pre-
sidential spokesperson Salva-
dor Panela,

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Army’s 6th
Infantry Division, said there
were indications that BIFF was

2!
e

involved and that the attack
could be a “diversionary tactic.”

Retaliatory attacks

Sobejana said the military
was expecting retaliatory at-
tacks from the BIFF after sever-
al of its members were killed
during military operations in
Maguindanao.

Abu Toraife's group, the
most rabid among the three
BIFF factions, was blamed for
the series of bomb attacks in
Cotabato, Maguindanac and

-Sultan Kudarat, including the

twin bombings in August and
September last year.

Toraife’s brother, named
Ali, one of the students in homb
making of the shin Malaysian
terrorist Zulkifli bin Hir, also
lnown as Marwan, was killed in
clashes with military forces in

 Shariff Saidona Mustapha on
Wednesday, about nine hours-

before the Isulanhombing.
Military officials said it was

possible that the group bombed
the restaurant to avenge the
death of Al

Pallasigue said a security
camera footage showed a man
buying roasted chicken in an es-
tablishment in front of Carlito’s
Chicken House. He was seen
leaving a package behind, which
exploded soon after he left.

Security lapses

The mayor was puzzled
how the bomb could have en-
tered the city despite the tight
-security and the many police
checkpoints.

Pallasigue said the restau-
rant owner received another
call on Thursday morning,
warning of more homb attacks
if the owner would not pay pro-
tection money.

The military and the police
in Sultan Kudarat have inten-
sified security operations to
get the culprits.and thwart
similar attacks.

Police Col. Bernard Banac,
PNP spokesperson, said the
Special Investigating Task
Group GCarlito, apart from
working to identify and arrest
the bombers, was looking into
security lapses that enabled
the attack.

Erian Deluvig, Commission
on Human Rights (CHR) acting
regional director, urged au-
thorities to atrest the bomber,

_He said the suspect would not

receive "any amount of sympa-
thy, much less, a legal succor
from the CHR.” —~wivH reponTs
FROM JULIE M, AURELIO AND JEAN-
NETTEL ANDRADE INQ
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the iED ihat 'exploded Jait year mi

? Isulan over which AbuToraifeand
| his group were charged,"he added.
1 - In an interview with reporters,

Rasco ‘said the owner of the
i| - restaurant had been receiving text
messages demandmg money flom _

the latter,

“[The owner| received two text _
messages last weel, then after the

Mmdanaes busmess commumty_ .
and to averige the deaths of 21

~ bomnb. ‘makers, among them a.
foreigner, i Abu Toraife’s group:

during 2'series of clashes with
soldiers in nearby towns alongthe
Liguasan Marsh last- months

He added that the attack was -
perpetrated by followers of Esinael -
Abdulmalik alias Abu Toraife, -

M. alacanang
<Thiirsday denounced- the recent
explosion as it vowed ”to bring the

also on

perpetrators to justice.”

“Ina statement, Palacespokesman '
Salvader Panelo sald investigation

was.ongoing. -

 According to-the PNP, he add-
ed, “extortion was behind this
dastardly act.”

Page:

to Meanwhﬂe, Ma]m Arvin-

B Encmas, Gthj:lD spokesman,

: iy Mec] am “Also-on I’hursday, troops Adlled

'_ - UAlLAbA lmal’zk 4 brother of

. Abu Turaife, in ﬁerce ﬁghtmg in":
_hat 1he Exploswe_

:spnsal (EOD) ’i‘eam .

. Divisiontroops engaged i aheavy
- 'ﬁmﬁght against the BIVFin _guasan

of Al Abdllmalik, brother of Abu
.. Tutaifei, cormmander of Dawlah
" Istamiya,” _Sobe;ana saxd ina

AR

he Palace deplores yesterday

alternoon’s ‘explosion in: Isulan,
six_“Sultan Kudatat, which woanded -
- T3coTes ‘of mdw_lduals who are

adwse the_'{
zgllaut inctheirs
it be hemtant i

may" observe to proper

: cy
: authormes, he added

".__Turalfefbrother k|!led

nguasan Maish. ‘
“Barly this mommg, Gth nfarmy

statement o
- He did not say: if. there were

militaty casualties in the fighting,

but ‘the BIFF owned up to the

- motorcycle.bombing: also in
“Tsulan on Aug. 28, 2018 that
" left two dead and -at least 35

wounded. WITH-REPORTS .
. FROM ALJACINTO
. AND-CATHERINE .S: VALVE_NTE '
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" explo
~ whick wounded-_scores of indivituals
who -ate cunenﬂy recewmg medlcal

treatment 2 s :

O Wednesday ﬁemoon, au unpmn
. vised expiosive device went off in front
of - Carlito’s :Chicken restaurant ‘along;

ABmangay Kalawag, 2 in-Tsulan’ town,

' leavmg several: people, mcludmg sixmi- -
nors and:a pregnant womai, wounided. . :
‘TsulanMayor Maritess Palla31gue gaid
tha_t heroffice did not receive any threat
prior 1o the blast, admitting that'she had
“no idea what the-purpose of. the-incident
. Was as the town: is known 852, ‘peaccfui
place :
' Panelo said: that the poltce is lookmg ;
2 - -at exftortion as the possible motive be
hind the “dastardly act.”
“This-was:the third expiosmns whlch
- oceited-this year ini the third year of the
imposition of the’ marnal law m Mmd— _
ango, : :
In January, twin exploswns near a Ro«
man Catholic Churchi-in Jolo, Sulukilled

21 people and wounded 100 cthers. A
bomb also went off inside a mosquc in
Zamboanga City, kxllmg two and. i ll'l]\!l."-

ing four others,

The Palace is-calling on the pubhc to
_remain vigilant and to report to the au-
thiorities any: suspicious hehavior.

- “While we-commit to bring the per-
“nelrators to justice; we: also continue to
“advise-the public to. remain vigilant‘in |

~ thelt sunoundmgs and.not to te hesitant
i1 reporting any unusual behavior that
they may 0bSCl ve to pmper authormeb

: -----Panelo gaid:
E
[




- 'extremlst group:based in: Central-Mindanao, a
- thé imative behind the: -hombing.of a restauran
- I Tstian; Sultan Kudarat lagt: ~Wednesday..

* Flghters, a breakawayi%cﬂon of the Moro Is!amlcf -
" Liberation Front, i

Po!lce are Iookmg at the fortion: d g s, . -
Thellmprovised: explosivedevfce Was, mslde a
hich:was,abandoned at the restatirant.
: walter thought that. the ‘marr. acadentaﬁy~
-Police Brig: Gen. EliseoiRaisco; director: of theL - left the ba :tﬁen gave It back to the man;
Central Mindanao police; sald: they ‘have idéntified :
at least onie person: responsible for the| bombmg:"
who is identified with-the Dawlah Islariityah; “ -
‘The group is réportedly. headed: by a-certain .
Abu Toralfe, Most of the members:of e group: it
are from the’ Bangsamora Tslamic Freedom

BOWas abandoned heat: the compressor "
n'aimonditioner outsrde tha restaurantwhere.
fe

d the blast Injured 18- persons
The gxplqsnon would fiave a deadry ifpact if
inside the: restaurant pollce sald
"W are now. prepanng charges agamst hl 1 _.{Aaron Recuenco) =
‘and- his. other. accompllces g sald Rasco |n.-'a‘, Sol
“phonednterview; - .
The'bomb tolrier remarns at large and is now

" "being hunted-down by the police based in the'
" description of the witriesses and: the dlosed c1rcwt
_ camera television footage,.

A wegk before the expiosmn at Catlito’s
Chicken Haus, ‘Rasco said the- owner-of the
establlshment received an extortion dernand”




THE Police Regional Of-
fice- 12- headed by Brig.

" Gen. Eliseo Rasco yes-
“terday blanmied ona group
‘of ‘extortionists - the

bombing of a restatirant-
dncIsulan; Sultan Kudar: -

at which left 18 civiliais

wounded on Wednesday.

afternoon. ) )

. "We condemn.in the
* strongest posgsible ferm
the bombing of the Carli-
to’s Chicken Hoiigsewhich

took ‘place at about 3:15-
pan. last Wednesday in -

the minicipality of Isi-

laty, Stltan Kudarat. Right

now, we believe that the

_motive behind this inci-- attire,
portsandstatemientof the
‘owner, we believe it was

dentisextortion,said the
PRO1Z director.

Rasco said that seven
of the 18 victims were clis-
charged from the hospi-
tal a(%erundergoin‘g treat-

ment while 11 are still-

under confinement.

“We are looking at a

group called Dawiah Ts-

Aprit 2019

lamiyah Tefror 'Group:
- {DITG) s the suspects:

‘behind ‘the ‘bombing, -

‘Right now, we believe it

‘was-a'bombing wiggered

-by the failure of the res-

taurant ownertoheed the

.Last week, the gwner
of the restautrant teceived

several text messages.

group’s extortion de- .
miand,” the official said..

from a. group which in- -

- roduced: themselves as:
Al Irhab” demanding
thatthey begiven money.

oi-they will target the es-

. tablishment, .
"Based onr the Gomb.
signature; intelligence re- .- :
. Hon'of the case and the

the handiwork of the
DITG,” Rasco said. ’
The same group engaged

“dn“extortion has beén

blired: for .a number of

" terrorbombings in Mind-

ango as well .as some

foiled attempts to bomb .

. es-in the:aftermatfi-ol

[doft targd
- malls a
" The official saidall ¢fforts
ate Eim'deitwa?mte clentify
“and -airest .thi

wdm
region ii'the pa

‘ & suspdels
whio planted. the power-
ful impiovised:explosive

-device.at the restaurant, -

Policeand military troops.
have also-tightened their-

-sectivity meastires in Jsu-

lan-and the fearbj-mu-

/nicipalities and’ provinc: -

f the’

- explosion: "o

"Rageo-ordered: the:
‘greation:of Special Tnves-
tigation Task:Group Cai-
lito:to Tead the investiga-

huntfor-the:bombers. He

-also advised theé publicto

remain extra=vigilantand

" be mindful’ of unattend- |

ed belongirigs in
area. .

[_ ey
“Please immediately re-

. port suspicious persons -

and unattended bagsand .

TR T

wges to ‘the nearest .
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“The: mnhtaw éaid ‘ong of | those wound- '

' ‘ed was a nephew: of .another fertorist
- Jeader. belongmg 1o a separate rad:cai

| group. <
.- Major Gen. lelto Sobejana, com-
| mandex of the Army’s 6th Infantry. Divi-
‘sion identified: the slain tertorists'as Al
Abdul Malik, brother of BIFF leader

' C:tmg mte]hgence reports Sobe_;ana
 identified two-of the wounded terrorists. -
as Hairudin Abubakar.and.a certain Mp- -
ranao, all members of the Bungos, group, .
. aseparate faction of the BIFF. = -

‘The killmg of the- four. BIFF mer-
bers came after security forces lamnched. .
seatchiand destroy operations:against ter-
rorists operating in the outskirts of Magri-
indanao, particitlarly-in Datu Unsay téwn.

“While ‘searching for the terrorists’
Jair, groutid traops launched indirect fire
which ‘it -the supposed hicleout of Ali
Abdul Malik, tuggermg afierce firefight.

“After-a lull- in the fighting, ground
troops conducted ' clearing operations,
which led to the recovery of war-ma-
teriel, including Improvised Explosive
Devices, -

- Hours later, the BIFE Bungos faction

| tried to reinforce their comrades under
- the ‘Toraype: group, friggering: renewed
ﬁreﬁght which led to:the deaths of the
terronsts ' '

»7
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“Patuloy ang'pagtugis

- ng:tropa-pginilitar Taban:
;sanalalabipang giipong
. -BIFEngsomisivasa peace
. andiorder siy Cential:Min-

S.e-. 12/

dando. ~fay Canto

oy

: 15ad-0g operasyon
. angiropang mgasundalo- -
~matapos ang nahgyating
‘pagpapasabog.sa. Carli-.
tos: Restaurant:sa Isulan, =
" Syltan- Kidarat bandang
- dlas-3:135 ‘ng “hapon-na .
ikinasugatng 18:sibilyan,
¢ - “lt-was partof otr fo-
.- eused military operations, "
- wethoroughlyseatched ali
. of theirhideovits and that’s
* where:tlié brotlier of Kby -
¢, Tounife was taken-ont, We
- Blso carried indirect: fire -
- stipport,”ani Scbéjand; - -

Page:
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1 :throughjomt exercises n1992; , : ]
o its ‘basesih the: P}uhppmes, ; flict areas, w1th:theUS espeelally concerned that. 1t
: mgned aVisiting Forces. Agreement 111998, govern-:'  should remain free and open to-all shipping and air
| - ingithe condirct and protection of American troops. * travelunderthe princlple of freedom of navigation.
. visiting the Phlhppmes and of Phlhppme' troops - For a-while there was great hope that'the nuclear-
wsxtlng the US.: o threat from North. Korea was over; but the recent
Bahkatan has become the cornerstone of Ttrump mrmt in Hanoi; Vletnam, faﬂed 1o
reach any final peace: agreement :
in this atmosphet'e of uncertamty that ‘the .
alilkkatan Exercise wag lauhched last’ Monday-
hepast, it will serve-toupdate the participat-
_ litary. forces on. the latest in weaponry and
- _opei; ional praetlces :
.. Eyen:more lmportant 1t should serve to reas-
" sure our two nations that we continue to. share a
' . common.concern for security in our part of the .
18- sxde, said = world'and a resolve to strlve together'in the face :
he premiér military _of challenges :

"Agumaldo in: Qliezon Ci
‘McPhillips,-exer i
“Balikatan has bacome:-one-of

D
-5
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~  With the United
14 Nationg (UN) taking

~ These action on the charges

are always -~ raised by the Philippine

the exouses police, ‘as well as

made the military, where

by these foreign contributions -

. to non-government &

(Tbateg:round organizations (NGQ)

L{)mlﬂlE’S are allegedly spent %

since Bhell g0 other purposes, by

Jear the ensuring an independent

halt in LN jpvestigation,

and other  communists by now

Sforetgn must be running scared that the
| funds from  contributians for thelr criminal and

going to iltegal moves are about to dry up. .

ocal NGO The contributions, as claimed by -

that are the Philippine police and milifary, -

suspected of g o -.\EG‘O that are alleged .m.!}e :

‘b"fll{j Rod communist {ronts or communist

’ \ sympathizers at the very least.
sympathizers. " phiippine National Police (PXP)

chiet Police’ General Oscar

quoted in reports as
saying that even

Party of the
Philippines
{(CPP) founding chair

had enumerated its

the prohe,

There: qu:cklywem E
the aboveground Heds, ;
. “blagting what they calt.

-4 the red tagging of
i their group, and NGO
4 mentioned who spart

_what can be called the

; Teast, kiwwn and suspected

‘commie “sympathizers,” -
"+ 'The Council of People’s .

Deve]opment and .
“it’fs the President hiriself whe i vi
: beneﬁtmg from'the: na:cntlcs trag

Governance {CPDE) also

-slammed the government's |

- allegations.that NGO funds:
-are.being used. to suppurt -
.- voters in 2016 dnd to ‘impress the
‘Former lead convenor of ]
the ‘National Anti-Poverty
Comimission and currentiy

communist rebels,

CPDG spokeswoman Liza

“Yepmmuinist fronts” dos

naot make for a healthy :

demacratic s ace,
“she said:

R
je

FBDNTLINE

the Ninez Cacho Ohvares

Albayalde was earlier

Communist

Jose Maria Sison himself

allied ‘organizations -
4n ‘an ‘old video .
} posted on Youtube ¢

in 2009, That should
be evidence enough.
for the UN &0 st.m'.--'

“the figure that was quickly claimed part
“by the commies, togéther with

_exagrerated further ta-some’ 20
. & klihngs fhat are false figures
i “red fronts,” or,. at the very -
'_chdlrman Jose;;Maria: Sison has "

5

‘Maza Wdtled that tagging:-" war-on drugs latmched

snme ‘erganizations as -

'rPn!ltmal znd
economic. interasts
wish to veer attention
away from legitimate .
cancerns on rights =
violations -and
development problems

Maza, who. used to be
% President Duterte’s
chief of the poverty
project of the Duterte
administration, along
with three other:s
Rnown aboveground cominies, -
" ®That is why they are'
‘orchestratmg allegations that '
‘communists have -infiltrated'

_the United Nations, that rights i
“defenders have. supposedly,
been projectmg false news h

internationally,” she ndded
It Jean n.o t

W ;bp ‘denied ‘that

 Maza these Red fronts -
.mustbe . composed mainly
conreniently of aboveground ©-
Sorgetting commies - have
that some been spreading. As
af these Maza says “false
aboveground news proliferate

commiies are

members of

the House of -have -done 59,

-Representatives such as"mflatm
i

‘on. Rapplers orlime repurtmg 0
EJK placing it at 12, 000 2 few weeks
after the drug war started, Thls is

in ‘the country,” said

internationally,
~because they -

Limiting democratl pacef

appeared as fake beeause he hag in
fact been openly protecting major
drug lords and smugglers, inciuding
.his own son Paolo’ Duterte; Peter
Lim, Michael Yang, :\Il.m Ltm and
“gthers.” - -

Sison was repmted a3 saymg that:
‘Duterse’s antinarcotics, campaign.
was-aimed at suppressing the

_eriminals “that rival the Duterte.

drug syndicate” and the objective

- of the release.of a“fake narco list"

“was done *to deflect. attention from
the real drug lordsand dmete{ht his
political opponents.™

vAnd these. are only few of sucil
unfnunded and unproved charges
r:z:sed by Sisar; and hig fellow Reds

In TN and: other’-formgn funds from
gomg to laca] NGO fhiat are suspected

the yellows, ‘which has now been

000

-More false news?:CPP: fuundmg

claimed that Presadent ‘Duterte’
war on drigs s “fake,’ claxmmg,
wrthnut any shred of evidence, that

Sison ‘sald the: Presuient used
the Jdrug ‘menace to° “decew b

beginnmg, the: so—cal!e

try and’ 'brmg down “the” Duterte;
government,

Page:

These Reds have always had
more democratic space lhan they
deserve to have,

I's time to wnmask these Teds
who have been coddled Lo tong
by the Duterte peace negoliators,
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' ._hackup water. supply (60 ,rm]hon ;

+ cifically; the Departmient of . Justice and the -
Office .of the Solmltor Generai are to do
~ thereview.

“Byen if i 1t [the loan] is executed, 1f 1t’
in violation of the Constitution, you cante-
seind-and strike it down, We?llask the court
to fescind it,” Presidential Spokesman Sal-
‘VcldOI' Panélo told a press conference, "

Htseemns to. me Ditterte’s contract’ re-

 wiew order is very. comprehenswe 1t
" couldinclude not just the Kaltwia Dam any
thie:Chico River loans--both' provided by
the Chinese, who Duterte said just want to
he fiiends with the Philippines. ‘Tt could:

 sionaires-—Matiila Water and Maynﬂad

Water, whose: confracts. mclude sovereign. - .

puarantees;: uplirnited " pass-on- costs . to
consumers, and. it secms, & ban on their -
payments. of pena.IUes for: non-dehvery of
contracfed water to'Consumers. .

Sanior Associate Jastice Antomo Cat~ -

- pio told the Integrated Bar-of the Philip-
pities #Hat in the: Chico River loan agrec-
ment, China can seize, to satisty any.
arbitral award in- favor of China, “patri-
mohialassets and assets dedicated to'com-
mercial use™ of the Plnhppme govern-
ment, incase of default.’

“Sch patimonial assets inglide 6il-

dﬂd»gas-nch Reed Bank in the West Phil- -

ippine Sea. According to Carpio, it will be
easy for the Chinese to get hold of them

‘becauge accardmg to {he loari agreement, -

(1} any arbitration wdl tie held in Beijing;
and (2) any court cases will have to be
-brought in- China, because- Chinese law-

will apply.
“The Chinese Ioans are onemus,

)

4 day) to Metro Manila when completed; 1
andithe Chico River loanagreement, Spé- " -

" inchide contracts of the { two walSt CONCes- .

- Some: quaﬂers' have dsnounced ]
tarms of the Chmese iqan for the Pl

520 years to pay (with sev- |
ce); tan':mtemt of 2 percent .

Financ eretary Carlos Dommgnez- :
T has d ouncedcritlcswhohesayshave'

“ The Fmance secretary
insists it is unlikely we
- would: default onour
Ioa_ns_.'\ n :

raised the false: ‘spectre of the Philippines -
:defanlting. on its concessional loans to
China have no faith in their-own country.

“Pears of the Philippines defaultmg on
any «of its loans, are unfounded, given that

fhe govemment hes never failed topay its

debts even during the worst of tlmu ;' the

. DOF chiefinsisted;

“The Ph:hppmes has never, never: de— .
fauited on-its Iqa_ns ‘The _Phlhppmas has
not done it ‘even in the. worst time and
the: worst tithe was riglit after Mamcs
Dominguez told reporters.

“He recalled fhat even when the Phil-
lppmes was cash-strapped, it never de-

-faulted on any of its loans, recalling that

the. country paid its obligations" on ‘the
$2.2-billion- Batase Nuclear Power Plant
project despiw lt  turrsing out tobe a“white
elephant.” -

“The Phll:ppmes has o, Iustory of de-
faultmg on its loans; So why are people
saying now that we will default? They |

‘have-no- faith -in the. Phlil;}pmes? Ldon’t.

know why people are saying ' There mlght '

4“ ‘ | Tumto.ls




Onerous...

: _FromM

beia default.’ That means 10 say; ;
people tiave no faithin their own counuy, o
" Dominguez sneered. ‘
- ‘The Finance chiefalso said there isno col
lateral involved:in the loans that the gov- =
emment has entered into with: ahy: country. - wi
He invited the publicto examine the terms ~-of the’
of all the loan aceords that the Ph Tt
. has signed with jts. developmen partners,: ~ries di
- which are available for viewing at '
- partment- of Fmanue We
:govph : L
‘ Meanwhﬂe, lawmakers hav
concems abouit the: Phlllppm ing ]
onifs loatis and China seizing the coun- ¢t

try’s public assets. Sénate Minority Leader - 1oy i country’s pr
- Franklin Drilon pomts uut “default will - 6 will accotint for45'percent, wh:le that of:

‘never happen.” - } borrowmg ccs L . Japan’s willbe twice as large at9 3 pereent :
Presidential Decree 1177 mandates thie .According to- Dommguez, no mﬁ‘a—f ofthe total debt. _

automatic- appropriatioiis. for debt servic- - structuré. prqect is funded through- QDA - B .

ing, which means the Philippines will al- wnthout going through a'Tigorous system_ .b_aznewms:a@gma:ic’am '

o ﬁnahcmg for the “Bulld,
w:ﬂ have beﬁn ac-

Ky



mERHE ‘annual. Balikatan exe
8 last -Monday. It is ‘the.3!

“and 3,500 Amarican:tioops
Force. i

" Five yedrs after the Philippines achieve

4,000:Phillppine
stralian-Defense :

<colonial “tule |

d indep

in 1946, the two countries.signed a:Mutual Defeni:
1985 to.enhance. the two nations* military orga 8 lations :thro i

"exercises. Tn'1992, the US closed:downits bases in‘the Philippines, “but he.two-countries.
slgried a Visliting Forces Agreefent ir: 19 - governing: the:conduct and protection:of
“Amefican-troops visiting:the Philippines  and of Philippine- troaps Visiting He s
- Ballkatan has become:the correrstone of Philir ne-American. T relations; with ;
Australia participating in the apnual.activ ‘sihce. 2014, This. yeat’s ‘exercise . incliides
" the-ustal land; amphibiolis wigtion, opetations; along with- humanitarian and
" clvic assistance activities — the building of classroom :and clinics; ‘Heaith-consultations,
" and holding of feeding programs forchildren, . -t e
" _At”the ‘opening ceremony Monday at Camp- uinaldo: i Quezan City,: Brig: Gen.
Chtistopher McPhillips; *exerclse director for-the US:side, -said . Balikatan-has become '
one of the premier’ military tralning ‘exercises in thé’ Pacific.and has, helped maintdin:
| vegional stability. The Philippine exercise director, - LL Gen, Gilbert ‘Gapay, - 5aid Ba-
fikatan ephances the abifity of the two militaties to meet any.crisis that may. threaten
! the security-of the natioh = 5 00T e R
- Inthe last md.ygars-,‘:_t_hrgatssg__,v-nati'o,'n‘alr;aﬂd;re‘g_iOnalﬁseeurity-':haye ‘come largely

" from:. Islamic. jihadist ef_fqtts;t_tiéstabfish‘-‘a'isauthea‘st_A?Siar].c'enter'for;-the 1515 (Islamic-
State of Irag:and Syria). Now that ISIS forces have:been forced out of Syria, -they might

“gtep up their efforts for.an TSIS caliphate in this-part.of the world, - e

The South China:Sea dlso has its. potential conflt ;

| , gas; with:the US especially con-
cernéd that It shoutd temain free-and open-to all shipping and: air travel under. the
principle of freedom of navigation. For a while there was great “hope that the niclear
threat from North Korea was over, but. the recent Trump-Kim:summit. in Hanot, Vietnam,
failed to:reach any final ‘peace agieement. .. =~ - ot oo )
It is'in this atmosphere of uncertainty that the 35th Ballkatan. Exercise was launched
fast Monday. As‘in the past,” it will-serve to update ‘the participating mifitary forces on
the latest in weaponry.and operational practices. - ° . A o I
" Even mote important, It should' serve to reassure . our two. nations that: we "ton-
tinue to share a common concern. for security in our part-of the world and-a.re
solve to stiive together ‘in the faceof challenges. R :

dr
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' Presidentlal-Spokesmar: anelg:samedla |
brlefing noong nakaraang Lunes:na nagsampana |
‘g diplomatic protest. Bakit kailangang magti--|-
“him-ang Malacafiahg:ukol:dito? Angisyu:nang pag-
-dagsa ng:mya barko'ng Chihaay hindl maliit nalsyu §
kaya hindi dapatmanahimik ang DFA. Dapat agad |-
sllang magsanipa ng kaso laban sa China. Hindi
porke at sinabl ni President Duterie na hindi siya‘] -
‘makikipag-away sa China ay:mananahimik'nalang, |-
‘Dapat magpakita ng pagiutol ang Piipinas se gina- |
gawang China, T T e e o
::Noong: Enero pa:ng kasalukuyang taon nama-
mataan ang mga.barko ng China'na umaaligid:sa |-
Pag-asa:lsland na sakop.tig: Pllipinas, At dumarami
nang dumaram! ang mgabarko roon. Noong Pebrero 1
-10; naitala-na 87 nabarko ng'China at noong Marso, § -
mayroon nang 600 barko: Noong-nakaraang linggo,
ayon-sa TV report, nadagdagan na‘naman atmay
kabuuang 617 na barko'ang China sa Pag-asa.” |
_ -Okey ha sana.ang mgasinabl ni Panelo na nag-
haln na raw.ng protesta at idinagdag pa ng Presi-
dential:Spokesman.na.hindi-papayag ang Pilipinas
nabasta-ltaboy ang mga mangingisdang Pinoy ng
Chinese vessels. Naiulat na hina-harass ngmga |
‘barko-ng.China:ang mga mangingisdang -P.lnoe( at |
pa

a_raj?a'w;ﬁar_:‘giSdaipLa_;a,pal_ig!d_;:n'g'fP'a' ~-asa. Sabl pa
? ainelo.ay:hindi raw: maaaring:itaboy sa sariling

~Talaga namang-hindl dapat Itaboy sapagkat.&
sakop:ng Pilipinag:ang islang iyon. Ito rin anglsa | -
samgadahilan kaya sinampahan ng.reklamo-ni.
Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosarlo |
-a!:‘daﬂﬂ?‘_Ombu.dsmanfcﬂnchlla Carplo Morales sa:|~
International Criminal Court (ICC) si Chinese Presi-.§.
dent Xi Jinping. Bukod.sa pagtatabioy, Inirereklamo |
rinnila angloans nitoea Pilipinas:na ang collateral |.
ay-ang minerals sa West Phillppine Sea, .- =
" Wala pang aasahang resulta dahil hindi pa naka#.-
‘kapagsampa-nig protesta-ang gobyerno. At habang
' usad-pagong sa pagsasampa, patuloy naman ang-
r’a'gdami ng mgabarkong China sa Pag-asaat walang’
. lbang kawawa kundi.ang myamangingisdang Pinoy
na doori-lamang umaasa ng lkabubuhay. - /,T

44
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mya:opisyal-at

abase sa Sing : ;

ja-permit-at dokumanto para

akalang galing China ang

quatalsbo.-- :Ayon sa-Phi-

ni a-.ma‘gaall_sr_ajn barko
\uthority. (PRA),

NADISKUBRE na ang 34 ria Chiriess

vate conslruction site ay nabigyan n
kahit bawal ito: Ayon sa Bureay
maging construction worker;:

bahay, karpintero,

;mga banyaga

| g -
(4] sa.k%rikgsan

Tl lsyun ‘iang'bhi.rtléség?‘vbdrké _ awanina: “port: 07 1
-ang -mga-Filipinong trabahador isang ' ng. ung:n ? Bakit ngayon lan
Ch?ngs%.at smablng;hmdl.kasrk af_ng‘% I65lig apasok ang-barko na:hir?dl?;ilam ng _

ginagawa. Anong frabaho nama “kaya:iyon? Dapat-p ne-Navy? Kamparite nga ang-mga tauhan.
na ,a.n.nlla._na:hm'di:i;aiagaak_aya.gawm-n Pliipino, para-may- “rig: umpleto raw ang.dokumento. Dapat mala- -
Katwiran ang. ha sa kanila: Atituro ung'sino-ang.nag- k ne-ang. mataas na’‘opisyal na hagbigayng .

¢ g special work permit, kung bawal naman permi -sa:barko para: makapasok, - - - LY




4
B Aprit2o1e

Inagaw.ng China nu'ng 2012 hang sitahin:ng pa-
pIno ang maparirang panglngisda ng-Chinese.
ntado: ang: pag-aarr nig Pilipinas.sa Scarpo: -
. lad g Gorregidor, markadong “punto-de:mandato”
0 tanod sa'mga mapa nung rehimeng*Kastila; 1700-1800.
Kasana ito saimga isla:na isinalin ng:Spain sa. America'sa
“freaties-of Paris; 1898, at Washing| o, 1800, Konlrolado
Mong :F’_Jhpma_'s;_nu-‘n'g}_#‘anahqn"ng Amerikano, Pati'mga.
shipwreck dedivay mula:at sa Maynila sinasalba atnililifis
3 _ o : RN RO h‘angg'a%gma{)otsa;L'-J,Sjs,up__reme Gourt: oot

MATAPANG atmalinaw ang Bangakqna Hong:ng Aimat _Nu'ng-Philippine Commonwealth’ kinumpirma ng US. -
kontra sinumang lulupig.sa Pilipinas. -Hindi-man‘binanggit - Secratanesof War, of the: Nav at-of Commerce na:sa Pilis -
ang China, ‘yun angtinutukoy: dahil:sa- armadong. pam ,_U.!**-"Bl,f?'a,s'-‘ﬂgﬁ{aﬂg._Scafb;Q!‘O_l'lthi agpatuloy-ang soberenyang.
bufabog nifo-sa ere’at dagat-sam a.sUndalo:at mangingis: _..|!|p|_pz1'3fsax_te[|toryq.Qa_—-zlaiimfng epublila.; gf;'daqs ‘doon
dang Pilipino, "Dahil bahagi:ng Dagat Pacifico' ang South *.ng joint PH- 'S, military exerclses, ne Maynila-ang nag- -
China:Sea, anumany. pag-atake:sa.tropa o sasakya g babala sa'm adumadaang dayuhang sasakyan.. = = -
Pitipinas a}/ magbu_bun&c_.n%p'r:‘)tekmyon sailalint'ng. ating Imbento lang.ang: claim ng China sa Scarborough. -
Mutual Defense Treaty,” ani -.,'State,s,ec_.-,Ml_ka-Pmm{;e Kesya minanmanan-daw ito n isang Chinese expiorer
-Hindi ‘yon hiningi-0 inasahain nina-President:-Redy:Duterts:* mula:sa mga tore sa-maintand-daan-daang milya ang la o, |
-at Foreign Sec. Teddy Ladsin, =~ .. = - . ~ o Kesyo naglayo raw ito nig t_ore.samgfqa-ba uhan sg shoal - -
Sardepensa ng Amarica, lumakas sana ang loob ng mga - na-imposibie dahit lubog ito-sa high'tide. - t

Scarborough maaring bawi
protektado tayo ng America
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'Balikatan 2019, tribute to PH, US WW2 veterans

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA -- The ongoing "Balikatan" exercises is a fitting tribute to Filipino and American
troops who sacrificed their lives during World War 2, a ranking military official said
Thursday.

"This comes as gesture to pay tribute to the heroism and indomitable courage of Filipino
and American soldier-patriots as they fought side-by-side, shoulder-to-shoulder, against
seemingly insurmountable odds,” Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson,
Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo, said in a message to the Philippine News Agency (PNA).

Around 4,000 Filipino, 3, 500 American and 50 Australian troops will participate in the
annual military maneuvers which formally started April 1 and will end on the 12th.

Acting as observers of the exercises are military personnel from the United Kingdom,
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Japan, Thailand, and Vietnam.

"To date, the friendship and the fight continues alongside one another in combating
contemporary challenges of terrorism and in capacitating one another towards resilience to
natural and human induced disasters among other events of significance covered in the
exercise," Arevalo added.

Earlier, AFP chief-of-staff, Gen. Benjamin Madrigal Jr., said the 35th iteration of the
"Balikatan” is a testament of the Philippines and US' enduring defense partnership.

"incidentally, the timing of this year's exercise coincides with our annual observance of the
Philippine Veterans Week and Bataan Day which we call the Day of Valor and falls on April
9. Indeed, the memories of World War 2 have molded the US-Philippine relationship,
remember the Fall of Bataan and Death March in 1942, the Battle of Corregidor in the
same year and the Battle of Leyte Gulf of 1944. It was in these crucial moments of
insurmountable odds when our forebears, the forebears of our great nation, our soldiers
have truly embodied, understood and experienced the real meaning of 'Balikatan', carrying
the load together on our shoulder, however heavy the load, however huge the obstacle,
and at whatever the cost,” he added. (PNA)

w B3 Honor. Patriotism. Duty
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Fierce gun battle erupts in Comval province’s far-flung town
From the Manila Bulletin (Apr 4, 2019): Fierce gun battle erupts in Comval provmce 's
far-flung town

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City — An undetermined number of Communist New
People’s Army Terrorists (CNTs) were believed killed or wounded when a 20-minute
fierce gun battle erupted between government forces and communist insurgents in
Southern Mindanao.

, First Lieutenant Jhocell D. Asis, Civil Military Operations {CMO) officer of the
71stinfantry (Kaibigan) Battallion (71st IB) said their operating unit also seized
several war materials,lower receiver M16 Rifle, 1 long magazine of M16 R!fle, bomb
materials including Improvised Explosive Devices {IEDs), 1 blasting cap. 1
homemade shotqun with 1 magazine loaded with live bullets, 150 meters tripwires, 1
transistor radio, and subversive documents with high inteiligence value.
“Qur operating troops aiso seized from the encounter site several food stuffs,
batteries, three water containers, three back packs with personal belongings and
hammocks,” the 71st IB CMO officer said.

The clash took place at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, March 31, in Sitio Dasuran, Barangay
Golden Valley, Mabini, Compostela Valley (Comval) province, where the March 28,
2019 encounter also happened, she said.

No one was injured on the government side while several CNTs were believed killed
or wounded.

Lt. Col. Esteveyn E. Ducusin, commanding officer of the 71st IB commended the
troops for the relentless pursuit operations against the CNTs.

“We believe that they are still the same terrorist group that our froops encountered
three days ago,” the 71st IB commander said.

“We are always in pursuit of those who refuse to heed the call for peace. We are in
focused military operations to keep the pressure on the terrorist group for them to
surrender or else be destroyed,” said Lt. Col. Ducusin.

“We continue to hunt down the terrorist group to protect the community from their
deceptive recruitment, extortion activities, and atrocities,” Lt. Col. Ducusin added.

https:/inews.m b.com.ph/2019/04/04/fierce-gun-battle-erupts-in-comval-provinces-far-
flung-town/
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