} By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
06 FEBRUARY 2019

Weather Forecast-http./pagasa.dost.gov.ph/weather/daily-weather-forecast

P:;ge Title Source
NATIONAL NEWS
1-2 Rody urged: Veto ‘pork’ in budget P Star-1
3 Lacson to Duterte: Veto pork items PDI-A1
AFP/ SECURITY RELATED NEWS
4-5 Lorenzana: We have not, and will never surrender any part of our | M Bulletin-1
territory

6 DND: PH won't give up any territory M Standard-A2

7 DND chief: Wala pang isinusukong teritoryo ang Pinas sa China PM-2

8 Agawan sa WPS, pinakakritikal na hamon sa seguridad Balita-3

9 AFP, Metrobank give food packs to poor P Star-10

10 DND sets conditions for martial law end PDI-A7

11 PH needs better cyber defense-Lorenzana M Bulletin-4

12 8ID needs 200 soldiers M Bulletin-9

13 Bike explodes in Maguindanao M Bulletin-9

14 Military pooh-poohs UK travel advisory D Tribune-7

15 Cavaliers, Responders near UNTV duel M Standard-A8

16 AFP, PNP win Tempo-13

17 Army-Bicycology, handa at palaban sa Ronda Balita-14

18 Stop peddling lies, Malayao kin tell cops PDI-A12

19 ‘This is the work of an animal’ PDI-AS
20-21 | Heavy turnout of voters expected in Cotabato, Lanao del Norte PDI-A4
22-23 | Sulu leader seeks deeper cathedral blast probe P Star-1

24 ‘Foreign terrorists training locals’ M Times-A1

25 Bombing solved but not closed D Tribune-1
26-27 | Ano: Jolo cathedral aftack a case of suicide bombing Malaya-B3

28 Two explosions in Lanao del Norte Malaya-B2

29 Maguindanao bomblast blast misses candidate’s convoy Malaya-B2

30 5 Jolo bombers kinasuhan na Balita-5

31 Jolo blasts considered solved: PNP Tempo-4

32 Indonesia pasok sa Jolo suicide bombers Ngayon-2

33 8 militants dead Tempo-4

34 8 sa BIFF dedo sa airstrikes Balita-2
35-36 { High turnout seen in BOL plebiscite P Star-1
37-38 | 2™ BOL plebiscite held today in Lanac Norte, N. Cotabato M Bulletin-1
39-40 | 4,000 troops to guard 2™ BOL plebiscite M Times-Af1

41 More police deployed for 2" BOL plebiscite M Times-A7
42-43 | Lower turnout expected in BOL plebiscite round 2 Malaya-B3

44 Bam Aquino seeks ample budget for Bangsamoro M Times-A3
45-46 | Bombings haunt BOL vote; 3k troops deploy M Standard-A1

s @ @ Honor. Patriotism. Duty




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

47 Maguindanao solon goes to Saudi on 2-day investment mission M Standard-A3
48 Security main BOL poll concern D Tribune-3
EDITORIAL/OPINION/COMMENTARY
49-50 { Only the Communists are opposed to ROTC revival M Bulletin-8
51 Conspiracy theory M Times-Ab
52-53 | What if Du30 is sicker than his politics? M Times-A1
54 Protest M Standard-AS5
55 Pilipinas, nagiging santuwaryo ng mga dayuhang terorista PM-2
| ONLINE NEWS
! 56 Authorities verify identity of Indonesian couple in Jolo blast WWW.pha.qov.ph
: 57 Metrobank, AFP distribute 'food packs' to indigents www.pna.gov.ph
58 PH not surrendering any part of its territory: DND chief WWW.pna,gov.ph

Honor. Patrictism. Duty




By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE and JESS DIAZ

Vetoing the “pork” in the P3.757-trillion ;
budget for 2019 would be an affirmation of -

President Duterte’s much-touted strong po-
litical will, Sen. Panfilo Lacson said yesterday.

Asked for reaction to

Lacson’s suggestion, Ex-
g

ccutive Secretary Salva-
dor Medialdea said in a
text message: “Let us nof
preempt the President.”

In a post on his Twit-
ter account, Lacson said
the President, who had
shown strong political
will in a number of con-

" troversial issues in the

past, can expunge the
pork barrel from the bud-
get using his line-item
veto power,

“Mhu, President, you
have displayed your
strong political will on
several occasions. This
time, use your line-
item veto power over
the 2019 appropriations
measure by removing
alf the ‘pork’ inserted by

lawmakers who are in-
corrigibly insatiable and
simply ‘beyond redemp-
tion,”” he said.

Under the 1987 Con-
stitution, the President
“shall have the power
to veto any particular
item or items in an ap-
propriation, revenue or
tarviff bill, but the veto
shall not affect the item
oritems to which he does
not object.” N

Lacson earlier bared
the presence of billions
of pesos of “pork” in the
proposed budget, includ-
ing at least P160 million
for each House member,

The P160 million in-
clucles P70 million for
“hard” projects such as
roads and flood control;

Turn to Page 8
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and P30 million for “soft”
projects such as textbooks
and scholarships,

Speaker Gloria Macapa-

‘gal-Arroyo added P50 mil-

lion to the budget for “hard
projects” and 110 million for
soft projects. Some House
members reportedly received

" much more,

Lven some senators had
been found to have indi-
vidual amendments totaling
123 billion.

Lacson said that while his
revelations prompted some
“talking heads” to muddle
the issue, it turned oyt they
were actually advancing his
cause in educating the public
more about the “evil pork” in
the national budget,

He has issued a challenge.

to all fellow lawmakers to
make public their amend-
ments to the budget bitl, just
as he has done by posting his
institutional amendments on
his website, '

“he national budget be-
longs to the people because

it comes from taxpayers’
money. It is bad enough if the
money is not used properly;
itis much worse if the money
is abused by those in govern-
ment in the form of pork,”
Lacson stressed.

“The national budget is
the Jifeblood of our country.
If weallow pork to ruin the
budget, we taxpayers will
suffer,” he added.

Budget OK set today

Despite the controversy
raised by Lacson, there seems
to be no stopping the House
from finally approving the
proposed P3.757-trillion
budget, '

The final shape of the
spending bill will appear in
the report of the bicameral
(bicam) conference commit-
tee jointly chaired by Ca-
marines Sur Rep. Rolando
Andaya Jr, appropriations
committee chairman, and
his Senate counterpart Loren
Legarda.

“I had a private mecting




with Senator Legarda just
this morning and we both
commilled that we will have
it passed by Wednesday.
How we get there is another
problem,” Andaya told The

- Chiefs show on One News

Cignal TV on Monday night.

Asked yesterday what he
meant by their commitment
to pass the budget proposal
by today, Andaya said, “T will
try to do both - bicam and
(House) plenary.”

. Under their calendar of
sessions, the House and the
Senate have only until Fri-
day to ratify the conference
committee report on the pro-
posed budget for this year.

Congressmen convene
only from Monday through
Wednesday, while senators
have until Thursday to finish
the matter. Senators are un-
likely to extend their session
up to Friday.

“All talks of a reenacted
budget are baseless, The 2019
national budget will be ready
for the President’s signature
next week,” Andaya said.

He said all talk about pork
barrel funds “is useless un-

less we see the whole pic-
ture,” e

“The House conferees
have demanded to see the
lump-sum savings of the
DBM (Department of Budget
and Management) for 2018,
We knew from the beginning
it would not be granted, for
that is where the DBM pork
lies. Documents in our pos-
session show that for 2017,

a total of IP370 billion was .

generated in savings, This
amount was at the full dis-
posal of Secretary (Benjamin)
Diokno,” he said,
He added the amount of
2018 savings could be higher.
The House leader added

* that Diokno has at his dis-

posal funds that are “more
than enough to sway the out-
come of the 2019 elections, if
he wants to.”

The Senate and House
panels in the budget confer-
ence have tasked Andaya and
Legarda to resolve their dis-
putes on the proposed outlay.
The two lead conferees arc
scheduled to meet again this
moimmg,

Andaya has apparently

abandoned some conditions
he had set for the bicam
talks, like requiring Diokno
to submit a report on sav-
ings and unused funds for
2017 and 2018, and compel-
ling senators to reveal their
budget insertions, location
of projects and their propo-
nents, which the latter have
resisted. o

So far, only Lacson and
Sens. Ralph Recto and Le-
garda have admitted to pro-
posing insertions.

Lacson said he proposed

- “institutional amendments,”

or those submitted by agen-
cies, including more than P4
billion for an anti-terrorism
Army battalion.

Recto said his proposed
changes included billions
for the universal health care
program, while among Le-
garda’s realignments are for
Antique, where she is seek-
ing a congressional seat in
the May elections.

The House for its part has
not released the final list of
budget insertions it made
when it approved its ver-
sion of the budget and their

authors.

What it disclosed was
a listing of members with
huge infrastructure alloca-
tions under the original
budget proposal submitted
by President Duterte to
Congress in July, Former,
speaker Pantaleon Alvarex
topped that list with more
than P8 billion,

“I think the framework
of an agreement is-there, It's -

just the cooperation of the
.executive, specifically the

DBM, that we're waiting lor
now, It can be done even this

evening,” Andaya told The

Chiefs show on Monday.

He said lawmakers would
have to approve the budget
“painfully,” even with Dio-
kno'salleged refusal to help.

He said he could live with
having the budget proposal
passed without several issues
being resolved,

He added that the House
could still attend to those
concerns by exercising its

oversight function during

the long election campaign
recess. -
- With Alexis Romero
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The extremely annoyed senator is banking on the President to purgethelard that ‘incorrigibly insatiable’
legislators insisted on adding to the 2019 spending bill. He says the porkers are simply ‘beyond redemption” A2
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By Marlon Ramos

An exasperated Sen. Panfilo
Lacson is counting on Presi-
dent Duterte to make this
year's national budget pork-
free, after conceding that legis-
lators who insisted on keeping
the draft P3.8-trillion spending
hill fardted with “insertions” are
just “incorrigibly insatiable,”

“Mr. President, you have
displayed your strong political
will on several oceasions,” Lac-
son tweeted on Tuesday, a day
after Sen. Loren lLegarda told
her fellow senators that the
House-Senate conference
commtittee had agreed to end
the two-month budget dead-
lock,

“This time, use your line-
ftemn veto power over the 2019

_appropriations measure by re-
" mioving all the pork inserted by

lawmakers who are incorrigibly
insatiable and simply beyond
redemption,” Lacson added,

Disdain for pork

Mr. Duterte had openly
shown his disdain for the graft-
ridden pork barrel system, rail-
ing against it while campaign-
ing for Malacahang in 2016,

Pork barrel, a spending pro-
gram in the national budget
thar channels funds to Jaw-
makers' pet profects in their
districts, is a source of kick-
backs for them.

Several of Mr. Duterte’s po-
litical alkies in the House of Rep-

resentatives, led by Speaker
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, and
even his alter ego, Budget Soc-
retary Benjamin Diokno, have
been accused of allocating pork,
which the Supreme Court de-

* clared unconstitutional in 2013,

bn the wake of the Pro-billion
pork barrel scam allegedly mas-
terminded by businesswoman
Janet Linm-Napoles,

Citing the Constitution,
Lacson said the President was
authorized to "veto any partic-
tlar item or items in an appro-
priation, revenue, or tariff bill,
but the veto shall not affect the
item or items to which he does
not object.” :

“The national budget is the

lifeblood of our country. If we
allow pork to ruin the budget,
we taxpayers will suffer,” Lac-
son said,

“The national budget be-
longs to the people because it
cotnes from taxpayer money. It
is bad enough if the money is
not used properly. It is much
worse if the money is abused
by those in government in the
form of pork,” lie said.

Sought for comment on
Tuesday, Ixecutive Secretary
Salvador Medialdea said it wag
up to Mr. Duterte to decide
whether to use his veto power
to ric the budget of pork,

“Let us not preempt the
President,” Medialdea said.

Legarda said the Senate and
House panels on the budget
conference committee would
finalize the unified spending
bill on Wednesday and that the
measure would be ready for
ratification by lawmakers on
Priday, the last day of business

/

for the 17th Congress,
Perusing the proposed 2019
budget submitted by the De-
partment.of Budget and Man-
agement, Lacson claimed that
over P1oo billion in pork were
kept by unscrupulous lawmak-
ers to bankroll their chosen
projects in violation of the

Supreme Court ruling.

Lump sums

He accused Arroyo of fat-
tening the lump-sum alloca-
tions for each House member
Lo up te P16o hillion, triggering
a verbal tussle with the former
President’s subordinates in the
292-member chamber,

Lacson said even his fellow
senators also placed pork in
the form of "individual amend-
ments®  amd  “insertions”
amounting to P23 billion in in-
lrastructure projects.

The quarrel over cleaning
up the budget delayed ap-
proval of the 2019 speuding
bill, fercing reenactment of the
P3.8-wrillion 2018 budget to en-
able the government to oper-
ate. )

At one point during the ex-
changes in December last year,
House Majority Leader Rolan-
do Andaya Jr. accused Diokno
of inserting P75 billion into the
budget of the Department of
Public Works and Highways
without the knowledge of the
agency’s head, Public Works
Secretary Mark Villar,

The accusation backfired
on Andaya, who stepped cown
in Janvary to become chair of
the House appropriations com-
Mmitlee. —WITH A REPORT FROM
CHRISTINE 0. AVENDARD [N
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Lorenzana: We have not, and will never
surrender any part of our territory

By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

zana cited the most critical external
security challenge for the Philippines is
the competing territorial and maritime
“ claims in the South China Sea when

Deflense Secrétary Delfin N. Loren- -

he spoke before alwmni and students
of the National Defense College of the
Philippines Monday. -

_In the forum titled; “The National

Scerity Outlook for the Philippines in

2019”, the Defense Chief shared
that the Philippine Government

>4
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L.orenzana: We have...  «

alrveady reitevated ils call on China and
other claimant countries to finalize and
adopt a valid, binding and mutually ac-
ceptable code of conduet in the South
China Sea, -

“While we recognize China as abilat-
eral partner for joint ventures and other
endeavors, it is worth emphasizing that
our territovial sovereignty and integrity,
maritine entillements and rights should

- not be compromised. We are not com-

pronising them; we are not giving them

~ away,” Lorénzana emphasized.

"The Philippines continues to view
{he arbitral tribunal ruling as valid and

legitimate. We have not, and we will

never surrender any part of our terri-
tory,” he added.

Lorenzana said the Armed Forees of
the Philippines (A1) maintains its pres-
cnce within the exclusive cconomic zone

. (EEZ}, and with its limiled resources,

does its best to safeguard the farthest .
ends of the country’s territory, _
“Since it is imperative to secure the

nalional territory, sovereignly and sov-
ereign rights of our country's maritime
claims and entitlements, to include the
West Philippine Sea and- the Philippine
Rise, the AFI* is steadfast in performing
tils constitutional duty,” the Defense
Chiel assured. :

At the forum, Secretary Loremana :
also underscorod the imminent review of
the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) with
the United States, ‘

"Given this challenge with China,
everyone must be asking why we initi-
ated the call to review the MDY with
ihe United States, our only treaty ally”
he said.

"We believe itis time to sit down with
our US countlerparts and revisit the
terms of our alliance.”

Seevetary Lorenzana said the Philip-
pines have always valued its partnership
and deep historical ties with the U.S. He
noted, however, thatthe two allies “must
clearly define ourroles and responsihili-
tics when the need arises.”
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won't give up

any territory

By Francisco Tuyay

HE Philippines, while it continues to maintain
warm ties with China, is not surrendering not
compromising any part of its territory.

This was stressed by Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana during Monday’s forum
at the National Defense College of the Phil-
ippines dubbed “The National Security
Outlook for the Philippines in 2019”

“While we recognize China ag a bilateral
partner for joint venlures and other endeav-
ors, it is worth emphasizing that our terri-
torial sovereignty and integrity, maritime

entitlements and rights should not be com-
promised, We are not compromising them;
we are not giving thein away,” he said.
“The Philippines continues to view the
arbitral {ribunal ruling as valid and legiti-
mate. We have not, and we will never sur-
render any part of our fevritory,” he added.
The DND chief also cited the compeling
territorial and maritime claims in the South

-

China Sea as the most critical external se-
curity challenge for the country.

Lorenzana also said the government had
reiterated its call on China and other claim-
ant countries to finalize and adopt a vatid,
binding and mutually accepiable cede of
conduct in the South China Sea,

He also maintained that the Armed Forces
ofthe Philippines maintains its presence with-
in the exclusive economic zone, and with its
limited resources, docs ils best to safeguard
the Larthest ends of the country’s ferritory.

“Since it is imperative to sccure the na-
tional territory, sovercignly and sovercign
rights of our country’s maritime claims and
entitlements, to include the West Philip-
pine Sca and the Philippine Rise, the AFP

/

is steadfas( in performing this constitution-
al duty,” the DND chief emiphasized.

In the same forum, Lorenzana reiterated
the need to review Manila’s Mutual De-
fense Treaty with Washington,

“Given this challenge with China, every-
one must be asking why we initiated the call
to review the MDT with the United States,
our only trealy ally, We believe it is time to sit
down with our US counterparts and revisil the
terms of our alliance,” he stressed.

While the Philippines has always valued
its partnership and in its deep historical
tics with the US, Lorenzana noted that the
two allics “must clearly define our roles
and responsibilitics when the need arises.”
WithPNA A7
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DND chlof: Wala pang Isinusukong
teritoryo ang Pinas sa China -

’ “We have not, and we will never sumender any part
. of our territory™!
Ito ang sinabi ni Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza- -
na samga mediamen kung isimuender nang pamahalaan
.ang Kagttingan Recfmatapos na pasalamatan ang China
sa pagtatayo dito ng resciie center.
Ginawa ng Kalihim ang pahiayayg sa githa na rin ng
. - mga espekulasyon na isinuko na ng administrasyon ang
: Kagitingan Reef sa China matapos ltuug pasalamatan sa
1 . - paglatayo ng rescue center.

Binigyang diinni Lorenzans na muling nanawagan
ang pamahalaan sa China at iba pang bansang kaagaw
. A nito sa teritoryo sa West Philippiue Sea ( South China
Sea) naisapinal naang katanggap ~tanggap na Code of

LConduct sa usapin ng pinag-angawan g tetitgryo.

Ang Spradly Islands sa West Philippine Scaay pinag-
augawan ng Pilipinas, Bruneid, Taiwan, Malaysia kung
saan ang pinakaagresibo ay ang China.

Sinabt ni Lorenzana na nanatili ang pncscnsyd ng
AFP tivops sa Iniris¢liksyon ng bansa sa Exclusive Heo-
nomic Zong (EEZY nakahit limitado ang resources ay

: mahigpit na binabatayan maging ang pinakamalayo
; miang teritoryo ng bansa,
K«lllgll(ly nito, muli pamang iginiit ni orenzana ang .
pang ﬂng'nlangun upang ircbisa ang Mu[lnl Defense
Treaty (MDT).- Joy Cantos- -~ ’L-’/
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Binanggit ni Defense Secrelary
Delfin N. Lorenzana na ang
pinakakritikal na external security
challenge parasa Pilipinas ay ang
magkakasalungat na territorial at
maritime claims sa South China
Sea, nang magsalita siya sa harap
ng alumni ‘at mga estudyante
n? National Defense College
of the Philippines sa forum na
pinamagatang “The National -
Securi!y Outlock for the Phi!ig pines
in 2019” na ginanap nitong Pebrero 4
sa Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City..

Ibinahagi ng Defense Chief
na muling idinfin ng gobyerno ng
Pilipinas ang panawagan nito sa
Chinaatiba pang claimant counlries
na isapinal at pagtibayin ang valid, |

February 2019 Q*

Ang Hanounourang Paravacans Thadions sa Bass P8O0

Agawan sa WPS, 'pihékakritikal ha hamon sé s'egu'ridad

binding at mutually acceptable cade
of conduct sa South China Sea,

“While we recognize Chinaasa
bilakeral partner for joint ventures
and other endeavors, it is worth
emphasizing that our. territorial
sovereignly and integrity, maritinie
entitlements and rights should not be
compromised,” diinni Lorenzana,

Sinabi ni  Lorenzana  na
pinananatili ng Armed Forces of the
l’hilippines (APP} ang presensiya
nito sa loob ng exclusive economic
zone (EEZ), at ginagawa ang lahat
ng makakaya para protektahan ang
teritoryo ng bansa,

“Since it is imperative to secure
the national territory, sovereignty

and sovereign rights ol our country’s

U,

marilime claims and entitlements,

to include the West Philippine

Sea and the Philippine Rise, the
AP is steadfast in Performing this
constitutional duly,” aniya.

Sinabi 1in ni Lorenzana na sang-
ayon siya sa posisyon ni Foreign
Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsinr. na
maghain ng diplomatic protest laban
sa pagtatayo ng China ng maritime

- vescue centey sa WPS, partikular sa

Mischief Reef at Fiery Cross.

“1 agree with the Secrctary of
Fareign Affairs thatwe should protest,
only because we don’t want tlilem to

“be keeping on building things there so

thatit will make it permanent, it wilk
b/ccomc theirs,” ani Lorenzana,
)} Francis T. Wakefield
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By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) together
with Metrobank, through the-
GT Foundation Inc. (GTFD
and Metrobank Foundation
Inc. (MBFI), delivered yester-
day food packs to 10,000 poor
families jn various parts of the
country. _

Soldiers and volunteers
delivered food to poor families

to celebrate the Chinese New

dation Inc. and Metrobank
Foundation Inc. for being our
pariners in the private sector
in nation building and. peace
development,” ABP chief Gen.
Benjamin Madrigal Jr. said.

~ “Our partnership with the dif-

ferent sectors of our socicly such
as the business sector and the
Filipino-Chinese comununity is

~very helpful in crealing a better

future for our children,” he added,
The AFP said 600 Manila resi-
dents and 500 families each from

Year.,

The AFP noted Lhal since
2011, Metrobank Group with,
their late chairman George SK
Ty, through GTFI and MBFEI,
has been giving food packs to -
underprivileged families in
different parts of the country
as a way of carrying out-its
tradition of sharing. :

And since 2015, the military
has been working hand in
hand with the GTFRI in keeping -
the tradition of sharing by giv-’

Quezon City and Marikina
were the recipients of the

initial deliveries of the food:

packs.

In Luzon, the AP North-
ern Luzon Command joined
the MBEI in giving food packs
inthe provinces of Pampanga,

Pangasinan, Bulacan, locos.

Sur and Cagayan, while the
Southern Luzon Command
assisted in giving food packs

to those in the provinces of

Batangas, Cavite, Laguna and

I
“7

AF’P, Metmbahk givAe fbdd packs to poor

ing gifls to the familics.

Aside from being the part-
ner of MBE) and GTH in the
“Bags of Blessings” program,
the AFP said it also provides

seeurily and manpower before, -

during and after the distriba-
tion of gift packs to families to
show its commitment to and
cooperation with the private

sector in nation‘building and
* peace development. .

“l'express my appreciation
and gratitude to GT Foun-

Naga as the Western Com-
-mand assisted in the distribu-
tioninPalawan,  }v

The Central Command
assisted Metrobank in giving
gift packs in the provinces of
Cebu, Bohol, Negros Occiden-
{al, Rastern Samar and Hoilo,
while the Eastern Mindanao
Command and the Woestern
Mindanao Command dis-
tributed gift packs in the
provinces of Davao, Surigao
del Sur and Zamboanga,
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By Jeannettel, Andrade
@jlandradeING

Defense  Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana may recommend
the lifting of martial law in
Mindanao by July once-law-
makers infroduce amend-
ments to the country's antiter-
rorism law, .

At Monday’s forum at Na-,
tional Defense College of the
Philippines in Camp Aguinal-
"do, Lorenzana said revisions
in Republic Act No. 9372, o
_the Human Security Act of
2007, and other laws would:
enable the defense establish-:
ment to better face security
challenges. :

Other challenges ‘
Among Key sccurity con-
cerns he cited were the com-;
munist rebellion, violent ex-!
tremism  and - terrorism, as
well as the territorial and
maritime dispute in the West

artial law e

Philippine Seca.

He said these were com-
pounded by the effects of cli-
mate "change, increasing at-
tacks in cyberspace and the
proliferation of chemical, hio-
logical, radiological, nuclear
and high-yield explosives,

Lorenzana sought support
for the defense department’s
leglstative agenda in updating
and amending laws, particular-
ly the Human Security Act.

“The defense secretary said
amendments to the existing
antlterrorism law “would no
longer necessitate the procla-
mation of martlal law and sus-
pension of habeas corpus.”

SCarguments

He said it was the defense
establishment's “main argu-
ment” in explaining the need to
extend martial law in Min-
danao.

“We told them that the peo-
ple (security forces) now have

12

1o teefh,” Lorenzana said.
He saicl he told the Supreme

Court that if lawmakers passed

the amendments within the
first half of 2019, “then | can
recommend the cessation of
martial law by July1st.”

The proposed amend-
ments to the law included giv-
ing law enforcers authority to
detain terrorism suspects for:
30 days, wiretapping and
surveillance as well as moni-
toring of online activity on
suspects for 9o days without
need for court approval, and
easing up the Psoo,000 penal-
ty for law enforcers who oir
in arresting and detaining

suspects.

Lorenzana said the exten-
ston of martial law in Min-
danao - had helped security
forces neutralize 1,403 enemies
of the state and persons affili-
ated with local terrorist and

- communist groups from, Jan. 1

to September 2018, NQ H.
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ff ‘éhf;‘le is a pressing need to

Ej improve the country's cy-

f% ber security, Department

-+ 0f National Defense (DND)

Sceretary Delfin Lorenzana said on
Monday.

“Another concern is the increasing -

attacks in cyber space. Previous years
have seen the rise of cyber threats,
which cdn be expected to persis(,

as the vital ceonomic and security’

mechanisim becomes more conneeted;
thus propagating the opportimily for
adversarial states and even non-state
actors to create disruption on a glébal
scale," the defense chief said during

the National Defensc College of the
Philippines Alumni Forum, dubbed

"The, Nalional Security Qutipok for
" tha Philippines in 2019" held at the
* NDCP Compound, Camp Agumaldo

m Quezon Cily.

- Given the large scopc that a simple
cyber- attack cover s, much altention
and resources are needed to curb such
incidents, Lorenzana pointed out.

"Extraordinary atlention is re-
quired on this matter, It is important
to note that the Bangladesh Ceniral

- Bank heist to which a local bank was

implicated must serve as reminder to
strengthen both civilian and military

ds better cyb
Ise — Lorenzana

networks,” the DNI) chicf empha-
sized.. -
Lorenzana said he is pushing for

the passage of a law requiring the

mandatory registration of SIM cards

_ since a lot of improvised explosive

devices in the southern part of the
counlry are being detonated by cell-
phoites. .-

"I'did not ask Congress, only (Sena-
tor Richard) Gordon, I asked him if he
could sponsor a hill that requires the
mandatory registration of SIM cards,
How will it help us? It makes track-

. ing criminals egsier" the DNI) chief
- said. (PNA) ‘f]‘"
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Bike explodes in Maguindanao
' . plosion was nol yet established. 6[

© Uy MINAR FENEQUITO
But, there was information that the

MIDSAYAL Norlli Cotabato - A
motoreycle exploded while travers-
ing the road in Talayan, Maguindanao
Wednesday noon, ‘

This was confivmed by Sixth Infan-

Lry Division spokesperson Maj, Avvin

Tineinas in a text message.

hlast was due to an impiovised explo-
sive deviee (115D thalwas kept inside
the hile’s comparimenl,

He said the incidend was still heing
investigated by the pulice to determine
the cause and motive of the explosion. -

incinas said, as of this wriling,

there was no report of any casually.

i Iineinas said the cause of the ex-
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Military pooh-poohs

UK travel advisor

At least 2,000 to 4,000 local and.
foreign tourists visit the town daily

By Rico M. Osmieiia

" . The Gentra.l Command of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines {Centcom-AFP) on
Sunday brushed off alleged tervor threats in

Visayas region by highlighting its security

Preparedness and alertness to quel] any
attempt and act of terrorism. o
- Centcom chief Lt. Gén, Noel §. Clement,
made the assurance Sunday during the

Inter-agency tourism stakeholdors sceuity
suramit for Southern Cebu held in Osfob town,

“Terrorism doesn’t have any torritory,
doesn’t have any religion, Thoy (terrorists)
will inflict damage and sow terror on anyone
who gets in their way. We will address any
threats to prevent it from happening,” he said,

He was reacting to a rocent United Kingdom

 travel advisory warning and diséouraging its

citizens from travelling to Mindanao and the
Visayas because of hoightened terrox threats,

- The advisory specifically included
Southern Ceby particularly the towns of

~ Oslob, Dalaguete and Badian,

‘Local tourism officials and stakeholders
were prompted to call the security summit
over concerns that tourists would shy away
from their area especially in Oslob, which is

- famous for its * butanding” atiraction among

foreign and local towrists, ]

At least 2,000 to 4,000 local and foreign
tourists visit the town daily. _

“We want to assure the public that we
have enough assets and force to prevent any

-terrorist activities in this area, We also need

everybody's support to help us in preventing
these groups from carrying out their plans,”
Clement stressed, .
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Games Sunday (Pasig City Sports Center)
3 p.m. - NHA vs AFP
4:30 pam. - Senate vs PNP

ARMED Forces of the Philippines and
Philippine National Police inched closer
to another title showdown by beating
their respective semis rivals in the 7th
UNTYV Cup held over the weekend at the

Pasig City Sports Center,
The top-seeded AFP

Jerry Lumongsod to cke out a 78-76
win over the National Housing Author-
ity Builders in the opener of their best-
of-three semis.

Ollan Oliver Omiping and Jerry Boy

- Saracho; on-the other hand, provided-the -

much-needed offensive punch in the pay-
off periad to help the second-ranked PNP
Responders beat the defending champi-
ons Senate Defenders, 79-24, in their
0WN semis series. '

Both AFP and PNP can forge another
exciting finals’ encounter in the event
organized by UNTV president and CEO
Dr. Daniel Razon for public servants
with wins on Sunday. :

The chosen charity of the champion
team, according to Razon, will receive
a lax-free P4 million prize while the
runner-up’s own foundation gets P2
million.

Cavaliers
leaned on the heroics of the cat-quick

A former player of the University of
the East, Omiping led PNP's decisive
run that saw them outscore the Defend-
ets, 28-15, to overcome a 59-51 deficit in
the third as they extended their winning
run to seven games dating back to the
first stage of the elims.

Omiping finished with 27 points, in-
cluding 11 in the fourth quarter, aside

‘Ollan Omiping trles to shoot agalnst a Senate defender at the start of their semis series
inthe UNTV Cup last Sunday at the Pasig City Sports Center. Omiping scored 27 points
as PNP beat Senate, 79-74, y ;

from posting seven boards and an assist,
while Saracho chipped in eight points—
all in the final quarter. '

Lumongsod made two quick steals
in the last 14 seconds with his first off
Waldemar Tibay bringing him to the free
throw area to shatter a 76-all count wily
asplit. He also halved his free throws off
Alvin Vitug after another heist,
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AFP, PNP win

Games Sunday
{Pasig City Sports Center)
-3 p.m.—NHA vs AFP
4:30 p.m. — Senate vs PNP

Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) and Phillppine Natianal Police
(PNP} inched closer to another title
showdown by beating thelr respec-
tive semis rivals in the 7th UNTV
Cup held over the weekend at the

Paslg City Sports Center.

The top-seeded AFP Cavaliers
leaned on the herolcs of the cat-
qufcklerry Lumongsod to eke out a
78-76 win over the National Hous-
ing Authority Builders in the opener
of their best-of-three semls.

Ollan Oliver Omiping and Jerry
Boy Saracho, on the other hand,
provided the much-needed offen-
sive punch In the payoff period .
to help the second-ranked PNP
Responders beat the defending
champions Senate Defenders, 79-
74, in thelr own semis series,

Both AFP and PNP can forge an-
other exciting finals encounter in
the event organized by UNTV pres-.

ident and CEQ Dr. Daniet Razon for -
public servants with another wins
on Sunday.

The chosen chaiity of the cham-
pion team, according to Razon, will
receive a tax-free P4 imilifon prize
while the runner-up’s own founda-

" tion gets P2 millton,

A former player of the University
of the East, Omiping led PNP's de-
cisive run that saw them outscore
the Defenders, 28-15, to overcome
a 59-51 deficit in the third as they
extended their winning run - to
seven games dating back the first
stage of the elims.

Omiping finished with 27 points,
including 11 In the fouith quarter,
aside from posting seven boards
and an assist, while Saracho
chipped in eight points — alllip the
final quarter. i

Lumongsod made two' quick
steals in the last 14 seconds with
his first off Waldemar Tibay brought
him to the free throw are to shatter
a 76-all count with a split. He also-
halved his free throws off Alvin Vi-
tug after another haist,

>
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Army-Bicycology,

KAPIT-BISIG at handa na
para sa muling pakikidigma ang

Philippine Atny-Bicycology Shop, |

kipkip ang misyon na makamit an
overarl team championship, hindi
man makasingit sa bawat stage
sa pagratsada ng 2019 LBC Rouda
Pilipinas sinulasa Biyernes (Febrero
8} sa mapaghamong 197.6-kilometer
Hoilo-iloilo Stage 1,
Nawalamanang mga beteranong
sina Sgt. Cris Joven, pumuawesto sa
No.6 sa overall fndividual standing

-sa nakalipas na taow, gayudin sina
Sgt. Merculio Ramos, Jr. at Sgt. Alvin

Benosa, kumpiyaum si team manager
at dating Olympian swimmer Eric
Buhain sa kampanya ng Army-
Bicycology na indlarawan niyang
mga palaban.

“In last year's edition, hindi
haman ganoonkalaas ang expectation
namin sa (ear. But with sheer guls
and delermination, Jumaban nang
lodo ang ating mga rides, Luckily,
vakakula ng stage win (3rd sage) si
Crts Joven and al of the sucden mas
naging palabanang team,” pahayag ni
Buhain, katiwang sa pangangasiva
ng koponan ang pakner na si John
Garcia,

Hindi man nasundan ang slage
three win ni Joven, hindi nagpahuli
ang Army-Bicycology sa kebuaan ng
12-stage race para makuha ang No.
sa overall team staudings tangan
ang kabuuang oras na 136:56:19 sa
likod ng kampecng Navy (1 35:1347),
Pangatle naman ang Go for- Gold
Developmental teans 136:5%:26.)

“With this new group, hopefully

we can do much better and win the -

overall championship,” sambit ng
dating PhilippineSports Commission
at Games &nd Armusement Board
(CAB) Chatrman,

Makakasama nang natirang
beterano sa koponan m sina Pic
Marvin Tapic, Sgt. Reynaldo Navareo
at veteran intercationalist Sgt. Alfi
Catalanang mga bagongriders na sina

Robinsen stoves,  Waren Bordors,

Ni EDWIN ROLLON

PR A

SALUTE! Handa na para sa Muling pakikidigma sa munda ng cyclingang
Phifippine Army Bicycology Shop na binubto nina (mula sa kaliwa) Pic. Marvin
Tapic, Sgt, Reynaldo Navarro, Robinson Esleves, veteran internationalist
Sgt. Alfie Galatan, Warren Borders, Mark Julious Borders, at alternate rider

Kenneth Lacuesta. Ang kaponan a

y pinangangasiwaan ni coach Bong

Curlan at assistant Joal Duenas, sa pagtataguyod nina Team Sports Director
/ Manager swimming legend Eric Buhain at Assistant Sporis Dirsctor and

Manager John Garcia .

Mark Julious Borders, at alterriate rider _

Kenneth Lacuesta
“It's a combination of youth and
experience. With UCI ranking also at
i} i)

stakes for this year's edition, mas liyak -

na ratatsada ang ating grupo,” sambit
ni Buhain,

Sa pagtataguyod ng Union.

Cycliste Internationale (UCI) sa g
agkakataon matapos simulan ang
arera may siyam na {aon na ang

nakalilipas, nakalaan ang UCH points
sakareradahilanupang makilahokang
walong foreign teams na i naasahang
magbiﬁigaif ng matinding hamon sa
pitong local teams,

Bukod sa Army Bic cology,
hahataw dinang Go for Golll, 7Eleven
Cligg-Ain21 by Roadbike Phls, Team
Franzia, Team Tarlac at Bike Xteme
+ habang ang international team ay
kinabibilangan ng Matrix Powartag
Japan, Nex Cycling, Korail Team Koo,

N #oad Cyeling Team, Sri Lanka

Navy Cycle Team, Custams Cycling

Indonesta, Terengpanu Cycling "Team

atCambodia Cycliug Team,

Batay sa pinakabagong UCI
qualification rule, mabibigyan i ang

topS0bansa ng direkiang sots sa 2020

““Fokyo Olympics at ma!ji(in;; ranking
points ang kaloob ng LBC Ronda
Pifipinas,

Mula sa lloilo, raratsada ang mga
riders para’sa 101.8km Guimaras-
Guimaras Stagesa Feb.9, bago maghalik

ang ruta sa loilo para sa 179.4km

I[oﬁo-Roxﬂs City Stage Three sa Feb,
10 kasunad ang 146.9%km Roxas-Roxas
Stage Four sa Peb, 11,

Ang ikalima at final stage ay sa
Feb. 12 sa diistansiyang 148 9km Roxas-
Antigue,

‘Hindi lang sa kababayan
natin, ngayon may chance pa kami
na maipakita ‘ang galing laban sn
international teams,” pahayag ni
Catelan, sumabak na rin kom elisyoin
saabroad bilang miyembrong National
Team.

Pinaiksi ang karera, taliwas sa
makalipas na eclisyon upang mabigyan
ng pagkakataon ang mga miyembro
i National Team na maiharida ang
mpa sarili sa tamang pagkakalaon
para sa pagsabak sa 30th Southeast
Asian Games na gaganapin sa bansa
sa Nobyembre,

|
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STOP PLIDLING L

said the poi;ce had yet o re-
lease the closed-circuit Lelevi-

SAN PABLO, ISABELA-~Rela-
tives and suppotters of slain Na-
tional Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDVP) consultant
Randy Felix Malayao wilt hold a
people’s march on Wednesday, a
day before his burial here,

But a week after Malayao
was gunned down inside a bus
in Aritao, Nueva Vizcaya, on
Jan. 30, his family assailed the
police for what it described as
“lack of clear investigation” of
the attack as they had yet to
identify the gunman or the
mastermind.

1lie «igior

Pevla lynann

LR

STy

MARCH FOR SLAIN NDEP CONSULTANT

sion [ootage and dash camera

recordings in the crime scene
as well as Malayao's laptop and

mobile phone,

“We will cooperate but

please do not pressure us. be--

cause we are still grieving,”
she also said, addressing the
investigators,

Innocent
Urpano said she was cn-
raged by police and military al-
legations that Malayao had a
vift with comminist rehels:

EIIeG

ln a'statement, the (,d;,aydn
Valley poHLe described
Malayao as an "alleged finan-
clal and sexual oppoitinist in
the revolution.” The staiement,
uploaded on the official web-
site ol tire regional police, said
such tags could have been rea-
sons the rehels declded Lo kil
Malayao. '

“Randy was well respected
and yet they are making yarn ol
ties to besmirch him even when
he is already dead,” Urpano
told the Inquiver.

She said her brother had a
“nable princinke 1n bhe honest

A

ES, MALAYAQ KON TELL GOPS

and we bélieved he was inno-
cent of the allegations.”

D "We wanl o preseyve our
integrity and I believe that he
lelt a good mark on many peo-
ple,” she added.

Another sister, Rosalinda,
sai¢l they wanted a speedy in-
vestigation with the identifica-

“tion and arrest of the gunman

and the mastermind,

“We had been surprised
with the outpouving of sympa-
thy. Those who visited the wake
were people who had been
touched by his kindness,” she
saicl —~VILLAMORVISAYA IR, INO



By Jufie Alipala
and Julie M. Aurelio
@Team _Inguirer o

ZAMBOANGA CITY-—Roberto
Lubiano tried to control his
tears as he looked at the coffin
of his fifth son, Ranger SSgt. jer-
ry Lubiane,

The fallen soldicr's face was
beyond recognition, his arms
and legs covered.with packing
tape to hold the fesh together,

"My son died a hero, but he
died with so much pain. He was
hrutally hacked,” Roberto sald.

“T'his is the work of an ani-
mal,” he added. :

+ The remains of three other
Rangers and their command-
ing officer, Lt. Randy Tanghal,
also showed signs of mutila’
tion, atthough the military has
been tight-lipped on how the
five died in a clash with Abu
Sayyaf in  Patikul, Sidlu
province, ’

The hodies of Tanghal, Lu-
biano, Cpl, Oliver Aquino, Cpl.
Regiie Draug and Ple. John Paul
Pascua le at the La Naval
Chapel of the Naval Forces

€

Western Mindanao,

Roberto's son was a hero of
Marawi and had been awarded
by .. President Duterte with
Proo,co0 in cash, a 45-caliber
pistol and a watch, he said.

Jerry was his family's bread-
winner, he added.

_ On Monday, Mr. Duterte
met with spouses and parents

of the soldiers killed in the two
explosions that ripped through
a Jolo cathedral on Jan, 27, and
gave them the residential Spe-
cial Financial Assistance worth

" P5o0,000, Defense Secretary

Delfin Lorenzana said.

The President extended the
same financial aid to relatives of
a goldier killedt in a clash with
Abu Sayyaf in Patikul, Sulu,
days ago during a manhunt for
the Jolo bombers, Lotenzana
said, adding that the Armed
Forces of the Philippines also
gave the bereaved familics
P'280,000 to P400,000 each, de-
pending on_the slain soldier's
rank. ’

“These arc over and above
their monthly pension,” he
added. INQ
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More than half a miilion voters
int 67 villages in Cotabato prov-
ince and six towns in Lanac det
Norte are expected to decide on
Wednesday whether they will

join the new Bangsamoro Au-

tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) in a pleb-
iscite that authorities hope will
draw a big turnout,

The plebiscite follows the
Jan. 21 vote, which ratified the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL)
creating the BARMM, the final
step in the 2014 peace agree-
ment between the government
and the Moro Islamic Libevation
Front {MI.T).

“The Jan. 2t plebiscite was a
success and we hope to dupli-
cate that success here. [But] it
remains to be seen whether or
not we will be able to match the
turnout,” said Comelec spokes-
person James Jimenez.

"We are nevertheless hope-
ful that because this is a politi-
cally active area—historically
and traditionally-—we expect
we will have a turnout of at least
better than 7o percent,” he said.

About 85 percent of voters
turned out for last month's pol!
in the whole of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM), plus the cities of Cota-
hato and Isabela, capital of Basi-
lan provinge,

Mechanics of plebiscite

Jimenez said there were
639,361 registered voters in the
areas covered by Wednesday's
plebiscite. . :

The vote will be held in the
lowns of Aleosan, Carmen, Cab-
acan, Midsayap,- Pigkawayan,
Pikit and Tulunan in Cotabato
to determine-whether the peo-

. FEB. 6 PLEBISCITE ON BANGSAMORO ORGANICLAW

JUT OF VOTERS EXPECTED IN COTABAT

LANAD DEL NORTE

" ple there will allow 67 of their

villages to join the BARMM. The
67 villages include 39 that veted
for inchusion in the ARMM in a
plebiscite in 2001,

Voters in Lanao del Norte,
except those in Higan City, will
be asked whether they will allow
six of their towns-—Baloi, Munai,
Nubungan, Pantar, Tagoloan and
Tangkal—to be included in the
BARMM, Those in' the six towns
will be asked if they want {o join
the new autonomous region.

Il majority of the voters in
the seven Colabato towns and
the 67 villages concerned vote
yes, then these barangays will
form part of the BARMM. A sim-

expecting any great disiup-
tions” of the plebiscite,

lleavy police presence

PNP Director General Qscar
Albayalde said at least 5,500 po-
lice officers were deployed to
secure 588 polling centers,

“We do not sce any threat
whatsoever, but we cannot relax.
Let us be vigilant always, not just

. security forces hut alse the
community,” Albayalde said.

He oxclered more road check-
points and heightened visibility
“not just today or tomorrow,
but every day” to prevent a re-
peat of the Jolo hombing:

Later in the day, however,

Ly

lar majority is needed in the
whole of Lanao del Norte and in
the six towns [or the inclusion
of these municipalities in the
new autonomous region,

“A double majority vote [for
yos| is needed to make the in-
clusion happen,” jimenez said.

He o said  the.  “possible
spillover of incidonts” in.other
parts of Mindanao ‘was the
biggest concern in Wednesday's
plebiscite, referring to the homb-
ings at the Jolo cathedratand at a
Zamboanga Cify mosque that
killed 24 people and wounded
more than 100 others,

But Jimenez saic the Philip-
pine National Police was “not

two separale cxplosions rocked
the towns of Kauswagan and
Lala, both in Lanao del Norie,
but caused no injuries.

Brig. Gen. Thomas Sedano Jr.,
commander of the 2nd Mecha-
nized Infantiy Brigacde based in
{ligan, said the Army had de-
ployed 1,600 soldiers to secure
polling places in the province.

“We will make sure that
Wednesday's plebiscite will be
peaceful and credible because
we know how important this
plebiscite is, not only in Lanao
del Norte hut also in the whole
country,” he said.

Abowt a dozen familics [rom
the Lanao del Norte towns of




Sultan Naga Dimaporo, Laia, Ko-
lambugan, Baroy and Kapatagan
sought refuge in relatives' homes
at Ozamiz City in netghboring
Misamis Occidental province be-
cause of tensions created by
“wrong information” about the
plebiscite, according to Senior
Supt. Leopoldo Cabanag, Lango
del Norte police director.

Rising tensions
The Ozarmiz government said
19 families (111 peopie), mostly
women ard children, had arrived
in the city since Feb. 2 because of
tising tensions hctween support-
ers and opponents of the BOL, ac-

‘cording to Rico M. Guangco Jr,

city disaster risk reduction and
management officer.

Kolambugan Mayor Lorenzo
V. Manigos said some of his
constituents were intimidated
hy the presence of MILF's yes
campaigners.

He said prominent politi-
ctans in the province were di-
vided over the BOL, with First
District Rep. Khalid Q. Dima-
poro campaigning against the
law and Maigo town Mayor
Rafael Rizalda pushing for it

Pastor Tom Banawa, a resi-

.dent of Barangay Dableston in

Sultan Naga Dimaporo, said
their neighbors left their simall
children with their relatives
outside the province and came
back to vote,

“Those who can' vote have
come back to vote,” said Ba-
nawa. “We are staying because I
don’t want to waste my vote for
this plebiscite. This is very im-
portant to me.” —RepPorTS FROM
TINA G. SANTOS, JAYMEE T. GAMIL,

RICHEL UMEL, DBIVINA SUSON, TITO
FIEL AND BONG SARMIENTO INQ
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Sulu leader seeks deeper cathedral

By ROEL PARERNO

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Even as
five suspects in the Jolo church bomb-
ing have surrendered, former Sulu
governor Abdusakur Tan Sr. called
on authorities not to jump to conclu-

sions and instead dig deeper in their
investigation.

Tan said the five suspects who swr-
rendered to the police could be mere
accomplices,

“Let’s wait for the complete investi-
gation because those who surrendered
can be only part or accessory of a
larger group of suspects,” Tan said,

Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Director General Oscar Albay-
alde on Monday announced that the
suspects led by Kammah Pae, alias
Kamah, surrendered to the military

on Sunday in Sulu.

Four others identified as Albaji
Gadjali, his sons Kaisar and Rajan,
and Salit Alih also surrendered to the
military here.

Kammah and his four companions

Turnto Page 8
T ]

Sulu le

were tagged as members of
Ajang-Ajang, a sub-group of
the Abu Sayyaf under Hatib
[ajan Sawadjaan,

Albayalde claimed the
five sirendered for fear they
would be killed in the relent-
less military operations.

'The Sulu provincial police
are prepating to file 23 counts
of murder and 95 counts of
frustrated murder anct dam-
age lo property against the
suspects.

blast probe

The five suspects who
surrendered were among 22
others behind the bombing,
according to Albayalde.

Albayalde said 14 suspects

-including Sawadjaan remain
at large. The military has
been hunting them down in
Patikul since Saturday.

‘The police identified four
of those at large as Makrim
Habbisi, Barak Ingog, a cer-
tain alins Usman and Arab
Futi.

PNP spokesman Senior
Supl. Bernard Banac said the
case has been solved with the
arrest of Kamah and the other
suspects.

Banac though clarified the

. case could not be considered

“closed” since there are other
suspects still at large.

“Nothing is definite yet,
nothing is final because the
invesligation is engoing. We
have to look deeper into the
investigation and we have to
look at different angles and
different groups,” 'lan said.

Tan lamented that if the in-
vestigation ends with Kamaly,
justice will not be served to
the victims and people of Jolo
and Sutu, as well as victims of
other acts of terrorism..

Albayalde gave assurance
that Kamah is not their fall
guy.

 "We conducled tactical
interrogation and also foliow-
up operations that led 1o the

- mrrest of the others that were
involved,” he said.

The PNP said Kamah re-
porledly escorted an uniden-
tifiedd Indonesian couple in
Sulu after they arrived from
an island near Basilan on Jan.

N

2,-a week before the bomb-
ing attack. '

The couple met with Saw-
adjaan in Patikul where they
hatched the plan to bomb
the cathedral of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel in Jolo.

‘Two bombs tore. through
the cathedral on Jan, 27 dur-
ing Sunday mass, killing at
least 23 people and wound-
ing more than 100 others.

Authorities said the at-
tack was aimed at creating
a religious divide and seek
support from Jslamic State.

Interior and Local Govern-
ment Secretary Lduardo Afto
confirmed it was a suicide
attack.

“It is officially confirmed
it's a case of suicice bomb-
ing,” Afio said in a message
posted on Viber.

Afocited the results of the
post blast and forensic inves-
tigations and testimonies of
witnesscs.

He said efforts are now
underway to identify the al-
leged Indonesian couple.

Afio said the Indongsian
government has expressed
willingness to help inidenti-
fying them.

“Identification is in the

rocess butit may take time,”
ﬁc said.

while foreign terrorists
are atlempling to sway their
counterparts in the country
into becoming martyrs, Aio
said it is unlikely there will
be a Filipino who will go to
such extremes.

“They underestimate the
influence of Filipino culture
to our Muslim brothers,” he
said.
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Fallure
of Intelligence

L [Detained Sen, Leila de
Ama claimed a failure of

intelligence led to the Jolo -

bombing attack,
De Lima critici
g cized Presi-
dent Duterte for hig failure

]“.) prevent the attacks despite -
us strong hand against ter- -

rorism. .
X She blamed the intelli-
gence community and ques-

5

tioned how the intelligence

fund was being spent.
Malacaiiang, however,

said De Lima was “talking

_nonsense.”

“{{er confinement has
dulled her senses,” presi-
dential spokesman Salvador
Panelo said. o

Panelo described De Lima,
in detention on charges of
drug, trafficking, as “callous”
and “insensitive” for not
even considering the plight
of soldiers hunting down the

-suspects,

#The fact that the soldiers

were not able to detect the
terrorists who disguised ’

themselves as churchgoers is
no reason for this criminally -
accused legislator to be so
insensitive as to blame them
for the tragedy,” Panelo sail.
Panelo said the President

“has been hard-pressed’ in

crushing the Islamic mili-
tants. :

“She claims that the Presi-
dent cannot protect the peo-

le from the terrorists with
Eis ‘threatening words, for-
getting that this is the same
President who crushed the
dreaded and ruthless ISIS
(Islamic State} and their local
counterparts in the Marawi
siege,” he said. .

Panelo said Duterte had
declared martial law in bat-
tHing the enemiies of the state.

“Had he not, the entire
Mindanae would have been
in chaos with bombings and
killings a daily occurrence,”
he said.

_ Panclo then accused De
Lima of trying to use the
present situation to her ad-
vantage.

“She ries to reenter the
public’s consciousness by
dishing out reckless and
offensive rants against the
President, reducing herself
into a pathetic figure and a

itiful caricature,” he said.

“She is better off indulg-
ing herself in meditation
and prayers so the goodness
in her heart comes out in
full bloom instead of secing
only the dark side in her
dungeon,” Panelo added.
- Christina Mendez, Em-
manuel Tupas
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'Foreign terrorists

on Tuesday.

B TERRORISTS FROMAT

Foreign

,By SIléx«fiiig- and ‘doing these -

stiicide bombings, they are ex-

pecting Filipino Muslim terrorists

would follow soon. ‘They under-
estimate the influence of Filipino

 culture on our Muslim brothers,” -

he told reporters. . :
There has been no record ofa

- suicide bombing in the Philip-

pines committed by a Filipino
terforist, ag it is deemed too vio-

lent, according to security officials ™

and experts.

In August 2018, a Moroccan
with ties to the Abu Sayyaf terror-
ist group launched a suicide attack
in Lamitan City, Basilan in which
10 people were killed.

Afio said authorities were still
verifying the identities of the Jolo
Cathedral suicide bombers, be-
lieved to be an Indonesian couple.

ndentification is on the process
but may take time. The indone-
sian government is willing to as-
sist. [t is officially confirmed that
iUs a case of suicide bombing,”
he said.

Ttwas Afio who first told the pub-

kic the suicide bombers in the twin
blasts at the Our Lady of Mount

«;‘L,‘j

training locals”

L JOLO. twin blasts carried out by suicide
bombers were an example of foreign terorists
training locals on how to sow chaos in the '
country, Interior Secretary Eduardo Ao said

FrarrovinisA2

Cavmel :Cailxedral were Indone-

stans, citing intelligence sources.
“Philippine National Palice

“(PNP) chief Oscar Albayalde

later confirmed Afio’s clabm and

_said witnesses o the bombings
‘noticed that the couple couldn’t
speak Tausug, the language of

Sulu natives. ..

" A DNA test on two unclaimed .

paits of feet would be conducted,
Ao said.
According to investigators, the

', Indonesian couple came 10 the

Philippines on January 21 through

" Lampinigan Istand, 277.3 kilome-

ters away from Jolo,

The two were brought to Jolo on
January 24 by pump boat.

Upon arrivalin Jolo, the couple
was brought to e house of Sawd-
jaan Met Usman, (he alleged mas-
termind of the blasts. The couple
and other suspects then went 10
a forested area in Patikul, Sulu to
plan the attack.

They went back to Jolo on
January 26 with black trolley bags
allegedly cairying the improvised
explosive devices or IliDs used in
the blasts. The woman reportedly
was the first to detonate a bomb,
followed by the man seconds later.

A total of 23 people died from

the blast, according to the PNP.
ROY D.R. NARRA
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Bombing solved
but not dosed

By Elmer N. Manuel

Department of Interior and Local
Government (DILG) Secretary Eduardo Aito
‘ on Tuesday confirmed that suicide bombers

were indeed behind the deadly explosions
that rocked a cathedral in Jolo, Sulu two

Sundays ago.

Turn to page 6

L

It is officially confirmed that it’s a case of suicide

The twin blasts left 28 people
dead and scores of people injured.

In a statement, Afio said
an Indonesian couple were
the perpetrators following
investigations and testimonies
given by the survivors and
witnesses,

“It. s officially confirmed that
it’s a case of suicide bombing,”
he said. “The conclusion was
based on post blast and forensic
invostigation, as well as the
testimonies of survivors,”

The DILG chief, however,
noted the identification of an
Indonesian hushand-and-wife
team who were allegedly behind
the suicide hombing in Jolo is
ongoing, It might take time before
a conclusion is reached, he said.

Aiio also said the Indonesian
government expressed willingness
to assist in identifying the couple.

“Bombers are Indonesian
couple. Identification is on the
process but may take time.
Indonesian government is willing
to assist,” said Afio who also
downplayed the effort by foreign
terrorists to teach Filipino
religious hardliners about suicide

bombing. He said it is not a party

of Iilipino culture,
“By showing and doing these
suicide bombings, they are

terrorists would follow soon, They
underestimate the influence of
Filipino culture on owr Muslim
brothers,” Afio said.

Suspects surrender
The Department of Justice
(Dod), meanwhile, disclosed

‘that the multiple murder and

frustrated murder complaints
against five of tho suspects in the
deadly Jolo cathedral bombings
last week have been submitted
for resolution,

Identification is on the
process but may take time.
Indonesian government is
willing to assist,

In a statement, DoJ
Undersecretary Mark Percte
disclosed that a prosecutor in
Sulu terminated the inquest
proceedings against the five men
under police custody.

They are Mukammar L.
Pae/Kammah L. Pae with alias
Kammab; Albaji K. Gadjali with
alias Apah Albaji/Awag; Radjan
B. Gadjali with alias Rajan;
Kaisar B. Gadjali with allas Isal,

They will face complaints filed

y the Sulu police in connection
with the twin blasts at the Our Lady
of Mt, Carmel Cathedral - multiple

x{nd Said Alih with alias Papong,

murder, multiple frustrated
murder and damage to property
and by procedure, a prosecutor

bombing
N has to find probable cause that the

N o i s o i e T i —respondents committed the alleged—————
From page-1 expecting-the Filipino Muslin crlmes before charges could be

filed in cowt for trial,

Aiio said an Indonesian
couple were the perpetrators
following investigations and
testimonies given by the
survivors and witnesses,

The five surrendered to
authorities over the weckend,
leaving at least seven identified
suspects and other John and Jane
Does at large,

Case solved

Meanwhile, the Philippine
National Police (PNP) is already
considering the case ‘as solved
but not elosed, its spokesman
Senior Supt. Bernard Banac said
Tuesday.

In a separate Interview,
Banac said the PNP now has in
its custody five of the bombing
suspects but noted that they
could not yet close the case
since 14 other suspects are still
at large,

“The case has been solved but
not closed. This means that the
suspects are now in the custody
of the police and appropriate
charges have been filed against
them,” Banac said, “Manhunt
operations against the remaining
suspects were ongoing.”
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Ano: Jolo cathedral attack

a case of suicide bombin

BY VICTOR REYES

INTERIOR Secretary Lduardo
Afio yesterday said the bomb at-
tack at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel in jolo town
in Sulw' on January 27 is 2 casc
of suicide bombing involving an
Indonesian couple,

“I’s officially confirmed ehatits
a case of suicide bombing,” Afo
saiel referring to the twin bombings
at the church, which killed 23 per-
sons anc injured alout 100 others.

Afio said the conclusion was
based on the “post-hlast and fo-
tenisic investigation, as well as the
testimonies of survivors.” The
investigation was conducted by

. the police. .

The cathedral ateack is the sec-
ond case of suiade bombing in
the country, The first was in July
last year when a Morocean blew
himself up in Lamiran City, killing
11 people. Ofticials initdally denied

- the Lamitan incident was a case of

suicide hombing,

Ao said the cathedral hombers
are an Indoaesian hushand and
wife couple,

He said the Indonesian govern-
ment “is willing to assist” in the
identilication of the two.

Intelligence reports said the
couple, identified by Defense Sce-
retary Delfin Lorenzana eatlier as

‘emenis, linked up with the group
of Abw Sayyaf leader 1 Faaih Hajan
Sawadjann after arviving in Sulu

from Indonesia,

The two, prior to the blasrs,
were escorted to Jolo by Kammah
Pac alias Kamah, a member of
the Ajang-Ajang which is a group
assnciated with the Abu Sayyaf.

Pae and four other suspects
surrendered to authoritics on
Saturday and Suaday, PNP chief
Oscar Albayalde satd Monday Pae
did not admit pacticipation in the
attack but his cohorts said Pac
“escorted” the Indonesians to his
{Pae’s) house in Jolo.

Defense Sceretary Delfin

Lorenzana has said another man”

with the name “Kamah” is behind

the blasts, and not the one who

surrendered last Saturday,
Officials have said about 40

foreign terrorists are in the country,
mostly in Sulu and Magnindanao,
The foreign terrorists supposedly
include Indonestans, Malaysians,
Pakisanis, Maroceans, Egyprians,
and Singaporeans.

Ao said the foreign tertorists
continue to teach Filipino terrorists
on suicicde bombing,

“By showing and doing these
suicide bombings, they are expect- -
ing the Filipino Muslim terrorises
would follow soon. They under-
estimate the influeoce of Filiping
cutture on our Muoslm brothers,”
he said PNP spokesman Senior
Supt. Bernard Banae saidl the police
foree considers the Jolo bombing

See ANO > Page B3
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case as solved but not yet closed.
“Welve arrested the (five) sus-
pects and filed charges against
them so the case is solved but
it does not necessarily mean it
closed because we continue to
putsue other suspeets. We con-
tine €o pursue them as of aow,”
he said,
Police said there are 14 other

suspects in the blasts, including
Sawadjaan, who Banac said mas-
terminded the ateack, Soldiers
clashed with Sawadjaan’s group
in Patikul on Satarday, ‘The clash
left five soldiers and three terror-
ists dead,

Banac saict Kamal, during ques-
tioning, denied any involvement
in the bombing “but his four
companions admitted that he is
their leader”

R AR ot o

9\7/

Banac maintained that I<amah
and his companions provided
teansportation and food to the In-
donesian couple “until the bomib-
ing of the Sulu cathedral was
conswminated.”

“It’s his right to deny the charges
against him. That is his right, Bue
because of the testimony and evi-
dence we gathered against him, we
included hit in the case (that was
fited),” Banac said.
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Two explosions
in Lanao del Norte

BY VICTOR REYES

TWO explosions rocked Lanao del
Norte yesterday, eve of the plebiscite
on the Bangsamoro Organic Taw

No one was reported killed or
injured in the blasts.

One occurred ar the back of
Kavswagan town hall at around 450
p.m., said Col. Alex Aduca, spokes-
man of the Task Porce Plebisito of
the Army’s 302 Mechanized Brigade.

Aduco said the improvised ex-
plosive device (I18D), placed in a
bag, was left under a dump ceuck.

Aduco said the second IED
explosion occurred around 4:35
pm.in front of a gas station in
Barangay Maranding in Lala town.

“We're still confirming who is
behind these,” said Aduco.

Askedif the blasts were related o the
BOL plebiscite, Aducosaic: “Ihats onc
of theangles wete looking into — peage
spoilers who want to sow fear”” b 4

Aduco expressed confidence
no further bombings will oceyr
“beeause we already intensified
our checkpoint operations and
our patrols,”

e
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Maguindanao bomb blast
misses candidate’s convoy

BY VICTOR REYES

AN improvised bamb exploded in "Yalayan town
in Maguindanao yesterday, barely missing the con-
voy of former town mayor Date Al Midtimbang
Stwhois runaing for mayor in die May clections,

PNP spokesiman Sentor Supt, Bernaed Banac
saiel one person sus-
tained minor injuries,

Banac said the
homb, placed in g
motoreyele, expladed
at around 1145 qm,
The motoreyele was
parked on the side of
the national highway
in Sitio Nes in Baran-
gay Tambunan,

He said injtind inves-
tigation showed 1wo
unidentified men on
board 1wo motorey-
cles “stopped, parked

T ey

0%

onc motoreycle on the side of (he road, and
pretended to buy fruits from a neaghy makeshift
store.” They left abourd one motorcyele,

The motoreyele that was Jefy behiad exploded
einents later, Banae said, when the convoy of
Midumbang “wag passing by, and barely a few
meters away”’ No one was teported hure fram
Midtimbang’s COMVOY

The injared person was feuit vendor Sera
Mangelen, 25, a resident of (he town,

Responding boml expetts from the Army
and the Talwyan town police eecovered bomb
components from the blast sige,

Asked if the attack was politically moti.
ated, Banae saidd, “TIi’s hard 1o speculate.
We're stifl determining (the maotive). But
based on the initial imvestigation, we are now
in the election periog so it could be & reason
to harm anyone.” ")

Maj. Arvin Lincinas, spokesman of the
Army’s Gehy Inf’;mtry Division, said the blast
site was abowt 100 meters from a checkpaint
manned by soldiegs,
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Kinasuhaunaanglinmngsuspeks&

, magknsunodnapamhobumbnsaOtrrLﬂdy

of Mount Carmel Cathedial sa Jolo, Suly

noong Enero 27, : :

Nagismnpa pang kaso ang Philippine

National Police (PNP) sa~ Provincial

Prosecutor’s Office sa Sula laban kina

| Kammahl’ao;AlbﬂjiGad'aﬁ;atanakniyang
sinaKaisaratRajdn;atSa{itAlih.

"The prosecutor has terminated the
inquest proceedings and deemed submitio
forresolution (hecasea ainst the fivearrestod
suspects in the Jolo Ctalhedral bombing,”
pagsistwalat ni Department of fustice ()}

: spokesman Undersecretary Mark Perele,
e The suspects have been named
mpondentsinthocasesl"m'mu[tiplenmrdor,
| multiplefiustrated murdorand da mage to
property filed by Sulu Police Provincial
Office, Camp /551 of fulagitim Ahadin
Kasim, Asturias, Jolo, éul'u," diin niya.

. Sanasabing reklamo, sinabi i Perete
1na kasama zin an pitong iba pang di pa
nnkiidfalangsuspei.

Unang summtko si Kammah sa 35t .
Infantry Battalion (113) g Philippine Army
nitong Sabado, bago itintun ovor sa pulisya
sajolo, Sulu,

Babangang apatnafba pangsispekay
sumukorinsa hiwalay nalocal police unifs
saSulu, nitong Lingeo,

Saman mg, anglima ay nasa kustodiya
ng Special nvestigation Task Grou b SITG)
MountCarmel sa?olo, Suly, ,

PS0OK TULONG SA BIYUDA 17
NGMGASUNDALO 7
Samantala, bagainat walang public

engagement, naging abala si Pan ralong
Dutertesa pagharapsa ingaasawang limang
nasawing sundalosa pamboboimba,

Ayen kay Defense Sccretary Delfin

Lorenzang, Bnnata'.vﬂg sila kamakalawa ng
Pangulosa DavaoCity, kasama sina Laboo

Secretary Silvesive Be loat NHA Manager

JunEscalada,

Ayon kay Lorenvana, bitﬁg{ﬂn ng
Pangulo ng tig-P300,000ang mga iyuda
g limang sundalo,

Ga]ingummcmnypuml'osaPmsidcn!ial
Special Finanwial Assistanee fund,

Nagbigay din, aniya, ang Armed Foreos
of the Philippincs ng lulong pinansiyalna
P’280,000 hanggang 400,000, dependesa
anggong mpasulak,

ukod pa umano ito sa buwanag
pensyion na matatanggap ngmga biyuda,

;}'17

e SOV

'‘CASESOLVED .

Ipinahayag kahapon ng Philippine
National Police (PNP) na "case sulvec{'* na
ang pambobombasacathedral, malarosna
suntukoang limang suspek at kasyhan,

Gayunman, sinabi ni Senior Supt.
Bernard  Banac, PNP spokes FRES0N,
i ang kaso ay hindi pa 'closec{" dahil
nagsasagawa pang imbestigasyon para
sa tkanavesto ng nasa 14 pang suspek,
kabilang'si Abu Sayyafsub-leadler 1 atib.
HajanSawadjoan,

"Thiscascissolved but nol yetclosed,
his nicans that the suspects werealicady
placedunder pelicecustodyand thecharges
againstthem wetealveady filed, We cannot
closethecase yet because pursuitoperations
arestillon-going against he otherat-large
suspects,” sabini Banac,
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By MARTIN SADONGDONG

The Philippine Naticnal Police
(PNP) disclosed yesterday that the

twin explosions at a cathedral in |

Jolo, Sulu, last month has already
been solved with the surrender of
the five suspects and the filing of
charges against them,

However, Senior Superintendent
Bernard Banac, PNP spokesperson,
noted that the case cannot be con-
sidered “closed” yet as deeper in-
vestigation is still being conducted
to arrest at least 14 other suspects,
including Abu Sayyaf sub-leader
Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan.

“This case is solved but not yet
closed. This means that the sus-
pects were already placed under
police custody and the charges
against them were already filed.
We cannot close the case yet be-
cause pursuit operations are still
on-going against the other at-large
suspects,” Banac sai,

The twin explosions occured
at Qur Lady of Mount Carmel on
January 27 which resulted in the
death of 23 persons,

Over the weekend, five suspects
linked to the twin bomb attacks at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathe-
dral surrendered to authorities,
according to PNP chief Director
General Oscar Albayalde.

They were identified as Kam-
mah Pae alias Kammah, from Aby
Sayyaf Group-affillated. Ajang-
Ajang; Albaji Kisae aliag Awag and
his sons Rajan Bakll aliag Radjan
and Kaisar Bakil allas Isal; and Safit
Alih alias Papong,

“Charges for 23 counts of murder,
95 counts of frustrated murdey,

~and damage to property were

filed against them and 14 other
suspects before the Sulu Provinvial
Prosecutor's Office on Monday.,

Other respondents inclye Saw-
adjaan, Usman Absarah, Barak In-
gog, Makrim Ablsi, Bapah Absara,
one alias Ebing, and several John
and Jane Does,

Howevar, according to media
reports, Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana revealed that they were
tooking got a different suspect whose
name “sounds like Kammah?

Specutations were then raised
that the “Kammah” who surren-
dered to authorities [s only a “fall

vl

Considere
Solved: PN

guy", since according to critics, no
terrorist as notorious as Abu Sayyaf
would yield to lawmen after commit-
ting a crime with magnitude as big
as the Jolo cathedral blasts.

Earlier, Albayalde sald Kammah
Pae and his cohorts were “forced”
to surrender “out of fear for their
lives” because of the massive pur-
suit operations being conducted by
the pollce and military.

Albayalde also noted that Kam-
mah Pae admitted to being part of
the Ajang-Ajang Group but denied
his Involvernent in the Jolo cathedral
bembing. ;

Banac, for his part, maintained
that the “"Kammah” they had in
custody is the same person that
the police and military have been
hunting all along.

On the other hand, he said the
police and military will continue to
work on “further developments” of
the case.

“Our coordination with the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP} is
continuous. We have created a spe-
cial investigation task group [SITG
Mount Carmell to monitor further
developments,” Banac said. [/
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. Nakahanda ang In-
donesian government
nha tumulong sa forensie

examination sa sample
tissue ng hagkadurog- -

durog na katawan ng
umano'y mag-asawang
suicide bombers sa Jolgp
Cathedral hoong Enero
27,

Kasabay nito, kinum-
pirma nf Interior and £ o-
Government Secre.
tary Eduardo Afio na syi-

__February 2019

cide bombers ang nasa
likod ng pa:?papasabog
sa Our La
Carmel Cathedral,

"It Is officlally con-
firmed that it's a case of
sufcide bombing,” pa-

hayag niAfo na sinabing

ito'y base sa resulta gy
post blast at forensia
Investigation at gayundin
mula sa testimonya/ng
mga survivors,
"Bombers are fhdo-

y of Maunt -

Ni JOY CANTOS

nesian couple, Identifj--
cation is on the Process
but may take time, The
indonesian government
i8 willing to assist. Jt is
offictally confirmed that

It's a cage of suicide
bomblng,” sabi pa ni
Afio, .

7

72

Si Afio ang unang
naghbulgar na mag-asa-
wang Indonasian ang
nasa fikod ng twin bom.
blng base sa Intelligence
SOUrCes nita bilang da-
ting AP chief,

Sinabl ng Kafinim na
ang pagpapasabog sa
Jolo Caihegral ayisa sa
Mgaparaang ltinuturo ng

P
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epum et

mga dayuhang terorisia
8a mga Pinoy Musfim
extremists kung paano
maghahasik ng teiorjg-
o sa bansa.

Wala rin aniyang
rakord ng suicide bom.
bing sa Pilipinas na:
kagagawan ng mga Pi-
Noy terrorists dahif mas-
yado itong bayolente.
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COTABATO CITY- Government
troops intensified air and artiltery
strikes to flush- out ISIS-inspired

" local terrorists in marshy areas in
Maguindanao, resulting In the kili-
ing of elght suspected terrorists and
wounding of 10 others, the military
reported Monday.

Capt. John Arvin Encinas, spokes-
person of 6th Infantry Division,
sald the surgical mllitary opera-
ticns were aimed at flushing out at
least 200 members_of the Dawlah

Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF)
under Salahuddin Hassan alias Abu
Toraife and Abubakar Ismael- allas
Ustadz Karialan who are holding
out near the Liguasan Marsh In
Barangay Tugal, Sultan sa Barongis,
Maguindanao. )

He sald the military offensive had
also destroyed several bunkers and
foxhales which served as encamp-
ment for the local terrorists,

He sald one of those wounded

b

Istamiyah-inspired Bangsamoro

8 militants dead

- critically was BIFF rebel leader

Salahuddin Hassan, :

Five of the fatalities were identi-
fied as Abu Salik,. Abu- Tutin, Sai-
din Kusain, Guabar Sulaiman and
Hashim Abe,

Major Gen, Cirilito Sobejana, 6th
ID commander, sald the alr strikes
and artillery bombardment were
taunched on terrorist lairs based
on the information provided by

BIFF rebels who earlier yielded to
- authorities. '

He said the military operation
was closely coordinated with Moro
Islamic Liberation Front-Coordinat-
Ing Committee on the Cessation of
Hostilities to ensure the safety of
civilian residents In the area.

. “The targeted areas were con-
finad to locations away from popu-
lated communities,” Sobejana said.
He the military offensive was
carried out to thwart possible terror
attacks from the ISIS-Inspired local
terror groups. (Joseph Jubelag)

4
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i Patay ang walong miyembro
nig Bangsamorg Islamic Freedom
Figh
i

ters (BIFE) sa airstrikes ng
1sinagawa ng Armed Forces of the

Phitippines {AFP) sa

infulai kaha on, .

Ayon kay Maj. General Ciritiio
Sobejana, commandor ng Joint Task

' Force Conteal (ITFC), pinaulanan ng

N FA-50 bombs nitong Linggo ang kuta

‘ Ng mga terorista, v ikina matay ng
walong BIFR, I :

Lima sa mga - nasawi ay
kinilalangsinn Hashiny, Abo Salik,
Abo Tutin, Saidin Kusain, at Guabar
Sulainian,

. Samantala, 10 iba pang
miyembro ng BIFE ange hasugatan,
kabilang si Salahudin Tassan.

Sinabi ni Sobejana g isinagawa
ang airstrikeg malapos magbipay ng
impornasyon ang sub-canmancder
g BIEE hinggil sa lokasyon ng n)?;

8

Maguindanan,

Miyembro ng prapo,
Sumtko sa Philippine

4

0 mandirigma ng BIFE

!
Army af
« saifalim

R

74

f Ak NAHGUNGUNARG PAATAGANG TAGALOG 54 BANSA

edo sg airstrikes

rR.00

ng sul-commander nilang si Ganj
Saligan, na Pawang kakasuhay,
: Fer Taboy
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High turnout seen in BOL plebiscite

By MAYEN JAYMALIN North Cotabato - might not
SRR generate the same level of in-
~ terest than the one conducted
on Jan. 21.in the Autonomous

plebiscite for the ratification
of the Bangsamoro Organic
Law (BOL),

. Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez said today’s plebi-

_ The Commission on Elec-
tons (Comelec) is expecting a -
high voter turnout and a more

peaceful conduct of today’s

scite - in Lanaa del Norte and

Region in Muslim Mindanao

Turn to Page 8

High tUI‘l’lOUt From Page 1

(ARMM) ~ Basilan, Lanao
del Sux, Maguindanao, Sulu
and Tawi-Tawi - as well as
in the cities of Cotabato and
Isabela.

“The stakes are alittle dif-
ferent, jt's just incluslon; but
we are nevertheless hopeful
because this is a politically
active area, historically and
traditionally. We expect that
we will have a turnoul better
than 70 percent,” Jimenex
said, adding today’s activity
is expected to be “less emo-
tional” and more peaceful.

Despite fears that violence -

might spill over from other
parts of Mindanao, Jimenez
saidd both the Comelec and
the Phitippine.Nattonal Po-
lice (PNP} are hopeful that

today’s plebiscite will be
peaceful and successful.
“According to the PNP,
there is no increase in the
number of hotspots. Clearly
they are not expecting any
great discuption during the

-elections, Let's face it, the

Jan. 21 plebiscite was suc-
cessful and we hope to du-
plicate that success,” Jimenes.
saic, : ‘
NP chief Director Gen-
eral Oscar Albayalde yester-
day visited his men tasked to
secure the plebiscite,
Photographs released by
the PNP showed Albayalde
leading a command confer-
ence at the Midsayap munici-
pal hall in North Cotabato.

1

Albayalde will also visit.

and supervise security prep-
arations in Lanao del Norte,

Canvassing

in Manila
© Jimenez said much of the
canvassing of the plebiscite
results would be conducted
in Manila, with the National
Plebiscite Board of Canvass-
ers (NPBOC) set to reconvene

tomorrow afternoon,
He said certificates of

- canvass from different mu-

nicipalitics of North Cota-
bato will be directly transmit-
ted to the NPBOC.

Official results of the pleb-
iscite are expected within
four days or by Tuesday at
the latest, Jimenez said.

Special monitoring teams

‘have been deployed prior to

plebiscite day to help in the
voting preparations.




Election paraphernalia
will be released at 4 a.m.
today. Voling precincts are
open from 7 am. to 3 p.m.
Manual system of voting will
be used in the plebiscite.

~Jimenez said voters
should write “yes” or “no”
on the ballots to indicate
whether they want to be
included or not in the Bang-
samoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao or
BARMM.

A total of 639,361 regis-
tered voters are expecied to
cast their votes.

Support for BOL

The people of Lanao del
Norte yesterday affirmed
their support for the BOL as
they prepared to participate
in the plebiscite, :

Residents expressed their
canfirmation. through a re-
sounding “yes” during a
rcace assembly on the BOL
eld at the municipal gym
of Kapatagan town on Mon-
day.

Assistant Secretary Dick-
son I lermoso of the Office of
the Presideptial Adviser on
the Peace Process (QPADPP)
said the landmark legisla-
tion was part of the Duterte
administration’s commit-
ment to attain a lasting peace
in Mindanao. Hermoso said
with the ratification of the

BOL, combatants of the
Moro Istamic Liberation

Front (MILF) will be decom-
missioned and development

programs and projects will

" be provided for the new

Bangsamoro region.

- MILE Bangsamoro Transi-
tion Commissioner Abdul-
lah Camlian said the BOL
could be the last chance for
the Bangsamoro people to
achieve their aspirations for
a lasting peace. ,

For his part, Omar Yasser
Sema of the Moro National
Liberation [Front Bangsam-
oro Transition Commission
urged the people to stay vig-
ilant during the plebiscite.

The peace assembly was

part of the commitment of
the OPAPT with the Come-
lec to carry out a scries of
cducation campaigns in areas
covered by the plebiscite,
The campaign aims to
help voters make an in-
formed decision during the

_plebiscite.

Meanwhile, local govern-
ments in North Cotabato also
expressed their support for
the BOL during a forum held
in Midsayap on Ficb, 2.

The forum was attended
by local officials, members
of academe and civil society
groups.

OPAPP Undersecreiary
Nabil Tan urged the people

»

to supporl the inclusion of
their towns and cities in the
BARMM, ‘

‘Allot enough
funds for BOL’

Sen. Paolo Benigno Aqui-
no 1V urged his colleagues
in'the Senate to allot enough
funds for the full implemen-
tation of the BOL and ensure
the futfillment of its mandate
to bring peace and order in
Mindanao.

“Our Muslim brothers and
sisters have long fought for
this so the transition must
not be delayed by lack of
budget,” Aquino said, refor-
ring to the BOL. '

He said the ARMM's pro-
posed budget of P31.1 billion
for this year would not be
enough as the transition to
BARMM needs around P59
billion. :

Republic Act 11054 or the
BOL mandates that the cur-
rent appropriation for the
ARMM should be transferred
to the Bangsamore Transition
Aullvority.

" The Senate version of the
2019 budget has allotted
around P30 billion addition-
al budget for the BARMM,
which Aquino hopes will
hurdte the bicameral confer-
ence commiltlee. - With Jose
Rodel Clapano, Emmanuel
Tupas, Paolo Romero
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2nd BOL plebiscite held today
in Lanao Norte N. Cotabato

. ByLESLIE ANN 0. AQUINOD

"The second round of the plebiscite for the

Bangsamoro Organic Law will be held today, Feh- -

ruary 6, in Lanao de! Norte and North Cotabato,

The Cominission on Elections said.the plebi-
scite will be held in the province of Lanao dcl
Norte, except Iligan City; the municipalities of
Aleosan, Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pikit,

and Pigkawayan in the province of North Cota- ‘

2y

batd; and the 28 ateas contiguous to any of the
Bangsamoro core areas, where cither the local
government of such area, by way of a resolution;
or atleast 10 percent of the registered voters it a

" local government unit, by way of a petition, asked

for inclusion in the plebiscite,

Cemelec Spokesman James Jimenez ex-
pressed hope that today’s plebiscite wili be as sue-
cessful as the January 21 referendum, ‘

“January 21 was a success and we @’ 4.

T e B s v



2nd BOL plebiscite. ..

hope to duplicate that success here,”
said Jimenez,

- ‘The poll official is unsure if this
plebiscite would generate the same
interest from voters due to the absence
of the question on the ratification of
the BOL..

“T guess it remains to he seen if
we're going to match the turnout,
stakes avo a little different, no longer
ratification, it’s just inclusion,” Jime-
nez said, ‘

“I don’t know if it will necessar- .-

ily generate the same level of interest
but we are nevertheless hopeful that
hecause this is a politicaliy active area,
historically and traditionally, we expect
that we.will have a turnout better than
70 percent,” he added.

The plebiscite ballots will feature
several questions regarding the posi-

tion of volers on whether they want -

their areas to be included in the Bang-
-samore Aulonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), _

In the case of Lanao del Norte, all
volers in the province will have a say if
the towns of Baloi, Munai, Nunungan,
Panta, Tagoloan, and Tangkal will he
allowed to join BARMM,

Volers from the said towns will also
be asked if they will agree to have their
mumicipalities join the newly-formed

41

region,

For voters in North Cotabato such
as inthe municipalifies of Aleosan, Car-
men, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan,
Pikit, and Tulunan will have a say ifthe
67 barangays seeking inclusion will be
given permission to do so. '

On the other hand, voters from the

" 67 barangays from the said municipali-

ties will also be asked if they agrec to
join the BARMM,

. The Comelec expects {o complete
the canvassing of votes at the national
level in four days, -

Albayalde inspeels security preps‘ :

Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Director General Oscar Albay-
alde was in North Cotabato Tuesday to
inspect security preparations for the
second BOL set tomorrow,

“The Chief, PNP PDG Oscar Albay-
aldeand TDCO/Task Force Commandor
Police Depuly Director General Arciie
Gamboa are now inspeceling our final
deployments in North Cotabato where
afinal briefing on security proparations
for North Cotabato and Lanao Norte to
be altended by Comelee, PNI? and AFP
officials and other stakeholders,” PNP
spokesperson Senior Supt, Bernard
Banac said in a message sent to repor-
er's Tuesday,

The country's top cop will also visit

some voting centers on Wednesday to
ensure that the plebiscile runs smooth-
ly and safely. _ :
"All RDs (regional directors) of
neighboring Police Regional Offices have
been direeted to provide strong border

controls and checkpoints to ensure that -

hospoilers from other ageas will disrupt
the plebiscite,” Banac added,
3,208 police personnel

Albayalde earlicr said 3,209 police
personnel willbe deployed Lo secure the
588 polling centers in yarious arcas of
the two provinces,

“We are ready to assime clection

~ duties anew for the Bangsanioro Or-

ganic Law plebiscite. We will be using
similar operational template applied in
the fivst plebiscite,” the PNP chicf told
reporters inapress hriefing on Mosday
at Camp Crame, Quezon Cily,

Albayalde said there will be a cer-
emonial send-off foy the 3,209 police of-
ficers tasked to perform election dutics
on Tuesday in Cagayan de Org City.

The police personnel are expected
to be augmented by soldiers and other
law enforcement agencies,

Albayalde said Cagayan de Oro Cily
will serve as monitoring and action
center for the plebiscite,

Meanwhile, the military has de-
ployed more than 10,000 troops and
support wnits to help secure the BOL
Plebiscite, alongside the PNP (With a
report from PNA)
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3 explosions in Mindanao on the eve @E vote

BY DEMPSEY REYES AND
WILLIAM B. DEPASUPIL

“YOME 4,000 sol-
» dlers will be de-
W ployed to secure
the second plebiscite
for the Bangsamoro Or-
ganic Law (BOL) in the
provinces of Lanao del
Norte and North Cota-

bato today, Wednesday.

¥ PlabisciteA2

i PLEBISCITE FROM A1

4,000

The army does not expect any
threat during the second round
of the plebiscite, during which six
towns in Lanao del Norte and doz-
ens of barangayor villages in North
Cotabato will vote on whether or
not to join the new Bangsamoro
autonomous region.

On Tuesday, however, two blasts
were recorded in Lanao del Norte
— one each in the towns of Kaus-
wagan and Lala, Another explosion
occured in ‘Talayan, agumdmao
No casualties were reported in all
three incidents.

Capt. Clint Antipala, spokesman
of the Philippine Army’s 1st Infan-
1ty Division (1D), said two brigades
were dcsngnated as a task force and
assigned to areas of Lanao del Norte
covered by the BOL. A brigade con-
sists of three battalions or about
1,500 soldiers,

In North Cotabato, the Army's 6th
ID has deployed two battalions or
about 400 soldiers for the plebiscite
in 39 villages of the province,

%

“Eyen if there are no threats being
received for now, we should not be
complacent at all at this time. We
still have to ensure the safety of all
those who will cast their votes,” Maj.
Awin Encinas, 6th 1D spolesman,
told reporters.

The BOL, under Republic Act
11054, is an organic law for the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
that will have wider powers, which
will replace the 29-year-old Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM).

Comelec all set

The Commission on Elections
(Comelec) said on Tuesday it was all
systems go for the second plebiscite.

Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez said the second plebiscite
would only be held in areas that
submitted petitions for voluntary
inclusion in the BARMM.

[n North Cotabato, voters in 67
villages will be asked if they wish
to join the expanded autonomous
region, while voters in the mother
towns where these 67 villages belong
towill be asked if they will allow these
villages to join the new Bangsamoro
autonommous entity.



‘Ihe 67 villages are in seven towns:
Aleosan (4 villages out of 19), Car-
men (7 out of 28), Kabacan (7 of
24), Midsayap (13 of 57), Pigcawayan
{12 of 40) Pikit (23 of 42) and one
in Tulunan, .

The six towns of Balo-i, Mupai,
Nunungan, Pantar, Tagoeloan and
Fangkal in Lanao del Norte wili also
be asked if they wish to join the
Bangsamoio region.

Voters in other Lanao del Norte
towns, except Higan City, will vote on
whether to allow thesix towns to join
the Bangsamoro or not.

The Comelec expects a 70-percent
voler furnout. 'The commission en
bang, sitting as the National Plebiscite

. Boaid of Canvassers (NPBC), hopes

o finish canvassing in four days,
The second plebiscite, Jimenez

said, would be “a little Jess” conten-

tious compared with the first plebi-

sclte Jast Janvary 21, which was pri-

- maily for the ratification of the BOL.

"It's only an inclusion question
whether a certain area wanted to
join {the BARMM | or not,” Jintenez

added. "1t is less emotional and-

more practical.”

Canvassing

A total of eight certificates of !
canvass will be forwarded to the

NPBC for canvassing — onefor the
province of Lanao del Norte and
the rest from seven municipalities

-of North Cotabato, _
In the first plebiscite held on Janu-

ary 21, voters from the ARMM ratified
the BOL by an overwhelming major-
ity even as the “no” votes won in the
province of Sulu.

Inthe ARMM, 1,540,017 voters cast -
ballots for “yes” votes and 198,750

for “no.” :

The NPBC also proclaimed Cota-
bato City to be part of the BARMM,
while Isabela City was procdaimed

not part of the new region aftervoters -

there rejected the BOL,

InCotabato City, 36,682 votess cast
ballots for “yes” and 24,994 for “no.”
In Isabela City, “yes” votes reached
19,032, not éenough to defeat the
24,441 “no” votes, :

f\tU

- Youth OK expansion

Majority of the ybtfili wifl. vote for

the inclusion of six towns in lanao

. del Sur and 67 villages in North
Cotabato to the BARMM in the
L'ebruary 6 plebiscite, according to a
survey conducted by peace advocate
International Alert,

International Alert found- that 71
percent of the youth in Lanao del
Norte were in favor of the BOI, and
would vote for inclusion of the towns

of fangkal, ‘lagoloan, Munai, Pantar; |

Nunungan, and Baloi in the BARMM.
Moreover, 83 percent of the youth !

in the municipalities of Pikit, Kaba-
can, Carmen, Midsayap, Pigkawagan,
and Aleosan In North Cotabato also
opted fot inclusion.

International Alert statistician An-
gelo Casalan said that youth in favor
of the BOI, in Lanao del Norte and
North Cotabato increased from 53
petcent in 2018 to 71 percent and 83
percent in 2019, e attributed this to
increased awareness after campaigns,
from 64 percentin 2018 t0 98 percent
in 2019 in Lanao del Norte, and 86
percentin 2018 to 98 percert in 2019
in North Cotabato:

‘Ihe survey also found that youth
opting for inclusion: in Lanao del
Notte believed that the BOL. needed
lo address terrorisi, rebeliion, cor-
ription, implementation of Sharia
Law and poverly.

International Alext Countiy Man.
ager Nikld de Ia Rosa said the results
of the survey might not be conclusive
because theyouth only accounted for
45 percent of the voting population
for inclusion in the BARMM.

‘The youth composed the majority,
or 57 percent, of voteis in the first
BOL plebiscite in January.

International Alert conducted the
survey among 355 individuals aged 18
to 35 in Tanao del Norte from January
1 to 16, and on 209 wspondents in

North Cotabato from January 24 10 27.
WITH DIVINA NOVA JOY
. DELA CRUZ
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More police deployed
for 2nd BOL plebiscite

COTABATO CITY: The Police Regional
Office 12 (PRO 12). based in
General Santos City under the
command of Regional Director
and Chief Supt, Eliseo Tam Rasco
deployed personnel to safeguard
the second Bangsamoro Organic
‘Law (BOL) plebiscite in North
Cotabato on Wednesday.

The team is composed of 582
persontel from PRO 12 Re-
gional Headquartets, Regional
Mobile torce Battalion, City/
Provincial Mobile. Force Com-
pany and Alert Company.

They have been at their respec-
tive areas of responsibilities since
February 4 and will be recalled on
Febiuary 8. ,

Michael Abas, Commission
on Klections {Comelec) Region
12 director, in his message at
send-off rites for the police team,
thanked PRO 12 for their support
particularly in the peaceful BOL
plebiscite in Cotabato City last
January 21.

Abas said the towns included in
the second plebiscite are Aleosan,
Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pikit,
Pigcawayan and Tulunan, all in
Notth Cotabato province.

*The Cometec is confident that
the plebiscite that will be held
today (Februaty 6) with its affili-
ates from the PNP (Philippine Na-
tional Police) and the AP (Armed
Yorces of the Philippines), will be
safe and successful,” he added.

Daniel Macatlang Jt,, director of
the Directorate for Integrated Po-
lice Operation-Western Mindanao,
also in another message to the
police personnel, shared his per-
sonal experiences about his visit
to blast sites in jolo, Sulu, where
twin explosions last week le(t more
than 20 dead and dozens injured.

He told the personnel to be
carelul in responding to any inci-
dent that may happen and to be
extra vigilant about unusual activi-
ties of people during the plebiscite.

Macatlang appealed to those
who plan to sow violence on
plebiscite day not to carry,out
their evil intentions,

Meanwhile, Rasco commended

~the PRO 12 for its role in the

January 21 BOL plebiscite in
Cotabato City that resulted in
secure, peaceful and orderly
conduct of the plebiscite.
JULMUNIR I, JANNARAL
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LoWer turnout eXpected
1 BOL plebiscite round 2

BY GERARD NAVAL

THE Commission on_Flections
(Comelec) expects less interest
among voters in today’s plebiscite
for the Bangsamoro Organic Law
(BOL) in Lanao del Norte and
North Cotabato. ‘

In a press bricfing, Comelec

“spokesman James Jimenez said

while the poll body is hopeful of
4 success similae to January 21%
85 percent turnout, it won’t be
sutprised if it will see fewer voters

in the second round of the BaOl.
plebiscite,

Jimenez said this is becavse of
the absence of the question on the
ratification of the BOL, unlike in
the Jan. 21 plebiscite. :

“The stakes are a litde differ-
ent. The srakes are ng longer
ratification. It’s just inclusion,” he
exphiined.

Jimenez said the history of elec-
tions in the Mindanao provinces
may stili resultin a 70 percent voter
tutiout, '

“We are, nevertheless, hopeful
that becawse this is a politically ac-
tive arca, we expect we will have g
turnont of at least Leteer than 70
percent,” he said.

Areas that would conduct the
Bangsamnoro plebiscite todday are
the rowns of Baloi, M unai, Nunun-
gan, Panear, Tagoloan, and Tangkal
in Lanao del Norte, _

Also participating in the plebi-
scite are 67 barangays in the mu-

See LOWER > Page I3
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nicipalitics of Aleosan, Carmen,
Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan,
Pikit, and Tulunan in Norcth Co-
tabato,

A total of 639,361 registered
vOrCrs ave sct to cast thewr votes
in 2,129 clustered precinets in

588 voting centers in the covered

areas.

The clections will again be using
the manual system of voting, and
will be held from 7 aun, to 3 pan,

Just like in the first round, the
plehiscite ballots will ask the vot-
ers whether they want their arcas
be included in the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM).

Jimenez said in the case of
Fanao del Noree, all voters in the
province will have a say if the
towns of Balol, Munai, Nunungan,
Pantar, Tagoloan, and Tangkal will
be allowed to join BARMM.

Voters From the said towns will
be asked if they agree 1o have their
own muanicipalities join the newly-
formed region.

As for North Cotabato, all vot-
ers in the municipalities of Aleo-
san, Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap,
Pigkawayan, Pikit, and ‘Tulunan
will have a say if the 67 barangays
secking inclusion will be given
permission to do s,

On the other hand, voters from
the 67 barangays will be asked if
they agree 1o join the BARMML

The Comelec expeets the can-
vassing of votes to be completed
in four days.

The National Piebiscite Board
of Canvassers (NPBOC) is sched-
uled to convene tomorrow 1o await
the transmission of cight certifi-
cates of canvass (COCs),

VIOLIENCE SPILLOVER

Jimenez said oue of the con-
cerns is the possible spillover of

- the violence from the other parts

of Mindanae, particulatly from
Jolo, Sulu and Zamboanga City, to
the plebiscite areas.

He also said Comelee cannot
prevent members of the Moro
[slamic Liberation Front (MILE)
from being present in the plebi-
scike ateas,

“We can’t unduly restrict the
movement of people, who ate
coming to an area for peaceful
putposes,” he said.

“To that point, our voters just
need to trust our authorities 10
have the situation well in hand,”
he added.

In a bid to appease the public,
Jimenez noted that the Philippine
National Police has not increased
the areas of concetn,

“According o the PNP, there
is no increase in the number of
hotspots, Clearly, they are not
expecting any great diseuptions
during the plebiscite, which is a
good thing,” he said.

Military officials said about
4,000 soldiers have heen dedicated
to help sccure today’s plebiscite
in Lasao del Norte and North
Cotabato.

Capt. Clitir Antipala, spokes-

{y

man of the Army’s Ist Infantey
Division, said about 3,000 soldicrs
will be ficlded for the plebiscite in
Lanao del Sur

Auntipala said they do not sce
any “challenges” or “threats” to
the plebiscite “but if in casc there
is, our troops are there for any
eventuality,”

“We'te hopeful its not going
to be violent, we're hopeful that
the plebiscite will be peaceful. We
hope the residents will be given the
chance to cast their vote freely,”
said Antipala,

Gth Infantry Division spokes-
man Maj, Arvin Lncinas said the
security measures that will be
pursued in North Cotabato will
he the refined version of whatwas
implemented during last montly's
plebiscite in Combato City and
Maguindanao.

About a thousand soldicrs have
been tapped to secure the clections,
said Lincinas.

PNP chict Director General
Oscar Albayalde flew to North
Cotabato to check on the PNPs
preparation for the plebiscite,
saidd PNP spokesman Senior Supt.
Bernard Banac,

Banag said Albayalde is going to
visit some of the polling centers
today “to insure that the plebiscite
will run smoothly, and safely”

He said regional divectors in
nearby areas “have been directed
to provide steong border controls
and checkpoints to ensure that
no spoilers from other arcas will
disrupt the plebiscite.” — With
Victor Reyes
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Bam Aguino
seeks ample
budget for

Bangsamoro

SEN. Paolo Benigno “Bam” Aquino dth on
Tuesday appealed to lawmakers to ensure
that there would be ample funds in the
proposed P3.7-trillion national budget
to implement the Bangsamoro Organic
Law (BOL).

The senator reminded the government
of its promise to bring peace and order in
Mindanao through BOL, which created
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

_ Muslim Mindanao. .~

The Senate version of the 2019 budget
allotted around P30 billion additional
budget for the BOL.

“Dapat tiyakin na sapat at hindi ku-
lang ang suporta para sa BOL (Enough
support for BOL must be ensured),”
said Aquino, co-author and co-sponsor
of the BOL.

The senator is hopeful that the bicam-
eral conference committee will finish
crafting the proposed 2019 General Ap-
propriations Bill on Wednesday, February
6, so that the Senate and the House of
Representatives will be able to ratify the
budget measure on the same day.

Republic Act 11054 or BOL mandates
that the appropriation for the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM)
shall be transferred to the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority.

The ARMM was allotted P31.1 billion for
2019, but this amount will not be enough
because officials said the transition to BOL
would need around P59 billion.

" Ang tagal na nitong pinangarap at ini-
Jaban ng mga kapatid nating Moro (Our
Moro bothers and sisters dreamed of and
fought for this for so long,” Aquino said.

“ Dapat hindi mabinbin ang transition
dahil sa kakulangan ng budget (The tran-
sition process must not be delayed due
10 lack of budget),” he added. ﬁ'))

BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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By Francisco Tuyay and Vito Barcelo .
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"1 XPLOSIVES ona motorcycle went of f near a

4 fags . . r . g .
' military checkpoint in Maguindanao on Sunday, just
'/ one day ahead of the final round of a plebiscite to

ratify the Bangsamoro Organic Law in Mindanao.

]

Nobody was hurt as the driver of the
motoreycle, seeing the checkpoint, turned
around and parked the vehicle on the
side of the road, said Maj. Arwvin Incinas,
spokesman for the Army’s 6th Infantry
Division.

The bomb went off about 100 to 200
melers from the checkpoint in Barangay
Tambunan, Talayan town, at noon Sun-
day.

Asimilar explosion was set oft'in Cota-
bato City in the early houts of Jan. 21, the

Y

first round of the plebiscite.

The blast came as some 3,000 troops
were deployed in vatious parts of Lanao
del Norte and North Cotabato provinces
for the Feb. 6 plebiscite.

The voting will cover six towns
of Lanao del Norte-—Baloi, Munai,
Nunungan, Pantar, Tagoloan and Tang-
kal, along with 67 barangays in North
Cotabato and seven towns of Aleosan,
Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigk-
awayan, Pikit and Tulunan.  Next page



Bombings...

From Al

Capt, Clint Antipala, Spokesman of the
1st Infantry Division, said they have not
detected any potential threats, but said they
were prepated for any eventuality.

A week ahead of today’s plebiscite, gov-
ernmient forces heightened sceurity meas-
ures in scnsitive arcas where the polling

would take place; as well as in the adjacent -

provinces,

Acting of the presence of 10 fully armed
men, police from Lambayong municipal
station and troops from the 2nd Mecha-
nized Infantry Battalion swooped down on
Barangay Zeneben, Lambayong and seized
a locally made M79 grenade launcher, a
homemade 12-gauge shotgun and various
ammunition from Bai Mashia Sangkai and
Amando Bbad, who werc arrested.

Hours later, anthorities raided a gamn-
bling site in the same village and confis-
cated 36 undocumented motorcycles.

- Major Gen. Cirilitc Sobcjana, com-
mander of the 6th Infantry Division, sai
the operations stemmed from the coni-
plaints of residents.

The Commission on Elections said the
plebiscite for the inclusion of six munici-
palities of Lanao def Sur and North Co-
tabato in the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao would push
through ‘Tuesday, despite recent bomb at-
tacks in Jolo, Sulu and Zamboanga.

Interior and Local Government Secre-
tary Eduardo Afto said the authorities were
still irying to identify the two Indonesian
suicide bombers in the church attack that
killed 22 people in Jolo, Sulu. -

“We are expecting a 70 percent voter
turnout for the second round of the plebi-
scite for the inclusion of additional arcas
under the new Bangsamoro Autoromous
Region,” said Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez.

The plcbiscite will determine the areas
in Lanao del Norte and North Cotabato

that will join the Bangsamoro Autono-
meous Region.

Jimenez said they hoped to duplicate the
success of the Jan, 21 vote, and expected
result of the voting in four days.

The first round of the plebiscite covered
the existing areas of Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao for the ratification of
BOL question and Cotabato Cily and Isab-
ela City in Basilan, asking voters there if
they wished to be under the jurisdiction of
the hew region: ™~ - oo i e T

The “yes” vote for the ratification won
with over 1.5 million votes as against
around 198,000 “no” votes. _

As of November 2018, there are 352,494
registered voters in Lanao del Norte and
286,867 in North Colabato, the Comelec
said.

Last month, the National Plebiscite
Board of Canvassers ratified the BOL cre-
ating the BARMM, replacing the ARMM
after the “yes" votes prevailcd in most ar-
eas covered by the first round.

Isabela City voled against its inclusion
in the BARMM, however.

The peace advocate [nternational Alert,
a non-government organization, said its
own surveys showed that most of the youth
want the six Lanao del Norte towns and 67
North Cotabato barangays to be included
in the BARMM.

Nikki de Ia Rosa, country manager of
International Alert, said based on their lat-
est survey, 71 percent of the youth in La-
nao del Norte are in favor of the BOL and
would vote for the inclusion of the munici-
palities of Tangkal, Tagaloan, Munai, Pan-
tar, Nunungan and Baloi in the BARMM,

At Icast 83 percent of the youth from the
towns of Pikit, Kabacan, Carmen, Mid-
sayap, Pigkawayan and Aleosan in North
Cotabato back the inclusion of 67 baran-
gays, she added,

The International Alert’s survey was

- conducted among youlh aged 18 to 35 in

Ianao del Norte from Jan, 11 to Jan. 16 and
in North Cotabato from Jan. 24 to Jan. 27.
With ®lo N, Arajaand PNA
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Maguindanao solon goes to Saudi on 2-day

investment mission

COTABATO City and First District
of Maguindanao Rep. Bai Sandra
Sema, one of the main proponents of
the recently passed Bangsamoro Or-
ganic Law, was part of a Philippine
delegation that went to Saudi Arabia
where they were able to gel invesi-
ment piedges for Cotabato City and
other Bangsamoro provinces from

Muslim Mindanao.

“Now that the Bangsamoro Organ-
ic Law has been passed it is time to
work for the economic prosperity of
the newly created BARMM,” Rep.
Sema said.

*“This investment mission was done
as the next important step to ensure that
new investments will come in for Co-

\_( ,~},

Arabia businessmen,

The delegation, composed of Fili-
pino government officials and busi-
nessmen headed by House Speaker
Gioria Macapagal Arroyo, went to
Saudi Arabin to present investment
possibilities for Middle Lastern
businessmen in the newly created
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

tabato City and the rest of the unified
BARMM and realize the promise of the
BOL,” she added, 3

The delegation was received by the
Majlis Ash Shura, the Consultative
Assembly and advisory council of lhc
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, led by ils
Prestddent, Dr. Abdullab Bin Mohan-
med Bin thrahim Al Sheik.
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By Ehmer y, Manuei _

Tollowing the spate of bombings that roekoq Jolo
and Zamboanga recontly, security will je the majn
toncern when the second vound of the Plebiscite for the
Bangsamoyq Ovganie Law (BOL) is heig today for the
inclusion of additional areas in the new Bangsamoyg

sAutonomeys Hegion,

Comelee spokesman Jamog Jimeney gaiqg in at pregg
briefing while he expects that the second roungd of
obhe plebiscite will go Stoothly, concerng with security

will also ha the numbey one priority of the agenay,

Jimenez wag referring to the plebigeite which wil

afover the gix Municipalitios of Lanao del Noytg .. Baloi,
Munai, Nunungzm, Pantay, Tagaloan ang Tangkall - 45
«welliag 39 baraugays of North Cotabaig located in the
Hunicipalities of Aleosan, Carmen, Cabacan, M!'dsayap,
Pigkawayan ang Pikit. o

wi
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Only the Commumsts

are opposed

to ROTC revwal

By GETSY TIGLAO .

"M glad that the bill reviving the
£l Reserve Officors Training Corps
(ROT(,) is making headway at the

L., House of Representalives, with the

thin d and final reading scheduled fot this

week before Congress goes on recess for
the elcctions,

With the passage of the ROTC hill
imminent in Congress, it is now up to the
Senate to decide whether they want to
promole nationatism by supporting this
bill, orif they want to support the Reds by
rejecling the ROWC bill,

Because let’s be blunt, if is only the :

Commuists and their left-wing allies

who are opposed (o any type of faw that.

will help promote love of country among
ihe youth,

It is a fact that many young Filipinos
have become rudderless amid the contin-
uous eampaign by the yellow opposition
todiscredit Philippine institutions in favor
of the Western globalist impositions,

Whereas before, doing well in one's

profossion was seen as a worthy goal to

help serve the country, now the aimless
youth have {o find their way through a
consumerislic, materialistic, and coleb-
rity-obsessed sociely,

Instead of helping the nation, the
goal of many youth nowadays is leave for
abroad and change citizenship.

It doesi't help, too, that our long-
cherished ideas of a strong republic and
a good working government are heing
constantly attacked by the Cominunist
Parly, whose goal, it must be said over

Y4

and over again, is to gain power through
violent means,

The Communists are also covertly
working to destroy government tlirough
their agents in the Red-allied party-list
groups and other leftist organizations,

It is time for media people to real-
ize that these organizations should not
be aided in their propaganda require-
ments since they are out to overthrow

“a democratically elected government

that is over wheimingly supported by the
people.

Consolidated House Bill (HB) No,
8961 proposes lo establish a two-ycar
basic ROTC pr ogran fot all students in
Grades 11 and 12 i all public and pnvate

. schools, It willform partof the senior hlgh

school curriculum and wilthe a quuu -
ment for graduation.

"Thebilt also pmwdcsthateducanonal
institutions that fail to implement the
ROTC program shall be subject to dis-
ciplinary and administrative sanclions
from the Department of Exducation and
the Commission on Higher Education.

It also states that any student who

~fails 1o take the basic ROTC shall un-

dergo a compuiso:y mlhtaly training as
provided forin Section 14 of Republic Act

. 7677, There willbe provisions for exermp-

tions, such as those who are physically or

- psychologically unfit,

We would like to commend Deputy
Speaker and Batangas Rep. Raneo Abu
forhis articulation of the ROTC bill, which
was mainly based on his own HB 5113, He
cited Speaker Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
for her stewardship of the consolidated




hill after it was classified asurgenthy Presi-’

dent Duterte. _
Already, we are hearing the critics of
the ROTC revival saying that this will only
militarize the schools, That's the usual
line of Communists, They are afraid that if
* young [lipines become nationalistic, they
wilthave no one left to recruit to add to their
dwindling numbers, S
Notonly thaf, the Communists and their

- leftist atlies are so afraid of the ROTC pro-

gram because this wiil boost the country’s
reserve military strength. Years ago, hefore

it was weakened, the ROTC was even a -

source of officers for the military for those
uirdertaking its advanced programs,

. The deluded ambition of the Communist
Party-New People's Army is to topple cur
democracy through their “armed siruggle.”
Witha strong militay force the menace that
is the CPP-NPA can finally e wiped out.

How will an ROTC bill develop na-

lionalism? Take a look at all countrieg

that are strong and progressive, butare
also renowned for having a compuisory
mililary training for their youth,
. A basic military training will help
develop among the youth discipline,
preparedness, loyally, integrity, patiio-
tism, and other moral values that are
essential if we want the Philippines to
become a strong nation, _

The effects on a youth’s conseioys-

+ hessofthis kind oflearning are deep and

profound. They will realize that they ave
partofanation, that they and their fami-
lics belong to this beautiful land, which
has to be defended by its citizens.

Now you can se¢ why the Com-
munists hate the ROTC bill. Because
the Reds recruit the youth and teach
them the opposite - to kil soldiers, po-

/(U

licemen, politicians, and other civilians
in order to further their “cause” - the
estahlishinent of a Communist system
in tho country. :

Senators and other politicians who
will oppose the ROTC bill will show
their Lrue political colors. They should
tread cavefully for election time is near
The voting public is not as naive as in
the 19808 and the Reds have been ex-
posed for what they teuly are, nothing
more than power-hungry terrorists and
criminals, 9

(For further reading on this sub-
Ject matter; please refer to ny previ-
ols cofumns, hitpsy/news.mb.com,
2h2018/11/28/revival-of-rote-will-
be-geod-for-the-philippines/ and
https:/fucws.mb.com.ph/2018/03/23/ -
to-develop-nationalism-require-mili-
tary-service)




Part2

AST weel(s column stired a hor-

. alet’s nest of stinging comments
from my ftiends from bath sides of
the aisle - the Yellow horde and the
DDS. The former regards this con-
spiracy as a verilable manifestation
of the dying throes of a strongman
feigning to be a strong leader of a
weak state. Or as | gather from vari-
ous blogs kn social media *...a feader
who equates the use of political will
with that of a totalitarian wielding
political bully power. * A culmination
of the two yeats of policy bumbling,
merely coping with the challenges
of the presidency and outright mis-
governance lathered with copious
amounts of misogynic staternents and
attacks against the Catholic Church.
This is a hash judgrnent of DUS30's
regime, but not entitely unexpected as
the PNoy administration’s skeletons
in the closet are now being exposed:
the irregular Disbursement Accel-
eration Program (DAP) controversy,
Dengyaxia deaths due to comruption,
pork barcel scam {Napoles}and ahost
of anomalies, making PNoy and his

minions vulnerable to possible jail

terms — as his predecessors GMA and
Erap went through. We Filipinos have

the propensity to jail our presidents; -

or-in 4 more depraved way, the in-
coming regime, if in opposition, will

exact its pound. of flesh. Thus, what

GMA did to Erap, and what PNoy
did td GMA’ andlwhal; DUI30 will do
to PNoy ~~ ate by far the trend. if the
opposition wins after DU30, then he
- may also see the otherside ofajail cell.
" But there were posilive remarks
too on my conspitacy atticle. In
fact, certain permutations to the
conspiracy theoty were added, sug-
gesting a wide traction that seem to
make the scenarios more believable.
For inslance, sore profiered the idea

U Fobiuary 2008
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Consplracy theory
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that all these were tolerated upon
his sufferance and mostly emanated
feorn the mind of the political strate-
gist — the Deegong himself — who
may have foreseen and even planned
this a long time ago. In stnmary,
this is a foreplay to the long-awaited
revolutionary government (revgov)
that has particilarly resonated with
his true believers. Accordingly, the
Deegong is wise enough to lull the
Yellows into a state of confidence,
lethargy even. And he will pounce at
the tirne of his choosing.

To fortify the DU30%s authorship
of the conspiracy theory, they volun-
teered theinformation that long before
his ally GMA was installed as speaker
in the House of Representatives, the
bueaucracy was being reconfigured

with retired military men, seconded

info the President'scoterie, cocupying
key positions -*...59 retired military
generals, police directors, admirals
and colonels (wereto date} appoimed

to the Cabinet and other agencies,

including government-owned cor-
porations. Many of them are either
from Mindanao or wete assigned to
Davao Gity whete Mr. Duterle served
as mayor for 22 years.,.” (Inquirer,
net, fe Zamora, Philip Tubeza). But
more importantly, key officials, from
the AFP chief of staff to area com-
manders, police generals and regional
directors, which matter the most-in a
junta-led government, were personally
hand-picked by DU30, tle learned
well from his lamented predecessor,
President Marcos; whoin he plofessed _

- o admire greatly. _
Which brings the conspiracy theory'

to the part played by the Marcoses. The

family has staged acomebackwith the
help of DU30 but at the same time
their impact has been greatly moder-
ated; thus, they must remain the tiege
lords of the north in obeisance to the
BU30 and the Duterfe that may come
afterthe Deegong, Sarah. With theSan-

diganbayan's decision finding the ma-.

triacch [melda guilty on seven counts,
and the pending P200-billion forfei-
ture casehanging like Damocles'sword
over them, the Marcoses understand
where power Hes, For all intents and
purposes, only the Marcosnameanda
whiffofthe legend lingers. Bongbongs
maove against Leni Is golng nowhiere
and even if he wins the protest, it will
cometoolate. Andthe mostcapableof
the Marcoses after Ferdinand himself,
Imee, may just wither in the vine in
the Senate — if she makes it. And the
brains, the political centurions and
structures that were once formidable
adjuncts to the family — Danding
Cojuangco, Estelito Mendoza, Lucio
Tan, Enitle and their ilk-- may now
be in an advanced state of dementia.

* And their Noith is a0 longer solid as

there are now mote claimants. There
is no longer a "king of the north,” to
paraphiase “The Game of Thrones.”
Thus, the conspiracy theory with the
suspected provenance of the Deegong
has more credence, But how will this
blow in the international scene? Not
much, really.

Our closest ally America, while
awaiting the impeachment of a
clueless President who is likewise ac-
cused of being a stooge ot spy of the
Russians, is really of ho consequence

“to the realifi¢s of the Philippines.
. We symboalically cut our umbilical
“cord with mother America when

the Deegong did his song and dance

“number on his pivotto China;but our

direct emotional ties with 2 million
Filipinos in America are a perrmanent
unbreakable bond. And oursubstiiu-

g

T

tion for China's embrace is proving to
be awkwardly uncomfortable with
the Chinese territorial claims and
encroachment into our sovereiginty
unchecked, and with the Deegong
postponing confrontation with the
inevitable to the next regime, -

Sharnelessly we have telegraphed:
to out neighbors in Asia and 1o the,
world that despite our moral victory
at the UN arbitral court, China can
do whatever it wants. It will spread
morsels and scraps our way and we
will take themn — under the guise of
the Build, Build, Build' program. And
we will be thankful, We ate in effect
already a province of China. So, the
conspiracy theoty, either way, does
not matter to them.

And where will be the adherents
of real reform? The believers in
a federal-parliamentary govern--
ment and the liberalization of our
economy through constitutional
revisions? We've been had!

And we are again faced with an
efection where the name brands, the
political dynasts and the discred-
ited politicians freed from their jail
terms may again win, And they will
once more ride herd over this coun-
try and continue sucking the mar-
rows of our countrymen ~ because
the stupld voters will put them in
power. And we will celebrate this as
the trivraph of democracy. r‘;

Perhaps the conspiracy theoty is
just a theory. Perhaps it is a product
of the minds of desperate Filipinos
who have been waiting for the pag-
bahago to happen. Perhaps it is a
longing for freedom-loving, honest
and handworking constituents like
many of us to repair to a reverie
where we are momentarily made
safe. Perhaps, this s just a projection
of our fears and hopes. Or perhaps,
this is in fact true, ongoing and may
soon erupt. Perhaps...!
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What if DU30
s sicker than
his politics?

ggmm- Chy
£ DENT
Rodrigo
Duterte's
state of
health has _‘j
been a :
matter of routine concern for Lilipinos
since he came info office in July 2016,
butit tooka tun for the worst last week

when rumors spread online that he had,
in fact, died. ¥ YatadAS

This gave Malacaiiang a chance to
quote Mark Twain and say “rumors

of his death were grossly exagger-

- ated": on Monday, one newspaper
front page showed him having
breakfast and reading a newspaper
with his live-in partner Honeylet
Avancenia; on Tuesday, his spokes-
man Salvador Panelo babbled
about his “robust health.” A slight
fever last Friday had prevented him
from attending a scheduled peace
and order summit in Leyte, said
Panelo, otherwise he was in the
very pink of health.

We have nothing as reliable as
a medical bulletin to tell us about
DU30’s actual health condition.
Usually reliable Palace sources
said he was not in Malacanang
from Friday to Sunday; on the
other hand, our Davao sources,
who have access to DU30's inner
circle, said he was not in Davao
either. His last public appear-
ance was when he visited Jolo to
condole with the families of the
victims of the January 26 twin
bombings of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Cathedral; reports said he
had a dizzy spell after that visit,
while clasping his breast with his
right hand. He finally reappeared
on Monday in Davao.

Asking for prayers

DU30 was reported to have asked
for prayers. He had not done this
before; he had on the other hand
attacked the Church with profani-
ties and invectives, and ridiculed
Catholics for their hopeless church-
going. Some of my friends quickly
responded with genuine charity
without suspecting DU30 might
just be playing with them, They
were happy to learn he had not suc-
cumbed to any fatal iliness,

The most skeptical, however,
wondered whether it’s not a DU30
“clone” or “double” that's been
photographed for the consumption
of the Filipino public, especially
after the Philippine Staron Tuesday
carried on its front page a picture of
a DU30 look-alike, together with
a Kim Jong Un look-alike, feast-
ing on fried chicken at a Jollibee
outlet in Hong Kong. The North
Korean strongman’s impersonator
was identified as Howard, while
DU30's impersonator was identified
as "Cresencio Extreme,”

But while DU30's physical health
seems 1o be holding out, not every-
thing about his government is well,
His handling of the twin bombings
inJolo and the bombing of the Zam-

boanga mosque is all shot; you have
to suspend all disbelief to believe

what DU30 and the Philippine Na- -

tional Police (PNP) are saying about
the so-called “suicide bombing.” An
unidentified Indonesian husband and
wife were supposed to have been the
suicide bombers; this means they car-
ried the bombs that killed 20 others
and wounded overa hundred, mostly
churchgoers, and were probably
blown to bits, beyond recognition.

DU30’s clairvoyance

How in Heaven's name were the
police able to identify them as In-
donesians, after their bodies were
pulverized, and without any po-
liceman or witness having spoken
to them when they were still alive,
before the fatal explosions? And
how was DU30 able to identify the
“suicide bombers” even before the
PNP began their half-baked investi-
gation? This seems (o suggest some
amount of clairvoyance,

In my previous column, [ men-
tioned that one full week after the
bombings, the PNP crime laboratory
had not been able to come out with
a crime report, because they could
not decide what explosive material
was used by the “suicide bombers.”

e
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‘They also apparently had difficulty
gathering DNA samples after the
“crime scene” was prematurely and
ill-advisedily washed of the blood
and body parts of the victims, At
this writing, the situation reportedly
remains unchanged. There is stilt no
csime lab repot,

Indonesians at Crame

On Moncday, PNP Chief Oscar Al-
bayalde announced that five Abu
Sayyaf members had surrendered
to the police in connection with the
cathedral bombing. But there has
been no explanation of the delayed
crime lab teport, Nor has there been
any intelligent follow-up on the al-
leged Indonesian suicide bombers,
On Monday, 2 group of Indonesian
governiment men, obviously intel-
ligence personnel, were huddled
at Camp Crame with PNP officers.
‘They stayed there for hours, Their
presence, however, was not men-
tioned in Albayalde's press briefing
that afternoon. s
Why were they there in the first
place? Highly informed PNP sourc-
eswere inclined to believe the Indo-
nesians were invited by Albayalde
to fend a hand to DU30 and the
PNP in selling the stoiy to the pub-

lic about the “Indonesian suicide
bombers.” But Albayalde’s people

.apparently failed to convince the
Indonesians to support their pro-

posed script, so there was'no men-
tion of the Indonesians coming to
Camp Crame that afternoon,

Thissuspicion may or may not be
correct. If correct, DU30 will have to

exert great effort to make sure Jakarta

does not question his claim, without

-any concrete proof, that two Indone-

sian “suicide bombers” carvied out
the Jolo bombings, '

The p.rospect from Jakarta

More than this, DU30 will have to
make sure Indonesia, the biggest
Mustim country in the wotld, does
not protest DU30’s deafening si-
lence and inaction on the bombing
of the Zamboanga mosque, which
killed two islamic missionaries and
wounded five others, one day after
the Sulu cathedral was bombed.
Frustrated by DU30's insouciance,

* inuttercontrastto hisballisticreaction

tothe Jolo bombings, some moderate
Filipino Muslims are asking that the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(O1C), the 57-nation “collective voice
of the Muslim world,” demand an
explanation for DU30's lukewarm re-

sponse. They seem inclined to believe
that the Zamboanga attack could have
been the workofthe old Davao Death
Squad, whose crimes were exposed
in the 2017 Senate hearings by two
self-confessed DDS members, Fdgar
Matobato and Arturo Lascafias. An
OlIC interventlon could seriously dis-
rupt DU30's last three years in office,

"This would be regretiable enough.
But what if; despite the Malacaiang
quackdoctor’s professional diagnosts,
DU30's medical condition proves to
be no better than that of his politics?
DU30's reported call for a command
conference of the military and the
police, soon, can only be intended to
examine his prospects,

*kE

Even before the official campaign
period for the May 13 elections
could begin, former presidential
spokesman and senatorial candi-
date Harry Roque Jr. withdrew from
the race for reasons of health. For
those who never considered Harry
aworthy pick, this was a signal ser-
vice to the voters. Many are hoping
mostof the 62 remaining senatorial
candidates could follow Harry's
lead and relieve them of the burden
of rejecting the unfit.

fstatad@gmail.com
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. AS WE greet the Filipino Chinese com-

muntily and the Chinese people world-
wide Kung Hei Fat Choi, it is our hope
that they will continue to contribute to
the peace and betterment of the world,
Now that China has surpassed all ex-
pectations becoming the sccond biggest
economy inthe world and lifting aimost
50 percent of its 1.3-billion population
from the clutches of poverty in just over
three decades, it behooves the Chinese
leadership and its people to contribute
their own share in lifting siruggling
peoples and nations the world over
abiding, as they have always sworn, by
the five principles of good neighbotli-
ness foremost being non-intervention in
the internal affairs of nations.

Having said as much, I will have to
laud Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na for joining Foreign Affairs Secretary
TeddyBoy Locsin in protesting the re-
potted setting up of a " maritime rescue
center" by China in the disputed islands it
is occupying in the West Philippine Sea.
That "rescue center" may benefit fisher-
men and even ships passing throngh that
busy passage, as presidential spokesman
and Legal Counsel Sal Panelo advised
shortly after the news went out, That is
well and good. But the same should be
built on any island officially recognized
as China's territory. Not on any of the
disputed arcas.

Building the same in any of the dis-

Protest

puted "rocks" (as the UNCLOS Tribunal
described the disputed protrusions in the
sea) at this time can only invite protest
from the other claimants in the area. An-
dbesides, it is a clear affront on a friend-
ly country like the Philippines which has
been bending over backward just so'the
Chinese moves in the West Philippine
Sea can be accommodated. That diplo-
matic protest should issue tomorrow at
the [atest. We should not wait any minute
longer to show our displeasure over this
unwelcome move no matter how fcvcx-
ish Panelo's defense is.

“ Let’s move and move
CIUI'C/{/)A .i

For if truth be told, the build up in
those areas (Fiery Cross reef, Johnson
reet, Cameron reef and other features in
the area) remains in serious dispute no
matter that China has already reclaimed
and expanded these "rocks" in its at-
temipt to transform these into “islands
under accupation" and which it can then
claim sovereigaty after. So, we should
not be a party to furthering their claims
and transforming these arcas officially
into islands under China's sovereign
coutrol.” We shouid not do that a( all,

And sciting up a "maritime rescue
center” without as much as a bye to the

Al
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'Philippiucs; the protestee in the UN-

CLOS Tribunal, and the UNitself is al-
ready another step toward such a trans-
formation, The decision of the Tribunel
is very clear, these "rocks"cannot be
claimed as “islands"and therefore not
entitled to having "exclusive economic
zone" and even continental shelf,

For example, in (he case of Kagitin-
gan Reef (Fiery Cross Reef), the Tribu-
nal coneluded: " Fiery Cross in its natu-
ral condition was encumbered by a rock

-that remained exposed at high tide and

accordingly a high tide feature." Hav-
ing a high tide feature one has some of
the ltegal entitlements of an island such
as generating a "territorial sea” but is
far from being an island. By interna-
tional convention, an-isfand is a high

_tide feature which can sustain habitation

and economic life of its own, An island
can then claim an exclusive economic
zong and a continental shelf—features
which as we have mentioned earlier we

.should prevent from happening at all by

any means, As such, we should as we
have always pmtested China's effort to
"build, build, build" in the West Phahp- i
pine Sea as it can transform “rocks"into
islands in no time at ail. How to go about
the protest and how feverish should such
be is something which President Duterte
and his Cabinet should determine.
For now, we can only contend our-

selves with diplomatic protests and

similat initiatives in other fora know-
ing fully well as President Duterte has
so often advised we cannot go to war or
engage in any ofher aggressive behavior
which we will only regret later. M

But protest? Let's move and move
quickly.
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Pilipinas » RAgiging
santuwaryo ng mga
dayuhang lerorista

NG Pilipinas ang nagiging takbuhan p mga da-

yuhang terorista kapag itinataboy sila sfn sa%:l:::;;
bansa, At dahil maluwag ang pintuan ng Pilipinas
malayang nakakapasok ang mgy ferovistang itof
Mal.uw:lg ang border, Relaks ang mga naghabantay
Sa mrport at seaport kaya walang anumang nakaka.
pasok ang mga dayuhang manamatay-tao, Ayon s
report, guwgm'f_'a T1g santiwaryo ng niga lerorista ang
Jolo, Ayon sy military, dito nakikita ang mga dayuhan
na kasama 2 Inga Abu Sayyaf,

Kaya positibo ang sinali ng DILG na ang nag.
sagawa ng Dantbobomba sa Joly Catliedral ay mga
Indonesians, Dalawampu't ta¢lg ang namatay sy nig-
kasunod ng pambobomba sa Jolo Cathedral noong
nakaraang h_nggo at dalawa naman s, Zmnbumlga
kung saan, hinagisan g granada ang isang mosque,

Ayon Pa sa DILG, mag-asawang Indonesiay ang

————— T B
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hagsagawa ng pamhobomba sa cathedral, Ganito tin
ang nnang pinahayag ni Presidont Duterte, Anghindi
malinaw ay kung siicide hombers ang mag-asawa,
Iha’t iba ang lumalabas na report, May nagsasabing
nng babae ang nagdwan g bomba sa upuan sa lool
g simbahan at saka sila Tumabas, Sumabog umane
ang homba makaraang makalahas ang mag-asawa,
May nagsasabi naman na pinasabog ng mag-asawa
ang savili, ‘Tinvrwan umano g AbuSayyaf ang mnag-
asawang Indonesian kung paano makakapasek sy
simthahan at maisagawa ang pambebomba.

Nangyarina ang malagim na pambobomba at ang
malaking katanungan ngayon ay kung paano maly-
wag na nakakapasok sa bansa an B mga teroristang ito,
Kung mga Indonesian nga #Ng nagsagawa ng pam-
bobomba, paane sila nakapasok dito at nakahalubilo
ng mga Pinay, Viyak na nagkaroon ng kaluwaganang
mga awtoridad, :

Ayon pa sa report, may ga dayuhan na nakitong
nakikipaglahan sa mga sundalo, Pinamumunnan
umane ng Abu Sayyaf Ieader na si Hatib Hajan Sa-
wadjaan ang mga dayuhan, ayon sa military, Hindi
Iaman nabatid kung ilang dayuhan ang kasama ni
Sawadjaan, Si Sawadjasn ang jtinutarong utgk sa
Jolo bombing, :%

Nakalulusot nang walang hirap ang mga daywhang
terorista at nagsasagawa ng pagpatay. Narvarapat
maghigpit ang awtoridad, Bantayan ang sea horderat
maaaring sa backdoor demadaan aiig mga terorista.
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Authorities verify identity of Indonesian couple in Jolo

blast
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan February 5, 2019, 2:19 pm

MANILA -- Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Secretary Eduardo
Ario on Tuesday said authorities are still in the process of verifying identities of the suicide
bombers who carried out the twin bombings in a church in Jolo, Sulu.

"Bombers are Indonesian couple (hushand and wife). Identification is on the process but
may take time. The Indonesian government is willing to assist. It is officially confirmed that
it's a case of suicide bombing," Afio said in a message to reporters.

It was Afio who first revealed that the suicide bombers in the twin blast at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel are Indonesians, based on his intelligence sources.

The DILG Secretary said the confirmation is based on post-blast and forensic investigation
as well as the testimonies of survivors.

Afio also said that Jolo twin blasts perpetrated by suicide bombers is one of the ways
foreign terrorists are educating Filipino Muslim terrorists on how to cause chaos in the

country.

"That is what they are trying to do. By showing and doing these suicide bombings, they are
expecting Filipino Muslim terrorists would follow soon. They underestimate the influence of
Filipino culture to our Muslim brothers," he told reporters.

There has been no record of any suicide bombing in the Philippines committed by a Filipino
terrorist as it was deemed too violent by security officials and experts.

Philippine National Police (PNP) chief, Director General Oscar Albayalde said that they
would further validate the information by conducting a DNA test on two unclaimed pairs of

feet.

"It will be part of our DNA testing. We will subject everyone who died in DNA testing even if

it is a long process," Albayalde said.
He said they are already coordinating with their Indonesian counterparts in identifying the

couple.

The woman reportedly was the one who detonated the first improvised explosive device
(IED) inside the church then the man detonated the second IED at the church entrance
seconds later.

Albayalde said the investigation on the church bombing is still far from over as "there are
more pieces of evidence that need to be carefully examined to test its consistency with
other facts and circumstances surrounding the incident.” (PNA)
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Metrobank, AFP distribute 'food packs’ to indigents

By Priam Nepomuceno February 5, 2019, 2:04 pm

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), together with Metrobank, through
the GT Foundation, Inc. (GTFi) and the Metrobank Foundation, Inc. (MBFI), distributed
food packs to 10,000 poor families in celebration of the Chinese New Year.

Each food pack was worth PHP 1,000, military public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato
said in a message Tuesday.

Since 2011, the Metrobank Group, with their late chairman Dr. George SK Ty, through
GTFI and MBFI, have been giving these "Bags of Blessings" to the underprivileged families
in the country as a way of carrying out their tradition of sharing.

Since 2015, the AFP has been one with the GTFI on this tradition of sharing by giving gifts
to the families.

Aside from being the partner of MBFI and GTFI in the “Bags of Blessings” program, the
AFP also provides security and manpower before, during, and after the distribution of gift

packs to the recipien{-families.

This shows the commitment and cooperation of the AFP with the private sector in nation-
building and peace development, Detoyato said.

“| express my appreciation and gratitude to GT Foundation, Inc. and Metrobank
Foundation, Inc. for being our partners in the private sector in nation-building and peace
development. Our partnership with the different sectors of our society, such as the business
sector and the Filipino-Chinese community, is very helpful in creating a better future for our
children,” AFP Chief-of-Staff Gen. Benjamin Madrigal Jr. said.

The City of Manila receives the most number of food packs with 600 recipient-families,
while Quezon City and Marikina City have 500 recipient-families each.

The Joint Task Force National Capital Region assisted the foundation in giving the food
packs.

In Luzon, the Northern Luzon Command joined the MBFI in giving the food packs to the
provinces of Pampanga, Pangasinan, Bulacan, llocos Sur, and Cagayan.

Meanwhile, the Southern Luzon Command assisted in giving the food packs to the
provinces of Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, and Naga, while the Western Command assisted in

the province of Palawan.

The Central Command assisted Metrobank in giving the gift packs to the provinces of
Cebu, Bohol, Negros Occidental, Eastern Samar, and lloilo. The Eastern Mindanao
Command and the Western Mindanao Command distributed the gift packs to the provinces
of Davao, Surigao del Sur, and Zamboanga.

The AFP said it is one with the Filipino-Chinese community in celebrating the Chinese New
Year by sharing happiness and prosperity to every member of the society, including the

less fortunate and the underprivileged. (PNA)
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PH not surrendering any part of its territory: DND chief
By Priam Nepomuceno february 5, 2019, 2:02 pm
Share

MANILA -- While it continues to maintain warm ties with China, the Philippines is not
surrendering or compromising any part of its territory.

“While we recognize China as a bilateral partner for joint ventures and other endeavors, it is
worth emphasizing that our territorial sovereignty and integrity, maritime entitlements and
rights should not be compromised. We are not compromising them; we are not giving them
away,” Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said during Monday's forum at the National
Defense College of the Philippines dubbed, "The National Security Outlook for the

Philippines in 2019".

“The Philippines continues to view the arbitral tribunal ruling as valid and legitimate. We
have not, and we will never surrender any part of our territory,” he added.

The DND chief also cited the competing territorial and maritime claims in the South China
Sea as the most critical external security challenge for the country.

Lorenzana also shared that the government has already reiterated its call on China and
other claimant countries to finalize and adopt a valid, binding and mutually acceptable code

of conduct in the South China Sea.

He also maintained that the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} maintains its presence
within the exclusive economic zone (EEZ), and with its limited resources, does its best to

safeguard the farthest ends of the country’s territory.

“Since it is imperative to secure the national territory, sovereignty and sovereign rights of
our country’s maritime claims and entitlements, to include the West Philippine Sea and the
Philippine Rise, the AFP is steadfast in performing this constitutional duty,” the DND chief

emphasized.

In the same forum, Lorenzana also reiterated the need to review Manila's Mutual Defense
Treaty (MDT) with Washington.

“Given this challenge with China, everyone must be asking why we initiated the call to
review the MDT with the United States, our only treaty ally. We believe it is time to sit down
with our US counterparts and revisit the terms of our alliance,” he stressed.

While the Philippines has always valued its partnership and in its deep historical ties with
the US, Lorenzana noted that the two allies “must clearly define our roles and

responsibilities when the need arises.” (PNA)
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