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STORY BY JAYMEE T.GAMIL 'JULIE ALIPA‘LA -AND JEOFFR'E'Y M‘A’ITFM el

Scout Rangers assaulting the lair of the Abu Sayyaf commander lmked to the

Jan. 27 attack on the Jolo cathedral kllled three of 1he bandits but Host five of their
own in a two-hour gun battle in Patlkul Sulu, on Saturday The mlhtary said
Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan, whose men assisted the suicide bombers,’ escaped. [
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Five soldiers and three Abu

Sayyaf bandits, including a sus-
pected foreign terrorist, were
killed on Saturday in a two-hour
gun battle in Patikul, Sulu prov-
ince, after government troops as-
saulted the lair of the suspected
brains behind the Jan, 27 bomb-
ing of a Catholic church in Jolo.

" Five other soldiers from the
Army’s 5th Scout Ranger Battal-
ion and 13 Abu Sayyaf terrorists
were wounded in the clash at
Sitio Sungkog,- Barangay Kab-
bon Takas, Patikul, that started
at 11:20 a.m., said Lt. Col, Gerald
Monfort, spokesperson for the
military’s Joint Task Force Sulu,

Among the wounded was In-
dang Susukan, the notorious
Abu Sayyaf subgroup leader
who was linked to various mur-

ders ‘and kidnappings in" the
province, Monfort said, :

-Susukan’s commander, Hat-

ib Hajan Sawadjaan, escaped
during the fierce gun battle, -
~ Also on Saturday, Air Force

E OV-10 attack planes and BO-105

gunships pounded known marsh-
land encampments of the Islamic
State (IS)-inspired Bangsamoro

~ Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF)

in Maguindanao province,

Self-proclaimed ‘caliph’

Defense . Secretary  Delfin
Lorenzana and Interior Secre-
tary Eduardo Ano earlier de-
scribed Sawadjaan, the target of
the military assault in Patikul,
as the self-proclaimed “caliph”
of the IS jihadis in Sulu..

Sawadjaan’s .group is said to

be the only Abu Sayyaf faction
that harbors foreign IS terrorists.
Afio ‘on Friday sald Sawad-
jaan’s group guided and assist-
ed the Indonesian couple who
carried out the “suicide bomb-
ing” at the Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Cathedral in Jolo.

Monfort identified the for-
eign terrorist who was killed on
Saturday as “Abu Black.”

~ “As of now, we can’t tell the
nationality of Abu Black, but he
isa known foreign terrorist” who
operated in Cotabato, he said.

Ao said security forces were
nionitoring another foreign sui-,
cide bomber in Sawadjaan’s group
in Patikul, an “Arab-looking” man
who “could be Egyptian or Ye-
meni and had a Tausug wife.”

Monfort said the military

-had not recovered a single ene-

my body at the scene of the
clash due to the “volume of ene-
my fire,” but insisted that the
number of slain bandits was ac-
curate based on “clear visual

- shots” reported by the troops.

* Lt. Col. Marlo Jomalesa, com-
mander of the Scout Rangers’ as-
sault troops, believed that Sawad-

‘jaan was at the hinterland camp

when the gunfight started, ac-
cording to Monfort.

“Pursuit operations will be
continued. As of now, we have
taken one of [the bandits’]



lairs,” he said.

Col. Gerry Besana, public af-

fairs officer of the Westérn Min-
danao Command, said the Scout
Rangers clashed with around 100
members of Sawadjaan's group,
Sulw’s provincial social wel-
fare office said the number of
internally displaced families
from the villages of Patikul had
swelled to more than 1,000 on
Saturday, from around 400 with
1,197 dependents on Monday,
when President Duterte. or-
dered an all-out offensive fol-
lowing the twin church blasts.

Displaced families
The majority of the dis-
placed families ¢came from the
remate barangays of Bongkaong

and Upper Latih, which the mili- -

tary had earlier identified as “a
haven"” for the Abu Sayyaf.
Hindun Angsa, the provincial
social welfare officer, said the
families were evacuated to Low-
er Latih, a barangay located at
the boundary of Jolo and Patikul.
Many of the evacuees re-

sented the drlsruptlon in- their.
lives for the. problem that origi- .

nated {n Jolo,.

“Why.are we bemg made’ to _

suffer for the probiems of Jo-
lo?” sald: Sabor Abdulhallm 57,
afarmer.

Lorna Albani, barangay chair

of -Lower Latth, said they had
been taking care of more than

- 400 displaced famitles smce 2017
" because of milltary operattons :

“We have 417 families who
evacuated here and ‘there was
no advise to allow the return of
evacuees -to their respective
barangays,” Albani said, .

Pendakong -~ Hadjirol, 61, a
grandmother, satd she was tired of
having to evacuate every time the
military operated in her village.

“We evacuated in 2017 and
freturned only] in 2018, Now we

- were ordered to come down

[from ‘Upper Latih] because
there was another military op-

eration. [ don't know why the’

bombing in Jolo made evéryone

" suffer,” Hadjirol sald.

In Maguindanao, two OV-10

attack planes dropped at least
eight 250-pound bombs to flush
out BIFK terrorists fromi their po-
sltions irt the marshy areas of Sul-
tan sa Barongis town, said Maj.
Arvin Encinas, spokesperson for
the Army’s 6th Infantry Division.
“Full alert

Residents in nearby Plgc-
awayan town in North Cotabato
also reported seeing two FA-50
light attack  jets dropping
bombs on Liguasdn Marsh early
Saturday.

~ “We were able to hit their
tatr, I am waiting for thie reports
coming from the ground,” Enci-
nas said.

Troops in Maguindanao were
placed on full alert following Intel-
ligence reports that 40 foreign ji-
hadis had entered the region, said
Maj, Gen, Cirilito Schejana, the
military commmander in the area,

~ “The Islamic State-linked

[BIFF] fighters operates in these
provinces. The group is behind
the series of bombings in the re-
gion,” Sobejana said. INQ
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- By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO

Inan attempt to regulate
the use of social media in
“the May 13 midterm polls,

the Commission on Elec-
- tions (Comielec) ordered all
political parties and candi-
dates to report their official
blogs, websites and social

media pages, . - _ .
Based on Resolution 10488
promulgated last Jan, 30; each
registered political party and
candidate shall registes with
the agency’s Education and
_I_nf_t':ii'mation Division their in-
ternet, mobile and social media

Platforms, . o

_ The Comelec noted that
“any other blog or sostal media
bage which, when taken as a
whole, has for its primary pur-
.Ppose the endorsement of a can-
didate, whether oz not directly
maintained or administered by
‘ Turn to Page 10

e -~




- Comelec :.....;

the candidate or thetr official

campaign representatives,

shall be considered additional
official blogs or social media
pages of the said candidate,”

The resolution stipulates the

implementing rules and regula-
tions of the Fair Eleciions Act.
In.an earliet interview,

Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez underscored the need
to regulate soctal medid be- -

of some has negative efféets on
everyone and that’s why we
must have control over social
media,” Jimenez added, .

The official satd that Come-
lec is preparing the draft rules
for social media but they will
make sure that “whatever
draft regulation that we have

-waould respect the individual’s

right of free expression.”
“Social media will remain

a free market of ideas, but

within the context of keeping

cause of its possible impact on

the coming elections, -

- “In2016, we saw how effec- -
 tive social media was. We saw

‘how potentially destructive of

reasoned conversation social -
media was. Under that cond-

~ tion, knowing the impact of
social media, we really need

to regulate because it is being

~abused,” he maintained,

‘According“to Jimengz,

the election's orderly, such ag

reporting of expenses, and
reporting of costs,” he added,
-Under the resohition, can-

didates with political parties

are allowed to spend-P3 for

every.voter registered in the-

constituency where they are
seeking a post, - - :

~ Candidates "WithOl;t' any -
. political party ‘and without-
support from any political

party are authorized to spend
P5 for every votéi in areas

© campaign period

while majority of social me-
dia users are “fine” there are
small groups that are capable

of exerting disproportionate .
impact using social media, -

. He said while social media

is a free market of ideas, the

tools are also freely available.
to everyone, including the -

“biad and malicious-actors,”
- “That's _the_'reab‘(_)ny_oll need

toregulate (50) the bad oI ma-.
lcious actors do viof have free
reign of the internet, The abuse

whete they are running,
The resolution, promulgated

on Jan. 30, 2019, stated that

political parties and partyl-ist

- groups could spend P5 for very
- voterin the constituencies where

they have official candidates.
For the coniin§ polls, the
or national
candidates starts on Feb. 12

-and ends on May 11 while

official campaigning for local
bets begins on March 29 and
also ends on May 11,



0h

February 2019

P LT e arveol DA e ot oy i
e R A S N e

B

Phi to protest China’s

aritime rescue cen

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

The Philippines will protest
-contest’ China’s constriiction

China’s establisliment of a
maritime rescue center at the
Kagitingan or iery Cross Reef
once it i3 verified, Foreign Af-
fairs Secretary Teodoro Loesin
Jr. said yesterday.

. _Logsi_n_ agreed ‘with Senior
Associate Justice Antonio Car- -
piothat the Philippines should

on the Philippine-claimed
Kagitingan Reef. O

“1, however, prefer. engag-
ing them o eily on the floor
of the UN General Assembly,”

tended for the Chinese not for

hysterics in Manilawho, sadly,

. are not foreigners but good
God-fearing Filipinos so.no-

need to CC protest to them, It
ets in the way of diplomacy,”
ocsin also tweeted,
Carpio earlier maintained
that the Philippine govern-

meit should nie a protest to

-avoid the misunderstanding
‘that it arpr(_)ves of China’s ac-
tion at the Philippine-claimed
-reef and weaken thecountry’s
claim over the disputed area.

But Carpio and Malacafiang
differed onthow the Philippines
should deal with China’s estab-

ter in WPs

Locsin said on Twitter
‘The Philippines has filed
almost 20 protests against

~ China’s actions in the West

Phil_i;)p’im: Sea without “fan-
fare,” the' DFA chicf added.

- "BAJ Carpio, we're. doing

that -'18 or 19, so far. No
fanfate though; protest is in-

lishment of a maritime rescue
center at Kagitingan Reef,

Presidential spokesman
Satvador Panelo said Filipinos
should be “thankful” to China
for building the centereven as
Malacafiang vowed to oppose
acts that intrude into Philip-
pihe sovereignty. Ju
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APART from filing a diplomatic protest, the Philip-
pines will engage China openly on the floos of the

United Nations General Assembly orice the reported

construction of a maritime rescue center in the West

Philippine Sea is verified, Forelgn Secretary Te- -

adoro “Teddy” Locsin Jv. said Saturday..
. In @ series of tweets, Locsin agreed with Senior

Associale Justice Antonio Carpio’s position that the-

country should take action against China for putting u

a new facility on Fiery Cross Reef or Kagitingan Reef. .

“And we will (protest). I however preferred engag-
ing them openly on the floor of the UN General Assem-

bly,” Locsin said, In another tweet, he clarified that the -
tenmused should be “prolest,” not “contest” as Carpio -

Page: g

| By
Cristina
| Lee-

utit.:‘... . ) . S . .
P . The Chinese state media; Xinhua neves has reported
that China has opeiied a "maritime rescue center” on
Kagitingan Recf (Fiery Cross Reef) in the West Philip-
pine Sea (South China Sea) “to better protect naviga-
ton and transport safety:” - :

China’s transport. ministry said the center “will
offer better support to maritimic rescue operations in

. the sputhern.parf of the South Cliina Sea.™

The Government of China had saldil plans to use its
artificial istands in the West Philippine Sca for human-

~ilarian purposes,

‘Experts however wamed that China is militarizing
these waters,




Qé February 2019

- Days before Congress goes oit

Scrap bills on crime responsibility age, ROTC’

By HELEN FLORES -

recess; various child rights groups

called on lawmakers yésterday to’
stop the passage of the bills that
-seek to lower the minimum _aEe

¢

of criminal liability and revivert

Reserved Officers Training Corps
(ROTC). : o

The groups, led _b'y Salinlahi

. Alliance for Children’s Concersis, *:
- said both the Senate and the
- House of Representatives areeye-.:
ing the passage of the lowering .

of the minimium age of crimipal

' r'ezponsi_bility from 15 to 12 years
ol

~and the revival of the ROTC

for'senior high school students’
before the session ends foxt week.

“We ‘are here to collectively

-voice out our call-to all our: -
- legislators, listen to the public
and vote against (lowering of
the minimum age of criminal-

responsibility),” Eule.Rico Bon-
ganay, Salinlahi secretary gen-
eral, said at a press conference
in Quezon City yesterday.

" Bonganay said Congress
should reconsider its “persis-
tent efforts” in advancing the bill
amending the Juvenile Justice
and Welfare Act or RA 10630 to

lower the minimum age 6f crimi-

" _nalliability and acknowledge the
broad number of organizations, .
“experts, individ
‘tions againstit. - oo :

" The House of Repiesentatives

uais and institu-

passed House Bill 8858 tliat seeks

to lower the minimum age of
~eriminal tesponsibility to.12 years
‘on third and final'reading early

this week, = -~ :
.. Senate President Vicente Sottd
1IF filed "a biil seeking to. lower

-the mhinimum: age of criminal i-
ability to “above 12 years old,”
“while Senate Minority:Leader

Franklin Drilon wants to lower the

;ageto 12 years, -

“Banganay cited the fecent kill-

-ing.of a 16-year-old youth in
Davao after he-allegedly resisted

arrest, e
“We fear that this kind of situa-
tion will continue especially if the
minimum age criniinal responsi-
bility “is lowered to 12 years old,
The use of nailaban. (resisted) as

the reason for shooting or killing-
“children has long been frequent

and it witl further be justified if (it)
becomes a law,” he said,

Meanwhile, Bonganay- said-

House Bill 5113,  which seeks to
revive the mandatory ROTC for

“Grades 11 and 12 is “being rail- -
‘roaded in Congress,” =
_-“The réncwed proposal to re-
vive ROTC: in Congress fortifies
the continuing culture of impunity
among the youth, by instilling
mercenary military tradition in
lieu of the récogrition of basic
human rights,” he said,” -
“These bills not only ctiminal-
izc children but promote a culture

- of viclence, terror and corruption

among our youth,” he added,
The group reiterated its call

t6 the Duterte administration to

focus on resolving poverty-that

“'worsens the conditions of children

instead of passinig laws that are
punitive, not rehabilitative.

© “We now ask legislatois to vote
against these bills. They shouid -
heed the call of children, child
rifghts groups and- the ma}oritf(
of the public in the growing call
to stop the lowering of minimum
age ot criminal responsibility and
shootdown the revival of manda-
tory ROTC to Grades 11 and 12,”
Bonganay said. -

A recent survey by the Social
Weather Stations (SWS) showed
majority of Filipinos want the
‘minimum age of criminal respon-
sibility to remain at 15 years.
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- RO FC semor citiz ens measures
in prmrlty list before adjournment

- By BEN HOSARIO

* Thehill seeking the revivat of the citi-
zen military training in college remained
ou top of the House of Representatives’

L hst of leglslatwe puouues despnte the _

time constlamt‘; faced by lawmakers in
‘pursuing it. -

 Majority Leaden‘ and (,apiz. Rep.
Fredenil Castro said. House Biil 8061 or

the “Reserve Officers 1 raining Coips

(ROTC) Act” will he presented for sec- ‘
* ond reading approval, and possibly for -

final reading, before the electlon break
on Thursday:

Inanews forumyesterday, Castro
said two pro-elderly bills which are
part of the House prioitics, are
also set for final xeudlng and
approval.

. Houge Bill (HB) 36884
‘granling senior citizens and
- persons with disabilitiesa 20

percent discount on travel tax

hurdled second reading last

Wednesday.

On the same day, con-
gressmen also passed on
! second reading 1B 7030 orihe

Act™.

senior cltizens from physical, emo-
tional, financial and psy(,hologleal
abuses.

~ Authored hy Deputy Speako: and
Batangas Rep. Ranco Abu, together

proposecd “AnleIdm v, Abuse

HB 7030 proposes lo prolect

Wwith Reps, Raul €, “Tupas (L1 Wloilo) and

Micagla Violago (NUE Nueva Eeija,

- .the: ROTC bill will establish a manda-
_tory basic ROTC progeam for students
-eprolled in Grades 11 and 12 inall public

and private educational Institutions as a

* requisite for graduation.

‘Exemptod from undergoing the.
mandatory ROTC course are students

_who are physically and psycholo, ically

unfit; athletic scholars chosen to repre-
sent the school in spoits competitions
and those with other valid reasons as
approved by the Department of National
Defense.

‘Baguio City Rep. Mark 0. Go said
that aside fromthe elderly and PWDs, 20
percent diseounts on iravel tax granted
under HB 8884 will also cover students
represenling their schools and the coun-
tryininternational sports tourname::ts
and academic competitions and Philip-
pine representatives to inter national
academic conferences, beauty pageants
and sports competitions

‘I HB 7030, abuse against senior
citizens will include, among others,
physical abuse peycholog:cai mentalor
emotional abuse, economic and financial
abuse and material exploitation and
sexual abuse or non- c&nsensual sexual

contact of any kind.
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'MMDA reroutes traffic
for QC solidarity walk

- THH Mét”ropbl'ilan_!v'_ldrj;ﬂ_a Devel-
opment Authority (MMDA) will
reroute (raffic and implement the
“stop and go” scheme In-parts of
- Quezon City on Sunday for the

‘solidarity walk of Muslim and
Christian grotips at the' Quezori
City Memorial Circle (QCMC ) to
condemn the bombiig incidents
in Mindanao, - c

‘the march was expected to d aw

4,000 participants, resulting in traf-
ficdisruptions in cettain portions of
the Elliptical Road arid itsjunctions,

The agency said religious gtoups

including Muslims, Catholics, -

Protestants and other Christian
denominations would start as-
sembling at 5 a.m."

Muslim participants would
assemble at Commonwealth Ay-
enue, while Christians would
gather at East Avenue,

At 7 am., the MMDA would
stop and move traffic at Masaya
Street corner Commonwealth
Ave. 1o allow Muslim groups to
cross the Elliptical Road from their
assembly area at the Philippine
Coconut Authority (Philcoa),

The group will pass through
the east side gate facing Com-
monwealth Ave. all the way to
Liwasang Aurora in QCMC, where
the marchers wilt hold a program.

Traffic rerouting will be impie-
mented along the Elliptical road
and the East Ave. junction as Chris-

tian groups will énter the QCMC

gale facing East Ave. all the way to
Liwasang Aurora, -

- Vehicles from Elliptical Road

going to Kalayaan Road, University
of the Philippines Diliman and
Commonwealth Ave, are advised
to turn-right to Gast Ave, left at
Matalino 1., left at Kalayaan Ave,,
and right to Elliptical Rd. going to
thelr destination.

. Meanwhile, all vehicles from
EDSA via Last Ave, shall turn right
to Matalino St.; left at Kalayaan
Ave, and rigit to Elliptical Road
going to their destination, -

Dubbed as “Lakad parasa Kapa-
yapaan'Laban sa Karahasan,” the
solidarity walk aims to show that
Muslims and Christians are “ailies
promoting peace and not war.”

“There would be exchange of
bibles and |Qur’an]... and par-
ticipants would embrace upon
the conveigence ipoint|. This was
also done during the bombings
in Zamboanga. Faith leaders will
again join to condemn the bomp-
ing i Jolo,” MMDA's traffic chief
for EDSA Edison Bong Nebrija
told reporters.

Delegates from the Philippine
National Police (PNP), Armed
Forces of the Philippines {AFP) and
the MMDA will also participate.

Nebrija said traffic would return
to normal at 10 a.m.

NEIL JAYSON N. SERVALLOS \
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Navy to acquire anti-submarine choppers
THE Philippiné Navy will for  rine cho{apers from Agust:éWe'st-” .ﬁclclftidxlaf".i'iiFOrtlla'li011 from -sion essential eqilipmem and

-the first time acquire anti- land will be delivered in- May. . the PN (Phahppme Navy) 311(!_ - integrated logistic support. Ap
submarine helicopters this year, The helicopters were testedm the they will ar rive-in May 2019, The AW-159 choppers can be

according to Defense Secretary _ United Kingdom lastyear. .-+ Lorenzana said ina text message. armed with rockets, machine
Delfin Lorenzana. “Anti- submaunehellcopters ~The hellcoptcrs, ‘worth-05.4  guns, missiles, torpedoes and
Lorenzana said two anti-subma-  in the process of being acquired,: blilion, mclude munition, mis-  depth charges, DEMPSEY REYES
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Dot sorea fake security -

By MARTIN SADONGDONG

Believing in false security
threats and relaying it to other
people through soclal media posts
and chain messages only help
lawless elements and terrorists in

spreading their propaganda and .

sowing fear among the general
public. .

This was stressed by ranking
military and police officers
Saturday as the Armed Forces
of the Philippines and Philippine
National Police cailed for calm and
sobriety amid the recent bomb
attacks In Mindanao.

Major Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Philipplne Army

© 6th Infantry Division and Jolnt

Task Force Central, called on'the
public to refrain from sharing hoax
messages about supposed bomb
attacks In.malls; refigious places,
and other places of ‘convergence.
"With the very volatile situation,
there are some individuals. who
are - dirculating. messages in the

soclal media . threatening the.

public of more bomblngs which

have triggered fear among the

populace," Sobejana sald,
Sobefana, which has military

Jjurisdiction  over Maguindanao,

Lanao . del Sur, North Cotabato,
and Sultan Kudarat, sald he has
alerted all his units to "strictly

all places of worships and ares

of convergence" In their areas of

operation. '

"We will also further intensify

.- our intelligence efforts and Initiate

. pro-active securty measures to

“thwart possible hostile plans,” he
noted, _ _

‘The military officers  called
fake security threats “anrioying"
and urged the public to repart to
authorities Individuals who try to
sow fear by ‘spreading false and
malicious information,

"Peace  and  securty  Is
everybody's responsibility, Hence,
report to authoritles any security-
related fssues for the safety of
everyone,” he said.

helghten the alert leve] and secure
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NEWS BRIEFS -

Group says 2 slain men tagged rebels were farmers
A Mindanao-based rights group on Thursday denounced the kitling
of two farmers tagged as com_hiun_ist rebels in Sani Agustintown,
Surigao del Sur province, last week, Ryan Amper, spokesperson of
Barug Katungod Mindanao, slammed the Philippine Army's 36th In- -
fantry Battalion for the killing of civilians Emel Tejero and Randell
Gallego. Amper, In a stateient; said the two men were with four
other farmers hauling abaca hemp in San Agustin when they were
shotallegedly by soldiers “without any provacation,” Buit Maj. Rodol -
- fo Cordero Jr, civil military officer of the 4o1st Infantry Brigade, sald,
Tejero and Gallego were killed iti a brief clash between'soldiersan
10 New People’s Army gueriilas, Soldiers recovered an M-14rifle,
bombs and bullets after the clash, Cordero said, —rmsrontm -
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_commander of { Atmy’s 7thIn-
fantry Division, thanked the Plui 11;7
pine-National Police for |
gt military unplement the ¢
against insur: gency

- = Michael Punnngbayan ‘
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By Nestor P.Burgos Jr.
@nestorburgosing

ILOILO CITY—Friends, former
schoolmates and colleagues of
Randy Felix Malayao on Wednes-
day gave tribute to the slain
peace consultant of the National

Democratic Front of the Philip-

pines (NDFP), calling him a tire-
less seeker of justice,

“His sense of justice was un-
wavering and so was his com-

passion,” said University of the -

Philippines Visayas (UPV) pro-
fessor Mary Barby Badayos-
Jover, a friend, i

“He was a calming presence
who encouraged me to go be-
yond my comfort zone,” she said,
_ Malayao, a fisheries gradu-
ate of UPV in Miagao, lloilo
province, and former editor in
chief of Ang Mangingisda, stu-

- dent publication of the UPV

College of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences, was shot dead while
asleep on abusin Aritao town in
Nueva Vizcaya province.

Popular student

He was a consultant of the
NDEP in peace talks with the
government and vice president
of the Makabayan coalition.

Malayao was a popular stu-
dent leader at UPV and was vice
president for Visayas of the Col-
lege Editors Guild of the Philip-
pines (CEGP). He was also a
founding member of the school
chapters of the UP Beta Sigma
Fraternity and League of Fil-
ipino Students.

d tostain

RALLY FORRIGHTS Activists march on Mendiola, near

Malacafiang Palace, on Dec. 10 t'o":da_nounce the killings of
militant organizers and their tagging as communist rebels.

~INQUIRER PHOTO

Friends and former campus
journalists remembered Malayao
as the well-dressed, tall and
lanky student leader who spoke
passionately. :

“He was always wearing polo
shirts, brown slacks and leather

" shoes and was ready to jump in-

to any discussion of any topic,” a
former campus journalist said.
They recalled Malayao as
the CEGP organizer who helped
restore or activate student pub-
lications in the Visayas.

Impunity
He also led journalism train-
ing programs, discussions on
social issues and helped in the
production of student publica-
tions, often spending nights in

AS

editing and laying out issues.

The UPV Beta Sigma Frater-
nity condemned the attack and
demanded justice.

“The butchers ended the life
of a person who aspired for
nothing but peace and genuine
development in our country,”
the fraternity said in a state-
ment,

“We mourn Brod Randy's
death under the hands of cow-
ardly criminal butchers. But let
us not allow fear to conquer us
amid the darkness,” the frater-
nity added,

The UP PFisheries Guild and
UPV College of Fisheries and
Ocean Sciences Student Council
also  condemned Malayao's
killing. INnQ



™~

3
vty
LAl

T
LA LY

PH Army denies role
in NDF consultant’s slay

- BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vlzcaya. ‘The Philip--

pine Army’s 5th' Infantry Division
(5thID}in Camu town, Isabela has
denied involyement in the killing of

2 peace cousultant of the National

Democratic Front (NDF).
Felix Randy Malayao, NDF con-
sultant, was shot'dead by stifl un-

‘identified ganman at about 2:30.

a.m, on Wednesday while he was

inside a Vlctory Liner bus in CCcqQ .

terminal in Barangay Darapidap,

-Aritao town.

The NDF is an umbrella group

composed of the Communist.

Party of the Philippines, its armed
wing the New People’s Army,
among other organizations,

The NDF in Cagayan Valley {Re-

glon 2) released astafernent accusing

.the 5th 1D of thie killing of Malayao.

“With all its allied organizations
and member individuals, [the
NDF Cagayan Valley) condemns
the murder of NDF consultant Fe-
lix Randy Malayao by death squad
elemeits of the 5th 1D [Infanty
Division],” the statement said.

- “This _allegatl_on of the NDF.

‘Cagayan Val!ey'ls not true and

has no basis. We challenge who-
ever wrote the statement to come
out in the open and report (o the

Philippine National Police and

present evidence if there is any,”
Maj. jefferson Somera, 5th iD
spokesman, said:

LEANDERC DOMINGO -

Page: 0T
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:3{}’Davao Norte town declares Satur
17 others * persona non grata i

DAVAO CITY (PNA) - Former

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo

and 17 others arc no longer welcome .
in Talaingod municipality after local“

officials declared them “petrsona non

grata”, following last year's incident | -
involving the alleged tiafﬂckmg of -

tribal students.

A resolution unanimously ap '

proved by the Talaingod Municipal
Counicil on January 14 cited the No-
_vember 2018 incidenl when Ocampo

i,

seek a Fiée, Prior.and Infor rmed Consent
(FPIC) befors éntering into the tribe’s
ancestral domain.

the miiors fora fact—fmdmg mission on'the 3

and hls compamonb ‘Were, ar rcsted.__
~for brmgmg with them' 14 iiinols
'without travel permits and, in some

cases, without the knowledge of the_ -
'  Marcial Rendon, ‘Arie! Ansan, Mari- -

children’s par: onts.

The local officials also expr ossed
‘the sentiments of the Ata Manobo
* triballeaders, who earllev(,ondemned

Ocampo and his’ companions for vio-

lating the lights of the tribe and the

alleged intrusion of the New People’s

T Army (NPA) into tubat lands

Z%EI wgi%‘?i‘%?'

ADING HEWLRTAFLR

0 Qecampo’s. 17 companions who :

were also declared “persona non -

- grata” were France Castro, Meggle -
- Nolaseo; Pastor- Edgar Ugal, Tev.
“Ryan C Magpayo, Pastor Eller A.
" Ordeza, Rev Jurié Jaime, . Jesus B

‘Madamo, Malyl'o Poquita, Maria -

. Congeption Iharra, Jenveive Pabara,

Methay Talledo; Mavicel ‘Andagkit, -

ane'Aga, Nerfa Awmg, and ngwmg

- Daunsay.

Aside from trafflckmg charges,-
Ocampo anid his colleagues ave facing -

Lhtid abuse and kidnapping cases.
“The town's tribal leaders have

-also accused Ocampo of failure to

N e

1
3
7
e
5

Ocampe had earfier Sdld he and his { 5
colleagues were headed to Talaingod with

supposed abuses conimitted hythe mllitary i‘
inthe area. -

.r‘.!
i
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“Lucky’ NPA surrenderers
recewe houses

By Kuhlin Ceslle Gacula

Former members of tlie New Pooplo’s
Army (NPA) in Mindanso reglon who decided

to surrender and return to the fold of the -

law will recelve 60 housing units from the .

-National Housing Authority,

The houses were awarded to the lucky
returnees after the personnel of the
Philippine National Police and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines, who were tho
original beneficiaries of the project, decided
to waive their rights in their favor.

The former rebels will be ocoupying
Froedom Residences, a three-hectare
developed area in Ctiambogan, Tagum City.

NHA General Manager and Housing Urhan
Development Coordinating Council Secretary
Goeneral Marcelino Escalada Jr. said a total of
31 former rebels will be the first oceupants
of the first 50 complete units.

P

Lscalada addcd each housing unlt costs
P460,000 with a floor area of 33 square meters
with a lof and extra seven square meters for
laundry area. -

. Once completed, Freedom Resldences will
have a total of 375 units, with provisions for a
training facility to provide NPA surrenderers
with necessary livelihood skills,

Army cominanding general £, Gen, Macaivog
Albertosald it i3 important to prioritize the former
NPA members iii the government's housing
puogeam, to attract more conumunist hsupgents

-to surrender and live peaceflly Instead.

“Some two hectares will also be developed
as a commercial area where owners ¢an
engaga in small businesses” Escalada added.

The 81 former NPA members are among
the fivst 50 beneflciaries who have been fully
evaluated by the government through the
Enhanced-Comprehensive Loca! Evaluation
Program,

¥

Page: 1T .



03 C February 2019

A check, however, showed that the information .prbvi_de?d' by:

Magbanua was false

By Kathleen Mae Bulquerin

, Describing the rebel movement as a
meney-making venture, the military on

<4 the government
anemies’ ploy of
spreading false
information on
the Internoct

S TE 250 purportedly
gﬁ( 8 EEE RS gt i'

Saturday slammed -
<

to lure the gullible into their fold.

‘Maj; Abel Potutan, acting public

information office chief of Avined Foreos
of the Philippines (AFP)-Contral Command,
described the false information being spread
by their enemios as a desperate

. move,

:_‘j‘}designgd to convince

" Potutan said. it was

. people into jolning fsiad
=1, and supporting the

dwindling and weakening movement,

* He was reacting to an online post bya
certaln Juanito Magbanua, who clzimed
the government troeps suffered at loast
27 casualties during a fivéfight with the
communists in Negtos Island last month.

A check, however, showed the
information provided by Magbanua was
false. .~ '

*A desperate move
L. of the enemiles of the
517 state tolure the people

; into joining thefr

< 6 prE

dwindling money-making armed group,”
Potutan said. : :

Potutan claimed on the contrary, it was
the rebels that suffored the-sald number of
casualties and not the mititary,

‘There were only two recorded
casualties from the government side
whon the terrorists blatantly executed one
unarmed and off-duly CAFGU member in
broad daylight and Indiseriminately opened
fire at the Aviny detachment that wonnded
one soldier,” Potutan addad, '

Last month, government troops were

rehels’ |

able to neutralize six NPA terrorists and
selzed sovoral firearins, war materlals and
subversive documents.’ :

. 14. Gen, Noel Clement, commander of
Central Command, said the fake news tactie
used by the NPA will not-work anymors on
the people,

“People are now more discerning, Never
agah} that these bands of bandits could over
de_r(:’ewe al?ne in Negros Island,” Cloment
said. - '

He credited the public for supporting them
in their antiinsurgency campaign,
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~ NDFMAN'S
KILLING BLAMED
ONDUTERTE.

By Brenda Jocson

GAMU, Isabela—Communist rebels have
accused President Rodrigo Duterte of
ordering the summary ekecution of.
National Democratic Front consuitant

- Randy Malayao, who was shot dead in a

parked bus Wednesday. .
Inapress statement released through
its Cagayan Valley Kilusang Rebulusyon
spokesman Bienvenldo Magaiat, the
Communist Party of the Philippines-New
People’s Army-NDF sald Duterte and De-
partment of Justice placed Malayao on a
proscription fist and Qrder of Battle, mak-
Ing him a target of government forces,
The President, the communists sald,
issued Excutive Order 70 that created the
Nattonal Task Force to End the Communist
insurgency, then ordered the all-out war
against both the NPA and the Abu Sayyaf
group last week In the aftermath of the
bombing ofthe JoloCathedral thatclaimed

22lives and injured over 100 others,

Malayao had faced charges filed by
the family of the late Cagayan Governor
Rodolfa Aguinaldo, who was killed In
2001, But these were dismissed, Magalat
said, leading to the NDF consultant’s
release from the Cagayan Provincial Jail
InTuguegarao City.

Accordlng to the military, Malayao

‘was’ona ofthe masterminds”of the com-

munists in the north, being the top NPA
commander in Cagayan Valley.

- Page: -‘

Major Jefferson M. Somera, spokes- '

~ petson of the 5thiinfantry Division at -
", Camp Melchor defa Cruz based here,

said the military was not surprised by the -

- leftists’ accusations and threats,

“In fact we dre used to it. Instead, we

: wlll continue our massive intelligence
" .and information gathering in coordina-
‘tion with other law.enforcerment agen-
_ cles in the area of respon,sfbf_llty 50 that
-we could prevent and foil whatever plans -

the rebels would do;’ he sald.
- The 5th'ID“is very much prepared to

combat whatever atrocitles these insur-

gentswould do to protectall civilians and

_ milftary any time," Somera added.

: Meanwhile the Phlhppme NationalPofice

officeinRegion 2maintained itshelghtened
- alert status In anticipation for leftist-led ral-

lies and any attacks that may occur during

‘Malayao’s vigilin San Pablo, lsabela,

Malayao was once vice president of !
the Koalisyong Makabayan and writer
of the "Northern Dispatch,” the official
publication of the NDF.- - .

OnFriday, ChlefInspector Rex Pascua,

- chief of police of Jones town in Isabéla,

sald they expect rebels from the Benito
TesorioCommand or NPA South Front to

attack government forces ang outposts
‘toavenge Malayao, whose remains were

taken back to San Pabld on Thursday,
-'Pascua said police would put up
checkpoints along the Interior roads of
lsabela’s towns and ask for identification
from passersby in a bid to thwart the
Tesorio rebels, who claimed responsibil-
ity for an ambush that killed two Army
soldlers in Gamu two years ago.
"Wewillremaln alertandkeep ourmen
on the ground. tn fact, we had intensified

~ our guard and alerted our assets;” the po-

iice chief said, noting that Jones towi has
alreadybeen declared an election hot spot
by the Commission on Electlons. A'l
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BARMM
getting i new
complex

in Lamztan

,ByJ 'HN unson I

BASILAN There is ‘2 new

government complex inLami- *
tan City.in this province where |

.the newly created Bangsamoro
‘Autonomous Region in Mus- |

lim Mindanao (BARMM).can

establish a provmcxa] center, -
- The complex, now 90. per-
“ceht complete,. can’ accom-

modate provincial foICE!S of

Turn to Page 10.
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different BARMM a encies,

It is a joint project of the ex--
ecutive department of the.
Autonomous Region in Mus-’
lim Mindanag (ARMM), the

region’s Department of Public

Works and Highways and the
Basilan district enginéering.

office, .

“The BARMM will replace -
the now 29-year ARMM fol-

lowing the ratification of the
Bangsamoro Organic Law
(BOL) last Jan. 21, . '
Soler Undug of the Basilan
district engineering office said

the P120-million main build-
ing of ARMM's supposed pro-.

vincial government complex is
ready for inauguration. -
ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hata-

man, regional public woirks

secretary Don Loong and the
Basilan engineering office

are presently constructing a .,

P60-million auditorium in
the same area. The building
will also be turned over to the

BARMM.

“Lamitan City is proud to |
host the Basilan provincial op-
{P the incoming

" BARMM entity,” Lamitan City.
~Vice Mayor Roderick 't

erations center o

said yesterday. -~
The ARMM administra-
tion is also turning over to

‘the BARMM the rnore -than
P1-billion Basilan transcentral .

road project, portions of which
now straddle the former en-

. claves of the Abu Sayyafinthe

Sampinit Complex in hinter-
lanids of the island proviiice,
~The highway willintercon-
nect Barangay Tumahubongin
Suimisip, Baratigay Mahaya-

hay in Maluso and Barangay,
Santa Clara, located in the
middle of the cities of-_Lfimit_gn‘

and Isabela. - i .

The construction of the
transcentral road involves the
ARMM, .the office of Basilan
Gov. Jim Salliman, the ARMM

-regional police and the West-

1rigay .

eri- Mindanao Command
(Westmincom) of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines.

Lt, Gen, Arnel ‘dela Vega,
commander of Westmincom,
said lie is certain Basilan wiil
become even more peaceful
under BARMM. .'

. "There are existing infra-



structure built by the préselit
ARMM administration in stra=

tegic areas in the provinee in
recent years. There is enough

for BARMM to siart witl},’f .

he said, _ coT

Dela Vega said one proof
that there is sustainable peace
now in Basilan was the peace-

ful conduct last week in Stum-

isip town of the ARMM re-

gional athletic meet involving -
- more than 4,000 students front .

local.schools "aid from the’
. provinces of Maguindanao,

Lanao del Sur, Sulu and Tawi-

Tawi, T
Organizers said holding

)

- “suchi'an event would have -

been impossible anywhere in
Bastlann when thé Abu Sayyaf

| was stilla serious threat tolo-

cal security. .
The venues of different
athletic competitions during

. the regional meet in Sumisip
¢ were former bastions of - the
. -Abu Sayyaf,- - s o
.-/ The Abu Sayyaf, originaily
= "a'small band of radical Islam-
- ists, first emerged in Basilan
.. in the early 1990s and subse-

quently became a Mindanao

Middie Bast. = . .
‘The group, now dominant

. cell of the Islamic State in the

~only in Suly, js feared for its

practice of beheading cap-

_-tves if ransom demands are
“notmet, L

‘ ARMM’s‘.'ed'ucation 'séc_:—
retary Rasol Mitmug Jr. and

-Hataman have separately said
the regional athletic imeet was
-held in Sumisip to show that

the province is now peaceful
following the surrender of
about 300 Abu Sayyaf gunmen
in the past three years,
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Priest who survived
blasts leads cathedral cleanup

By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY ~ A cleanup
of the bombed-out Jolo cathedral has
begun even as investigators have yet
to finish their task of positively iden-
tifying the perpetrators of the carnage.

“An interagency team began its clean-
up work at the Our Lady of Mount .

Carniel Cathedral last Friday; led by the .

priest who was officiating mass when

two bombs exploded within seconds of
each other - one inside and the other
outside - immediately killing 21 people -

and wounding 100 othets. The 22nd vic-
tim died of her injuries lagt Thursday.
Ajoint investigation task group led
by the Philippine National Police (PNP)
and the National. Bureau of Investiga-
tion (NBI) has given the administrator
of the cathedral the go signal to clear

the debris and rubble left by the Jan.

27 terror attack. .
Er, Jeff Nadua, a witness to the trag-
edy, said the church will remain closed.

 tothe public to give way to repairs. He

didn’t say for how long, :
' . Turnt to Page 2

s
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As the cathedral was being cleated of debris; Jus-
tice Secretary Menardo Guevarra complained about
the difficulty faced by the NBIin gathering evidence
due to possible contamination of the crime site. .

“The NBI field operatives aré encountering some dif-
ficulty because there have already been so many people

who werit in and out of the cathedral and may have

accidentally moved the physical evidence,” he said.
President Duterle and some of-his key officials,

_-the fighting was intense, -

- Based on initlal reports, the terror group sustained

- an undetermined number.of casualties. There were
no immediate reports of casualties on the government

- side, he added, . R Do

- A day afteir the ]01_0 _catﬂedfal blasf, .l"li.'é'sii:.léht

. Duterte'ordered the militaty to pulverize the Aby

“Sayyaf. Airstrikes and shelling of suspected. terror
- hideouts in the jungles followed Duterte’s order. -

 Besana sald more troops have also been deployed
* “for blocking mission, to prevent Abu Sayyaf guer-
. rillas:from: slipping out of their besieged jungle

including defense chigf Delfin Lorenzana and PNP  positionis.. -~ °

: chief Director General Oscar Albayalde, had visited
¢ the Dlast site. : R

Involved in the cleanup were local government -

waorkers and firefighters as well as volunteers from
the Muslim community. R
The Autonomous Regior in Muslim Mindanao

. (ARMM) has extended funding assistance for the- ;
- .mation and fake bomb Htireats continue to circulate

repair of the cathedral, S
The assistance was presenled Friday by Abe
¢ Macacua, ARMM-Humanitarian Emergenicy Action
! Response Team (ARMM-HEART) logistic officer on
. behalf of Gov. Mujiv Hataman. L Ca
‘Macacua, representing Hataman and ARMM's
Social Welfare Secretary Laisa Alamia Masuhud,
visited Fr. Romy Saniel, administrator of the Vicariate

of Jolo, to discuss further assistance as well as express
. T '

their solidarity with Christians. .
Saniel was reportedly overwhelmed by offers of
help from ARMM, whicf:also extended P30,000 each
to the families of the victims. :
. Hataman also provided P20,000 assistanice to

n vielling' Confied at Rogpitals in ARMM. = e .00
With President Duterte’s tagging suicide bombers
as responsible for the carnage, authorities are now
eyeing such angle — after initially dismissing it.
Guevarra said an NBI team
sent to Jolo. early last week
to assist in the investigation
would try to pinpoint the iden-
tities of the perpetrators of the
terror attack. ' '
“The NBI is investigating
all possible angles,” Guevarra

said,

. He also revealed he has not

set any deadline for the conclu-
sion of thelr investigation.
The NBL he said, would
also investigate possible con-
nection of the cathedral explo-
sion to the grenade altack on
a mosque in Zamboanga Cily
on Jan.30. The mosque attack
killed two Islamic preachers.

New offensive

Amid heightened security
in Mindanao, Army rangers
encountered some 100 Abu
Sayyaf fighters in the jungles
of Patikul town in Sula.

The troops from the 5thScout
Ranger Battalion under Lt. Col.
Marlo Jomalesa chanced upon
the group of Abu Sayyaf leader
Hajan Sawadjaan atabout 11:30

___ The military official maintained the military.opera-
lion was away from civilian communities, ~ -~ = .
Butt some 350 families from the nearby villages of
Patikul have fled to'safer ground for fear they would
- be caught in the crossfire.. -~ AT
* 7. Despite the offensive, the military is again appeal-
ing to the public for calmand sobriety as misinfor-

in Mindanao. SR I
_Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, commander of the

. Philippine Army’s 6th Infantry Division, assired
the public that government forces are on top of the
situation. - SRR RN
He admitted that the Jolo and Zamboanga City
incidents had caused fear among the people,:and
-that some were taking advantage of the situation to

further sow fear. o 7T o
Sobgjena said he has directed all units under his
command to be always on alert level and to secure

all places of worship and public places, - -~
. "Wewill also-further intensify our intelligence
. effoits and- initiate pro-active sécurity meastires to
“thwart possible hostile plans,” he said..

Avoid sharing messages

He appealed to the public not to spread unverified
messages of possible terror attacks.

“Peace and secutity is everybody's responsibility.
Hence, report to the authorities any security related
issues for the safety of everyone,” ie sald.

“Moreover, I am appealing for sobriety and re-
quest everyone to stop spreading unverified stories
and reports that could aggravate the current situation
in the affected areas,” he added.

The military is “on top of the situation and we
have enough forces to protect the people and secure

-+ the area” in parinership with local government units

and other'stakeholders, he said.
“I call on everyone to be united in our will to
-tesolve the cutrent security threat and look for just
and lasting peace,” he added. ,
"Rest assured that in public service, we are never
above you, we are never below but always beside
you,” he stressed.

Prayer for peace

Meanwhile, an interfaith movement has set noon
“of Feb. 7 as a time for a nationwide prayer for peace.

In a statement, the Pasal.ord Movement said
among those who would be joining them are lead-
ers of the Philippine Navy (PN) who committed to
enjoin their troops to join in the nationwide prayer.

Pasal.ord Movement founder-convenor Bing Pi-
mente] said their aim is to unite Filipinos of various
creeds and denominalions to pray for peace in the
Philippines.

p.m.insitio Sungkog, Bamngaﬁ + “This synchronized ¥1'ayel' will be a historic oc-

Kabbon Takas.

casion. Never has the Philippines or any country in

Col. Geiry Besana, spokes-  the world paused all their activities for a moment to

man for the Western Mindanao
Command (Westmincom), said

lift the nation up to God Almighty,” Pimentel said.
- With Evelyn Macairan, Michael Punongbayan
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By Julie Alipala

and lerome Aning -
@Team_Inquiver
The Natlonal Bureéu of Im;esti-
gation. is conducting its own

. probe of the deadly bomb at-

tack on a Catholic church in Jo-
lo, Sulu province, and a small
mosqgue in Zamboanga City,
Justice Secretary Menardo Gue-
varra said on Saturday.

Guevarra ordered the inves-
tigation a day after Jolo Mayor
Kherkar Tan reiterated his call
for an independent investiga-
tion by human rights groups
while expressing doubts about
the government security mea-
sures before the blasts.

“The NBI is investlgating all
possible angles. The NBI will al-
so include the bombing of the
mosque [because] there “might
be a connection,” Guevarra said
ina statement.

He said investigators in Jolo
were hampered by the state of the
preservation of the crime scene.

"Qur field operatives are en-
countering some difficulty be-
catse so many people have come
in and out of the cathedral and
may have accidentally moved the
physical evidence,"Guevarra said.

‘Mayor airs appeal

The twin explosions at the
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Cathedral in jolo on Jan. 27
killed 22 people and left more
than 100 others wounded.

Two days later, a grenade
was lobbed into the mosque at
Barangay Talon-Talon in Zam-
boanga City, killing two Islamic
preachers, wounding four oth-
ers, and fanning speculation

that the attackwas in retaliation

- For the church bombing. -

In an interview with the In-
quirer, Tan appealed to local

“and international human iights

groups to come to Jolo and in-
vestigate the church bombings,
“1 am asking human rights
groups to come here,.do an in-
dependent factfinding 1 fear
this bombing might end up be-
ing whitewashed,” Tan said.
Residents as well as the fam—
ilies of the victims who either
died or were wounded in the
twin blasts refused to belleve
claims by President Duterteand
other government officials that
Indonesian suicide bombets
may have carried out the attack.

‘Tightly secured’
~ Instead, they wanted securt-
ty forces to answer why the
bomber was able to get inside
the cordoned-off area and
evade the tight security imple-
mented around the cathedral as

_early as seven months ago.

“The church {wasj tightly se-
cured, very secured. Troops
ifrisked and inspected the be-
longings of] every person trying
to get into the premises, we are
not that stupid to buy this (sui-
cide bomber)} theory,” sald Eu-
gene Non, a son of Fe Non, who
died in the blast on the day he
celebrated his birthday.

Based on the security plan of
the Metro Jolo Inter-Agency Task
Group, the cathedral, including
the Notre Dame building, and the
office of the Apostolic Vicariate
of Jolo, had been cordoned off as
early as August last year.Lf

Roadblocks and checkpoints
manned by soldiers of the Army's

AN FEARS W»_\_i’rEWASH, mvmss mau'rs eaourss

'NBI LOOKS INTO BIIMBINGS BUT Jﬂlﬂ MAYOR WANTS
e

35th Infantry Battation were
erected on five roads—General
Arulas  Street, Buyon Sireet,
Travesia Road, Sanchez Road and
Muralla Road---which lead to the
two church structures.

QOther people interviewed by
the Inquirer could not under-
stand how government security
forces in the cordoned-off sec-
tion, called Walled City, failed
to detect the bombs or appre-
hend their carrlers. ]

“Por six to seven months,
the church had been highly se-
cured, soldiers had kept people
out and people were not al-
lowed even to touch the cor-



don,” said Fr. Romeo Saniel,
OMI, apostolic administrator of
the Jolo vicariate. _
Saniel called for justice for
the victims and for securily
forces to be made accountable.

‘A big question’

Tan said it was “a big ques-
tion to all of us here” why a
bomb got through. "No vehicle
was allowed to pass in front of
the cathedral. No vehicle, not
even a motorbike, was allowed
to park nearby,” he said.

Arthur de los Reyes, whose
wife Daisy also died in the blast,
said even getting inside the

cathedral was difficult.

“Our hags, even our small
items, were thoroughly tnspect-
o, so Jwe cannot accept] these
recent reports that a man and
woman were able to get inside
with a backpack. How?" he said.

“There were security lapses,”
he said. “We want them 16 be ac-
countable for that, [ lost my wife,
I and my daughter, Angel, are
still nursing our wounds [from
the blast],” De los Reyes said.

Ridzmar Mukadil, the only
Muslim killed in the attack, was
the sole breadwinner of his fam-
ily in Barangay Godinez. A shoe
repairman, he was also the only

2y

person dl!nWed to stay outside
--the cathedral every Sunday;

‘But although family mem-
bers already accepted his death,

they also warited to kiow why
© thie explosaons took: p[a_u:e in the

tlghtly secured area,

Ghost town at8pam,
The hut where MuKadil llved
was covered with posters which

_tead, "Yes to Bangsamom Or-
: ganic Law.”

. Midz Asilrin, a pedicab driv-

.er, said the road to the cathedral
- was opened to the public only
~ onSundays.

“Tt was opened in mle direc-

" ton only. You could not pass

through if you did not have an
ID),” he sald. .
. Before the hombing and de-.

. spite the threats, Tan said Jolo's

economy flourished.

“Life here was so alive de-
spite the imposition of martial
law, But now, at 8 pm, jolo
looks like a ghost town,” he said.

Everything under control
Senior Supt. Pablo Labra Ij,
police director of Sulu, said secu-
rity forces had imposed a lock-
down arcund the cathedral be-
cause of previous bomb threats.
“But incidents like bombing
happened. It doesn't mean we
are remiss (in our duty} or there
had been negligence in securing
the place. What we do, we just
focus on our work,” Labra said.
Col. Gerald Monfort, spokes-
person for the Army’s 1th In-
fantry Division, dented rumors
that residents were at risk of be-
ing shot and killed by security
forces if they were found outside
their homes after g p.m. INQ
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Clashes
ongomg
n Sulu

L ByZEA [} cnnsmmo

DAVAO OITY e Govemmcnt '
t 00PS encountmed about, 100 ﬁght—
ers of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in
Patikul; Suti Saturday morning.
Ina text message to The Menila -
- Bulletin, Lt. Col: Gerry Besana,
spokesman; of the Sixth Infantry
Division (6th ID), said the encounter .
oceurred at-around 11:30-am. on ~
Saturday in Sitio Sungkog, Bar anf,ay
Kabbon Taka. . ]
He said troops of the Fifth §cout»
Ranger Baitalion ericountered the
- group of Hajan Sawadjaan. '
Firefight was slill ongoing, ac-
cording to Besang, who added that
therewas, sofat noreporiedly casu- |3
alty on the side of the government.

T R L T e g,
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Ma umdanao
Moro clan -
War settled

LAMP SION(:CO Magumdanao ._

(PNA) Moto families locked i a long-

standmg family fend {thathas claimedlives -
from both sides agreed on I‘uday to bury -
the hatchet, and end their bloody W:]l with,
. the help of the Philippine Army, - o

" Using a.diplomatic apploach, the

Army s 37th Infaniry Battalion (IB) seftled

the feud between the two families in Bul:
donh, Maguindanad iri‘s simple cerem(my o
held at the 37(h 1B Alpha Compaily cony-.
misind post in Sitio Bura, Bax‘angay 01 mg,

Buldon, Maguindanao; "

Lt Col. Roberle Go Jn 37th IB cohi-
mandey, said the families of Ape, Man-
gurong, and ‘Tabubong of Barangay Edcor

were engaged in along-drawn feud, or-

. rangay Nuyo.

“rido®, with the fdmﬂr of Mismar of Ba-

4Tt started from
when one of the family metbers of the
Ape-Mangurong family. accidentally shot
and caused the untimely dealh 'qf amem-

* her of the family of Misiman"” Go safd,

Altacks and counter-atacks have since
hecome the order of the day for both clans,
whieh are even related with each other by
bloed, until the Army intervened.

deer huntmg trip

v




BY ROY D.R. NARRA ‘ , eign terrorist, identified as Abu Black,
' was among the 150 Abu Sayyaf rebels

FOREIGN terrorist was among those killed when  ho battled members of the 5th Scout
Ranger Battalion at Sitio Sungkogin in

 soldiers clashed with more than 100 members of the Baangay Kabbon Takas,
- Abu Sayyaf Group in Patikul, Sulu on Saturday, the The military is yet to determine Abu

military said. Black's nationality,

s Someone |identified) as Abu Black
Lt. Col. C‘crald Monfort, spokes Force Sulu, W8, [was| among the terrorists killed. We still
" for Joint Task  said the for- &

4 don't know his nationality,” Monfort

m

said in a news briefing. He added that two

-other, Abu Sayyaf rebels died in the hour-

long clash, while 13 others were injured.

= ‘The fierce firefight in the rebels’ moun-

tain lair also left five soldiers dead and five
others injured, Monfort said,

He added that the group that clashed

with soldiers was led by Hatib Harm

Sawadjaan, who was :
lash A2 ‘j’:-i
L




Fi CLASH FROM Al

Foreign terrorlst

allegedly invoived in the twin
bombings at the Qur Lady of
Mount Carmel Cathedral in )olo,
Sulu on January 27, .

"The fight between the two
[groups) was intense since our
troops were trying to capture the
high ground,” Monfort said.

lnterior Secretary Eduardo Afio
on lriday confirmed that Ihdone-
sian suicide bombers were behind
the Jolo blasts.

An intelligence source said the
terrorists, a man and a woman,
caine info contact with the group
controlled by Sawadjaan, whose
Ajang-Ajang subgroup ran errands
for the Abu Sayyaf kidnap and ter-
ror group,

Based on eyewitness accounts,
the woman brought the bag con-
taining the bomb, and placed iton
one of the pews, She detonated it
from a distance,

“The second IED (improvised

explosive dewce) was beheved to
have been detonated by the man

himself with thé bag attached to
his body,” the source said. =

Col. Noel Detoyato, military . dri
terrorism,” Dutferte said.

public affairs chief, confirmed that

the two sets of body parts were.
_ recovered by authorities in Jolo.
Soldiers also fought mem--

bers of the Ajang-ajang faction
onThursday, but no casualties
were reported.

Immediately after the ]olo
cathedral attack, the military
launched air strikes on the lairs
of Abu Sayyaf rebels, in compli-
ance with the order of President

Rodrigo Duterte to crush the ter-

rorist group.
The President on S1turday
sought the help of local officials
in fighting terrorism.
In his message at the Barangay
Suminit on Peace and Order in
Palo, Leyte, Duierte vowed to do

hisbest io preserve and protect the

natnon, but that he would ne¢d the
cooperation of comm_umnes
“It is imperative fot our local

commumttes to contribute to

 this undettakmg by advocatmg

- and implementing policies and ‘
progeams that strengthen the gov-
ernment’s campaign against illegal

drugs, criminality, corruption and

“Peace and order and the adher-

- ence to the rulé of law are vital in

enisuring the progress of a nation,”
headded.

" The President expressed hope
that local leaders would unite to
fight threats to their localities,

High alert .

The terror attacks in Mindanao
_also prompted the Philippine

Coast Guard (PCG) in Hoilo to
heighten its alert status.

PCG-Ilo ilo commander, Lt.
Commander Rodolfo dela Peiia,
said 20 PCC personnel were de-
ployed to lloilo and Guimaras to

~ augment the security force there.

o "Wé héd d'o“_ubled oureffortsin’

ensuring the safety of inbound

- and outbound passengers last !
Dinagyang Festival. Now,  can -
say that our efforts tripled,” dela

Pefia said.

He said security measures were
aimed to prevent the entry of any
terror group, :

~The PCG in Western Visayas

- said it was possible for some ter-

for groups o penetrate the isltand
through motorized bancas, thus
the need for regular s hore patrols,

dela Peiia said.

“We continue to monitor our
shores since terror groups might
gain access to Hoilo through the
watets,” he said.

He sdid cargo trucks and roll-
on, roll-off (RoRo) vessels com-
ing in and out of Noilo ports, as
well as the baggage of inbound
and outbound passengers will be -
thoroughly screened.

Dela Pefia called on village of-
ficials to report strangers in their
neighborhood.

WITH CATHERINE
VALENTE AND PNA
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Military helps settle
Maguindanao rido

Government troops based in Magtiiﬂdanao yesterdéy

reported that they suecessfully helped scttle the
bloody fouryear feud or "rido” betwe'en four influential .

families in Buldon town.

“Rido” is & Moro term which meai:s
bloody family feud resulting in prolonged
violence in areas that they kappen.

L. Col. Roberto Go Ji, commander of 37 [nfantry

Battalion, said he along with Buldon Mayor Abolais
Manalae, Vice Mayor Cairydin Pangunutan and-
. Barangay Nuyo Chalrman Al Gumaga, served ds A
“witness as the warring familles declded o bury the

hatchet, - - :

7 “Rido” is a Moro term which means bloddy family
" foud resulting in prolohged violence In' areas that

BHA

: tﬁey hal-JiJen_." o o
~ Go.said thoy helped settlo the feud involving

the families of Ape, Mangurong and Tabubong from
Barangay Edcor with the Mistaar family from Barangay
Nuyd of Buldon town, '
According to reports, a deer hunting irip by the
familles of Ape, Mangurong and Tabubong had gone

- wrong, when oue of thefr family members accidentally

shot and killed & member of Mismar family,

- The Incident triggered the "rido” which iscommon
".:An: Buldon, 93/ L

- Because of the growing violence, the military
- decided to step in and helped settle the foud,

... - The trove rosulted fn both families surrendering

their firearms and vowing to stop the bloodbath,
' SR : KMB

. N
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Troops of the bth Scout

Ranger Battahon under

“'Tit. Col. Marlo Jomalesa:
eéncountered more.or. - |
less 100°ASG members
. under Sawad,laan that
.;;,'prompted an exchange _
}?i'of fire | ' :

Pres1dent Duterte s order E

- for an all-out way agamst terror ¢
» neutralized a “high- value target”

{ under Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

;leader Hatlb Hajan Sawadjasn - :

but cost the lives of five soldiers

l L while ﬁve others were woutided . i
' in an armied clash between state - -
' forces and the ASG in Petnkul .

| Sulu yesterday rum to paga 2 .

23




Terror Ieader slain

I ordered you to destroy the orgamzatwn. I’m

ordering you now: pulverlze the Abuy Sayyaf by

whatever means -

Islamic State (I8) in an-all-out
war campaign afier the twin
bombings of the OQur Lady of
Mount Carmel Cathedral in Jolo
that killed 21 people, .

. Bessma sald.tho fneflght

happened at-d “thickly vegetated” .
”. area i Sitto Sungkbg,Barangay”
- ‘Kabbon quas in Patikul arotind - -
- 11380 aum, and lasted: for lmOSf:

two hours.:
. “The enemy fo:ce is stlll
roig n. this areg so our troops

ntiucting air -strikes. against

+* gommander Brig.* Gen. Divino
. Rey Pabayo said the conflict was
=5till ongoing.

.. The Joint Task Foree Suilu
. roported troops of the 5th Scout
-~ Ranger. Battalion under Lt. Col.
" 'Mdrlo- Jomalesa encountered
<. more- oi-less 100 ASG members
. Sunder Sawa({]'mn that prompted
azt exchange of {ive.

_cse_we the country _
Last 29 January, Mr,
uterte: ordered the military
“to-pulverize” the terror group
which was implicated in the

hombing.
“I ordered you to dostroy

e still haying.a hald time due-
e thick vegetatlon " hg said."
'Apalt from -the, fi reﬁght of" .
thg :ground, the military is- also

6. ASG “Joint: Task- Force Sulu -

the organization, I'm ordering
you now: puiverize the Abu
Sayyaf by whatever means,” the
Gommander-in-Chief strongly
mandated the' government's
forces after the:Islamic State,

”thmugh their local counteipalt :
_“Abu Sayyat” Ke'said.”

-“So what you ean do is if you

are about to conduct bombmgs,
__tell the people_to move. out
~ Put them.in a plaee and the
'goyelmnent will pay for their

needs, 'l'laen let go of the bn]lets "

" he added.”

fQur, duty s to pmtect the

‘Filipino people And, second. is

natioi., 1f we lose Jolo, averi just

one islanid, well; we have failed
in owr missmn to preserve the
territory of the Republic of the
Philippines,” he satd.

The Abu Sayyaf has “no
ideology” and declared
loyalty to the “evil
movement” of IS,

The President expressed
outrage over the tervorist attacks
in the Jolo’ church and said
despite the presenice of rebellions

“groups such as the Moro National

Liberation Front of Nur Misuari
in Jolo, the Christians and
Joloanes “continue to live in

A

 From page 1

* Another ASG. leader, Indang
Susukan, reportedly lost an arm

it the skirmish,
7 Col: Gefry: Bemna, Almed_;.
I"mces of thie-Philippings (AFP).
- Western Mindanaé Cominand-
spokesman e‘;t:mated three Wer
“killed ‘and -more; than 15 were:
' -mjuled among the bandits’ . -
: ¢ :President ordered. state

peace together.” .

“The Abu Sayyaf has *no
ideology” and deelaved loyalty to
the “evil movement” of I8,” Mr,
Dutorte said.

. * "AFP not convinced

Despite statements from the
Department of National Defense
(DND) dnd the Department of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) that suicide bombers
wore responsible for. the deadlﬁ
bombings, the AFP sald it is no¢
yet convinced that these were
cases of suicide bombings,. 3

APP spokesman Brig: Gen
Edgard Arevalo said uutlai
investigations have found
other leads that discounted
the possibility of a suicidé
hombing, noting that the military
earlier had announced that
invostigations reveoaled the
improvised explosive device that
went off insitle the eathedral was

“remotely" detonated and that
this would already dispel lepmts
of a suicide bombing.

“There were other loads in the
initial investigation that can rule
out suicide bombing,” Arevalo
said despite President Rodrigo
Duterte, DND Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana and Interior Secretary
Ednarde Afio's statements that it
was indeed a suicide bombing,
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HFAVY fi I\hng erupt-
ed yestexc '1y between
government troops and
an estimated 100 heavi-
ly-armed Abu Sayyaf
bar: in Iatikul, Sulu
ter .ing five soldiers
dead and five others
wounded,

e Joint Task lorce
Sulu s validating an in-
tefligence information
that three bandits were
also killed while 13 oth-
ersalsoonthe enemy side
were Injured in the ex-
change of five,

The clash occwred as
troops pressed their hunt
for 4 suspect in last Sun-
day’s bombing at the Jolo
Cathedtal which killed 22
and injured at least 100
others.

The fighting erupted
when members of the
Army's 5" Scout Ran§0r
Battalion accidéntally
crogsed the path of Abu
Sayyaf gumnen led by
Commander Hajan Saw-
adjaan in Bgy. Kabon

Takas in Pahiut around
11 am. yesterday.

Sawadjaan is wanted

for his reported involve-

mentinthedeadly church

bombing in Jolo,

There were reports
that the group of elusive
Abu Sayyaf Commander

February 2019

Radullan Sahiron n]ms
Commander . Puto! réin--

forced the group of Saw-
adjaan, triggering heavy
fighting.

Sahiron is the subject
of a US$1 million bounty
offered by the Unijted

States government. Heis .

wanted for his alleged
involvement in the kid-

‘napping of an Amcrican .
" Government Sectetary

citizen ony November 14,
1993; the infamous May
2001 Dos Palmas kidnap-
K&ngs of U.5. nationals
artin and Gracia Burn-
hamand 17 Rilipinos, and
the killing of dozens of
security forces in ambus-
cades in Sulu. .
More military and po-
lice reinforcements were
sent to the area as Police
went on ful[ alert in the

entive pmvmce and ‘the

rest of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mind-
anao to thwart more Abu
Sayyafoffenswes,mclud-
ing bombings.

The overnment
troops wereled by Lt. Col,
Marlo Jomalesa, said
Armed Forces Western
Mindanao Command
spokesman Lt Col. Gerry
Basana.

The cncounter oc-
curred days after Air

Forcehelicoptergunships

By Altred
Balizon -

pounded some Abu
Sayyaf targets in Patikul

althoughsourcessaid that

theaerial attack was “very

' llmlted”smc_e themilitary
doesn’t” want to -hit the:

civitian populace.
Interior and  Lacal

Bduaedo -Afio -had sald
that Indonesian suicide
botbers guided by the

- ‘Abu Sayyaf group were

the culprits in _the Jolo
chuch bombing, making
him the latest top securl-
dy official to affirm Presi-

ent Rodngo Duterte s
eaclier claim,

Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana also
said he believes suicide
bombers were tesponsi-
ble for the twin blasts, He
said {forensicinvestigators
of the Philippine Nation-
al Police are looking at
body parts, saying these
could belong to two per-
50118, -

Police officials in-
volved in the investiga-
tion of the twin bombings
maintained that accounts
from witnesses and piec-
es of physical evidence
“were pointing or lead-

scenario,” said I’N

-spokesiman 8r, Supt Ber-

nard Banac. :
“Actually, DNA test-
mg is still bemg done, so
we're just waiting now
for the résults to deter-
mine that indeed, the
body parts catne from

. .one or two persons that

may lead to the conclu-
sion that the attack wasa
snicidé bombing,” s alci
Banac. )

The 22™ -victim, . Thel— ,
ma Villanueva, died on.

Thursday atthe Zamboan-
ga City Medical Center.
Of 'the 22 killed, six
were soldiers, one was a
member of the Phili pine

Coast Guard, and 15 were -

civilians, The wounded

were 14 soldiers, two

Coast Guard servicemen
and 85 civilians. .

The bombing has an-
gered President Duterte
who-ordered a complete
Iockdown of Jolo.

HIGHTENED ALERT
IN MAGUINDANAO
" Philippine Army 6th
Infantry Division com-
mander Brig. Gen. Cirili-
to Sobejana ordered his
men to secure all places
of worship, publi¢ places
and placesofconvergence

lmers killed in clash
hu Ilamllts in Suly’

ingloa Sl.llCidG bombm :

in' Maguindanao to pre-
ventd repeat of the dead-
ly bwin Dlasts at thie Jolo
Cathedral and the bomb-

. ing of a mosque in Zam-

boanga City.-~~ -
He also ordered his
men fo 1ntu1sify their in-

: te]hgence efforts and ini-
- tiate pro-active security
. measures to thwm‘t at-

tacks,

“The move was made
to lessen the fear among
the residents after mes-
sages clreilated on social
niedia threatening more

. bombings. ,

Sobejana appealed to

_the public not to spread

annoying messaglig that
would frighten the popu--
lace.

“We appeal to the pub-
lic not to spread annoy-
ing messages uhless veri-
fied to be true, Tam ask-
ing for sobriety and re-
?uest everyone: to stop

rom spreading unveri-
fied stories and reports
that could aggravate the
current situation in the
affected areas, ” Sobejana
said.

The official assured
that the AFP is on top of
the situation and have
enough forces to prolect
the people,

With Zalda delos Reyes
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Nagiunsad kahapon
ng alr strike operations
ang militar sa pinagku-
kutaan ng Bangsam-
oro Islamic Freedom
Fighters-Daesh, slamic
State of Irag and Syria
(IS18) inspired terror
group sa Sitio Tatak,
Brgy. Tuga! Sultan sa
Barongls, Maguindanao
kahapon ng umaga.
Avon kay Major

K uta ng ter rtsta sa Magumdfmao bmomb(t

Arvm Encmas taga--
pagoahta ng 6th Infanlly .
- groups.

Division (IDY. ng Philip-

‘plne Army; dakong alas-
*6:00 ng umaga nang

simulan ang air strike
operation.
Sinabi ni Encmas

. nagresulta ang opera-

syon sd.pagkasira ng
mga bunkers at- fox-

‘holes sa nasabing kuta

na pinagkakaniungan

ng tma!ayang nasa 20
Daesh inspired terrorist

Nabatid na naka-

“tanggap ng Intelligence

report ang Army’s 6 1D
na tinatayang 30-40
dayuhang térorista ang
posibléeng nakapasok
sa. Central Mindanao

- at naghabalak magha-

sik ng terorismo. {Joy
Canlos)
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Suicid ! bers “Pin
Nakakaalarma’, ayon kay Lacson

Maging si Senator Panfilo *Ping"” Lacson, dating-
hepe ng Philippine National Police, ay nagpahayag
ng pagkaalarma ’sa pahayag ni Interior Secretary
Eduardo Aflo na dalawang Indonesian sulcide bomb- . -
srs ang nasa likod umano ng dalawang pagsabog sa
Jolo, Sulu.". S DD :

Ayon kay Lacson, ito ang unang pagkakataon na
nagkaroon ng sulcide bombing sa Pilipinas dahil dati
naman &y naka-femote control ang pagpapasabog
ngbomba. T e

“Alarming. Kasl kung babalikan natin, ngayon tang
nagkaroon ng suicide bombing sa Pilipinas. Datl na-
kalanim ang bomba, remote control,” sabl ni Lacson,

ldinagdag ni: Lacson na dapat maalarma ang
fahat dahil-mas lalong nagiging “deadly” at delikado
ang sitwasyon kapag nakapasok sa hansa ang mga
suicide bombers. - L

Nagbabala rin siLacson sa posibiidad na mismong
mga Fllipino ang maging suicide bombers dahil tyak
na magiging madalas ito. " . : e

Pinayuhan ni Lacson ang Armed Forces of the
Philippines na magbuo ng isang compositetask force
na tututok sa Jolo hombing upang ma-reconstrict
ang crime scene at maging mas malalim ang imbesti-
gasyon, (Malou Escudero)

7
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Magumdanao

By Al a‘;macmmnu L

ﬁ group of Bangsamora [slamic
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) who were

slghted in Sullan-sa-Bavongis, Magu-

indanao, a military official said.

Capt. Atvin Encinas, head of the

Sixth Infantry Division Public Affairs

" Office, said the stiike started at about
© 6 a.im.; which was promptly followed by -
'gmuml troops, who combed through
- Barangay Tugal in Sullan-sa-Bav ongis

town where move than 20 followers of

Solalmdn Has«mn under the BII:I‘Abu )

: To1a1fe f'\ctton wele spott ;
- “We areslil monitoring the 1esult of i
the operation,” Encinas toldThe Manila - -
Bulletin Satuwday noon. . i

‘% O'FABA'IOCITY—Backedby‘ _
airstrikes, soldiers continued - 1
theirhot pursuit Salurdayofa

i

CORILLETIE P e

e %%hﬂ ‘; Hkl*a i HEWATAYYS

Tmﬁps in hot pursmt of BIFF i m

He said the operation was “surglcal
in nature whergin troops were uixder

Jnstruetion to ensire the safety of i inno-

cent civilians as much as possible.
The Toralfe faction in the BIFF has

" bedn tagged as Is]dmic State(ISIS) -in-
b spned and opetates in: Magumdanao

" Two'other BIFF factions aré ex”
-pected to return to the folds of law if
-the pmposed Bangsamora Autonomous 7
‘Region in Musfim Mindanao (BARMM)

i§'put in place according to ‘officials

‘of the Mmo Islamlc Liberation ant.‘

O L

“The eleatlon of. BARMM was ple
scribed undel Republic Act 11054 or
the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL),

which was ratified overwhelmingly In
‘ the January 21 plebiscite across the

Autonomoufs Region in Muslim Mind-
ango (ARMM). -
_The Army' s 33 d fnfantey Bﬂttahon

: (33IB), whieh is inyolved in the eur-
_ rent mititary offensive, provided 120
households in Barangay Tigay with

solar-rechargeable flash lights and six

'lamps with posts last week. The haran-
© gay remains without eleetricity and is
located on the banks of Lhe Liguasan

Mansh, }.1,
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Military Iaunches alrstrlkes d.

COTABATOCITY ~The milltary .

launched airstrikes  against
Islamic State-inspired members
of the outlawed Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters in
Maguindanao yesterday.

Capt. Arvin Encinas, head of
the Army 6th Infantry Division
Public. Affairs QOffice, said the
airstrikes in Barangay Tugal in
Sultan-sa-Barongis In support

" of troops hunting more than 20

followers of Solalman Hassan
under the BIFF-Abu Toraife
faction started at about 6 a.m.

“We are stlll monltoring the

result of the operation, Enclnas
said. :
He said the. operatlon was
“surgical” In nature I ‘which
troops were under Instruction

10 ensure safety of Innocent

civillans as much as possible,
The Toraife faction of the
BIFF has been tagged as an I$-
insplred band in Maguindanao.
Two other BIFF factions are
likely Inclined to join the fold of
{aw if the proposed Bangsamoro

- Autonomous Reglon In Muslim

‘vs BIFF faction in Magumdanao

Mlndanao is'put in place and
shows ~ favorable  functions,

according to officlals of the

Maro Islamic Liberation Front.
The creation of BARMM s

prescribed  under  Republic

Act’ 11054 or the Bangsamoro
Organic  Law, which was

“ratified overwhelmingly in the.

Jan. 21 plebiscite across the
Autonomous Region in Muslim

‘Mindanao, which the new

entity will replace and absorb.
(Ali Macabalang and Mattin
Sadongdong)
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Upang  (uluyang durugin ang

mga grupong terorista sa Mindanao,
naglunsadangmi!ilarkahaponngmnaga
ng inalinding swrgical ait, artillery, at
ground operations s natukoy nakutang

BangsamotoTslamic Freedont Fighterssa
_ isang bagansa Maguindanao.

“Ginabi ni Major Arvin Encinas, hepe

ng Public Affairs Officeng 6th Infantry

Division (6ID) ng Philippine Army, na
nagsagawaangJoint Task T'orce Cenlral
{ITFC) ng pinaigling naoperasyonsa Sitio
“Tatak, Barangay Tugal, Sultan Sa Barongis,
Maguindaniobandang 6:00 ng umaga.
‘Ayonkay Encinas, gumanii angJ11C
ng dafawang OV-10 bomber plane nang
paulanan nito ng hindi hababasa walong
250-pound aerial bombs sa inga kuta
ng; BIFE, kung saon nasa 20 feroristang
madimplusvensiyahan ng Islaic State of

 Mi MARTIN A, SADONGDONG -
Tragand Syria ISJ6) anguakatifa, sailalim

ni Salahuclin Hassan, P
_ Kabilang sl Hassansam abinanggitsa

reklamong niliainng Police Regional Orfice -

(PRO)-121aban kay Abu Toraife, liderng,
paksiyonng BIFF na nagdeklarangsuporta
salSls. - - :

Ang roklanio ay may kaugnayansa
pambobombasaisang intemetcafésalsulan,
Sultan KudaratnoongSelyembre, 2018,
nanagresultasapagkamatay ng dafawang
kalao, al pagkasugatng 141iaibapa.

T Iabang isinusulat ang balitang ito,
sinabini Encinasna walapang impormnasyon
ang milifarsamaging resulia ng aistrikes,
partikularsamganasawio nasugatin.

Gayunman, tiniyak ni Encines na -

nawasak ngoperasyonang kutang Bigr
salugar. o
nabil namanai Major Genetal Cirlito

“Sobjana,commanderng JTFC, na pakafull
" dectang militarsan ayonmatapos nilang

matanggapang intelligencereportna may

‘40 dayUhang terorista ang nakapasok sa

bansa, . ] ;
- Ga'Palikul, Sulu, nakaengkuwentro

ng militarang nasa 100 miyentbrong Abg

Sayyal Group (ASG) kahaponng umaga.

Sa text message sa BALITA, sinabi
ni Ltc: Gerry Besana, na nangyati ang
sagupaan bandang 11:30 ng umaga sa
Siilo Sungkog, Barangay Kabbon Taka
sa Patikul. . .

Aniya, nakacngkuwenlro ng 5th

-Scout Ranger Battalion ang grupo ni

Hajan Sawadjaan, at kasolukuyan pang :
nangyayari anig bakbakan habang
isinusulat ang balitang o,

May ulat ol ZeaC. capistiario




N to violence — MILF

Pantar, Tagoloan and Tangkal.
In a video post, the con-
.-troversial commander of the

'LIGAN CITY: “Vote ‘Yes' ai

p C , VOte' Yes f?l‘ P}’—_ac_e and MILF Northwestern Mindanao

] 'No'to continued violence.” This was the Command Abdullah Macapaar,

K. message of the Moro Islamic Liberation popularly known as Com- -
. . mander Bravo, appealed to

Front (M‘ILF) top commander in a state- (. for ynity and peace to

ment urging the people of Lanao del Norte vote *Yes” on February 6 for

to vote ‘Yes’ on February 6, the second pleb-  the inclusion of the six mu-

iscite for the ratification of the Bangsamoro nicipalities in the BARMNM,

i{e expressed his group’s ap-
Organic Law (BOL). A aneo de

BY MASIDING NOOR YAHYA

peal to all voters in Lanao del
Norte to vote "Yes" for peace -

On the other hand, the Dima-
poro clan in Lanao del Norte is
strongly opposed to the inclu-
sion of six towns in Lanao del

vote for ‘Yes’ means that you
want peace and you give us the
opportunity to live in peace
and we will take this as a debt
of gratitude.”

“But if you vote 'No, you
vmlue pur right to live in
peace " he added, noting
that is what the MILF and
the government are avoiding

as it may result in conflict in.

Lanao del Norte.

The second Bangsamoro pleb-
iscite on February 6 will be held
in the six towns of Lanao del
Norte and 67 barangay (vil-
lages) in North Cotabato.

The first plebiscite held on

Norte in the new Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region in Muslim-

Mindanao (BARMM). These
are Balo-i, Munai, Nunungan,

¥

January 21 resulted in a big
"Yes” win for the BOL in the
existing Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao as well
as in Cotabato City.

This is the culmination of
the peace process began by
the Aquino 3rd administration
and the MILE aimed at grant-
ing genuine self-rule for Moros
and ending decades of conflict
in the region.

During the Arroyo’s admin-
istration, Commander Bravo
attacked communities in Lanao
del Norte when peace negotia-
tions bogged down.

In January, Secretary Car-

N

and prosperity and for the fu-
ture of their children,

“We don't want war,” the
MILF commander said. “Your

lito Galvez Jr. of the Office of
the Presidential Assistant for
the Peace Process brokered a
dialogue between Bravo and the
Dimaporos to ensure a peaceful
plebiscite in Lanao del Norte.
Both parties promised that there
would be no violence during the
conduct of the plebiscite,

Meanwhile, in a news briefing
in Cagayan de Oro on [lriday,
$alahoden Benhamza, legal
officer for the MILF's North-
western Mindanao Command,
said’a "No” vote could disen-
franchise Moro youth, and this
might encourage them to Tise
up and rebel. ff’}/
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~ 'Yes'for peace,
'No'to violence -

BY ROY D.K. NA'RRA

ILF

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the 6th Infantiy
Division, issued the statement
foltowing reports that some indi-
viduals have circulated messages
‘on social media on alleged threats
of bombings in some areas.

He said the bomb threats cir-
culating on social media were

;1? 8 “WHE Armed Forces of the Philippines called
on the public to refrain from sharing
unverified reports of possible bombing
incidents as these could spread fear or worsen
the security situation.

unverified,

“With the very volatile situation,
there are some individuals who are
circulating messages in the social
media threatening the public of
more bombings has triggered fear
among the populace,” Sobejana
said. "I am appealing for sobriety
and request everyone 1o stop from

spreading unverified stories and
reports that could aggravate the
current situations in the affected
areas.”

The military official assured the
public that security officials have
taken steps to protect the people.

He said woops under his com- -

mand have been ordered to guard

areas of convergence, including
places of worship. '

"We will also further tntensﬂy
our intelligence efforts and initi-
ate pro-active security meastires to
thwart possible hostile plans. We

- appeal to the public not to spread

annoying messages unless verified
to be true,” Sobejana said.
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By.J@gg'i'l,rg;_h: ot i

MILITARY authorities ‘appear
skeptical the twin explosions «
in Jolo last weekend were LV
cide bombings despite’claims
they were by President Rodlrigo
Duterie and Interior Secrotary
Eduardo Aio, g

Ao said Indonesian suicide
bombers guided by the Abu
Sayyafl group were the culprits,

f‘l-‘b’;ﬁ:&&.\"l&‘:z?mww-;.m..w-—-'w&..-h_ 4

2ol i:‘»ma:w».'i-m:aww.v_-i}pa.-;mw;ﬁn.-.- irin

Defense Secretary Delfin Lor- -

‘enzana on Friday also said he

believed suicide hombers were
responsible for the blasts, add-
ing forensic investigators of the

: TurnioA2
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Philippine National Pollcé were look-
ing at body parts, saying these could

belong to two persons-—one inside

the church and another outside, -

The bombingsimmediately senta
security ripple In the country’s major
airport facilities while the Civil Avla-
tion Authority of the Philippines acti-
vated Alrport Security Committees to
prepare against threats of terfor and
provide safe air transport services to
the riding public. '

The AFP had said initial investiga-
tion suggested the improvised explo-

sive device (IED) that went off inside

the cathedral was “remotely” deto-

nated, and that this would already

dispel reports of a suicide bombing, -

In Manifa, the Ninoy Aquino Inter-

 natlonal Alrport-Office for Transgor-

tation Security instructed personnel

to make simultaneous checking of all.
- passengers entering at the Initial and -
final secutity check to ensure that no -

fitearms or explosives could be smug-

* gled into four airportterminals, -

Last Monday, the CAAP Initlated
security committee meetings in its
12 area centers nationwide to révisit
and update the alrports'contingency
plans and simulate bomb incident
management exercises.

The authorities discussed varlous

"

areas of security Including aircraft se-
curity checks upon disembarkation,
aircraft access management, manda-

-toryremaval of shoes, In-Flight Cater-

Ing Security Plan development, and
random searches using the Explosive
Trace Detection System, :
in the landside and airside areas
of alrport security, measures such
as the.deployment of behavioral
observation personnel at the pas-
senger terminal building front-of-
the-house and landside parking
area, Increasing security patrof
visibllity, deployment of govern-
ment armored assets, K9 Explosive
Detection Units, and bomb squad,
and the development of a strong
security culture amongst airport

stakeholders were discussed,

The committee also discussed
updates on the observance and im-
plementation of the (OTS) Security
Condition 2 (SECCO 2)

In compliance with the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization’s
current National Civil Aviation Secy-
rity Programand Alrport Security Pro-
gram, SECCO 2 s defined as verifiable
intelligenceindicating the probability
that civil aviation operations have
been targeted for attack,

"SECCO 2requires further security
enhancement from alrcraft operators
and stateagencies, such as the CAAP
to manhage the risk of flights,” said
CAAP Medla Communications chief
and spokesman Eric Apolonio,
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: ly Francisco ”i'uyay

EIGHT people- -—-ﬁve soldiers and

¢ three Abu Sayyaf bandits—were

killed while more than 20 were

wounded in an armed clash be-"

tween government troops and
an estimated 100 Abu Sayyaf
in Patikul, Sulu on Saturday, the
military said,

Troops hunting down terrorists

| who engineered the Jolo Cathe-
- dral bombing in Jolo clashed .
anew, this time with a large con- -

centration of the bandit group,

Tuiato A2 i



among them a suspect inthe twin blasts
that killed 22 and hurt at [east 100 oth-
ers in the capital town of Jolo last week,

" The “ntense firefight” between the

5th ScoutRanger Battalion and the Abu -

Sayyaf members under a certain Hajan
sawadjaan erupted in Barangay Kab-
bon Takas shortly before noon, military
officials told reporters.

Sawadjaan is an Abu Sayyaf leader
believed tobe involved in the bombings
at the Jolo Cathedral during a Mass on

Jan2z,

In his report, Col. Gerry Besana;

spokesperson of the Western Mindanao .

Command, sald the fighting started at
about 11:30 am. and raged on to late
afternoon, _ . '

The gunbattle entered its fourth day
after the awful bomb attack jabeled as
a suicide bombing, apparently pulled
off by Indonesian jihadist couple that
claimed 22 people dead and wounded
123 others, C e

Besana said the fresh fighting erupt-
ed as troops from the 5th Scout Ranger
Battalion under Lt. Col. Marlo Jomalesa
encountered an estimated 100 heavily
armed Abu Sayyaf militants under Hatib

Sawadjaan at Sitio Sungkog, Barangay
Kabbon Takas in Patikul,

- Initially, the ASG reportedly inflicted
and undetérmined number of casual-
ties with governmeht forces suffering

" nodeaths,

- There was no confirmation yet
whether Sawadjaan was actually fead-
Ing the large group of terrorists when
‘spotted by soldiers onrelentless pursuit
against the enemy of the state,

Sawad]Jaan was classified as a no-
torfous terrorist behind the killing of
Canadians John Ridsdel and Robert Hall
in 2016 and figured in the kidnapping of
teachersin Basilan, .

The terrorist sub-leader operates in

Sulu with hundreds of fighters equipped
with sophisticated weapons. '

OnWednesday, government forces
pounded ASG positions in the ridges
of Patikul, Sulu after. Presldent Rod-
rigo Duterte ordered troops to crush
the terrorist group following the twin
blasts In Mt. Carme! Church, sparking
skirmishes,

Theday after,amemberofthe Ajang-
Ajang wing of the ASG under Sawadjaan,
OmmalUsop, was killed in shootout with
troops in Brgy Latih, Patikul town,

Besana identified Usop as one of 13
members of the Ajang-Ajang group
responsible in the twin bombing in Mt,
Carmel Church last Sunday,
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JOIN WARVS. CRIMINALITY,
RODY URGES VIL I.AGE EX CS

By Vito Barcelo

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte has urged all
barangay officials to join the government’s
fight against all forms of criminality and
illegal drugs, saying community officials

play a vital role in'ensuring peace and order in the

country.

In his message during the Baran-

gay Summit on Peace and Order In-
“Palo, Leyte, as delivered by Interior

Secretary Eduardo Aflo on Friday,
Duterte said It is important that local
communities participate in the gov-
ernment’s campaign agalnstwhat he
calls the ills of the country.

“Peace and order and the adhet-
ence to the rufe of law-are-vital in
ensuring the progress of a nation,”
Duterte's message read.

“it is imperative for our local
communities to contribute to this
undertaking by advacating and im-
plementing policies and programs

that strengthen the government's
campaign against illegal drugs,
criminality, coruptionand terrorism,”
added the Presicent, who was il and
did not make the event,

This developed as National Capital
Region police chief Director Guill-
ermo Eleazar on Saturday appealed
to the public to remain calm and

" vigilant in the aftermath of the Jolo

cathedral bombing that claimed 22
fives last Sunday.

Eleazar stressed there is no secu-
rity threatagainst Metro Manila, even
as government forces have stepped
up attacks against the terrorist Abu



Sayyaf Group and the communist -
© New People’s Army. : :
The Philippine Natlonal Police
have tightened security around
churches and mosques in Metro.

Manila following the Jolo bombing,
which also injured over 100 church-
goers. R

“We have no reliable or confirmed

threat here in Metro Manita, but we

did the security Inspections Just the -

same to keep our police prepared

~and active, and to be more vigilant

for the sake of our citizens;. Fleazar
told radio dzBB.

A unity prayer walk has been-

scheduled for Sunday to call for coop-
eration to achleve security, he added.
in Palo, the President via Afio
also expressed his gratitude to the
barangay captains of Eastern Visayas
for thelrunwavering commitmentto
eradicate the ills of the society.
~*Our barangays play a crucial role
in preserving and protecting the
rights and freedoms of our citizenry.
indeed, it is In our local communities

that the values of soclal re_spo.nslbilify,

clvic duty and justice are fostered,
Dutertesaid.. .~ -
4] am confident that you will re-.
main as this administration’s reliable
partnersin implementing peace and

}orderp_rogramsthatens_uréthesafety
and security of our communities and -
“help uptift the lives of our couritry-

. men/he added. R

-~ "Your supportin these endeavors
has indeed improved the capacity of
our law enforcement agencies in de--
fending our freedoms and libertles,
the President said. -~

Duterte expressed hapetheyouth
will be able to learn from their local
communities about nation-building
and selflessness, e

“The result of your hard work
serves as an inspiration for our
people, especlally theyouth, to take
part in the noble weork of nation-
building. May your selflessness
further inspire your constituents to
become agents of positive change
as well! he said.
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itong foreign ter-
rorist. ang na-mo-
nitor ng militar na

nagkakanlong at nagsa-
sanay sa pinagkukutaan
ng mga bandidong Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) na
mga kasamahan umano
ng mag-asawang suicide
bombers sa folo Catiie-
draf na kumitil sa bu-
hay ng 22 katao habang
mahigit pa sa 100 ang
nasuigatan noong Enero
27 ng faong ito.

Sa nakalap na intelli-
genee report, nabatid na

¢
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GN TERRORI

ang-pitong. dayuhan ay.

kinabibilangan ng mga
Morocean, Indonesian at
Malaysian na miyembrn
ng lslamic State of Iraq
and Syria ang nagkakan-

long at nagsasanay sa -

kagubatan ng lalawigan.

Sa isang panayam-

kay Jolo Mayor Kherkar,
Tan, sinabi nito na pitong

teroristang dayuhan ang -

na-ireport,sa kanyang
tanggapan kasunod ng

" pahayag ni DILG Sce-

retary Lduardo Afio na
mag-asawang dayuhang

Ni JOY CANTOS  hapon ng ground assanls.

Indonesian afg sulcide-
~bombers sn'Our Lady of

Mount Carmel sakapi-

“tolyo ng lalawigan.

Kasunod ng pag-ulos

ni Pangulong Rodrigo -

Duiteite na pulbussin ang
mga’terorista, dgad na

‘nagsagawa ng air strike
-operations ang Philip-

pine Alr Force sa kuta

ng mga bandido ga Brgy.

Latik, Patikul, Sulu
noong Miyerkules at
sinunddn paman jto ka-

~kalaban, .

Page:

operalion ng Army's Sth

Scoul Ranger dakong -
“alas-11:30 ng tanghali |
- -nitong Sabado. ”

Sa natprang bak-
bakan na tuma ral ng

- halos 50 miito, Ifinang

sundalo attatlodg miy-

~embro ng-Aby Sayyaf

Group ang nasawi ha-

2.

STS NASA SULUI

fugar sa matinding takot
na maipit sa bakbakan,

L

bang lima ang sugatan -

sahanay ng mititarat 15
nAMan sa panig ng mga

" Dahil sa nagonap na
bakbakan, daan-daang
Lesidente ang napilitang
{nmikas sa bisinidad ng
PBrey. Kabbon Takas,
gatikul at mga karatig
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Limang sunda!o at
tatlong mivembro ng
mga bandidong Abu
Sayyat Group (ASG})
ang nasawi habang
marami pa ang nasug-
atan sa ground assault
operation ng tropa ny
militar sa pinagkuku-
taan ng lider ng eks-
tremistang grupo sa
Patikul, Sulu nitong
Sabado.

Ang Abu Sayyaf:

Group ang slnhasabing
nagkakanlong sa mga
dayuhang terorista na
namonitor sa Sulu at
hinihinalang kasama-
han ng mag-asawang
nagsagawa ng suiclde

bomblng sa Jolo Ca -

thedral noong nakara-
ang lnggo:

Sa report ni Armys ‘
11 Infantry Division at-

Joint Task Force (JTF)
Sulu -Commandey
Brig. Gen. Divino Rey
Pabadyo, dakong alas-

11:30 ng umaga nang

lusubin ng 5th Scout
Ranger Battalion ng
Phitippine Army ang
pinagkukutaan ni Abu

Sayyal Commander

Hatib Hajan Sawad-
Jaan.

Si Sawadjaan ang
umanoc'y isa sa master-
mind sa pambobomba
sa Jolo Cathedral,

NI JOY CANTOS
Nabatid na limang

sundalo at tatlong ban--.

dido ang napaslang
na klnabihilangan ng

isang hinihinalang da- .

yuhang terorista sa

mahigit dalawang oras

na hakbakan. .

. -Lima ring sundalo
ang hasugatan habang
sampu naman sa mga
kalaban kabilang si

-Abu Sayyaf Sub Com-
mander Indang Su-‘

sukan,

Nabatid base sa in-
telligence report .na
pltong dayuhang.tero-
rista na kinabibitangan
ng mga Indonesian at

<2

. Malaysian na miyern—
-.bro ng Istamic State

of Irag-and Syria ang

nagkakaniong at nag-
- sasanay sa Abu Sayy-
~af 'sa kagubalan ng

fatawigan.

8l Sawagljaan ang
pumalit sa dating lid-
er ng- Abu Sayyaf at
Emir ng SIS sa South-
cast Asia na si Isnilon
Hapilon “ha nasawi
sa Marawl Cily slege
noong 2017.

Una nang tinukoy

_ni Défense Secratary

Delfin ‘Lorenzana na
nakatanggap siya ng
intelfigence report na
mag-asawang Yemeni
ang mga teroristang

swcide bombers sa
Jolo Cathedral na ili-
naon sa inisa ng sim-
hahan,

Gayunman, sina-
bi naman ni Interor
and Local Govern-

-ment. Secretary Edu-
“ardo Afio na bage sa

pinakahuling update
ay mag-asawang In-

‘doneslan terrorists

ang mga dayuhang
suspect. .

. Base naman sa in-
telligence report, sa
pilong dayuhang tero-
rista na nasa Sulu na
nagkakanlong s& mga
kuta ng Abu Sayyalf,
karamihan sa mga.ito

-ay mga Morocean.



Bomb Scare kumakalat sa social media

- Binabalot ng bomb

scare ang netizens kung

sadan maging sa soclai
Nedia partikular na sa

facebook at twitter ay

mataming mga babala

‘ang.mgatong natatang

gap hinggil°éa umano
bombang sasabog, -

ito'y sa kabilang ha-

los isang linggo na ang

'nakalilpas nang bomba-

hin ang Jolo Cathedral
sa Sulu noong Enero 27
naikinasawing 22 katao
habang mahigit pa sa
100 ang nasugatan,
Nitong Blyernes,
nabulabog ang mgamalt
shoppers sa lungsed ng
Zamboanga mataposna

mapagkamalang bomba
-afig isang haiwang bag
‘kung saan nataranta
. ahg-mga tao perd nang
magrasponde ang mga-

awtoridad ay negatibo

58 bomba ang nasablng

mall. -

“Nabatid na-labls. na',
nag-aalala ang netizens

kaugnay ng pangamba

na& muling maulit ang-.

pambobomba ng mga
taroristang grupo sa
Ibahg mga lugar. .
Dahil dito, nagba-
bala naman si Philip-

pine National ‘Police.

Spokesman P/ Sr. Supt.
Bemard Banac sa mga
mapanakot na indfbid-

‘wal na nagpapakalat ng
bomb threat sa social
media na mananagot
ang mga ilo sa batas

- 5a 0ras na matukoy ng
: mga awtoridad. .~

Nabalid na p}naki
los na rin ng PNP ang
Anti-Gybercrime Group

-ang mja opsratiba nite

upang matukoy ang
mga nagpapakalat
ng mga ‘bomb hoax’

sa:social media tulad

ng may mga ferorista
umano sa Matro Manila
at farget maglunsad ng
pambobomba sa mga
shopping malls at iba
pang matataong lugar.
{Joy Canros)
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“Mga tutol sa BOL pakinggan’ - Leni

Inudytkan nt Vice President Lenl Robredo ang
pamahalaan na tingnan ang mga Inaalaka ng mga
bumote na tulo! s ratiplkasyon ng Bangsamoro Or--
ganic Law (BOL). Ayon kay Robredo, kinakallangan
namarlnlg ang ighat ng tinig sa naplpintong paglatatag

‘ng Bangsamoro Aufonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao (BARMM]. Tihanhggihan ng Isabela City,
Basitan at ng probinsiya ng Sulu ang BOL sa pleblsito
na-naganap noong Enero 21. lginiit nl Robredo na
hindi masosolusyunan ng BOL ang deka-dekadang
suliranin sa Mindanao. Ganunpaman ay naninlwala
ang bise grasidente na mahalagang instrumento pa
rin ang BOL para samamamayan ng Mindanao, mga
taong sa tingin nila'y matagal nang napabayaan at
hindi makapagpahayag ng sarili, . - .
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The latest report from the |77
.k military pointed to.an In- -

CARMEN N. PEDROSA

Stoking a religious

‘war in Mindanao

“donesian couple suicide |-
bombers behind the bombing .
of the cathedral in Jolo. It-was -
followed by the bombing of a
mosque in Zamboanga, The cul-
prits may bé found but there is | .
abigger picture to the incidents gﬁgg
coming.as it did after the suc- B
cessful plebiscite on the Bangsamoro Organic Law a
few days-ago.. . : e

The twin bombings show partisans more inferested
in continuing the war by stoking-a religious conflict. To
them the bigger picture is 1o keep the war going using
religious_,cliﬁerénges between Christianity and Islam.

The plebiscite showed the willingness of the majority
to make peace as the will of the communities, whether
Christian or Muslim, Both have lived {ogether through
many years so itis a flimsy excuse from warmongers to
conlinue the war. -

The Philippine Center for Islaim and Democracy added
their voice to the quest for peace. “We stand in solidaity
withour CIu’istian(Lrothcrs and sisters i Jote in the wake of
the bombings that took the lives of 20 people and wounded
countless ot%lers during mass at thie Cathedral of Our Lacly
of Mount Carml,” it said in a press release yesterday. -

“We pray for the full recovery of those injured and
vehemently condenon this defiberate act of terrorisim that
may dilute the gains of peace achicved by the Bangsamoro

Peaple afler the ralification of the Bangsamoro, Organic

Law or BOL. . o ,

" A gitch, we urge the Filipino {p’ebp]e, cgpecially thase in
Mindanao to exercise caution and vigilance. This is the time
{or us to stand against these terrorists who seek to divide

the Bangsamoro people and cast fear. We must tecommitto - -

protecting one another from threats of violence by reporling
io the authoritics suspicious movements of individuals ov
groups that threaten the peace and order situation in our
communities. '

“This incident is also a bleak reminder to all sectors of
the urgency to address the issue of violent extremisin in
conflict-affected communities of the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao. :

“Thus, we call on government and stakeholders to act
now and cstablish a national action plan that will develop
systemic preventive steps to address the conditions that
(K'ivc individuals to radicalize and join violenl extremist
groups and pul in place security-based counter-tetrorism
measures. '

“We also appeal to our leaders to take a rational and
pragmatic approach to this crisis to prevent violence from
further escalating in the region.” - Amina Rasul, aknown
moderate is head of the group. -

Inmy opinion, part _0% thirragmatism is toaccept thata
solution will not come quickdy. It will evolve and will take
many-long years to achieve the sharing of political power
and cconomic benefits between the Muslim and Chaistian
parts of the Philippines. _ B

The plebiscite was a first step in a long process.

[ think it may be'more acceptable if we were to separate
the federalist principle of freedom than the difficaliies on
how to create a fully functioning federal state, The federal-

el -



work foril.,

ist principle is freedom for communities to manage theit.
cconomy as well as their political and justice systems. -
Tlie Bangsamort organic law is designed to make that

‘freedom posgible without secegsion. The plebiscite was
_ won for that purpose. L

The Chrisian-Moro conflict if  may refer to thatas such. .
haé a long history. And as my friend Dr. Michiacl Mastura -
said over and over again when he was still active with the
MILE: the US has an obligation to resolve the Moro ques-
lion because it was responsible for cieating the mess in the
first place, He blames it for inco orating-Moroland, an
independent entity as pait of the Philippines. This official
tine is carricd by the MILE Itis one view and by no means
the ouly one, It has an ignoble streak. To others it seeks to
justify {orcign intervention with what should bean internal

Jissue. 1t is a one-sided view of history.

Inother countties federal states were iﬁdc;ﬁeudeut before

 political union’as is the case of the Eutopean Union. The

reverse is moxe difficult to achieve and the reason why
countries interested in the structure are discussing how to

- help each other. But we can begln with encouraging the

federalist principle in the discussions in the Philippines.
Most Filipinog especially Christians are not aware ihat
the mosque inMarawi is oneof theoldestin the Philippines.
When the Mautes and their foreign allies, 1815 attacked to
take over the city, the origin of Islamin the Phifippines was

_not considered;.

" Islam came before Chuistianity to trade with the Philip-
pites. The Muslims foughtin vain in the wass of colonialism

. ofthe Philippines, Bangsa Moro was iricorporated as part of

the defeated North, 1 do not favor the Mautes o their I5I5

- allies’ rebellionand their chosen path of violetice, But it will
“help us ta understand the roots of the conflict.

. Federalism-would give Bangsamoio some political

““contiol of their region while staying within the nation state

- of the Philippines. - - . :

*{There ate more than 25 countriesin the world today that

i have federal systems of goveriment. That meansmore than
40 percent of the world are governed by a fecleral system
-inone form or another.

‘According to political experts, federalism is emerging as

‘the central ethos of an emerging civilization thatrecognizes

both fational and sulb-natioral identities and promotes

- regional and global frameworks for better understanding,

coordination and cooperalion,

Today the champion of federalism in the Philippines is
President Rody Duterte who is from Mindanao.

Ho will work for the Philippines to stay as one country
but with smatler comimunities with political clout to govern
their communities. S

With this kind of division, itis u nderstandable why the
local authorities are unable to support themsclves. The
unjust division is also one of the reasons why the Musliims
would rather secede, ' :

Federalism is the best antidote to secession feated by
most Filipinos who do not understand the systewn.

T must add that to do this we should sitengthen the
moderate Muslins who want political solutions agaiist
extremists like the Mautes and ISIS. -

T his speech after being proclaimed thestandard-bearer
of PDP-Laban political party, Duterte saicd he has no ambi-
tion to run for president, but decided to do so when his
?olitical parly’s leaders urged him to run and push for

ederalism, 75 '

“Kisausap ako to carry the torch of federalism,” Dulerie

“said. “1 will build a nationwide consensus for fedleralism.”

Federalism as thé only solytion to achieve peace-and
order in Mindanao. Both Christians and Muslims muist
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those on the 5-hectare ’f‘anay, Rizal prop-

- Why were-theLigolts_*acquitted?

'hy did the Court of Tax Appeals
(CTA) refuse to give credence to the

evidence extracted during the Sen-
ate hearings in 2011 showing that -

the couple owned assets valued in the kiun-
dreds of millions of pesos that cannof be
justified by the miniscule compensation
income of Gen. Jacinto Ligot and the zero
earnings of his wife Erlinda?

The public’s dismay and disgust-was
captured by the Inquirer editotial on Janzz
(“The lucky Ligots") indignantly asking
“who must account for what appears to be
50 remiss and shoddy a work that... gave
the Ligots exactly the lucky break they
needed to squeak out of the law's grasp?”

" Toanswer this question, let us examine
the CTA's 83-page decision penned by Jus-
tice Ma. Belen M. Ringpis-Liban. The pros-
ecutors of the Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) Indicted the Ligots for their alleged
“failute to supply, correct and accurate in-
formation, in their joint Income Tax Re-
turns (ITR}.." and for their “unlawful at-
tempt to evade the payment of taxes.."

To commit these crimes, the couple, ac-
cording to the BIR, “accumuiated f1] bank
deposits and [2] properties... that were not
commensurate to their declared income in

“their ITRs and SALNs” from 2001 to 2004.

On item 1, the CTA, however, disal-
lowed “all evidence, testimonial or docu-
mentary, relating to the spouses’ bank ac-
counts,” because Republic Act No. 1405
{the Bank Secrecy Law) granted bank de-
posits “absolute confidentiality.”

The only exceptions to confidentiality
are (1} “upon written consent of the deposi-
tors” which the couple vehemently refused
to give; (2) “in cases of impeachment”
which is obviously not applicable here;
(3) "upon orders of a competent court” in
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 WITH UE RESPECT

cases of “bribery or dereliction of duty”
which are not the crimes involved here; or
(4) “in cases where the money deposited is
the subject matter of the litigation,” which
is also inapplicable here as the BIR did not
claim ownetship of the deposits; it merely
used them as evidence of tax evasion.
Disallowed also was the Antl-Money
Laundering Councll memo given to the Re-
glonal Trial Court (RTC) of Makati {not to
the CTA), because the said memo was js-
sued in connection with an alleged viola-
tion of the Anti-Money Laundering Act
{(Amla) pending in the sald RTC, not in rela-
tion to the crimes brought by the BIR to the
CTA, which did not at all involve the Amla.
On item 2 (properties), the documents
evidencing the titles on the land in Malay-
balay, Bukidnon and on the Essensa Bast
Forbes Condo in Taguig were not formally
offered In evidence; those on the two con-
dos in the Paseo Parkview Tower I In
Makati, registered in the name of Miguela
L. Paragas, "did net show the nexus” be-
tween the said owner and the spouses, And

erty were satisfactorily shown by the de- -
fense to be held in trust by Ligot on béhalf
of several military officers, .

Moreover, those on the twb properties in
Anatieim and Buena Park, Californla, were -
not authenticated, as required by our laws,
by the diplomatic and/or consular officials
of the Philippines in the United States, and

- were thus inadmissible in evidence to show

they were indeed owned by Erlinda Ligot.

 Inshort, the prosecution's pieces of ey-
ldence “have either been excluded, as in
the case of the bank deposits, or were
found to have scant probative value due to
the failure to establish their authenticity
and due execution, as in the case of the...
properties... (or} have simply not been of-
feredin evidence,” ,

“ But all Is 1ot lost. The nation can still
mitigate its defeat vla the asset forfeiture
case pending in the Sandiganbayan, pro-
vided the prosecution learns its lesson on
how to transform the perceived facts dut-
ing the Senate hearing into legal facts in a
court of law, per my column on Jan, 20
{“Commenting on high-profile cases®),
Ditto for the Amla case in the Makati RTC,

Moreover, the BIR is not precludéd from
collecting the taxes due thereon by careful-
ly following the procedures prescribed by
the National Internal Revehue Code. Ju-
risprudence allows the collection of taxes
despite an acquittal in the herein crimes.

Though complicated, the rules of
evidence were designed to discover the
truth, free from bias, popular belief and
error. May the truth prevall in these
three other cases. ’ﬂ

Comments to chiefjusticepangani-

ban@hotmail.com
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Extremlsts must not
hold hack peace eﬁcrts

gay TalonTalon in Zamboanga City, klllmg two
Islamic preachers and wounding four'others in the
Muslim house of worship. The v:ctlms were part

| of a group of 11 preachers who had been staymg

in the mosque the last two days.
The attack on the Jolo cathedral was hlghly

-' unexpected Inallthe years of turmoil in Mindariao,

the various religious groups -- Muglims, Christians,

as well as Lumads - had maintained a great deal
of respect for one another’s faiths. Religion was

not a major factor in their conflicts.
The Jolo Cathedral attack was deplored and

condemned wor ldwide ~ by Pope Francis, the

leaders of the United States, China. Japan, Russia,

Canada, Australia, the Or, gamzatlcn of Islamic Co-
“operation, the World Bank, the European Umen

] HE two 1ecent attacks ln Mmdanao -
one a bcmbing in a Catholic cathedral.
 in Jolo, Sulu, the cther a grenade at- .
o tack on a Muslim mosque in Zamhboan-. |
i ga City three days later ~ shoiild not be seen as
indicating or fueling religions animesity in the -
* region, Muslim religious leader Aleem Mahmed
. Mala Adilao said Wednesday, =
~ " Two bombs exploded while Mass was being_‘
. .ce]eblated last Sunday. at: the Cathed: al of Our:.. .w:th the Catholic B:shops Confererice of the Phitip-
* Lady of Mt. Carmel in Jolo, wenty-one persons. |
- -attending Mass, including’ several soldiers, were
‘..:-killed while.112 others were wounded. - - -
.-’ - Thiee days later, a grenade was lobbed throtigh’
* “the window of the Kamardikaan mosque in baran-

B “This | is- not a confhct between two mliglons,

“said Reglonal Chairman Adilao of the Ulama
‘League of the Philippines. “These are the handi-
‘work of some people who want to destroy-the
harmonious relationship of Christians and Mus-

lims in Mindanao.” He called for continued intel- ‘
religious, dialogues in gtassx oots communitles in

. Mmdanao

“The Ulama League has been wonkmg ctosely

pines, with which it has formed the Bishops-Ulama

-Conference which is prcmotmg intelnlellgious
.. - dialogue as palt of the peace bmlding effort in
* Mindanao.

“Fr. Rcbertc Leyson, head of the Oblates cf Mary

‘Immaculate’sinter- 1e11glous program, who was the

parish priest of Jolo in 1997 before he was reas-
signed to North Cotabato, commented in kind: “We
have to str engthen our inter- rel:gmus program as
part of our advocacy on peace here in Mindanao”
which, he said, is needed to ease the anger, blases

,and pr ejudices of some people b cauSe of experl-
ences in the past. %

" Religious bigotty on the part of some people
must not be allowed to worsen the present troubles

. in Mindanao. The attacks on a cathedral in Jolo
“and on a mosgue in Zamboanga Clty by some ex-

tremist groups must not be allowed to-hold back
the pr ogrcss achieved by the recent Bangsamoro
Organic Law which will soon give the Moro people
a truly autonomous region. ,
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: chlef justice as v1ctam

No safe place.

SUNDAY -
STORIES

"MARLEN V.
RONQUILLO

E HE hlgh proﬁle polmml assassina-
tions that. took place recently in
Quezon. City, -according (o the news
archives, were grudges that had roots
elsewhere; far-away conflicts that gun-

men opted to seltle in the capital city.

_ Notcity-grown, ot local fights bétween
and among QC polmcnns, lumed

bloedy and messy. :

One such high-profile killing hacl its
origin in violent Masbate politics and
another was a bitter political dispute in
Abra that found its tragic end in QC, with
the congressman-brother of the current

-Honqguillo AS
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2IRONQUILLO FROM A1

QC may have its own share of

failings, sins and omissions, but
nurturing political assassins was
not one of them.

Candidates competing for
major elective posts in the city
throw mud and brickbats at

each other during the election’

season, But the temporal ani-
mosity automatically dissipates

; after the election season ends.

Even in the City Council, the
spirit was usually one of bipar-

tisanship, especially when the .
issues were grants of permits

and special use orders. Every-
body happy, as they say.

Tragic end

i But the reputation of Quezon

City as "Exhibit A" of political
civility came to a tragic end on
January 30, when one of the
three congressional candidates
for the second district of the
city - the Novaliches area —
was ambushed while her SUV
was negotiating a major street
in Bagong Silangan, where she
was the village chief.

Crisell "Beng” Beltran was
taken to a nearby hospital
but was pronounced dead on
arrival. Same with her driver,
Melchor Salita, who was rushed
to the hospital but did not sur-
vive the short trip.

City residents who are used to

_the civility of political campaigns

are still in a state of shock and be-
wilderment, and are now asking
questions. Why did this happen?
According to the city hall, Beltran
had no political enemies. She
got aleng hne with both allies

Nosafeplace

and gpponents, supporters and
detractors. But with the formal

campalgn season about to start, it

is not baseless to connect the am-~

* bush of Beltran to the heat and

passion of the political season.

The city was officially re- -

moved from the fast-dimin-

ishing list of places free from

violence on a day-that saw 50

miich blood spilled due to

extreme violence and recklegs
murders that happened across
p*irts of the country

NDF consultant shot

While asleep on board a bus
bound for Northern Luzon,
Randy Malayao, a consultant of
the National Democratic Iront
(NDFE), was shot at close range
by a man who boarded the bus
at a stop in Aritao, Nueva Viz-
caya. The gunman fired twice,
then calmly stepped out of the
bus into a waiting motorbike. It
was the kind of professional hit
that could only be undertaken
by a trained assassin,

NDF Northern Luzon said that
the culprit came from the “death
squads” sponsored by the Army's

5th Infantry Division, but the 5th.

1D has denied the charge.

Who would kil! a sleeping
man who was praobably dream-
ing of a better life for the coun-

try during the time of his death?

A better life for the weak, the
meek, the persecuted and those
seeking peace. But none of that
dreaming for the better good
and decades of activism saved
him from the cold, hard bullet
of the assassin.

“The death of a sléeping man
on a bus wliose work was that
of a consultant for the peace
process has forced the nation to
ask this hard quesuon’ 1s there
a phce i the country stiil safe
from predators and assassins? A

place where: lhe phrases "death
squads” and *guns-for- hire”
and ”ridling in tandem” have no

relevance and traction?
Ch'ﬁj'c._h'blésts

On that same bloody day,
"Bloody Wednesday” as a news-
paper headline catled it, the an-
swer to that question came from
Mindanao. It was a clear "NO.”

'In a thickly populated area
of Zamboanga City, a grenade
hurled into a mosque through
an open window instantly killed
two sleeping Islamic preachers
and wounded four othiers, When
one lobs a gienade into a place
of worship — and a sacred place
that preaches peace among men

regardless of religious beliefs —

that act i§ meant o do two things:
kill people and inflame the most
outrageous of human urges.

A sizable swath of Southern
Mindanao is now gripped by
religious tension as the grenade
attack on the small mosque
took place just a few days after
a dastardly attack on the Jolo
Cathedral during 2 morning
Mass on January 27. The attack
on the Jolo Cathedral killed
more than 20 people, mostly
church regulars, and wounded
more than 100 others.

To defuse the religious ten-
sion that came in the wake of

‘the two attacks, Zamboanga

City Mayor Isabelle Salazar
appealed for calm. "We do not

want o give_the impreéssion
_thal tlus is another attack on
-rellglon, she said.

That the Jolo bombing was re-
ported to be the work of Islamist
jihadists and suicide bombers
set off the explosives — which
led to their own annihilation
- dll the more heightened the
tension and fear in Southern
Mindanao, There is ho scenario
more scary than a place that is
turned into a staging ground for
titfor-tat, terror act for terror’
act, based on religious urges.
The Forever War in the ravaged
areas of the Middle Bast all had
their origins in religious fervor
and fundamentalism.

As'massive military operations
are now taking place in Sulu
against the perpetrators of the
cathedral attack, and Zamboanga
City 1s desperate to remove reli-
gion from the mosque grenade
attack equation, Quezon City,
meanwhile, once the haven of
civil politics, i now torn by self-
doubt. What will happen next?
Assassing crossed the line when
they targeted local politicians,
Quezon City's own.

From the hotbeds of religious
terision in the South, to what were
$upposed to be nurturing grounds
of non-violent politics in the
highly urbanized areas up Notth,
the carnage on Bloody Wednesday
showed there are few places in the
country unvisited by vehement
men who spread mayhem.

Where is that big promise of
“peace for the living?”
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After the
tally, an
overwhelming
yes vote was
registered
in Marawt,
Lanao del
Sur and
Maguindanao
while the
“No” vole
prevailed

“in Suln and

Isabela City.

Anticipating
traffic and hurdles
like the perennial -
road .ropairs works,
{what’s with the
“Build, Bulld,
Build” program,
oven concrete roads
that appear in
good condition are ¥
being torn down for
vepair?) we motored
early to Marawl from
Cagayan de Oro to cast our votes
in the Bangsamoro Organic Law
(BOL) plebiscite. We met less
military checkpoints along. the
highway and soldiers manning
them were respectful. There was
clear wearing away of the fear and
anxiety vesidents experienced in
the immediate aftermath of the
Marawl war when civilians were
subjected to striet and meticilous

inspection and jrritating questions. -

We hope this will be the new normal
in our commute to Marawi.

As we approached our precinct,
there was visible lack of enthusjasm
among handful of early voters. The
inclement weather did not help.
A fleat of vans emblazoned with
“Libreng sakay" for evacuees
were provided by the Marawl city
government which has pulled all
stops campaigning for “Yes” vote,

 As I watched them, 1 cannot help

but wonder if the voters really know
what they are voting for and the
ramifieations of their vote to their
life and future.

After the tally, an overwhelming
yes vote was registered in Marawi,
Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao
while the “No" vote prevailed in
Suln and Isabela City. A provision in
the BOI, which is belng questioned
by the Suiu provineial government
before the Supreme Court, treats
all provinces and cities comprising
the Autonomous Region in Mushm

UTH
. M’a'cabangkit B.Lanto: -

“comes to life, It has

“Mindanao (ARMM)
~ ’as one geographical .
“area for purpose
. of the plebiscite.
© Hence, the “No”
~ vote in Sulu will just
. lie, buried by the .
. landslide “Yes" vote
in other provinces.
) . Baing part of ARMM
Es Sului cannob opt-out
from Bangsamoro
_ . Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
while Isabela will be ‘oxcinded.
The Moros heaved a collective
sigh of relief after the BOL passed

Morning after plebisc

the final crucible. With their angst

tempered, they face tomorrow full

" of hope for peace and betterment

of life, But & new challenge which
is no less formidable looms in the
horizon. R . .
A new political ———"" -
ontity, BARMM ¢§
Some who
inherited:a switling will lead the
cesspool of anomaly BARMM are
and misgovernance described
meriting a tag as a by critics as
“falled experiment” babes in the
in . governance. wood,
The efforts of the
immediate past governors of its
predecessor, the ARMM, for reforms
couldn’t matched the enormity
and raagnitude of the mess passed
upon them, Reform is very much &
work in progress and the challenge

now faces the now leadership of

BARMM. Perhaps a fresh look at
these problems should be the first
order of the day, _
Some who will lead the BARMM
are describad by critics as babes in
the wood, They will be transported
from the battlefield to the
administrative field, the dynamics
of which need a different kind
of art and skiil, Past corruption
has beeome endemic that if they

ds

page: 4.

don't wateh and guard their moral

compass they will be eaten by the
sysiem, They will be confronted with

‘n_bigger bureaucracy, enormous
fupds to appropriate and wider
- gutonomous power, It will not be a

walk in the park.
The Bangsamoro Transition
Authority that will be organized

" by the. President to govern thé

BARMM in the interim will play,
a crucial role at this. formative
stage. It might ‘spell the success
or failure of BARMM, While it i
given that. an Jideal commissim'f‘
should bo inclusive of stakeholders;
its members must possess basic
kuiowledge of the art of governance?
They must have bona fides {0
include, inter alia, integrity an
dedication to the mission and
vision of the BARMM. They must
keep in mind that the BARMM ig
sost of a laboratory for a future
federal system of government or a
substituté system if the campaign.
for Federatism fails. If it succeeds,
other reglons can ask for a sitnilar
arrangement. The whole country
is watching how it will fare.
Will it pave the way for a future
multicultural Federalism or lead to
nightmarish balkanization?

The Department of the Intertor
and Looal Government should
team up with the Uniiversity of
the Philippines National College.
of Public Administration and
Governance to form a pool of
experts that will conduct seminars
and short-term courses for wounld-
be administrators of BARMM.
Togethor, they should identify and
classify problems and solutions
and plow thru the maze of
deflned powers of the central and
autonomous governments whose
nuances are deep and sugcoptible
to contrasting interpretation. 7{

Ematl amb_mac_lanto@yahoo.com
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Army settles Maguindahao Moro clan war

By Edwin Fernandez

i 3t St 3
SETTLED. Members of Muslim warring families pray before the Holy Quran after a military-led dispute
resolution on Friday, ended the long-drawn family conflict. (Photo by 37th IB)

CAMP SIONGCO, Maguindanao -- Moro families locked in a long-standing family feud
that has claimed lives from both sides, agreed on Friday to "bury the hatchet” and end their

bioody war with the help of the Philippine Army.

Using a diplomatic approach, the Army’s 37th Infantry Battalion (I1B) settled the feud of two
families in Buldon, Maguindanao, in a simple ceremony held at the 37th IB Alpha Company

command post in Sitio Bura, Barangay Oring, Buldon, Maguindanao.

Lt. Col. Roberto Go Jr., 37th IB commander, said the families of Ape, Mangurong, and
Tabubong of Barangay Edcor had an existing feud with the family of Mismar of Barangay

Nuyo for the past several years.

“It started from a deer hunting trip when one of the family members of the Ape-Mangurong
family accidentally shot and caused the untimely death of a member of the family of
Mismar,” Go said of the protagonists who are distant relatives.

Attacks and counter-attacks have since become the order of the day for both clans until the
Army intervened in the feud.

Family feud, or “rido” in the vernacular, is common in Buldon, an upland town in northern
Maguindanao.
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Go said that as an agent of peace and order, the troops of 37th IB initiated the settlement
of the feud to prevent the warring clans from spewing more violence in the communities
that might affect innocent civilians.

“The purpose of the settlement was to ensure that the conflict between the feuding families
would be resolved and shall not recur in the future,” he said.

“This way the community people will live in peace and harmony with the intercession of the
military and the local government unit,” Go added.

Buldon Mayor Abolais Manatao, Vice Mayor Cairudin Pangunutan, and Barangay Nuyo
Chairman Ali Gumaga lauded the 37th 1B for the job well done.

Go said during settlement, the warring families also handed over their firearms, among
them two .45-caliber pistols and ammunition.

Major Gen. Cirilito E. Sobejana, commander of the 6th Infantry Division, commended both
the feuding parties for their cooperation to the military and ended their “rido” voluntarily and
peacefully.

The activity ended with both parties shaking hands as they vowed to be advocates of
peace and order in their community. (PNA}
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Gov't offers long term solution to uplift
lives of former rebels

By Perla Lena

Roan Ty, AR i
ASSISTANCE. A former rebel receives his PHP10,000 cash assistance from the provincial government of
Capiz in a ceremony held at the DILG Function in Roxas City in January 2019. (Photo by 31D Public Affairs

Office)

ILOILO CITY -- The government is ready to welcome communist terrorist rebels who would
like to surrender under the localized peace falks.

Those who surrender are offered the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program
(E-CLIP), Capt. Eduardo A. Precioso Jr., chief of the 3rd Infantry Division Public Affairs
Office said in an interview Thursday.

Precioso said poverty and lack of opportunities for livelinood were the reasons given by the
surrenderers for joining the communist movement.

He emphasized that E-CLIP could help change the mindset of the rebels and that the
government will always look after their welfare. "“We are offering them a long-term solution,’

he said.
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Under E-CLIP, the rebels, upon surrendering, will receive PHP15,000 each in immediate
assistance. They will also be entitled to a PHP50,000 livelihood assistance from the Office
of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process and livelihood program from the
Department of Social Welfare and Development, depending on the assessment that will be
done by the concerned agency, as well as educational benefits, housing, and a parcel of

land.
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However, they still have to undergo various processes that are required by the program,
and secure a certificate from the Joint Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine
National Police Intelligence Community that they are members of the New People’s Army
and are qualified to avail of the E-CLIP.

Meanwhile on January 29, the provincial government of Capiz extended a PHP10,000 cash
assistance to a former rebel who surrendered in 2018.

In a press statement, the former rebel, alias Jr, surrendered due to “fatigue and extreme
hunger"”.

Col. Alberto Desoyo, commander of the Army’s 301st Infantry (Bayanihan) Brigade who
awarded the assistance, said the gesture “is the government's way of showing its sincerity
to help those who voluntarily returned to the fold of the law.”

“We are expecting more surrenders as we intensify our anti-insurgency campaign with the
overwhelming support of various sectors in Panay,” Desoyo said.

Since 2014, more or less 50 former rebels from Capiz have received financial assistance of
PHP10,000 each.

In 2018, the 61st Infantry (Hunter) Battalion, under the leadership of Lt. Col. Sisenando
Magbalot Jr., facilitated the surrender of 59 Militia ng Bayan and three regular NPA

members in Cuartero, Capiz.

“You might as well surrender because we have here local government units and various
agencies of the government to help you live life anew and uplift you from poverty through

legal means,” Precioso said. (PNA)




o

By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.pna.gov.ph

Army leads cleanup drive in 4
Maguindanao towns

By Edwin Fernandez

L “policemen, an ilians work side y-side in cleaning their communities in the towns
of Sultan sa Barongls Rajah Buayan, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, and Shariff Aguak, all in Maguindanao, on
Friday (Feb. 1, 2019). (Photo courtesy of 40th IB)

CAMP SIONGCO, Maguindanao -- The Army in Maguindanao on Friday spearheaded a
cleanup drive involving soldiers, local officials, residents and former Moro rebels along the

national highway traversing four Maguindanao towns.

The multi-sectoral cleanup drive was the brainchild of Lt. Col. Edgar Catu, commander of
the Army’s 40th Infantry Battalion.

Soldiers, miiitiamen, police officers, civilians, mothers, fathers, teachers, and school
children, numbering about 300, joined the cleanup along the highways connecting the
towns of Sultan Sa Barongis, Rajah Buayan, Shariff Saydona Mustapha and Shariff Aguak,

all in Maguindanao.

Former members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters also took part in the campaign.

“The project aims to sustain cleanliness, beautification, and sanitation in the municipalities
through an active and continuing partnership among government agencies as part of the
clean and green campaign of the national government,” Catu said in a statement.

Catu said similar activities will be initiated by the Army in the coming days until it becomes
a "hobby" for the local folks to clean their surroundings. (PNA)
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Centcom chief warns public vs. ‘troll’ FB
account of CPP-NPA

By John Rey Saavedra

CEBU CITY -- The Central Command (Centcom) of the Armed Forces of the Philippines on
Friday warned netizens against “troll accounts” on social media purportedly owned by the
Communist Party of the Philippines - New People’s Army (CPP-NPA), which are refeasing
fake data on casualties of government troopers.

Lt. Gen. Noel Clement, Centcom commander, said a bogus account using the name
“Juanito Magbanua” posted on Facebook, claiming the government suffered 27 casualties

on Negros Island in January alone.

Clement said the post was a desperate move of the enemy of the state to lure the people
into joining their group, which he described in a statement as a “dwindling, money-making

armed group.”

Data showed that NPA rebels in Negros suffered losses in January when government
troops were able to neutralize six NPA terrorists. Of the six, four were apprehended, one

arrested, and another one surrendered, he said.

Centcom noted two recorded casuaities from the government’s side “when the terrorists
blatantly executed one unarmed, off-duty member of the Civilian Armed Forces
Geographical Unit (Cafgu) in broad daylight and indiscriminately fired at the army
detachment that hurt a soldier.”

Also in January, the Negros Island army successfully hit an NPA lair, which yielded three
homemade shotguns, one 45-caliber pistol with two magazines loaded with live
ammunition, two 38-caliber revolvers, one 357-caliber revolver, one bomb with detonating
device, one hand grenade, a binocular, war materiel, and a sack of subversive documents.

“This old trick of luring the people in providing fake data will no longer work anymore.
People are now more discerning. Never again could these bands of bandits ever deceive
everyone in Negros who have been witnessing our victories,” Clement said.

The commander of the armed forces in three regions of the Visayas urged the public to
report the presence of communist rebels to the authorities.

"With all our successes we give credit to afl the peopie who actively report enemy presence
in their communities. This brings us to saying that the enemies must accept the fact that
they are slowly losing their grip on the masses, especially to all victims of their atrocities,”

he said
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The statement also said that it is the civilian populace that suffered from the hands of the
rebels.

“For the record, NPA killed more civilians than it has inflicted casualties on the government
side. Since 2018 to date, civilian death toll has reached 24, perpetrated by the NPA's
SPARU mercenaries,” the statement added.

In an interview with a radio broadcaster last Wednesday, a certain Ka Juaning, who
claimed to be a “commander” of Negros Island’'s NPA-rebel unit, spoke about alleged
losses on the government side.

A well-placed source from the armed forces in the Visayas, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, however, said his claims “were all unverified and farce that appear to be

distorted propaganda.” (PNA)
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