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‘The President says he will deploy ireops on a ‘suicide -mns‘s;@nf?ﬂ?esigms )

to amy harm that Chinese forces may inflict on Pag-asa, the Barge:i_st_fpf nine

istamds and shoals occupied by Filipinos in .th;e' Spratiys chaimn.
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" By Julie M. Aurelio

@MAureliolNQ -

President Duterte has told Chi-

na not to “touch” Pag-asa Is-
land, the largest in the Kalayaan
Island Group occupied by Fil-
ipinos, - otherwise he would
send" Philippine tropps on i
“suicide mission” in response:

The Presidenf, who spoke -
during a campaign rallyin Puerte

Princesa City, Palawan province,
on .Thursday night, said he was
just: giving “a word .of -advice,”

| notawarning, to Beijing,
“I any asking you, I 'will not
plead or beg, but1'm just telling.

you, lay off the Pag-asa.because

- Thave soldiess there. And if you

lay a finger on thein, i’s anoth-

er story. I will tell my ‘;oldicls, ;

prepare for a suicide mlssmn,
Mr. Duterte SElId

275 Chinese vessels .

“Let us he friends, but do

not touch Pag-asa Island, oth-
erwise, thmgs would he dlffer-
ent,"” he safc.

" The President made the re-

" marks following a report by the

military's Western Command

-~ that at least 275 Chinese vessels

believed to be part of China's
maritime militta had -been
monitored around Pdg asa
since January,

“I'm £rying to tell China, Pag-

asa is ours. We have been tl1er_e'

since 1974,” Mr. Duterte said.

_ China’sclﬁims__ tonearly dfl of..
.the ‘South China Sea, including
Pag-asa, have been invalidated

by the international arbitral tri- - |EEE

bunalin Zoi6ina ruling ona case
filed by Manila against Beijing, -
- whichhas ignored the decision. -
The President said he would -

rather strilte-d compromise than
resoif to an armediconflict with

" China because the Philippines -

was icapable ‘of waging war
over the West Philippine Sea.” -

I gotowar..’

uies. And if I go to war-with Chi-
na, their missile wilkteach Mani-

la-in seven. miniites,” he said

during another campaign rally in

- Malabon City-on Tuesday night.
M. Duterte has been criti- .
‘cized for taking a soft stance'on

"China’s expansion in the South

China Sea and for setting aside
the arbitral tribunal’s ruling in

favor of closer ties with Beijing -

in hopes of getting Chmeqe aid
and invesiments,

Mr. Puterte on Thursday also |

expressed doubts on whether the
United States, the country's treaty

~ally, cotilet send help “on time” in’
case the Philippines was attacked.

“America said it will help us

hecause: we have a US defense

[treaty]. That'sa gamble. They say,
T have your back covered.” They're
only good with words,” he said,
Mr. Duterte pointed out
that the Americans still had to
first get permission from their
Congress before they could
send help to the Philippines.

“If1 go-to war, it will pulver- -
ize my Navy i 4 mattér of min-

BIGGEST P HELD {SLAND The waters around Pag-asa island
havedrawn: ‘ahout 275 Chinase vessals believed to bepatt of.
China’s maritime militia over the past three months asthe
Philippines repaired and reconstructed some of its fac;htles,
including the. washed-out portion of an alrstrip seen inthis Dec.
14 2018 sateillte plcture ‘—PHOTO COURTESY GF CSIS/AMTI

“Do T trist the Ameticans?

Yes. But will thathelp be on time? .

That's the problem,” he sald.
* Durihg his visit to Manila kst

month, US " Secretary of: State:
" Mike Pompedt assuréd the Philip-

pines the United States would

cometa its defense if it came un-
‘der atfack in the $outh China Sea, -
This- was “the first time that.

the US.made a fclear] policy state-
ment that any attack on the
Philippines, will trigger'a US re-
spense,” accarding to presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panelo, -
“Fhe .Philippines, China,
Victnam, Brunei, Malaysia and
Taiwan . ‘have overiapping
claims in the Spratly Islands in
the South China Sea.
. On his Twitter page on Fri-
day; Sen. Panfilo Lacson said
thatas "an elected senator of the
republic-and &s a freedom-lov-
ing Filipino," he would join the

vopposition  from

President ona visit to Pag-asa. .

“Di ka pasisi:l’ )
No thppme President has
visited the island. A visit by the
highest official- of a country to-a -
disputed territory would draw
| other
claimants. The Philippines and
Vietnam strongly protested
Taiwan President Chen Shui-
bian’s visit in 2008 to Ligao (Itu
Aba) Island, the biggest lsland
in the Spratlys chain.
Lacson also reminded Mr.
Duterte that Pag—asa was-a vil-

.lage in’ the “Municipality of

Kalayaan, Province of Palawan,
Mimaropa (Region IV-8), Re-
public of the Philippines.”

“We should not allow China
to encircle, much less occupy, the
island of Pag-asa. Let'sbe reming-
ed of what we sing every Monday
morning, -during our flag-raising



ceremony,” Lacsonsaid, *
He quoted: parts of the na-

. tional anthem—"Sa " man-

lulupig, 'di ka pasisiil ... Aming

~ lgaya na ‘pag may mang—aapz, _
‘ang mamatay riang dahil saiyo”

" {Yow'wH] resigt invaders .. We
. will gladly die; for you flgl'.ltmg B

oppressors) :
- Lacson: has heen: critical -of

 the administration- for-display- -
~ingadefeatist stance’inthe mar-
- itime conflict with'China, saying
that would only embaolden Bei-
jing to further "bully‘" Manila, - -

DFA: protest
" Thé Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) said it had Jodged
a’protest with Beljing agamst-
what the military describedasa

C“swarm” of ‘Chinese vessels

around Pag-asa.

“Such actions, when not re-
pudiated by the Chinese gov-
ernment; ave deemed. to. have
been adopted by it,” the DFA
said in'a rare rebuke of Chiria
on Thursday.

The presence of the Chmese
vessels near Pag-asa, also
called Thitu Island, raises ques-
tions about their intent and
role “in support of coercive ob-.

- jectives,” the DFA said.

Without referring directly’
to Manila’s protest, China's foy-

_eign  ministry spokespersan,

Geng Shuang, said in Beijing
that bilateral talks on the'South
China Sea. held in the Philip-
pines on Wednesday were
“frank, friendly and.construc-
tive.” ~WITHRERORTS FROM INQUIR-
ER RESEARCH, AFP AND REUTERS INCY
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_cians linked to dru%s.

" By CHRISTINA MENDEZ . -

President Du{erié- sees.no reasow to publicly -
identify the celebuities in the watchlist of thoge
suspected of involvement in illegal drugs,

RS F . .

. Duterte said the celeb-
rities are not ruithing for
public. office, unlike the
politicians in the watch-

list, whe must be held.

accountable to the public,
It will be publicized

at an appropiiaté time,

maybe, " Piterte said after

“attending the 31st annual -

convention of the Pros-

ecutors’ League of the
- Philippines last Thursday

in Palawsan,; .
- “There is no reason o

(name- them) 'since they -

are not up for election.

People have nothing to
do with their lives except -

that they are commiiting
acrime,” he said.. .
_ Duterte told the con-
vention that he cannot
allow the Philippines to
become anarco state,

He sald he is keen on
derailing the bid of peliti-

“The celebrities (in the

list are not) seeking public
office. But those who are

f

seeking public office and

‘will someday, if they win,”

hold. powaer, that’s the.

problem, ” he said,

Duterte said as Pregi- -

-dent; he is “morally, le-

gally bound o tell the -

people”- the real score

about their candidates,

MIf they still vote for

you, finé, This s 4 de-
mocracy. But the people

is my solemn duty - to

*inform the piblic under

the right of information
and te-know who are the
idiots there,” he said.
Duterte said he could
notinvoke public safety in

-ought to know and that

the case- of narco celabri- _

ties since they are private
persons, _
‘He stressed he could
not just reveal the names
of the eelebrities in the

 harco list without proper

justification,
Duterte said he has yet
to review the names of the

- Turnte Page 4
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tagged by . the P}uhppme_--
the conduct of investigation -

celebrities in the narco list

wzthoul proper )usu{ma-,

tion. -

rities amid earlier rumors

that a known showbiz artist. -

‘give to the mquumg pubhc,

the President said.

- Duiterte’s. former poliucal .
adviser and now senalorial -
- candidate Francis Tolentino:
‘hias insisted that the celebrity -
"are being admtrecl by many of
their fans.

" narco list should be made

public because they are idol-

ized by many, mcludmg the
youth,

He saud he has yet to re-
view the names:of the celeb~ :

Drug Enforcement Agéncy

(PDEA) got support from:

Palace officials; ©
Pressed -if he knows the

‘showbiz personalities in-

volved in drugs, Duterte

Durmg atecert roundtable‘

;mtei view with The STAR éd-
itors, deskmen and reporters,
“Tolentino said the showbiz

personalities should always
live by exarnple because they

PDEA chief Aaron Aqumo
and Philippine National

e

: _-_admltted he has. not yet seen
: '-,the list. -

Duterte said ke has given .
the authorities a freehand i .

abiout the.drug linKs of certain :

personalities,

““But onthe day that it w111.’
be published, I should know so
that Thave the r1ght answers to

‘Palice chief Gen, Oscar Al--

bayalde have warned-aboult -

the involvement of some
-populal celebrities, includ-
_ing some matinee idols, in

drug abuse: Butthe officials
have opted to keep the list -
secret until:given a gosignal
by the Pregident to mai(c it
public. .
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Crimes against humanity

By Amb. ALBERT DEL ROSARIO

and Ret, Ombudsmai CONCHITA CARPIO MORALES

. Even as ~nbw, with full a:c_:cofhmoda_tion_s_"beiﬁg
- granted to Beljing by eur government, we continug -

to be faced with-unlawfi] actions fronvour horthern
neighbor, a modern day goliath, whose intentions
and’ activities are to forée a doctrine of dominance
and. control on.oiwr region and beyond. '
Notwithstanding our 2016 Philippine victory at
The Hague which clarified our entitlements in the
South China Sea, Beljing ‘continues to commit.atro-
cious actions including illegal dredging and artificial
island building, thereby resulting in, among other
things; a degraded marine environment that has nega-

- tively impacted on the livelihood and significantly

diminished the food security of our fishermen and
their families, not to mention all of us who are part -
of the consuming public.. .~~~ _

‘Today, our Filipino countrymen are increasirgly
focused on the presence of hundreds of Chinese ves-
sels operating around Pag-asa that serves to harass
bully, and persecute our fishermen.

To our poor fishermen, however, Beijing’s actioris
may be viewed as crimes against- humanity, giver
that they are planned by the Chinese government,
accepted by the Chinese government, and.nothing is
done by the Chinese government to stop these persis:
tent inhumane actions against a civilian population of
over 300,000 Filipino fishermen who appear helpless
against a powerful goliath. = . - -

We believe that the International Criminal Court
(ICC) is a legal platform for us Filipino citizens toex-

o

"act accountability for the injustices being particulatly

endured by our poor fishermen. .. -

Qur objective therefore is to hold as individually
responsible President Xi Jinping, Foreign Secretary
Wang, Yi and Ambassador Zhao Jianhua for crimes
against humanity committed against our fishermen
in our territory during the period when the Philip-
pines was a state party to the Rome Statute (1 Nov,
2011 - 17 March 2019). 4, n '
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~ A CONGERN
-US OFFICIAL

BANGKOK-—-'Ihe presence of

large numbers of Chinese ves-
sels nearislands and islets occa- |
* ‘pied by the Philippines is “a

concern,” a senior US defense. '

official sdid'on Friday.”

The Philippine govemment

protested  the .Chinese ship’

its ‘military’ monitored more
than 200 Chinese vessels from

January to March in a-disputed .

area named Sandy Cay, which is
near the Philippine-occupied is-
land of Pag-asa,

Asked: about -the situation
- while on a visit to Bangkek, -

Joseph. Pelter, deputy assistant:
secretary of defense for Southand

Southeast Asia, told reportérs that

the ‘United. States was troubled

“by any aggressive activity by any

countty in the South China Séa.”

' Aggre_'ss_ive',a'nﬂ provocative
“In this case, China's activi-

- ties are of concern. It seems to
" be somewhat  aggressive and

provacative and we feel that
they're unnecessary and unwar-
ranted,” said Felter, who was in
Thailand'to attend a meeting of
efense officials of the Associa~
tion of Southeast Asian Natlons,
or Asean,

He noted th’lt the United
States did not take a stance on
‘vartous conflicting claims in thé

¥

movémerts on Thursday after

osure s othat o "ng

i "' S6uth China Sea. But he said the

| GHINESE BIJATS |
- NEAR PH ISLES

U8 commitmerit to: the Indo-Pa-

- cific region” involved: working -

with: allies.and partners to keep
the s€as; free’ and open, and en-
counlry's
sovereignty {sundermined.”

LW ‘expect every country to
 be -able to sail; tly'and operate.
. :‘wherever’ mtematnonal law al--
lows,” hié sdid. "

- The:. Philippines “regards a

. Chd,lI_l of istarids and islets, nine’
~of which” it occupies, in the
Spratly archipelago in the South

China Sea as a mumcipahty it

- calls Kalayaan undler its western -
 province of Palawan. That claim -

-conflicts with the larger territo-

-rial claims of China, Viétnam,

and three otheér governments in
along-simmering Asian dispute,

*Man-made istands -

-Overthe last few years, Chi- |
-na’has stepped up its territorial

claims by turning seven man-
made. islands ‘it conirols into
mlhtary mstallatmns, drawing

rebukes from other claimants is.
‘weil as Washington,

Chinese boats have swarmed

“around Satidy Cay, a chain of
- three-sandbars between Pag-asa-

anda Chmese ‘man-made islard
called - Subi, since 2017. Such
practice could be meant to pres-
sure” other  governments ‘into
abanclomng their islands,

. Azoozaccord between China -
and the 10-nation Asean aims to
Prevent armed confrontation in

the busy watetway, where much
of Asia’s oitand trade transit,
Felter said the meetings he
attended also addréssed thie Jin-
gering threat from the extrem-
ism and the Islamic State group
In Southeast Asia, and the Unit-
ed- States looked forward o

" working with regional pa%exs

on countmteuorism ~AP

Page:
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- mams-fnendb wit
" Duterte stressed he would not :
: .allow. the Chinese to occupy :
* Pagasainthe Kalayaan Ishnd

© G ouFl (KIG) :

Deviatmg om- hig usual..
tone of appeasement; Piesi

dernit Duterte has ‘dsked the
~Chingse oty occupy ‘g-* A
B dorrnsks‘ ting

China,

is is not-a Warmng, thzs -

s just a word - of advice fd my -

friends, since we are friends,
China. I will not pléad grbeg,

- butI'm just telling you ~Iay off
- Pag-asa because Lhave my sol-

diers there,” the President told

© reportersin Palawan where he

campaigned for PDP-Laban

- candidates, .

- “The Pag-asalsland: belongs

" to us. Is' that our base? China

would never da that, I'assure

. you, ‘unless China wantsa war

s

with us. Df gko papayag kung
" Tumnto: Page 2.

%



pati yung Pag:—.c';sn:.imdc:i:.lji;;y il (Iwﬂlnot

allow them to also occupy Pag-asa). No;

' of coutse not,” the President told reporters:-

- in Palawan late Thursda

- “T assure you that if'tﬁéy kill or sirréSt.’
‘then:that
vill‘have to .y

people there who are Filipinos
‘would be the time tha
‘decide what to.do,” he'added.

'’

i -part of the conflict,
. because they have-
{ ~ zabbledupthewhple .
: * of {Sonth) China Sea,, .
" for them, its:theirs,
¢ they felt frec toroam
© . aroundbutthey nev-

i harmed orartested
. any Filipino. | am
. sureithag something
- to dowith the greater:

game of geopolitics. -

. - Anditisnot directed

¢ o us” he said. .

. oDiiterte reiter-

" ated that an armed
conflict would onily

lead to a rnassacre .
of Filipino soldiers

and policemen..

“We go into a-

compromise forthe
time being because
if.we go to war or
there is a violent
conflict; we would
never win and I
" would suffer-be-

‘yond imagination. T,

would just go there,

" sénd iy soldiers’

and policeien to
" be slaughtered. 1
- am not prepared to
“do that,” he added.

The Depaitment’

- of Foreign Affairs
{DFA) eatlier catled
Beijing's attention
to the presence of

nese vessels around
‘Pag-asa Island in
Palawan, saying
their activities are
“illegal” and a vio-
lation of Philippine
sovereignty. The
. vesgels—believed to
"be militia disguised

~as fishing boats -

* have been stationed

the develop-
g Sea are part.

Well, T atdthaf’s g

hundreds of Chi-

g-asa sinee Januars. ..

d he would: ask the military to
for-suicide missions” if the Chi-
te venture intoPag-asa.”

TN, Privtrying to tell China, Pag-asais
ours; We have been there sirice 1974, 1f it is
yourg did‘iyoulnot_asku_s-to--lf_-:_ave?'sb, -

let us'be frierids but do not touch Pag-asa

Island and therést, Otherwise = otherwise
- thitgs would be different,” Dulerte said.

" He cotild be referring to the 1974 “eeding”

o the/KIG to the Philippinies. then under the

Matrcos tegime by fishing businessman and

advenfurer:Tomas Cloma, who daimed to

have “discovered” them invthe 39508, .~ -
. Duterte said if there: were doubts on
the Philippines’ sovereignty over Pag-asa,
then the Chinese would have made it an
jssue right after he becamie president, . =
~ Thé-issue cropped up just as Duterte
was preparing to, visit Befjing later this
month to attend the China-led Belt and
Roadforum. . = . . o
. ‘China-activities

- ‘near Pag-asa alarming’

A senior US defense official said yes-
terddy the presence.of large numbers of
Chinese vessels near islands and islets oc-

' cupied by the Philippities is.”a concern.”

The governinent protested the Chi-
nese ship movements Thursday after its
military monitoredmore than 200 Chinése
vessels from January-March in a disputed
area nanted Sandy Cay, which is near the
Philippine-occupied island of Pag-asa.

Asked about the situation whilé ona
visit'to-Bangkok, Joseph Felter, deput

agsistarnt secretary of defense for South

and Southeast-Asia
thé 1S is troubled: “by any aggressive
activity by any countiy ‘in the-South
China Sea, in this ¢ase China. We:see
that ag-6f ‘concetin S

" Defend Pag-asa .
Liberal Party senatorial. candidate Mat

told ‘reporters that

*Roxas said Pag-asais indispuitably Philip-

pine tetritoty and should be defended:by

‘the adminishrationn,

Roxas'is part of the Otso Diretso op-

- position Senate slate, .

- “1's simple, it's (Pag-asa Island) ours. .
We won our tase on that,” the former
senator ‘said, refetring to the arbitration
case won by the Philippines.in July 2016
against Beijing,

* Former solicitor general Florin Hilbay,
also a candidate of Otso Diretso, chal-
lenged the government to make public the
diplomatic protests. filed by the Duterte
administration against China.

- With Christina Mendez, Jess Diaz, -

. Helen Plores, AP . -

q



to Fﬁlpmos

' mles out Wa,r bu‘t_ls}frea_fy m def@ﬁd
F mpm@s if harmed

" in, the: West Philippine Sea,
" saying the ter mtmy belongs

- “Pag-asa Island belongs to us, Is
that yung base natin? China would ney-"
er do that, I assure you, unless:China -
wants a war with us. Hindi ake papayag-

kung patiyung Pag-asa i- ocenpy nita? [I

wilt ot -allow it if they occupy Pag-asa
Island] No, of course not,” he said-dur-

itig a chanee interview with reporters

after the national assembly of prosecu-.
torsin Palawan: . -

The President said he was not warn-
ing China but was: gwmg the As;an g;ant
a friendly advice.

“T am {rying to tell Chma Yung N

' Pag-asa [Island] is ours. We have been

there [sihee] 1974, Kunginyo: .-
'yan, hakit hindi ninyo pinaalis - »10




PH t@ Chma Lay... 5

kamx (If that is yeurs then: why haven't
youdriven us out ofthere) ¥ he satd late

‘Thursday evening,

" “Solet ushe fmends but du not bouch',: -

Pag-asa Island.and the rest. Otherwise,

things would be diffevent. This isnota .

warning, this is just a word of advice
to my friends kasi kaibigan tayo ng

{because we are.a fnend of) Chma,”
he added. - . :
War ruled out

The President, however, ruled
out going to war with China over the

territorial row, saying he would work

foir & “compromise” instead amid the

reported proserice of at least 275 Chi-

nese vessels nearPag-asa Island.

.“If we go to war or there i a vie-

lent conflict, we would never win and
1 would suffer beyond Imagmation I

‘would just go there send my soldiers

and policemen to be slaughtered, Tam
not prepared.to do that,” he said.

" He admitted that it would be a
suicide if the conntry resorts to the
use of force against China.

“Kung gusto natin we have two op- .

tmns we drlve them away by force,

ean we. do that? Unless We. want to -

‘comimnit sulcuie,” he.said.

" “If you go.to war; the fn‘sl: Step of. '

C‘hma ‘wouldbetolaunch:its missilein

seven mifiutes it would acrrive Manila
“hefore you-can make a-fourth of your- .
~journey to whele you Want fo go,”_ he

added, .
. . Don't hai m Flllplnes .
But Duterte said hé-will not-hesi-

tate to-shed b_lo_od ifthe Chme_se would
harm Filipinos in the Pag-asa Island. .
“And T assure you that if they kil -
“orarrest people there who are Filipi--

1nos, then that woild: be the time that

we will hiave t_o demde on'what to do, -

he-added.

'S0 qaktkiﬁsap ako & am askmg -
~yow). 1 will not plead or beg, but I am
just telling you to lay off the Pag-asa

because may mga sundalo ako diyan.

"Pag 'yan ang ginalaw-ninyo, ibang

istorya na 'yan (I have soldiers there,

If you harm them, then that will be a.

different story),” he said.
On the Chinese ships swarming

41-

around Pag-asa Istand, Duterte ac-
knowledged that Chiha has “gobbled

. up” the whole of South ‘China Sea on

_the belief ik owns the territory. But so
~fa;. he pointed: ouf that: Chma has nnt :
“harmed any Filipino.. . .

“Para sa kanila, kanila yan [l”‘m '
them, it's theirs). so they felt free to
roatn-around but they never harmed

orarrested any Filipino; I am sure-it

has something to do with the greater

© game of geopol:tlcs And it -is. not di-

rected to-us,” he.said, -~

" “That is part.of the conflict be~
cause they have gobbled:up the whole
of China Sea. Para sa kanila, kanila.
‘van (For-them it belongs to. them).
So they feel free'to roam around and

“do whatever - but they acinally-never

harmed -or-arrested any thplno,” he |
said,
Plesxdent Duterte has opted fo

set aside’the country's conflict with

China on the disputed waters and |
build stronger relatlons w1th the ;
Asian giant.

He.assured that he would raise

‘with China the Arbitral Ruling favor-

able to the Philippines before he steps
down as presadent
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RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte

on Thursday wairned China

Dhotto touch Pag-asa (Thitu)

| Island in the South China Sea

- (West Philippine:Sea) where

- hundreds of Chinese vessels have

massed, circling the area, |

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of the national

assembly of prosecutors in Puerto Princesa, ‘Palawan,

Duterte maintained that Pag-asa Island belongs to the
Philippines, . ' _ S

“Pag-asa Island belongs to us, Hindi ako papayeg kung

patt yung Pag-asa Loceupy nifa (I will not allow them to

+ occupy Pag-asa Island). No, of course not,” Duterte-said.

~'The President issued the warning following reporss from

the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)that hundreds

of Chinese coast guard and fishing vessels had “swarmed”

. the Manila-held Pag-asa lsland, . - )

2 Pag-05A8



the Mamla-held Pag
’Iwﬂl hot ple'

I yoi’ touch it, that's another
“Sloty! Then I wdl tell ‘myso

the temtonal 1'ow, say'mg he Woulci
watk for a “compromise” inistead.
Heexplained that he was notresdy

: to do batile with- China-and.to send -

: govermimient troops to thelr death, -
- "We go into a compromise for

the tite. being. [preclsely because], e

~if we-go 1o war or:there is a: violent
g:onﬂlcl, ‘we would never win-and

I would suffer beyond imagina-

- tion. I would just go there 1o send
-my soldiers and policemen to be

slaughtered. [ am not prepared to.

do that," the President said.
Duterte admitted that it would be

I suicide if the country resorted touse

force against China.

“Kung gusto natin (i we want),’

we have two-optioris — we drive

thern away by force, can we dothat? )
Unless we want to commii sulctde, v

the Ptesadent said.

“If yourgo to war, the first step of
China would be to launchits missile
in seven mindtes [andj it would ar-
tive In:Manila before you can make
afourth of your journgy to where
yowwant o go,” he added. .

Earlier, the military said it had
monitored a surge in the number
of Chinese vessels around Pag-asa
Island this year. The AIP's Western:
Comiand said the vessels were part
of China's maritime militia,

0l ldlels

"Clii'rié-sémhbéés'zido'r to the Phil-
i ppmes Zhaoinlita; however, said
5 the’ Chinese.vesséls:seen- near. the-

.lsland were.hot armed.

~The: Phihppmes had ﬁlé:d‘a dip- '

".Iomatlc protest with Beumg over
_thematter,.. - -

“Bug Duterte smd he Was. con-
vinced:ths the,presanceof Chinese
vessels in Pag-asd "has something
to do. with the greater game of

: geopohncs. *:

Selgnot;, du‘ected to us, “And I
Assure you thatif they kHll-or arrest

people thete who aré Filipinos, .
“-then that woéuld be theé time that

we-will have to decide on what to !
do;” he added, :
Duterte acknowteclged that China

. had “gobbled up” the whole of the

South-China Sea ¢ on the behef it
owus ithe tertltory,
But: 80 far; i) pomted out, China
had not harmed any Filiping.
”Para sa kanila; kanifa’} Yvan (For
them, it's.theim), so-they felt free
to roam-[there|, but they never

‘harmed .or arrested any Flhpmo,"

Duterte said.. .
“We.say iit's ours because of the
economic zone that.is given to us.

.. Then they say its part of their terr-
tory, that's why there s aconflict not

only with us, but with the penpheral

countries around the [South] China-

Sea,” he added, :
Sitice assuming the pmstdency in

© 2016, Duterte Fag sought to down.

play Manila’s maritime dispute with
Beijing ‘in exchange for improved
ties-with the world's second ]argest

_economy,

Duteite has also: 1efused 0 ﬂaum
the Philippines’ victory agalnst
China in & United Nations-backed
arbitxation court also in 2016 that .
Invalidated Belling’s expansive
claims to the disputed waters,

WITH AFP
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By Mot Maviana mamn Ramm Araneta .
e Maricel v, €“ BBAS

warned Reijing to back off from a
disputed island in the South China,
Sca warning of posmbie mthiary action if
China “touches” it amid tising tensions over
the kev waterway. e :

E‘E R_,.SfDPNm Rodugo Duierte has

Duterte, aiming to atiract trade and investment from the
Asian superpower, has mDSLh withheld his garly eriticism of Bedjing’s
expaisive claima to the sea——a point of regional contention because tril-
Aions of dollars of goods pass through it
But as the nniu.u v warned this week that huumcds of Chinese coast™
guard and fishing vessels had “swavmed™ the Manila-held Pag- -ase island,
“also known as Thitu, Diterte speke ont fate Thursday,
“T will not plead or beg, but'l am just welling you that lay offthe P’lg-
asa because Ihave soldiers there.” Duterte said in speech to prosecutors,
“If you touch it, that's anolhu story. Then Fwilltell my soldiers * p1e-
pare for-suicide missions,”™ he added.
He also said he would pfnl\ five Navy ships in the avea and tell the Chi-
nese that they were wetl within the counivy’s exclusive economic zone.
“Next page
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Duterte has repeatedly said war with: Chi-
np would be futile and that the Philippines
would fose and suffer heavily in the process.

His words came after. His Depariment
of ‘Foreign Affairs issueda statement cali-
ing the Chinese ships’ ‘presence an “ille-

gal” violation of Philippirie: soverelgnty,” - '

China, the Philippines, Brunei, Malay-
_sin, Taiwan and Vietnam: have g1l staked

claims to-yarious-istands and reefS-as well :
as waterways in.the ‘sea; with rich petro-

leum reserves. thought tosit deep heneath
the waters;- o

i major victor v for Mamla, an: mt
national matitime tribunal tuled carly in

claiims to the area have no legalbasis;
However, he has: largely set aside that

ruling and backed off on-their once: tense

territorial-dispute over the:sea.- "

He has been criticized at- home for’ tak-,

ing too soft a stance 'on: China and getting
little of thie billions of dollars in investment
promised by Chinese President Xi Jinping,
For its patt, Beijing .has played down
the rising tension over-Pag-asa, saying on

Thursday that both sides had “exchanged

views frankly, amicably and construc-
tively” on the issue; :
The United- States, long-tlme Phr!:p-

" moved to opposé any Chinese cxpansmn
" in the sea.

"For the first time, the US. said in March
that it would come to Manila’s aid-in case of
an “armed attack” in the South China Sea.

The US navy has also forcefully as-
serted its.right to freedom of navigation

. in the area, repeatedly sailing close to the
man-made islands and drawmg Chmese
protests, -

In his campaign speech, Duterte said
his remarks were not a warning, but ad-

“vice to a friend,
"I'm trying to tell China: That Pag-

‘thien thiat wotild be the time that we_wﬁi have

do-not touch Pagiasa Island and the est.

Otherwise..:

Duterte said.
I interviews. after t

' the President returned o his notmal thelo-

ric; saymg war wtth China would be sui- "
Bi¢ it il in theSouth China Sea.

to decide on what to.do;” hie added:
“The . countrys ‘military said
abont 275, ships. have ‘swarmed “the vi:

Duterte’s presidency in 2016 that Chiina’s - inity- of Pagasa Island f?om Jatmmy to:

“2 ' Marchi this year. ©

Chlnese Ambﬂséador Zhao

- claimed- the Chinese: ships’ we e flshmg)

. vessels.and were unarmed, "7 :

< However,. the Department ‘of Fore:gn-“
“Affairs on: Thursday labeled as “illegal™
~ the presence of hundreds of Chingie vés-

sels :swarming amund the Kalayaan Is-
land Group.

Senator Panfilo Lacson sald Friday lie -
‘will join President Duterte if he decides

to visit Pag-asa Island, which is sutround-

- ed by Chinese vessels, _
“I volunteer to join him in my capacity as

pine ally and former colonial master, has . an elected senator of thé republic and as a

freedom-loving Filipirto,” Lacson said. -

In.a Twitter post, Lacson said that Pag-asa
is part of the Philippines s he quoted lines:
from the Philippine national anthem stating
that Fifipinos would not allow any invaders
and will die fighting for the country;

" He said China should not be allowed to

encirele, much Jéss occupy Pag-asa Island.
Duterte said Thursday that he would
not allow China to seize Pag-asa Island

even as 16 maintained that the country

must not go to war with the Chinese.
During the 2016 presidential campaign,
then Davao City Mayor Duterte said if

thmgs Wc;uld b dlfﬁsrent »”

or-game of geopolitics:and it is-not -
i And 1 assure you, that if they .
" president.”

a8a, [Island] is ours. We have been there 3 '-Chinﬁ'wil_l'ref‘us;é_‘to'hbno’r' i decision of
“*since 1974, If that’s:yours, 'why didn’t you

drive us away?- 8o, let us be-friends but .

the Arbitral Court, hewoild personally
2o to'the- dispute’d territory to jet ski to
the: disputed areas arid plant the Philip-

pinefiag, -

Months after lie won the- elections, Du-

~terte said the “jet ski”reference was-only

a hyperbole | to drive home the. point that
he-wouild upiold the Phl!_appmes clalms

““Yolt gantiot-expect.me to: hde [on ajet

: "skl], I dofi*t eveir know how o swimn,” he .

said in an interview w1t11 -Al:Jazgera in
October 2016, “If it overtums, you losea

In the Housé, Buhay Party-hst Rep.

. _'L1to -Atienza welcomed the rebuke issued’
" by the Départment of Foreign Affairs and
—.appealed to the Chinese govérmtment to-:

stop ‘their purported “fishing operatlons” :

- i Philippine territory.

- “We are appealing:to the Chinese lead-
elshlp to refrain from: any -action that

- may deprwe out. Filipino-fishermen from

earniing -their Hving and: bcnaf:tmg from

-our natuital rgsources. Pag-asa fsland, as '
-part of the Kalayaan Island Group (KIG),

is included in the.official demarcation: of
Philipping tetritory as defined by no-less
than the United Nations Convention on _

‘the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).:

-“The mere presence of Chinese vessels

: in'the area should have required: Philip-
:pine ‘permission. But for them to shoo
-away: Filipino fighertwen. in:an‘area clear

1y detined as within our territory is a vio-
lation of Philippine sovermgnty,” e said.

- In an-iiterview on radio dzMM, the
director of the University of the Philip-

_pines Tnstitute for Maritime Affairs and

Laws of the Seas Jay Batongbacal said the
Philippines should seek hetp from the As-
saciation of Southeast-Asiah Natjons.
“We have fo unify. within the region
zmd come up with a single ASEAN posi-
tion against China’s fishing fieet because .
we are not the only country. re:.emug this

" kind of treatment,” he s’t:d in Fthpnm

With AFP
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PRESIDENT Redrigo
Duterte onThursday said

“he would not allow Chi- - -
- raised the matter-durlng; -

the PDP-Labancampaign:
,.rall)r thatfollowed. .- -

na to seize Philippine-
occupied Pag-asa Island
even as_he maintained

his standriotto goto war

with' Beijing to. defend
the country’s inferestsin
the South Chind Sea.

- Pag-asa, a ‘37-hecture

island with an airstrip,
commercial communica-~
tions -tower, and power
enerators, isthelargestof
the Kalayaan -Island
Group territories claimed
by the Philippines and is
partoftheimunicipalityof
Palawan. - '«

- “The Pag-asa Island
belorigstous. Is that yung

base natin? China-would

_neverdothat, Jassure you
wnless China wants a-war

with us, eh di-ako papay-
ag kung pati yung Pag- -
-asa {-occupy nila,” the
Presidenttoldreportergin.. -
- ment slamming the pres- .

: gina]awninyon an,

Puerto Princesa City..
The Prasident also

“Let-us be fifendsbut

“do not touch Pag-asa Is~

land otherwise things
woild be:-different,” Du-

Stertesaid, . L oo
"Twillnot plead orbeg

I amjust telling you that

lay off with Pag-asa be-

cause. may mga sundale:

- ~akodyanat pag ‘yan ang;

isto~
rya na 'yan,” he added.

~ Duterteé, however, clar-
ified that this is “not a

warning” but “justaword

of advice” to China be-
cause it is-the cotmtry’s
frienid. R

Houts before he made

the Temark, the Depart-
fairs

ment- of Foreign.,
(DEA) came out with a
stiongly-worded: state-

-ence of Chinese vassels in
vaters off Pag-asa Island.

. The )P A said the pres-
ence of Chinese vessels is
iHlegatandvaised questions.

“about their iritentas well. -
asconcernsovertheirrole -
insupport of coercive ob- -
jectives.” o

- About275Chineseves-.

selswerespotted nearand
around Pag-asa, which
Chinacalls Zhangye
JanuarytoMarch this year,

- according tothe Philippine
mii_itarl;\.gChina s_aig?the :

vesgels are civillan ships,
mostly fishing boats, -

Asenior Philippinediplo-

‘oat sald the diplomatic

protest against China’s-
- magsive %resence in Pag-

asa was filed last March

29

e from’

© na‘yan.(

- -Bt_ti Duterte said the’
Chinese "have never
harmed .or arrested any

-Filipinﬂ.'”' :

“Lamisure it has some- .

“ thingtodowiththegreater

ame of geopolitics, And -
itisnotdirectedtous. And -

- Iassureyouthatif theykill

or arrestpeopletherewho

-are Filipinos, then that .

‘would be the time that we

~willhavetodecideon what
.todo,” he said, adding he

could send suicide mis-
sions. .
“At ‘pag ‘yan ang gi-
nalawnirzrc:,'i angistorya
And ifyou touch

Pag-asa Istand, it would
be a different story.) ‘Di

. sabihin ko na "yang mga
- sundalo ko, “prepare for :
* sudeide ‘missions”, {1 will

tellmy soldierstoprepare
for suicide 'mi.ss'i_gyr),"

- Duterte added.
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_ Fy 2 &
‘Pag-asa Islan
-dahif

. Sinlguro: ni. Pangu-
long Dulerte na hindi siya:
paFayag-na angkinin at
saklpin-ng China ang:
Pag-asaistand kaya ang-

‘Pakiusap nive dito ay hu- - kashhir

wag gagalawin ang-isla :
“Iwill notplead or: beg,
but I an just telling your
that fay off. the Pag-asa
bacause | have soldiers:
there,” wika ng Pangulo
sa.speach.nito kamaka-
fawa ng gabi sa Pueng:
Princesa Gity, . -
MiFyoutouch it; that's
anathier.story. Ther fwi -
tell my-soldiars 'prepare
far suicide missions,™ gjit
pang-Pangulo.. .7
~'{ aisslre you, uhless
- China wants a. war with
us,-eh 'dl ako apayag -
kung pati-yung Pag-asa -
I-oceupy nila? Na, of ]
course not," wika niyas],.
* Anlya, hangga't ma-
aafiay dadaanin sadiplo-
masya at compromise.-
ang anumang sigaiot

ng:Pilipinas na-makip;
giyerasa Ch,

r there is a vickint
cgnﬂijc}:!—,-: e -wauld- naver

win anc would suffer b-
ond imagination, I would:
ust:go thers Sendmy
soldlers and-palicemen:.
‘to be:slaughtered, -1 am:
not prepared-io-do: that "
‘daydag.pani Duterte,

ldinagtiag pé rig Pa-’
gulo, ang: presensiya

Ng'mga-Chiriese. vessels
Tpio- - ‘malapitsa. Pag-asaaypo-

fg;:. s&bl&ngbahaglngs"greater_ :
‘game:of gegpalitios”

“- Ultis not directed to
is. And:)-assuire vou that
If they kilior amrest people

there. who are. Filiginos,

then that- would- be the- :
time that we will.have to

“decide-on. what to do,”

gill pa ng Pangulo, {Rudy -
Andal})-" - “)r S



Armd f:he countrys Lemtonal dis<
_pute with Ching, President Duterte
dqub_ts whether the United States.could
send heljp "on time" in cage the country

: ”Ang Ametiica sabi mya tutu]ong

. kasi‘may US Defense tayo. Alam mo
‘yung sugal na ‘yan, sabihin mo, ‘Adre
sige, [ have your back covered.’ ‘Mabuti
lang ‘yan sa. salita, Kung makita-nila

sumabog na ‘yung mga tao, lumilipad -

PRRID «

start ﬂymg‘?] . Duterte sald duung the
‘PDP-Laban campaign rally.in Palawan
Thursday night. .

"Do I trust the Americans? Yes But
will'that help be on time? That’s the
problem,” he added. - -

Duiterte saidthe Umted States ‘eould
declare war but must still get permis-
slonofits Congressio o s, "Kung hindi
magbxgay? [What if they don't givedt?],”
the President asked.

During a campaign sortie in Kor-
onadal City, South Cotabato last week,
the President revealed he i3 not angry -
with the USbut is "wary" about its style:

of diplomatic engagement. '

-The President's latest comment
about the United States came after’he
asked China to "lay off’ Pag-asa Island
located in the West Philippine Sea amid
citirigs of Chinese vessels either sailing
or stationed iri the area, .

. Being friends, Duterte said he was
- just giving China a "word of adwce“ not

doubts qmck

s undei attack ]

“The President obsérved the: US was :

B good withwords when it offeréd to come

. to.the country’s aid but it remaiied un-

-clearitthe 75 Congress would actually
allow itstroopstogotowar - -

 na [America said i will helpus because

we have a US defense (treaty), You

* know the gamble there, you say T have

yaour back covered.' They're only good’
with words, What if they see - -
explosions hit people, things @:ﬁ.@

41

a wa1 ning..
"I will not plead or beg, but I'm

. just telling you thatlay off the Pag-asa

because may mga sundaloako diyan (I
have soldiers there)," he said,

UAt ‘pag ‘yan ang ginalaw ninyo,
ibang istorya-na ‘yan, ‘Di sahihin ko
na ‘yang mga sundalo ko, ‘prepare for

* suleide missions' [If you touch thaf,

that's a diffevent story. Il tell my sol-
ders {0 p;epale for su1c1de mlSSiGIlSJ !

- he added:

In his recent VtSlt to Manila, US
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo
announced the US would defend the .
Philippines in case of an-armed attack
in the dlsputed South China Sea. The
"S- action is supposedly part of its ob-
ligation under the 1951 mutual defense

-treaty signed with the Philippines. .
" Under the defense pact, the Philip-
pines and United States agreed to help
each other ini case of an “armed attack -
in the Pacific area” on either party.
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PRRD doubts US vow

PR]]SIDENT Rodi igo Du-
terte hag expriessed doubit
the United States will

make good of its word to -

defend the Philippinesin

_tu_neg of war ar aggres- -
ston from other countries.”

-Speaking ‘at the POP-
Laban campaign rally in

Pierbo: Piincesd, Palawan .

Thursday night, Dulerte
taunted  the assuranee of
Secretary of State: Michael
Poinpeo that the US will

protect Philippines from smy,

foreign attack,
“Ang America sabi myﬂ
tututong kasi may US-De-

_fense’ Layu Alam-mo ‘yung
sugal na ‘yan, sabibin mo,
“Adresigs, | have your back
covered.” Mabuti Jang ‘yan
s galita;” Duterte said.

- Duterte' hared that ‘the
US. “can deelare war' but
they have to get the permis-
sion of Congress of the Unit-
ed States of America” before
Jaunching any chunter-attack
ageinst an enemy-state of
the Philippines. - :

- However, Duterte clari- -
fied. that he trusts the

Americana but the problem
wonld be whother the:halp
wauld come en time.

-*Do T trust the. Ameri--

cans? Yos, But-will that help |

be-ont time? That's the prob-
Jem,” -asks Duterte,
" Duterte thon continued

recountiing. how China and
*day:ight, the Depariment of ~

Russia helped the gover:

“ment i Hberating Maraii

City from the ISI5 -inspired
Maute terror group-withmit

uskmg even for a “tootli-
‘piek” in exchange of weap-
ons “tofight: move eﬁicxeu&-,

1y and faster.”
Meanwhile, the Ph111p-

pines has-called on-con--
-cernied partiesto desist from

any. Activitios in the West

w to defend PH

..PhllipD!!_!e-Sea (South Chi-

na. Sea) amid the recurring

'-pneseni:e of Chinese vessels

in the digputed aren.
v a strongly worded
statemient jasued on Thurs-

Toraign Affairs (DFA)- said

“We call orconcerned parbies

1o desist from any action and
activity that: contravenes the

ASEAN-China Declaralion on
the Conduct of Parties in the
Bouth China Sea (DOC), as,

thege-generate tension, mis-

“tyust and ancertainty, and
threatens regional peaee and:
) stabnhby Y :

The Western Command

of the-Armed I'orees of the
Philippines -hos said. over
600 ‘Chinese vessels have
been-cireling Pag-nsa Island

- since January this year.

"This prompted the-Phil-
ippinés to lodged prolests -
-aigaingt China stressing their
pregence in Pag-asa Islands,
which are part of the Ka-
layaan Island Group (KIG),
gy integral part of the Phil-
ippines. ever which it has’
‘soversignty, soverelgn rights
an ,;uusd:ctuon is illegal.

Efren Montane &
Cmstma Lee-Pisco
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'PRRD HINDI
SAKUPIN NG CH

- Hindi-umaiio® papayag. s7-
Pangulong Rodrigo. Duterte
na angkinjn -af Ssakupin ng
China ang Pag-asa:Island: -

: -Ito-ang@inigm’o-ug-Pﬂﬂgu‘-'
lo sa harap. ng mga mama-

- mahayag.sa Puertg Princesa,

Patawan, - . B
- “Lasswe you, unfess Chi-
nawants s war with-us, ¢h 'di

ako papayag kung pati ‘yung

P

-asai-occupy nila?No; of

Pag Np
Wika ni-Pangy-

cotlrse not,”
long Puterte, -

o CANiyahangga’t airi.ay
- dadagnin sa diplomasya- ay-

comtpromise. ang anuniang.

~ sigalot dahil hindi Gemag

kayang Pilipiuas.na makipag-
giyera sa‘China. - . /
ldinagdag pa ng Pangu:

lo, ang presensiya ng mga

PAPAYAG NA ANGKINIIN AT
HINA ANG |

ANG PAG-ASA ISLAND

-Chinese vessels malapit sa-
“Pugeasa ay posibleng: balagi -
. g “greater gamc of peo.- .
politics ™ . 7. L ‘
It is ot directed to ug- -
And T assure you that if. they
kill ot ariest peopla lhere wlio.
a1 Filipinos, then that woeld '
“be Tlig time that-we wili have
tolecide on What to do.” wjit
pang Pangulo. ~Rudy Apdi-
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’Geomimcs
game in WP’

Acknowledghlg & growing’ eoncern. over
ilve presence:of ‘Chinese vessels- niear Pag-asa
Island in ihe West Philippine Ses, “President
Radrigo Diverte said the naval’ presence was:the
- Consequence of the “greater garne of geopolitics”
that, is not divected on the Philippines nor.lo-any

other country.

ST um sure that it has somu:hmg to-dowith the
graater game of geopolitics and 1¢ is not divectid
at us. And I assare you. that if Lhey Kill or avrost

‘Geopolitics
game in WPS"

1 am sure that it has
something to do with
the greater game of

* geopolitics and it is not

directed at us

From page |

people there who are Filipinos,

then that would be the.time that
we:will have to decide. on what to
do,” M. Duterte told reporters at

"2 gathering of publie prosecutors

in Puerto ‘Prificesa, Palawan last
Thuraday night.
The President mentioned the

historical friction in the avea that

will not be resolved by fores, -

If they kill or arrest people
there whe are Filipinos, then

“that would be the time that

we will have to decide en
what to do.. .

“There’s a conflicting claim,
We say that it's ours becanse of
the economic zone that’s glven to
us. Then, they say that it's part of

their territery. That:is why there is -

a conflict not only with us, but with
the peripheral countries around
(West Philippine) Sea,” he said,

Use of force not an optlon

“We oan drive them away by
force. Oh can — can we do that?
Oh... Unless we want to commit
sutcide, I you go to way, the first
step of China would be to launch
its missile. In seven minutes, it
would arrive in Manila,” he said,

Pag-asa Island belongs to
us. Of course, Ohina would

‘never do that,

“So, we go info a compromise
for the time being. I can’t just go
there and send my soldiers and
policemen to be slaughtered. I am

- not prepared to-do that,” he added,

Mr. Duterte, however, drew the
ling on Pag-asa Island.

“Pag-asa Istand belongs to us.
Of course, China would never do

. that, I assure you, Unless China

wants to start war with us, { woen’t
ever-allow it, if they would attempt

to ocoupy even Pag-asa. No, of

course not,” he said,

No one harmed or arrested

“They felt free to roam around,
but they never harmed or arrested
any Filipino. I am sure it has
something to do with.the greater
game of geopolitics,” he added,

Asked if he would order the
slnps, suspected to be Chinese

“Twn to mage§.

' Stﬂp and chow Birds are not spared irom the heat
creature-sought the-comfort of & cool shade of
;get a quick meal.

wilitia vessels, surounding the
area to leave, Mr. Duteiteveminded
how the Philippines’ security
forees — In terms of weaponry and
manpower— are infayior compared
to that of China's,

‘It will be & different story,
however, if China arrests.or kills
any Filipino in the contested
waterway.

China's Ambassador to the
Fhilippines Zhao Jianhua, in

‘his courtesy visit to presidential

spokesperson and chief !egal
counsel Salvader Panele in
Malacaflang a few days ago,
asserted that, as far as he

~knows,. the more than 200 .

Chinese vessels spotted off
Pag-asa Island are manned hy
“fishermen

SRETE e
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orad
aguava tree and likely to
ALFADILLA

The Chinese envoy also
reiterated that his country
will net deploy armed militia
men to the area that may
risk sparking violent conflict
between the two countries,

Unless China wants to
start war with ws. I won't -

~ ever allow it, if they would

attempt to occupy even
Pag-asa,

“We have been handlmg
this issue through friendly and
diplomatie channels, you don't
have to worry about whether |
there would be -any kind of
outbreak of conflict or not,”
said Zhao.. :
Kristina Maralit
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_ Pémysidistrust'
Bz{g ings‘good’
intentions: SWS

“ FOUR out of IO F[lipmos do not be-
- lieve China’s intentions for the Philip-
pines are good for thein, according to
"8 -Socinl Westher -Stations survey re-
leased Friday,
“The sarvey, (.onducted from Decem—
* ber 16.40.19 last yeat, found 44 percent -
af Filipino adults disagreed with the
- stament: “"Most of what flie Chinese
govcmment wanis to happen.in the Phil-
ippines is good for the Filipinos” -
- Theve is a net agreement. score of
.a modetatcly weak =12.(23 - percent '
agree, - 35 percent  disagree)’ -among
those whowere undecided about their -
“trast in China, and the very weak -40 -
{19 percent agree; 60 petcentdlsagx ee)
among those with little tr ust in-Cliina,
acwidmn to SWS,
Only 27. percent ag1eed wnth the
_ statomu][_ while 29 percent were un-
decided, equivalent to_ a net agrec-
ment score of <17, “moderate!y
WLdk"SWS said, . . - .
COFthe 44 p(.rcent who- d:sagreed 22,
f‘pf'u,cnt ‘strongly disagree” wi ile the.
. other’ Jialf “somew. ';t‘dlsagme
Recuut]y, . gonéerns, ha :
- rajsed aboud Manila, secliring Ioans
frop Beifing due to the two nations'
Tong-standing dlspute in the South
' (.hum%c:l S

Next page
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“The Phlhppmes and Chma haveﬁlong
 figured in a maritime dispute'as Beijing:

refuses to'recognize an-iniernational di-

. bitral. court s rulmg that mvalzdated the -

latter ] sweepmg 9—dash line: clalm over

L the South China-Sea.

Reports f-Chinese personne] ‘fiar-
'assmg Filipino fishérmen in the Wesé
-Phihpp:m Sea, the country’s exclusive
economie zone in the South China. Sea,
have also made headlines several fimes,

But.rélations between Manild and Bei-

jing. have -considerably 1mproved under

- the leadership of President Rodrigo-Du-.

terte-who:has chosen 1o forge closer ties -

_wnth Asia’s largest economy, setting aside . .
: 'puted island in the South China. Sea;

_warning: of possnble mlhtary action if -

Manila’s nigeitime dispute with Beijing.
Philippine authorities have repeatedly

raised concerng over China’s:activities

in the-disputed . waters, particularly its

‘rampant militarization efforts in recent

years, which Beijing has denied:
In-a speech on Thursday, Duterte
warned Beumg to back off. from'a-dig-

China “touches™ it, amld rising tenswns '
over the: key: waterway S
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By Christine O, Avendafio
@wavendanolNQ -
The group of martial law vic-
tims who won a human rights

settlementin Hawaii against the

estate of the late dictator Ferdi-

nand Marcos assailed the Office .

of the Solicitor General {OSG)

for rejecting a United  States

court-supervised  deal - that
would have given them com-
pensation from the proceeds of

the sale of several paintingsille--

gally acquired by former firstla-
“dy Imelda Mareos. - :

In .a statement on Friday,
Claimants 108t “condemned the
O8G and its attempt to muscle
in on the matter of the settle-
ment,” as it urged the govern-
ment to “be consistent with its
policy of support for compensa-
tien for the -Marcos human
rights victims.”

On Wednesday, the O5G, the

Department of Justice {DOTyand

the Presidential Commission on
Good Government (PCGG) said

-they agreed on March 11 that-
the "government, would no

longer enter into the settlerment

deal “in the best interest of the

republic.”

‘Grossly disadvantageous’
' The 0O8G, headed by Jose
Calida, said. it found the térms

- of the setilement agreement
- “grossly disadvantageous to the

government and not in accord

with existing ‘Philippine laws

and jurisprudence.” .
Calida cited a:memorandim

that required the PCGG to get

0SG and DOJ appreval of the
terms “before it can enter into

- the settlement agreement,”
" The PCGG, the 086G -added,
sent on March 16 a lettér to the
New York District Coutt under’ -

Judge Katherine Failla inforin-
ing the court of the govern-
ment's final decision.

)

Tawyer, -Robert

The claimants’ -Ametican
Swift, sald
Hawaii District Court judge
Manuel Real had authorized on

-March- 28 the distribution. of

$1,500to each of the 6,500 regis-
tered martial law victims in the
class suit, The court approved a
$13.75-milllon settlement to the
victims that in turn would be
charged against the proceeds of
the sale of fout paintings.

- . Imeldacollection

The paintings were among
the art collection of the former
first lady. that disappeared
shortly affer her husband’s
downfall_in. 1986. They reap-
peared in July 2013 after the ar-
rest of Imelda Marcos’ former
aide, Vilma Bautista.

Under the settlement agree-
ment; the martial law victims
would receive a.tetal of $13.75
million from the sale of the
paintings, the govermment



Jose Calida

would get $4 million, while the
remainder would ‘be split be-
tween Golden Buddha Corp.and
the estate of Roger Roxas, who
discovered” the so- called Ya—
mashitatreasure.

Claimants- 1081 - said the
agreement was already final, ac-
cording to the New Yorl District
Court which “has jurisdiction
over thecase.

'The 08G's move, the gmup s

" said, “rins counter to the policy
“and acts of - Presulent ‘Duterte
with respect to ‘the distribution .
-of compensatmn of mattial law
1 victims pmwded by Republic - -
+ Act No, 10368, ‘or. the Human -
- Rights Reparatlon and Recogm-

t;on Actofa2m3.”

Claims board -
The law called for the cre-
atlon of -a ‘Human Rights Vic-

- tims" Claims' Board ‘to process
the claims-of people who have:
: guffered hoaman rights “violas
tions'betiween Sept. 21, 1972 and'

Feh, 25,1986,
- Claimants 1081-said MI Dutn

‘erte had consistently siipported’

their claims “by-first directing
a faster human rights compen-

sation progess through the

Claims Board and later by ex-
tending the life of the compen-
sation fund up to the end of
this year.”

The group said the share of
the human rights victims from
the Neiw Yotk settlement would
hive been the third tranche of

. then' compensatmn

Contl numg Jurxsdict:on
Tt reminded the government

that the PCGG contiriued to have

jurisdiction over the Marcos as-
sets ‘and their recovery, and
pointed out that. “the 0OSG had
faited inits atternpt to either dis-
band the PCGG and transfer ju-

visdiction, “or ~to transfer the
- PCGGunderitsjurisdiction,”

- The PCGG, a quasijudicial

‘agency created in'1986 by then

President Corazon Aquino tore-

‘cover the ill-gotfen wealth act
‘cumulated by the Marcos fami-

ly and ‘their cronies, hias so far
recovered a total of Piz1 biltion
worth - of Marcos - ill-gotten
wealth and is targeting a collec-
tion of P4g billion more in 2020,
NG
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' A “revolutionaty war"? -
Vice President Le;

bredosaid yesterday President - cof
Duterte should not threaten: mef
Filipinos with something un- -

constitutional just becauge of
a tantrum. S

She was referring to the
President’s speech the other.
night in Palawan where-he " -
mentioned declaring a “tevo- -

lutionary-war” for the remain-
der of his térm and-the arrest -
of all dissenteérs after-a sefiator
questioned ain order to review .
- governmient contracts, .
-1 was surprised with the’
~President’s (threat) to declarea”
tevolutionary government be-
“ cause we are both lawyersand

i he knows that this:is against

" the’ Constitution,” Robredo:
- said in a speechin Bohol where
- she joined the campaign sortie.
“of the opposition Otso Diretso.

*You cannol threaten the

people with something uncon- -
- gtitutional just because youare
- having tantrums, T think it's an
- irresponsible response because
- when we entered this job, the
~hardships aré part.of the man-

date we swore to,” she said.
Senatorial candidates of

I Otso Diretso alyo.slammed the

President for threatening to de-

"clare a revolutionary govern-

ment, suspend the privilege of

- the writ of habeas corpus and
- order the arsest of his critics.

Robredo is “ready” to take
over the position of Duterte if
he makes good his threal to
set up a revolutionary govern-
ment so he can easily arrest
critics and political-foes.

1 think allof those who
run for vice president should

LunderOtso Diretse. 7 -

automatically becomies: presi-

" -dent if Duterte ‘declares a

revolutionary govérnmentand

-designateshimgelf its leader. -
£ ‘Magalintal is'running for-.
“senator 'in the coming polls

sxnment led by Duteste, Robre-
do becomes the president of a
luly constituted government,

“he'said.

_. *He {Duterte) ceases to be
resident having divested
imnself of the presidency. Such

act will pave the way for Vice

‘President Leni Robredo to
‘take over the vacant position
of president and assume ‘the

functions and the Office of the
President,” he said.
The revolutionary govern-

ment envisioned by Duterte

cannot be compared with the
one led by former president
Corazon Aquino because “his
is just his own making or

. a one-man declaration of a

revolutionary government or

practically amere knee-jerk re-

action against his critics, while
Aquino’s was the fesult of a
people’s uptising where peo-
ple-came togetherand showed
their power to take over an
abusive and graft-laden gov-
ernment,” Macalintal added.
“PBinally, there is ne such
thing as suspending the privi-
lege of a writ of habeas corpus
and declaring a fevolutionary

government as these are incon-

sistent acts,” he said.

vy L

Under azr_evoluti_onary_gov; 7

.of their jobs,”

pends such ptivilege, then he’
is still adhering to:the. provi-.
ons of our Consfitution, '

whichis inconsistent with his
ox - revolutionary gevernment, .
. which has no charter atall,™:

according to the veteran elec-

“Hon lawyer,. .

: ?Eﬁiréat_?finéffeci'i#é{

Sen. Fraricis Pangilinan,.

- presiderit:of the ‘opposition.
; 'Liberal Party, said eritics will

not be silenced by Duterte’s
threats “butby his sterling per=

formiance i1 going after these

I’

(drug)esyndicates”
““Instead of threatening his

- critics with: anrest, he should

arrest the big-time drug lords
and his Customs appointees

- who have repeatedly brought

in tons of shabu worth billions
of pesos,” Pangilinan'said. - -

Sen. Risa Hontiveros called
Dudette’s issuing stich threats

" shameful. “In the middle of

China's massive, illegal and
deep incursion into our ter-
ritories and our very own
workplaces, President Duterte
would rather pick on his own
people than confront the coun-
try’s realinvader” Hontiveros
said. _ L
““Those who.should be ar- .

“rested arenot our countrymen

and wotnen but foreign en-
croachers who illegally occupy
our territories, threaten our’
small fisherfoll smuggle ille-
gal drugs and rob our workers
" she said.
-Human rights lawyer Chel
Diokno and former Quezon
congressman Erin Tafiada said
the Chief Executive should not
betoo “onion-skinned.” - -
' Diokno remirided Duterte



 that no one is above the law -
and warned that the declara- differ

- tion of & revolutionary gov-
ernmentis a betrayal of the
~ Constittition and the people,

“ My advice to-him-is not £

be onion-skinned and don't :
be' hot teimpered, Just “chel’,”

habeas corpus and arresting all
his-critics?” hesald, o
- BayanMunachairman Neri

“Colmenares said under.the
Constitution, the-writ. could

\d - be-suspended only in case of

 he said injest, inanapparent: fi

“play on his natne’and on the: %

word sl

- Duterte’s. outhurst was.

prompted by Sen. Franklin

Drilon’s calls: for his admin-

istration to éXercise caution

when reviewing. government:

contracls. 2

" Diokno, along with othet"

groups, recefitly raised o
cem about-several -ohertil
' provisions inthe government's

* sovereigh inmunity” clause:
“Neoneis abovethe law. 50

- we are ready to face whatever’

itis he wants.to do,” Diokno
sald, . .
Samira Gutoc, who s also

running for senator under Otso
Diretso, described the Presi-
dent’s recent pronouncemerts

as dangerous. . . :
“My. President, please do
not make threatening a habit.

- Suspending the writ of habeas.
corpus and declaring a ‘revo-

lutonary war’ are serious.mat-
ters that you should not say

irresponsibly,” the Mindanao-

peace advocate sald.

"The Commission on'Human
" Rights (CHR) said President
Duterte’s plan to curtail criti-
cistir is & step toward dictator-
ship. :

- "Open and free discourse is

a crucial facet of a democracy. -
It is a right guaranteed by the

ofpower, . b UL

= "Jyst-the same; we'femind.
. the government to use the.
-authority the people’

went’s  them,” she added:.
 agreements with China forthe . - '
- Kaliwa Dam.project like high-
jnterest rates'and:a “waiver of " ¥
~Duiferte’s declaration was. in-~
- ‘terided to deflect public. at-

lic to be vigilant against.pos-

sible oppressions and abuse

rafited
o:them to protect rights.at
iberties ratheritha

“For militant tawmakers;

tention from his son Paelo’s.

alleged involvement in illegal

diugs and his administration’s
“onerous” loans from China,:
Duterte’s plan 'was “nieant

to divert attention from the-
glatingly disadvantageous and
. downright treasonous loan

agreements with China,” Rep.
Antonio Tinio of party-list Al-
liance of Concerned Teachers
(ACT)said. . - C
“You can be sure that he

has no intention of rescinding

any of these loan agréements
anytime soon,” he said.-
Rep.Carlos Zarate of Bayan
Muna- said Duterte’s newest
rant against his detractorsis a
cover-up also for the question-
able killing by policemen of 14
Negros Oriental farmers.
“His pique cannot be a ba-
sis for suspending the writ of

A}

_“invasion or rebellion, and -
:publi¢‘'safety requites” it

" “His threat is his way to .

deflectattention away from the -

very serious issues hounding -

b hisadministtation and leader-

ship, namely his flawed policy
on Chiria'and the failure of his
drtig war™ he said. i

. Hor labor group Federation
of Tree Workers (FEW), there
is no‘ground for Buterte’s plan

- to suspend the privilege of the

wiit of habeas ¢orpus: * .
There is tio actual.or ex-

- isting rebéllion or invasion

_Shielding Paclo - -

contemplated under Sec 18,

" Art VIIof the Philippine Con-

stitution.that can be invoked
tojustify the suspension,” said
FEW president Sonny Matula.

He said the Duterte admin-
istration should instead focus
on other issues like the arrest
of workers and farmers even
if there’s no suspension of the
writ. )

" *That there have been ar:

rests. of workers and farmers
on trumped-up charges is:
more alarming,” he pointed
out, - :

But the President imight be
“joking again, as will be ex-

plained by his spokespersons,”
"Matula added. . :

© “But this is no laughing
matter. Our humian-rights are
being threatened. That's the
serious matter that we need
to address,” he maintained.
~ With Paolo Romero, Sheila
Crisostomo, Evelyn Macairan,
Jess Diaz, Janvic Mateo b
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By Julie M. Aurello
@MAureliolNQ -
President Duterte has warned
that he would order the mili-
tary to take over the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport

(Naia) if congestion and ineffi-.

ciency woes plaguing the coun-
try's premier airport remain
unresolved.

Mr, Duterte said he would
adopt the same solution he im-

plemented at the corruption-’

tainted Bureau of Customs
{BOC) for Naia—by letting sal-
diers take over airport opera-
tions.

“That Naia, if it does not’

improve, the (Philippine} Air

Force (PAF) will take over.

That's the only way,” he said,
without elaborating on his plan
to improve the Naia.

The President made the re-
marks during a PDP-Laban
camipaign  rally in  Puerto

Pnncesa City on. Thursday-

night.

The Nala the countrys

main - international - gateway,

-has been beset with congestion

and inefficiency in recent years.

. The government has. been,

looking for ways to. decongest

‘the airport by building alterna-

tive airports- outsxde Metro
Maniia, .

Permanent BOC takeover

The President has always.

preferred retired military offi-

- ctals for government posts, and _
has even directed the military

to take over the operations of
the BOC after two large ship-
ments of “shabu" or crystal
meth slipped through the Port

of Manila, right under the.

BOC's nose.

Meanwhile, the President
said the military’s takeover of
the BOC might be a permanent
setup,

" “This is my warning; To the
Customs, the; military - there-
might be permanent,” he said
on Thursday night. '

Shoot smugglers on sight
He reiterated his order to
Customs Commissioher Rey .

' Leonardo Guerrero, a retired -
mllitary general, to shoot and

Kill smugglers on sight, . .
“My order to Guerrero was -

-this,” ‘Replace all the guards.
“there.and if you catch someone

smuggling, shoot him, kill him
and say that 1 was the one who
ordered it,"" Mr. Duterte said.

- He added that he even led -
the destruction of smuggled
luxury vehicles and sports cars,
since such vehicles end,up in’
the hands of smugglers, P(}

“They say that the cofrup-
tion in Customs is unstoppable,
Let’s see. Your life, not your
pockets, will be at stake now,"
the President warned. NG
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- BY RALPH u. VILLANUEVA '

; NLESS the situation at the Nmoy
Aqumo International Airport (NAIA)'
3 improves, the military might take over

its opeiatlons, Premdent Rodrlgo Duterte sald

NAIA 'has' been C01lsistently

cited as one-of the worst air poits

in the world.

Last year, itwas ranked the 6th
worst airpott in the world.

In-a speech during the Partido
Demokiatiko Pilipino-Lakas ng
Bayan campaign rally in Pala-
wap, Duterte said, "If those in

NAIA do ot improve, the Air

Force will take over. That's the
only way,” Duterte said. -

The President’s statement
came abead of the April 30
moratorium the government

gave ‘the supe'l conémflum,

which is seéking to 1ehab1hlate,_

theaiport, -
Department of I‘nnspmta-

tion Secretary Arthur Tugade, .
“earlier said that the consortium,

made up-of AC Infrastructure

" Holdings, Aboitiz InfraCapital

Inc; Alliance Global Group

Inc, Asia's Emetging Dragon

Corp., Filinvest Development

- Gorp., JG Summit Holdings

Inc. and Metro Pacific lnvest-
ments Corp. keep on delaymg
their talks

. "Th.e talks have been draggmg

-.on. I wan( toseta cap. By April
30, if we have not comie to an
-~ agreernent, we will do the proj-

ects by ourselves,” l‘ugade told ,
g repenels last month. - '

“They say we ae delayed We
are not-the ones causing the

- delay. They are the ones. calling
forextensions as o when wewill

meet,” he added

This is not the fnst time.
‘Duterte muiled militarizing of-

fices of the government,
Lastyear, he “mititarized” the
Department of Agriculture as he
broughton beard a former gen-
eral, former Philippine Army
chief Rolando ‘Bautista. This
year, the President appointed

three former generals to- the -
“department. .

Last year, Duterte also sazd he .
. _would ‘militarize” the Bureau -

.of Customs as he under]med

the need to address the issue of o
smuggling,

‘After this' pronouncement '
Duterte appsinted former mili-
tary chief Rey Guerrero: as ihe

new Customs chairimian, Teplac- | -

ing another- former military
man, Isidrg Lapena, who was
transfeired to the Technical Ldu-
cation and Skills Development
Authority.

Duterte occasionally says Ihat

- be prefers dealing with ilitary

men because they did as they
were ordered without question,
~In the same. speech, Duterte
1ecailed how he asked Guerrero
to address the smiggling issie jin

- the country,

Hesaid he ordered Guerrero to
replace all guards in the bureau,
destroy smuggled vehicles and,
uitimately, klil the smugglers,




ing wrang with h:s recent dlrecuve to lQVlEW

all the contracts, saying the ob;ecuve was.lo - -
determine if thefe were dealsthat weré.defri- -
‘mental to'the coumry $ interests, .
“Tordered the review of the contracts and
here-comes Drilon saying that [1. should] be-
careful. Be careful of what?”" Duterte added;- -
“Why should [ be very careful in-reviewing.

contracts that are not to the | interests of the

Apeople? And the onerous and burden[some]' .
‘provisions there that people havé 1o honor,
so you think thiat 1 will allow it just becase:-
* we canniot impair the obligation of our con-

tracts?” he said, .

‘He .can-’t doit’

*He will.notdo-it- because lie is too simart

“and intelligent to know he canniot do it,”

Lacson #aid in a text message.
Senate President Vicente Sotto 3rd said

“Duterte 1ssued the statement ot of frustration;

“Pinsure he will have s better outlook once

© his prograins against criminality. becomes

maore sutcessful. Suspension of the writ has

© proper constitutional saféguards white a
revo]uuonary ‘war is.a ‘metaphor,” Sotto said,

AN s Pangilinan.and Risa [Hon-

. tiverosalso’ re;ected the President’s threat,
.~ “Instead of threatening fiis critics with i

rest he should arrest the big-time drug lords

_ 'lnd]us[Bureauof) Customs appointees who -

have repeatediy brought in tons of shaby

: .saon, Premden B
. pedple with watrantiess arrests and war, What
" shouldbe sisspended are not the people’s civil

liberties: ‘but-thie onerous ‘contracts -entered

.-,worlh b:]lmns (of pesos) W:th the atrest

of these biglime dmgimds he would have

prover:his.drug war s for real and-his.critics
“will be silericed,* Pangilinan said,

- M the: miildie-of Chiria’s massive :Hegal

_and deep inciusivininto ourterrtories and our
- very own wokplaces; President Duterte would

Tather: pick on Higown: Peaple than oonfront

the comnitry’s reat invades,” Foniveros qmpped
.. “Instead:of standing up to Chiina’s. aggres-

uterte threatent his own

into-hy, President Duterte with the Chinese

i governmem . [lontavems added
Sen: Panﬁlo Lacson on l‘ndaysaui he believes: - NO reason
- that Duterte’is smart: enoughitoknowthathe - :
~ canhot dedlare a: tevolutionary governnent
" and stispend the writ of habeas: CoTpus,

Senatona] r:and:dates and meinbérs of the

House of Represenmnves also crxtlci‘zed
ihe President.

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos lsﬂgam Zarate'
said there was 110 reason o suspend the writ.
of habeas corpus or declave & revolutionary
govermnment,

“Hindj pwedeng d111:lan ng pagtanggal
Alto gy napiken lang ang Presidente {You
cannot suspend the writ juse because the
President got pigued),” Zarate said,

Makabayan senatorial candidate Ner

Colmenares agreed, saying there there was
* no constitutional basis for such 4 suspen-

sion of the wit, . .
CATHERINES VALENTE
© . GLEEJALEA AND

BERNADETTI‘:’ E. TAMAVO
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The Manily Thines

he was open to the proposal to
arm state prosecutors to protect

themselves following the klilmg of
several government lawyers. S

‘In his speech during the

national conveniion of the

Prosecutors’ League of the -

Philippines in Puerto Princesa,
Palawan on Thursday night,
Duterte, a former prosecutor,
said he recognized the import-
ant role of prosecutors in the
administration of justice and
the danger that comes with it.
“l also encourage the leadership
of the Prosecutors’ League 1o work
with the Philippine National Po-
" lice, National Bureau of Investiga-

tionand relevant agencies to.come
up with solutions orrhow to better

protect our prosecutors and their,
families,” Duterte said.,

“I'm ready for any suggestions,
options. Al ate on the table. Ano
ang gusto ninyo {(What do you

' wmt)? Baril {Guns)? 1 will allow
‘it,” he added. '

Duterte, a gun enthusiast, sug-
gested prosecutors use Glock 19.
" “Huwag kayong kumuha ng(Do
not get] 45, it's too heavy. Go for
the Glock 19. Ang Clock hind;

'talaga nagfa-jam’ ﬁ'aﬁ {It does

not jam). I'm not advertising the
Glock, but it's 2 fact, That's why

“we_ bought.it for my policemen.
And:maintenance-free, hindf
magkakalawang Jan (it does not -
getrusty),” hegaid,” _

" The President said he under-
.stands that a°prosecutor’s job
 involved. “antagonizing lawless

elements, hardened criminals and
their:powerful baders.”

“The assassination of prosecu-
torsacross the country highlight-
ed the danger that prosecutors
and their respective families
endure,” he added. '

“Rest assured-that our law en-

forcement agencies in our help are |
- expediting the investigation of these
- assassination cases,” he added,

Duierte adritted that he had

‘been carrying a gun since he was

Page:

AZ

a prosecutor because he had to
investigate military and- police

-officers; as well as rebel leaders.

Meéanwhile, the President
lauded the prosecutors for their
unwavering commitinent to

. fight criminality, illegal drugs

and corruption,

"L will do everything to protect
you," the President told the prose-
cutors, saying they should not have-
to suffer for doing their job.

"With the valuable help- of the
Prosecutors’ Leagure, | am confi-
dent that we can further strength-
en, improve and reform the entire.

" National Prosecution Servicé so

that you may all become efficient,
creclible; impartial and incorrupt-
ible prosecutors, upon whom our
people may depend on whenever
they feel wronged or aggrieved,”
he added. ff}
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President open to arming state prosecutors

By Rey E. Requejo

. ‘PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte favors
arming government prosecutors as part
of their safety and protection amid the

killings -that targeted ‘members of the

National Prosecution Service.

“I'm ready for-any suggestion. Op-

tions-all are on.the table: Wha o'youi
“want? Gun? T will allow it,

Duterte
said in his specch during the 31st An-
nual ‘Convertion of  the Prasecutora

League: of ‘the Phlhppmes m Puerto- -

Pringesa City.

President” Duterte; a government.

prosecutor—turned pohtlcran in. . 1986,

recalled that"he himself could not go
atound withiout g gun-as he was han-
dlmg cases against alleged scalawags
‘in the police and military. . - A& ,
“Tinmy time, you ask thosein my age,
I carried.4 gun. I 'cannot ‘£0-out without
f.gun. I'was not comfortable without it.
lee I'was nude and naked,” he sald
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Ay Sundy Locus -

during his visit in Russia,
The signing will conoide with

the Russian Navy's foundation. .

anniversary. The. PN will joirv-the

A few months. before the
signing of a naval cooperption
agreement with the Philippines,
the Russian Navy sent yeéi "
anather contingent 4o Manila
“for a five-day goodwill-visit, .~

Three Russian vessels. will :
lead the contingent arriving .
in the country on Monday,
4 April, spearheaded by |
the large anti-submarine '
ships ddmirel Tributs |
and Vinogradov-and their

-8upport sea taitker, the -
Irkat, I
Arriving ave head of
mission Rear Admiral
-Bdward Mikhailov, along |
with the commanding
officeis of the Admiral .
Panteleey, Captain Dmitrly
Tihowirev;. the Adnriral
Varyag, Captain Alexsei
Ulyanenke; and the Boris

- Botuma, Sergev Bondar.

The visit is expected
to. highlight the. growing
défense relations of the
two countries anchored
on President Redrigo
‘Duterte’s “independent -
foreign policy.” J

To recall, Russian Navy
(PN) chief Adm. Viadimir
Korolyov met with: his
countérpart, Philippine
Navy Vice Adm. Robert
Empedrad, and other .
Filipino military officials
“on 20 March to discuss
the agreement. Empedrad
veiterated. that both sides
agreed to sign it in July

fleetreview, .. .7 T :
- M finalized, the naval |
cooperation agreefnent will pave.

ussians are c

celebration by participating in o =
IR ", betwaen the

‘the way for-“more enhgagements -
- betweart the two.navies, like more
- Dort visits, exchanges in training,”
e upwith an agreement -

for:de

nig-cooperation
‘Russian Navy and

the Philippine Nayy... Wefinaiized

the agreement and we aye ioing

‘to/sign it during my next visit to -

- This Is not the fivst time-that

 Bussian vessels made port calls -

in the cojintyy, Threed .

" Russian vessely haye
. docked in Manila:
last January for -

& three-day”

Tgeodwill

visit,

Russia in Jaly,"” Empedrad said, ’
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g __A-militai'y'offi_c'ial 1_'ev‘eale‘d i;h’af:- :
. the Contnunist Party of the Philip-

which they 1eported1y use for ter. ror-
ist activities in the Philippines, from
international donors.

In his speech at the Mthpoi Asm—;

‘Pacific 2019 Conference in Singapore

Thursday, Major General -Antonio

Pariade Jr; Armed Fovees of the Phil- .-

“ippines (AFP) Deputy Chief of Statf.

for Civil Military Operations, disclosed -

that-the CPP has already established .

an international network catled the
International Depariment consmtmg of

some 252 ihember-organizations based o

“in 39 countries.

‘According to Parlade, the CPP was
able to establish 16 chapters abroad |
through the International League of
Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS) headed by

- CPP founding chair Jose Maria Sison,

-Sison, who founded the CPP.50
years ago,isa recognized pohtlcal refu-
gee in The Netherlands and-enjoys the
protection of the Refugee Convention -
and Article 3 of the Buropean Conven-
tion on Human Rights.

“We foresee that this. .pr oblem,

if not-checked, can turn out to be a-
hybrid scheme that ¢an be a trans-
national erime problem," Parlade
told homeland security authorities of

" Asia-Pacific countries,.seeking coop-
_ eration to combat a wide internationat
- noetworl of communist- mn!trated front

organizations.
"T'he purpose of this presentation is
to make you aware that there is such
a thing, and because of how int icate
Lhese international funding is being
done. I may 1ot be in our rada” he

AE‘P @fﬁmai unmaskqm

¥

' -pmes (CPP) and its almed umts aire
‘masking themselves:as humanitarian
non-gavetniment-organiza-
_tions (NGOs) ‘to gef funds,

B0
a@
- added,

Integrity, Equality; Leadership, and
Action (GABRIELA), Alliance of Con-

cerned Teachers. (ACT), Karapatan, .
~“National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers .

(NUPL):as affillates 6f ILPS., =~

accurate reports to portray a tyrantand
oppressive Philippine government,

. “Af the same time, they lobhy for |

funds from foreign institutions claim-

.ing that they will be used for projects .
.to solve the fabricated issites, but will

rather be used to fund terrorist activi-

ties,” the mﬂxtary ofﬂmal told security: .

experts. o
F‘abucatedlepm ts .

~ Parlade also disclosed that\CPP— '
infiltrated, erganizations publish.in-

accurate information such as weak

smployiment gerieration, and bloated.
figures on displaced indigenous com-.
‘munities in order to dxscz edlt the _

govemment )
“They've been fab 1catmg mpm ts,

th_ey ve been tweaking, distorting

reports so that the Philippine govern-
mert willbe perceived as incornpetent,
inefficient,” Parlade said. '

“They submit all these xépoxts .
" false and fabricated reports, to. the

Eurbpean Union, United Nations, and
other governments, again for funding,”
he added.

25

Parlade. named localor gamzatmns
s_tlch asIBON Foundation, General As-
.sembiy Binding Women for Reforms,

Parlade said these organizations .
conduct international solidarity mis-,
siong'where they reportedly publish in-”
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"Fundmg Reds may turn mto transnatlonal cnme

THE Armed Forces.of the Ph:hppmes.. ;
watned homeland secuuty officalsin-- -

Asia-Pacific countries that the “fund-

ing schemes” perpetrated by GTOUpS
linked to_ the Commumst Party of the

Philippines (CPP} could becomie a
“wransnational crime problem,”
Maj. Gen. Anfonlo’ Pallade, the

military’s deputy chlef of staff for -

nizations “to secure: funds fromeintet-

o conduct fertorist, actwmes

Accordmg to him, the CPP 'estabf

: ._]_1she_d af _1_11ter_na_thnai network com-
a-Pa- - posed of 252 organizations based it
_ cific2019 conferenceheld mSmgapore _ ' :
" on Thursday, Parlade sald sofite grougs-
have been maskmg themselves as
humanitarian: ‘hongevernment oIga '

39 countries. It also.set up 16.chapters -

~actoss the world through the-Intes-

national- League of Peaples’ Struggle
(ILPS) headed by cPp founder Jose

'-Maua Ioma Sison. .

cml -military operanons, sought the

nauonalr donors = which are used to. -

"We foreséethat this problem, if notchecled, -

can turtyout ta be @ hybrid-schenie that can be

- a transnational crime problem,” Parlade said. -

“the purpose-of this presentation is to
make youdware thiat there is such a thingand

becaise of how intricate these mternatmnal -
funding is being done, it may. not be n our |

radar,” he added.

~ Parlade named sonﬁe Phlhppme based :
organizations that are supposedly connected

with the 1195,

These groups mcludeIBON Foundation, Ga-

briela, Alliance of Concerned Teachers, Karapa-
tan and National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers.
‘These organizations, the official said, were

found to be conducting “international soli-

darity missions whete they pubhsh inaccurate

tg portray a tyrant and-oppressive Philippine :

government.”

“At the same time, they lobby funds from
foreign institutions claiming that they will be
used For projects to sokve the fabricated issues,

but-will rather be used to fund terrorist activi- -

ties,” Parlade claimed.
Barliei this year, a contingent from the Phil-
ippine government went to Belgium to inform
officials there that some groups being funded
by the European tnion were using the money
to condugct activities linked to the New People's
Army {NPA), the armed wing of the CPP.

Belglan Ambassador to the Philippines Michael

Goffin said Brussels is investigating the matter
‘DEMPSEY REYES
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Gomg one step farther, the munlmpahty also declared as persom non gmta other groups affﬂlated w1th the

: terrm‘!sts _

Ay Kathleen Buiquerin )

Already running out of spa.ce

to operate and. hide from pursuing

guvemnentsoldlem, the conmwrilst New

" People's Ay (NPA) was dealt another

_severe blow by residents of one of is

“former strongholds in Surigao-del Sur,
This, after the municipal council

" of 'aghina declared not only the NPA -
metabers as persona non grald but

also their affiliated front organizations.

In'its resolution, the municipal
council declared- the CPP-NPA as
persong non grate as they "sow
and create a condition

3
-

4the

- of widespread, and extr_aofdinary-

" g4 Maguuraa sa:Swigao Sur, Alliance

-of Comicerri Teacliers, Karapatem and -

'Anakpams : -
Also, barred wexe memhms

«of Anak Bayan, Bayan Muna; "

fear and panic ationg the populace,”

. The: excerpt of the resolution
‘alsp ‘said the municipality has.
experienced atrocities perpetrated: .
by, the CPP-NPA-NDT like the Lilling ..

of a pilot:of a hanana-plantation;,

" harassmient of military outposts and
-axtortion activities. :

(oing one step farilier, the

munieipality. alsg declared a8
- persone. won grafe other

groups aff:ilated with’

§
4

5y

P Qta‘ that 'in'éhj_dé.Kahugpunggh

Gabriela; Laague of Filipino

Students; Rural Missionary of the
‘Philippines, Bagong Alyansang
Makabayan and Kilusang

Magbubukid ag Pllipinas.

YAz much 28 we’ want,peace - ¢
a8 W .
declalatmn shows

and - order; .

our utmost desit to completely

radicate the piesence of terrorist
groups that-cause oppression,

panic gnd ‘cliaps here in our
municipality,” Mayor Generoso

-Naratso said;

Lt Ool, Jaime Datum of the :
T6th Tnfantry Battalion said they
are’ geateful for the support being

“shown -to them by the people in
- their campaign_against- terrorism
- and anarchy., q s

T kope othdr mumclpahues
will do the same, condemn the
communist térrorists in the
pursuit to peace and economic
dévelopment for us fo live in
a harmenious and peaceful
conmtmunity” Datuin said.
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Red wolves don
sheep’s clothing

"By Mario J, Mallari .

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AP}
has warned Asia-Pacific security. officials
against the international affiliate-groups
of the Conununist Party of the Philippines
(CPP} that masquerade as humanitarlan
organizations but are actually supporting
terzor activities.

In his speech at the Milipel Asia-Pacific 2018
Conference in Singapore on Thursday, Maj,
Gen. Antonio Parlade Jt., AFP Deputy Chief of
Staff for Civil Military Operations (I7), stressed
CPP's international network poses a threat if
left unchacked. Turr fo page 2.




crime- problem

We foresee that this problem, 1f not checked can tum out to be a?hybrld scheme that can be 8 transnational

Fram pays 1

ceuntues

“The group fmmed 18 chapﬁexs'
'Eb;oad through the Intematmnal_;
League. of Peoples' Struggle (TLPSY .

Teaded by CPP founding chairman
Jhse Maria Sison.
" “Wo foresoe that this pioblem,

it not chiacked, can turn:.out-to -
fie a hybrid scheme that-can be a.
“tiansnational crime ploblem,” said

arlade.

Many are anti-fasclst
and anti-imperialist,
‘¢ollaborates in looking
for fundexs and helps
mtematmnahza trivial
issues,

‘“l'he-pm'pose of this presentation
15 to makeé you aware that theve .

is-such a thing, Because of lhow

intricate these international funding

1s being done, it may not be in our

“radar,” Parlade said,

¥ - Through-ILPS, Parlade said
the CPP- connects organizations
from various.countries with similar
:érientat_ion’ and solicit funding,

.~ "ILPS comnects. all like-minded

' orgamzatwns all ovel the world, many

‘a¥e antifasecist and anti 1mpeuahst
‘eollaborates in laoking for funders and‘
helps internationalize. trivial i 1ssues,

saiid Parlade,

#They do fact-f"ndmg m:sslons"
and help fabricate raports to gain: .

ntore funding;” he added.

Il

i . .
“Propaganda mils

i~ During theforum, Parlade
named locdl organizations that
lare affiliated with the -ILPS,
isuch as the IBON Foundation,
[teneral Assembly Binding Women

for Reforms, Integrity, Equality,.

- to finmask the CPP and
‘its armed -wing, the

(NPA), as terrorist
_ groups. .

.. Liadegship and Actlon, Alllance. -
' of Conceried Teachers; Karapatan:
According to Parlade, in: its . 50:
yeais existénce, the CPP imanaged
‘b0 establish an - international -
ltetwork named the International:
Depaltment comiprised of some 262
'inembelmlganlzatlons based m 5

ant National {jmon of’ Peoples’
Lawyers. .

. Parlade said-these mgamzntwm,-'.-

conduct internaiional solidarity .
.. governance, s apm‘oachmg the

wissions where they publish

“inaccurate reports to-portray-a by ant
. 'you can. see there the 12 lines of
" gfforts that we are using to engage
" the different GPPpregrams, There’s -
tocal government empowerment

and oppressive Philippinie government.

- At the samo time, they lobby.

for funds from-foreign: institutions,

‘claiming that théy will be wsed for
projécts-to-solve fabrieatetl isgues:, -
- Ingtead, the funds are vised to_

finance ter¥orist activities, -
T OPPinifilvated mgamzatlons,

he added, publish inaceurdte

mfonmaut_m, such-as weak

-employment:generation and bloated
. figures on- displaced’ md:genous

communities,

~ “They* vebeentweakhlg, distorting
1ep01ts sp t]_lat the..government
will be perceivad as incompetent;
inefficient. ‘They submiit all these
repioris; false and fabricated reports,
to the Burepsan Uniomn, United

Nations and other governments,

again for finding,” he said,

Linst Fehruavy, Parlade, slong with .
other top security officials; met
with TU and Belgian ofﬁcfals

New Pgople’s Aniny

They submit all
these reports,
false and fabricated
reports, to the European
Union, United Nations.and
other goveriments, agam
for funding SRR

’Ihe EU and govemment ofBelguun
liave vowed . fo. conduct -audifs of
organizations providing funds fo groups

identified by Philippine authorities as

fionts of the-CPP-NPA. .

Help from.puhlic--needcd S
In Tecember 2018, Mr. Duterte .

o

%

51gtmd Executwe Oldel 70 creating .
" “the National Task Foree:to End hocal_
" Communist Avimed Contlict,

““This. national task force is not They do fa.e pfinding

-nuissions and help. fa.brmate
~reports to gain more
- funding,

only.-about; a: miiltaly or police
solution, but it's. about: good

piablem in many perspsetives, and

beeause this is aboubt good
governance. We -are engaglng our

internationat stakeholders  through
<. our-international engagements,
“Padlade-sdid. -

Doring the task fcrce 5 .

engagement ‘in. Burope eariier

khis year, he leamed that the
communist-affiliated NGO were
cdble to rafse as muck as

1b million euros over a

five-year petiod: from

Belgium alone,
He also

_found

outb

'--that ahout 1 3 mlllmn euros wﬂl be: .-

vemittad this year. |

“We Have a Jong way to go. We luvato
analyze dleeper, the llnks, the layers and
loyers of oxganizations coveringthisfind: -
generating scheme for- the telTousts »
Parlacle:said;

“So, we have 1o mrk together in’ .
order to atert eaqh otherof thls " he

- adlded,
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Gorditlera cops stey up security

. their so-called ‘pepmit:ty
. campaign’ activities. on’
. : cgn ic!ates_-for_lthe Ilyllay

CORDILLERA Polige ' oraonal and local elec-

By ALERED
- DALIZON

- Regional ‘Office dirvees
tor, Brigadier Gener-
al Israe Ephraim T.
“Dickson,
dered steppedaup seou-
rity ncross the region
})articular]y on- light-

y-guarded police sta-- h

tions and other £ov-.
~ernment facilities in -
", the wake of a series of
“New  Péap le’s
" Ainiy attacks, -

sive in.the region took

Tadian, Mountain Proy-
inca wherein NPA_.fugra
. - rillas used hanned and-
mineg to kill one ‘poiice-
man ‘and wound eight’
others. . o
Dickson said that the
rebel offensive came in
the heels of their recent
anmiversary and a. olice |
operation in cunt
Kapuwao in Barangay
Bagnen Proper in Bau.
o -municipality Jast
March: 29 which thwanl-
+ @d i their :launching of -

‘landmineg,

The latest NPA offen-" |

lace - lagt. Tuesday jn- -

teto

‘pekmi
iong,.

“Only terrorists: resort to

the world, ‘International
umanitarian law and
the Geneva. Conventions
have’

outlawed the nse

-of landmines in-warfare

because of the: risk of

ateral damage,”. Dickson
paid;; T

ountain Province

_movement, with its lat- -
-ést.nse. of landmines, has -
Tplaced itself

once again
m the ranks of ISIS, Abu
Sayyaf, and
nizations that employ

Improvised ‘Explosive -

Devices (IEDa} as toolg
for extortion, intimida.

tion, and terroviem. |

- “It underscores. their
desperation in Insing
their relevance. o Philip-
pine saciety, an their de.

‘The official. alsp eon- -~ ing-
‘domned the NPA's ‘uge " ara
- 2 of landmines. - -

yesterday or-- " ey

as often. geen.
“in.the news from around -
--and

“-and 4 productive
f life- within -tha-folda of
givilian' casualties .or ool ‘thi A

- Comprehensive - Local Tn- . :
o ~dored their deepest Byms " :
According to the Cor- -
dillera police divector, the

NPA I\E !

other orga- -

‘Acent. into’ banditry. and

Bapd.

commi

. .nhaintai_ning.lpeace_ in the
" region. by aseribing fo' the

présent ddministration’s
offer /to. misgnided: youth.
1. adults: -_c,leceiv'e.d'_- hy

~NPA propagany. -

Tt §a 1ot too- late-to.* g

take: the path ‘ts peace

e -law. The. Enhanced

tegration Program (E-
C]fIE')'- . ..pr-oyiﬁes the

‘menns: to:start: & new life. -
“Under E.CLIP, the rebels

who lay down their arms
will recaive PHP15.000
immediate cash assis-
tanea,” he -sgid. :

“They will also be en-

titled to . a. livelihond
amounting to PHP50,
000 and from the Office

" of the Presidential Advis.

ar on the Peaco Process
and Iive]i,hqo;l;program’

“from the Department of

Social-Welfane and De-
velopraent, «depending on

_.fpea;ce_':3-_sgbo.teurs,” he. red
L ~.Eovernment,” Dickson.
added, :

“slain
" woundg

~“T'here

amily . -

the asseasi_nent‘ that wili
be done by the coheerned
agency, as well ag tach- -

_hical “and. gkill develop-’

ment training, housing; -
Philhealth enrollment, -

legal -aasistance. and oth. R

er benefits offored by :the

The official vigited the -
oliceman - and
officers .in Bau.
ko and. paid tribute. to
their- gallantry in uaction, L
solicemgn_ have

displayed theit -commit-
ment apd dedication. to
service -and despite the
anger, had the will to
fight,” he gaid,

- Both - Dickson: and-
Philitp ine National Palice
chief,. Director . Genegal
D.. Albayalde of-

Osear

pathies to the family of
‘atrolman - Wilfredo

“Padawil of the ~1602nd

Maneuver Company of
the Cordillera 16th Re-
gional Mobile Foree Bai-
talion, the ‘cop- who was
killed in the Bavko clash,
Another policeman iden-
tified as Corporal * Eir-
phil Lapniten was also )
wounded in the sanie
‘encounter, L :
., Another polichman
identified onl%;]'as Corpo-

ral Cesil was killad.in,_ the

later NPA attacl, :
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ViILE slams pollce over
Sur clash

Former Moro reﬂxeﬁ gmugs fnﬁes pmtest, says PNP vaoiated ceasefire terms

in encoumer that E&llled 4 of nts fighters

By Bong S. Sarmiento
@ingmindanao

DAVAO CITY—The Mord Is-
Jamic Liberation Front (MILF)

on Friday filed a protestagainst

the police for allegedty violating. - |
MILE panel in the Coordinating -

a ceasefire agreement in the
deadly clash in  Madamba,
Lanao del Sitr province, that left
four Movo fighters dead.

This developed as Presxd(,n-
tial Peace Adviser Carlito Galvez
Ir. described the incident as "an
isolated case,” but appealed to
government security forces to

killing of four men, whom the

_MILF later-identified as mem-

bers of its Bangsamoro Islamic
Armed Forces-(BIAF).. '

E1ght soldiers who Jomecl

- the police team were wounded

and one policeman remained .

- missing as of Friday morning.

- Malang said .the CCCH was
working to locate the misqing
policeman.

Von Al Haq, spokespel 501 for
the BIAF, said the government
troops involved in the operation
should have coordinated . with
the CCCH to prevent-the clash.

be prudent in_conducting’ law
enforcement operations in the

“new Bai'ngsammo Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao

-{BARMM)-to-avoid. Jeopardlzmg -
_the peace processin the South,

Butch Malang, chalr of the

Committee on the Cessation of
Hostilities (CCCH) told the In-

_quirer that pelice did not in-

form his group about their op-

eration at Barangay IHan. '
“There was ne coerdination

with the CCCH and clearly this

is-a violation of the ceasefire

The . government ar';d'. the

MILF, he explained, have nof .
sighed an “exit agreement” de-.
spite the éreation of the BARMM,;.

meaning all mechanisms under
the peace process.have not been
dissolved. :

Order to stand down

AlHag said the MILF had or-
dered its fighters in Madamba
and neighboring towns to stand
down.

“{We ovdered them] 10t to be
swayed by their emotions [and
to] totally observe and respect all

agreement, The clashes. could |
have been prevented if there .
was coordination,” Malang said
ina phone interview. . . _
Accordmg to him, the w]lage is
an MILF -populated commumty .

:W_arran_tsof arrest
A police’ tearn was. serving

- warrants of arrest edrly on Thurs-

day against. several suspects in
the murder of a village official
when the clash occured at Ilian,
Police claimed the suspects
resisted arrest and that the en- -
suing firvefight resulted in the

peace mechanisms with the sole
intent of protecting the gains of
the peace process,” he gaid.

Galvez said the military, the
police .and: local officials were
planning to hold a dialogue with
the MILF's 1o02nd Base Com-
mand to normalize the situation.

“They. should -bear in mind
the supremacy:of the peace pro-
cess and the safety of the oper-
ating troops should always pre-
vail, and consider the strategic
implications of their tactical ac-
tions,” Galvez told the Inguirer
ina text message. INQ
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- MILF fighters killed i

- “AlHag confitmed that the

~clash -oceurred in an MILE .
enclave covered by a ceasefire

- agreement-with the govern-"

ment, “We learned-that there.

LANAO DEL-SUR -~ Four
suspects were killed, three
of them Moro Islamic Lib~
eration Front (MILF) guerril-

las, while eight police officers:

were wounded in shootouts in
Madamba, Lanao del Sur.on -

Thuesday. . . o
Abomay Abdulazis, Zainodin

Macalanitas Ameril and Ma-
cabuntal Alican allegedly shot it

out with police officers Serving

- warrants of arrest in Barangay -

oA certatn Césara .Mat_:alahtas

" as also killed ini the police op-
.efatons, - - R
Voru:Al-Hag, spokesian-for
the MILF's Bangsamoro slarnic
.. Armed Forces, said Abdulazis,
Ameril and Alican were MILF - . gi

was no- prior coordination, g

" he told reporters,

“Brig. Gen. Graciano Mij aﬁ-_zs,

Bangsamoro Autonomous Re-.
16n inMuslim Mindanao polics.
directon, said four M16 rifles and

- ad0-millimeter grenade lamcher

were _mmvemd?ﬁom- the fatalities,

" 'Col. Madzgani Mukaram,
“Lanao del Sur police ditector, -
- gaid thie wounded: olice of- -
“ficers remain ‘confined in a

hospital, .
Mideatam said twe villag-:

ers wete also. wounded after

they, ?lffi-e hitby steay-bullets! -

- John Unson

fightets under-Abu Hanif,
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4MILF ﬁghters_

slain in Lanao

Sur gunﬁghts

_ '-COTABATQ : GI’I‘Y. L TFour mern.-
bers of the Moro: Islamie Liberation

- Front (MILF) were killed while e:ghtz :

© cops were wounded in gunflghts in
Madamda, Lanao del Su1 on. Thurs~

day,

a guerilla named Zanadin Macalatas,
who was wanted for murder.

Senior officials of the Police Re-
gional Office-Bangsamoro Autono-

The skirmishes oceurr ed inBaran-
. gay Hlian, Madamba town when MILF
gunmen reportedly opened fire ona.
police team which was trying to arrest -

MANILA: BULLETIN ™ ——

' ':mous Regmn in. Mushm Mmdanao_
- said personiel‘of the Lanao del Sur
provineial police were fired upon. hy

Macaalas and his three companions,
prompting thein to return fire, :
Maeaalas and his companions,

- identified. as Alikhan Usman, Casara |
- Macalatas and Usop Abduldmz weré

killed in the ensuing gunfight, aceord-

ing to an initial report fmm PRO—'

BARMM,

While the police, team was moving :

out.of the bloody scene; relatives ofthe
slain MILF members attacked, spark-

policemen waounded, the repoit said.

A police officer has also been re-
ported missing, allegedly snatehed by
MILF ginmen at gunpoint.

-The Lanao del Sur provincial |

police, in a.report to PRO-BARMM

.ing a running firefight thai left eight ;

headquarters in Maguidanao, said the
guertilas also torched the police patrol |

- vehicle.of the raiding team.
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._4 sla m 8 NP'o-fﬂcers

B L

. MM{AWI CIW, Three-ofithe. ﬁve want- )
ed for murder'and, one civilian:

caught in, crossfire, were killed

_during:a. pohce operation in

.Madamba town, sou;hwest partof

~ Bight police ofﬁcers were:

wounded, while one was reported
mlssmg after the firefight,

 Col; Madzgani Mukaram, Lanao

' del Sur Police Provincial Office

chief, said police: dperatives were

serving an- arrest: warrant against

Usop Malubay Abdulazis; Abdula-

zis Macalantas Abomay; Zainodin
Moro -Macalantas Ameril; Alican

Macabuntal, alias:Mkigtlsman;.
.and Usman Barating Macabuntal
for murder:issuedby-Branch 10 of
‘the Regional Trlal Court in Lanao
‘del Sur when thefirefight ensued
between: the- operatlves -and-the
- suspects. e

Res:denta, hewever, e!ated o
different version of the incident: -

-Salic Mangompia Mai posted
on social media that-his relatives
in Barangay:Itian were awaken by
burst of gunfire-at about. 1.a.m.
When they dooked out they saw
police mobile cars, .
, It was leatned that some of

those served with arrest warrant,

were members of the Moro Istamic
Liberation Front (MILE).but the
‘police didinot coordinaté with the
“Governiment of the Philippines-

dedin Lanao ops

".Mll F Comdmatmg commutee

" Police identified- the shainsus-

‘pects as - Abdulazis, Ameril, Ma-

cabuntal -and Casata Macalatas,
whowas not ngluded: in the atrest
warrant, ' .
Wounded pohce ofﬁcers were_
identified as Capt. Glen Lyka
Gevero, Capt. Mark Harty Bog]osa, _
Senior Master Sgt. Marlon Panitan,

Staff Sgt. Magno Olete, Staff Sgt.
Nifio- Cadano, Corporal (Cpl.) |
- Ropald Rosco, Cpl. Oimar Masakal |

and Patrolman A_rr_lel,Mor_xta_lIana :
- Cpl. Gilbert Males was reported
to be still missing as of the latest

count on Fhursday.

- Mukaram said the law enforcers
were met by a volley of fire from-
high caliber of firearms from the
suspects as they approached - the
area; -which triggered an armed‘
confrontation. . -

- Recovered from the slain sus-

~ pects-three M16 Rlﬂes, an-M203 !

Grenade Launcher, seven short
magazings, two long magazines,.
and 102 live M16 ammiunition,
:Brig..Gen. Graciano’ Mija-
ris,. police regional director of

'Bangsamoro Auttoniomons Re-

gion-in Mushm Mindanao, vis-
ited the wounded police -at the
hospital and awarded them the
Medalya ng Sugatang Magiting,
k MASIDING NOOR YAHYA
AND-ROY D.R. NARRA




ISIS-inspire
smtan Kudarat blast

. réapotisible for ‘fawe gimitlar
-improvised explosive device.

THE signature of the
‘bomb which was detonat-
ed inside a chicken res-
taupant in Isufan, Sultan

Rudearat bore the signas
ture of an I8IS-nspived
‘teyror group which has’

gained notoriety for itsin-

vblvementin extortion ag-

‘tivities in Mindanao, Po-
Hee Regional Office 12-di-
réctor, Brigadier General
Eliseo T. Rasco told the
Journal Croup yesterday.

Fhe official said that

that the improvised explo-

sive device which weiit off.

 fneide the Carlite’s Chicken
House injuring 18 innecent .

victims appear to be very

similar to these used by
the Dawlah Islamiyah Ter-

rovisk Group led by one Abu

TPuraife- i thetr previous
attacks on establishments
which- have refused: their *
-extortion demands, .

- Raseo said thabwith these

findings, . they now-ate. jook-
ing at the gronp of Turaife as

the primary suspedts-in the °
_hombmg According te him,
the TSIS-inspired DITG was

algo the same group tagged

ed group behm-!

(IED) explosions ‘in’ [sulan
sunicipalify on- Adgust 28,

2018 and September 2, 2018
'_msmctwely

~“Bomb expoits noticed

‘that the components - of the

1ED. which went off ingide;
the Chicken house ave very
sinnilar to-the ores used in
the ‘two. bombing mmdents
in isulan last year,”.the

PRO12 divector. snid after

vigiting the hlast site and
talking with officers of the
Special Inveatigation Task.
Groug Carlite and log

government officials: ﬂ,

- PNP

Rm,co has catied on all |
officers and mien of the.
SITG Carlito o ensure that
the bomb-attack will be im-
mediately solved and crim-
ihal cases filed againat the
perpetrators. . :

The official said that |
during: questioning, the
owner of the TER-hit estab-
listinent said that prior to
the incident, -an unidenti-
fied caller tnld i to give |.

_them money or his vestau-

vant will e bombed: The
suspect also sent the owner-
similar text messages cloim-
ing they were members of
the Abit Twraife Group:

their investigation showed
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Abu saya ' cap
‘while escaping

condemned the shootmg off '

April 2019

' By ROEL PAREﬁO o

ZAMBOAN GA CITY Marme soldters rescued a Ma- ’

laysian'who was shot while escaping fiom his Abu Sayyaf
captors during an encuuntex in Baugumgtu town off Sulu

on Thursday.

Reports from the Western _

_Mmdanao Command (West—
mincom) identified the victim
as Jari Bin Abdullah, who

was kidnapped along with.

two Indenesian fishermen in

Pegasus.reef in Sandakan dast -

December. -

. Col, Gerry Bes:ana, chtn
.mincom spokesman, said
Abdullph was with a group
of bandits led by Najir Azik,

who clashed with personnel of

the Marine Battalion Landing
Team-9 under the Philippine

Baxangay Bahkaan on Slmusa
Island af about 4:25 pm,

Lt Col; Gerald Monfoit,
Iomt_ Task Force Sulu. (JTFS)

spokesman, said Abdullah
4 0.m

portedl-y in ‘critical condi-

tion, was airlifted to a hos-
'gﬁal at Canip Gen. Teodulfo

autista in Barangay Bus-

bus, Jole for tréatmenit.

Brig, Gen. Divino. Rey

Pabayo, JTFS and. 11th In~

Marme Ready Forcé Sulu in '-fantry Dmsxon commande1,.. '

- the: captive.. . :
s an indication of the:
.group s:hopelessness and be-
. ing desperate as they are now
-.surrounded: by our- uoops,”‘
-Pabayo szud T '

4 Emmiﬁts
3 s@ﬂdiars sﬁaﬁn

Meanwlnle four Abu Sayyaf‘
‘bandita and three soldle
o were killed 4 in;ane
0. wasire-,

Patilkul yesterdla

Ve
Besana said 13 othm sol-
-on our side, we will further

diers and nine bandits were

wounded in the clash in Sitio

Atol, Barangay Lati h ataround
6:50 am.
= The: wouncled soidwrs wem

evacuated fo- a mlhtary hospb '

aImIolo o e

_the Abu Sa
;. tinizpusly
wherever anhd whoever lhey

Besana '.._Gai'd ‘the-bandits,

~who were led by Hatib

Hajan, Sawadjaan, escaped
toward the forested arca of
Mt. Dahu;-

"+ “The operalion is ongoing

and intermittent firefights ..,
werereported,” he said, Besana
said the operation is part

_of the offensive of the JTFS
. against Abu Sayyaf bandits
“who attempted to kidnap a
-group of elementary teach-

£OrS in Bamnpay Kan-Ag1 on.

uesday. -
“With the people of Su[u"

intensify our campaign against .
af. We will con-
funt them down _

“Pabdyo-said,” :
TL e Wxth }alme Laude -
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By NONOYE LACSON -

AMBOANGA CITY — Three

e

. s others were wounded, in an
4 encounterwith an estimated 80
gunmen of the Abu Sayyaf Group{ASG)
in Patikul, Sulu .at sunrise Friday,
Amilitary reporireaching the Arined

Forces of the Philippines, Western Min-

danao Command (AFP-WestMinCom)
here, Friday, indicated that the group of
ASG was led by Hatih Sawadjaan also

suffered several fatalities and wounded

comrades, : . :
" The military said the encounter took

place in Sitio Atol, Barangay Latih in
Patikul, Sulu about 6:50 am yesterday.
The firefight was stili ongoing, the re-
port said. .

iers killed in

" soldiers were killed, while 13

- eluding the pursuit military operations

Philippine Air Force (PAF) ganship |
helicopter have given the ground troops
aerial support as they chased the ASG
into the hinterlands of Barangay Latih, |
* . The military detachment located in |

. Barangéy Latih and Barangay Danag

delivered four rounds of 81mm and five
rounds of 8lim mortar shelis in the |
divection of the ASG, the military report -
said, | T
. Soldiers from the 21st Infantry Bat- |
falion stations in'the two barangays
were immediately dispatched to form a |
blocking foree to prevent the ASG from |

against them.. g

Soldiers from the 415t IB located in -
Barangay Buhanginan were already
moved to Barangay Bungcaong to join |
in the opérations. i

t
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 saic an carlics bullein of the West

‘Lt, Col Gerard Monfort,

* spokesman for the Philippine
"Army's 11th lnﬁntry Division,
' saidthe 5th Scout Ranger Battalion
“clashed with about 80 ASG
“gikinien under. notorious com-
j_ m hder Ha]an Sawad]aan at Smo'

AMBOANGA CITY Fresh flghtmg_.
between pm—Isamlc State mllltants-;‘
. and government troops erupted on
Fnday in Pakitul, Suly, killing four members :
| of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and three

soldlers, with more than 20 wounded

At_cyl, Barangay Latlh _l_n__l?_atlkul. o

"“Heavy firefight ensued which’

resulted in the wounding of 13
rangers and the death of three oth-
ers, while casualties on the enemy

suie are yet to be deteimmed l-lre-; :

ern Mindanac Command.

‘But ‘the atest updaie said the -
clashes, wluch lagted for about -
30 minutes, also resu!ted in the:

_death of four: tertorists and the
~ wounding of nine.others, -

‘The'recent fighting came a day

after Malaysian hostage Jari bin
- Abdullah, 24, was shot and wound-
. edduringa ﬂreﬁghtbetween troops

and the bandits ‘on Stmisa Island

- off Bangumgm town, about 5,100

kilometers away from Patikel, (See
related stoty above)) :

- “Marines recovered Abdiillah and
“was brought to-a military base in
* J6lo, but his condition remained

inknown,

The ASG prevxous!y threatened
to éxecute Abdullah along with
two-other Indonesian fishers Hexi
Ardxansyah 19, dnd Hanadm 45,

i their governments- or; employer

milhons of pesos, ‘
" Monfort said the wounded had
beenevacuated: by Philippine
Air Force plane to Kuta Heneral
Bautista S_ta_t:on Hospital in jolo. _
He added that the soldiers
suffered minor wounds from
shrapnel and were riow-in siable
condition, while the rest of Joint

fail to pay ransom ru’:j}mg mto

 Task Force Sulu were pursuing the

ﬂeemg bandits:
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-FOUR. Abu ESﬁyyaf: Group-membiers

tikul battl

TR

and thiee- soldiers wete: killed; while
22:others were wow ded -in:a clasi in

Patikul, Sulu, on Friday, ©

. Troops: from: the 5th Scout Ranger

Baftalion were. patrolling at ayound _
650" aim, - when - they “encounteied
around 80 Abu Sayyaf members i’
Sitio- Atol, ' Basangdy - Latih; *Western.
Mindanao - Cominand - -spokesman -
Colonel Getry Besana said. . - ‘
. "The Abu Sayyafencountered by the
soldiers’ were under sub-leadsr Hatlb
Hajani  Sawadjaay, ~who - allegedly :
masterninded: the twin sxplosions at
Mt. Carmel Cathedral in Jalo, Suly on
January 27, At least: 23 people were
kitied and over a hunidred others wete
injured in that attack _ '

The: same group were also behind
the April 2 attack ‘on teachers in
Patikul, leaving iwo of the potice
escorts injured, Besana.added. .

“The 30-minute -fierce fitefight
resulted to four killed ‘and nipe
wounded on the enemy (Abu ‘Sayyaf).

~side while theé AFP troops snfféred -

three killed-in-action and 13 others
wounded, ™ he said, : L

Troops under the Joint TaskForce
Sulu were pursuing the remainirig
members of the group encountered by
the government forces, Besana noted

The injured soldiers were ailified
vin helicopter to a military hospital in
Jolo, Ite said. '

“Most of the 'wounded soldiers
sutfered slight injury due to shrapnel
wounds and ate flow in stable condition,”
snid Besana, Franeisco Tuyay




-

“miyembro ng
Philippine Ariny.
Scout Ranger, habang 4
sa bandidong Abuw Sayyaf
Group (ASG) nang mag-

kasagupa ang dalawang.

panig kalapon ng smaga
sa Brgy. Latih, Patikul,
Sulw,

atay ang iatlong: -

Sa teport ni.Lt. Col,
Gerald Monfort, $pokes-

man.ng Joint Task Force'
(ITE) Sulu, dakong.alas-
-6:50 ng nmaga nang.

makdengkuwentro ng
5th Scout Rangor Bat-

1alion ang nasa 80 mi-
yembro ng Abu Sayyaf”

sa ilalim ng pamurdunoni

Halib Hajan Sawadjaan.

sa Sitio Atol, Brgy, Latih,

Patikul ng lalawigan: .
 Ang prapo ni Sawad-

“joan ay sangkot sa Jolo

Cathedral bombing sa
latawigan nig Sulu noong

Briero 27,2019 na kumiti]

ag buhay ng 23 katao
habangmakigitpa sa 100
angmasugatan.. .
Ang palitan ng putok
&y lumagal ng 30 minu-

to hanggang sa ‘maij--

Byig. Gon. Divino Rey

Pabayd, Comumander Ag

JTF Sulu,.ang combat

operation 8y’ b.ah&gj_ ng
pursuit operation Jaban

sa mga ekiremistang Abu
Sayyaf nanasa likod ng
pag-ntake sa mga-gure s

" Bryy. Kan-Agi,, Patikul,

Sulu noong nakalipas na

‘Abul Zog taong it
7 Apg mga nasugatang:
sundalo ay nagtamo ng.

bahagyany sugat s& ka-
tawan ay nasa m%ms ng

kondisyon.
®

~ Nina JOY.CANTOS st RHODERICK BENEZ -

.- taboy ang mga kalaban
ng -mabilis na uniatras
sa bakbakan bitbit anj

- tiga sugatan sa kaiiilang
panig.

Ayen. naman kay
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. Angpalitanin putok

%F*ggavé"m« ol - A
L OEREYON NSl sy Wtal et

7 patay sa Su
- Tationg.miyembro ng éf
ippine Army:at.apat na.bandiden
patay matapos sumiklatrang panioa

o 'Pamﬁ;l_i:suu e

" nai
—80°A 6

_bandido. ang sugatan samatinding bakbakan.

fig: i _aan{tqwehlrd:-jﬁlla ng

- bombingsa ilawigan ng Sulpnoong Enéro 27, 2019.
sufok: ay: tumagal:ng 30-minuto

hanggang:sa maitaboy-ang mge kataban na mabills

nia- umnatras: sa-bakbakan bitbit ang mga sugatan -

- nilang kasamahian;

Una hang naglunsad ng malawakang opensiba

ang.Joint Task Force Sulu noong.nakaraang iingga
-laban sa’ pinagsanib na puwerss ni-Abu Sayyaf

itk Monfon, nagsasags .
o miga tropa:ng:6th Scout Ranger Battallon -
' fayarg nese

- |gadlers Raduian Sakilron at Sawadlaan ria umano'y
£ nagupomﬁppws&?aﬁku_l;.smu;F(JoyCanfos)i 7/

A3 péhg:SUndal_'o_;é"t'.s_ny'éﬁi_ fia mga °

- Ang mgarkalaban: ay kabilang.sa grupo: ni:Hatib. -
Hajan Sawad)aah. na sangkot sa Jolo. Cathedral .
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wing a ﬁreﬁght.

- between provisiamic-State Far- Abdul

dits and-governnient ttoops.
-Sifnisa !sland off the provmce
“of Sulu.

. Trocps recovered jan ‘bin

Abdullah, 24; on’ Simisa lsland
where security forces had én-
gaged Sayyaf fighters under Najir-
Arik in sporadic clashes since last

_month, .

Abdullah was recovered on
Thursday afternoon, but the West-
eri Mindanao Command only re-
ported it on Friday, In a conflicting
teport, it claimed Abduliah was
retrieved by Marines who were

pursuing the ASG gunmen, but

Amilitary photo shows
Malaysfan hostage Jaribin-
Abdullah who was shot duving a.

* clash between Abu Sayyaf bandits -
and government troops on Simlsa
Istanid off Sulu province.

fer 100ps élfgaged

“the 'militants under Najir Arik

on Simisa Island,” the Western
Mmd'lmo Command said in 2

" statement.

It'added: “The jomt Task Force
Suly, under Brig, Gen. Divino-Rey
Pabayo Jr, said Abdullah managed
to escape, but was shot by his cap-
tors before he was secured by the
troops,”

It also-quoted Pﬂbayo as say-

ing:' “The act of shooting the
kidnap victim-is indicative of the
Abu- Sayyaf's hopelessness and
despetateness as the militants are

~ now-surrounded by our pursuing

treops. The Arimed Forces of the
Philippines in Sulu is now more
motwated ta hunt down' these
tertorists.”

The military-said Abdullah was

-airlifted by a helacopter 1o a mili-

tary hospital in Jolo, -

- Lt. Gen. Arnel de I Vega, chief
. of the Western Mindanao Corn- -

mand, said the ASG was still

- hiolding several hostages on- the

forested island and soldiers were
deployed in Simisa to rescue the
captives. "Matine troops continte

- their pursuit and offensives to run

down militants and rescue captives

on the island. Troops maxiiize

combat arid intelligence bulld»up '

“to track down and close in on
evading terrorisis, delivering de-

1 liberate operations to ensure the
" safety of kidnap vicfims on Slmisa

Island,” hesaid.

The ASG had previously threat-
ened to execute Abdullah along
with two other Indonesian fishers

Heri Ardiansyah, 19, and Hari-

adin; 45, If thelr-governments ot

employer fail to pay ransom rin-

ning into millions of pesos,
The captors also phoned Abdul-

lah's wife, Nadin Junianti, in .

February telling her that no Ma-
laysian authorities or negottators
had contacted them to secure her
husband's release.

The gunmen said that her -

&2

band would face difficulties if
there was ro contact from Ma-
laysia, They also asked her for

- telephone contacts of Malaysian

Journalists. The woman has re-
peatedly appealed to Malaysian
authorities to help secure her
husband’s release, She said it was
the second tiine the: k:dnap group
had contacted her.

The militants are l)elieved-to
be holding nearly a dozen cap-
tives, mostly foreigners. Sabah:
Police: Commissioner Datuk
Omar Mammah said authorities
were working with their Philip-
piné counterparts to secure the
reease of the hostages who were
kidnapped at sea off Sandakan in
Sabah on Dece. 5, 2018,

K‘)f AL JAC!NTO
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Malaysian na dinukot
. Nasagip ng tropa ng.
militar ang isang Matay-

sian kidnap victim miata:
pos.na masabat habang
sugatang - tumatakas sa
mga humahabol na kid-
nappers ng: Abu Sayyaf
Group {ASG) sa Simusa
-island, Brgy. Bahkaan,
Banguingy; Sulu nitong
Huwebes ng gabi, -

~ Kiniala Bi L1, Col.

Gerald Monfoit, Spokes-
man ng Joint Task Force
. WTF)Sulu ang nafligtas

na si Jari- Bin Abdullsh
na kasaina ng datawang’

Indenesian crew i bini:
hag. ng .grupo ng-mga
bandido at itinatagc sa
nasabing-ista, - . ..

Bandang alas-8:40

hggabi, nang magawang -

makatakas ni Abdullah

sa kanyang mga abduc-

tors pero habang siva
ay tumatakbo, nagising
ang mga bandido kaya
hinabol siya at binaril.
Bagama't sugatan, nag-

g Sa

yyaf, nasagip

tatakho ang dayuhan

hanggany sa makasalu-
*bong ng fropa ng Philip-
- pineMarine Ready Fofce
Suly (PMAFS) na nag-

Sasagawa ng security

ki}driappers sa Simusa

Island.

- Napifitan naman éng
mga-terorista sa’ pamu-
munc ni Najir Arik na

“operation laban.sa mga

‘magsialras matapos na

inakipagpalitan ng pitok

s2 mga sundalo bago

nagsitakas. (Joy Cantos)
> . .
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M ulaysian kidnap victim n

Tang Malaysian kid-.

nagi victim .ang nasagip
ng-teipa ng rnilitarha-
bany sugatang tumalakas

sa-mga. humakabol-na -

Kicnappers niton bandi-
dong:Abu Sayyaf -Group

(ASGY sa Sitnusa Island,.

_Brgy. Bahkaan, Bangi-
g, Sufu kamakatawa
ng gabi, :

_ Kinilala ni 1Lt Col.
Gerald Monforl, Spoles-
man ng Joint Task Foice
(ITFy Sulu ang nailigtas
na biktimia na gidaid Bin
Abdullah, kabilang 58

- tatlong hostages ng mga
bandide sa-nasabing isla,

. Ang dalawa pa ay
mga Indonesiancrew. 118
Dbinihag ng grupo ng g
bandide na itinatago ng

mga ito sa nasabing isla.
Bandang alas-8:40

_ng gabi nang magawang
makatakas ni Abdullahsa

kaniyang mga abductors :

pore habang tumatakbo

ito By’ nagising ang-mga-
bandido. hinabol .ito: &t

binacil. -7 A
Bagaman nasugalan

iy nagtatakbo ang Kidoap:
victim at habang hina-...

habol, ito ng g arma:

.dong bandido-ay nakasi-

jubong naman ngiropA ng

" Philippifie Marine Ready
Force Sulu(PMRFS) na .

nagsadagawa hyg securily

operation laban sa mga

kidnappers sa Simusa
Istand. - ’
[atl) e e 4

&N

g Abu, nasagip

;-7 Napilitan namign ang
-mga bandide -sa pamu-
ung, ni Najir Arikona
- mggsiatras matapos na
-makipagpalitan ng putok
“satehpa ng mgd sundalo..
Ang palitan ng putok.:
‘ay tanagal ng 13 minuto
_bago nagsitakas ang-mga
“bandido:sa‘takot na mala-
‘gasanng puwersa.
Wala naming naiwat
na fiasugatal sk panig
g tropa ng militar sa”
nangyacing bakbakpn.

. Z-Jay-C(mtos"

N
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Terrorist group led Isulan blast

By Gladys Mas Ablon )
and Kathleen Rae Bulguerin

Probers are now investigating
the possible involvement of the
Dawlah Islamiyah group led by
‘Abu Toraife in a restauvant blast
inisulan, Sultan Kudarat recently.

Soccsksargen Police chief
Brig, Gen. Eliseo Rasco said the
suspecls are probably from the
group who had been staying in
the Maguindanao area.

Recovered parts of the
improvised explosive device from
the blast area were the same as
that used in the explosion in
August last year in the town of
Isulan aliegedly committed by the
Dawlah Islamiyah group.

“Fragments recovered were
also the ones used to blow up
Isulan last year like the nails,

the placeiment of the device and
other details,” the official added.

There were I8 people injured
in the explosion near the
entranee of Garlite’s Chicken.

Authorities had earlier
theorized the restaurant owner
probably refused to respond to an
extortion message sent to them
last week as a possible motive
for the bombing,

There were 18 people
iInjured in the explosion
near the entrance of . -
Carlito’s Chicken,

Meanwhile, one of the three
hostages kidnapped by the Abu
Sayyaf Group recently was
found wounded by the military
in Simusa [slan, Banguingd, Suly
after escaping from the terrorist
group led by Najir Arik,

Before he was rescued,
a l6-minute firefight ensued
between the ASG and the Marine
Battalion Landing Team 3 around
4:26 p.n. Thursday, _

During the fivefight, the vietim
tried to escape but was shot by his
eaptors in the process, He was later
found by the Philippine Marine
Ready Force Sulu abandoned by
the ASG during their withdrawal

* The wounded kidnap vietim
was given first aid and was
brought to Kuta Heneral Teodutfo
Bautista via helicopter for proper
medical treatment, ~_2

There were no casnalties on
the government side,

Brig. Gen, Divine Rey Pabayo
Jr, Commander of JTF Sulu said
that “sliminating the ASG is the
only answer in attaining lasting
peace in Suln.”
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- Initiatives like bt_aﬁd audits conducted by NGOs .
at waste disposal sites show that its the multinational
" cotporationsthat-are top contributors to the detritus.
- This only highlights.the usgency of tapping the pri-
.. vategector-to.cooperatein whatever niggardly effort
. governinent un ettakes to achieve a modicum of

- th a“ abOUt the Whale suc]fiilendeavors td find a sgl.tttion._to' this cfisis,

. the keyword is sustainable. Only by insisting on
ave you heard the one’ ~development that does not compromise the future’s .
about the dead whale
- K. that washed uporishore, |-

its belly bursting from all the
plastic it ingested? The next day, -
they suspended the elections. Ap--.
_patently, there was no candidate
remaining to campaign. -
Our apologies for the irrever- ' _
ence. To trljle whale. As for candidates for public office; :
they do deserve the label though no one deserves to :
be swallowed up. We're seeing more and more plastic
these days in all the distortions and contortions of
principle in the name of the vote, Cuaresma is a sac-|
rifice but when it coincides with the general elections - - th : _
and the campaign period every three years. It's asif | - Thegood senator cannot fathom the reasons why
we descended down another circle of hell. w6 would refuse to act when it's a stronger country
Return tomyth. The whale’s misfortune is a meta- that we face across the ring. This is weakness ac-
phor here but the true story on which it is based is . cordirig-to Lacson. And it is compounded-by further.
‘innately tragic. Whales, with their increasirigly rare .- impotence wherit is advertised and even advanced
sightings, have become the unicorns of the oceans. - asajustification, This will inviteheightened bullying.
The narwhal species, with its protruding horn, is | Yes, why notjust Jay down, atlow them in and occupy
called precisely that. The death of any one whaleow- | the entire country? :
ing to our negligence is a wound we can hardly reat. President Benigno Aquino Il faced the same bully
1t's a stark reminder of how delicate the balance of - and the same fearsome missiles. But he didn't fold his
our marine ecosystem has become. And-also of how. . cards, He went to the Hague. And what he did there
our carelessness will come back to haunt us. " and what he won there is a ﬁaragon of what little
The episode in the Philippines was preceded last - fellows can do and achieve when he decides that he
year by similar incidents around the world. Just this - can face down giants. _ o
week, there was another one in [taly. Whales of dif- Warmer days ahead., “Neither snow nor rainnor heat
ferent species have been washing up, killed by all.  norgloom of night...” When Herodotus wrote this im-
the plastic they swallow: Sperm in Spain, Pilot in mortal line from his-epic “Histories”, he may not have

. ERNESTO P. MACEDA, Jr.

‘needs can we hope to succeed in meeting the needs -
_ofthe present. . . : B
Emiperor’s new clothes. Add Senator Panfilo
" Lacson to the growing nurmber of statesmen chomp-
ing at the bit each time Sec. Sal Panelo turns from
spokesman for the Philippine President to spokes-
~ man for China, specially on developments in the
West Philippine Sea. Lacson’s credible solo, added
_to.the Del Rosario-Carpio Morales duet, affiemns in -
* erescendo the voice of that segment uncomfortable
_with the progressive sutrender of our prerogatives,
Yes, there remain a few, a happy few, band of broth-
-ers, endowed with the courage to rally even against
“the most frightful odds. SO '

Thailand, Sperm in Indonesia, Cuvier's beaked here
in Compostela Valley, Sperm in Italy.

. Whales are the obvious avatars of the multitude of

matine species that are affected by the crisis of plastics

pollution—fish, birds, turtles, seals - afl are victimized

 directly. Youand I, being on top of the food chain, are !

fhe ones prejucliced indirectly as when the microfibers
of the plastics ingested by our marine diet transfers
to our own digestive systems. _ :
Tragedy of the commons. According to scientists,
every single piece of plasticever made still exists, Un-
less somethiing is done to regulate plastics production

or (o treat it as the hazardous waste that it actually is,
the projection is that by 2050, plastics will outweigh 4

all the fish in the sea.

anticipated how it might be used someday in a context
other than the relay-like postal system employed by Per-

 sian couriers. Of course ithas been informalg_: adopted

a5 a motto by the US Postal service, But in the present
setting, we useit to reference the unflagging assaultby
our candiclates.on an anxious electorate.

It's been a struggle for them, thus far, having to-
campaign in this intolerable heat. Not only are they
debilitated by the high temperatures, even their tar-
gets are wilting with their receptiveness turning into
reproof. And its only going to get hotter. By the time
election day comes around, it might jyst be a case of
Jlast man standing wins the vote. ‘{j _

Universidad de Manila, Yesterday, 3,000new gradu-
ates were conferted their bachelor’s, masteral and doc- -

toral diplomasby the Universidad de Manilaat the PICC
Plenary Hall. This brings to 39,930 the total number of
_ Manilénos that the UDM has graduated ever since it was
established in 1995. Congratulations Mayor Joseph E.
Estrada and the City Council of Manila. Their sustained
‘support for the Uniiversity through the years has made
an enormous difference in the lives of tl",lese graduates,
their families and their communities,
" &

The Philippines hes a starring role in this horror”
story. We are a world leader in matine ollution, the |
-31d largest matine pollutant what with.our *gachet :
economy” coupled with our shameful absence of
discipline. Here are some of our numbers: 60 billion ~
sachets per year, 17.5 billlion shopping bags. Don't: -
look at the whalé. Just think Manila-bay clean'up,’
Binondo estero clean up and wonder where the plastic:
inyour home ends up ultimately. I
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Deeper look into
- of 14 farmers in N

N efinitely justified are the strong:
P public outrage and calls for:
R impartial investigation into
the killing last March 30.0f 14 farmers,
by police and military forces in joint
day-long operations in Canlaon City
and the towns of Manjuyod and Sta.
Catalina in Negros Oriental. .
The Philippine National Police has
justified the killings, as the operations
were supposedly intended to search
for and confiscate illegal firearms. And
Malacafiang, through the presidential
spokespersori, promptly backed up the
justification: that the persons gunned
down during the search operations

* "fought back.” " Such a claim — “nanii-

ban” in the police linge -~ has become
the standard rationale for the killing
of thousands of suspected.illegal drug

- users and pushers since Duterte as-

sumed the presidency in July 2016 and
launched his “war on drugs” through
Oplan Tokhang. -

However, Negros Oriental Gover--
nor Roel Degamo and Bishop Gerardo
Alminaza of San Carlos City (Negros

' Occidental) weren’t convinced by.these
‘explanations. Similarly unconvinced

and outraged were the relatives of the
victims, witnesses to the killings, and
human rights and people’s organiza-

tions who all have raised questions and -

demanded a thorough investigation. °
The Commission on Human Rights-
took preliminary steps to look into.:
the incidents, with its Centtal Visayas
director saying he would check on
reports he had received that “what-
happened were tokhang-type killings.”
PNP chief Oscar Albayalde ordered the
relief of four Negros Oriental police
officials purportedly to clear the way

Y

Service; the gati :
‘on-whether the joint operations had

he slay = |

egros = ¥
forwhatlie called an “impartial inves. .
tigation” by the' PNP-Internal Affairs
je dir Hon would fodus |

complied withexisting rulés of engage-

ment and-relevant jurisprudence. .
At the Hotise of Représentatives,

the Makabayan bloc. of “partylist rep-

- resentatives has sought congressional -

action by filing two resolutions. The °
first resolution urges the committee on
human rights to hold a public investi-

-gation. on the killings. The othet calls

for the scrapping of “Oplan Sauron”, |
the implementing program in Negros
of President. Duterte’s Memorandum

i)

 Cireular No:32, . - :

It was through Oplan Sauron that |
the joint police-tilitary teams carried
out the oddly-named “Synchronized

‘Enhanced Managing Police Operation™

which Jed to the March 30 killings in
Negros, .
The Makabayan bloc’s suggested
inquiries, starting with Memo Circular
32, can provide a deeper and wider
perspective not only on the March 20
killings. It could also shine a light on
similar operations carried out earlier:
one of these happened in Guihulngan -
City (Negros Oriental) on Dec. 27-29,

-2018, in which six persons were killed

and sevetal others arrestéd for alleged
illegal possession of firearms.
- Memo Cireular 32, issued on Nov,
22, 2018, provides “reinforcing guide-
lines” for the AFP and PNP in imple-
menting “measures to suppress and
prevent lawless violence.” -'
It was issued pursuant to President
Duterte’s Proclamation No. 55, issued
on Sept. 4, 20186, declaring a state of
national emergency on account of law-
less violence in Mindanao, after the



violence in Mindanao” and prevent
its "spread-and escalation elsewhere
in the country.” T

The memo-¢ircular was spurred

by “a number of sporadit acts of vio-

“appeai to have been committed by

ment of National Defense (DND) and
the Department of Interior and Lo¢al

" Goverrniments (DILG) to coordinate the

immediate deployment of additional
forces of the AFP and PNP inthese
places “to suppress lawless viclence
and acts of terror” and “prevent such
violence from spreading and escalat-
ing elsewhete in the country.”
Further, it orders the AFP, PNP,

and the Department of Justice (Do)),

. in close coordination with other law-
‘enforcement agencies and the intel-
ligence community, to “intensify their
local and transnational intelligence

. Operations against individuals or

- groyps suspected of, orresponsible for,

cominitting or conspiring te-commit-

acts of lawless violence” in the coun-
try. . Likewise, it orders the prompt

- investigation and prosecution of “all -
individuals or groups apprehended for .

committing, orconspiring to commit,
acts.of lawless violence.” o
Previous press reports on how
the Poljce Regional Office 7 (PRO-
7) based in Cebu City implemented

Memo-Circular 32 cited the following:

- PRO-7 deployed more than a thousand

!

bombing of a night market in Davao | f@d"Cemenf’suppﬂl‘fed by AFP troops,
City. It called onrthe AFP-and PNPto- !
- unclertake “all necessary measures to- -

suppress any and all forms of Tawless’

duct a massive police operation
inGuihulngan City that ésulted’inthe -

" killings:and arvests earlier mentioned., -
+ More
 the-opey

- Judge Soliver. Per
1 Court Branch 10 in Cebui City. (In the

. March 30 operations,. 35 search war-

lence” particularly in the provinces of Fais were reportedly dsad.)

Samar, Negros Oriental, Negros Oc- -

cidental and the Bicol region which .:_'relic‘-:'f-of-aﬁdi'tlie‘ﬁli-‘r_lg' of administrative

. © charges against five Cebu-based police -

lawless groups.” It directs the Depart- - Ciarges agalnst five Cebiwhated police

than 80 search warrants used in -
5:had-all been:issued by
eras. of Regional Trial -

The reports also said PRO-7 Diréc-
tor Debold Sinas had annouriced: the-

officers, who were found to have faited
to perform their duties in the Oplan
Sauron operations on’Dec; 27:29; 2018, -

L Given'that precedent case, couldn’t

there- also have been:failtres in the

peiformance of duties, to say thie least,.

inthe widerMarch 30 joint operations? -
Who is.committing this lawless

violence now? How worse can the -

situation get?
~Consider this: Proclamation No. 55

(that is, the state of national emergen-

cy) remains in effect, supplemented
with a slew of executive orders giving
miore leeways to the AFP and PNP in
carrying out their operations, And
most recently, riled by criticisms all
around, Duterte has been grumblin,

that he has “enough problems with

. criminality, drugs, rebellion and all,”

and threatening to suspend the writ of
habeas corpus, order the arrest of all
critics, and declare a “revolutionary
war” until the end of his term.

Isn't this senseless violence, insti-
gated, inflicted and condoned by the

state? What will stop it?
* * -

Email: satur.ocampo@gmail.com
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=—"""""  The deomed Ofso Diretso bets were whining .abont. their
(4 impending lockout from the.senatorial xace by raising the fear of
" Noynoy's g “failed state” if the bets of President Rody Duterte dominate
idietic - . thepolls, . . -~ S e
stand - - “If the administration secures a good mgjority in the Senate,
triggered a  they could virtually‘do anything they want,” one of the bets said
_ diplomatic .ata press conference at the Liberal Paxty (LP) headquarters in
row with ~QuezonCity, o R
Hong Kong - The prospect of a dominant wirt by the Hugpong ngPagbabago
thot lasted (HnP) slate made up mostly of Partido. Demokratiko Pilipino
until Rody {PDP) stalwarts is too real for the yellow candidates, -
- The LP considers' the midterm: elections as crucial for its

issued - _

the pubggc' existence since the next reform that Rody wanted to implement
apology is federalism that will practically erase the party from the
while political map., P . -
wddressing  From toderalizing the republic o opening the counity's
over 2,000 doors to China, the Diterte administration “could do anything it
Filipinos wants” if administration

. , . candidates were to
;v{:;l;ir;g;a; dominate the May .
" 7" elections, Otfso Direiso

-warned: . ' - /
A failed state, however, was what f -
Rody ended up with when he took over f -
- the presidency. : 1
The classic example of incompetence
and indifference that the yellow 3
* administration of Noynoy Aquino was
. known for was his first acid - - :
test a5 President it which -
* ha miserably-failedtoshovw . /o
leadership. o
1t ‘took eight years for
closure to come to the August
2010 tragedy that resuited in the
death of eight Hong Kong tourists :
that took a sincere moment in April 2018 for Rody fo -
achieve. . _ A
The crack in the relations between the Philippines and
its nearest Asian neighbor came about as a result of a
stubborn stand of former President Noynoy Aquino that
““the misdeed of a deranged man should not be shouldered
by the whole country.” _
" police officer Rolando Mendoza held hostage a busload
of tourists due to a grudge with.the Ombudsman who
ordered his velief. : o '
q

e



Thebotched rescue atterpt wastelevised worldwide and -
clearly showed government negligence played a, huge role-in-
the death of the-hostages: . ..~ 7

" - Arécountingof the avent during the investigation conducted

by both Philippine and Hong Kong authorities aiso showed that
Noynoy should bear some of the responsibility for the tragedy
after refusingto’-coordmate;_with'-t;hen:;Hong‘fKong Chief Executive.
Donald Tsang during the orisis: ~ - . . g

Noynoy then-was indulging himself in his favorite pastime of :
disappearing from public view while the hostage:crisis was in -
‘progress His excuse later was thit he was-with Cabinet officials -
monitoring the situation, . oo o
.~ Noynoy was seen-only after the.messy rescue had ended, .

“making himself appear to be inspecting the erime scene with 4
' police and Cabinet officials; R '
"f“““”*—‘“" . What followed. was more mishandling of the

The LP situation, such as. Noynoy -shielding his allies

©00 " from sanctions and his adamant refusal for a.- |

-~ considers public apology to the Hong Kong people, which
the midterm was later found to be-related to his sentiments '
electff‘"” a5 against China in.the West Philippine Sea dispute,
cructal for Noynoy's idiotie.stand triggered a diplomatic .
Us existence row with Hong Kong that Jasted until Rody issued
since the . the public apology while addressing over 2,000
next reforin - Pilipinos working In Hong Kong, = |
that Rody “May I address. myself to the Chinese people
wanted to  who are hers, from the hottom of my heart and ag
. implement is the Presidentof the Republic of the Philippines
Jederadism  and on behalf of the Filipino people; may [
that will apologize formally to you now. We are sorry that
practically  the incident happened,” he added, -
erase the Rody-also made a promise that. the incident _
party from  “as humanly possible” will never happen again,
the political ~ "We apologize,” Rody said, which was a
' map. -statement-that drew applause from the crowd
: of mostly overseas Filipino workers (OFW); s0me
of whom may have been affected hy,the chilly relations between
- Hong Kong and the Philippines. S o

Hong Kong has'around 222,000 Filipino workers,

Noynoy’s lack of empathy was behind the toronic ‘refusal
to issue a public apology, which was the only demand of Hong
Kong, the relatives of the slain hostages and the whale Chinese
nation, which was shocked by the horrific inefdent, '

dJust to keep his false sense of sovereignty infact, Noynoy
sacrificed the whole nation's welfare, ' R
<, The.situation of a failed state that Rody’s opponents are
talking abovt should accurately refer to the callous and bumbling

" administration of Noynoy that kept Filipinos miserable and
without:any pride. S .
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THE past days Jisve beéiv quite-eventfil 1o 'say

the Teast, Fourteen people; inosily farmets, were.

killed in a police"operation:in Negros Oricntal;

. ‘Reportg snid that those who-carricd:out the:op-
" exation were wearing masks, or had their faces. -

covered. Human rights -groups. said that the

klllmgs could have been part of | thls admmlstra- .

tion's anti-commuiist diive, -

. AChingse-manhed drédging ship was found
_ docked i Barengay Lagadlarin in‘the coastal. .

town-of Lobo; Batangas. ‘This vessel was setto

- gather-two, million: cuibic: neters 'of: sand: from -

Lobo River but the ocal-Governmient Unil-did

not-allow the-ship to-do any dncdglng allegmg :

that the ship.did not have the necessary. permits
fromi the LOU: There were also reports of the
presence of Chinese dredging and quarrymb
sliips in Zambales, -~ -

; wteel - .
Chingse, ships’ pnesenoe was also repo Duterte spoké in & PDP-Laban canpaign fally

tiear thie l’ag nsa: [sland in- the West Phnhppme
Sea.

“Joumalist and Rappler CEO Maria. Ressa
and the other membérs of the company’s 2016
Board of Directors had to go to Conrtto postbail
TWICE in one week due to cases filed against

{hem by this-adiminishation. Presenily, Rappler:
and Ressa dre facing 11 or 12 cases filed'in sue-
réssion within a perod of only a litlle over a.

vear. This-kind of govemment action againsta
miedia firm is unprecedented in the country, -

" “Two- videos iagging President Rodrigo
* Duterte’s childret-as- principals in an elaborate
" bigtimé drug- dealing syndicate surfaced ore
after another. The ‘revelations” were nariated by

an alias “Bikoy” who said that-he was an op-
erative of the syndicate for many years, The first
vidéo named the president’s son; Paclo Duterte
as &drug ford who received big chunks of mon-
ey for dmg tafficking: Biloy also said Ke has
seert Pavlo Duterte’s dragon tattoo on-his:back
and that this proves:tiic younger Duterte’s being
part of a drug frafficking triad. ~

‘The second video of *Bikoy” atleged thatthe
natne of Duterte’s davghter with paciner Honey-
lel Avanceda, Kitty, s being used by another big
drttgz lord whio hias amassed many millions of pe-
sos through the ilicgal drug activitics of the same
syndicate. The second vide said that there is a
1hixd video that will be released scon.

As expected, President Duterte claimed that
the videos_are. nothing but black propaganda
against his famliy Paolo Dutexte has tagged op-

%4

ticlaad roe n
'1 ()DAY

‘- :_posmon Senatm Anwmc Tnllanes as the mas-
" termind: behmd_ the wdeos, whxch, 'Ihilnn% of

‘coursc ‘denied
“Ak-about thé saime - ttme that thﬁe vidéos

. -"on ‘the-Ditertes surfaced, another Video e
ed onlie: and_was oty debiated by netizens:
- This time;.

was:d sex video:of popular singer/

songviiter. Jirt Paredes, s kriown crific-of this
“adininisteation. Faredes; in a statement admitted -
that: e ‘was thie man:in the video. He said that .
it was privaic and that hie did not know: how. it

- was. madepublic: It wou!d appear that Paredes

: was set up. )

“ No one hkes to l:ve ina
messy dwellmg n

Yowards the. énd. of ihe week; President -

iti Malabon. It should not have been 2 big deal
becavise -after all, it is campaign -season. What
roused peoplé’s curiosily was the fact that the
President used.a hullet-preof glass in front of
him as he spoke to the people. He said'that the
Presidentinl Security-grovip teqmred hll'l‘l to use
the special glass, .

To my knowledge; this is the first time thata
butlet-proof glass was used by a sitting President
when addressing:the Filipino people. Is there.a -
thieat to the fife of Duterte that extra secunty
measures wers needed? This. was the question-

- psked by people when news about this broke

Dtlt )
- Dwing another spaech in Puerto Princesa on

- April 4, Duterte threaténed to suspend the Wit

of Habeas Corpus, arrest alt his critics, and wage

a revolutionary war untif the end of his term. if
ietitics donot stop: Thede are very sericus threats -
that are not made lightly hy any official, espe-
cially the President. -

All these happened in just a fitle over a
weck. Such is the prmnt political life in the
conniry,

People contine to get killed daily and it
seems that nothing is don to bring murderers
to justice, Worge, it is those tasked to keep the
peace and secure the jreople thatare often tageed
as the perpetrators of these killings.

China is aggressively claiming cur tertitory
and gemng our naturat resources right undes our I

Tumtods




Order..

noses. Jobs that should benefit poor Filipinos are
given to Chinese nationals. Drug syndicates con-
finue to proliferate and drug lords, just like the
Killers of innocent lives, are freely roaming our

- ghreels, B o
_Journalists-and media. culfits. critical:to-this

adininistration continie to:be havassed arg under -

‘threat, Anti-Duterte personalilies are farzeted.

- WWe have a-Piesident who- threstens to:go to

war agalnst the very people he is supposed to -

serve, The father of the nation islost, it scems.
Our counitry is our house, And:our house is
in-stich: 2 disarray. that we wigently ‘tiged - some

- oxder; No one likes to live in‘a messy house, No

one-wants to-have-adictator-of & father where .

the family is always under threat and no one is
* allowed to speak her/his miind or sufter the con-
-sequeiices. ' T

“In this countiy, we need ¢hecks and balances,
Weneed people who will-stand up and eamestly
clean thismess, We.cannot just shrug eur shoul-
ders and let ovit house coritinue to deteriorate. We

camfiot elose our eyes in the hope that ofhers will

- come and-clean our house for us. We need+to act.
“Itwill not be easy to dothe cleanup operation,

. We néed to shoo away those who illegally- ce-
cupy parts of our house, We need to fix things so

peace reigns and our families are safe. We nesd:

to-make the father respect, not threaten his fam-
ily, : T
We carl begin by responsibly sxexcisiig our

" right to vote-on May 13. And not 5.:15/15\&1, we

stiould vote intd ofiice those whohave the capa-
bility to work and stand-up to poiver, We sliould

‘¢choose those whose integrity cannat-be bought
by drug, of any Kind of money. '

Tt is time to.ut order in this house,

@bethangsiocn on Twitier Elizabeth Angsiaco
an Facebook .
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By Val _Abéigas3_'

WITH the government either defendiné,’ jus-

tifying or simply doing riothing about Chiinia’s

aggfessive actions, the country’s. giant neigh- -

bor has-become ‘even ‘bolder to- pursue iis

“creeping invasion” of the.disputed territoties’
- in the South China Sea. T

After occupying, reclaiming and build-

ing virlual military bases with airstrips, radar -

equipiment and other instalfations on several

disputed islands in the last few years, the

Chinese recently -built an alleged maritime
rescue center on the Kagitingan Reef (Fiery

‘Cross Reef), which is part of the Kalayaan -
Island Group that the Philippiues vightfully-
- claims sovereignty over: Instead. of lodging.

a profest, Presidential Spokestian -Salvador
Panelo-ivonically says we should be thankful

 for the Chinese facility because it would help

Filipine fishernten in distress, _ s
Recently, US  Indo-Pacific Fleet ‘com-

mander Admiral Philip’ Davidson reported.-

that the Chine Coast Guard continues to
harass and -intimidate Filipine fishermen in
Panatag Shoal (Scarborough'Shoal).

Based on this and'the complaints of Fili-
pino fishermen, former Foreign Affairs Sece

Jetary Albert del Rosario and former Om-

budsman Conchita- Carpio-Morales filed .a
complaint with- the International’ Criminal

Court against Chinese President Xi Jiniplng

for “crimes against humnanity” forthie slleged

hdrassment of Filipinofishermien. .- -~ .
But Presiderit- Rodrigo Duterte and Presi-

dential Spekesman Salvador ignored the com-

plaint, saying ICC had no jurisdiction and it
was a futile exercise, and reassuring their Chi-
-hese-fHends that relations with China would

corttinue to-be wartridespite the complaint,
And just last week, the country’s Westem
Command reported that a flotilla of Chincse
vessels, deseribed in nows reports as Chinese
militia, has been swarming around Pag-asa
Island, which is very close to Palawan and is,

in fact, officially considered part of the prov- -

ince’s Kalayaan town and home to a- srall
Philippine military contitigent and. to about
100 Filiping residents, mostly fishermen.

On the previous Chinese transgressions in
the disputed islands, former. Foreign Affairs:

Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano claimed. the
DFA had fited “dozens, 50 or even. 100 pro-
tests” with China, but never released a single
copy of the supposed protests. How can Cay-
ctano produce a copy when it was obvious
he was lying and couldn’t even temember if

" dozens or 100 protests had been filed?

On the Jatest report that hundreds.of Chi-

nesd-vessels ae: swatmed arourd’ Pajg-asa”

Island; Foreign Affairs ‘Stcretary Toedoro
Locsin also cldinied: to-have filed & “salyo of
diplomatic. tiotes™ with the: Chinese govem--
ineity but when:pre; 5
Locsin, whig: has:take

n-On his boss’ penchiant
for “colorful” langusge, merely said: “You
have my word fur it, aind. that-is:all you get,
Manigas “na kayo' na “viagda-dobt: pal”
(Drop dead, you doubtérs.) T

. Panelo later thumbed down the requestto

ake the protest public and urged the people -

‘whichunfortunately.is 11t easy to-do-consid-
ering the track record; of this administration
ontransparency, oo - e
+ Take for exaiple.the case-of the “Op--
eration Tokhang?’ reports; Thr “Hilippine Na-

- tional Police and the Office 1 :he-Solicitor

General Jose Calida has beer : -ked 1o pres-
ent the official -teports-.on ti:-. filegal. drug
operations. for a long time now. Calida first
promised o present the repost to thie Supreme
Court but teneged-ort the offer citing rational

" secnrity.

"Fhe high fiibunal kiad ‘to order Calida and
PNI*last Tuesday to-subinit to the court the
police reports on the ‘killings of more: than
4,000 people in Duterte’s bruta{ war on drugs,

‘But back to China. Before Loesin cliimed
that he had sent a 'salvo-of diploratic notes”
to China, Panclo said the-government would

“ask politely”- why the Chinese vessels:wére *

in the area of Pag-asa Island. On the same

breath, he dowiplayed. the presence of the

Chinese militia, first claiming that there were
only 275 ships and not 600 asclaimed by the

military, ‘and then saying that. the Chinese
were pethaps merely watching the area,

‘But biased on how the Cliinese slowly, but
gradually toolk over thie-disputed islets in the
South China Sea, it is not tarfotched to sus-

pect that the Chinese are eyeing the island,
which ismot jist air islet or reef, but a big-and
‘inhabitable island. o

Their presence seems o send a clear sig-
nal to the Philippine military, which is i the
process -of repairing mifitary instalistions

‘there, to back off;

“This is ‘a straightforward intimidation
tactic—to interrupt Filipino mavitime: traf-
fic in very close proximity to Thitii (Pag-asa
Island),” said Alexander Neill, Shangri-la
Diatogue Senior Fellow for Asia Pacific secu-
rity at the International Institute for Strategic
Studies. . ... 7 :

Neill. said ™ China’s - aggressive  action

~-on. Pag-asa-is because of the “inability of
Filiplno fm?es to react to probing tactics by

7

‘to Philippines tejritory™. -

present a-copy, - S
- He said the maritime militia sérves as

 Impunityin the South ChinaSea

Chinese vesscls, and on the polilical front by
President Bhiterte who has warmed to-China

andis prepared to dismiss the'threat by China |

“eyes and ears” fbr the People’s Liberation
“Itisalso.a warning that China:hesthe po-
tential to tke the islarids with little difficulty,

shonld they choose fo,” he added:

-~ Aniother fepont that should be a cause for
Filipirios is the-sudden-appedrance-of a Chi-

- nese-manned dredging ship near the coastal

town of Lobo in Batangas. Apparently, the
ship*had no prior authtrity to sail into the
Batangas coast, but. ifs appearance - revealed

-& plan by & private company to dredge sand:

from the-Lobo river to build a funway of the -
Hongkong fnternational Airport, according to

- the Inquirer. ‘But one wonders if the sand is

not going to-be.used to reclaim more islands
In the South China Sea. Luluiuiin tayo sat savili
nating mantifa, s they say in Pilipino;

The dredging ship’s. appearance also

-sthésses the fmpunity with which the Chinese,

including private companies, are violating
Philippine laws-and soversignty -obviously -
because of the way the Duterte’ administra-
tion are coddling up to thie Chinese. Chinesg
companies have been found to bebringing in
illegal Chinese workers to the detriment. of -
Filipino workers but the govemment merely
shruggeditoff, = - R

In the wake of all these continufng ag-
gressive aetions. by the Chinese in the South
China Sea; the Philipping goveihmentcontin-
ues to-reassure Boijing that everything’s okay
and that our relations with Chird continie to

‘be warm, Ina canpaigh rally in Maiabon on

Tuesday; Duterte said China:just wants to be-"
come & friend of the Philippines, as he down-
played Chinese apgressions in the South
Chine: Sea, T o

Even Speaker Gloria Macapagal Attoyo,
who was-very “friendly” with China during
her presidency, -chimed in last week during
a forum in that developing countties like the:
Phitippines should lgok to China as partner,
tiot a threat.

All these developinenis make us wonder
why it appears that this administration is so
betiolden to China, [fwe look at Duterte’s key
supporters in the presiclential campaign-—the
Marcos family and Amoyo—it should not
surprise us that they; too, are known: fiiends
of China during their reign. Just wondering,

va!abeﬁgm@aal.com
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- THE emergence of China-as an eoonomiic
power ‘has-given impetus for the US fo
counteract what it sees as a new threat o its
dominance in.the eastein side of the Pacific ;
rim, Th¢ Indo-Pacific as a geo-political con-
cept is tiow frequently used by ihe Trump -

- administration to-differentiate ft-from Presi- | re i
| “would be: carrying ouit the greater burden-:

- dent Obama's pivot-to-Asiaspolivy.

Geographically, the Tndo-Pacific ‘cov- |

“ers.a much wider area as that iticlidés-the.

- Pacific-and Tndian Ocean, and:the littoral .|
- states - -surrounding : '

TODAY

) AUS‘

(geo-political equation

. Possibly the 1S may establish a fiaison

- with-countrics outside of the South. China -

" 'Sea'to coordinate the conduct of joint

iercise that has for its"objective

. - instilting in’ India-the responsibility of'se- |
& curing stability in the SCS,. it being a co-
- terminonsitg-the Indian Ocean. That would

“then give India tle leverage to-assert inrthe

SCS alongside countries that have a formal ;
military alliance with the: US like Japan,
South Korea, the Philippines, Australiaand
New Zealand. - L :
:Should Tndia decide to-endotse the US
praposal; there .is the great. possibility it -

‘now Being-undertakenby ;hc*:'US mavy now
“badly divided among securing the Straits
of “Taiwan, ‘safeguarding the Sea of Japan

-water. - Unlike the
pivot-to-Asia-policy,

B

-the 178 hias fo rely on “ What dO_E"S in d,a ‘s -

its “allies, The con-

cept of Indo-Pacific - PYESENCE mean? “

is slowly being. re-~
cast as an emerging -
security arrange-

meit sketching from  ~ :
the Sonth China Sea to the Andaman Sea l
onward to:the Indian Ocean, US military |
strgtegists ‘envision it as 4 way to check
Cliing’s influence. o :
. The US now sees the Indo-Pacific to.
serve as foundation to future military alli-
ance by commingling conntries with dif-
ferent political allegiances and perceptions |
of the regional and international problems.
However, taken collectively, it is devoid of
- ideplogical substance. Countries that' may
be covered are less cohesive and' symmetri-
cal in their perception of Chifia. As.a-coun-
terbalance to China’s increasing economic
and. political’ infiuence, ‘it would be less ]
effective and would expose the purpese of ]
anly wanting to insulate them from Chiria. |
- This Is the same strategy of desper |
ately promoting a proxy war. By creating ’

a wedge, the US hopes that countries fn'the
widened geo-political equation wouild seek
to formalize their military alliance with the
U3, It is principally eyeing India as the
most eligible to take the cidgels of alterna-

tive force.
iy

to ‘prevent. surpribed. incursion fiom North
Korea, and keeping-an eye on the power-
ful Russian Navy based in Sakhalin Island.

- Should stich unexpected turi of events hap-

pen,:India would be forced to defend US
interest without that country being formaily °
indugted to join the alliance, :

. -The presence of the Indian navy in the
SCS may. not drasticaily alter the militaty -
balance in the region, but it certainly it
would deliver the much-needed propagan-
-da-boost; ‘that the US still has. the clout to

_ rally-biehind it in containing Chita, In fact,

some potiticians in India adhiers fo the be-
lief that Chitta remains its rival niot to say
of their dormant but inresolved horder dis- ©
pute. o ’
Even if we take it that isolating China
is next to jmpossible, most countries in
8CS even those situnted in the India Ocean
cannot wholly distance themselves from
China. Through the years their cconomy
has bécome integrated and complimentary




~ to the Chinese econoniy which is-essential
to their own economic- development and:’
prospetity. ‘They all reslize fiat the US.con |
*nevar fith up this vaciuin should they de- :
vide 0. forego their current economic Hul *
in favor of what many see'ns a veliash-of
- the Cold War: ' ot n
©" This éxplains, why the Philippines like
the rest. of the: ASEAN “has slowly beew

econormically tilting towards’ Ching, The. -

* U8 to-thi§ date has: failed o0 analyze that -’
its coutinued sponsorship of military alli-
ances is & dissipating its resources while the.”
continued building up of economic ties is
always productive investment, This 1s the ;.

" hard reality that the US refuses to accept,
that it is.only- the. US aring indistry that is
benefiting from the. proxy war.-China as
T -~ 7 their” new: - trading

- partner has. deliv-
- ered tlie goods they
needed  while the
U8 despite years of!
presence.sud domis
nance hay failed,
" How ' could the
US promote the In-
do-Pacific as:a form -
of  geo-political
. groupings? India for
instance cannot.openly endorse this rather
autlandish strategy for objectively it has no:

ditect interest to protect in the SCS. Station- .

ing naval ships, conducting regular siaval
pairol oi holding joint naval military exe
, cise with other countries could only be in-
terpreted as endorsing the US. policy which
in the tong run is economically consuming
to Tndia. On-the contrary, China.and many
countries in Sontheast Asia could view their
presence as an unwarranted provocation,

" While Chinii and the Aseat-concede that.
freedom havigation in-the SCS should be.
firinly tnaintained, which in fact is about to-
ratify the Codé of Conduct for navigation,
that certainly could raise questions, about
the presence of naval ships ulien to the re-
pion or do not share the same coastline in

_the SCS. If the US:navy is 5e6n as 16ces- |
_sary., 10 proyide seeurily. and stabilily 1o
“countries with wmbilical dependence on its -
presence, that does not hold trué for other
countries like Tindia: For Asean to scquiesee
todlie regolar presence of foreigh navies not
littoral o the SCS is to-bestow inther right
toitreat SCStheirlake, the waythie TS navy
freats:itas:its:own lake. Lo
Tnsteadof “tie US. havy dangerously
stfétching- its. responaibility, it ‘seems the
new strategy-is to-éncourage the sharing of -
that responsibility with othéi countries by
allowing them to. deploy theit naval forces
in the SCS. Many suspect this is to lay the
groundwork for the future formation of a
new militaty Blog, While the central opera-
‘ton-wotild still-be in the SCS, the new bloe
vrould include the navies coming from the -
Tndian Qcean. One:must constantly boar in |
raind:that the Trdo-Pacific as a new geopo-
liticil term came:on the heels of the inten-
sifying rivalry between tre US and China.

" In ‘which - case, India’s possible de-

. ployment of a naval task force in the SCS

would requivé no. forrrial military afliance
with the US but nonetheless would herald
to the world:the US is not along patrolling
the -area. Invarigbly, Tndia will be more
preoecipied.-in pateoliing SCS than in the
Indian Ocoan which encotmpasses the Bay
of Bengal in-the West, Arabian Sea in. the
East and 8ri Lanka to the South where thers
gre'more political hotspots than in the 8CS.

Many observers believe that should the
Indian presence inthe SC3 become regulay,
it would now be following the footsteps of
the US navy, a roledt shonld not play for the
fact that its-interest is'only limited to trans.
porting goods to and from China through

_ the South China Sea which’ all countries

in-the region guarantée to remain open to
all ships. Neither will Asean allow Indig to
usurp 18 primordial role as principal atbiter
to any dispute that may arise inthe SCS,

Tad

rpkapuran@gmail.com
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 Kaibigan ba natin.
- talaga ang China?

o Kentcoboréyar gkl 50 fasyor g Pili-
A ang kontrobersya ungkol sa relasyon g | -
IL’Aa“&t!-(;)illlitl 0a nn%iikip':_lgk@hgan st Pr;s:gi;la ¢
bﬂgﬂ%ﬁnsl-mg ito Arig malatking tenong, kaik
Pilisinae aaa China? P
gP{hplnd&fmg* antangan ng Bilipinas.
agkukaulangan [Dilipinas..
hmsﬂ?agnzlgnfa'sa Chico Rive _Pun)ptg"
%a-ekuuomis'ta, mas mataas ang in

: ali t. South Korea. :
.' ip aw 1ig Chiira; kiumpara sa JTapan at. South. ot
ASTORTUELY B e !pmlipﬁ;?ovoiﬁiggi};%iema_}s’akas_undm_m glt]gtl?:gc?&l;;%m
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- Hong bo ang deposito ng 1 al- gas — isangnapakalaking ki e
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s stang. 1o b kasimduan-ng tinay na “asa-sa. Palawan i
iangmatbS.Llﬂ'.{fii‘g ttang; Lt ba’y patas tia kasundua e Pag i
g &b lorba y PR e itime militia:ga islang F R oy
sa hilaga ng pagkaka 53 ang mga Chinese maritim n Commind, n00i tiakaraa linggo ay
Patuloy na dumaragsa Ayonnismo sa AFP Western'C il i adgiten 3004 3
o -ari ng Pilipinas. Ay 75 mga barkonula sa China. D e
paginamay aul, i ng Pag-asaang 275 mg kol mangisdasalugar nakinagisnan faugkavila
" paniatadisa pa ?H-‘;- ine ang divmano”y natatakol ms oo mangingisdng Plipino ‘_‘ﬂ’. ko
o . ot : : g kaibi ang kaibigan
mangingisdang Pitip Doon mismio sa lugar nila, ang g o 3
: ity Gauito b ‘AThost dol Rosari budsman Conchita
bilang mpa Pilipino aboy, Ganito ba.ang paglrd  sang kebigan s Koo o
St intaum, itinataboy. Ganitc Seuvatary Albort del Rosari oo Conchi
- pinagbabunta sina dating Foreign Sec! e Gimintl Cou i
upio Mosalesgy n ang kahilingansa Inte mangingisdang Pilipino &
I prosidont X, Jinping dabl s 1g-aabuso sa.mga me A idiniklara
i Chiness Brgioent 1 J ng dahil sa pang-aqbut a 58 mga-teriforyong ;
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KABLKAB
pinatd-sa:China, bagh
%ut‘eﬁe-sa higanteng
- nga bang maituturing n
- Ang Chinaay isa sa
Isa tito ay ang §62 milyon

rigation Project. Ayon sa:m

Iz -Permanaent Comt of Ar
tration na_pag-anag ng: Pilipi-
fas. Ganito bha ang sitwasyoy
ng tumay na magkakaibigan?
Interesado ang China na
bilhin at pamahataan g ala-
Zing Hanjin Heavy Indstries
18 gumagaws ng mga barko sq
dating US Navaf Base sa Subic
Bay sa Zambales. Maraming
nangangamba np kapag Ho’y
Napasakamay ng gobyerno
ng China, magdudulot ito ng.
‘wapakaliking Panganib sa se-
guridad-ng Filipinag. Dahil sa
dinagawang Pagteito ag Cliing
sa Pilipinag, may batay,
ganilong pangambg? .
THa baga_-pang-iin}s, ang
Lonety Planet, isang rravef
" website at guide hopk pub-
lisher, ay nagsabi pa ang Banaue
ice Terraces na idiniktara
ng UNESCO na isang World
Heritage Site ay itinayo ng mga
Chinese dalawang 1j bong taon
T4 ang nakararenn, qu;l_}m—
Anwa, pero haka Xayaisangarat

G

. sobereniya 7t g
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ay magising nq |
lahat sa P ipinas ay pRg-azti o
&2Wa g men Chingsa?
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Zang: patas ang lugnayan, Kang
-Span ay igagalang ang. atiig
angal: bitang
a't Nagsasriling
bansa. Hindl kome higanteng
Golisith ang. Ching Ty magighng
sunud-sunuran lemang layo
tito ar nmgbubu!ﬂg-bumgnu sa
Ayang ginagaws, sipagkat
tayo’y isang Misinos na Dy
vid, Sa Bibiliya, isang musmos
na David ang tumals 5a isang
higanteng Goliatl. o
ng keilangan natip ay
Wig pagpalang sy aling sarjlf, .
Ag pagtitiwaly gy ating ka. .
<ityahapn, Ang duiigal natin bi- .
lang isang bansa’y fahi ay hing
Magaring managaw. ainuman
tang wala tayong Pahintielor.
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